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THE  MONTH:  December,  1995 

December  was  a  month  of  generally  cold  and  unpleasant  weather.  A  low  pressure  system  moving  across 
the  Niagara  Frontier  from  the  upper  Great  Lakes  on  strong  Southwest  winds  on  December  1st  brought  four  days 
of  mild  weather  to  start  the  month  and  the  high  temperature  for  the  period,  47°(F)  was  recorded  both  on  that  date 
and  on  the  3rd.  On  December  6th,  winter  began  in  earnest  when  a  deep  cold  front  across  the  eastern  Great  Lakes 
was  followed  by  a  series  of  high  pressure  systems  building  over  the  region  and  generating  heavy  snow  squall 
activity  over  the  open  waters  of  Lake  Erie  where  the  temperature  dropped  to  32°(F)  on  the  12th.  A  general  twelve 
inch  snowfall  overnight  on  December  9th  was  followed  on  the  next  day  by  a  record  34  inches  of  snow  dumped 
on  the  metropolitan  Buffalo  area  and  portions  of  its  northern  and  eastern  suburbs  In  a  ten  mile  wide  squall  line 
across  the  Niagara  Peninsula  -  it  was  described  by  local  meteorologists  as  the  most  intensive  lake  effect  storm  ever 
to  impact  the  area.  After  a  brief  period  of  milder  weather,  a  series  of  low  pressure  systems  from  the  Great  Lakes, 
the  Mississippi  Valley  and  the  Atlantic  Coast  brought  another  succession  of  cold  fronts  with  accompanying  snow 
flurries  and  squalls  along  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario.  A  seven  inch  snowfall  overnight  on  Christmas  Day  in  the 
Buffalo  Area  was  followed  by  polar  air  masses  with  occasional  snow  showers  and  squalls  dominating  the  weather 
until  month’s  end.  The  average  temperature  for  the  period  at  Buffalo  was  24.5°(F),  4.6  degrees  below  normal; 
precipitation  measured  2.88  Inches,  .79  Inches  below  average  while  snowfall  measured  61.2  inches,  36.9  inches 
above  average.  Snowfall  from  October  1st  until  the  end  of  the  year  at  Buffalo  measured  77.1  Inches,  41.2  inches 
above  average.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport ) 

The  weather  not  withstanding,  December  was  a  most  interesting  month  afield.  In  spite  of  the  “old 
fashioned  winter”  we  enjoyed  this  month,  many  observers  commented  on  the  number  of  “half-hardy”  and  late  fall 
migrants  that  they  encountered  In  the  field.  On  the  Society’s  Christmas  Bird  Count  on  December  17th,  Drew 
Campbell  and  his  party  Hushed  two  Turkey  Vultures  from  an  evergreen  grove  on  Ridgemount  Road  in  the  Town 
of  Fort  Erie,  Ontario.  Upon  taking  wing,  the  birds  circled  30  to  50  feet  overhead,  offering  the  surprised  viewers 
excellent  looks  before  Hying  off  in  a  southwesterly  direction.  It  is  the  first  December  record  for  this  species  in 
our  study  area  although  a  small  extralimital  population  of  Turkey  Vultures  has  overwintered  in  the  gorge  at 
Letchworth  State  Park  in  Wyoming  County  for  the  past  two  years.  Doug  Bassett,  the  resident  naturalist  in  the 
park  reports  a  Black  Vulture  Hying  in  the  company  of  several  Turkey  Vultures  over  the  gorge  at  Inspiration  Point 
in  that  park  in  December.  At  Niagara  Falls,  Ontanoone  of  three  immature  Sabine’s  Gulls  that  were  seen  on  the 
Niagara  River  by  most  active  local  birdwatchers  in  October  and  November,  remained  in  the  gorge  there  in 
December,  a  first  w  inter  record  for  this  species  in  this  region. 
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On  December  10th,  Terry  and  Judy  Mosher  were  scanning  a  Hock  Of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  in  Dunkirk 
Harbor  on  Lake  Erie  where  they  were  delighted  to  find  “a  strikingly  tiny”  tern  which,  with  its  rapid  wingbeats, 
deeply  forked  tail  and  grayish- white  mantle,  rump  and  tall,  dusky  crown  and  black  primaries  proved  to  be  an 
immature  Least  Tern,  the  second  confirmed  record  of  this  rare  vagrant  in  our  study  area  in  as  many  months!  (See 
Prothoiiotary,  vol.  61:12,  pg.  137)  Oral  reports  of  both  an  adult  and  immature  Least  Tern  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  in 
November  remain  unconfirmed.  Among  the  passerines,  once  again  this  December,  Eastern  Phoebes  appear  to  be 
wintering.  On  December  19th,  Dave  Junkin  identified  an  Eastern  Phoebe  as  the  small  flycatcher  seen  in 
shrubbery  next  to  a  residence  on  Michigan  Road  in  Java  Village  in  Wyoming  County  while  Bruce  Chilton  found  a 
bird  of  this  species  flying  from  a  branch  in  a  low  shrub  “in  typical  flycatcher  fashion”  to  forage  in  a  ditch  along  a 
woodland  trail  in  Evangola  State  Park  in  the  Town  of  Evans  in  Erie  County.  On  December  4th,  Chilton  also 
found  a  wintering  Chipping  sparrow  in  a  Hock  of  Tree  Sparrows  in  shrubbery  bordering  a  trail  in  Buckhorn 
Island  State  Park  on  Grand  Island  and  on  the  25th,  Willie  D'Anna  identified  a  Chipping  Sparrow  among  a  flock  of 
Tree  Sparrows  at  a.  feeder  behind  his  residence  on  Cayuga  Drive  in  the  Town  of  Wheatfield  in  Niagara  County. 

The  “Bird  of  the  Month”  for  December  is  a  male  Varied  Thrush,  a  rare  western  vagrant  occasionally 
recorded  in  the  northeast,  usually  at  feeders  during  the  winter  months.  The  thrush  which  appeared  at  a  feeder  at 
the  residence  of  Anita  Wierzba  on  the  West  River  Road  on  Grand  Island  on.  December  11th  was  just  such  a  bird. 
It  remained  at  this  location  for  two  days  during  which  time  it  was  seen  by  several  observers  including  Bill  Burch 
who  managed  to  obtain  photographs  of  it  before  it  disappeared.  A  second  sighting  of  a  Varied  Thrush, 
presumably  the  same  bird,  at  a  feeder  on  Huth  Road  on  Grand  Island  on  December  20th,  could  not  be  verified.  It 
is  the  8th  documented  occurrence  of  this  thrush  in  our  study  area  since  1970. 

The  society's  1995  Christmas  Bird  Count,  pnnted  elsewhere  in  these  pages,  indicates  record  numbers  of 
many  species  of  waterfowl  for  this  count  on  the  Niagara  River.  Of  special  interest  is  the  presence  of  a  small 
population  of  Tundra  Swans,  a  passage  migrant  apparently  wintering  on  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Grand  Island 
where  up  to  18  swans  were  counted  at  Buckhorn  Island  State  between  December  12th  and  22nd  and  a  flock  of  1 1 
swans  seen  at  Beaver  Island  State  Park  on  the  25th.  Other  records  of  interest  in  December  include  the  significant 
increase  in  sightings  of  Northern  Shrikes  in  the  region,  the  highest  numbers  in  over  ten  years  both  by  casual 
observers  and  on  the  Christmas  Bird  Count  and  a  dramatic  increase  over  the  past  four  seasons.  On  December 
22nd,  Willie  D'Anna  identified  three  Bohemian  Waxwings,  a  rare  winter  visitor,  irregularly  irruptive  in  our 
study  areas  in  a  Hock  of  Cedar  Waxwings  feeding  in  a  group  of  seed-bearing  trees  on  the  Youngstown- Wilson 
Road  in  the  Town  of  Porter  in  Niagara  County.  D'Anna  remarked  that  three  Bohemian  Waxwings  he  saw  on  the 
following  day  while  participating  in  the  Ontano-New  York  Christmas  Bird  Count  one  mile  away  on  N.Y.  Route 
#18  were  probably  the  same  birds. 

Finally,  to  return  to  our  memorable  November  birding  excitements  due  to  constraints  of  time  and  space  or 
unavailability  of  details,  several  interesting  records  were  not  discussed  in  this  column.  On  November  25th,  Willie 
D'Anna  and  his  party  found  a  female  Harlequin  Duck  among  the  waterfowl  at  Thompson’s  Hole  in  the  Niagara 
River  at  Fort  Erie,  the  same  location  where  three  birds  of  this  uncommon  winter  visitor  appeared  last  winter. 
Willie  D'Anna  also  welcomed  back  an  anticipated  winter  resident,  an  adult  Gray  Gyrfalcon,  apparently  the  same 
bird  which  has  been  seen  on  the  South  Buffalo  Waterfront  and  down  the  Lake  Erie  shore  to  Woodlawn  in  the 
Town  of  Hamburg  for  the  last  three  winters.  Once  again  this  years  D’Anna  discovered  the  bird  on  November 
17th  on  its  favorite  perch  on  an  abandoned  grain  elevator  on  Child  Street  in  Buffalo.  It  could  not  be  located  in  the 
vicinity  during  the  month  of  December.  On  November  23rd,  Paul  Schnell,  a  wildlife  educator  in  Niagara  County 
was  enroute  to  his  employment  at  the  New  York  State  Electric  &  Gas  power  station  on  N.Y.  Route  #18  In  the 
Town  of  Somerset  in  that  county  when  he  noticed  the  body  of  a  road-killed  owl  on  the  highway  embankment 
which,  upon  examination  proved  to  be  that  of  a  Boreal  Owl,  a  rare,  shy  and  solitary  winter  visitor  to  the  Niagara 
Frontier  and  the  tirst  venliedNew  York  record  in  our  study  area.  Schnell  has  submitted  phonographic  evidence 
in  the  form  of  slides  of  his  tind  and  will  make  a  study  skin  of  the  specimen  for  use  In  his  wildlife  conservation 
activities.  Finally,  Bob  Sundell  advises  the  writer  that  Steve  Maggio,  a  Jamestown  Audubon  society  member, 
discovered  a  wintering  Summer  Tanager  at  hi8  feeder  at  his  residence  on  Summit  Avenue  in  that  city.  The  bird 
was  lirst  seen  on  November  27th  and  it  was  first  thought  to  be  a  Scarlet  Tanager  before  close  inspection  of  its 
field  marks  by  a  host  of  birdwatchers  determined  its  true  Identity.  Sundell  advises  that  both  photographs  and 
camcorder  films  of  the  tanager  have  been  made  and  verification  will  be  sent  to  our  statisticians.  It  is  the  first  winter 
record  of  this  very  rare  visitor  in  our  study  area. 

Joseph  Thill 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  vear. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Dec. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

8,18 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Red-necked  Grebe 

4 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Bellerby,  D’Anna,  Potter 

*  Eared  Grebe 

2 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle  etal 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

2 

2 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

17,20 

1 

Buffalo 

Brock 

Tundra  Swan 

1 

10 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

44 

12-22 

10-18 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson,  Chilton 

44 

25 

11 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Thills 

Snow  Goose 

3 

13  white,  2  blue 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

44 

16,23 

1,1  blue 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

Wood  Duck 

28 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

Green-winged  Teal 

2 

8  • 

Cuba  Lake 

Schweigert 

American  Black  Duck 

2 

28 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Northern  Pintail 

3 

3 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Turisk 

Northern  Shoveler 

2L 

46 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Gad  wall 

13-29 

1-12 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Canvasback 

5 

650 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Davis 

Redhead 

12-22 

3-8 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson,  Chilton 

44 

31 

47 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Turisk 

Ring-necked  Duck 

2 

7 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

44 

15,18,22 

16,22,24 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Greater  Scaup 

5 

1970 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Davis 

Harlequin  Duck 

1 

1 

Squaw  IS.,  Buffalo 

Yoerg 

44 

11 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Surf  Scoter 

2 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Bellerby 

44 

2 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Chilton 

Ruddy  Duck 

2 

3 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

9 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

3 

1  imm. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Turisk 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

3 

3 

Buffalo 

John  Thill 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

44 

16-31 

24 

5  other  reports 

5 

Catt.,  Erie.,  Niag.  Cos. 
Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Wild  Turkey 

24 

75 

Amity  Twp. 

Brooks 

American  Coot 

2 

10 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Killdeer 

31 

1 

Conewango  WMA 

Schweigert 

Purple  Sandpiper 

3 

3 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Davis 

Little  Gull 

2 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Chilton 

44 

9 

1 

Niag.  -on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

44 

10 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 
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Name  of  Bird 

Dec. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Little  Gull 

11 

2-3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

23 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

2-21  300- 16, 500m  ax 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Iceland  Gull 

2-30 

1-2 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Many  observers 

44 

3 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Davis,  Yoerg  et  al 

44 

23 

2 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna  etal 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

2 

2  adults 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Andrle,  Beller 

44 

2 

2  adults 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna,  Andrle  et  al 

Glaucous  Gull 

12,13 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

44 

13 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Bellerby 

44 

23 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna  etal 

Black-leg.  Kittivvake 

2 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

3 

1  adult 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 
D’Anna  et  al 

Sabine’s  Gull 

2,4 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

44 

2,17 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Andrle  etal 

44 

3,4,15 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Bellerby 

Least  Tern 

10 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

Long-eared  Owl 

2 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Morgante 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Short-eared  Owl 

10 

1 

WheatfieldTwp. 

“  11 

OO  'lA 

1,4,6 

Lancaster  T  wp. 

Morgante 

“  22 

,23,24 

3,5,3 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna,  S&T  O’Donnell  et  al 

44 

24 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

29 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Mosher,  Benton 

Eastern  Phoebe 

16 

1 

Evangola  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

19 

1 

Java  Twp. 

Junkin,  Burton 

Common  Raven 

12,15 

1,1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Carolina  Wren 

15 

2 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Winter  Wren 

4 

1 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

44 

24 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Yoerg 

44 

25 

2 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Eastern  Bluebird 

2 

6 

Jos.  Davis  S.P. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

16,4 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna 

^Bohemian  Waxwing 

22  23 

3 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

Cedar  Wax  wing 

23 

197 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

Northern  Shrike 
Yellow-r.  Warbler 

2-31 

13 

13  reports 

1 

throughout  W.N.Y. 
Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Chipping  Sparrow 

4 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

25-31 

1 

WheatfieldTwp.  (f) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Field  Sparrow 

1-31 

1 

Great  Valley  Twrp.  (f) 

Schweigert 

44 

2 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Watson 

44 

23 

3 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

Swamp  Sparrow 

13,22 

2,1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

6 

1 

Eden  Valley  (0 

Andrle 

44 

23 

6 

Porter  T  wp. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

44 

30 

3 

Niag-on-the-Lake  T  wp. 

D’Anna 

Snow  Bunting 

30 

140 

Freedom  Twp. 

Schweigert 

D’Anna 

44 

31 

200 

Somerset  Twp. 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

29 

8 

TonawandaTwp. 

Chilton 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

8 

1 

Java  Twp. 

Junkin 

44 

25 

2 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

Common  Grackle 

31L 

2 

Lowbanks,  Ont. 

T  urisk 

Brown- headed  Cowbird 

9 

75 

Kenmore  (0 

Thills 

44 

20 

210 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

4 


Vol.  62  No.  1 

Name  of  Bird 

Dec. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*Pine  Grosbeak 

23 

10 

Porter  Tvvp. 

D’Anna  etal 

Purple  Finch 

4 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Common  Redpoll 

1-31 

10  rep,  21  max 

throughout  W.N.Y. 

Pine  Siskin 

1-31 

1 

Warsaw  Tvvp.  (f) 

Kunze 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-31 

1-50 

Amity  Lake 

V&R  Pitzrick 

44 

16 

8 

Alfred  Tvvp. 

Brooks 

44 

31 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Yoerg 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded 

.  .  278 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  . 

.  .  .  3 

Total  for  year . 

.  .  281 

Addenda 


Name  of  Bird 

Date 

Number 

Swain  son’s  Hawk 

(videotape) 

May  2 

1 

Veery 

j 

Oct.  10 

5 

Gr.  Bl.-b.  Gull  May  10,21,23 
(nest  with  eggs) 

1 

Gr.  Bl.-b.  Gull 
(nest  with  3  eggs) 

Ross’  Gull 

May  1 1 

2 

Dec.  12 

1 

Pine  Warbler 
(feeding  young) 

June  5 

2 

Peregrine  Falcon  July  18-Aug.  10 

1 

Sandhill  Crane  Mar.  22,24 

2 

Black-1.  Kittivvake 

Nov.  1 1 

1 

Ross’  Gull 

Feb.  26 

1 

Sabine’s  Gull 

Nov.  6 

1 

Black  Tern 

Apr.  22 

1 

Boreal  Owl 
(dead  on  road) 

Nov.  23 

1 

Whip-poor-will 

July  22 

2 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

June  18 

1 

N.  Raven 

July  3-7 

12  12  1 

Yellow  Warbler 

Nov.  24 

1 

Connecticut  Warbler 

Sept.  4,17 

1,1 

Yellovv-br.  Chat 

July  22 

2 

Orchard  Oriole 

June  18 

2 

Pine  Grosbeak 

Nov.  26 

1 

Location  Observer 


993 

Westfield  Tvvp.. 

DeFrancisco,Luenzman,Schvvartz 

TonavvandaTwp. 

Galas 

994 

Strawberry  Island 

Leuchner 

Strawberry  Island 
* 

Roblee 

Port  Weller 

Dobos, Charlton, Roy  et  al 

Allegany  S.P. 

Brock 

995 

Buffalo 

Burney 

Snyder,  Ont. 

Sanderson 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Suggs  et  al 

Port  Weller 

Roy 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Benton 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Kunze 

Somerset  Tvvp. 

Schnell 

Wainfleeet 

Yoerg 

D’Anna 

Y  ates  T  wp. 

Allegany  S.P. 

Hess 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Suggs 

Ft.  Niagara  S.P. 

Broderick 

Wainfleet 

Yoerg 

D’Anna 

Somerset  Tvvp. 

Porter  Tvvp. 

Broderick 

5 
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Report  Of  the  67^  B.O.S. 

Christmas  Bird  Count 

A  fair  Christmas  count  resulted  from  good  weather.  It  was  mild  in  the  and  in  the  afternoon.  There  were  34 
participants  in  the  Buffalo  circle.  84  species  were  counted;  62,837  individuals  were  reported  in  the  16  territories. 

Facts  and  figures  of  the  67  ^  Buffalo  Circle  Christmas  Count  are  reported  below: 

Date:  December  17,  1995 


Area:  Centering  on  Grand  Island,  including  both  branches  of  the  Niagara  River  and  adjacent  territory  - 

from  the  Gorge  below  the  Falls  to  Fort  Erie  and  Buffalo. 

Weather:  Morning  was  overcast,  and  afternoon  was  also  overcast.  Temperatures  ranged  from  an  early 

morning  low  of  25°  (F)  to  an  afternoon  high  of  35°(F),  with  winds  from  the  N-NW  at  5  to  10  mph.  The 
Niagara  River  was  free  of  ice.  The  snow  cover  was  about  0  to  inches. 

Coverage:  34  observers  in  16  parties  made  observations  from  6:00  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Party-hours  were 
119.50  (85.25  on  foot  and  34.25  by  car),  plus  25  hours  at  feeders  and  6  hours  owling.  Party-miles  were 
694  (655  on  foot  and  39.25  by  car). 

Tern  tones  and  Observers:  (leaders  underlined) 

A.  Canada:  Rainbow  Bndge  south  to  Welland  River  and  Niagara  River  west  to  M.C.R.R.,  Portage 

Road  and  area  boundary.  Robert  Andrle,  James  H.  Gregory.  37  species;  7,645  individuals. 

B.  Canada:  Welland  River  south  to  Black  Creek  and  the  Niagara  River  west  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth 

Way  and  area  boundary.  Richard  Byron,  Barbara  Byron.  30  species;  1,495  individuals. 


C.  Canada:  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  west  to  area  boundary  and  south  to  Bowen  Road.  Frances  Rew, 

Audrey  Horbett,  Ellen  Schopp.  20  species;  258  individuals 

D.  Canada:  Black  Creek  south  to  the  Peace  Bndge  and  the  Niagara  River  west  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth 

Way.  Frances  Rew,  Audrey  Horbett,  Ellen  Schopp.  38  species;  5,999  individuals. 

E.  Canada:  Bowen  Road  south  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and  Niagara  River. 

Drew  Campbell,  Brad  Clements,  Marcy  Foster,  Kayo  Roy.  40  species;  2,255  individuals. 

F.  Niagara 

Falls:  Porter  Road,  Hyde  Park  Blvd.,  Pine  Ave.  and  Main  St.  south  to  Niagara  River, 
including  Goat  and  Cayuga  Islands  and  east  to  Military  Road.  Lvnne  Landon,  Terry 
Yonker.  20  species;  7,663  individuals. 


G.  North 

Tonawanda:  Military  Rd.  southeast  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River  northeast 
to  area  boundary.  Willie  D'Anna,  ,  Dan  Robertson,  Anna  Bauer,  Michael  Turisk.  Feeder 
watchers:  Ed  D’Anna,  Karen  Bauer,  Mary  Clemesha,  Gertrude  Ruggles,  Betsy  Potter, 
Jerrald  Farrel.  51  species;  3,605  individuals. 

H.  Tonawanda:  Sheridan  Dr.  north  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River  east  to  area 

boundary.  William  Watson,  Gerald  Rising,  Don  Brassure.  43  species;  3,477  individuals. 
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J.  Buffalo:  Sheridan  Dr.  east  and  south  to  area  boundary,  west  to  Niagara  River.  Ronald  Lang.  26 
species;  5,108  individuals 


K.  Grand 

Island:  West  of  Stoney  Point  Rd.,  north  of  Huth  and  Long  Roads  to  the  Niagara  River. 

William  Townsend,  Bert  Schweigert.  46  species;  3,704  individuals. 


L.  Grand 

Island:  Huth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Whitehaven  Road  and  Stoney  Point  Rd.,  west  to  the 

Niagara  River.  Bill  Burch.  28  species;  608  individuals. 


M.  Grand 

I  si  and:  East  of  Stoney  Point  Rd.  and  north  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  to  the  Niagara  River.  Mike 
Zebehazv.  45  species,  1 ,956  individuals. 


N.  Grand 

Island:  Whitehaven  Rd.  south  to  Love  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd.  west  to  the  Niagara  River. 

Robert  Brock,  David  Cooper.  32  species;  1,64  individuals. 


O.  Grand 

Island:  Whitehaven  Rd.  south  to  Love  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd.  east  to  the  Niagara  River. 
Chuck  Rosenburg,  John  Rosenburg.  34  species,  638  individuals. 


P.  Grand 

Island:  Love  Rd.  south  to  Spaulding  Rd.  from  the  East  Branch  to  the  West  Branch  of  the 
Niagara  River.  Doug  Happ,  Pat  Martin.  42  species, 6, 166  individuals. 


Q.  Grand 

Island:  South  of  Spaulding  Rd.  to  the  Niagara  River.  William  Bogacki,  Dick  Christensen, 
Edward  Ratajczek.  30  species,  11,001  individuals. 


Species  Recorded:  With  reference  to  the  species  count,  in  those  cases  in  which  a  species  was  reported  in 
three  or  fewer  territories,  the  letters  in  parentheses  indicate  the  territories  in  which  they  were 
reported. 


Common  Loon  3  (A,F) 

Horned  Grebe  2  (A) 

Great  Blue  Heron  44 
Tundra  Swan  23  (K,Q) 

Am.  Black  Duck  132 
N.  Pintail  1  (Q)  Low 
Am.  Wigeon  21  (A,  D,  F) 

Redhead  279 
Greater  Scaup  1 ,402 
Surf  Scoter  1  (D) 

Com.  Goldeneye  2,468 
Hooded  Merganser  67  Highest  ever 
Red-br.  Merganser  464 
Sharp-sh.  Hawk  2  (H,  N) 

Red- tailed  Hawk  82 
Am.  Kestrel  23 
Ring-n.  Pheasant  1  (F) 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  3,411 
Herring  Gull  6,519 


Pied-billed  Grebe  2  (D,G) 

Double-cr.  Cormorant  19  (A,  H,P)  High,tied  w/1992 
Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron  1  (J) 

Canada  Goose  2,667  Highest  ever 

Mallard  2,596 

Gad  wall  41  (A,  G.K) 

Canvasback  15,033  Highest  ever,  prev.  1959 
Ring-necked  Duck  31  (D,  G,  K)  Highest  ever 
Lesser  Scaup  3 1 1  Highest  ever 
White-winged  Scoter  1  (K) 

Bufflehead  412 
Com.  Merganser  10,108 
Turkey  Vulture  2  (E) 

Cooper’s  Hawk  7 
Rough-leg.  Hawk  2  (G,  M) 

Merlin  1  (J) 

Am.  Coot  2  (G) 

Ring-billed  Gull  4,182 
Iceland  Gull  1  (A) 
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L.  Bl.-bk.  Gull  1  (K) 

Gr.  Bl.-bk.  Gull  405 
Rock  Dove  1,  919 
E.  Screech  Owl  1 1 
Short-eared  Owl  1  (E) 
Red-headed  Wdpkr.  1  (E) 
Downy  Wdpkr.  128 
Blue  Jay  324 
Black-c.  Chickadee  640 
Red-br.  Nuthatch  15 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet  32 
Am.  Robin  229 
Brown  Thrasher  1  (E) 

N.  Shrike  12 
N.  Cardinal  290 
Am.  Tree  Sparrow  754  High 
Swamp  Sparrow  1  (K) 
White-cr.  Sparrow  6  (C) 
Com.  Grackle  3  (K) 

Purple  Finch  4  (D) 

Am.  Goldfinch  1 16 


Glaucous  Gull  1  (A) 

Sabine’s  Gull  1  (A)  First  ever 
Mouring  Dove  606 
Great  Horned  Owl  9 
Belted  Kingfisher  3  (H,  M) 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr.  1 1 
N.  Flicker  16 
Am.  Crow  479 

Tufted  Titmouse  38  Highest  ever  (prev.  1993-24) 
Brown  Creeper  16 
Hermit  Thrush  2  (E,  H) 

N.  Mockingbird  6 

Cedar  Waxwing  132 

Eur.  Starling  2,159  Low,  ave.  30,000 

Rufous-s.  Towhee  1  (E) 

Song  Sparrow  26 
White-thr.  Sparrow  25 
Red-w.  Blackbird  17 
Brown-h.  Cowbird  40 
House  Finch  416 
House  Sparrow  3,164 


William  Bogacki,  Compiler 


«|/ 


To  readers  of  and  reporters  to  “Noteworthy  Records” 

As  of  now,  I  will  no  longer  be  compiling  the  B.O.S.  “Noteworthy  Records”.  Since  the  beginning  with 
the  July  1984  records,  I  have  enjoyed  the  job  immensely.  I  learned  a  lot  from  the  work  which  added 
tremendously  to  my  birding  experiences.  More  importantly,  I  made  many  friends  including  a  few  of  you  I  have 
never  actually  met  in  person.  1  am  indebted  to  all  of  the  reporters  and,  in  particular,  to  those  active  birders  who 
send  in  their  sightings  several  times  a  year  or,  in  some  cases,  every  month.  You  are  the  foundation  of  the 
“Noteworthy  Records”.  I  urge  you  to  continue  to  report  your  sightings  and  I  encourage  everyone  to  send  in  their 
records.  As  I  have  said  before,  you  do  not  have  to  be  an  “expert”. 

The  new  Compiler  is  Michael  Morgante.  Mike  is  very  qualified  to  do  the  job.  He  has  been  birding  since 
he  was  a  young  boy  and  is  now  an  excellent,  as  well  as  very  active,  field  birder.  He  already  understands  a  lot 
about  the  distribution  and  relative  abundance  of  our  birds  and  he  continues  to  learn  at  a  rapid  pace.  He  is  also 
computer  literate  which  makes  the  job  much  less  of  a  chore  than  it  once  was.  I  ask  that  you  support  Mike  in  the 
same  enthusiastic  manner  in  which  you  have  supported  me. 

I  will  continue  to  write  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  resort  for  the  Kingbird.  Although  the  “Noteworthy 
Records”  add  a  lot  to  my  Kingbird  summary,  there  is  a  lot  of  other  information  which  I  can  glean  from 
contributors’  individual  reports.  This  could  be  effects  of  the  weather,  food  supply,  numbers  of  common  species, 
anecdotes,  or  anything  else.  Fortunately,  the  B.O.S.  Statisticians  will  allow  me  to  view  all  the  reports  each 
month.  Therefore.  I  do  not  have  to  ask  that  you  mail  me  a  duplicate  of  your  sightings.  Just  send  them  in  to  Mike 
with  any  comments  or  observations  you  care  to  make  as  you  have  in  the  past.  I  will  continue  to  make  full  use  of 
them. 

I  would  like  to  close  by  thanking  Bob  Andrle  and  Fran  Rew,  who  had  enough  faith  12  years  ago  to 
recommend  me  as  Compiler.  Also,  Joe  Thill,  helped  make  the  job  easy  from  the  start  with  his  guidance  a-.qd 
encouragement.  Finally,  to  the  reporters,  thank-you,  you  made  it  fun! 

From  now  on  send  your  sightings  to:  Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086 

See  you  in  the  field!  Willie  D'Anna 
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Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  December  1995 

The  second  week  of  December,  after  a  record  one  day  snowfall,  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Hotline 
carried  news  of  a  Varied  Thrush  at  a  feeder  on  Grand  Island  and  a  Least  Tern  in  Dunkirk  Harbor.  The  thrush  was 
seen  for  two  days,  providing  an  opportunity  for  some  Society  members  to  observe  this  rare  visitor.  Late  in  the 
month,  a  Varied  Thrush  was  reported  to  Dial-a-Bird  from  another  backyard  not  far  from  the  original  sighting. 
Outside  the  Niagara  Frontier,  the  Hotline  also  reported  a  Black  Vulture  at  Letchworth  State  Park  and  a  Tufted 
Duck  in  Rochester  on  the  Genesee  River  at  Lake  Ontario . 

Dial-a-Bird  reports  for  the  month  included  Meadowlarks,  most  likely  Easterns,  at  two  feeder  locations  in 
southern  Erie  County  and  a  group  of  three  in  Eden.  Late  in  the  month,  an  Eastern  Phoebe  was  found  in  Java 
Village,  Wyoming  County.  For  winter  visitors,  only  a  few  Common  Redpolls,  Pine  Siskins  and  Evening 
Grosbeaks  were  reported  at  feeders  in  the  region  and  Bohemian  Waxwings  and  Pine  Grosbeaks  were  found  in 
Porter  Township  late  in  the  month. 

In  total,  for  1995,  274  species  were  contributed  to  Dial-a-Bird  by  over  200  observers.  The  three  most 
reported  species  were  Bald  Eagle  (30  weeks)  Peregrine  Falcon  (20)  and  Little  Gull  (19).  Tied  for  fourth,  at  16 
weeks  each,  were  D. -crest.  Cormorant,  Sharp-sh.  Hawk  and  Iceland  Gull.  Thanks  to  everyone  who  reported 
sightings,  or  just  called  to  listen.  Special  appreciation  to  Willie  D'Anna,  Bill  Watson,  Peter  Yoerg,  Mike  Morgante 
and  Bill  Burch  for  their  input. 

There  were  an  average  of  280  calls  per  week  received  by  the  answering  system  and  the  distribution  of  bird-line 
transcnpts  on  the  Internet  continues  to  rise.  Recipients  of  Dial-a-Bird  e-mail  transcripts,  via  Birdeast  and 
NYSBirds,  began  at  700  early  in  the  year  and  rose  to  almost  1000  by  the  end  of  1995.  E-mail  has  also  allowed 
me  to  easily  exchange  transcripts  and  updates  with  Mike  Street,  compiler  of  the  Hamilton,  Ontario,  Hotline, 
adding  valuable  Ontario  region  sightings  to  the  announcement  and  updates. 

On  the  technical  side,  touch  tone  is  now  the  basic  phone  service  provided  to  all  NYNEX  customers.  If 
you  have  a  phone  that  can  be  switched  between  pulse  and  tone,  try  the  tone  setting  to  take  full  advantage  of  the 
answering  system. 

David  F.  Suggs 

T'rTTTTT'r 

Varied  Thrush  seen  on  Grand  Island,  NY,  in  December 

-Bill  Burch 

An  adult  male  Varied  Thrush  enjoyed  the  feeder  of  Anita  Wierzba  on  West  River  Road  of  Grand  Island  for 
at  least  two  days  in  December  of  1995.  This  colorful  thrush  of  the  Pacific  Coast  is  a  very  rare  but  regular  winter 
visitor  to  the  East. 

Anita  saw  it  on  the  ground  under  her  backyard  feeder  on  December  11  at  12:15  in  the  afternoon.  After 
checking  her  bird  book  she  phoned  her  butterfly-watching  companion,  Dave  Cooper.  The  hotline  was  alerted  and 
the  next  day,  December  12,  I  spent  the  morning  watching  the  feeder  from  my  car.  At  11:27  the  thrush  flew  in 
from  the  nearby  woodlot,  sat  in  the  apple  tree,  then  ,  dropped  to  the  ground.  After  only  30  seconds  something 
alarmed  the  bird  and  it  ascended  to  the  tree  then  flew  away.  However  ten  minutes  later,  at  1 1:37  AM  it  returned 
from  the  woodlot  to  the  tree  and  thence  to  the  ground  where  it  spent  12  minutes  feeding  on  spilled  mixed  bird 
seed.  I  had  time  to  take  several  definitive  photographs  at  30-foot  distance  with  a  600mm  lens.  Other  birders  at  the 
scene  were  not  so  fortunate.  They  were  at  the  feeder  “in  shifts”  from  morning  to  dark  and  did  not  see  the  bird. 
Nor  was  it  seen  again  at  her  feeder.  (On  December  17,  the  date  of  the  BOS  Christmas  Count,  I  spent  three  chilly 
hours  watching  the  feeder,  to  no  avail). 

However,  the  Varied  Thrush  was  still  on  Grand  Island.  Around  noon  of  December  21  it  appeared  at  the 
feeder  of  John  Sarokon  on  Huth  Road,  two  miles  east  of  the  earlier  West  River  site.  It  fed  on  sunflower  seed  on 
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the  ground.  Mr.  Sarokon  identified  the  bird  from  his  bird  book  and  called  The  Audubon  Society  who  in  turn 
called  David  Suggs  of  BOS.  I  visited  Mr.  Sarokon  and  verified  his  identification.  He  did  not  see  the  bird  again. 

Previous  to  this  1995  sighting  the  most  recent  sighting  of  Varied  Thrush  in  Western  New  York  may  have 
been  the  one  seen  on  Grand  Island  in  1989.  It  came  to  the  feeder  of  Tom  Johnson  on  Kirkwood  Drive  on  March 
3  and  4,  1989.  He  took  photographs  which  positively  identified  the  thrush.  Lincoln  Nutting  and  the  writer 
watched  the  feeder  the  next  few  days  but  the  bird  was  not  seen  again. 

This  old  sighting  and  the  newer  ones  were  all  close  to  an  east-west  line  located  about  one  mile  south  of  the 
northern  tip  of  Grand  Island. 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Welcome  to  the  following  new  Associate  Members: 

James  L.  Wojewodzki 
8611  State  Rd  PO  Box  219 
Colden,  NY  14033 
Phone:  941-3302 

William  &  Julie  Home 
4460  Lower  River  Rd 
Lewiston,  NY  14092 
Phone:  754-9093 

Myles  R.  Firey,  Jr. 

6748  Boston  State  Road 
Hamburg,  NY  14075 
Phone:  648-7390 


BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 

Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December. 
Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt 
Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York.  Meeting  information  is  available  by  calling  the  Dial-a-Bird 
information  system. 

January  24.  Dave  Wilcove  of  the  Environmental  Defence  Fund  was  to  give  a  presentation  on  endangered  avian 
species. 

May  8:  William  Vaughan  Memorial  Lecture.  This  year’s  lecture  entitled  “Rails:  Shadowbirds  of  the 

Marshland”  will  feature  William  Burt  noted  nature  photographer,  author  and  lecturer.  The  traveling 
exhibit  of  photographs,  Shadowbirds ,  will  be  on  display  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  from 
March  12  to  June  2,  1996. 
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FIELD  TRIPS 


Feb.  25:  Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  Trip.  Meet  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at  9:00  a.m.  or  at  9:30  on  the  Canadian 

side  at  the  first  parking  lot  0.6  mi  upstream  of  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leaders:  Blayne  Faman  and 
Richard  Byron  f 662-4.78-3-) 

March  23:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  County.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  in 

Wright's  Corners  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Hwy  78  at  the  Top's  Market,  a  block  north  of  the  Hwy 
104  intersection.  Leader:  Willie  D'Anna  (73 1-4348). 


March  30:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the 

Tanning  Bed  store,  on  the  south  side  of  Main  Street,  0. 1  mile  east  of  Transit  Road.  Joint  trip  with 
Buffalo  Audubon  Society.  Leader:  Ed  Ratajczak  (683-0307). 

Apnl  7:  Sunday.  Daylight  Saving  Time.  (Forward  one  hr.) 

April  14:  Sunday.  BOS  Apnl  Bird  Count.  Leader  TBA. 

Apnl  20:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ontario.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Bob  Evans 

parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd  (Hwy  62).  or  go  directly  to 
Beamer  Conservation  Area.  This  is  30  miles  into  Canada  on  the  QEW,  on  the  escarpment  above 
Grimsby.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Apnl  28:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Tanning  Bed  store  0.1  mile  east  of 

Main  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  Rochester  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Park  shelter. 
Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987). 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Tnp  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

T  *T*  #T%  *T*  T  f  'T*  *1' 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 

Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

'  Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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THE  MONTH:  January,  1996 

Weather  patterns  In  January  were  varied  and  changeable  with  wide  temperature  swings.  On  January  2nd, 
a  deep  low  pressure  system  from  the  Mississippi  Valley  brought  warm  gulf  air  northward  along  the  Atlantic  Coast 
to  the  frigid  northeastern  corridor  of  states  between  Virginia  and  Maine  generating  high  winds  and  record 
snowfalls.  Because  of  its  attendant  loss  of  life,  destruction  of  property  and  unprecedented  disruption  of 
commerce,  this  weather  system  was  dubbed  “the  storm  of  the  century’”  by  the  media.  Once  again  the  Niagara 
Frontier  escaped  the  brunt  of  a  coastal  storm  as  a  high  pressure  system  from  the  Northern  Plains  pumped  cold 
Arctic  air  into  the  region  on  January  2nd,  providing  a  welcome  buffer  against  its  ravages.  This  ndge  of  Arctic  air 
was  reinforced  by  subsequent  high  pressure  systems  and  below  average  temperatures  for  12  days  with  sub-zero 
thermometer  readings  including  a  low  temperature  for  the  winter  at  Buffalo  of  -10°(F)  on  January  6th.  An  ice 
bridge  in  the  lower  Niagara  River  gorge  at  Niagara  Falls  formed  by  the  12th.  On  the  following  day,  a  series  of 
low'  pressure  systems  with  a  strong  southerly  How  of  warm  air  dominated  our  weather  patterns  until  January  19th 
when  the  high  temperature  reading  of  the  month,  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport,  was  recorded  during  the 
early  morning  hours  on  that  date  and  then  fell  precipitously  to  16°(F)  by  evening  as  heavy  rain  changed  to  snow 
squalls.  The  abrupt  end  of  the  thaw  and  below  freezing  temperatures  in  the  next  few  days  caused  ice  jams  raising 
the  water  levels  an  the  Genesee  River  in  Allegany  County  and  the  Allegheny  River  in  Cattaraugus  County  to  Hood 
stage  with  heavy  property  loss  in  affected  areas.  After  a  brief  return  to  milder  weather  on  January'  22nd,  the  month 
ended  on  more  seasonal  notes  thankfully  free  of  meteorological  excesses.  The  average  temperature  for  the  penod 
was  22.5°(F),  1.1°(F)  below  normal;  total  precipitation  measured  3.42  inches,  7.2  inches  above  average  while 
snowfall  of  25.3  inches  was  .4  inches  below  average.  There  was  37%  of  possible  sunshine,  5%  above  the 
normal  amount  for  January.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

It  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  a  more  satisfying  event  to  begin  the  bird-watcher’s  year  than  the  exciting 
experience  of  Marcya  Foster  and  her  group  during  the  early  afternoon  of  January  1st.  In  the  course  of  their  New 
Year’s  Day  tnp  along  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Niagara  River  to  inaugurate  their  year’s  lists,  Foster  and  her 
companions,  John  Black,  Drew  Campbell  and  Kayo  Roy  stopped  at  the  boat  launch  near  “Thompson’s  Hole”,  the 
popular  Niagara  River  site  for  local  fishermen  on  the  Niagara  Parkway  south  of  the  Jarv  is  Street  business  district 
in  the  Town  of  Fort  Ene.  As  they  scanned  the  gulls  and  waterfowl  on  the  river  at  the  site  they  w  ere  delighted  to 
find  an  adult  Ross’  Gull  placidly  swimming  in  the  water  by  a  fisherman’s  minnow  trap  next  to  the  launch  ramp. 
Characteristically,  the  bird  seemed  blithely  unaware  of  the  presence  of  humans  walking  within  four  feet  of  the  spot 
where  it  was  catching  and  devouring  fish  from  the  minnow  trap!  After  their  elation  subsided,  fortune  continued  to 
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smile  upon  the  quartet  as  they  discovered  a  female  Harlequin  Duck  among  the  waterfow  l  in  the  ri\er  at  that 
location..  On  the  following  morning,  the  “Birders  Hotline”  brought  an  enthusiastic  crowd  of  bird-watchers  to  the 
scene  but  overnight,  winds  shifting  to  the  northeast  filled  the  shoreline  with  floating  ice  and  no  gulls  or  waterfowl 
could  be  found  in  the  vicinity;  how  ev  er,  the  Harlequin  Duck  was  located  a  short  distance  dow  nstream  in  the  nver 
bv  the  International  Railroad  Badge  on  that  date  and  continued  to  be  reported  until  month’s  end. 

Bv  the  end  of  December,  the  late  autumn  influx  of  gulls  and  other  waterbirds  for  which  the  Niagara  River  is  justly 
celebrated  had  ended  with  an  interesting,  if  smaller,  population  of  wintering  lands  remaining  to  attract  the 
attention  of  our  gull-watchers.  For  the  tenth  year,  Gordon  Bellerby  is  monitoring  Bonapart’s  and  Little  Gull 
numbers  in  a  flypast  study  at  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara  River  as  it  enters  Lake  Ontarto  at  Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
The  protocol  involves  Bellerby’ s  presence  at  the  flypast  site  late  each  afternoon  until  dusk  makes  observation 
difficult.  The  passage  of  both  species  ended  on  January  19th,  the  earliest  in  ten  years,  after  only  500  bomes  w  ere 
tallied  on  that  date  and  none  thereafter!  He  stated  that  on  the  following  day  he  drove  up  the  lower  Niagara  River 
making  periodic  stops  to  census  the  waterbirds  “but  could  not  find  a  single  gull  or  duck!”  He  discovered  the 
answer  at  Niagara  Falls  were  the  waters  of  the  American  Falls  were  discolored  with  a  brownish  hue,  apparently 
from  melting  snow  during  the  mid-month  thaw  which  also  muddied  the  lower  river  to  the  extent  that  w  aterbirds 
were  unable  to  locate  fish  and  other  prey  to  sustain  them.  In  contrast,  Bellerby  found  the  upper  nver  waters  to  be 
a  pnstine  green  on  the  Canadian  side  where  the  adjacent  land  areas  had  not  e.xpenenced  Hooding  prior  to  the  onset 
of  this  unpleasant  interludes,  he  had  tallied  only  four  Little  Gulls  in  the  flypast  which,  however  was  a  record  high 
count  for  the  season  to  date.  In  the  upper  Niagara  River,  Glaucous  Gulls  were  reported  between  Buffalo  and  Fort 
Erie  by  several  observers  in  late  January  and  where  Willie  D’Anna  saw  an  adult  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  a 
species  rarely  encountered  this  far  south  on  the  river,  sitting  on  the  ice  20  yards  from  the  shore  in  the  company  of 
a  number  of  Ring-billed  Gulls  at  Fort  Erie  on  January  2d.  On  January  22nd,  Peter  Yoerg  saw  an  adult  of  this 
species  on  the  Bird  Island  Pier  at.  the  foot  of  Ferry  Street  in  Buffalo  where  D'Anna  also  saw  a  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  on  the  29th,  possibly  the  same  bird. 

After  eluding  the  gaze  of  observers  in  Decembers  the  adult  Gray  Gyrfalcon  was  seen  again  in  January.  On  the 
7th,  Roberta  Vallone  observed  a  large  falcon  Hying  along  the  Lake  Erie  shoreline  on  Fuhrmann  Boulevard  in 
Buffalo  and  alighting  on  a  grain  elevator  next  to  the  Skyway  from  which  perch  it  Hew  off  to  harass  a  passing 
Red-tailed  Hawk,  stooping  and  striking  it  on  the  back  and  circling  the  area  several  times  before  returning  to  its 
roost  on  the  elevator.  Vallone,  who  had  seen  this  bird  many  times  over  the  past  three  years,  immediately 
identified  it  as  a  Gray  phase  Gyrfalcon.  On  January  15th,  Willie  D'Anna  and  his  party  were  dnving  north  on 
Fuhrmann  Boulevard  when  they  saw  a  large  gray  raptor  Hying  over  the  Skyway  and  alighting  in  a  large  tree  in  a 
lot  next  to  the  Times  Beach  Sanctuary.  Upon  dnving  down  to  the  site  and  examining  the  bird,  D'Anna  identified 
it  as  the  Gray  Gyrfalcon  which  he  has  come  to  know  quite  well  over  the  past  three  years 

Finally,  other  records  of  interest  in  January  include  an  immature  Black-legged  Kittiwake  seen  by  Willie 
D’Anna  and  MikeTunsk  Hying  in  a  Hock  of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  in  the  Lower  Niagara  River  at  Lewiston  on  New 
Year’s  Day.  It  was  easily  distinguished  from  its  congeners  by  its  signature  black  “M”  pattern  on  the  dorsal  wing 
area,  the  thick  black  collar  on  the  nape  of  the  neck  and  slower  wingbeat.  On  January  13th,  Willie  D'Anna  and 
Betsy  Potter  saw  an  immature  Orange-crowned  Warbler  in  the  branches  of  a  spruce  tree  in  front  of  the  residence 
at  48  Steele  Street  in  Port  Col  borne,  Ontano  where  the  occupant  had  placed  a  seed  block  to  provide  sustenance  for 
a  number  of  wintering  passerines  including  Starlings,  House  Finches,  Brown-headed  Cowbirds,  and  Starlings 
from  which  this  parulid  was  easily  separated  by  its  smaller  size,  sharply  pointed  short  bill,  non-desenpt  greenish 
mantle  and  greenish  eyeline.  For  the  second  consecutive  year,  an  adult  Surf  Scoter  had  been  reported  wintering 
in  our  region.  The  bird  was  seen  by  several  observers  in  a  large  mixed  Hock  of  ducks  in  Lake  Erie  on  the  north 
shore  of  Lake  Erie  at  Fort  Erie,  Ontano  where  it  was  identified  by  Its  large  size,  “almost  entirely  black  plumage”, 
bnght  orange  tip  of  bill  and  white  patch  on  crown  of  its  head. 

Joseph  Thill 


13 


Voi.  62  No.  1 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Jan. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls. 

D'  Anna,  Turisk 

66 

5 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgan  te 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

5-28 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

many  observers 

66 

7,13 

1,1 

Olean 

Schweigert  et  al 

66 

14 

5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Horbet 

Horned  Grebe 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

D. -crest  Cormorant 

1 

6 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

66 

5 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Moreante 

66 

20 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Potter 

66 

31 

8 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

Great  Blue  Heron 

13 

1 

Olean 

Schweigert 

66 

13 

3 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  a! 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

3,11 

1,1 

Buffalo 

Brock 

Tundra  Sw  an 

7-26 

28  max. 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Thills,Chil  ton,  Watson 

66 

20 

10 

Chippawa,  Ont. 

Watson 

66 

21 

14 

Chippawa,  Ont. 

Morgante 

66 

28 

20 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Green- winged  Teal 

7 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

American  Black  Duck 

14 

54 

Upper  Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Roberson  et  al 

66 

18 

4 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

Mallard 

14 

502 

Upper  Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Roberson  et  al 

Northern  Pintail 

5 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante 

Gad  wall 

14 

60 

Upper  Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Roberson  et  al 

66 

20 

24 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

5 

0 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Morgante 

66 

14 

2 

Upper  Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Roberson  et  al 

Canvas back 

14 

2411 

Upper  Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Roberson  et  al 

Redhead 

14 

146 

Upper  Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Roberson  et  al 

66 

20 

77 

Upper  Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Watson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

5,21 

5,2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante 

66 

7 

3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

66 

7 

1 

Olean 

Schweigert 

66 

14 

6 

Upper  Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Roberson  et  al 

Greater  Scaup 

14 

1410 

Upper  Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Roberson  et  al 

Lesser  Scaup 

5,21 

1,1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante 

66 

14 

7 

Upper  Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Roberson  et  al 

Harlequin  Duck 

2-14 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

many  observers 

66 

7 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Bellerby 
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Name  of  Bird 

Jan. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Oldsquaw 

21 

450 

Niagara-on- the-Lake 

c 

Morgan  te 

44 

31 

500 

Niagara-on- the-Lake 

Bellerbv 

Surf  Scoter 

28 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D'Annaetal 

White-winged  Scoter 

19 

11 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerbv 

44 

20 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

44 

23 

7 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Rosche  (EABC) 

Buftlehead 

14 

154 

Upper  Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Roberson  et  al 

Hooded  Merganser 

7-25 

14  max. 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Watson,  Y  oerg,Morgante 

44 

13 

7 

Olean 

Schweigert  et  al 

44 

14 

17 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Horbett 

44 

14 

25 

Upper  Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Roberson  et  al 

Common  Merganser 

18 

3 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

Red-br.  Merganser 

14 

355 

Upper  Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Roberson  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

20 

2  ad. 

Queenston,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

21 

1  ad. 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Thills 

44 

26 

2  ad. 

Navy  Island 

Chilton 

44 

29 

1  imm. 

Lewiston  Tu  p. 

Horne 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

3-31 

6  reports 

Erie  &  Catt.  Cos. 

manv  observers 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

5  reports 

Ene  &  Catt.  Cos. 

many  observers 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

1 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Morgante,  Vallone 

44 

1 

1 

Porter  Tu  p. 

Morgante,  Vallone 

44 

20 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Gvrfalcon 

7 

l 

Buffalo 

Vallone,  O'Neill 

44 

15 

1 

Buffalo 

D’Annaetal 

American  Coot 

5-28 

3  max. 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

many  observ  ers 

Purple  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna 

Little  Gull 

15,19 

1,3 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerbv 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

3,19 

1785,500 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerbv 

44 

20 

150 

Queenston,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Iceland  Gull 

2-29 

1 1  reports 

Niag.  Riv.,  Lake  Ont. 

many  observ  ers 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

0 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

44 

00 

1  ad. 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Yoerg 

44 

28 

1 

Buffalo 

D' Anna,  Potter 

Glaucous  Gull 

5-29 

10  reports 

Niagara  River 

manv  observers 

Black-leg.  Kittiwake 

1 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Tunsk 

Long-eared  Owl 

1 

Lockport 

Rosenburg 

44 

7 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Short -eared  Owl 

12 

3 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

44 

14,28 

4,3 

Lancaster  Tu  p. 

Morgante 

Homed  Lark 

5 

120 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

7 

16 

Freedom  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

10 

20 

Bliss  Twp. 

Kunze 

44 

14 

15 

Somerset  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

( E.a .  alpestris ) 

12 

100 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna 

Eastern  Bluebird 

14 

1 

Porter  Tu  p. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

20 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Potter 

44 

12 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna 

American  Robin 

12 

90 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Northern  Shrike 

1-26 

9  reports 

Catt.,  Erie.,  Niag.  Cos 

many  observers 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

13 

1 

Poet  Col  borne,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

14 

1 

Port  Col  borne,  Ont. 

Roberson  et  al 
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Field  Sparrow 

1-31 

1 

Great  Valley  Tu  p.  (0 

Schueigert 

Name  of  Bird 

Jan. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

1 

15 

Porter  Tu  p. 

D’ Anna,  Turisk 

44 

1 

18 

Porter  Tu  p. 

Morgan  te 

44 

5 

19 

Fort  Erie  Tu  p.,  Ont.  (0 

Reu  et  al 

44 

11 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Lapland  Longspur 

5 

3 

Somerset  Tu  p. 

Morean  te 

44 

7 

1 

Freedom  Twp. 

Schueigert 

12 

39 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

14 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

fc* 

14 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Horbett 

Snow  Bunting 

-> 

200,40 

Sheldon  Tu  p. 

O.  Rosche 

44 

7 

602 

Freedom  Twp. 

Schueigert 

44 

12 

700 

Somerset  Twp 

D’Anna 

44 

13 

Randolph  Tu  p. 

Schu  eigert  et  al 

44 

14 

1000 

Somerset  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

8 

3 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

Eastern  meadow  lark 

28 

o 

Wilson  Tu  p. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

Common  Grackle 

8 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

Brown- headed  Cowbird 

o 

32 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

3,24 

5,15 

Tonawanda  Twp.  (f) 

Hess 

44 

7 

3 

Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

8 

140 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

13 

17 

Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Purple  Finch 

28 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp.  (0 

Schueigert 

Common  Redpoll 

1-31 

35  max. 

Warsaw  Twp. 

Kunze 

44 

1 

78 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna,  T urisk 

44 

1 

70 

Porter  Tu  p. 

Morgante 

44 

21 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp.  (f) 

Schueigert 

Pine  Siskin 

1-31 

2 

Warsaw  Twp. 

Kunze 

44 

29 

1 

Wales  Tup.  (f) 

O.  Rosche 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-21 

25  max. 

Warsaw  Twp. 

Kunze 

44 

1-31 

5-53 

Amity  Lake  (f) 

Pitznck 

Other  species  seen  in  January:  Canada  Goose,  Amer.  Goldeneye,  Bufflehead,  Northern  Harrier,  Red-tailed 
Hawk,  American  Kestrel,  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Wild  Turkey,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Herring  Gull, 
Great  Black-backed  Gull,  Rock  Dove,  Mourning  Dove,  E.  Screech  Owl,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Northern  Flicker,  Pilated  Woodpecker,  Blue  Jay, 
American  Crow,  Black-capped  Chickadee,  Tufted  Titmouse,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  White-breasted  Nuthatch, 
Brou  n  Creeper,  Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  Northern  Mockingbird,  Cedar  Waxwing,  European  Starling,  Northern 
Cardinal,  American  Tree  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow,  White-throated  Sparrow,  Dark-eyed  Junco,  House  Finch, 
American  Goldfinch,  House  Sparrow. 


Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  . 98 

Total  for  year .  98 


Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  January  1996D 

□ 

The  only  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Hotline  news  during  the  month  was  a  Ross’  Gull  seen  January  1 
at  Fort  Erie,  Ontario.  The  gull  was  not  reported  again,  despite  an  all  day  watch  in  the  area  on  the  2nd.  □ 

Accounts  of  two  warblers  species,  supported  by  feeders,  were  received  by  Dial-a-Bird  in  January.  An 
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Orange-cr.  Warbler  in  Port  Colborne,  Ontario,  was  Dseen  and  reported  by  several  observers  and  a  Pine  Warbler, 

w  ith  a  Rufous-s.  Towhee,  was  a  regular  to  a  Williamsville  backyard.  Common  Redpolls  were  also  reported  in  the 

region  at  a  few  widespread  feeders,  plus  a  flock  of  78  were  din  the  fields  and  orchards  along  Lutts  Road  and 

Route  93  in  Porter  Township.  In  addition  to  the  local  Gyrfalcon  on  the  Buffalo  waterfront,  a  w  intering  Peregrine 

Falcon  was  reported  throughout  the  month  in  downtown  Buffalo.  So  far,  the  only  Snowy  Owl  report  of  the 

w  inter  w  as  of  one  in  Lew  iston  Tow  nship  during  the  week  of  January  14.  From  Bertie  Bay  to  Nav  y  Island  on  the 

upper  Niagara  River,  Hocks  of  up  to  32  Tundra  Swans  were  seen  each  week.  Reports  on  the  thousands  of 

waterfowl  and  gulls  attracted  to  the  open  water  on  the  Niagara  River  between  the  Lake  Erie  ice  boom  and  the 

Peace  Bridge  included  Iceland  Gull,  L.  Black-b.  Gull  and  Glaucous  Gull. 

Dial -a- Bird  also  updated  reports  from  neighboring  regions,  including  a  Black  Vulture  at  Letchw  orth  State 

Park  and  a  Tufted  Duck  at  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  River  in  Rochester.  Just  bevond  the  w  estern  boundarv  of  the 

^  * 

Niagara  Frontier  Region,  some  Society  members  followed  the  directions  from  the  Hamilton,  Ontario,  Hotline,  and 
in  one  day,  saw  Great  Gray  Owl,  Spotted  Towhee  and  Varied  Thrush.  □ 

David  F.  Suggs 


BUFFALO  WATERFRONT  AND  NIAGARA  RIVER 

JANUARY  7,  1996 

Nineteen  “hardy”  BOS  birders  assembled  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at  8:00  a.m.,  and  after  electronic 
communication  equipment  was  installed,  tested  and  unsnarled,  proceeded  to  the  foot  of  Porter  Avenue  and 
Broderick  Park.  We  saw  little  of  note  but  now  realized  that  it  was  cold  -  very  cold.  The  day  started  at  minus  5°F 
but  warmed  up  to  a  plus  10.  This  was  a  good  test  of  the  grease  in  your  binocular  focus  wheel.  We  had  an 
immature  Bald  Eagle  far  out  over  the  lake  and  a  good  concentration  of  Greater  Scaup  at  the  head  of  the  Niagara 
river.  There  were  Hocks  of  Canvasbacks  and  Redheads  along  the  Canadian  Parkway.  Highlights  were  a  very 
close  look  at  a  single  adult  male  White-winged  Scoter  in  full  sunlight  partway  to  the  Falls  and  three  Hooded 
Mergansers  in  the  Welland  River  at  Chippavva.  The  feeders  on  Peter  Street  off  Chippawa  Parkway  were  busy 
with  the  usual  winter  visitors  including  two  Tufted  Titmice.  The  Falls  was  pretty  deserted  but  there  were  lingering 
Bonaparte's  Gulls  and  one  or  two  Iceland  Gulls.  At  the  Sir  Adam  Beck  overlook  there  were  sev  eral  Iceland  Gulls 
including  a  Kumlien's.  In  the  Gorge  was  a  Mockingbird  and  10  Robins. 

The  bird  count  was  as  follows:  Double-Cr.  Cormorant  1,  Canada  Goose  800,  Black  Duck  5,  Mallard  15, 
Canvasback  100,  Redhead  80,  Greater  Scaup  500,  Oldsquaw  20,  White-winged  Scoter  1,  Common  Goldeneye 
150,  BufHehead  200,  Hooded  Merganser  3.  Common  Merganser  10,  Red-breasted  Merganser  10,  Bald  Eagle  l 
imm.,  American  Coot  1,  Bonaparte’s  Gull  100,  Ring-billed  Gull  500,  Herring  Gull  300,  Iceland  Gull  4,  Great 
Black-bk.  Gull  50,  Rock  Dove  25,  Hairy  Woodpecker  1.  Northern  Ricker  1,  Crow  20,  Black-Cap.  Chickadee  5, 
Tufted  Titmouse  2,  Robin  10,  Mockingbird  1,  Starling  4,  Cardinal  1,  Am.  Tree  Sparrow  2,  Dark-eyed  Junco  4, 
House  Finch  6,  Am.  Goldfinch  2,  House  Sparrow  5. 

Leader,  Mike  Hamilton 

Lyme  Disease  Program  Rescheduled  for  April  3,  1996 

There  has  been  a  change  in  the  date  for  the  program  “Lyme  Disease  and  Other  Natural  Hazards  for 
Birdwatchers”  by  Dr.  Jacques  Berlin  of  the  NYS  Health  Department  will  be  given  at  the  meeting  of  the  Buffalo 
Audubon  Society  at  7:30  p.m.,  Wednesday,  April  3,  1996  at  the  Museum  of  Science. 

^  ^ 
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THE  MARSH  MONITORING  PROGRAM  TAKES  OFF  IN  95! 

The  Marsh  Monitoring  Program  (MMP)  is  a  binational,  volunteer-based  project  which  was  established  to 
monitor  the  health  of  marshes  in  the  Great  Lakes  Basin  by  surveying  populations  of  marsh  birds  and  amphibians 
during  the  breeding  season  The  MMP  is  a  cooperative  effort  of  the  Long  Point  Bird  Observatory,  Environment 
Canada  (The  Canadian  Wildlife  Service  and  Great  Lakes  2000  Cleanup  Fund)  and  the  United  State's  Great  Lakes 
Protection  Fund.  The  program  is  designed  to  provide  information  on  wildlife  communities  in  Great  Lakes  marshes. 
Emphasis  is  placed  upon  the  43  Areas  of  Concern  (AOCs)  identified  as  being  in  urgent  need  of  rehabilitation. 
However,  any  marsh  in  Ontario  and  the  eight  Great  Lakes  states  can  be  monitored. 

The  MMP  was  a  huge  success  in  its  first  year!  The  program's  expansion  into  the  United  States  and  the 
addition  of  amphibian  surveys  was  met  with  enthusiasm.  Data  have  been  received  for  ov  er  200  routes  from  more 
than  160  volunteers  to  date.  Forty  new  routes  were  established  in  3 1  Areas  of  Concern  (AOCs)  in  the  United  States 
and  51  routes  have  now  been  established  in  the  12  Ontario  AOCs.  Surveys  were  conducted  on  100  routes  in  areas 
outside  of  ACCs  in  Ontario  and  25  new  routes  were  established  in  non-AOC  areas  in  the  United  States. 

A  total  of  18,950  birds  were  counted  on  173  routes  in  1995!  Many  of  the  marsh  birds  seen  or  heard  w  ithin 
the  sample  stations  were  both  widely  distributed  and  abundant.  Red-winged  Blackbird  and  Swamp  Sparrow  were 
the  two  most  frequently  encountered  and  abundant  marsh  nesting  species  in  1995.  However,  many  abundant 
species  such  as  Common  Yellowthroat,  Yellow'  Warbler  and  Song  Sparrow  were  encountered  at  fewer  stations  than 
less  abundant,  but  more  frequently  encountered  species  such  as  Marsh  Wren  and  Common  Grackle  Virginia  Rails 
were  more  abundant  and  more  frequently  encountered  than  Soras.  One  species  of  duck,  the  Mallard,  made  the  Top- 
10  list;  it  was  both  the  ninth  most  abundant  and  most  frequently  encountered  species.  Black  Tern,  a  species  w  hich 
has  been  identified  as  being  at  risk  in  many  regions  around  the  Great  Lakes,  was  the  tenth  most  frequently 
encountered  and  fifth  most  abundant  marsh  nested 

Amphibian  surveys  were  conducted  on  125  routes  throughout  the  Great  Lakes  Basin.  Twelve  of  the  14 
species  of  frogs  and  toads  found  throughout  the  Great  Lakes  Basin  were  heard  on  MMP  survey  routes.  The  only 
species  not  heard  was  Blanchard's  cricket  frog.  Four  species  were  detected  only  occasionally:  Fowler's  toad, 
Cope's  gray  treefiug,  mink  frog  and  pickerel  frog.  The  most  abundant  species  encountered  include  the  spring 
peeper,  green  frog,  American  toad  and  leopard  frog.  Gray  treefrogs  and  bullfrogs  were  both  heard  more  than  one- 
third  of  survey  sites.  The  tiny,  yet  aptly  named,  chorus  frog  was  heard  at  one-fourth  of  the  sites  surveyed  and 
wood  frogs,  found  more  commonly  in  swamps  than  marshes,  were  heard  at  sixteen  percent  of  the  stations! 

Despite  the  enthusiastic  response  from  volunteers  in  1995,  additional  volunteers  are  needed  to  establish 
routes  in  1996,  especially  in  the  Great  Lakes  states.  All  volunteers  will  receive  a  Marsh  Monitoring  Program 
Training  Kit,  designed  to  instruct  volunteers  about  survey  protocols.  A  training  tape  is  also  prov  ided  to  help 
v  olunteers  in  identifying  the  songs  and  calls  of  the  most  common  marsh  birds  and  amphibians.  If  you,  or  anyone 
you  know,  who  would  like  to  participate  in  the  program,  please  contact  Amy  Chabot,  Marsh  Monitoring  Program 
Coordinator,  at  Long  Point  Bird  Observatory,  P.O.  Box  160,  Port  Rowan,  ON,  Canada,  NOE  1M0.  Phone:  (519) 
586-3531.  Fax:(519)585-3532. 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


Welcome  to  the  new  Associate  Member: 

Michael  R.  Noville 
2470  Bauer  Rd. 

Eden,  NY  14057 
Tel:  627-2646 
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Note  the  following  address  change: 

Julie  Braun 
149  Ridge  Park 
Cheektowaga,  NY  1421 1 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Mar.  27:  Glen  Coady  will  present  a  program  based  on  his  recent  birding  trip  to  Churchill,  Ontario. 

Apr.  10:  George  Pond  will  show  highlights  of  his  trip  to  Ecuador. 

Apr.  24:  Dr.  Stuart  Calhoun  of  the  State  University  of  New  York  College  at  Buffalo  will  report  on  the  ten 

year  conclusions  of  his  continuing  Common  Tern  project. 

May  8:  William  Vaughan  Memorial  Lecture.  This  year’s  lecture  entitled  “Rails:  Shadow  birds  of  the 

Marshland”  will  feature  William  Burt  noted  nature  photographer,  author  and  lecturer.  The  traveling 
exhibit  of  photographs,  Shadow  birds,  will  be  on  display  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  from 
March  12  to  June  2,  1996. 

May  22:  Michael  Davis  will  share  birding  highlights  from  his  trip  to  Hungary. 

Jun.  6:  Annual  picnic  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve. 


If  vou  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December. 
Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt 
Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


Feb.  4:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  and  Falls.  Meet  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at  8:00  a.m.  or  at  8:30  on  the 

Canadian  side  at  the  first  parking  lot  0.6  mile  upstream  of  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leader:  Dave  Cooper 
(284-4118). 

Feb.  25:  Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  Trip.  Meet  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at  9:00  a.m.  or  at  9:30  on  the  Canadian 

side  at  the  first  parking  lot  0.6  mi  upstream  of  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leaders:  Blayne  Faman  and 
Richard  Byron  1662-4.78-3-) 

March  23:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  County.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  in 

Wright's  Corners  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Hwv  78  at  the  Top's  Market,  a  block  north  of  the  Hwy 
104  intersection.  Leader:  Willie  D'Anna  (731-4348). 
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March  30: 

Apnl  7: 
April  14: 
Apnl  20: 


Apnl  28: 

May  5: 

May  1 1: 

May  19: 
May  26: 


Sept.  6-8: 


Saturday  not  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the 
Tanning  Bed  store,  on  the  south  side  of  Main  Street,  0. 1  mile  east  of  Transit  Road.  Joint  tnp  with 
Buffalo  Audubon  Society.  Leader:  Morgan  Jones  (433-5687). 

Sunday.  Daylight  Saving  Time.  (Forward  one  hr.) 

Sunday.  BOS  Apnl  Bird  Count.  Leader  TBA. 

Saturday  not  Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ontario.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Bob  Evans 
parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd  (Hwy  62).  or  go  directly  to 
Beamer  Conservation  Area.  This  is  30  miles  into  Canada  on  the  QEW,  on  the  escarpment  above 
Grimsby.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Tanning  Bed  store  0.1  mile  east  of 
Main  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  Rochester  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Park  shelter. 
Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987). 

Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Center.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  in  the  Tifft  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  trip. 
Leader:  Michael  Morgante  (685-4975). 

Saturday  not  Sunday.  Presque  Isle  at  Erie,  PA.  for  warblers.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the  Presque  Isle 
Administration  building.  Leader:  Bill  Bogacki  (674-5781).  Some  persons  may  go  dow  n  Friday. 

Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  TBA. 

Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet  at  6:00  a.m.  at  Vermont 
and  Busti.  Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783) 

Fnday-Sunday.  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  Annual  Meeting  hosted  by  Hudson- 
Mohawk  Bird  Club  at  the  Holidav  Inn  Turf,  Wolf  Road.  The  theme  will  be  migration.  For 
information  and  registration  contact:  Hudson-Mohawk  Bird  Club,  Inc.,  c/o  Five  Rivers 
Environmental  Education  Center,  Game  Farm  Rd.,  Delmar,  NY  12054. 


Notice:  For  field  trips  across  the  Peace  Bridge  the  meeting  place  on  the  Canadian  side  is  being  eliminated  since  it 
is  so  little  used.  If  someone  wants  to  meet  us  on  the  Canadian  side,  it  can  be  arranged  by  calling  the  tnp  leader. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Tnp  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 
Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 


20 


BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Buffalo,  NY  14211 

Address  Correction  Requested 


Non  Profit  Org. 
U.S.  Postage 


PAID 


Buffalo,  NY 
Permit  No.  412 


Albert  R.  Mann  Library 
Acquisitions  Division 
Ithaca  NY  14850 


Vol.  62  No.  3 


Trias  PBOTTOWlTMY 


PUBLISHED  MONTHLY 


THE 


BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY,  INC. 


BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 


»n/*U  * 


LIBRARY 


APR  ?. 


'THACA,  NY  14RP 


Volume  62  March,  1996  Number  3 

THE  MONTH:  February,  1996 

February's  weather  was  a  mixed  bag  with  Western  New  York  and  the  Niagara  Peninsula  escaping  the  record 
low  temperature  readings  and  heavy  snowfalls  in  the  Northern  Plains  and  the  Midwest  as  Arctic  air  masses 
produced  by  a  huge  high  pressure  system  dominated  climatic  conditions  over  much  ot  the  northeastern  part  of  the 
continent  during  the  first  week  of  the  period.  Although  temperatures  were  as  much  as  20°(F)  below  normal  in 
elevated  areas  south  of  Buffalo  during  the  first  week,  precipitation  in  the  form  of  snow  squalls  and  snow'  Hurries 
was  minimal.  By  February  6th,  a  high  pressure  system  from  the  Mississippi  Valley  circulating  southerly  winds 
and  raising  temperatures  above  normal  readings,  persisted  for  several  days  until  a  deep  low  pressure  system 
behind  a  front  from  the  Canadian  Man  times  sent  the  thermometer  plummeting  again  with  colder  temperatures  but 
otherwise  tranquil  w'eather  conditions.  On  February  19th,  a  ridge  of  high  pressure  along  the  Atlantic  Seaboard 
brought  a  brisk  How  of  warm  air  to  the  region,  the  beginning  of  a  nine  day  period  of  pleasant  weather  during 
which  the  first  wave  of  early  spring  passerine  migrants  including  Common  Grackles,  Red-winged  Blackbirds  and 
Brown-headed  Cowbirds  along  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  were  reported  to  “Dial-a-Bird”  and  the  first  raptor 
migrant,  a  Turkey  Vulture  was  seen  by  Dean  DiTommaso  at  Evangola  State  Park  in  the  Town  of  Brant.  On 
February  28th,  an  northwest  How  of  Arctic  air  crossed  the  Great  Lakes  from  the  St.  Lawrence  Valley  to  end  the 
month  on  a  wintry  note  w'ith  gale  force  winds  and  snow'  squalls.  The  high  temperature  of  the  month  at  Buffalo, 
55°(F)  was  recorded  on  February  24th  with  another  nine  days  of  thermometer  readings  above  40°(F).  The  average 
temperature  for  the  month  w'as  31.3°(F),  0.3  below'  normal;  precipitation  measured  2.09  inches  (more  than  half  of 
which  fell  as  rain),  22  Inches  below  average  while  total  snowfall  of  11.9  inches  was  6.3  inches  below  normal. 
(Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

Wintering  Mute  Swans  were  much  in  evidence  on  February  25th.  Those  participating  on  the  BOS  Canadian 
Owl  Trip  on  that  date  had  an  auspicious  beginning  to  their  day,  when  a  preliminary  stop  at  the  parking  area  on  the 
Niagara  Parkway  in  Fort  Erie  above  the  Peace  Bridge  where  they  saw'  four  adult  Mute  Swans  on  the  Niagara 
River  and  taking  wing.  Later  in  the  afternoon,  this  Hock  was  seen  again  by  Cathy  Mueller  in  the  Black  Rock  Canal 
at  the  south  end  of  the  Bird  Island  Pier  in  Buffalo.  At  approximately  the  same  time  in  the  morning  when  these 
birds  were  discovered,  Mike  Morgante  saw  two  Mute  Swans,  one  adult  and  one  moulting  juvenile  on  Lake 
On  tan  o  at  Golden  Hill  State  Park  in  the  Towm  of  Somerset  in  Niagara  County.  Later  that  morning,  Morgante 
repeated  his  find  at  the  Wilson-Tuscorora  Slate  Park  in  theTowm  of  Wilson  where  he  found  a  similar  pair  of  one 
adult  and  one  moulting  juvenile  Mute  Swans  on  Lake  Ontario.  He  determined  that  this  pair  were  different  birds  as 
the  juvenile  swan  was  “conspicuously  darker”  than  the  one  at  Golden  Hill.  Formerly,  sightings  of  this  swan  in 
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New  York  State  were  considered  possible  escapes  from  aviaries  but  now  a  thriving  feral  population  at  Jamaica 
Bay  Sanctuary  of  the  Gateway  National  Recreation  Area  on  Long  Island  has  increased  in  numbers  exceeding  200 
adult  birds,  necessitating  human  intervention  to  control  it.  The  National  Audubon  Society  Field  Notes  (Winter, 
1995  Vol.  49:5)  indicates  three  nesting  pairs  at  Rochester  last  summer. 

On  February  15th,  Peter  Yoerg  observ  ed  two  adult  Peregrine  Falcons  perched  “inches  apart”  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Statler  Office  Building  at  Franklin  and  Mohawk  Streets  in  downtown  Buffalo.  The  birds  were  in  two  color 
phases,  one  with  a  lighter  “blue-gray”  mantle  which  Yoerg  thought  might  be  of  the  Tundra  Race’  and  the  second 
with  mixed  “dark  brown  and  gray”  mantle.  He  observed  one  bird  take  tlight  and  return  to  its  perch  with  a  full 
crop.  Yoerg  made  his  observations  in  the  late  afternoon  and  returned  the  following  day  at  that  time  and  again  saw 
the  pair  occupying  the  same  perch.  On  February  17th,  Chuck  Rosenberg  was  working  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Sister 
Creek  at  Bennett  Beach  in  the  Town  of  Evans  in  Erie  County  when  he  noticed  a  large  dark  raptor,  “the  size  of  a 
Red-tailed  Hawk”  hovering  over  a  lead  of  open  water  on  the  ice-bound  Lake  Erie  shore  a  short  distance  away. 
Rosenberg  scanned  the  bird  with  his  binoculars  and  identified  it  as  an  adult  gray-phase  Gyrfalcon  by  its  heavily 
streaked  breast.,  dark  facial  “sideburns”  heavily  barred  tail  and  broad  pointed  wings.  Although  the  sighting  was 
made  some  fifteen  miles  west  of  the  Buffalo  South  Harbor  area  where  our  resident  Gyrfalcon  is  enjoying  its 
fourth  winter  with  us,  the  BOS  cognoscenti  are  of  the  opinion  that  Rosenburg’s  find  was  “our”  bird  which  in 
previous  years  has  been  discovered  wandering  westward  on  the  Lake  Erie  shore  during  its  winter  visits. 

Last  month  In  these  pages,  Gordon  Bellerby  recounted  the  singular  disappearance  in  January  of  virtually  all  of 
the  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  and  other  wintering  Iarids  and  waterfowl  from  the  lower  Niagara  River  between  Niagara 
Falls  and  its  mouth  at  Niagara-on-the-Lake.  Bellerby  theorized  that  this  phenomenon  was  due  in  whole  or  part  to 
“brown  water  runoff’  over  the  American  Falls  after  the  January  thaw  caused  flooding  and  soil  deposits  in  the 
upper  Niagara  River.(See  Prothouotary,  Vol.  62:2,  pg.  13)  However,  this  month  his  flypast  tally  at  the  river’s 
mouth  once  again  brought  “the  usual  brief  influx  in  February”  of  Bonaparte’s  and  Little  Gulls  including  12  Little 
Gulls  on  February  22nd  and  16  Little  Gulls  and  a  maximum  of  2615  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  on  February  24th.  Once 
again  this  month,  possibly  because  of  displacement  of  wintering  gulls  at  Niagara  Falls  because  of  the  muddied 
waters  of  the  lower  river  or  the  ice  bridge  in  the  gorge,  local  bird-watchers  at  Buffalo  had  an  unusual  variety  of 
Iarids  in  the  upper  Niagara  River  between  Buffalo  and  Fort  Erie.  On  February  4th,  at  Bird  Island  Pier  at  the  foot 
of  Ferry  Street  in  Buffalo,  Willie  D'Anna  and  his  party  tallied  an  adult  Thayer’s  Gull,  an  adult  Iceland  Gull,  an 
adult  and  a  second  winter  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  and  four  Glaucous  Gulls. 

Finally,  although  not  of  the  magnitude  of  the  irruption  of  the  winter  of  1993-94,  the  presence  of  small  flocks  of 
Common  Redpolls  in  our  study  area  this  season  In  contrast  to  their  complete  absence  last  year  has  been  noted  by 
several  observers.  Thus,  on  the  morning  of  February  17th  as  Willie  D'Anna  and  Dean  DiTommaso  scanned  a 
flock  of  45  redpolls  in  an  apple  orchard  on  the  Lower  Lake  Road  in  the  Town  of  Somerset,  they  focused  their 
attention  on  one  bird  which  D'Anna  “suspected  was  a  Hoary  Redpoll  from  the  start.”  The  bird’s  pale  grayish- 
white  mantle  and  pale  unstreaked  ventral  surfaces  among  other  characters  confirmed  his  diagnosis  of  this  rare 
congener  of  the  Common  Redpolls  with  which  it  was  associated. 


Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 
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Name  of  Bird 

Horned  Grebe 

*  Red-necked  Grebe 
D. -crest.  Cormorant 
Great  Blue  Heron 

44 

Tundra  Swan 

44 

44 

*Mute  Swan 

44 

44 

44 

Canvasback 
Ring-necked  Duck 
Oldsquaw 
Surf  Scoter 

44 

White- winged  Scoter 

44 

44 

^Turkey  Vulture 
Bald  Eagle 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

44 

44 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

44 

44 

Red- tailed  Hawk 
Rough-legged  Hawk 

44 

44 

*  Peregrine  Falcon 

Gvrfalcon 

Little  Gull 

44 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

44 

Iceland  Gull 

44 

44 

44 

44 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 
Glaucous  Gull 


Feb. 

Number 

1,5 

1,2 

17 

1 

17,18 

3,1 

4,22 

13,7 

17,18 

1,5 

4 

24 

18 

2 

23,26 

17,28 

25 

2 

25 

2 

25 

4 

25 

4 

18 

400 

4 

4 

15 

2500 

18 

1 

18 

1 

4 

1 

17,25 

30,35 

29 

6 

26F 

1 

13 

1  ad.,1  imm. 

15 

1  ad., 3  imm. 

16 

1  ad. ,3  imm. 

18 

1  ad.,1  imm. 

18 

2 

19 

2  ad. 

22 

1  ad.,1  imm. 

1-29 

1 

12 

1 

18,26 

U 

1-29 

2 

2 

1 

18 

1 

4 

15 

16 

3 

17 

1 

25 

1 

15,16 

2  ad. 

17 

1 

22  24 

12,16 

25 

5 

24,26 

2615,0 

25 

300 

1 

1 

4 

1 

4 

2 

17 

1 

23 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Location 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Somerset  Twp. 
TonawandaTwp. 
Motor  Island 
Tonawanda  Twp. 
Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 
Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 
Navy  Island 
Golden  Hill  S.P. 
Wilson  Harbor 
Fort  Erie,  Ont. 
Buffalo 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 
Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 
Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 
Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 
Somerset  Twp. 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Evangola  S.P. 
Queenston,  Ont. 
Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 
Navy  Island 
Navy  Island 
Lewiston  Twp. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Navy  Island 
Wales  Twp. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 
Niagara  Falls(f) 
Amity  Twp. 
Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 
Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 
Dayton  Twp. 

Porter  Twp. 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 
Buffalo 
Evans  Twp. 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Lewiston  Twp. 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Lewiston  Twp. 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 
Niagara  Falls 
Porter  Twp. 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 
Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Fort  Erie,  Ont. 


Observer 

Rew 

D’Annaetal 
Watson 
Watson,  Hess 
Watson 

D’Anna,  Potter 
Y  oerg  et  al 
Chilton 
Morgante 
Morgan  te 

Watson,  Bvron(BOS) 
Mueller 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Bellerby 

Morgante 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

D’Annaetal 

D’Anna,  Morgante 

Bellerby 

DiTommaso 

Bellerby 

Chilton 

Hess 

Morgante 

S.&T.  O’Donnell 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Hess 

O.  Rosche 
S.&T.  O’Donnell 
Yoerg,  Chilton 
S.&T.  O’Donnell 
Pitznck 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
Cooper  et  al 
Rew 

Davis,  Rader 

Morgante 

Yoerg 

Rosenburg 

Bellerby 

Morgante 

Bellerby 

Morgante 

Rew 

D’Annaetal 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Davis,  Rader 

Bellerbv 

D’Annaetal 

Rew 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Glaucous  Gull 

44 

44 

Great  black-b.  Gull 

*  Great  Horned  Owl 

*  Snowy  Owl 
Long-eared  Owl 

44 

Short-eared  Owl 

44 

44 

44 

Homed  Lark 

44 

*E.a.  praticola 

*  Common  Raven 
Tufted  Titmouse 
Eastern  Bluebird 
Northern  Mockingbird 

44 

44 

*  Brown  Thrasher 
Cedar  Waxwing 
Northern  Shrike 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

*Yellow-r.  Warbler 

44 

^Chipping  Sparrow 
White-cr.  Sparrow 
Snow  Bunting 

44 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

44 

44 

*Rusty  Blackbird 

44 

Common  Grackle 

44 

44 

44 

44 

Brown-head.  Cowbird 
Common  Redpoll 

44 

44 

* Hoarv  Redpoll 


Feb. 

Number 

4 

4 

4 

0 

17 

1 

1 

270 

18-29 

1 

17 

1 

17 

1 

25 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 

3 

10,17 

1,2 

17 

30 

25 

150 

20 

2 

8,9 

1,1 

13-29 

0 

10 

3 

18 

1 

25 

1 

29 

1 

25 

1 

17 

72 

3 

1 

12,17 

U 

12 

1 

15,18 

1,1 

17 

1 

18 

1 

19 

1 

27 

1 

3 

1 

17 

1 

8-25 

1 

17 

1 

17 

40 

23 

7 

13 

28 

21F 

9 

25-29 

8  repts  (1-4) 

3 

8 

16 

1 

13 

4 

26F 

8 

26F,29 

1,2 

28 

6 

29 

10 

13,28F 

35,50 

13 

1 

15 

1 

17 

45 

17 

1 

17 

1 

Location 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Btlo. 
Niagara  Falls 
Somerset  Twp. 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 
Wheatfield  Twp. 
Somerset  Twp. 
Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 
Sheridan  Twp. 

Yates  Twp. 

Lancaster  Twp. 
Lancaster  Twp. 
Lancaster  Twp. 
Niagara  County 
Somerset  Twp. 

Amity  Twp. 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 
East  Aurora 
Tifft  N.P. 

Strykersville 
Pom  fret  Twp. 

East  Aurora 
Newfane  Twp. 
Somerset  Twp. 
Lancaster  Twp. 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 
Golden  Hill  S.P. 
Porter  Twp. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Wilson  Twp. 

Bonds  Lake,  Lewiston 
Porter  Twp. 

Buffalo(f) 

Somerset  Twp. 
Lancaster  Twp. 
Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 
Tonawanda  Twp. 
Brocton  Twp. 
throughout  WNY 
Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 
Leon  Twp. 
Tonawanda  Twp. 
Lancaster  Twp. 
Buffalo 
Sheridan  Twp. 
Clarence  Twp. 
Tonawanda  Twp. 
Lancaster  Twp.(f) 
Niagara  Falls  (0 
Somerset  Twp. 
Somerset  Twp. 
Somerset  Twp. 


Observer 

D’Annaetal 
D’Anna,  Potter 
D’Annaetal 
Rew 

S.&T.  O'Donnell 
D’Annaetal 
Potter 
Morgan  te 
Rew 

S.&T.  O’Donnell 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Morgan  te 

Morgan  te 

Morgan  te 

Rew,  Dornhaffer 

Pitzrick 

Bellerby 

Morgante  et  al 

Watson 

Davis 

Budniewski 

Davis 

D’Annaetal 
S.&T.  O’Donnell 
Rosenburg,  Morgante 
S.&T.  O’Donnell 
Chilton,  Yoerg 
D’Anna,  DiTommaso 
S.&T.  O’Donnell 
Yoerg,  Henderson 
Potter 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Davis,  Rader 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Potter 

Morgante 

Chilton 

Watson 

Budniewski 

many  observers 

Watson 

Rew 

Watson 

Morgante,  Taylor 
Mueller,  Yoerg 

R. &C.  Budniewski 
D’Anna 
Watson,  Hess 
Morgante 

S.  O’Donnell 
D’Annaetal 
D’Annaetal 
DiTommasoetal 
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Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

American  Goldfinch 

1-29 

41  max. 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rose he 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-29 

8-51 

Amity  Lake(f) 

V.&R.  Pitzrick 

tt 

4 

10 

Beaver  Meadow  N.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

tt 

19,29 

8,3 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R.&C.  Budniewski 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  98 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  13 


Total  for  year . 

Name  of  Bird 

Date 

Nil  mber 

Errata 

Location 

Observer 

Delete: 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

Oct.  2 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Watson 

Addenda  (Prothonotary,  Vol. 

Whip-poor-will  July  22 

61  (11):  124,  1995) 

2 

1995 

Wainfleet 

Yoerg 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

Julv  22 
* 

Wain  fleet 

Yoerg 

Should  be:  1994 

&&&&&&&& 

TTTTTTTT 

Bird  Census  of  the  North  Amherst  Nature  Preserve 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  has  been  asked  to  survey  the  bird  population  of  Robin  Drake’s  proposed 
North  Amherst  Nature  Preserve.  Our  results  will  be  used  in  support  of  her  continuing  solicitation  of  support  for 
this  wildlife  area.  The  Research  Committee  proposes  doing  this  in  two  ways.  First,  we  invite  you  to  explore  this 
area  as  many  times  as  possible  this  spring,  sending  a  copy  of  your  checklist  of  birds  for  each  trip  to  Gerry  Rising, 
295  Robinhill  Drive,  Williamsville,  NY  14221.  Second,  we  will  organize  two  more  thorough  censuses  of  nesting 
species  during  June.  At  that  time  we  hope  to  gain  some  comparable  data  about  the  number  of  summer  residents. 
More  about  this  will  be  addressed  at  BOS  meetings. 

The  proposed  North  Amherst  Nature  Preserve  is  located  in  the  northwest  corner  of  Amherst  between  North 
French  Road  on  the  south,  Sweethome  Road  on  the  west,  Tonawanda  Creek  Road  (following  Tonawanda  Creek) 
on  the  north,  and  Campbell  Boulevard  on  the  east.  A  quick  way  to  reach  the  preserve  is  to  take  Route  990  north 
from  the  Youngmann  Expressway  (Rte  290)  to  the  French  Road  exit.  Turn  west  on  French  Road  to  reach  the 
preserve;  the  southeast  corner  is  within  a  half  mile. 

All  of  the  border  roads  around  the  almost  two  square  mile  area  are  lined  with  private  property  and  family 
homes.  There  are,  however,  a  number  of  access  routes  that  lead  to  paths  through  the  property.  On  the  attached 
map  these  are  marked  with  Xs.  One  access  road  off  French  Road  leads  to  a  private  archery  club.  Permission  is 
required  to  use  this  road  and  we  are  seeking  that.  Another  good  access  path  is  at  the  end  of  Christine  Drive  off 
Sweethome  Road.  You  can  also  enter  on  paths  following  the  powerlines  that  cross  the  area  in  an  east-west 
direction.  Several  of  the  paths  follow  water  courses  through  the  area  and  are  high  enough  that  birders  need  only 
wear  regular  hiking  boots.  Unfortunately  the  reason  for  these  roads  is  that  they  have  been  used  during  past  years 
for  mosquito  spraying.  (Despite  this  we  found  a  number  of  old  bird  nests  on  a  recent  visit.) 

Most  of  the  area  is  second  growth,  the  area  almost  certainly  having  been  farmed  within  30  or  40  years,  but 
there  are  a  few  areas  with  older  trees.  Migrant  watchers  should  appreciate  the  low  growth.  No  neck  cricks  here. 

We  urge  you  to  visit  this  new  area  and  to  record  your  observations  there.  We  can  collect  some  interesting  data 
and  support  a  good  cause  at  the  same  time.  —  Gerry  Rising 
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BOS  Officers  and  Council 
1995-1996 


OFFICERS 


COUNCIL 


1993- 96  Dave  Cooper 

Donald  Ehrenreich 
Dave  Suggs 

1 994- 97  A 1  i  ce  Me  Hale 

William  Watson 
Charles  Rosenburg 

1995- 98  Audrey  Horbett 

Bill  Townsend 
Jerry  Farrell 

Gail  Seamons,  President 
Charles  Halvorsen,  Editor 

BOS  Committees  1995-96 


MEMBERSHIP 

PROGRAM 

FIELD  TRIPS 

Ellen  Schopp 

Jane  Heyer 

Robert  Brock 

Michael  Davis 

William  D’Anna 
Bill  Watson 

CONSERVATION 

BUDGET 

RESEARCH 

Don  Roberson 

Richard  Christensen 

Jan  O’Connell 

Lvnn  Landon 

Roberta  Vail  one 

Mike  Hamilton 

Gerry  Rising 

Fran  Rew 

Bob  Andrle 

Jan  O’Connell 
Gerry  Rising 

DATA  PRESERVATION 

NOMINATING 

AUDIT 

Davis  Suggs 

William  D’Anna 

Mike  Galas 

Joe  DiDomenico 

Tom  Harper 
Dave  Junkin 

Morgan  Jones 

Ellen  Schopp 

Bill  Watson 

Morgan  Jones 

Mike  Morgan te 

David  Cooper 

REFUGE 

SPECIAL  PROJECTS 

Tom  Burke 

Bob  Andrle 

Pat  Devine 

Bob  Brock 

Roberta  McDonald 

Richard  Collins 

Barbara  Nutting 

Fran  Revv 

Jacquiline  Stains 

Gerry  Rising 

President - Gail  Seamons 

V.  President - Don  Roberson 

Rec.  Secretary - Blake  Reeves 

Corr.  Secretary - Cathy  Mueller 

Treasurer - Mike  Hamilton 

Librarian - Audrey  Horbett 

Statistician - - Bob  Andrle 

Fran  Revv 
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Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  February  1996D 

□ 

In  previous  years,  February  has  provided  some  exciting  Hotline  reports,  such  as  Great  Gray  Owl  and 
Ross’  Gull,  but  this  year  the  line  was  quiet  for  the  month  of  February.  Wintering  falcons  reported  during  the 
month  to  Dial-a-Bird  included  the  waterfront’s  well  known  Gyrfalcon,  seen  as  far  south  as  Big  Sister  Creek  in 
Evans  Township,  15  miles  from  it’s  usual  location.  Two  adult  Peregrine  Falcons  were  present  through  the  month 
in  Niagara  Square,  maybe  downtown  Buffalo  will  join  several  cities  in  the  northeastern  United  States  with  nesting 
Peregrines. 

Other  accounts  in  February  were  a  welcomed  report  from  the  Chautauqua  Lake  outlet,  updating  the  local 
waterfowl.  Late  in  the  month,  numbers  of  Little  Gulls  and  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  returned  to  the  lower  Niagara  River. 
A  wintering  Yellow-r.  Warbler  was  at  Bonds  Lake  Park  in  Lewiston  and  Evening  Grosbeaks  were  regular  visitors 
to  the  feeders  at  Beaver  Meadows  Nature  Center.  A  single  Hoary  Redpoll  with  Common  Redpolls  was  reported 
from  Somerset  in  the  Lake  Ontario  plains.  In  Lancaster,  Short-eared  Owls  continued  their  seasonal  dvisit,  and  the 
only  Snowy  Owl  mentioned  was  at  the  Niagara  Falls  Airport.  By  mid-month,  blackbird  reports  were  widespread. 

David  F.  Suggs 


»  a#  a#  a#  a# 

*r» 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


Welcome  to  our  new  Associate  Members: 

Richard  Sowinski 
6867  Creekview  Dr. 

Lockport,  NY  14094 
Ph:  625-8754 

Ronald  Pal  mere  &  Diane  Bofinger 
218  New  Road 
East  Amherst,  NY  14051 
Ph:  689-8954 

Gail  Diefendorf 
343  Minnesota  Ave. 

Buffalo,  NY  14215 
Ph:  838-0228 

Brian  Lewandowski 
165  Blake  Hill  Road 
East  Aurora,  NY  14052 
Ph:  652-4658 

Welcome  to  the  new  Active  Members: 
Michael  M.  Morgante 
Edward  F.  Ratajczak 
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Errata 

Report  of  the  67,h  B.O.S.  Christmas  Bird  Count  ( Prolhonotary ,  Vol.  62,  No.  1,  pg.  7)  the  individuals  count 
for  Section  N  should  read:  1,064. 

Notes  form  B.O.S.  Field  Trip,  February  4,  1996 

Fifteen  Red-tailed  Hawks  were  seen  in  a  single  panoramic  view  of  trees  edging  plowed  unvegetated  fields  in 
B.O.S.  Section  7  -  Wainfleet,  Ontario  (Forks  and  Montrose  Rds.)  The  birds  were  congregating  within  an 
estimated  distance  of  400  yards.  This  sighting  occurred  at  11:00  a.m.  We  (Byron,  Connare,  Wojewodzki) 
regarded  this  as  an  unusual  number  in  such  close  proximity  in  non-migration  season. 

Not  far  away  at  Concession  Road  2  between  White  and  Miller  we  saw  another  eight  red-tailed  Hawks  in 
trees  edging  a  corn-stubble  field. 

We  questioned  the  existence  of  a  great  small  mammal  food  supply  because  the  first  field  lacked  any 
vegetation  to  provide  seeds  for  mice  or  voles.  However,  we  observed  one  hawk  come  down  to  a  naked  plowed 
field  and  Hew  off  with  what  appeared  to  be  a  vole. 

There  was  no  snow  of  consequence  on  these  fields.  It  was  a  bright  sunny  day,  temperature  was 
approximately  10°(F)  and  the  winds  were  minimal. 

David  Cooper 

BOS  MEETINGS 


If  vou  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December. 
Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt 
Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

May  8:  William  Vaughan  Memorial  Lecture.  This  year’s  lecture  entitled  “Rails:  Shadowbirds  of  the 

Marshland”  will  feature  William  Burt  noted  nature  photographer,  author  and  lecturer.  The  traveling 
exhibit  of  photographs,  Shadowbirds ,  will  be  on  display  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  from 
March  12  to  June  2,  1996. 

May  22:  Michael  Davis  will  share  birding  highlights  from  his  trip  to  Hungary. 

Jun.  6:  Annual  picnic  at  Tiff t  Nature  Preserve. 


TTTTTTTT 

FIELD  TRIPS 


April  28:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Tanning  Bed  store  0.1  mile  east  of 

Main  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  Rochester  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Park  shelter. 
Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987). 

May  5:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Center.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  in  the  Tifft  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  trip. 

Leader:  Michael  Morgante  (685-4975). 
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May  1 1:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Presque  Isle  at  Erie,  PA.  for  warblers.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the  Presque  Isle 

Administration  building.  Leader:  Bill  Bogacki  (674-5781).  Some  persons  may  go  down  Friday. 

May  19:  Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  TBA. 

May  26:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet  at  6:00  a.m.  at  Vermont 

and  Busti.  Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783) 

June  2:  Sunday.  Southern  Counties.  Bert  Sehweigert  (945-4210)  will  lead  us  in  his  home  territory.  Meet  at 

8:00  a.m.  in  Spnngville  in  the  Park  &  Ride  parking  lot  where  the  Route  219  Expressway  meets 
Route  39.  This  is  about  30  mi.  from  Buffalo. 

June  23:  Sunday.  North  Amherst  Nature  Preserve  hike.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  corner  of  French  Road  and 

Sweethome  Road  in  Amherst.  Leader:  Gerry  Rising  (689-8301). 

Sept.  6-8:  Friday-Sunday.  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  Annual  Meeting  hosted  by  Hudson- 

Mohawk  Bird  Club  at  the  Holiday  Inn  Turf,  Wolf  Road.  The  theme  will  be  migration.  For 
information  and  registration  contact:  Hudson-Mohawk  Bird  Club,  Inc.,  c/o  Five  Rivers 
Environmental  Education  Center,  Game  Farm  Rd.,  Delmar,  NY  12054. 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

Area  Christmas  Bird  Count  Totals 

In  addition  to  the  B.O.S.  Christmas  Bird  Count  (centered  on  Grand  Island),  there  are  several  other 
Christmas  bird  counts  conducted  throughout  the  region.  Gerry  rising  has  thoughtfully  compiled  the  results  of 
those  various  counts.  He  has  also  compiled  totals  for  the  combined  counts  since  1990.  His  efforts  are  printed  in 
the  following  pages. 


^  ^  ^ 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

'r'T'T'r'r'rT'r 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Region  Christmas  Counts:  1995 


Beaver 

Chstnt 

Dunk 

James 

Niagara 

Oak 

Port 

St 

SL 

N 

Mdw 

Buffalo 

Ridge 

Fred 

town 

Falls 

Orchard 

Colb 

Sclo 

Bona 

Catta 

TOT 

C 

Date 

Dec  16 

Dec  17 

Dec  30 

Jan  1 

— 

Dec  17 

Dec  23 

Dec  27 

Dec  16 

Dec  16 

Dec  16 

Dec  17 

Common  Loon 

3 

1 

4 

8 

3 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

6 

Homed  Grebe 

2 

_ 

1 

1 

4  j 

8 

4 

Doubie-cr.  Cormorant 

19 

9 

12 

40 

3 

Great  Blue  Heron 

3j 

44 

2 

10 

1 

4 

1 

7 

2 ; 

74 

9 

Black-cr.  Night  Heron, 

1 

1 

l 

Tundra  Swan 

_ 

23 

23 

1 

Snow  Goose 

1 

4 

5 

2 

Canada  Goose 

2662 

40 

1591 

720 

1298 

120 

1 

126 

2527 

9085 

9 

Wood  Duck 

4 

4 

1 

Green-winged  Teal 

1 

L 

2 

American  Black  Duck 

132 

5 

23 

52 

88 

4 

4 

12 

13 

53 

386 

10 

Mallard 

3 

2496 

326 

603 

767 

934 

154 

49 

38 

32 

1265 

6667 

11 

Northern  Pintail 

1 

1 

1 

Gadwall 

41 

14 

2 

1 

58 

4 

American  Wigeon 

21 

15 

1 

37 

3 

Canvas  back 

15033 

10 

5 

15048 

3 

Redhead 

279 

13 

l\ 

293 

3 

Ring-necked  Duck 

31 

31 

Greater  Scaup 

1402 

2 

83 

606 

35 

2128 

5 

Lesser  Scaup 

311 

9 

3 

246 

2 

571 

5 

scaup  species 

4 

4 

1 

Oldsquaw 

2896 

3035 

5931 

2 

Surf  Scoter 

1 

|  1 

1 

White-winged  Scoter 

1 

44 

83 

128 

3 

scoter  species 

“Tf 

1 

1 

Common  Goldeneye 

2468 

4 

6 

719 

1 

223  I !  3421 

6 

Bufflehead 

412 

23 

1 

191 

365 

1 

102 

1095 

7 

Hooded  Merganser 

67 

15 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

73 

166 

8 

Common  Merganser 

10108 

2 

22 

329 

13 

2 

4 

295 

10775 

8 

Red-br.  Merganser 

464 

6 

111 

83 

205 

869 

5 

duck  species 

87 

1 

1 

88 

2 

Turkey  Vulture 

2 

1 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Northern  Harrier 

1 

11 

1 

1 

1 

2 1 

17 

6 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

4 

2 

6 

4 

7 

8 

6 

1 

1 

1 

6 1 

46 

11 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

1 

7 

3 

3 

3 

9 

2 

1 

1 

2 

7 

39 

11 

Northerrt  Goshawk 

1 

if 

2 

2 

accipiter  species 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

2 

7 

1 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

23 

82 

40 

30 

111 

133 

77 

67 

16 

6 

202 

787 

11 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

1 

2 

20 

6 

12 

6 

18 1 

65 

7 

buteo  species 

1 

1 

1 

American  Kestrel 

2 

23 

10 

4 

11 

43 

25 

33 

5 

1 

71 

228 

11 

Merlin 

1 

1 

2I 

2 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

2 

1 

1 

21 

6 

23 

3] 

57 

7 

Ruffed  Grouse 

1 

2 

1 

7 

4 

_ I 

15 

5 

Wild  Turkey 

244 

80 

122 

384 

63 

116 

194 

38 

1241 

8 

American  Coot 

2 

376 

1 

4 

9 

392 

5 

Killdeer 

1 

1 

1 

1 

30 
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Beaver 

Chstnt 

Dunk 

James 

Niagaraj  Oak 

Port 

St  St  N 

Mdw 

Buffalo 

Ridge 

Fred 

town 

Falls  iOrchard 

Colb 

Scio  i  Bona  Cath 

TOT  C 

Date 

Dec  16 

Dec  17 

Dec  30 

Jan  1 

Dec  17 

Dec  23 

Dec  27 

Dec  16 

Dec  16  Dec  16  Dec  17 

4 - ; 

Little  Gull 

— 

— 

— 

-  . - 

3| 

— f - 1 - 

1 

3 

1 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

3471 

1 

10134! 

_ _ 

2 

100: 

13708:  5 

Ring-billed  Gull 

4182 

22 

387 

623 

9012 

3 

465 

168 

12 i  2964! 

17838: 10 

Herring  Gull 

3 

6519 

32 

^ 

434 

12531 

1 

667 

2 1  1  1319 

21516  10 

Thayer's  Gull 

1 

1 

1 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

11 

l\ 

13 

3 

Lesser  Bl. -backed  Gul 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

4 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

4 

4 

9 

3 

Great  Bl  -backed  Gull 

405 

8 

18 

28 

1002 

3 

82 

150 1 

1696 

8 

Bl.-leg.  Kittiwake 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Sabine's  Gull 

2 

1 

3 

2 

Rock  Dove 

619 

1919 

524 

181 

1092 

837 

276 

279 

718 

537 

351 1 

7333 

11 

Mourning  Dove 

149 

606 

574 

229 

575 

776 

841 

447 

276 

153 

825 1 

5451 

11 

Barn  Owl 

lj 

|  1 

1 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

5 

11 

7 

2 

8 

3 

11 

4 

1 

6| 

58 

10 

Great  Horned  Owl 

6 

10 

3 

4 

10 

11 

7 

1 

3 

11 

66 

10 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

II  1 

1 

Barred  Owl 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

5 

Long-eared  Owl 

6 

6  ( 

12 

2 

Short-eared  Owl 

2 

1 

2 

2 

5 

3 

1 

15 

6 

N.  Saw-whet  Owl 

1 

1 

1 

owl  species 

"It 

1 

| 

1 

Belted  Kingfisher 

3 

1 

3 

8 

2 

2 

10l 

29 

7 

Red-head.  Woodpecker 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Red-bell.  Woodpecker 

7 

11 

12 

4 

8 

32 

46 

1 

1 

~tt| 

133 

10 

Yell. -bell.  Sapsucker 

1 

! 

1 

1 

Downy  Woodpecker 

80 

128 

142 

50 

133 

109 

96 

19 

29 

33 

143  j 

962 

11 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

20 

17 

33 

5 

42 

19 

18 

1 

6 

13 

23  j 

197 

11 

Northern  Ricker 

3 

16 

6 

9 

10 

23 

6 

2 

2 

~26| 

103 

10 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

5 

10 

3 

9 

1 

2 

3 

| 

33 

7 

Eastern  Phoebe 

1 

1 

1 

Horned  Lark 

172 

13 

10 

492 

6 

693 

5 

Blue  Jay 

162 

324 

159 

83 

401 

207 

243 

108 

88 

108 

448 

2331 

11 

American  Crow 

898 

479 

823 

490 

827 

894 

275 

132 

356 

194 

7542 

12910 

11 

Common  Raven 

2 

4 

1 

7 

3 

Bl. -capped  Chickadee 

752 

640 

823 

166 

819 

832 

409 

99 

354 

398 

871 

6163 

11 

Tufted  Titmouse 

20 

38 

70 

17 

37 

17 

24 

10 

14 

10 

257 

10 

Red-breasted  Nuthatcf 

15 

15 

31 

5 

18 

28 

9 

1 

15 

6 

27 

170 

11 

Wh. -breasted  Nuthatcl 

37 

62 

83 

21 

129 

88 

72 

4 

42 

54 

99 

691 

11 

Brown  Creeper 

8 

16 

7 

6 

14 

4 

1 

1 

3 

18 

78 

10 

Carolina  Wren 

3 

4 

2 

12 

9 

30 

5 

Winter  Wren 

1 

11 

2 

14 

3 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

9 

32 

11 

5 

22 

38 

1 

3 

3 

11 

59 

194 

n 

Eastern  Bluebird 

5 

5 

4 

6 

'J 

22 

Hermit  Thrush 

i 

2 

1 

”7j 

4 

3 

American  Robin 

229 

4 

3 

5 

434 

4 

2 

2 

1 

551 

739 

10 

Northern  Mockingbird 

6 

1 

2 

2 

63 

3 

84 

161 

7 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

' 

1 

1 

Bohem.  Waxwing 

_ 

3 

3 

1 

Cedar  Waxwing 

2 

132 

155 

30 

296 

24 

3 

871 

729 

8 

Northern  Shrike 

4 

12 

12 

3 

7 

17 

6 

6 

2 

13 

82 

10 

European  Starling 

2299 

2159 

579 

444 

708 

9619 

2447 

2177 

541 

892 

15154 

37019 

11 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Yellow-rump.  Warbler 

io| 

10 

1 

31 
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Beaver 

Chstnt 

Dunk 

James 

Niagara 

Oak 

Port 

SL  SL 

N 

C 

\ldw 

Buffalo 

Ridge 

Fred 

town 

Falls 

Orchard 

Colb 

Scio 

Bona  Gath 

TOT 

Date 

Dec  16 

Dec  17 

Dec  30 

Jan  1 

Dec  17 

Dec  23 

Dec  27 

Dec  16 

Dec  16 

Dec  16 

Dec  17 

— 

Northern  Cardinal 

91 

290 

242 

104 

253 

286 ' 

427 

77 

63 

55 

497! 

2385 

11 

Rufous-sided  Tovvhee 

1 

6 

7 

-) 

Am.  Tree  Sparrow 

137 

754 

219 

184 

_ 

180 

1054 

1247 

215 

58 

74 

996: 

5118 

11 

Chipping  Sparrow 

1 

1 

1 

Field  Sparrow 

1 

— 

l 

4 

12 

4 

Song  Sparrow 

3 

26 

25 

7 

13 

32 

24 

10 

1 

3 

37' 

181 

11 

Swamp  Sparrow 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5; 

10 

5 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

3 

25 

6 

18 

46 

38 

4 

4 

9 

160 

10 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

6 

5 

1 

56 

6 

1 

3 

47 !  1  125 

8 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

155 

270 

302 

75 

378 

503 

232 

69 

63 

97 

662  2806 

11 

Lapland  Longspur 

3 

i; 

4 

2 

Snow  Bunting 

1445 

15 

25 

149 

79 

1861 

1 

6 

18| 

3599 

9 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

17 

3 

5 

25 

3 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

1 

3 

4 

2 

Common  Grackle 

3 

4 

1 

8 

3 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

40 

18 

23 

11 

2 

7 

67 

168 

7 

Pine  Grosbeak 

12 

12 

1 

Purple  Finch 

4 

8 

3 

1 

3 

2 

8j 

29 

7 

House  Finch 

141 

416 

437 

257 

550 

543 

435 

274 

64 

168 

861 

4146 

11 

Wh. -winged  Crossbill 

12 

1 

12 

1 

Common  Redpoll 

5 

3 

7 

1 

9 

88 

3 

2 ' 

118 

8 

Pine  Siskin 

30 

4 

1 

35 

3 

American  Goldfinch 

19 

116 

81 

28 

93 

237 

200 

25 

11 

29 

224 

1063 

11 

Evening  Grosbeak 

130 

55 

26 

48 

214 

275 

i 

748 

6 

House  Sparrow 

539 

3164 

1270 

481 

779 

1849 

1659 

1756 

285 

420 

2947| 

15149 

11 

Total  Species 

50 

84 

55 

59 

75 

88 

51 

57 

49 

48 

87 

123 

Total  Individuals 

8240 

62734 

7325 

6246 

10658 

58942 

11881 

8554 

3617 

4043 

45052 | 

227292 

No.  of  Observers 

25 

17 

27 

15 

— 

57 

141 

Additional  Birds  Seen  During  Count  Week 

— 

Red-throated  Loon 

X 

1 

Mute  Swan 

X 

Northern  Goshawk 

1 

Peregrine  Falcon 

X 

Eastern  Phoebe 

1 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

X 

Common  Grackle 

*  ! 

_ 

Evening  Grosbeak 

X 

Compilers: 

— 

Beaver  Meadow:  David  Junkin,  3071  Pee  Dee  Road,  Bliss,  NY  14024.  457-3228 

Buffalo:  Bill  Bogacki,  70  Louise  Drive,  Cheektowaga,  NY  14227-3511.  674-5781 

Dunkirk-Fredoma:  Joanne  Goetz,  6  Pine  Drive,  Fredonia,  NY  14063.  673-1627 

Jamestown:  Bob  Sundell,  19  Chestnut  Street,  Jamestown,  NY  14701.  484-2197 

Chestnut  Ridge:  Linda  Holmes,  1048  Wish  Circle,  East  Aurora,  NY  14052.  655-5645 

1 

Niagara  Falls:  K.  O.  Roy, 

Willy  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Ext.,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304.  731-4348 

Oak  Orchard:  Gail  Seamans,  2602  Main,  P.  O.  Box  158,  East  Pembroke,  NY  14056.  762-921 1 

L 

_ 

Port  Colbome:  Drew  Campbell,  383  Niagara  Street,  Welland,  ON  L3C  1L1.  905-732-6048 

Scio:  Elizabeth  Brooks,  1435  Waterwells  Road,  Alfred  Station,  NY  14803.  607-587-9571 

[. 

St.  Bonaventure:  Regina  VanScoy,  R.D.  1,  Box  153,  Limestone,  NY  14753.  925-7109 

— 

L - 

St.  Catharines:  Mary  Ellen  Hebb,  32  Maplewood  Drive.  St.  Catharines,  ON  L2M  3P1.  905-937-7671 
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Totals  for  the  Eleven  CBCs  in  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Region,  1990  — 


Species  \  Date 

1990-91 

1991-92 

1992-93 

1993-94 

1994-95 

1995-96 

Mean 

Max 

Min 

Rec/6 

Red- throated  Loon 

i 

_ 

4 

_ 

22 

5 

22 

0 

3 

Common  Loon 

12 

15 

10 

16 

30 

_ 

8j 

15 

30 

8 

6 

Pied-bi  1  led  Grebe 

2 

21 

r 

”71 

13 

71 

9 

21 

l 

6 

Homed  Grebe 

5 

17 

2 

19 

87 

8| 

23 

87 

2 

6 

Red-necked  Grebe 

9 

z 

5 

I 

j 

1 

5 

0 

2 

Eared  Grebe 

1 

•  0 

1 

0 

l 

grebe  species 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Am  White  Pelican 

2 

0 

2 

0 

l 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

7 

16 

33 

25 

39 

40 

~ 271 

40 

7 

6 

Great  Blue  Heron 

110 

104 

80 

139 

52 

74 

93 

139 

52 

6 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

9 

2 

5 

1 

3 

9 

0 

4 

Tundra  Swan 

12 

53 

29 

8 

69 

23 

32 

~ 691 

8 

6 

Mute  Swan 

1 

1 

_ 

0 

1 

2 

Snow  Goose 

1 

4 

5 

2 

5 

0 

3 

Canada  Goose 

6,601 

6,594 

7,668 

6,488 

10,745 

9,085 

7,864 

10,745 

6,488 

6 

Wood  Duck 

10 

35 

5 

6 

20 

4 

13 

35 

4 

6 

Green-winged  Teal 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

0 

5 

American  Black  Duck 

348 

413 

261 

444 

219 

386 

345 

444 

219 

6 

Mallard 

5,083 

6,753 

4,745 

5,622 

6,085 

6,667 

5,826 

6,753 

4,745 

6 

Mallard  hybnd 

20 

1 

1 

2 

4 

20 

0 

4 

Northern  Pintail 

12 

6 

15 

13 

1 

8 

15 

0 

5 

Northern  Shoveler 

12 

1 

2 

12 

0 

2 

Gadwall 

39 

170 

75 

73 

44 

58 

77 

170 

39 

6 

American  Wigeon 

112 

44 

18 

55 

32 

37 

50 

112 

18 

6 

Canvasback 

2,811 

8,673 

2,888 

174 

1,559 

15,048 

5,192 

15,048 

174 

6 

Redhead 

140 

120 

22 

67 

21 

293 

111 

293 

21 

6 

Ring-necked  Duck 

9 

25 

7 

1 

6 

31 

13 

31 

1 

6 

Greater  Scaup 

3,264 

5,532 

3,348 

6,357 

1,149 

2,128 

3,630 

6,357 

1,149 

6 

Lesser  Scaup 

101 

163 

9 

28 

61 

571 

156 

571 

9 

6 

scaup  species 

2 

9 

43 

478 

39 

4 

96 

478 

2 

6 

King  Eider 

7 

4 

2 

2 

7 

0 

3 

Harlequin  Duck 

1 

3 

1 

3 

0 

2 

Oldsquaw 

8,615 

12,398 

4,534 

12,116 

9,927 

5,931 

8,920 

12,398 

4,534 

6 

Black  Scoter 

5 

2 

1 

5 

0 

2 

Surf  Scoter 

1 

1 

0 

— r 

0 

2 

White-winged  Scoter 

170 

1,368 

35 

402 

452 

128 

426 

1368 

35 

6 

scoter  species 

21 

3 

30 

1 

9 

30 

0 

4 

Common  Goldeneye 

4,228 

3,085 

1,775 

3,314 

4,131 

3,421 

3,326 

4,228 

1.775 

6 

Bufflehead 

760 

867 

741 

938 

965 

1,095 

894 

1,095 

741 

6 

Hooded  Merganser 

330 

343 

42 

51 

161 

166 

182 

343 

42 

6 

Common  Merganser 

2,076 

2,661 

5,078 

6,920 

5,343 

10,775 

5,476 

10,775 

2,076 

6 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

268 

246 

643 

924 

533 

869 

581 

924 

246 

6 

Ruddy  Duck 

3 

11 

2 

11 

0 

9 

z 

duck  species 

505 

573 

121 

1,341 

46 

88 

446 

1,341 

46 

6 

Turkey  Vulture 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

z 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

0 

5 

Northern  Hamer 

54 

39 

53 

30 

47 

17 

40 

54 

17 

6 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

23 

44 

40 

58 

39 

46 

42 

58 

23 

6 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

26 

40 

29 

47 

30 

39 

35 

47 

26 

6 

Northern  Goshawk 

1 

6 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

6 

1 

6 

accipiter  species 

1 

6 

3 

3 

2 

3 

6 

0 

5 

33 
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Totals  for  the  Eleven  CBCs  in  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Region,  1990— 


Species  \  Date 

1990-91 

1991-92  1992-93  1993-94 

1994-95 

1995-96 

i  Mean 

— 

Max 

Min 

Rec/6 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

2 

2  2  4 

5 

2 

3 

5 

9 

w 

6 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

345 

6861  677 

745 

759 

787 

700 

787 

545 

6 

Rough-legged  Haw  k 

30 

48 

35 

29 

38 

65 1 

41 

65 

29 

6 

buteo  species 

1 

1 

1 

jt 

1 

1 

0 

4 

American  Kestrel 

309 

309 

218 

303 

228 

228 

266 

309 

218 

6 

Merlin 

1 

2 

2 

2 

0 

3 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Gyrfaicon 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

~o1 

3 

hawk  species 

1 

9 

0 

1 

0 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

44 

44 

55 

~60 

32 

57 

49 

60 

6 

Ruffed  Grouse 

28 

42 

20 

51 

~30 

15| 

31 

51 

15 

6 

Wild  Turkey 

154 

315 

117 

418 

193 

1,241 

406 

1,241 

117 

6 

Northern  Bobwhite 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Virginia  Rail 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

American  Coot 

76 

396 

66 

116 

297 

392 : 

224 

396 

66 

6 

Killdeer 

7 

1 

1 

7 

0 

2 

Purple  Sandpiper 

6 

1 

6 

0 

1 

Am  Woodcock 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Common  Snipe 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

5 

0 

4 

Pomartne  Jaeger 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

jaeger  species 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Little  Gull 

3 

14 

3 

2 

1 

3 

4 

14 

1 

6 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

17,943 

38,918 

13,457 

4,140 

27,370 

13,708 

19,256 

38,918 

4,140 

6 

Ring-billed  Gull 

35,916 

40,848 

27,300 

17,327 

15,825 

17,838 

25,926 

40,848 

15,825 

6 

California  Gull 

32 

1 

6 

32 

0 

2 

Herring  Gull 

38,743 

34,417 

23,858 

28,688 

20,263 

21,516 

27,914 

38,743 

20,263 

6 

Thayer's  Gull 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

4 

0 

5 

Iceland  Gull 

19 

4 

8 

14 

2 

13 

10 

19 

2 

6 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

3 

2 

7 

3 

2 

5 

4 

7 

2 

6 

Slaty- backed  Gull 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Glaucous  Gull 

5 

9 

12 

6 

6 

9 

8 

12 

5 

6 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

1,431 

1,722 

1,144 

2,121 

2,121 

1,696 

1,706 

2,121 

1,144 

6 

Black- legged  Kittiwake 

2 

2 

1 

~~2j 

1 

2 

0 

4 

Ross'  Gull 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Sabine's  Gull 

3 

1 

3 

0 

1 

gull  species 

136 

246 

176 

760 

317 

273 

760 

0 

5 

Common  Tern 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Rock  Dove 

8,029 

8,358 

8,342 

8,328 

7,563 

7,333 

7,992 

8,358 

7,333 

6 

Ringed  Turtle  Dove 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Mourning  Dove 

5,194 

5,090 

3,420 

5,328 

4,482 

5,451 

4,828 

5,451 

3,420 

6 

Bam  Owl 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

44 

42 

58 

85 

50 

58 

56 

85 

42 

6 

Great  Homed  Owl 

68 

72 

121 

83 

57 

66 

78 

121 

57 

6 

Snowy  Owl 

5 

9 

3 

2 

2 

1 

4 

9 

1 

6 

Barred  Owl 

7 

10 

3 

4 

1 

7 

5 

10 

1 

6 

Long-eared  Owl 

8 

8 

12 

2 

18 

12 

10 

18 

2 

6 

Short-eared  Owl 

24 

35 

9 

24 

2 

15 

18 

35 

2 

6 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

5 

owl  species 

3 

1 

1 

3 

0 

9 

Belted  Kingfisher 

35 

51 

32 

32 

26 

29 

34 

51 

26 

6 

34 
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Totals  for  the  Eleven  CBCs  in  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Region,  1990  — 


Species  \  Date 

1990-91 

1991-92 

1992-93 

1993-94 

1994-95 

1995-96  j 

Mean 

Max 

Min  Rec/6 

— —  -  .  i - 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

1 

2 

1 

2 

!  1 

2 

0 

— 

4 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

46 

56 

26 

~ 721 

37 

133 

62 

133 

26 

6 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

2 

2 

4 

JJ 

2 

0 

3 

Downy  Woodpecker 

598 

641 

654 

927 

701 

962! 

747 

1 - . - 

962 

598 

6 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

129 

160 

137 

185 

131 

197 

1 57 1 

1971 

129 

6 

Northern  Ricker 

117 

115 

142 

1131 

190 

103 1 

130 

190 

103 

6 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

9 

31 

161 

21 

33 

23 

33 

9 

6 

Eastern  Phoebe 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

3 

Homed  Lark 

397 

731 

86 

917 

93 

693 1 

486 

917 

_ 

86 

6 

Blue  Jay 

1,904 

2,197 

3,118 

3,767 

3,257 

2,331  j 

2,762 

3,767 

1 ,904 

6 

American  Crow 

7,176 

15,796 

17,776 

15.389 

17,188 

12,910 

14,373 

17,776 

7,176 

6 

Common  Raven 

1 

1 

4 

2 

l\ 

...  3 

7 

0 

5 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

5,578 

5,229 

4,636 

6,880 

5,799 

6,163! 

5,714 

6,880 

4,636 

6 

Tufted  Titmouse 

88 

114 

83 

299 

145 

257 

164 

299 

83 

6 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

57 

80 

101 

199 

52 

170 

110 

199 

52 

6 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

524 

461 

384 

707 

426 

691 

532 

707 

384 

6 

Brown  Creeper 

35 

54 

72 

70 

100 

78 

68 

100 

~35? 

6 

Carolina  Wren 

28 

57 

73 

51 

15 

30 

42 

73 

15 

6 

Winter  Wren 

2 

6 

23 

7 

15 

14 

11 

23 

2 

6 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

106 

161 1 

233 

93 

268 

194 

176 

268 

93 

6 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

1 

1 

2 

7 

2 

7 

0 

4 

Eastern  Bluebird 

28 

143 

64 

39 

67 

22 

61 

143 

22 

6 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

2 

4 

0 

5 

American  Robin 

399 

715 

1,287 

411 

3,439 

739 

1,165 

3,439 

399 

6 

Gray  Catbird 

1 

3 

5 

1 

3 

2 

5 

0 

5 

Northern  Mockingbird 

162 

211 

210 

213 

118 

161 

179 

213 

118 

6 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

American  Pipit 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Bohemian  Waxwing 

3 

16 

3 

4 

16 

0 

3 

Cedar  Waxwing 

790 

1,197 

646 

257 

1,848 

729 

911 

1,848 

257 

6 

Northern  Shake 

~28 

46 

16 

16 

16 

82 

34 

82 

16 

6 

European  Starling 

53,691 

66,812 

51,122 

36,267 

63,250 

37,019 

51.360 

66,812 

36,267 

6 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

3 

1 

11 

2 

39 

10 

11 

39 

1 

6 

Pine  Warbler 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Palm  Warbler 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Common  Yellowthroat 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Northern  Cardinal 

1,310 

1390 

1,331 

2,257 

1,494 

2,385 

1,695 

2385 

1,310 

6 

Rufous- 'sided  Towhee 

3 

1 

3 

3 

7 

3 

7 

0 

5 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

2,672 

3,144 

1,720 

3.541 

2,370 

5,118 

3,094 

5,118 

1.720 

6 

Chipping  Sparrow 

6 

12 

5 

1 

4 

12 

0 

4 

Field  Sparrow 

3 

2 

7 

1 

4 

12 

5 

12 

1 

6 

Savannah  Sparrow 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

Fox  Sparrow 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

3 

Song  Sparrow 

117 

187 

235 

98 

222 

181 

173 

235 

98 

6 

Swamp  Sparrow 

5 

14 

10 

8 

18 

10 

11 

18 

5 

6 

White-throated  Sparrow 

145 

204 

343 

128 

308 

1601 

215 

343 

128 

6 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

36 

— 

36 

30 

13 

62 

125 

50 

125 

13 

— 

6 

sparrow  species 

1 

0 

1 

0 

l 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

2,215 

3,199 

2,482 

3,082 

2,776 

2,8061 

2,760 

3,199 

2,215 

6 

Lapland  Longspur 

35 

12 

4 

4^ 

9 

35 

0 

— 

4 

Snow  Bunting 

630 

702 

37 

424 

35 

3,5991 

905 

3,599!  35 

6 

35 
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Totals  for  the  Eleven  CBCs  in  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Region,  1990— 


Species  \  Date 

1990-91 

1991-92 

1992-93 

1993-94 

1994-95 

1995-96 

Mean 

Max 

Min 

Rec/6 

Red- winged  Blackbird 

104 

93 

33 

91 

_ 

148 

25| 

82 

148 

25 

6 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

“81 

8 

6 

1 

4! 

5 

8 

0 

5 

meadowlark  species 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Rusty  Blackbird 

10 

5 

14 

9 

L 

5 

14 

0 

4 

Common  GrackJe 

66 

77 

40 

32 

53 

~8| 

46 

77 

8 

6 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

404 

525 

249 

260 

626 

168j 

372 ' 

626 

168 

6 

Northern  Oriole 

— i1 

0\ 

1 

0 

1 

Pine  Grosbeak 

4 

1 

L 

24 

12 

7 

24 

0 

5 

Purple  Finch 

5 

100 

223 

38 

36 

291 

72 

223 

5 

6 

House  Finch 

5,445 

6,770 

5,664 

6,238 

6,828 

4,146 

5,849 

6,828 

4,146 

6 

Wh.-winged  Crossbill 

4 

17 

12 

6 

17 

0 

3 

crossbill  species 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Common  Redpoll 

32 

5 

3,996 

7 

118 

693 

3,996 

0 

5 

Hoary  Redpoll 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Pine  Siskin 

17 

56 

21 

332 

11 

35 

79 

332 

11 

6 

American  Goldfinch 

1,943 

1,473 

1.203 

1,585 

1,453 

1,063 

1,453 

1,943 

1,063 

6 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1,944 

2,589 

20 

1,510 

31 

748 

1,140 

2,589 

20 

6 

House  Sparrow 

11,314 

11,176 

10,461 

15,292 

13,882 

15,149 

12,879 

15,292 

10,461 

6 

Total  Species 

121 

129 

121 

119 

120 

123 

122 

129 

119 

Tot  Sp 

Total  Individuals 

217,119 

309,052 

217,119 

220,782 

249,331 

227,292 

240,116 

309,052 

— 

217,119 

157 

Number  of  Observers 

437 

433 

239 

276 

207 

141 

289 

437 

141 

GROUP  TOTALS 

Waterfowl 

35,534 

50,235 

32,144 

45,865 

41,813 

56,841 

43,739 

56,841 

32,144 

Hawks 

992 

1,184 

1,064 

1,223 

1,154 

1,195 

1,135 

1,223 

992 

Gulls 

94,234 

116,183 

66,469 

53,065 

65,909 

54,794 

75,109 

116,183 

53,065 

Woodpeckers 

900 

1,003 

977 

1,326 

1,083 

1,431 

1,120 

1,431 

900 

Native  Non-Passerines 

145,470 

183,173 

1 12,978 

116,121 

122,773 

129,000 

134,919 

183,173 

112,978 

Tits,  Wrens, Kinglets 

6,419 

6,163 

5,607 

8,306 

6,827 

7,597 

6,820 

8306 

5,607 

Sparrows  &  allies 

5,868 

7,515 

4,873 

7,301 

5,799 

12,023 

7,230 

12,023 

4,873 

Blackbirds  &  allies 

584 

708 

331 

403 

831 

205 

510 

831 

205 

Finches 

9358 

11,025 

7,138 

13,741 

8,367 

6,163 

9,299 

13,741 

6,163 

Native  Passerines 

34,428 

47,847 

42,503 

53,042 

49,394 

46,067 

45,547 

53,042 

34,428 

Introduced  Species 

65,049 

78,032 

61,638 

51,619 

77,164 

52,225 

64,288 

78,032 

51,619 

Swans, Geese, Dabblers 

12,220 

14,100 

12,810 

12,714 

17,230 

16,268 

14,224 

17,230 

12,220 

Divers 

22,789 

35,506 

19,190 

31,774 

24,380 

40,462 

29,017 

40,462 

19,190 

36 
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Volume  62  April,  1996  Number  4 

THE  MONTH:  March,  1996 

The  region  endured  unreasonably  cold  weather  in  March.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  of  29.0°(F)  at 
Buffalo  was  4.8  degrees  below  normal  for  the  period;  the  low  temperature  for  the  month  at  Buffalo  Greater 
International  Airport,  5°  (F)  was  recorded  on  March  9th  during  the  first  frigid  ten  days  of  the  period.  On  March 
5th,  following  up  to  ten  inches  of  snowfall  in  Buffalo  and  Northern  Erie  County,  a  deep  high  pressure  system 
from  the  upper  Great  Lakes  brought  a  large  mass  of  Arctic  air  in  its  wake  which  remained  stationary  across  the 
northeast  for  eight  days  with  below  average  temperatures  but  with  bright  sunshine  and  calm  winds.  A  low 
pressure  system  from  the  Ohio  Valley  on  March  17th  brought  warmer  weather  and  more  seasonal  temperatures 
until  the  end  of  the  month  and  a  high  thermometer  reading  of  66°  (F)  at  Buffalo  during  the  early  morning  hours  of 
the  25th  before  dropping  precipitously  to  30°  (F)  by  evening.  However,  the  cold  spell  was  brief  and  the  month 
ended  with  four  days  of  sunny,  mild  weather  and  high  hopes  that  spring  was  here  at  last.  Oddly  enough,  while 
that  portion  of  our  study  area  lying  athwart  the  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario  plains  was  beleaguered  by  colder-than- 
normal  temperatures  this  month,  the  Southern  Tier  counties  enjoyed  light  snowfall  and  significantly  warmer 
average  temperatures. 

Total  Precipitation  for  the  month  at  Buffalo  measured  2.37  inches,  .31  inches  below  normal  while  the 
recorded  snowfall  of  24.1  inches  w^as  13.8  inches  above  normal.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater 
Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

Migratory  activity  was  brisk  during  March,  the  only  negative  being  the  disappointing  raptor  migration  along  the 
south  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  There  was  a  major  passage  of  Red-necked  Grebes  through  the  region  with  a  record 
count  of  ninety  birds  on  Lake  Ontario  in  the  Tow  n  of  Newfane  in  Niagara  County  seen  by  Willie  D'Anna  and  his 
party  on  the  3 1st.  Many  reports  of  large  Hocks  of  migrating  swans  were  received  by  the  compiler  or  recorded  on 
“Dial-a-Bird“  tapes  from  March  14th  until  the  end  of  the  month,  these  including  a  maximum  count  of  450  birds 
seen  by  Tom  Harper  over  the  Town  of  Pembroke  in  Genesee  County  on  March  26th.  Harper  also  submitted  the 
only  documented  record  of  a  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  in  March;  on  the  15th  he  was  scanning  a  large  Hock  of 
Canada  Geese  in  a  wet  pasture  in  the  Forrestal  Flats  area  of  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  the  Town  of 
Alabama  in  Genesee  County  w  hen  he  noticed  “a  brow  nish  goose”  among  them  which  he  identified  as  an  anserine 
species.  The  bird’s  field  marks,  its  orange  feet  and  legs,  the  diagnostic  white  area  encircling  the  base  of  its  yellow 
bill  confirmed  its  identity  as  a  White-fronted  Goose  which  he  had  seen  several  times  before  in  the  Oak  Orchard 
area  wetlands.  Don  Tiller,  Manager  of  the  Wildlife  Refuge  advises  that  a  maximum  count  for  the  month  of  22,000 
Canada  Geese  was  made  by  refuge  staff  members  on  March  27th. 
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This  springs  no  formal  program  of  monitoring  the  hawk  flight  along  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  the 
Town  of  Hamburg  was  undertaken  by  BOB  members  and  records  received  by  the  compiler  of  the  passage  of 
raptors,  over  the  traditional  lookouts  at  Lakeside  Cemetery  on  Camp  Road  and  the  William  B.  Williams  Baseball 
Field  on  Rogers  Road,  were  desultory.  Oral  reports  of  observations  were  discouraging  with  only  a  few  days  of 
over  100  birds!  Even  during  the  last  few  days  of  the  month  when  favorable  winds  and  fair  weather  with  mild 
temperatures  prevailed,  only  Turkey  Vultures  seemed  to  be  present  in  any  numbers.  The  first  Red-shouldered 
Hawk  of  the  migration  was  reported  over  the  Town  of  Hanover  in  Chautauqua  County  by  Ray  and  Chris 
Budniewski  and  several  observers  reported  the  first  Ospreys  in  our  study  area  at  the  Allegheny  Reservoir  In 
Cattaraugus  County  and  over  Lakeside  Cemetery  in  Hamburg  on  March  30th.  The  1996  Peninsular  Hawkvvatch 
on  the  Niagara  Escarpment  at  the  Beamer  Conservation  Area  In  the  Town  of  Grimsby,  Ontario  had  volunteers 
closely  monitor  the  raptor  flight  over  that  observation  post  every  day  in  March  and  the  writer  is  indebted  to  Bill 
Burch  for  obtaining  the  following  highlights  of  the  month’s  migration.  A  total  of  3,378  Birds  of  13  species  passed 
over  the  lookout  at  Beamer  Conservation  Area  in  March  including  13  Bald  Eagles  and  five  Golden  Eagles,  2,104 
Red-tailed  Hawks,  541  Red-shouldered  Hawks,  48  Rough-legged  Hawks  and  320  Turkey  Vultures;  there  were 
852  birds  fewer  than  the  total  tallied  for  the  same  period  in  1995.  Other  raptor  reports  of  interest  in  March  include 
the  only  record  of  a  Golden  Eagle,  an  adult  bird  seen  in  Bight  by  Willie  D'Anna  and  his  party  over  N.Y.  Route 
#18  in  "the  Town  of  Yates  in  Orleans  County  on  March  16th  and  an  adult  female  Merlin,  presumably  a  wintering 
bird,  perched  on  a  lower  limb  of  a  Silver  Maple  devouring  a  starling,  on  March  19th.  The  bird  was  seen  in  a  tree 
across  the  street  from  the  writer’s  residence  on  Allegany  Avenue  in  the  Village  of  Kenmore. 

Following  the  tragedy  at  the  heronry  on  Motor  Island  in  the  upper  Niagara  River  in  the  Tow  n  of  Tonawanda 
last  July  (see  Prothonotary ,  vol.  61:8.  August,  1995,  pg.87),  it  is  pleasant  to  relate  that  Bill  Watson  has  resumed 
his  nest  monitoring  activities  at  that  heronry  this  spring.  As  of  March  30th,  26  Great  Blue  Herons  were  at  the 
heronry  where  one  bird  was  incubating  on  a  nest  at  the  south  end  of  the  island.  Watson  reports  that  two  other 
nests  are  occupied  by  herons,  apparently  incubating.  An  ecological  note:  On  that  date  note  he  also  saw  a  Black- 
crowned  Night  Heron  constructing  a  nest  in  exposed  underbrush  at  the  island  shorelines  a  niche  hitherto  only 
colonized  by  the  Great  Blue  Herons. 

Finally,  there  were  two  interesting  gull  records  in  March.  On  the  10th,  Peter  Yoerg  and  Barbara  Henderson 
were  looking  over  a  flock  of  Herring  Gulls  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  Lake  Erie  when  they  noticed  one  gull  with  a 
slate  gray  mantle  and  light  yellow  legs  and  of  approximate  body  dimensions  of  the  other  birds.  It  proved  to  be  an 
adult  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  of  the  western  race,  Lams  fnscus  graellsii  and  the  second  record  for  Dunkirk 
Harbor.  On  March  24th,  Burt  Schweigert  and  his  party  saw  a  first  winter  Iceland  Gull  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Allegheny  Reservoir  in  the  Quaker  Run  section  of  Allegany  State  Park  in  the  Town  of  Elko  in  Cattaraugus 
County.  It  is  presumably  the  first  record  for  this  species  in  this  county. 


Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*  Red-throated  Grebe 

23F 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

9,13 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Mueller 

44 

25F 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna 
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Name  of  Bird 

M  a  r . 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Pied-bil led  Grebe 

29 

3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Tiller 

Horned  Grebe 

2F,30 

6,18 

Somerset  Tu  p. 

D’Anna,  Morgante 

44 

14 

63 

Shadigee 

D’Anna 

44 

24 

1 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert  et  al 

Red-necked  Grebe 

9F,  13 

2,1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Mueller 

44 

10,1 1 

8 

Dunkirk 

Yoerg,  Mosher 

44 

10 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Morgante 

44 

18 

16 

Niagara  River 

Heyer 

44 

24,30 

34,38 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

30 

1 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert  et  al 

44 

31 

90 

Newfane  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

31 

7 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

D. -crest  Cormorant 

10 

3 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

11 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

Great  Blue  Heron  2 

5,25,30 

2,10,26 

Motor  Island 

Watson 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

13 

1 

Buffalo 

Brock 

44 

30F 

6 

Motor  Island 

Watson 

44 

31 

4 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson 

Tundra  Swan 

10,27 

29,320 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Morgante,  Chilton 

44 

13 

19 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Mueller 

44 

14 

60 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

44 

14 

40 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle 

44 

15 

17 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Hess 

44 

16 

82 

Conewango  Valley  WMA 

Schweigert  et  al 

44 

26 

450 

Pembroke  Twp. 

Harper 

44 

27 

300 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Tiller 

Mute  Swan 

9 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

10 

3 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

D’Anna,  O’Donnell 

*Gr.  White-fr.  Goose 

15 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Harper 

*Snow  Goose  (blue  ph.)  1 5F,  16 

46,7 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Heyer,Harper, Morgante 

(white  ph.) 

16 

28 

Somerset  &  Y ates 

D’Anna,Broderick,  Yoerg 

44 

23 

14  (vvh.ph),2(bl.ph.) 

Somerset  &  Y ates 

D’Anna,Broderick,Yoerg 

44 

19 

o 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

Canada  Goose 

27 

22,000 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Tiller  &INWR  staff 

*Wood  Duck 

17F 

0 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Rosenburg 

44 

30 

10 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

44 

31 

28 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Green-winged  Teal 

16F 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
D’Anna  etal 

44 

30 

8 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

44 

31 

52 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

American  Black  Duck 

2F 

4 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D.  &  D.  Suggs 

Northern  Pintail 

2F 

200 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D.  &  D.  Suggs 

44 

14 

65 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

16,24 

150,70 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

44 

31 

3,600 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

*Blue-winged  Teal 

3  OF 

10 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

44 

30F 

0 

Conewango  Valley  WMA 

Schweigert  et  al 

44 

31 

4 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

*  Northern  Shoveler 

13F 

1 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 

Mueller 

“  o 

4,25,28 

2,7,18 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Yoerg,Hess,Chilton 

44 

24,31 

2,30 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Yoerg,  Watson 

American  Wigeon 

2F 

20 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D.  &  D.  Suggs 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Redhead 

30 

l 

44 

31 

0 

Ring-neeked  Duek 

2F 

9 

44 

9 

o 

44 

17,20 

75,97 

Harlequin  Duck 

10 

1 

*  Black  Scoter 

14 

0 

White-winged  Scoter 

1-31 

7  max. 

44 

15 

40 

*  Ruddy  Duck 

20F,23 

1,1 

Turkey  Vulture 

2 

1 

44 

14 

1 

44 

14 

1 

44 

14 

3 

*  Osprey 

30F 

3 

44 

30F 

1 

Bald  Eagle 

8-31 

1-2  ad. 

44 

9,10 

1  ad.  1  ad. 

44 

10,13 

1  imm.  1  imm. 

44 

24,30 

8,3 

44 

24 

1 

*Red-shouldered  Haw 

k  2F 

1 

44 

16 

1 

44 

31 

27 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

2-31 

1 2  reports 

*Golden  Eagle 

16 

1 

*  Merlin 

19 

1 

Peregrine  Falcon 

11 

1 

44 

12,21,28 

1  1  ° 

44 

31 

1 

American  Coot 

2F 

1 

*Killdeer 

14F 

1 

44 

14F 

5 

44 

14F 

1 

^Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

30F 

1 

*Lesser  Y  ellowlegs 

30F 

o 

^Common  Snipe 

3  IF 

1 

44 

3  IF 

1 

44 

3  IF 

3 

*A  men  can  Woodcock 

25F 

3 

44 

28 

1 

44 

28 

5 

Little  Gull 

2,24 

22,14 

44 

12,23,26 

1,19,36 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

12,26 

225,280 

Iceland  Gull 

10 

1 

44 

24 

1 

L.Black-b.  Gull 

9 

1  ad. 

44 

10 

1  ad. 

Glaucous  Gull 

9 

1 

44 

24 

1 

44 

26 

1 

Location 

Observer 

Still  son's  Pond 

Schweigert  et  al 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D.  &  D.  Suggs 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D’Anna  etal 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Rosenburg,  Roberson 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Watson 

Shadigee 

D’Anna  etal 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Lake  Ontario 

Heyer  (EABC) 

Buffalo  River 

Mueller 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Rosenburg 

Hamburg  Tw  p. 

Andrleetal 

Buffalo 

Harper 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert  et  al 

Hamburg  Tw  p. 

T urisk,DiTommaso  et  al 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

many  observers 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

Navy  Island 

Morgante,  Chilton 

Allegheny  Reserv  oir 

Schweigert  et  al 

Conewango  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

Hanover  Twp. 

R.  &  C.  Budneiski 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzricket  al 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

throughout  WNY 

many  observers 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

Kenmore  Twp. 

Thill 

Buffalo 

Morgante 

Buffalo 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Benham 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D&D  Suggs 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Clarence  Twp. 

Rosenburg 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle  etal 

Conewango  Valley  WMA 

Schweigert  et  al 

Conewango  Valley  WMA 

Schweigert  et  al 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Lockport 

Rosenburg 

Mac  hi  as 

Schweigert 

Rush  Creek,  Blasdell 

Turisk 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Potter 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

Lewiston  Tw'p. 

D’Anna,  Morgante 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  O’Donnell 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert,  D’Anna,  Potter 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna  etal 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna  etal 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

N  i  agara-on-  the-  Lake 

Bellerby 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

*  Barred  Owl 

10 

i 

Long-eared  Owl 

o 

l 

44 

7 

l 

Short-eared  Owl 

9 

l 

44 

10 

3 

44 

1 1,27 

1,5 

*  Eastern  Phoebe 

30F 

1 

44 

30F 

1 

44 

30F 

o 

*Tree  Swallow 

30F 

3 

44 

30F 

4 

Common  Raven 

29 

1 

*  Carolina  Wren 

3 

1 

V  ** 

30 

1 

44 

31 

1 

Eastern  Bluebird 

10F 

4 

44 

12 

o 

44 

15-31 

1-4 

44 

17 

2 

44 

18-31 

1 

Northern  Mockingbird 

16 

1 

*  American  Pipit 

24F 

4 

44 

24F 

5 

Northern  Shrike 

2-31 

1 2  reports 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

10 

1 

44 

28 

l 

Northern  Cardinal 

1-31 

21 

Chipping  Sparrow 

L2 

1 

Field  Sparrow 

1-31 

1 

*  Fox  Sparrow 

23  F 

o 

44 

24 

1 

44 

27,28 

1 

44 

31 

1 

Lapland  Longspur 

10 

1 

Snow  Bunting 

10 

150 

44 

23 

10 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

10F 

0 

44 

15 

o 

44 

17 

2 

Rusty  Blackbird 

2  IF- 23 

1 

44 

30 

6 

Purple  Finch 

26 

1 

44 

31 

1 

Common  Redpoll 

1-31 

50  max. 

44 

7-11 

1 

44 

7-31 

4  max. 

44 

12 

5 

Pine  Siskin 

1-31 

2  max. 

44 

0 

1 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-31 

40  max. 

44 

1-31 

75  max. 

44 

3 

8 

44 

24 

117 

Location 

Observer 

Arkwright  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Porter  Tu  p. 

Potter 

Lock  port 

Rosen  burg 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Annaetal 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgan  te 

Porter  Tw  p. 

Broderick 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgan  te 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Rush  Creek,  Blasdell 

Turisk 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgan  te 

Still  son’s  Pond 

Schweigert  et  al 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

Morgan’s  Pt.,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Rush  Creek,  Blasdell 

T  urisk 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

East  Aurora 

Morgante 

Sheridan  Tw  p. 

Budniewski 

Amity  Tw  p. 

Pitznck 

Evans  Twp. 

Turisk 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

East  Shelby 

Morgante 

Amity  Twp. 

V&M  Pitzrick 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert  et  al 

throughout  WNY 

many  observers 

Bond  Lake  Park 

Morgante 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 

Rose  he 

Buffalo  (f) 

Yoerg 

Great  Valley  Twp.  (f) 

Schweigert 

Great  Valley  Twp.  (f) 

Schweigert 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert  et  al 

Wales  Twp.  (0 

Rosche 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R&C  Budniewski 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna,  O’Donnell 

Freedom  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna,  O’Donnell 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

Evans  Twp. 

Turisk 

Wheatfield  Twp.  (f) 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Wales  Tw'p.  (0 

Rosche  (EABC) 

Warsaw  Twp.  (0 

Kunze 

Warsaw  Twp.  (f) 

Kunze 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

Niagara  Falls  (f) 

Roberson 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

Warsaw  Twp.  (0 

Kunze 

Niagara-on- the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Wales  Twp.  (0 

Rosche 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R&C  Budniewski 

Amity  Twp. 

V&M  Pi  tzrick 
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Name  of  Bird  Mar.  Number  Location  Observer 

Evening  Grosbeak  30,31  10,20  Warsaw  Twp.  (0  Kunze 


Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded 
Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  . 
Total  for  year . 


4*  *t*  vt>  4*  4y 

rp  rj>  »p  rj>  »p 

Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  March  1996 

A  Gr.  White-fr.  Goose  on  March  15  at  the  Forrestall  Flats  of  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  was  the 
only  Hotline  call  during  March.  There  were  no  follow-up  reports.  An  exciting  bird,  but  not  possible  to  Hotline, 
was  a  migrating  Golden  Eagle,  reported  March  16  in  Yates  Township. 

Throughout  the  month,  reports  to  Dial-a-Bird  described  spring  migrants  and  lingering  winter  visitors. 
Waterfowl,  hawk  Bights  and  Red-necked  and  Horned  Grebes  were  noted  across  the  region,  even  a  dozen  Horned 
Grebes  on  Delaware  Park  Lake  late  in  the  month.  Most  of  the  expected  early  shorebirds  were  accounted  for, 
Killdeer,  Greater  Yellowlegs,  Common  Snipe  and  American  Woodcock,  but  no  Pectoral  Sandpipers  or  Lesser 
Yellowlegs  were  mentioned. 

Winter  birds  were  represented  in  the  region  by  Northern  Shrikes,  Common  Redpolls  and  Evening 
Grosbeaks,  with  a  single  tlock  of  Red  Crossbills  in  Niagara-on-the-Lake,  Ontario. 

David  F.  Suggs 


VT''f,'T'TTV'r 


Summary  of  the  1995  Hawkwatch  at  Beamer 
by  Walter  Klabunde 


The  observers  of  the  1995  Niagara  Peninsula  Hawkwatch  at  Beamer  Observation  Area  above  Grimsby, 
Ontario  counted  some  10,808  raptors  over  76  days  in  555.6  hours.  Even  though  this  was  the  first  time  in  16  years 
that  no  days  were  lost  due  to  inclement  weather,  it  still  produced  the  second  lowest  total.  On  the  plus  side,  a  new 
species,  Prairie  Falcon,  was  added  on  April  19th  by  eight  observers.  That  it  was  carrying  a  meadowlark  made  it 
even  more  impressive. 

Of  the  five  species  that  come  through  in  large  numbers  only  one,  Turkey  Vulture,  came  through  in  numbers 
above  average.  The  other  four  species,  Sharpies,  Red-shoulders,  Broadwings,  and  Red-tails  were  all  below 
average.  Thus  causing  the  low  total. 

We  recognize  that  many  hawk  are  missed  flying  too  far  south  or  north  of  Beamer.  This  is  one  of  the 
vagaries  of  the  Beamer  Hawkwatch  which  is  merely  the  sampling  of  those  hawks  migrating  near  the  escarpment. 


Abbreviations  Used  in  the  Following  Tables 


TV  -  Turkev  Vulture 
Os  -  Osprey 
BE  -  Bald  Eagle 
NH  -  Northern  Hamer 
SS  -  Sharp-shined  Haw  k 
CH  -  Cooper’s  Hawk 
HG  -  Northern  Goshawk 


RS  -  Red-shouldered  Hawk 
BW  -  Broad- wing  Hawk 
RT  -  Red- tailed  Hawk 
RL  -  Rough-legged  Hawk 
GE  -  Golden  Eagle 
AK  -  American  Kestrel 
ML  -  Merlin 


PG  -  Peregrine  Falcon 
PR  -  Prairie  Falcon 
UA  -  Unid.  Accipter 
UB  -  Unid.  Buteo 
UE  -  Unid.  Eagle 
UF  -  Unid.  Falcon 
UR  -  Unid.  Raptor 
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March  1995 


Date 

Hours 

Wind 

TV 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

NG 

RS 

RT 

RL 

GE 

AK 

ML 

UR 

Total 

1 

6 

SW 

1 

1 

6 

1 

9 

9 

7 

NNE 

1 

1 

21 

1 

24 

3 

5.5 

SW 

1 

1 

9 

4 

1 

9 

4 

7.7 

SW 

1 

1 

25 

1 

3 

31 

5 

6.7 

SE 

1 

1 

1 

68 

4 

75 

6 

7 

SW 

l 

3 

4 

7 

4.35 

SSE 

3 

1 

7 

1 

12 

8 

3 

N 

0 

9 

7 

NNW 

7 

1 

8 

10 

5 

SW 

1 

1 

11 

8 

wsw 

4 

5 

3 

1 

5 

84 

5 

3 

110 

12 

7.3 

ssw 

4 

1 

5 

5 

3 

8 

134 

14 

1 

8 

183 

13 

8.75 

SW 

9 

9 

4 

7 

7 

[99 

428 

12 

9 

1 

3 

590 

14 

8.5 

var 

6 

6 

4 

51~ 

78 

1 

62 

208 

15 

7 

var 

5 

1 

1 

5 

4 

32 

69 

1 

9 

19 

139 

16 

8.5 

NW 

6 

1 

5 

4 

28 

59 

9 

1 

1 

116 

223 

17 

4.5 

NW 

12 

1 

1 

4 

18 

18 

8.25 

N 

5 

1 

i 

16 

9 

126 

226 

3 

127 

507 

19 

7.5 

NE 

6 

9 

5 

15 

9 

1 

31 

20 

7.5 

S 

102 

1 

3 

44 

30 

107 

67 

4 

6 

-7 

371 

21 

6.25 

W 

1 

3 

10 

14 

22 

7 

var 

6 

1 

9 

1 

4 

11 

25 

23 

8 

N 

19 

1 

4 

4 

61 

146 

1 

1 

237 

24 

7.5 

N 

20 

1 

11 

2 

52 

1 

87 

25 

8 

NNE 

189 

3 

7 

13 

Is 

109 

9 

5 

346 

26 

8.5 

var 

164 

1 

9 

18 

20 

1 

57 

156 

4 

25 

448 

27 

7.5 

NE 

24 

9 

2 

6 

5 

1 

11 

71 

1 

19 

142 

28 

6.7 

NE 

30 

3 

6 

1 

42 

1 

1 

84 

29 

6.5 

var 

97 

3 

25 

8 

15 

75 

5 

9 

7 

237 

30 

7 

W 

13 

5 

1 

1 

20 

31 

6.5 

var 

29 

1 

9 

1 

3 

1 

1 

38 

tot 

734 

11 

39 

175 

129 

9 

658 

1981 

63 

4 

19 

1 

408 

4231 
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Date  Hours  Wind  TV  OS  BE  NH  SS  CH  NG  RS  BW  RT  RL  AK  ML  PG  UR  Total 
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MAY  1995 


Date 

Hours 

Wind 

TV 

OS 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

RS 

BW 

RT 

AK 

ML 

UR 

Total 

1 

7.5 

var 

30 

1 

8 

9 

48 

2 

8 

NNE 

27 

1 

0 

7 

1 

38 

3 

7.5 

var 

1 

1 

19 

o 

9 

1 

1 

34 

4 

7 

var 

8 

1 

o 

8 

9 

10 

13 

1 

4 

56 

5 

6 

NW 

4 

1 

10 

0 

1 

1 

19 

6 

9 

N 

14 

o 

1 

27 

1 

34 

17 

96 

7 

6.2 

var 

9 

o 

12 

3 

10 

23 

58 

8 

7 

NE 

o 

5 

14 

2 

9 

14 

2 

48 

9 

7.9 

NE 

10 

6 

1 

6 

3 

26 

10 

7 

N 

o 

100 

3 

5 

1 

2 

113 

11 

7.9 

wsw 

o 

0 

3 

16 

9 

1 

33 

12 

6.5 

N 

1 

3 

1 

1 

7 

13 

13 

7 

var 

4 

1 

3 

74 

6 

21 

21 

1 

131 

14 

8.3 

S 

0 

35 

4 

3 

4 

0 

50 

15 

7.5 

NW 

0 

o 

1 

6 

1 

12 

total 

110 

52 

6 

8 

27 

384 

19 

1 

123 

134 

9 

4 

9 

776 

Breakdown 

of  UR’s 

by  Month 

UA 

UB 

UE 

UF 

UR 

Total  UR 

March 

23 

372 

o 

0 

11 

408 

April 

7 

37 

0 

3 

16 

63 

May 

1 

3 

0 

1 

4 

9 

Total 

31 

412 

0 

4 

31 

480 

Statisticians’  Note 

The  Fortieth  Supplement  to  the  American  Ornithologists'  Union  Check-list  of  North  American  Birds  (The  Auk 
1 12(3):  819-83,  1995),  the  sixth  supplement  after  the  publication  of  the  sixth  edition  (1983)  of  the  AOU  Check¬ 
list,  contains  several  changes  in  nomenclature  and  taxonomy  that  affect  bird  species  which  occur  or  have  occurred 
in  the  Niagara  Frontier  region.  These  are  as  follows: 

1)  The  scientific  name  for  Great  Egret,  Casmerodius  alhus ,  is  changed  to  Ardea  alba. . 

2)  The  English  name  “American”,  is  deleted  from  Swallow- tailed  Kite. 

3)  The  specific  name  of  Pluvialis  dominica  (Lesser  Golden-Plover)  is  changed  to  dominicus. 

4)  The  English  name  “Common”  is  deleted  from  Black-headed  Gull. 

5)  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  {Cat  liar  us  minimus)  is  split  into  two  species,  C  minimus  and  C.  bicknelli  on  the 
basis  of  differences  in  morphology,  vocalizations,  habitat  preferences  and  migration  patterns.  So  the 
species  occurring  uncommonly  as  a  migrant  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  is  the  Gray-cheeked  Thrush 
{ Catharas  minimus).  Bicknell’s  Thrush,,  forme-rly  a  subspecies  of  C.  minimus,  has  occurred  here  as  a 
migrant,  breeds  in  eastern  Canada  and  northeastern  United  States,  and  in  New  York  breeds  in  the  Catskill 
and  Adirondack  mountains. 
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6)  Rufous-sided  Tow hee{Pipi/o  erythroplit/iahnus )  is  split  into  two  species,  Eastern  Towhee  ( Pipilo 

erythrop/italwus )  and  Spotted  Towhee  ( Pipilo  maculalns  )  on  the  basis  of  differences  in  vocalizations, 
dorsal  plumage  pattern  and  nature  and  degree  of  sexual  dimorphism. 

So  the  common  resident  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  is  the  Eastern  Towhee  ( Pipilo  erthrophthalmus). 
The  Spotted  Towhee  ( Pipilo  niacnlalus)  has  been  reported  in  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area  in  1976  at  Fort  Erie, 
Ontario. 

7)  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  ( Ammodramus  caudacutus)  is  split  into  two  species.,  Saltmarsh  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow 
{Ammodramus  candaculus)  and  Nelson's  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  ( Ammodramus  nelsoni ),  the  two  groups  of 
populations  having  been  found  to  differ  in  song,  morphology  and  habitat.  The  northern  group  (habitat 
mainly  fresh  water  marshes  except  brackish  on  the  Atlantic  coast  from  eastern  Quebec  south  to  southern 
Maine),  two  identifiable  subspecies  of  which  have  been  recorded  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  (formerly 
A.  c.  altera  and  A.  c.  nelsoni ),  is  now  Nelson's  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  ( Ammodramus  nelsoni).  The 
southern  group  (salt  water  marshes  on  the  Atlantic  coast  from  southern  Maine  to  North  Carolina)  is 
Saltmarsh  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  ( Ammodramus  candacutns). 

8)  Northern  Oriole  {Icterus galbnla)  is  split  into  threat  species,  Bullock’s  Oriole  ( Icterus  bnUockii),  Baltimore 
Oriole  {Icterus  galbnla)  and  Black-backed  Oriole  {Icterus  abeillei)  on  the  basis  of  various  genetic  and 
biological  differences,,  They  now  revert  to  their  former  English  names  as  above.  Bullock’s  Oriole  has  been 
reported  in  New  York  and  other  eastern  states.  It  is  presently  considered  hypothetical  in  the  Niagara 
Frontier  Region. 

For  more  information  on  these  changes  and  others  elsewhere  in  the  A.O.U.  geographical  area  see  the  Auk 

supplement  cited  above. 

Robert  F.  Andrle  Frances  M.  Rev 

4*  4*  4'  4'  4*  4* 

TTTTTTTT 

BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December. 
Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Flumbolt 
Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

May  22:  Michael  Davis  will  share  birding  highlights  from  his  trip  to  Hungary. 

Jun.  6:  Annual  picnic  at  TilTt  Nature  Preserve. 


4*  4?  4»  4?  4  4*  4*  4* 
TTT'rTTTT 

FIELD  TRIPS 


May  19:  Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  TBA. 

May  26:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet  at  6:00  a.m.  at  Vermont 

and  Busti.  Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783) 
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June  2:  Sunday.  Southern  Counties.  Bert  Schweigert  (945-4210)  will  lead  us  in  his  home  territory.  Meet  at 

8:00  a.m.  in  Springvillc  in  the  Park  &  Ride  parking  lot  where  the  Route  219  Expressway  meets 
Route  39.  This  is  about  30  mi.  from  Buffalo. 

June  23:  Sunday.  North  Amherst  Nature  Preserve  hike.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  corner  of  French  Road  and 

Sweethomc  Road  in  Amherst.  Leader:  Gerry  Rising  (689-8301). 

Sept.  6-8:  Friday-Sunday.  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  Annual  Meeting  hosted  by  Hudson- 

Mohawk  Bird  Club  at  the  Holiday  Inn  Turf,  Wolf  Road.  The  theme  will  be  migration.  For 
information  and  registration  contact:  Hudson-Mohawk  Bird  Club,  Inc.,  do  Five  Rivers 
Environmental  Education  Center,  Game  Farm  Rd.,  Del  mar,  NY  12054. 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

4<  4*  4* 

T'TT'TTTTT 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896- 1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 


Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal <SAOL.com 
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THE  MONTH:  April,  1996 

April  was  wet,  cold  and  cloudy,  the  third  wettest  at  Buffalo  in  more  than  a  century  and  only  the  second 
I  time  in  90  years  that  the  six  month  period  from  November  through  April  had  colder  than  normal  temperature  (fide: 
Buffalo  News).  The  month  began  with  a  continuation  of  the  now  familiar  pattern  defining  the  winter  of  1995-96, 
a  succession  of  weather  systems  including  a  storm  system  from  the  midwest  along  a  nearly  stationary  front  with 
below  normal  temperatures  and  almost  daily  precipitation  in  the  form  of  rain  and  wet  snow  until  April  11th,  But 
milder  weather  was  also  accompanied  by  a  stalled  weather  front  and  rain  caused  local  flooding  in  Buffalo  and  its 
suburbs  in  a  two  inch  downpour  overnight  on  the  12th  and  13th.  After  a  brief  respite  of  More  seasonal  warmth 
and  sunshine,  a  new  weather  system  from  the  St.,  Lawrence  Valley  on  April  20th  brought  more  unsettled  weather; 
on  April  23rd,  heavy  rains  along  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  Chautauqua  County  caused  heavy  flooding  in 
several  communities,  The  Village  of  Mayville  experienced  a  two  inch  rainfall  in  two  hours;  The  average 
temperature  for  the  month  at  Buffalo  was  42.2°  (F),  three  degrees  below  normal;  the  high  temperature  for  the  per¬ 
iod  at  Buffalo  was  74°  (F)  on  April  20th;  precipitation  measured  5.63  inches,  2.76  inches  above  average;  snowfall 
measured  3.2  inches,  .6  inches  below  average;  only  35%  of  possible  sunshine  for  the  period  was  recorded.  At 
month’s  end,  below  average  temperatures  and  intermittent  rainfall  continued  to  dominate  the  weather  pattern  with 
springtime  vegetation  two  weeks  behind  schedule,  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo 
International  Airport.) 

The  ornithological  event  of  the  year,  if  not  the  decade,  in  our  study  area  is  the  first  documentation  of  Peregrine 
Falcons  nesting  on  the  Niagara  Frontier.  Curiously,  the  joyful  tidings  did  not  reach  us  through  a  “hot-line”  call  or 
taped  message  but  via  the  front  page  of  the  Buffalo  News  on  April  26th.  There,  in  a  two  column  full  color  photo 
was  a  female  falcon  sitting  next  to  a  scrape  containing  one  egg  on  the  window  ledge  of  the  Office  of  Vital  Statistics 
on  the  13th  floor  of  the  City  Hall  In  Downtown  Buffalo!  The  photograph  was  taken  but  a  few  feet  away  from  the 
bird  through  the  office  window  and  to  insure  at  least  a  modicum  of  privacy,  the  area  was  declared  off  limits  to 
curious  onlookers  visiting  the  premises  in  the  next  few  days.  The  nesting  culminates  speculation  mounting  since 
September,  1986  when  local  birders  were  thrilled  by  the  discovery  of  an  adult  female  Peregrine  Falcon  which  had 
become  the  temporary  and  only  tenant  of  the  Dun  Building  in  downtown  Buffalo.  That  falcon  roosted  under  the 
north  cornice  of  the  roof  that  building,  an  aerie  which  afforded  a  wide  vista  from  which  to  pursue  pigeons  and 
other  avian  prey  (See  Prothonotary  vol.  52:109  pp.  122-23  1986).  Since  then,  Peregrine  sightings  in  the 
downtown  and  waterfront  sections  of  Buffalo  while  infrequent,  have  been  an  annual  occurrence  with  both  adult 
and  immature  birds  reported.  Peter  Yoerg,  who  has  been  the  chronicler  of  the  activity  of  a  pair  of  these  falcons 
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sjSuis  b  punoj  osp  ossbuioxio  pra  BUuy.Q  ssAnpjB  ggg  °1  psjusssjd  U33q  SBq  qdBjSojoqd  sqj  jo  Xdoo 
b  !bjsuibo  siq  uo  susj  uiui  00t7  b  Xq  pspp  joqs  pBsqjSAO  pjpnBsq  b  qjp\  uqij  uo  jusas  sqj  psjnjdBO  3H  "Xjunoo 
BJB<?Bt{\[  UI  J^IBg  3JBJS  BJQIB3SnX-UOS|I^  3qj  J3AO  UOpOSJip  XjJSJSSA\  B  UI  UOpBUIJOJ  jqSn  B  UI  SuiXg  SSUBJO  qiqpUBS 
xis  jo  ^oog  b  33S  oj  psquqj  3J3A\  sjsqjo  pUB  Buuy.a  ‘qj8I  ipdy  uo  "spjiqsjoqs  puB  spn3  jo  3pog  psxiui  b 
jo  Xunduioo  sqj  ui  uosjim  jo  uavox  sqj  ui  proy  UAvojsSunox-uospM  sqj  uo  ppij  pspooy  b  ui  Suipssj  ‘uoiSsj  jno 
ui  jubjSba  3jbj  b  ‘uojsh  snjg  spjrq  gnpc  m  siq  puB  Buuy,a  sqpM  'PUZZ  3qj  uo  ‘Xjunoo  BnbnBjnnqo 

uj  5fjppina  jo  Xjio  sqj  ui  joqjBq  sqj  jo  spis  jSBsqjJOU  sqj  uo  qoBsq  sqj  ub  jsjSg  Xa\ou§  b  p3J3AOOSip  ^ouspoag 
|{ig  puB  usqoo  us^  ‘}s\z  ipdy  uo  qduisqB  Suqssu  JsqiouB  jo  ssdoq  Suisibj  ‘bpuba\buox  jo  umox  sqi  ui 
J3Aig  bjbSbi^  jsddn  sqj  ui  Xjs^ooj  puBjsj  jojopq  sq]  vs  9uu3q)B3  suojsh  snjg  jbsjq  sqj  Suouib  sisiSg  ibsjq  33Jip 
puij  oi  psiqSipp  sba\  uosjb^\  pig  ‘q)03  3qi  uo  ‘IP^y  ui  uoqusqB  jno  pspBJjjB  osjb  spjiq  SuipBA\  psSSsi-Suoq 

•utBjg  3ug  35{Bq  sqi  §uo[B  sinoj  uoubjSiui  b  joabj  jou  op  suoqipuoo 
[B3lS0|0J03J3UI  J3qiO  PUB  SpUlA\  U3qA\  OLIBJUO  3^1  JO  3JOqS  qjJOU  sqpoj  JUOJJ  pBOJq  B  UO  ^JOX  A\3M  UJ3]S3yW 
ssojob  uoijbjS iui  jo  Xjosqj  sqj  oj  30U3P3J0  pu3{  sjsquinu  sssqx  *S3[SBg  p|Bg  68Z  puB  sSuiA\-pBOjg  000‘0^  J9AO 
3pnpui  UOSB3S  3in  JOI  SIBJOl  ‘.SJ3UJBH  UJ3UUOKT  OCX)^?10^1  V  Pirp  ?TJpi?djBno  QQQVl  UOpjOQ  Qfr  3pn{3UI 

|udy  joj  s{Bjai  suios  *p3junoo  sjsm  sjcqdBJ  000‘££  J9A0  usqA\  qj93  ipdy  sba\  XBg  s.^ooppBjg  vs  XBp  ^Bsd 
sqX  'Xbjai  jo  pus  sqj  Xq  spjiq  000^1  pjoosj  b  pBq  iqSqj  955]  sqi  jBqj  pssupB  sba\  J3)Ua\  sqj  ‘Xjunoo  soiuo^q 
ui  jsjssqoog  jo  Xp3  sqj  jo  jssa\  ‘XBg  s^ooppBjg  jsao  sSbssbS  Suuds  sqj  Suunp  s^fA\Bq  sqj  SuiXqBj  ui  ssjBdpqjBd 
XpAqoB  oqM  so9  3lP  J°  J3qui3ui  Supuodssjjoo  b  ‘p[BA\g  qsjg  qjiA\  uoqBSJSAUoo  uj  ‘pipA  sq  cq  JB3ddB 
jou  op  spjiq  sssqj  jo  sjsqumu  ui  suipsp  oiqdojjSBjBO  b  jo  SAqBOipui  sjb  sjsquinu  SuquioddBSip  sssq)  jBq)  sjbsj 
‘jsasavoh  's^mbh  p3uuiqs-djBqs  9V  puB  S5fA\Bjq  psSuiM-pBOjg  £\z  Xjuo  jo  qi6t  iudy  uo  sjunoo  uinuirxBui 
qjiA\  psiunoo  3J3A\  sjojcIbj  Xjuo  pousd  jBqj  3uunQ  ’sziibusjbui  jou  pip  qoiqA\  sjqSig  pooS  Sui<?BS3jd 
spuiA\  Xp3is3A\qjnos  qiiM  Xuuns  puB  uuba\  3J3M  xis  ‘sjno^oo[  ssoqj  jb  3J3M  sJ3AJ3sqo  usqA\  qjg£  sip  puB  qjgx 
judy  U33Avpq  sXBp  iqSp  jo  qusuisssssB  ]Bqi  uuijuoo  qoiqA\  p3AJ3sqo  sjsquinu  puB  sspsds  jo  sjsq  3pBUi  pBq  oqA\ 
sjsipo  uiojj  BjBp  psjssnbsj  puB  ipuoui  sqi  ui  J3jB[  §jnquiBH  jo  ua\ox  3qi  ui  pBog  sJsSog  uo  ^jbj  jpg  suibijji^ 
•g  ureqji^  3qx  puB  p>Bog  duiBO  uo  Xjsisuiso  spiss^Bg  jb  sjno^jooj  puopipiBJj  sqj  p>3jisiA  sqs  jnq  judy-piui 
pun  3jBjs  sqj  uiojj  jussqB  sbm  ‘sjunoo  sssqj  ui  jiredpijjBd  psjnoipsp  sb  j|3a\  sb  jsjidiuoo  sb  p>3Uopounj  SBq  oqM 
‘A\sg  S30UBJJ  -SupuioddBSip  sq  oj  psnupuoo  judy  ui  sug  jo  sjoqs  qjnos  sqj  Suop  uopBjSpu  JOjdBJ  sqx 
•sSsj  a\ojj3X  jqSuq  puB  sjjubui  Xbj9  3fJBp  sji  Xq  sjsusSuoo  sji  uiojj  psqsmSupsip  Xjisbs  ‘nrfldvuS  */  *7  ‘ssioods-qns 
ttuj3jS3Av„  sqj  sb  ji  psijpuspi  dnoj3  siq  puB  Buuy,a  sijjiav  3J3qA\  Xjunoo  bjbSbijsJ  ui  jsjjog  jo  ua\ox  3qx  ui  pBog 
XsjBjg  uo  pj3ij  p3A\ojd  b  ‘jBjiqBq  psjBdppuBun  ub  ui  sjjno  Suijjsh  puB  j53jjiq-Surg  jo  ^oojj  pxsxiui  b  jo  Xireduioo 
sqj  ui  nno  p35(OBq-3joBjg  jssssq  jjnpB  ub  spnjoui  junoo  judy  sqj  uo  psjjodsj  sspsds  Supssjsjui  J3ipo  ’UoiSsj  jno 
ui  sspods  sqj  joj  3ou3jjnooo  psjusuinoop  jssqjBS  sqj  sba\  qj^j  sqj  uo  junoo  PJ!8  IP^V  3lP  Suunp  ssjbx  jo  ua\ox 
sqj  ui  oubjuo  3 5pi  JBSU  pjsij  jsa\  b  ui  sjjno  psjjiq-Surg  jbjsass  jo  XuBduioo  sqj  ui  ssASsg  s^Big  puB  urequsg 
pBg  Xq  usss  JSAOjg  psijjsq-^joBjg  b  ‘psspuj  tjsjb  Xpnjs  jno  jo  suoposs  jp  uiojj  sSupqSis  qjiM  spuiA\  Xjjsqjnos 
SuqpASjd  pUB  SSJnjBJSdlUSJ  PUOSBSS  SJOUI  JO  S3pA\  sqj  UI  PSMOJJOJ  SSUUSSSBd  JUBjSlUI  jsqjo  PUB  SJSjqJBA\  XjJBS 
sXBp  usj  jsbj  sqj  Xq  sqjuoui  sqj  jo  qonui  joj  sXbp  Xupj  sssjpus  Xj^uiuisss  pun  ssjujbjscIuisj  sSbjsab  Mojsq  jo  sjids 
uj  sjoppuB  sqj  sba\  uopBjSuu  Suuds  s4jbsX  snjj  Xppjjso  ‘sn  szijBJOuisp  oj  psnupuoo  ludy  ui  jsijjbsm  sqj  ji 

sSpsj  1  ph  Xjio  sqj  uo  Supssu  spjiq  sqj  sjb  sssqj  jBqj 
ssuido  opjjng  umojumop  jo  uoposs  sjBnbs  bjbSbin  sqj  jo  sjuspissj  jusuBiiusd  Xjojbj§iui-uou  sq  oj  uisss  oqA\ 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  Y  ork  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (BOS  19911  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

*  Red- throated  Loon 

18 

4 

44 

28 

1 

Common  Loon 

1  IF 

8 

44 

13 

9 

Homed  Grebe 

6 

14 

44 

12 

7 

Red-necked  Grebe 

5,21 

3,1 

44 

5 

1 

44 

6,12,21 

1,U 

44 

9,21 

8,2 

44 

11 

409 

44 

11 

503 

44 

20,21 

23,133 

44 

21 

1 

44 

27 

4 

D. -crest  Cormorant 

8,19 

9,105 

44 

26 

124 

♦American  Bittern 

12F 

1 

44 

12F 

1 

44 

20 

1 

♦Great  Egret 

6F 

1 

44 

20,30 

3,5 

44 

21,26 

1,1 

44 

30 

1 

♦Snowy  Egret 

21 

1 

♦Little  Blue  Heron 

21 

1 

Green  Heron 

20 

1 

44 

21 

1 

Bl.-cr.  Night  Heron 

19 

49 

Tundra  Swan 

5,  12 

30,26 

44 

21 

1 

44 

21 

1 

Mute  Swan 

25 

1 

44 

26 

2 

44 

27 

2 

44 

28 

1 

Snow  Goose 

6 

lblue  phase 

11 

3 blue  phase 

22 

1 

Location 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 
Golden  Hill  S.P. 
Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Amity  Lake 
Dayton  Twp. 

Tiff  N.P. 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 
North  Collins  Twp. 

Tiff  N.P. 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 
Golden  Hill  S.P. 

PL"J-  - 
OiiOUlgCC 

Somerset  Twp. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 
Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 
Buffalo 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Tiff  N.P. 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Tiff  N.P. 

Motor  Island 
Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Wilson  Twp. 

Amity  Lake 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Niagara  Falls 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Moulton,  Ont. 

Tona wanda  W.  M.A. 
Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Dayton  Twp. 

Yates  Twp. 

Langford  Pond 


Observer 

D’Anna 

D’Anna 
D’Anna,  Potter 
V &R&M  Pitzrick 
Schweigert  et  al 
Davis,  D&D  Suggs 
Watson,  Harper 
Andrie 

several  observers 
Watson 
D’Anna 
D’Anna 
D’Anna  et  al 
Y oerg,  Henderson 
Watson 
Watson 
Mueller 
Watson 
D&D  Suggs 
Morgante 
Watson,  Morgante 
Watson,  Hess 
Y  oerg,  D’Anna 
Potter 

Cohen,  Broderick 
Morgante,D’ Anna,T  urisk 
Piztrick 

Cohen,  Broderick 

Watson 

Watson 

Cohen,  Broderick 
Yodrg,  Henderson 
Rew,  Walker 
D’Anna 

Y oerg,  Henderson 
Harper 

Schweigert  et  al 
D’Anna,  Potter 
Rew 


50 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer  Upland 

Sandpiper 

28 

7 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Davis 

28 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

21 

4 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

a 

21 

9 

Hartland  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

22 

35 

Wainfleet,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

Purple  Sandpiper 

8 

3 

Goat  Island  S.P. 

Watson 

♦Dunlin 

21F 

3 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

27 

1 

Smithville,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Common  Snipe 

1 

2 

Lockport  Twp. 

Rosenburg 

Little  Gull 

5,7 

78,67 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby,  D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

19 

1 

Goat  Island  S.P. 

D’Anna 

44 

28 

3 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

17 

16270 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

44 

19 

21 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

44 

21 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Kunze 

44 

24 

1 

Concord  Twp. 

Bee 

Iceland  Gull 

7 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

21 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Cohen,  Broderick 

Glaucous  Gull 

5 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Broderick 

44 

21 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Caspian  Tem 

21 

12 

Porter  to  Somerset 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

21 

5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Cohen,  Broderick 

Common  Tem 

16 

3 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Mueller 

44 

19 

3 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

Long-eared  Owl 

6 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Potter 

44 

8.19 

1,2 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

44 

21 

2 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Short-eared  Owl 

7 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

7 

1 

Cherry  Creek 

R&C  Budniewski 

44 

21 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

♦Nor.Saw-whet  Owl 

12F 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

♦Chimney  Swift 

19F 

8 

Buffalo 

Morgante 

44 

21 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

♦Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

6F 

4 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert  etal 

44 

12 

11 

Tifft  N.P. 

D&D  Suggs,  Davis 

♦Least  Flycatcher 

3  OF 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

Purple  Martin 

20 

4 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgane,  Watson 

♦N.  Rough-w.  Swallow 

12F 

1 

Eden  Valley 

Andrie 

44 

15 

5 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Yoerg 

♦Bank  Swallow 

20F 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante,  Watson 

44 

21 

4 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Common  Raven 

6 

2 

New  Albion  Twp. 

Schweigert,  D’Anna 

44 

12,18 

1,1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

44 

15 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew> 

44 

18-30 

1-2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

28 

2 

McCarty  Hill  SF 

Schw'eigert 

♦House  Wren 

24F 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

44 

28 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

♦Winter  Wren  11F,12 

1,3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis,  D&D  Suggs 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

20 

15 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

♦Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

18F 

1 

Lake  Erie  S.P. 

Budniewski 

44 

19 

1 

Goat  Island  S.P. 

D’Anna 

44 

20 

15 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Lapland  Longs  pur 

22 

150-200 

Wainfleet  OnL 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

Rusty  Blackbird 

20 

500 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  Morgante 

Purple  Finch 

1-30 

12 

Warsaw  Twp.  (f) 

Kunze 

44 

19 

1 

East  Pembroke  (f) 

Seamans 

44 

25-30 

10  max. 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

28 

12 

Zoar  Valley 

Skalicky 

Common  Redpoll 

1-24 

10  reports 

throughout  WNY 

many  observers 

Pine  Siskin 

1-30 

8  reports 

throughout  WNY 

many  observers 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-30 

8  reports 

throughout  WNY 

many  observers 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  134 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  50 

Total  for  year . 184 


******** 

Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  April  1996 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Hotline  featured  several  species  in  April.  At  mid-month,  a  Eurasian 
Wigeon  was  reported  along  Route  62  in  Dayton  and  later  at  Countryside  Sand  and  Gravel  ponds.  A  reported 
Varied  Thrush  was  at  Point  Gratiot  in  Dunkirk  for  a  week,  but  no  follow-up  reports  were  received.  Late  in  the 
month,  a  Little  Blue  Heron  in  Wilson  was  a  Hotline  report.  Ontario  reports  were  a  La.  Waterthrush  at  the  Welland 
Canal  in  Port  Weller  and  directions  to  a  large  flock  of  mostly  male  Lapland  Longspurs  near  Welland. 

Highlights  from  Dial -a  Bird  reports  were  exceptional  numbers  of  Red-necked  Grebes  (900+)  on  Lake 
Ontario,  Little  Gulls  (78)  at  Niagara-on-the-Lake  and  Sandhill  Cranes  (6)  in  Wilson.  Four  other  Sandhills  were 
also  reported  during  April.  Snowy  Egret  and  Yel.-cr.  Night-Heron  were  also  reported  to  Dial-a-  Bird.  Early  in 
the  month,  a  Yellow-h.  Blackbird  briefly  visited  a  backyard  in  Clarence.  At  the  end  of  April,  three  probable  Amer. 
White  Pelicans  were  seen  soaring  over  the  Niagara  River  in  Tonawanda.  Peregrine  Falcon  watchers  in  downtown 
Buffalo  reported  mating  behavior  and  then  a  nest  with  one  egg  on  the  13th  floor  of  Buffalo  City  Hall  while  13 
warbler  species  barely  reached  the  region  before  May. 

David  F.  Suggs 


Hawk  Watching  Trip  To  Beamer  (Ontario) 

April  20,  1996 


Birders  know  that  hawks  don't  fly  in  the  rain  so  only  two  members  came  to  the  starting  place,  mostly  out 
of  curiosity,  then  went  home.  Ed  Beard,  the  leader  of  the  coinciding  Audubon  trip,  and  I  sat  in  the  shelter  of  the 
Bob  Evans  restaurant  and  watched  the  rain,  then  we  went  home.  I  did  needed  to  go  to  Beamer  to  get  some  data 
so  when  the  rain  halted  at  9:00  a.m.  I  called  Tom  Burke  and  the  upshot  was  that  I  joined  him  and  son  Andy  and 
friend  for  the  ride.  (Beamer  Conservation  Area  is  on  the  escarpment  above  Grimsby,  Ontario.) 

No,  you  didn't  miss  a  great  flight.  The  wind  was  11-15  mph  from  the  SW  and  SSW  direction.  Most 
hawks  were  high  silhouettes  against  an  overcast  sky.  Bruce  Duncan,  the  counter  for  the  day,  recorded  125 
raptors  by  2:00  p.m.(DST).  Most  of  these  were  Sharp-shins  (89)  struggling  against  a  strong  headwind.  He  did 
see  his  first  Broadwing  of  the  year,  these  being  late  in  arriving.  The  tally  was  24  Turkey  Vultures,  1  Osprey,  2 
Northern  Harriers,  89  Sharp-shinned  Hawks,  1  Broad-winged,  4  Red-tailed,  1  Rough-legged,  2  Kestrels,  and  1 
Merlin.  At  the  feeder  nine  "feeder"  species  were  present  but  the  Fox  Sparrow  was  missing  that  day.  In  the 
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1996  B.O.S.  April  Bird  Count 


April  14,  1995 
Compilation: 

The  following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  followed  by  the  total  number  observed.  Where  a  species 
was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  are  given  in  parentheses.  Underlined  names  indicate 
a  species  for  which  an  accepted  written  verification  was  received.  “F”  represents  a  first  date  for  spring  migration, 
represents  first  date  for  the  year. 


Loons  -  Ducks 


Red-throat.  Loon  -  11  (3,4,17) 
Common  Loon  -  93 
Pied-billed  Grebe  -  107 
Homed  Grebe  -  204 
Red-necked  Grebe  -  186 
D. -crest  Cormorant  -  524 
Great  Blue  Heron  -  389 
Great  Egret  -7 
♦Green  Heron  -  1(11)  F 
Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron  -  104(3,9,11) 
Tundra  Swan  -  127 
Mute  Swan  -  2(11) 

Snow  Goose  -  1(7) 

Canada  Goose  -  19,634 
Wood  Duck  -  395 
Green-winged  Teal  -  381 
Am.  Black  Duck  -  127 
Mallard  -  1,877 
Northern  Pintail  -  142 


Blue-winged  Teal  -  154 
Northern  Shovel er  -  99 
Gadwall  -  33 
American  Wigeon  -  3 17 
Canvas  back  -  482 
Redhead  -  12 
Ring-necked  Duck  -1,632 
Greater  Scaup  -  5,986 
Lesser  Scaup  -  1,716 
unidentified  scaup  -  61 
Oldsquaw  -  242 
White- winged  Scoter  -  235 
Common  Goldeneye  -  836 
Bufflehead-  1,547 
Hooded  Merganser  -33 1 
Common  Merganser  -  700 
Red-br.  Merganser  -  6,2 1 1 
Ruddy  Duck  -38) 
unidentified  ducks  -  3,015 


Raptors  -  Cranes 


Turkey  Vulture  -  907 
Osprey  -  53 
Bald  Eagle  -  6 
Northern  Harrier  -  1 18 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  -  87 
Cooper’s  Hawk  -  25 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  -18 
♦Broad-winged  Hawk  -  2(11,20)  F 
Red-tailed  Hawk  -  532 


Rough-legged  Hawk  -  30 
American  Kestrel  -  294 
Peregrine  Falcon  -  1(11) 
unidentified  hawks  -  3 
Ring-necked  Pheasant  -  30 
Ruffed  Grouse  -  35 
Wild  Turkey -379 
American  Coot  -  226 
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Vesper  Sparrow  -  8 
Savannah  Sparrow  -  50 
Fox  Sparrow  -  46 
Song  Sparrow  -  1 ,822 
Swamp  Sparrow  -  1 1 
White-thr.  Sparrow  -  32 
White-cr.  Sparrow  -  15 


Brown-h.  Cowbird  -  2,669 
*Pine  Grosbeak  -  1(26) 

Purple  Finch  -  1 12 
House  Finch  -  1 ,086 
Common  Redpoll  -  77 
American  Goldfinch  -  352 
Evening  Grosbeak  -  699 

House  Sparrow  -  1,912 


Statistics: 

Species  Count:  137 

Individuals:  168,040 

Observers:  232 

Record  High  Counts: 

Total -7 


Other  High  Counts: 
Total  -  10 


Low  Counts: 
Total  -  13 


Unusual  Sightings: 
Total  -  4 


Average 

Below  Average 

Below'  Average 

Red-necked  Grebe  -  186 
Dl.-cr.  Cormorant  -  524 
Green-winged  Teal  -  381 
Wild  Turkey  -  379 
Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl  -  3 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker  -  49 
Tufted  Titmouse  -  103 

Canvasback  -  482,  15  year  high 
Greater  Scaup  -  5,986,  45  year  high 
Lesser  Scaup  -  1,716,  15  year  high 
Ruddy  Duck  -  38,  20  year  high 
Osprey  -  53,  2nd  highest  ever 
American  Pipet  -  571,  20  year  high 
Northern  Shrike  -3,15  year  high 
American  Tree  Sparrow  -  722,  15  year  high 
Fox  Sparrow  -  46,  15  year  high 
Brown-headed  Cowbird  -  2,669.  15  year  high 

Oldsquaw  -  242,  10  year  low 
Ring-necked  Pheasant  -  30,  10  year  low 
Killdeer  -  354,  10  year  low 
Great  Homed  Owl  -  11,  15  year  low 
Barred  Owl  -  1,  10  year  low 
Downey  Woodpecker  -  209,  30  year  low 
Blue  Jay  -  505,  25  year  low 
Carolina  Wren  -  2,  10  year  low 
Cedar  Waxwing  -  51 ,  10  year  low 
Swamp  Sparrow  -  11,  10  year  low 
White-thr.  Sparrow  -  32,  25  year  low 
Red  Crossbill  -  0,  10  year  low 
Pine  Siskin  -  0,  15  year  low 

Green  Heron  -  1,  first  in  10  years 
Peregrine  Falcon  -  1,  first  in  18  years 
Black-bellied  Plover  -  1,  first  in  14  years 
Cliff  Swallow-  -  1,  first  in  14  years 
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24.  Tim  Baird. 

25.  Tim  Baird,  Zachary  Boser,  Cora  Moser,,  Richard  White. 

26.  Doris  Burton,  Bruce  Smally,  Ann  &  Morris  Scott,  Mary  Jordan. 

27.  Doris  Burton,  Estella  &  Fritz  Cronauer,  Audrey  &  George  Dunham,  Doris  Hurlburt,  Claribel  James,  Donald 
King,  Helen  Link,  Lillian  Simons,  Jake  Strong,  Bill  &  Fran  Thompson,  Lee  &  Shirley  Windus,  Fred  &  Pat 
Wygant,  Norman  Ives. 

28.  Doris  Burton,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Russ  Allen,  Warren  &  Dorothy  Bouck,  Jim  Copenheaver,  Paul  Culley, 
Elsie  Cushing,  Larry  Deverall,  Ann  Eisenhardt,  Peg  &  Jamie  Eisenhardt,  Peter  &  Terry  Finlay,  John  Gradoni, 
Margaret,  Mark  &  Kasey  Klingensmith,  Barry,  Martha,  Hannah  &  Rachel  Lash,  Cathy  &  Pete  MacDonald,  Lyle 
&  Thelma  Palmiter,  Kathy  Ormsby,  Ann  &  Bob  Pipal,  Dan  Rase,  Evelyn  Thomas,  Tim  Timbrook,  Linda 
Travers,  Betty  Warek-Fowler,  Mary  Lu  Wells,  Suzanne  Woods,  Daniel  Babcock,  Dorothy  &  Fred  Bayless,  Harold 
Babcock,  Don  &  Lorna  Brink,  Betty  &  Carl  Burdick,  Betty  &  Wayne  Kellogg,  Diane  Con  verso,  Ed  &  Marjorie 
Mason,  Dorothy  Fanton,  Jean  Phelson,  Keegan  Fleming,  Laurie  Rygiel,  Ona  Reynolds,  Bruce  &  Wilma  Taggart, 
Wilma  Taggart,  Shawn  Allen,  Elsie  Kent,  Marion  McClure,  Maureen  Soule,  Connor  Stevens,  Bea  Thompson, 
Mallery  &  Mary  Adams,  Billie  &  Les  Brown,  Betty  Brown,  Matthew  Hotchkiss,  Michael  Pitzrick,  Raymond 
Pitzrick,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Walt  Franklin,  Vivian  Hogan,  Evelyn,  Dan,  Nicole  &  Danielle  Ramsey, 


Richard  Collins,  Compiler 

******** 


Membership  News 


Welcome  to  the  a  new  Associate  Member: 

Eugene  DiNardo 
4695  Creek  Road 
Lewiston,  NY  14092 
Tel:  754-7641 

Please  note  these  address  changes: 

Jacqueline  M.  Stains 
303  Old  Meadow  Road 
E.  Amherst,  NY  14051-1224 

Michael  Hamilton 
52  park  Street 
Buffalo,  NY  14201 

Martha  Junkin 

6047  #4  Quaker  Hollow  Lane 
Orchard  Park,  NY  14127-1859 


******** 
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Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

******** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

£  *  *  *  +  *  j|c  * 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer  Michael  Hamilton,  51  Park  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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Volume  62  June,  1996  Number  6 

THE  MONTH:  May,  1996 

May  began  with  unseasonable  cold  and  wet  weather  continuing  to  plague  us,  preventing  spring  planting 
and  other  agricultural  pursuits  and  retarding  the  leafing  of  trees  and  shrubs  until  mid-month.  By  May  15th, 
however,  a  prolonged  southwest  flow  of  warm  air  accompan>ing  a  series  of  weak  high  pressure  systems  brought 
us  moderating  temperatures,  below  average  rainfall  and  sunshine;  indeed.  May  ended  with  the  most  sunshine  for 
this  month  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport  in  nine  years!  On  the  21st,  a  slow  moving  cold  front 
crossed  Lake  Erieg  precipitating  heavy  rainfall  locally  and  a  return  to  cooler  temperatures  but  generally  sunny  and 
dry  weather  until  month’s  ends  The  old  saw,  “It’s  an  ill  wind  that  blows  nobody  any  good”  is  especially  relevant 
to  the  unsettled  weather  conditions  of  early  May.  The  pattern  of  intermittent  rainfall  interspersed  with  brief 
periods  of  clearing  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  the  period  resulted  in  a  disruption  of  passerine  migration  through 
the  region  and  drop-downs  of  birds  in  record  numbers,  much  to  the  delight  of  local  birdwatchers  as  a  glance  at 
the  month's  “Noteworthy  Records”  will  indicate.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  at  Buffalo  was  54.5°(F), 
2.1  degrees  below  normal;  precipitation  in  the  form  of  rain  measured  4.08  inches,  .94  inches  above  average, 
mostly  from  heavy  downpours  on  May  10th,  11th  and  21st;  69%  of  possible  sunshine  was  recorded,  12%  above 
normal.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport) 

Motor  Island  on  the  East  Branch  of  the  Niagara  River  in  the  Town  of  Tonawanda  was  the  scene  of  many 
interesting  observations  this  month.  On  May  5th,  in  the  course  of  monitoring  the  activity  of  birds  at  the  heronry 
on  that  island.  Bill  Watson  discovered  an  adult  Snowy  Egret  in  the  company  of  Black-crowned  Night  Herons, 
both  at  water’s  edge  and  In  the  branches  of  the  trees.  This  bird  remained  for  several  days  at  the  heronry  and  the 
“Dial-a-Bird”  tapes  tell  of  another  Snowy  Egret  at  Ussher’s  Creek  between  Fort  Erie  and  Niagara  Falls  on  May 
24th.  Watson  also  reported  up  to  nine  Great  Egrets  counted  at  the  Motor  Island  Heronry  in  May,  including  one 
bird  on  a  nest  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  In  the  forthcoming  Seventh  Edition  of  the  A.O.U.  Checklist  of  North 
American  Birds  ,  this  egret  is  placed  in  the  genus  Ardea  and  now  becomes  a  congener  of  the  Great  Blue  Heron, 
A.  herodias.  Two  years  after  the  discovery  of  an  adult  Tricolored  Heron,  a  rare  vagrant  In  our  study  area,  at  the 
Tifft  Nature  Preserve  in  Buffalo,  on  May  13th  Paul  Benham  and  Paul  Rice  found  a  second  adult  of  this  species, 
also  in  breeding  plumage;  more  remarkably,  this  heron  was  discovered  at  the  same  location  in  die  preserve  as  the 
first  visitor,  on  the  Berm  Pond  at  Warbler  Walk  where  it  was  subsequently  observed  by  many  birdw  atchers  over 
the  next  five  days. 

Among  the  many  species  of  waterfowl  reported  this  month  was  a  Barnacle  Goose  seen  by  Mike  Morgante  on  May 
17th  during  a  field  trip  to  the  Sewage  Lagoons  on  N.Y.  Route  #33  in  the  City  of  Batavia  in  Genesee  County. 
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The  goose  was  discovered  on  the  previous  day  by  a  treatment  plant  operator  who  directed  Morgante  to  an 
artifioally  created  pond  In  the  complex  where  it  was  associated  with  a  small  flock  of  Canada  Geese  from  which  he 
easily  distinguished  it  by  its  smaller  size,  white  face  and  forehead  and  grayish-brown  back  with  dark  horizontal 
lines.  Morgante  had  an  opportunity  to  study  the  legs  of  the  goose  as  it  rested  at  the  shoreline  of  the  pond  and  they 
were  not  banded;  its  wings  were  not  clipped  and  “it  flew  without  restraint.”  Birdwatchers  who  returned  to  the  area 
on  the  following  day  were  disappointed  to  find  it  gone.  The  Barnacle  Goose  is  a  paleartic  species  whose 
infrequent  occurrence  in  the  lower  latitudes  of  North  America  has  generated  much  debate  as  to  whether  such  birds 
should  be  considered  feal  vagrants  or  as  aviary  escapees  as  it  is  a  popular  species  with  bird  fanciers  and  zoo 
keepers. 

On  May  2nd,  missing  an  exit  ramp  on  the  State  Thruway  for  Long  Road  and  Buckhom  Island  State  Park  on 
Grand  Island  proved  to  be  a  serendipitous  occasion  for  Willie  D'Anna  and  Betsy  Potter.  Proceeding  across  the 
North  Grand  Island  Bridge,  they  elected  not  to  turn  back  to  their  original  destination  but  to  continue  on  to  the 
Niagara  Reservation  State  Park  on  the  upper  Niagara  River,  on  Goat  Island  in  the  park,  D'Anna  w'as  scanning 
roosting  gulls  on  a  ledge  in  the  rapids  above  the  Three  Sisters  Islands  when  a  flock  of  large  gray  shorebirds  w  ith 
striking  w'hite  w'ingbars  flew-  across  his  field  of  vision  and  landed  out  of  sight  upriver,  they  found  the  birds  again, 
flocking  together  on  the  furthermost  of  the  Three  Sisters  Islands  where  D'Anna  scrutinized  their  plumage  and 
other  characters,  confirming  his  surmise  that  they  were  Willets  of  the  western  or  “inland”  race,  Catoptrophoros 
semipalmatus  inornatus_  an  uncommon  bird  of  passage  In  our  study  area,  occurring  as  individuals  for  the  most 
part  in  late  summer  and  early  autumn  w7ith  a  few’  late  spring  records.  D'Anna  and  Potter's  count  of  55  birds  is 
unprecedented  for  Western  New7  York.  In  a  related  development,  ‘The  Birder's  Hotline”  reported  a  flock  of  18 
Willets  at  Hamilton,  Ontario  on  that  date. 

May  was  a  month  of  surprises  In  our  study  area  but  none  more  unexpected  than  a  Great  Gray  Owl  in  Orleans 
County;  On  May  17tho  BOS  corresponding  member  Walt  Listman  was  contacted  by  two  local  bird-watchers, 
Mike  Davids  and  DaveTetlowp  who  informed  him  of  their  discovery7  of  a  Great  Gray  Owl  sitting  in  “an  isolated 
large  tree”  in  a  field  on  the  west  side  of  the  Yates-Carlton  Towrn  Line  Road  In  the  Town  of  Yates  in  Orleans 
County.  Hurrying  to  the  scene,  some  ten  miles  distant  from  his  residence  in  the  Town  of  Carlton,  Listman  and 
his  w7ife  found  the  owl  flying  about  the  bushy  border  of  a  woodlot  behind  the  field.  The  Ow7l,  showing  the 
characteristic  curiosity  of  die  species  in  contact  with  humans,  flew  close  to  the  Listmans  before  alighting  in  a  weed 
patch  and  permitting  them  to  come  within  five  feet  of  it.  This  owl  and  a  second  Great  Gray  Owl  killed  by  an 
automobile  in  Monroe  County  earlier  in  May  appear  to  be  the  remanent  of  a  mini-eruption  of  these  birds  below7  the 
45th  Parallel  during  the  recent  winter.  It  is  the  second  verified  record  of  the  species  in  our  study  area. 

Especially  noteworthy  among  the  36  species  of  w'arblers  recorded  in  the  region  in  May  was  the  record  of  a 
Swainson’s  Warbler  seen  by  Ann  Bauer  and  Marlene  Phillips  while  participating  in  the  Society’s  bird  count  on 
May  19th.  The  sighting  was  made  in  the  bushes  and  shrub  understory  of  an  open  woods  in  the  cemetery  of  the 
Sacred  Heart  Church  in  Bowmansville  in  Erie  County.  The  warbler’s  diagnostic  brow7n  crow7n  and  “grayish  white 
stripe  over  eye  from  beak  to  ear”  w'ere  clearly  seen  by  Bauer  w7ho  also  made  the  second  discovery7  of  this  furtive 
extra-limital  vagrant  in  the  Towm  of  Lancaster  in  May,  1989.  Its  first  appearance  In  the  Glen  Park  in 
Williamsvillein  May,  1987  was  the  ornithological  event  of  that  year.  A  very  rare  though  virtually  annual  passage 
migrants, the  Kentucky  Warbler  was  recorded  tw7ice  in  May;  on  the  10th,  Mike  Davis  and  a  host  of  others  found  an 
adult  in  breeding  plumage  foraging  at  the  base  of  a  large  tree  in  a  hardw'ood  grove  at  the  intersection  of  the 
boardwalk  and  the  Mosquito  Junction  Trail  at  the  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  in  Buffalo.  On  May  12th,  Bob  Brook 
discovered  an  adult  male  Kentucky  Warbler  ‘Vorking  its  w7ay”  through  the  branches  of  a  maple  tree  in  the  Forest 
Law'n  Cemetery  in  Buffalo. 

Finally,  another  rare  vagrant  making  its  first  May  appearance  on  the  Niagara  Frontier,  an  adult  Harris’ 
Sparrow  spent  three  days  seeking  shelter  from  the  wet,  cold  weather  under  spruce  trees  and  at  a  feeder  in  the  yard 
at  the  residence  of  Terr}7  Mosher  on  the  Harmon  Hill  Road  in  the  Town  of  Pomfret  in  Chautauqua  County.  The 
bird  w'hich  appeared  at  the  feeder  from  May  11th  through  the  13th  was  noticeably  larger  and  more  robust  than  the 
White-crow7ned  Sparrow  s  w7ith  w  hich  it  associated  at  the  feeder.  It  is  the  third  record  for  this  species  in  the  past 
ten  years. 


Joseph  Thill 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

14 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck  etal 

44 

18 

8 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgan  te,T  urisk, Taylor 
D’Anna  et  al 

Homed  Grebe 

5 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

44 

5 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Red-necked  Grebe 

7 

7 

Grand  Island. 

D’Anna 

44 

16L 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

5 

500 

TonawandaTwp. 

Watson,  Morgante(BOS) 

American  Bittern 

18 

8 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgan  te,Turisk,Taylor 

Great  Egret 

5.11.26 

9,6,2 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

44 

7,8 

1,1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Mueller(EABC),  Watson 

44 

12 

1 

.  Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Snowv  Egret 

5-7 

1 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson  et  al 

6 

I 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Brock  et  al 

*Tri colored  Heron 

13 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Benham  et  al 

44 

13 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D&D  Suggs,Benham,Rice 

44 

16 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

18 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante,T  urisk, T  aylor 

Mute  Swan 

4 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

44 

18,25 

1,1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

18 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante,T  urisk, Taylor 

44 

18 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Turisk,Morgante, Taylor 

44 

24 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Harper 

Snow  Goose 

18L 

1  (white  phs.) 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante , Tun  sk, Taylor  et  al 

44 

18L 

1  (white  phs.) 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

*Bamacle  Goose 

17 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante 

Northern  Pintail  1 

7 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Northern  Shoveler 

25 

2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante 

Eurasian  Wigeon 

18 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante,  Turisk  et  al 

44 

18 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

44 

20 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Canvasback 

6L 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Redhead 

25 

2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson,  Morgante 

Ring-necked  Duck 

23L 

4 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna 

Greater  Scaup 

18 

2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante  et  al 

Lesser  Scaup 

18,25L 

12,6 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante  et  al 

Oldsquaw' 

18L 

10 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante, T  urisk, Taylor 

Surf  Scoter 

11,16 

1,1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson,  Chilton 

44 

17,18 

3 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante  et  al 

White- winged  Scoter 

16 

70 

Shadigee 

D’Anna 

44 

16 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Chilton 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Merganser 

18 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

17,18 

16,12 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante  et  al 

4ft 

18,25 

10,4 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante,  Watson 

Osprey 

10 

1 

Evangola  S.P. 

Turisk 

(( 

10 

1 

Eden  Valley 

Andrle 

44 

12 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

44 

18 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante, Turisk, Taylor 

44 

18 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

S.  &  T.  O’Donnell 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

1  ad. 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

44 

4,18 

1,2  yng. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

5 

1  ad. 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

5 

1  imm. 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

44 

12 

1  imm. 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

18 

25 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante, T  urisk, Taylor 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

12,18 

1,1 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante, Turisk,' Taylor 

Merlin 

12 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

12 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Peregrine  Falcon 

5 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Mueller, Watson  et  al  (BOS) 

44 

12 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

12 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

18 

2ad.limm. 

Buffalo 

Morgante  ,T  urisk, T  aylor 

Black-bellied  Plover 

16 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

44 

18 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante  ,T  urisk,Taylor 

44 

26 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

*  Semi  pal  mated  Plover 

5F 

1 

Hartland  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

17,18 

10,20 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante  et  al 

44 

25 

11 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

20L 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

4,17 

41,1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson,  Morgante 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

9 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

4ft 

17 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Mueller(EABC) 

44 

18 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Turisk,  Morgante, Taylor 

4ft 

18 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante, Turisk, Taylor 

*Willet 

2 

55 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Whimbrel 

2l 

1 

WheatfieldTwp. 

Watt,  Meyers 

4ft 

22,27 

30,6 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Benham,Black,J&J  Thill 

4ft 

25 

5 

Pt.  Albino,  Ont. 

Humann 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

22,26 

8,24 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Benham,  Black,  Watson 

*Red  Knot 

24F-27 

6  max 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

several  observers 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

24 

5 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

O.  Rosche  (EABC) 

4ft 

26 

2 

Dayton  T  wp. 

Schweigert 

*Least  Sandpiper 

5F 

2 

Hartland  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

ftft 

17,25 

12,6 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Morgante,  Watson 

4ft 

26 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

*White-r.  Sandpiper 

20F 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

23L 

2 

Y  ates  T  wp. 

D’Anna 

Dunlin 

17,25 

3,13 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Morgante,  Watson 

4ft 

21 

26 

Carlton  Twp. 

Roberson 

ftft 

22,24 

42,24 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Benham,  O.Rosche(EABC) 

*Short-b.  Dowitcher 

18F 

6 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante,  Turisk,  Tavlor 

21 

2 

Carlton  Twp. 

Roberson 

4ft 

27 

20 

Rock  Point  P.P 

J&J  Thill 
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Name  of  Bird 

Common  Snipe 
Bonapart’s  Gull 
♦Black  Tern 

«c 

♦Black-billed  Cockoo 

44 

44 

Yellow-billed  Cockoo 
♦Bam  owl 
♦Great  Grey  Owl 
Common  Nighthawk 

44 

44 

♦Whip-poor-will 

44 

44 

♦Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 

44 

44 

44 

44 

♦Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

44 

44 

44 

44 

4 

44 

44 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

44 

44 

♦Eastern  Wood- Pew  ee 

44 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

44 

44 

44 

44 

Alder  Flycatcher 

44 

♦Willow  Flycatcher 

44 

♦Gr.  Cr.  Flycatcher 

44 

♦Eastern  Kingbird 

44 

♦Cliff  Swallow 

44 

Blue  Jay 
Common  Raven 
Red-br.  Nuthatch 
Carolina  Wren 


May 

Number 

2 

17 

26 

30 

4F.12 

4,20 

12 

22 

9F 

1 

21 

1 

21 

1 

31 

2 

19 

1 

17 

1 

20 

4 

20 

1 

20 

1 

8F 

1 

9,10 

1,2 

24 

1 

8F 

1 

10 

1 

10 

1 

10 

1 

10 

1 

5F 

4 

5F 

1 

18,21 

1,2 

18 

2 

21 

1 

23 

1 

23 

1 

25 

6 

20 

1 

24 

1 

31 

1 

10F 

1 

14 

1 

21,26 

2,2 

21 

1 

22 

1 

25 

2 

31 

1 

20 

1 

21 

1 

17F 

1 

18 

1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

IF 

1 

4 

4 

12F 

1 

12F 

1 

18 

1000 

1,6,31 

1,1,1 

26 

2 

5 

1 

Location 

ClanenceTwp. 

Rock  Point  P.P 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Tonawanda  W.M.A 
Delaware  Park,  Bflo. 
Williamsville  Glen 
Lewiston  Twp. 
Amherst  Twp. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Yates  Twp. 

Yates  Twp. 
Tonawanda  Twp. 
Buffalo 
Sheridan  Twp. 

Blasdell 
Lockport 
Sheridan  twp. 
Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 
Blasdell 
Eden  Valley(f) 

Amity  Lake 
Point  Gratiot 
Lake  Erie  S.P. 
Hamburg  Twp. 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 
Sheridan  Twp. 
Tonawanda  W.M.A 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont. 

Buffalo 

Delaware  Park,  Bflo. 
Allegany  S.P. 
WheatfieldTwp. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Williamsville  Glen 
Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Goat  Island 
Lancaster  Twp. 

Porter  Twp. 

Amity  Twp. 
Williamsville  Glen 
Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Eden  Valley 
Sheridan  Twp. 
Tonawanda  W.M.A 
Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Yates  Twp. 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 
Amity  Lake 
Lancaster  Twp. 

Canada  way  Creek  S.P. 


Observer 

Rosenburg 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

Watson,  Morgante 

Watson 

Humann 

Yoerg 

Roberson 

Roberson 

Potter,  DiTommaso 

Listman 

D’Annaetal 

Hes 

Davis 

Budniewski 

Turisk 

Rosenburg 

Budniewski 

D’Anna 

Turisk 

Andrie 

Pitzrick 

Y oerg,  Henderson 
Y oerg,  Henderson 
Andrie 

S&T  O’Donnell 

R&C  Budniewski 

D’Anna 

D’Anna 

Humann 

Yoerg 

Humann 

Harper 

Potter 

Morgante 

Y  oerg,  Morgante 

D’Anna,  Potter 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Morgante 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Pitzrick 

Yoerg 

D’Anna 

Watson 

Andrie 

Budniewski 

Rosenburg 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Morgante 

Morgante 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Pitzrick 

Morgante 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mav 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Carolina  Wren 

26 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

*  Marsh  Wren 

5F 

3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgan  te  (BOS) 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

17 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

44 

18L 

1 

Tifft  N.P 

Morgan  te,  Taylor,  Turisk 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

18 

5 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante,  Taylor,  Turisk 

Veerv 

4 

2 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

*Grev-cheeked  Thrush  12F,30 

1,1 

Goat  Island  S.P. 

Roberson 

44 

20 

5 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

*Swainson’s  Thrush 

9F 

1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

12,30 

1,1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Hermit  Thrush 

18 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

*Grey  Catbird 

2F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

3 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

D’Anna 

American  Pipit 

5 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

16 

200 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

18 

100 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

Morgante,  Taylor,  Turisk 

44 

20L 

150 

Pom  fret  Twp. 

Moshers 

*  White-eyed  Vireo 

5L 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

44 

18,24 

1,1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers.  Chilton 

*Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

10F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

44 

17 

3 

Tonaw'anda  W.M.A 

Morgante 

* Warbling  Vireo 

9F 

1 

Buffalo 

Morgante 

44 

9F 

3 

Goat  Island 

Roberson  et  al 

^Philadelphia  Vireo 

18F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

Morgante,  Taylor,  Turisk 

44 

18F 

2 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Yoerg 

44 

18F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

18F 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

A— '  ViUiWll 

*  Red-eyed  Vireo 

17F 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Morgante 

44 

18,23 

4,21 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna,  Roberson 

*Blue-winged  Warbler 

5F 

1 

Evangola  S.P. 

Turisk 

44 

9 

1 

Delaw'are  Park,  Bflo. 

Humann 

*  Golden-winged  Warbler  10F 

1 

Evangola  S.P. 

Turisk 

44 

10F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

44 

10F,17 

2,2 

Goat  Island 

Potter,  Roberson 

* ’’Brewster’s  Warbler” 

23  F 

1 

Newfane  Tw  p. 

D’Anna 

^’’Lawrence’s  Warbler” 

10F 

1 

Evangola  S.P. 

Turisk 

^Tennessee  Warbler 

1  IF 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

D’Anna,  Cooper 

44 

15 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Budniew'ski 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

1  IF 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

44 

18 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Benham 

44 

25 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Schw'eigert 

*Nashville  Warbler 

4F 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Morgante 

44 

4F 

1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

4F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

4F 

3 

Arkw'right  Twp. 

Budniewski 

44 

4F 

1 

Darien  Twp. 

Harper 

44 

12 

35 

Porter  &  Wilson 

D’Anna  et  al 

Northern  Parula 

5 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

12 

5 

Porter  &  Wilson  Twps. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

25L 

1 

Portland  Twp. 

Mosher 

*Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

8F,  10 

1,4 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Y oerg,  Morgante 

44 

26 

1 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Morgante 

*Magnolia  Warbler 

9F 

1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna,  Potter 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mav 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Magnolia  Warbler 

10 

2 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Morgan  te 

*Cape  May  Warbler 

4F 

1 

Arkwright  Twp. 

Budniewski 

44 

10 

1 

Evangola  S.P. 

Turisk 

44 

11 

6 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Cooper 

44 

24L 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

O.  Rosche  (EABC) 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

0 

Jm* 

3 

Lake  Erie  S.P. 

Budniewski 

44 

12 

30 

Porter  &  Wilson  Twps. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

26L 

1 

Lancaster  T  wp. 

Morgan  te 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

12 

1000 

Porter  &  Wilson  Twps. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

24L 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

O.  Rosche  (EABC) 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warb. 

12 

25 

Porter  &  Wilson 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

24L 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

O.  Rosche  (EABC) 

♦  Blackburnian  Warbler 

4F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

44 

4F 

1 

Arkwright  Twp. 

Budniewski 

44 

5 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

26L 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgan  te 

Pine  Warbler 

1,14 

1,1 

Bond  Lake,  Lewiston 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

12 

8 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter,  Turisk 

44 

12 

5 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter,  Turisk 

44 

18 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Tunsk,  Morgan  te,  Taylor 

44 

18 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Turisk,  Morgante,  Taylor 

♦Prairie  Warbler 

1  IF 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Cooper 

44 

17 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Turisk,  DiTommaso 

44 

18 

1 

EllicottvilleTwp. 

Schweigert 

44 

18 

2 

Mac  hi  as  Twp. 

Schweigert 

41 

30 

i 

i 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

Palm  Warbler 

4,10 

4,15 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Morgante 

44 

11 

20 

Somerset  to  Carlton 

D’Anna,  Cooper 

44 

12 

46 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

12 

33 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

21L 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

♦Bay- breasted  Warbler 

1  IF 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Cooper 

44 

16 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

25 

8 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

♦Blackpoll  Warbler 

12F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

44 

18 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Morgante,  Turisk,  Taylor 

44 

18 

1 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

25 

5 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

♦Cerulean  Warbler 

12F 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

17 

6 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Bl.-and-vv.  Warbler 

12 

20 

Porter  &  Wilson 

D’Anna  et  al 

♦American  Redstart 

2F 

1 

Lake  Erie  S.P. 

Budniewski 

44 

4 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

♦Prothonotary  Warbler  18F,23 

1,1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante,  D’Anna 

♦Worm-eating  Warbler 

9 

1 

Delaware  Pk,  Bflo. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Ovenbird 

12 

15 

Porter  &  Wilson  Twps. 

D’Anna  et  al 

La.  Waterthrush 

5 

1 

Canadaway  Creek  N.S. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

9 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

♦Kentucky  Warbler 

10 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis  et  al 

44 

12 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery' 

Brock 

♦Mourning  Warbler 

18F 

1 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Morgante,  Turisk,  Taylor 

44 

18F 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante,  Taylor,  Tunsk 

44 

18F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson,  Potter 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

♦Mourning  Warbler 

18F,  26 

1,1 

WilliarnsvilleGlen 

Morgante  et  al 

♦Common  Yellowthroat  IF 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

44 

2 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Budniew'ski 

44 

2 

1 

Portland  Twp. 

Budniew'ski 

♦Hooded  Warbler 

3F 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Chilton 

44 

10 

1 

Evangola  S.P. 

Turisk 

44 

10 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

44 

10 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrie 

♦Wilson’s  Warbler 

1  IF,  14 

1,1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Yoerg,  Morgante 

44 

25L 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

♦Canada  Warbler 

12F 

1 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

44 

12F 

3 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg 

44 

14 

2 

Point  Gratiot 

Budniewski 

44 

25,26L 

5,1 

Lancaster  Tw  p. 

Morgante 

44 

26L 

3 

WilliarnsvilleGlen 

Morgante 

♦Yellow-br.  Chat 

12F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg 

44 

13 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D&D  Suggs 

44 

18 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante,  Turisk,  Taylor 

♦Scarlet  Tanager 

10F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

44 

10F 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

44 

10F 

1 

Hamburg  Tw  p. 

Andiie 

44 

10F,26L 

1,1 

WilliarnsvilleGlen 

Morgante 

♦Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

3F 

1 

Eden  Valley  (f) 

Andrie 

44 

5 

1 

Sheridan  Tw  p. 

R&C  Budniew  ski 

44 

5 

1 

Cheektowaga  T  wp. 

Davis 

♦Indigo  Bunting 

4F 

1 

New'stead  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

5 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R&C  Budniewski 

Eastern  Towhee 

17,18 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 

2 

2 

Lancaster  Twp.  (f) 

Taylor 

44 

5 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

5 

1 

Eden  Valley  (f) 

Andrie 

44 

12L 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

25 

3 

Lockport 

Rosenburg 

♦Henslow’s  Sparrow 

2F,25 

2,2 

Lockport 

Rosenburg 

Fox  Sparrow 

2L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

♦Lincoln’s  Sparrow' 

9F 

1 

Buffalo 

Morgante 

44 

10,18 

1,4 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson,  Morgante 

44 

10 

1 

WilliarnsvilleGlen 

Morgante 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

10 

20 

Lancaster  Tw  p.  (0 

Morgante 

♦Harris’  Sparrow 

11-13 

1 

Pom  fret  Twp.  (f) 

Moshers  et  al 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

12 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

♦Bobolink 

IF 

8 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

44 

3 

4 

Lockport 

Rosenburg 

Rusty  Blackbird 

17L 

1 

Tonaw'anda  Ind.  Res. 

Morgante 

♦Orchard  Oriole 

12F 

3 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

18 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante,  Tunsk  et  al 

44 

24 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

O.  Rosche  (EABC) 

♦Baltimore  Oriole 

8F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

8F 

1 

Lake  Erie  S.P. 

Budniewski 

44 

9 

1 

Delaware  Pk.  Bflo. 

D’Anna  et  al 

♦Red  Crossbill 

25 

5 

McCarty  Hill  S.F. 

Schweigert 

Pine  Siskin 

18L 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante,  Tunsk 

Evening  Grosbeak 

5 

123 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 
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May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Evening  Grosbeak 

16 

2 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna ,  Potter 

44 

19 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

24L 

1 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 

O.  Rosche 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  183 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  75* 

Total  for  year . 258 

^Includes  1  Bam  Swallow  from  April  bird  Count 


Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  May  1996 

Hotline  reports  through  May  ranged  from  warblers  to  shorebirds,  owls  and  sparrows.  An  excellent  period 
of  warbler  migration  started  in  early  May  with  Worm-eating  and  Prothonotary  Warbler  reported  in  Delaware  Park 
and  Kentucky  Warbler  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  and  Forest  Lawm  Cemetery.  At  mid-month,  directions  to  a  Yellow- 
thr.  Warbler  in  Vineland,  Ontario,  and  a  Harris’  Sparrow  at  a  feeder  in  Pomfret  were  hotlined.  Late  May  alerts 
were  for  Wilson's  and  Red-necked  Phalarope  at  the  Smithville  sewage  lagoons  and  a  Great  Gray  Owl  on  Yates- 
Carlton  Townline  Road. 

Rarities  reported  to  Dial-a-Bird  in  May  included,  Snowy  Egret  at  Motor  Island,  Tricolored  Heron  and 
Common  Barn-Owl  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  and  Eurasian  Wigeon  at  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area.  A 
brief  stop  in  the  Niagara  Falls  rapids  by  55  Willetson  the  evening  of  May  2  was  echoed  by  a  Hamilton,  Ontario, 
hotline  report  of  18  Willets  the  same  evening  in  the  Hamilton.  The  last  day  of  the  month,  boaters  on  the  Niagara 
River  described  an  Amer.  White  Peiican  around  Motor  and  Strawberry  Islands.  At  mid-month,  over  30  warbler 
species  were  reported  in  the  region,  with  up  to  24  species  per  day  at  several  hotspots.  Backyard  feeders  noted 
Evening  Grosbeaks  and  Pine  Siskins  overlapping  with  Rose-br.  Grosbeaks  and  Indigo  Buntings. 

David  F.  Suggs 


A  HUMMINGBIRD  S  CURIOSITY 

Around  mid-June  we  were  surprised  to  see  a  hummingbird  come  to  our  garden  and  inspect  a  red  tulip  (to 
its  disappointment).  The  possibility  of  attracting  these  birds  prompted  my  wife,  Olive,  to  buy  a  feeder.  This  had 
a  clear  plastic  globe-shaped  liquid  vessel  and  below  it  was  the  usual  red  base  with  the  four  access  holes.  It  was 
hung  from  a  seven-foot  tall  rod  of  “shepherd’s  hook’’  shape,  placed  in  the  garden.  Soon  both  the  male  and  female 
Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  were  making  10-second  visits  to  the  feeder. 

One  afternoon  I  noticed  the  female  standing  on  the  base  looking  down  and  about.  She  had  been  there 
several  minutes  so  I  set  up  my  scope  to  investigate.  Soon  she  developed  an  interest  in  the  globe  of  liquid.  She 
raised  her  head  and  pressed  the  tip  of  her  bill  against  the  plastic.  This  was  about  at  the  liquid  level,  the  supply 
being  low.  The  bill  was  pressed  firmly  enough  that  the  leading  1/8  inch  or  so  was  bent  upward.  She  repeated  this 
at  several  places  on  the  globe.  I  was  worried  that  she  was  ill  so  I  went  out  to  look  closer.  She  flew  away. 

When  I  examined  the  feeder  I  saw  four  ants  floating  on  the  sugarwater,  stuck  to  the  inner  surface  of  the 
clear  plastic.  The  hummingbird  had  been  trying  to  reach  these  ants  (w'hich  had  crawled  in  through  the  liquid 
access  holes).  Now  1  believe  she  also  had  been  eating  ants  crawling  on  the  base. 

Hummingbirds  need  copious  amounts  of  nectar  (or  our  sugar  water)  for  energy,  but  to  get  protein, 
minerals  and  other  essential  nutrients  a  considerable  portion  of  their  diet  must  consist  of  ants,  bees,  beetles,  flies 
and  spiders.  (Ref:  Attracting  Birds;  Davidson,  V.E.)  incidentally,  hummingbird  feeders  have  attracted  over  70 
species  of  birds,  including  Pileated  Woodpecker;  we  get  House  Finches. 

Bill  Burch 
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The  60th  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  May  Bird  Count 

DATE:  May  19,  1996  COMPILERS:  Mike  Galas,  Gerry  Rising,  Gail  Seamans,  Terry  Yonker 

WEATHER  Very  unsettled  weather  preceded  the  Count  including  several  days  of  rain,  squalls,  and  the  passage  of  a  cold  front 
the  day  before.  On  the  morning  of  the  Count  a  low  pressure  area  was  situated  over  James  Bay  with  the  cold  front  then 
stretching  south  over  eastern  Lake  Ontario.  Another  low  pressure  area  was  centered  over  Lake  Superior  w  ith  a  cold  front  that 
swept  southwestwardly.  Along  that  cold  front  an  impressive  warm  front  began  bulging  northeastwardly  over  Michigan’s 
Upper  Peninsula  and  arching  eastwardly  around  Saginaw  Bay  into  southern  Ontario.  Heavy  rains  and  imbedded  thunderstorms 
were  prevalent  along  the  front.  A  squall  line  associated  with  the  passage  of  the  warm  front  passed  through  the  Count  area 
about  10  am.  A  moderate  wind  shift  occurred  during  the  same  period  as  w  inds  backed  from  the  SSE  to  the  WSW.  The  strong 
southerly  flow  produced  wind  gusts  of  3 1  mph  around  4  pm. 


Niagara  Falls  International  Airport  Weather  Observations  May  19, 1996 
Sunrise  5:48  am  Sunset  8:35  pm 


Time 

Conditions 

Temp 

Dew  Point 

Humidity 

Pressure 

Wind 

Remarks 

4  am 

Cloudy 

61 

60 

97% 

29.81 

S  6  mph 

Fog  in  Buffalo 

6  am 

Cloudy 

55 

54 

96% 

29.81 

SSE  6  mph 

Fog  in  Buffalo 

8  am 

Clear 

67 

65 

93% 

29.82 

SW  14  mph 

Squall:  London  to  Erie 

10  am 

Cloudy/Rain 

74 

65 

73% 

29.78 

S  15  mph 

Squall:  Niagara  Falls  to 
Jamestown 

4  pm 

Partly  Cloudy 

79 

62 

56% 

29.67 

SW’  18  mph 

Gusts  to  3 1  mph 

8  pm 

Partly  Cloudy 

79 

58 

48% 

29.61 

WrSW’  10  mph 

COMPILATION:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  seen  on  the  count  followed  by  the  total  number  observed. 
Where  a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  appear  in  parentheses. 
Boldface  names  indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verifications  were  received.  F  and  L 
represent  first  and  last  dates  for  the  spring  migration;  *  represents  first  record  for  the  year;  pdba 
represents  “previously  documented  breeding  area.” 

Loons  -  Ducks 


Common  Loon 

2 

(13,19) 

Blue-winged  Teal 

44 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

14 

Northern  Shoveler 

15 

(10,13) 

Homed  Grebe 

L 

2 

(13,19) 

Gadwall 

14 

(1,10) 

Double -crested  Cormorant 

597 

American  Wigeon 

10 

(10,11,13) 

American  Bittern 

6 

Redhead 

6 

(10,25) 

Great  Blue  Heron 

240 

Greater  Scaup 

L 

1 

(11) 

Great  Egret 

5 

Lesser  Scaup 

10 

(7,13,15) 

Green  Heron 

52 

Surf  Scoter 

L 

1 

(13) 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

1 

(3) 

WTiite- winged  Scoter 

5 

(13) 

Tundra  Swan 

2 

(23) 

Common  Goldeneye 

3 

(6) 

Mute  Swan 

1 

(10) 

Buffi  ehead 

3 

(13) 

Canada  Goose 

2636 

Hooded  Merganser 

6 

(3,24) 

Wood  Duck 

209 

Common  Merganser 

24 

Green-winged  Teal 

7 

(1,10,18) 

Red -breasted  Merganser 

132 

American  Black  Duck 

5 

(10,19,24) 

Ruddy  Duck 

11 

(10,13) 

Mallard 

878 

waterfowl  species 

2 
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Raptors  -  Rails 


Turkey  Vulture 

351 

Merlin 

1 

(4) 

Osprey 

10 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1 

(3) 

Bald  Eagle 

8 

raptor  species 

5 

Northern  Harrier 

19 

Rmg-necked  Pheasant 

18 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

17 

Ruffed  Grouse 

32 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

6 

Wild  Turkey 

84 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

14 

Virginia  Rail 

1 

(23) 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

32 

Sora 

3 

(18,23) 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

141 

Common  Moorhen 

7 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

L 

1 

(3) 

American  Coot 

44 

American  Kestrel 

45 

Plovers 

-  Terns 

Black -bellied  Plover 

2 

(3,8) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

4 

(8,19) 

Semipalmated  Plover 

50 

Dunlin 

77 

Kill  deer 

380 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

16 

(8,10) 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

4 

Common  Snipe 

5 

(13,17,26) 

Lesser  Yell owlegs 

13 

American  W  oodcock 

13 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

3 

(16,23,24) 

Wilson’s  Phalarope 

1 

(1) 

Willet 

*F 

3 

(6) 

shorebird  species 

11 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

101 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

263 

Upland  Sandpiper 

1 

(5) 

Ring-billed  Gull 

23828 

Whimbrel 

11 

(7) 

Herring  Gull 

5092 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

*F 

15 

(6,7,8) 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

64 

Sandaling 

5 

(7) 

Caspian  Tern 

44 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

*F 

29 

Common  Tern 

53 

Western  Sandpiper 

*  F 

1 

(7) 

Black  Tem 

37 

(10) 

Least  Sandpiper 

78 

Doves  - 

Swallows 

Rock  Dove 

1135 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

20 

Mourning  Dove 

1166 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

*F 

3 

(8,14,28) 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

11 

Eastern  W'ood  Pew  ee 

119 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  1 

'F 

4 

Yellow  -bellied  Flycatcher 

*F 

4 

Bam  Owl 

1 

01) 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

*F 

3 

(14,20) 

Easton  Screech-Owl 

1 

Alder  Flycatcher 

*F 

25 

Great  Homed  Owl 

11 

W'illow  Flycatcher 

33 

Barred  Ow  l 

8 

(19,25,28) 

Least  Flycatcher 

164 

Northern  Saw  -  whet  Owl 

1 

(28) 

empidonax  species 

16 

Common  Nighthawk 

*F 

1 

Eastern  Phoebe 

187 

Chimney  Swift 

198 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

141 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

219 

Eastern  Kingbird 

273 

Belted  Kingfisher 

58 

Homed  Lark 

43 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

24 

Purple  Martin 

441 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

49 

Tree  Swallow 

2035 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

35 

No.  Rough-w  inged  Swallow 

414 

Downy  Woodpecker 

236 

Bank  Swallow 

266 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

69 

Cliff  Swallow 

88 

Northern  Flicker 

189 

Bam  Swallow 

1451 
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Jays  -  Starlings 


Blue  Jay 

1212 

Blue-gray  Gnalcatcher 

26 

American  Crow 

1813 

Eastern  Bluebird 

131 

Common  Raven 

12 

(19,26,28) 

Veery 

82 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

949 

Gray -cheeked  Thrush 

2 

(13,25) 

Tufted  Titmouse  . 

100 

Swains  on’s  Thrush 

52 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

86 

Hermit  Thrush 

L 

12 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

158 

Wood  Thrush 

228 

Brown  Creeper 

13 

American  Robin 

’  4443 

Carolina  Wren 

9 

Gray  Catbird 

868 

House  Wren 

315 

Moddngbird 

4 

(13,8) 

Winter  Wren 

6 

Brown  Thrasher 

40 

Marsh  Wren 

22 

American  Pipit  ' 

8 

(20) 

Golden -crowned  Kinglet 

7 

(18,28) 

Cedar  Wax  wing 

293 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  L 

23 

European  Starling 

4018 

Vireos  - 

Warblers 

Solitary  Vireo 

44 

Pine  Warbler 

4 

Yellow -throated  Vireo 

22 

Pram  e  Warbler 

7 

Warbling  Vireo 

129 

Palm  Warbler 

17 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

15 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

99 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

327 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

22 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

141 

Cerulean  Warbler 

22 

“Brewster's  Warbler" 

1 

(11) 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

22 

Gol den-winged  Warbler 

4 

(5,8,28) 

American  Redstart 

302 

Tennessee  Warbler 

97 

Swains  on’s  Warbler 

* 

1 

(12) 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

3 

(5,7) 

Ovenbird 

204 

Nashville  W  arbler 

82 

Northern  Waterthrush 

18 

Northern  Parula 

14 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

5 

(143038) 

Yellow  Warbler 

2203 

Mourning  Warbler 

28 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

261 

Common  Yellow  throat 

649 

Magnolia  Warbler 

307 

Hooded  Warbler 

113 

Cape  May  Warbler 

31 

(7,9,11) 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

38 

Black -throated  Blue  Warbler 

101 

Canada  Warbler 

38 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

501 

Yellow-breasted  Chat 

1 

(11) 

Blck-throaled  Green  Warbler 

155 

warbler  species 

9 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

126 

Tanagers 

-  Finches 

Scarlet  Tanager 

145 

sparrow  species 

71 

Northern  Cardinal 

607 

Dark -eyed  Junco 

100 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

523 

Bobolink 

896 

Indigo  Bunting 

302 

Red- winged  Blackbird 

5605 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

104 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

218 

Chipping  Sparrow 

772 

Common  Grackle 

3013 

field  Sparrow 

123 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

877 

Vesper  Sparrow 

5 

Orchard  Oriole 

6 

(4,7) 

Savannah  Sparrow 

164 

Baltimore  Oriole 

903 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

4 

Purple  Finch 

192 

Song  Sparrow 

1253 

House  finch 

712 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

3 

(3,4,11) 

Pine  Siskin 

L 

30 

(2738) 

Swamp  Sparrow 

114 

American  Goldfinch 

1663 

White -throated  Sparrow 

62 

Evening  Grosbeak 

54 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

192 

House  Sparrow 

1982 
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SUMMARY  INFORMATION:  Total  Species  Observed  -  210 

Hybrids  -  1 

Total  Individual  Birds  Observed  -  96,928 
Number  of  Observers  -  257 


An  associated  spreadsheet  gives  comparisons  for  all  species  recorded  between  data  from  this  year’s 
count,  the  most  recent  decade  and  the  full  60  years  of  counts. 

The  following  charts  offer  additional  insights  into  population  changes: 
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OBSERVERS:  Compilers  are  printed  in  boldface: 

Section  1 :  David  Cooper,  Lynne  Landon,  Tern  Younker. 

Section  2:  Michael  Davis. 

Section  3.  Jerald  Farrell,  Carl  McMurtry,  Don  Roberson,  John  Welte,  Martha  Welte. 
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Section  4:  Robert  Brock,  Wiliam  Watson. 

Section  5:  Don  Brasure,  Dick  Christensen,  Peggy  Christensen,  Morgan  Jones,  Bob  Lipp,  Sue  O’Donell,  Tom 
O’Donell,  Marion  Smith,  Bill  Townsend. 

Section  6:  Robert  Andrle,  Joe  Thill. 

Section  7:  Richard  Byron,  Mike  Hamilton,  Barbara  Henderson,  Jack  Mansfield,  Peter  Yoerg. 

Section  8:  Brian  Lewandowski,  Michael  Zebehazy. 

Section  9:  Chuck  Rosenburg. 

Section  10:  Robert  Wagner,  John  Filor 

Section  1 1 :  Edward  Berst, Dennis  Gralak,  Susan  Gralak,  Maijorie  Harwitz,  Mitchell  Harwitz,  Marie  Johnson,  Alice 
McKale,  Alice  Norfolk,  Don  Norfolk,  Gerry  Rising,  Margaret  Stewart. 

Section  12:  Ann  Bauer,  Marian  Bee,  Tom  Harper,  Marlene  Phillips,  Ruth  Phillips,  Donna  Wieand 

Section  13:  Douglass  Beattie,  Jerry  Fisk,  Tad  Gerace,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  Jane  Mason,  Marc  Mason,  Max 
Mason,  David  Muller,  Marge  Pixley,  Don  Thureau. 

Section  14:  Lois  Abbott,  Ken  Brandes,  Phyllis  Hansen,  Doug  Happ,  Bob  Leonard,  Glenna  Leous,  Mike  Noville,  Mary 
Saville 

Section  15:  Wiliam  Bogacki,  Edward  Ratajczak,  Art  Rosche,  Olga  Rosche. 

Section  1 6 :  Tom  Connare,  Marian  Domhaffer,  Audrey  Horbett,  Fran  Rew. 

Section  17:  Tom  Koopman,  Bert  Schweigert 

Section  18:  Bruce  Chilton. 

Section  19:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Ron  Andrews,  Lucile  Bailey,  Velma  Baker,  Doris  Burton,  Faye  Clancy, 
Barbara  Cronk,  Horace  Emmons,  Mrs.  Horace  Emmons,  Alice  Evans,  Walt  Franklin,  Harry  Glossner,  Mrs.  Ham 
Glossner,  Lyle  Hotchkiss,  Janet  Lang,  Dora  Lilly,  Roger  Nicholson,  John  Raybuck,  Vesta  Rice,  Elaine  Smith,  Emmette 
Smith,  Mrs.  Emmette  Smith,  Valerie  Smith,  Elwyn  Steadman,  Oliver  Wiliams,  Jay  Wilson,  Mrs.  Jay  Wilson,  Richard 
Wilson,  Larry  Wilson,  Mrs.  Richard  Wilson. 

Section  20:  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club:  Chris  Budniewski,  Ray  Budniewski,  Gwen  Farver,  Paul  Farver,  Joanne  Goetz,  Joe 
Gula,  Paul  Hanlon,  Richard  Mega,  Terry  Mosher,  Tom  O’Connell,  Marilyn  Pecoraro,  Marty  Sanders,  Audrey  Schafer, 
Jeannie  Smith,  Keith  Stock,  Doris  Welch,  Tom  Welch. 

Section  21:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Virginia  Anderson,  Gretchen  Carlson,  Otto  Carlson,  Daniel  Cordosi,  Julie 
Heilman,  Ranjit  Laha,  Jessie  Nelson,  Linda  O’Brien,  Jean  Pigman,  Carol  Roby,  Bill  Sharp,  Kelly  Suckow,  Sue 
Suckow,  Robert  Sundell. 

Section  22:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Daniel  Cordosi,  Ranjit  Laha,  Robert  Sundell. 

Section  23:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Daniel  Cordosi,  Ranjit  Laha,  Jeremy  Maggio,  Stephen  Maggio,  Jean  Pigman, 

Tom  Simmons,  Robert  Sundell. 

Section  24:  Timothy  Baird,  Thomas  LeBlanc. 

Section  25:  (Timothy  Baird),  Lucille  Bordonaro,  Harriet  Donnelly,  Stephen  Eaton,  Margaret  Green,  Alene  Johnson, 
Arlene  Knittle,  Carol  Wilber. 

Section  26:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Doris  Burton,  Mary  Jordan,  .Ann  Scott,  Morris  Scott. 

Section  27 :  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Daniel  Babcock,  Harold  Babcock,  Margaret  Barnett,  (Doris  Burton),  Estella 
Cronauer,  Fritz  Cronauer,  June  Dickinson,  Norman  Ives,  Helen  Link,  Wilma  Sanford,  Lillian  Simons,  Jake  Strong,  Bill 
Thompson,  Fran  Thompson,  Fred  Wygant,  Pat  Wygant. 

Section  28:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Mallery  Adams,  Mary  Adams,  Russell  .Allen,  Shawn  Allen,  Dorothy  Bayless, 
Fred  Bayless,  Warren  Bouck,  Don  Brink,  Loma  Brink,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Betty  Brown,  Bill  Brown,  Les  Brown,  Debbie 
Bucholz,  Betty  Burdick,  Carl  Burdick,  (Doris  Burton),  Dale  Coats,  Ruth  Coats,  Diane  Converso,  Jim 
Copenheaver,  Cynthia  Culley,  Paul  Culley,  Elsie  Cushing,  Larry’  Deverell,  Phyllis  DuBreiul,  Ann  Eisenhardt,  Jamie 
Eisenhardt,  Peggie  Eisenhardt,  Dorotha  Fanton,  Peter  Finlay,  Terry  Finlay,  Keegan  Fleming,  Nancy  Gillette,  John 
Gradoni,  Virginia  Hogan,  LJoyd  Hotchkiss,  Matthew  Hotchkiss,  Sandra  Hotchkiss,  Betty  Kellogg,  Wayne  Kellogg,  Elsie 
Kent,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Kasey  Klingensmith,  Margaret  Klingensmith,  Mark  Klingensmith,  Ellen  Lamb, 
Barry  Lash,  Hannah  Lash,  Martha  Lash,  Rachel  Lash,  Cathy  MacDonald,  Pete  MacDonald,  Ed  Mason,  Maijorie  Mason, 
Kenneth  McClure,  Marion  McClure,  Lyle  Palmiter,  Thelma  Palmiter,  Beverly  Perry,  Sean  Phelan,  Anne  Pipal,  Robert 
Pipal,  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Dan  Ramsey,  Danielle  Ramsey,  Evelyn  Ramsey,  Nicole  Ramsey,  Dan  Rase, 
Ona  Reynolds,  Lynn  Rositzke,  Violet  Sharrett,  Helen  Shear,  Norb  Shear,  Connor  Stephens,  Bruce  Taggart,  Wilma 
Taggart,  Bea  Thompson,  Timothy  Timbrook,  Linda  Travers,  Betty  Warek-Fowler,  Mary  Lee  Wells,  Suzanne  W  ood 
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May  Count  Summary  Data:  1990-1996  and  1935-1996 


Count  Number 

60 

1990  -  1996 

1935  -  1996 

Count  Date 

May  19 

Ave 

Max 

Rec 

Ave* 

Max 

Min 

Rec 

1996 

Count 

Count 

n 

Count 

Count 

Ct 

(60 

LOONS  —  DUCKS 

• 

Red-throated  Loon 

2 

13 

1 

0 

13 

0 

9 

Common  Loon 

2 

20 

65 

7 

17 

65 

1 

60 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

14 

14 

21 

7 

13 

27 

0 

59 

Homed  Grebe 

2 

0 

2 

2 

4 

26 

0 

42 

Red-necked  Grebe  ( 18- ) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

~oj 

5 

Western  Grebe 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

American  White  Pelican 

0 

2 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

597 

345 

597 

7 

47 

597 

0 

36 

American  Bittern 

6 

5 

9 

7 

15 

61 

0 

49 

Least  Bittern 

1 

3 

2 

3 

23 

0 

43 

Great  Blue  Heron 

240 

263 

327 

7 

172 

433 

26 

60 

Great  Egret 

5 

3 

5 

5 

1 

8 

0 

22 

Snowy  Egret 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Little  Blue  Heron 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Tri<olored  Heron 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Cattle  Egret 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Green-backed  Heron 

52 

44 

58 

7 

53 

118 

13 

60 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

1 

16 

41 

7 

29 

310 

0 

55 

Yellow-crowned  Night  Heron 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Glossy  Ibis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Tundra  Swan 

2 

3 

6 

6 

2 

14 

0 

32 

Mute  Swan 

1 

— O1 

2 

2 

1 

18 

0 

16 

Snow  Goose  (16- ) 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

0 

4 

Brant 

24 

169 

1 

4 

169 

0 

7 

Canada  Goose 

2636 

2063 

3585 

7 

415 

3585 

0 

50 

Wood  Duck 

209 

212 

252 

7 

81 

252 

1 

60 

Green— winged  Teal 

7 

8 

16 

7 

5 

21 

0 

45 

American  Black  Duck 

5 

7 

13 

7 

37 

228 

1 

60 

Mallard 

*78 

859 

1143 

7 

338 

1143 

3 

60 

Northern  Pintail 

3 

7 

5 

4 

22 

0 

48 

Blue-winged  Teal 

44 

51 

75 

7 

65 1 

130 

15 

60 

Northern  Shoveler 

15 

8 

16 

7 

4 

16 

0 

40 

Gad  wall 

14 

10 

20 

7 

7 

30 

0 

37 

Eurasian  Wigeon 

0 

— O1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

American  Wigeon 

10 

16 

30 

7 

16 

59 

0 

57 

Canvas back 

0 

1 

1 

1 

~9 

0 

24 

Redhead 

6 

9 

23 

7 

3 

23 1 

0 

34 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1 

4 

4 

2 

31 

0 

32 

Greater  Scaup 

1 

0 

1 

2 

11 

84 

0 

39 

Lesser  Scaup 

10 

7 

121 

7 

73 

302 

0 

54 

scaup  species 

12 

50 

3 

~ 61 

King  Eider 

0 

0 

0 

0 

- 1 

0 

2 

Oldsquaw 

1 

3 

2 

43 

501 

0 

42 

Black  Scoter  (1 5-) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

1 

Surf  Scoter  (20- ) 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

25 

0 

12 

White-winged  Scoter 

5 

39 

218 

5 

11 

218 

0 

35 

scoter  species 

1 

10 

1 

0 

Common  Goldeneye 

3 

1 

3 

3 

8 

224 

0 

43 

BufTlehead 

3 

8 

35 

4 

20 

141 

0 

46 

Hooded  Merganser 

6 

16 

28 

7 

6 

28 

0 

39 

Common  Merganser 

24 

28 

51 

7 

17 

97 

0 

55 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

132 

195 

433 

7 

157 

1087 

1 

60 

Ruddy  Duck 

11 

5 

11 

6 

3 

21 

0 

39 

waterfowl  species 

2 

1 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

3 

RAPTORS  —  RAI  LS 

Turkey  Vulture 

351 

280 

458 

7 

82 

458 

3 

60 

Osprey 

10 

15 

25 

7 

25 

0 

48 

Bald  Eagle 

8 

5 

8 

7 

2 

9 

0 

29 

Northern  Harrier 

19 

21 

38 

7 

20 

58 

3 

60 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

17 

32 

103 

7 

11 

103 

0 

59 
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Count  Number 

60 

1990  -  1996 

1935  -  1996 

Count  Date 

May  19 

Ave 

Max 

Rec 

Ave* 

Max 

Min 

Rec 

1996 

Count 

Count 

n 

Count 

Count 

Ct 

/60 

Cooper’*  Hawk 

6 

7 

14 

7 

7 

40 

0 

58 

Northern  Goshawk 

1 

2 

3 

0 

4 

0 

13 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

14 

13 

~19 

7 

17 

54 

1 

60 

Broad-wing  Hawk 

32 

76 

253 

7 

20 

253 

0 

55 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

141 

149 

212 

7 

84 

212 

0 

59 

Rough-legged  Hawk  ( 20- ) 

1 

3 

8 

4 

1 

8 

0 

21 

Golden  Eagle 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

American  Kestrel 

45 

64 

74 

7 

49 

111 

8 

60 

Merlin 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

0 

13 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1 

0 

1 

3 

0 

2 

0 

14 

raptor  species 

5 

1 

5 

3 

0 

Gray  Partridge 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

4 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

18 

29 

39 

7 

103 

262 

16 

60 

Ruffed  Grouse 

32 

31 

41 

7 

28 

82 

0 

59 

Wild  Turkey 

84 

62 

88 

7 

17 

88 

0 

37 

Northern  Bobwhiie 

0 

1 

1 

0 

4 

0 

8 

King  Rail 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

5 

Virginia  Rail 

1 

6 

11 

7 

6 

19 

1 

60 

Sora 

3 

5 

15 

7 

9 

40 

1 

60 

Common  Moorhen 

7 

18 

26 

7 

24 

68 

0 

59 

American  Coot 

44 

22 

44 

7 

23 

94 

0 

58 

Sandhill  Crane 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

PLOVERS  -  TERNS 

Black-bellied  Plover 

2 

2 

9 

5 

3 

15 

0 

47 

Lesser  Golden-Plover  (21-) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12 

0 

5 

Semipalmaled  Plover 

50 

33 

50 

7 

29 

204 

0 

58 

Piping  Plover 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

4 

Killdeer 

380 

440 

482 

7 

383 

784 

63 

60 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

4 

T 

13* 

7 

8 

27 

0 

56 

Lesser  Y  ellowlegs 

13 

~~Y2 

36 

7 

10 

36 

0 

57 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

3 

10 

20 

7 

16 

47 

0 

59 

Willet 

3 

0 

3 

1 

0 

3 

0 

1 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

101 

106 

125 

7 

158 

286 

46 

60 

Upland  Sandpiper 

1 

3 

7 

6 

10 

38 

0 

58 

Whimbrel  (-17) 

11 

5 

16 

4 

12 

118 

0 

20 

Hudsonian  Godwit 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

15 

25 

63 

7 

39 

306 

0 

59 

Red  Knot  (-19) 

1 

10 

1 

1 

40 

0 

8 

Sanderling  (-14) 

5 

3 

11 

3 

7 

200 

0 

31 

Semipalmaled  Sandpiper 

29 

45 

178 

7 

21 

178 

0 

55 

Western  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

8 

2 

0 

8 

0 

3 

Least  Sandpiper 

78 

76 

136 

7 

46 

305 

0 

57 

Wh.-rumped  Sandpiper  (-16) 

1 

2 

3 

1 

6 

0 

17 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

4 

2 

4 

4 

6 

45 

0 

48 

Dunlin 

77 

115 

241 

7 

105 

682 

0 

55 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

[  0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Short-billed  Dowitcher  (-11) 

16 

19 

64 

7 

13 

276 

0 

33 

Common  Snipe 

5 

12 

19 

7 

16 

59 

1 

60 

American  Woodcock 

13 

16 

21 

7 

18 

55 

0 

59 

Wilson’s  Ph  alar  ope 

1 

1 

3 

2 

0 

3 

0 

6 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

shorebird  species 

11 

8 

44 

3 

1 

Laughing  Gull 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Little  Gull  ( 10- ) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

Common  Black-headed  Gull 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

263 

193 

584 

7 

178 

2312 

1 

60 

Ring-billed  Gull 

23828 

23174 

30779 

7 

6115 

30779 

60 

60 

Herring  Gull 

8092 

2242 

5092 

7 

645 

5092 

37 

60 

Glaucous  Gull 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

5 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

64 

79 

126 

7 

18 

126 

0 

46 

79 


Vol.  62  No.  6 


May  Count  Summary  Data:  1990-1996  and  1935-1996 


Count  Number 

60 

1990  -  1996 

1935  - 1996 

Count  Date 

May  19 

Ave 

Max 
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n 
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Count 

Ct 

160 

gull  species 

38 

250 

2 

1  45 

Caspian  Tern 

44 

26 

94 

7 

5 

94 

0 

39 

Common  Tern 

S3 

182 

324 

7 

850 

6375 

14 

60 

Forster’s  Tern 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

10 

Black  Tern 

37 

19 

37 

7 

95 

701 

0 

59 

DOVES  -  SWALLOWS 

Rock  Dove 

1135 

1168 

1392 

7 

531 

1397 

0 

53 

Mourning  Dove 

1166 

1300 

1461 

7 

660 

1461 

111 

60 

Black- billed  Cuckoo 

11 

16 

33 

7 

21 

87 

1 

60 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

4 

4 

8 

7 

6 

20 

0 

58 

Barn  Owl 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

4 

0 

11 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

1 

3 

11 

7 

3 

11 

0 

50 

Great  Homed  Owl 

11 

~To 

14 

7 

10 

28 

0 

58 

Barred  Owl 

8 

7 

12 

7 

6 

19 

0 

55 

Long-eared  Owl 

0 

1 

1 

0 

8 

0 

17 

Short-eared  Owl 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

13 

Northern  Sow-whet  Owl  (23-) 

1 

0 

1 

3 

0 

1 

0 

7 

Common  Nighthawk 

1 

12 

35 

7 

12 

38 

0 

58 

Whip-poor-will 

1 

5 

2 

2 

20 

0 

39 

Chimney  Swift 

198 

305 

429 

7 

424 

1300 

113 

60 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

219 

180 

219 

7 

64 

219 

1 

60 

Belted  Kingfisher 

S8 

63 

76 

7 

73 

162 

18 

60 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

24 

18 

24 

7 

37 

228' 

0 

59 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

49 

28 

49 

7 

11 

49 

0 

47 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

35 

28 1 

71 

7 

13 

71 

0 

57 

Downy  Woodpecker 

236 

183 

236 

7 

155 

355 

6 

60 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

69 

59 

80 

7 

59 

187 

2 

60 

Three-toed  Woodpecker 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Northern  Ricker 

189 

215 

261 

7 

318 

1001 

83 

60 

Plicated  Woodpecker 

20 

24 

34 

7 

13 

34 

0 

56 

Olive-sided  Rycatcher 

3 

3 

12 

7 

2 

12 

0 

43 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

119 

86 

137 

7 

63 

188 

1 

60 

Yellow-bellied  Rycatcher 

4 

3 

6 

6 

3 

15 

0 

44 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

3 

2 

4 

6 

1 

6 

0 

24 

Alder  Flycatcher  (-14) 

25 

14 

25 

7 

15 

100 

0 

58 

Willow  Flycatcher  (-14) 

33! 

34 

65 

7 

10 

68 

0 

21 

Least  Rycatcher 

164 

126 

164 

7 

135 

319 

34 

60 

empidonax  species 

16 

7 

16 

5 

2 

Eastern  Phoebe 

187 

240 

365 

7 

176 

390 

39 

60 

Great  Crested  Rycatcher 

141 

165 

224 

7 

128 

237 

21 

60 

Eastern  Kingbird 

273 

303 

369 

7 

276 

714 

0 

59 

Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Homed  Lark 

43 

25 

43 

7 

73 

238 1 

9 

60 

Purple  Martin 

441 

507 

815 

7 

738 

4900 

64 

60 

Tree  Swallow 

2035 

2100 

3099 

7 

1078 

3263 

23 

60 

No.  Rough- winged  Swallow 

414 

449 

687 

7 

328 

951 

38 

60 

Bank  Swallow 

266 

560 

833 

7 

1023 

3563 

62 

60 

Cliff  Swallow 

88 

127 

170 

7 

93 

283 

2 

60 

Bam  Swallow 

1451 

2066 

3247 

7 

1799 

7442 

214 

60 

swallow  species 

21 

145 

1 

3 

JAYS  —  STARLI  NGS 

Blue  Jay 

1212 

1045 

1231 

7 

638 

2073 

24 

60 

American  Crow 

1813 

1762 

1984 

7 

1055 

2173 

269 

60 

Common  Raven 

12 

5 

12 

6 

1 

12 

0 

7 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

949 

759 

949 

7 

457 

1094 

21 

60 

Tufted  Titmouse 

100 

57 

100 

7 

15 

100 

0 

44 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

86 

38 

86 

7 

22 

111 

0 

52 

White— breasted  Nuthatch 

158 

131 

158 

7 

102 

264 

10 

60 

Brown  Creeper 

13 

12 

14 

7 

11 

41 

0 

54 

Carolina  Wren 

9 

15 

38 

7 

3 

38 

0 

39 

House  Wren 

315 

322 

415 

7 

294 

754 

68 

60 
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May  Const  Summary  Data:  1990-1996  and  1935-1996 


Count  Number 

60 

1990-1996 

1935  - 1996 

Count  Date 

May  19 

Ave 

Max 

Rec 

Ave* 

Max 

Min 

Rec 

1996 

Count 

Count 

n 

Count 

Count 

Ct 

/60 

Winter  Wren 

6 

7 

11 

7 

5 

30 

0 

46 

Sedge  Wren 

0 

0 

0 

3 

22 

0 

33 

Marsh  Wren 

22 

20 

40 

7 

31 

154 

0 

59 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

7 

15 

27 

7 

7 

27 

0 

45 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

23 

19 

40 

7 

37 

381 

0 

57 

unidentified  kinglets 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Blue- gray  Gnaicatcher 

26 

17 

26 

7 

11 

36 

0 

54 

Eastern  Bluebird 

131 

179 

243 

7 

106 

243 

11 

60 

Veery 

82 

86 

115 

7 

116 

222 

51 

60 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

2 

1 

2 

5 

5 

35 

0 

51 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

82 

28 

52 

7 

54 

146 

6 

60 

Hermit  Thrush 

12 

23 

33 

7 

15 

42 

0 

56 

Wood  Thrush 

228 

246 

283 

7 

279 

633 

16 

60 

American  Robin 

4443 

5088 

5855 

7 

3834 

7436 

654 

60 

Gray  Catbird 

868 

721 

905 

7 

651 

1142 

93 

60 

Mockingbird 

4 

12 

24 

7 

5 

24 

0 

33 

Brown  Thrasher 

40 

35 

40 

7 

82 

381 

6 

60 

American  Pipit 

8 

11 

34 

5 

16 

188 

0 

41 

Cedar  Waxwing 

293 

321 

757 

7 

170 

757 

0 

59 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

0 

28 

European  Starling 

4018 

5005 

6223 

7 

5139 

17036 

544 

60 

VI  REOS  —  WARBLERS 

White-eyed  Vireo 

1 

3 

4 

0 

3 

0 

15 

Solitary  Vireo 

44 

36 

49 

7 

18 

49 

0 

59 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

22 

15 

22 

7 

18 

39 

0 

59 

Warbling  Vireo 

129 

140 

240 

7 

89 

240 

0 

59 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

15 

13 

25 

7 

8 

32 

0 

59 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

327 

312 

452 

7 

224 

798 

8 

60 

Blue- winged  Warbler 

141 

113 

141 

7 

61 

184 

0 

59 

“Brewster’s  Warbler" 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

4 

0 

37 

“Lawrence's  Warbler" 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

4 

Golden-winged  Warbler 

4 

4 

5 

7 

14 

92 

1 

60 

Tennessee  Warbler 

97 

58 

127 

7 

103 

772 

4 

60 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

3 

1 

3 

3 

2 

15 

0 

39 

Nashville  Warbler 

82 

32 

82 

7 

60 

193 

7 

60 

Northern  Parula 

14 

5 

14 

7 

8 

43 

0 

55 

Yellow  Warbler 

2203 

1563 

2203 

7 

1355 

2203 

365 

60 

Chestnut- sided  Warbler 

261 

225 

291 

7 

191 

473 

48 

60 

Magnolia  Warbler 

307 

155 

307 

7 

148 

521 

0 

59 

Cape  May  Warbler 

31 

22 

60 

7 

39 

256 

1 

60 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

101 

49 

101 

7 

40 

207 

0 

59 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

501 

268 

584 

7 

245 

970 

0 

59 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler 

155 

102 

155 

7 

134 

512 

23 

60 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

126 

87 

162 

7 

110 

358 

18 

60 

Y ellow-throated  Warbler 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

4 

Pine  Warbler 

4 

3 

5 

6 

1 

10 

0 

31 

Prairie  Warbler  (24-) 

7 

10 

17 

7 

3 

17 

0 

28 

Palm  Warbler 

17 

12 

41 

7 

9 

41 

0 

56 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

99 

68 

112 

7 

69 

457 

1 

60 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

22 

18 

28 

7 

21 

200 

0 

58 

Cerulean  Warbler 

22 

17 

22 

7 

16 

86 

2 

60 

Black-and-White  Warbler 

22 

30 

71 

7 

39 

294 

6 

60 

American  Redstart 

302 

255 

312 

7 

292 

923 

102 

60 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

1 

3 

4 

2 

11 

0 

37 

Worm-eating  Warbler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Swainson's  Warbler 

1 

0 

1 

1 

9 

l 

0 

1 

Ovenbird 

204 

188 

224 

7 

155 

314 

60 

60 

Northern  Waierthrush 

18 

16 

22 

7 

22 

82 

3 

60 

Louisiana  Waierthrush 

5 

6 

8 

7 

6 

15 

0 

58 

Kentucky  Warbler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

8 

Connecticut  Warbler 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

0 

11 
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May  Count  Summary  Data:  1990-1996  and  1935-1996 


Count  Number 

60 

1990  - 1996 

1935  -  1996 

• 

Count  Date 

May  19 

Ave 

Max 

Rec 

Ave* 

Max 

Min 

Rec 

1996 

Count 

Count 

n 

Count 

Count 

Ct 

160 

Mourning  Warbler 

2 8 

26 

38 

7 

20 

48 

1 

60 

Common  Y  ellowthroat 

649 

597 

732 

7 

413 

981 

62 

60 

Hooded  Warbler 

113 

71 

113 

7 

26 

113 

0 

57 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

38 

19 

48 

7 

18 

127 

0 

58 

Canada  Warbler 

38 

33 

79 

7 

48 

175 

7 

60 

Yellow-breasted  Chat 

1 

0 

2 

2 

3 

11 

0 

45 

warbler  species 

9 

26 

154 

5 

3 

, 

T  A  N  A  G  E  R 

S  -  H 

o  u  s 

E  S 

P  A 

R  R  ( 

D  WS 

Summer  Tanager 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

Scarlet  Tanager 

145 

124 

161 

7 

125 

352 

0 

59 

Northern  Cardinal 

607 

610 

677 

7 

341 

884 

5 

60 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

523 

433 

545 

7 

297 

756 

32 

60 

Indigo  Bunting 

302 

178 

302 

7 

141 

341 

4 

60 

Dickcissel 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

104 

128 

156 

7 

220 

705 

32 

60 

American  Tree  Sparrow  ( 12- ) 

0 

1 

1 

0 

9 

0 

7 

Chipping  Sparrow 

772 

739 

851 

7 

648 

1487 

175 

60 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Field  Sparrow 

123 

134 

170 

7 

242 

657 

22 

60 

Vesper  Sparrow 

5 

7 

18 

n 

/ 

77 

287 

2 

60 

Lark  Sparrow 

0 

1 

i 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Savannah  Sparrow 

164 

162 

203 

7 

222 

640 

27 

60 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

4 

5 

11 

7 

18 

66 

0 

59 

Henslow’s  Sparrow 

2 

5 

4 

17 

83 

0 

56 

Fox  Sparrow  ( 16- ) 

0 

3 

1 

1 

21 

0 

13 

Song  Sparrow 

1253 

1355' 

1544 

7 

1567 

3586 

380 

60 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

3 

3 

6 

6 

41 

22 

0 

51 

Swamp  Sparrow 

114 

106 

128 

7 

110 

305 

30 

60 

White-throated  Sparrow 

62 

51 

134 

7 

120 

591 

0 

59 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

192 

186 

464 

7 

221 

1300 

0 

59 

Harris'  Sparrow 

0 

~01 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

sparrow  species 

71 

11 

71 

3 

1 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

100 

175 

219 

7 

88 

219 

3 

60 

Lapland  Longspur 

0 

0 

0 

~ o1 

2 

0 

1 

Bobolink 

896 

912 

1079 

7 

789 

1320 

103 

60 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

5605 

5445 

6297 

7 

6116 

15941 

453 

60 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

218 

212 

261 

7 

475 

1305 

111 

60 

Western  Meadowlark 

0 

•  0 

0 

1 

18 

0 

12 

Yellow-headed  Blackbird 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Rusty  Blackbird  (22-) 

23 

114 

5 

18 

114 

0 

42 

Common  Grackle 

3013 

3799 

5274 

7 

3939 

10967 

153 

60 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

877 

804 

1025 

7 

1075 

2810 

209 

60 

Orchard  Oriole 

6 

2 

6 

6 

5 

32 

0 

47 

Northern  Oriole 

903 

701 

903 

7 

683 

1388 

131 

60 

Pine  Grosbeak 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20 

0 

1 

Purple  Finch 

192 

190 

283 

7 

130 

468 

3 

60 

House  Finch 

712 

1068 

1414 

7 

252 

1414 

0 

22 

Red  Crossbill 

0 

1 

2 

8 

112 

0 

16 

White-winged  Crossbill 

0 

0 

0 

2 

75 

0 

7 

Common  Redpoll 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Pine  Siskin 

30 

115 

596 

7 

88 

707 

0 

42 

American  Goldfinch 

1663 

1903 

2654 

7 

2044 

5843 

262 

60 

Evening  Grosbeak 

54 

31 

136 

7 

50 

578 

0 

40 

House  Sparrow 

1982 

1768 

2058 

7 

2251 

5836 

250 

60 

unidentified  birds 

3 

18 

1 

0 

Total  Species 

210 

201 

209 

197 

214 

142 

Hybrids 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

Total  Individuals 

86920 

84061 

95091 

59011 

113615 

12004 

Number  of  Observers 

258 

269 

282 

*  Ave  Count  excludes  1936  when 

Sections  Censused  (of  28) 

28 

species  were  only  checked. 
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May  Count  Summary  Data:  1990-19%  and  1935-1996 


Count  Number 

60 

1990- 

1996 

1935  •  1996 

Count  Date 

May  19 

Ave 

Max 

Rec 

Ave* 

Max 

Min 

Rec 

1996 

Count 

Count 

n 

Count 

Count 

Ct 

/60 

GROUP  DATA 

Loons,  Grebes,  Cormorants 

615 

382 

615 

82 

615 

6 

Herons 

304 

332 

416 

274 

843 

53 

Swans, Geese,  Ducks 

4025 

3590 

5229 

1342 

5229 

264 

Hawks  and  Owls 

673 

686 

1194 

317 

1194 

53 

Gruiformes 

189 

173 

194' 

210 

378 

12 

Shorebirds 

823 

944 

1306 

905 

1997 

288 

Gulls  and  Terns 

29381 

25954 

34349 

7952 

34349 

634 

Woodpeckers 

622 

557 

637 

606 

1503 

112 

Flycatchers 

968 

982 

1279 

811 

1491 

207 

Swallows 

4695 

5829 

8229 

5061 

12457 

553 

Chickadees  to  Gnalcatchers 

1714 

1412 

1714 

997 

1959 

135 

Thrushes 

4950 

5652 

6465 

4409 

8079 

872 

Mimic  Thrushes 

912 

768 

950 

737 

1406 

115 

Vireos 

537 

517 

763 

357 

964 

32 

W7arblers 

5626 

4080 

5626 

3679 

7055 

1364 

Tanagers  to  Buntings 

1577 

1346 

1577 

903 

2179 

85 

Sparrows 

2967 

3064 

3659 

3558 

8067 

994 

Icterids 

11518 

11898 

14120 

13099 

30150 

1271 

Finches 

2651 

3307 

4846 

2574 

6822 

287 

Foreign  Introductions* 

7865 

9038 

11000 

10006 

12424 

7865 

Native  Non-Passerines 

38271 

34472 

42876 

12846 

42876 

2758 

Native  Passerines 

40784 

40957 

45741 

37888 

74092 

7887 

CHECKLIST  DIVISIONS 

Loons  to  Ducks 

4944 

4304 

7365 

1698 

10198 

173 

Raptors  to  Shorebirds 

1663 

1782 

3052 

1412 

5752 

273 

Gulls  and  Terns 

29381 

25954 

37287 

7952 

45488 

456 

Doves  to  Swallows 

9142 

10445 

14734 

8361 

29395 

1138 

Jays  to  Starlings 

14932 

15982 

19697 

13163 

35601 

2028 

_ 

Vireos  and  Warblers 

6154 

4571 

6909 

4033 

11877 

869 

Tanagers  to  House  Sparrow 

20695! 

21382 

27774 

22386 

61269 

2820 

TOTALS 

86911 

84420 

116818 

59005 

199580 

8242 

_ 

3|e3|:9);4:3|c3|e3):3): 

BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December. 
Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt 
Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


Sept.  11:  Annual  Members’  Slide  Night.  Bring  your  slides  from  your  summer  birding  adventures  to  share 

with  the  meeting. 
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FIELD  TRIPS 

Aug.  25. 

Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti. 
I  eaden  Richard  Byron  (662-4783).  (Note,  We  will  skip  the  Canadian  shore  meeting  spot  unless 
someone  requests  it). 

Sept.  1: 

Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Meetal  7:30  a.m.  in  the  Tifft  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  trip  for 
warblers.  Leaden  (TBA) 

Sept.  6-8: 

Friday-Sunday.  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  Annual  Meeting  hosted  by  Hudson- 
Mohawk  Bird  Club  at  the  Holiday  Inn  Turf  on  Wolf  Road,  Albany.  The  theme  will  be  migration. 
For  information  and  registration  contact  Hudson  Mohawk  Bird  Club,  Inc.,  do  Five  Rivers 
Environmental  Education  Center,  Game  Farm  Rd.,  Del  mar,  NY  12054. 

Sept.  14-15: 

Saturday-  Sunday.  Hawk  Cliff  weekend  for  hawks.  This  is  south  of  St.  Thomas,  Ontario,  where 
County  Road  22  ends  at  the  Lake  Erie  shore.  (The  site  has  not  yet  been  changed).  This  is  160 
miles  from  Buffalo.  Banded  hawks  will  be  displayed  on  Sept.  14  and  21.  For  information 
call  Bill  Burch  (773-3690).  In  case  of  bad  weather  the  trip  will  be  called  off  or  postponed  a  week. 

Sept.  22: 

Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  around  Lewiston,  NY.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Tops  market  in  Lewiston. 
Leader 

Oct.  13: 

Sunday.  BOS  October  Bird  Count. 

Oct  20: 

Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  and  Batavia  Sewage  ponds  (if  access  is  granted).  Meet 
at  8:00  a.m.  at  Tanning  Bed,  0.1  mile  east  of  Main  &  Transit  on  the  south  side  of  Main.  Leader. 
Mike  Morgante  (685-4975). 

Oct.  26: 

Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  counties.  Meet  at  8:00 
a.m.  in  Wrights  Comers  on  Hwy  78  at  Tops  market  just  north  of  the  Hwy  104  intersection. 
Leader  Willie  D'Anna  (731-4348). 

Oct.  27: 

Sunday.  End  of  DST.  Set  clock  back  1  hour. 

Nov.  24: 

Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS.  For  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  a.m. 
at  Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and 
Bob  Brock  (876-5862). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

******** 
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THE  MONTH:  June,  1996 

The  weather  in  June  continued  cloudy  and  wet  -  but  warm!  Thus  ended  eight  months  of  cooler  than  normal 
iemperaiures  on  ihe  Niagara  Frontier.  The  month  began  with  a  continuation  of  the  warm  weather  of  late  May  and, 
following  a  brief  interlude  of  cooler  weather  on  June  4th  and  5th,  a  series  of  low  pressure  systems  building 
behind  an  almost  stationary  weather  front  across  the  lower  Great  Lakes,  pumped  warm  and  humid  air  with 
lowering  clouds  and  daily  precipitation  in  the  form  of  showers  or  thunder  storms  across  the  region  until  mid¬ 
month.  On  June  15th,  a  high  pressure  system  from  the  northern  plains  brought  drier  air  and,  save  for  heavy 
rainfall  in  the  Southern  Tier  counties  residual  to  tropical  storm  “Arthur“  on  the  18th  and  19th,  the  area  enjoyed 
more  seasonal  weather  and  sunshine  until  month’s  end.  The  high  ambient  temperature  for  the  month  as  recorded  at 
Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport  was  85°(F)  on  June  10th.  The  average  temperature  for  the  period  was 
67.8°(F),  1.9  degrees  above  normal;  precipitation  at  Buffalo  measured  5.20  inches,  1.65  Inches  above  average; 
only  47%  of  possible  sunshine  was  recorded,  17%  below  average.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater 
Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

The  traditional  lull  in  field  activity  in  June  after  the  rather  frenetic  May  migration  not  withstanding  a  number  of 
interesting  records  were  received  by  the  compiler  this  month.  Bill  Watson’s  nest  monitoring  activities  a  Motor 
Island  on  the  East  Branch  of  the  Niagara  River  in  the  Town  of  Tonawanda  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  a  rare 
vagrant  in  our  study  area,  a  White  Pelican  resting  at  the  shoreline  at  the  north  end  of  Strawberry  Island  just  upriver 
from  Motor  Island  on  June  1st.  The  bird  in  close  proximity  to  a  number  of  Canada  Geese  was  an  adult  in  breeding 
plumage,  much  larger  in  body  dimensions  than  the  geese  and  unmistakable  with  Its  heavy  bill  with  its  inverted 
keel-shaped  projection  at  the  base  was  clearly  seen.  Once  again  this  month,  on  the  26th  and  two  days  thereafter 
Watson  saw  an  adult  Snowy  Egret  on  the  west  side  and  south  end  of  Motor  Island,  both  in  the  company  of  Black- 
crowned  Night  Herons  and  Great  Egrets.  While  he  witnessed  twig  carrying  and  other  nest  building  activity  on  the 
part  of  the  Great  Egrets  (up  to  Five  birds  were  seen),  there  was  no  evidence  of  incubating  birds  in  June. 

On  June  20th,  the  Society  was  contacted  by  Mark  Kandel,  a  biologist  at  the  State  Department  of 
Environmental  Conservation,  with  a  request  for  assistance  in  recruiting  volunteers  from  the  ranks  of  area  bird¬ 
watchers  to  monitor  the  progress  of  three  Peregrine  Falcon  chicks  successfully  hatched  from  eggs  laid  by  an  adult 
female  falcon  between  April  24th  and  “early  June”  in  a  scrape  on  a  13th  floor  ledge  of  the  Buffalo  City  Hall.  For 
the  second  time  in  two  months,  the  event  was  celebrated  on  the  front  page  of  the  Buffalo  News  on  June  19th,  this 
occasion  being  the  banding  of  the  three  chicks  on  the  previous  day  following  their  removal  by  state  wildlife 
personnel  from  the  birds’  precarious  natal  ledge  to  a  relatively  safer  platform  site  on  the  13th  floor  of  the  north 
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wing  of  the  City  Hall,  (See  Prothonotary ,  vol.  62;5,  pp.  48-49).  To  accommodate  the  volunteers  the  DEC 
arranged  for  their  access  to  an  unoccupied  office  suite  on  the  17th  floor  of  the  Statler  Office  Building  on  Delaware 
Avenue,  with  a  commanding  view  of  the  platform  site,  125  yards  distant  across  Niagara  Square.  The  task  of 
recruiting  volunteers  was  placed  in  the  capable  hands  of  Bill  Burch  (Birder’s  Hotline)  and  Dave  Suggs  (Dial-a- 
Bird). 

Other  records  of  Interest  include  an  adult  male  Ring-necked  Duck,  a  passage  migrant  in  our  study  area, 
apparently  summering  at  the  Cayuga  Pool  on  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  In  the  Town  of  Alabama  in 
Genesee  County  where  Bill  Watson  saw  it  on  June  15th  and  again  on  the  30th.  The  bird  favored  its  left  wing, 
carrying  It  high  over  its  back  and  Watson  speculates  that  it  may  be  injured.  Elizabeth  Brooks,  in  her  annual  report 
on  breading  passerines  in  Allegany  County  in  June,  reports  a  total  of  nine  singing  male  Golden-crowned  Kinglets 
in  various  spruce  plantations  in  that  county  this  month  and  1 1  Prairie  Warblers,  seen  or  heard  at  various  locations 
and  including  a  nest  with  four  eggs  in  the  branches  of  a  Douglas  Fir  in  a  plantation  on  the  Jones  Road  in  the  Town 
of  Almond  on  June  11th.  Brooks  had  two  encounters  with  Red  Crossbills  in  June.  She 

heard  the  characteristic  rhythmic  “kip,  kip  kip  kip”  flight  call  of  this  erratic,  rare  summer  resident  In  the  course  of 
the  Fish  &  Wildlife  Breeding  Bird  Census  in  the  Town  of  West  Almond  on  June  21st.  On  the  30th,  she  heard  a 
similar  flight  call  of  a  Red  Crossbill  as  It  flew  overhead  at  the  junction  of  the  Brown  and  Vandermark  Roads  in  the 
Town  of  Ward,  Once  again  this  year,  Bruce  Chilton’s  summer  field  work  in  the  Bush  Hill  State  Forest  near  the 
Stebbins  Road  In  the  Town  of  Farmersville  in  Cattaraugus  County  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  two  singing  male 
Pine  Warblers  in  Red  Pine  plantations  along  that  road,  one  bird  in  full  song  on  June  17th  and  21st  and  the  same 
bird  and  a  second  male  Pine  Warbler  on  the  28th. 

Finally,  the  Pine  Siskin  is  a  fairly  common  winter  visitor  in  the  elevated  areas  of  the  Allegany  Plateau  and, 
although  there  are  a  few  records  of  adult  birds  in  summer  in  the  Southern  Tier  counties  in  our  study  area,  there  are 
few  confirmed  reports  of  fledged  young.  Correspondence  from  Vivian  Pitzrick  recounts  the  presence  of  Five 
summering  Pine  Siskins  at  her  Amity  Lake  residence  in  the  Town  of  Amity  in  Allegany  County.  Between  June 
3rd  and  24th,  two  adult  siskins  were  present  at  her  feeder  where  they  were  joined  by  a  third  bird,  also  an  adult,  on 
the  25th.  Pitzrick  writes:  ’’When  five  came  on  28  June,  high  hopes  of  breeding  were  crushed  when  not  one 

looked  faintly  like  a  young  bird...". 

Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-throated  Loon 

1L 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

D’Anna 

Common  Loon 

1 

6 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna 

*Amer.  White  Pelican 

1,2 

1 

Strawberry  Island 

Watson 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

1,21 

214,297 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

15,21 

10,26 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  Hess 

44 

25 

127 

Buffalo  harbor 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

1-30 

2-5 

Motor  Island,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Snowv  Egret 

26-28 

1 

Motor  Island,  Niag.  R 

Watson 

Bl-.cr.  Night-Heron 

1,15 

12,11 

Motor  Island,  Niag.  R 

Watson 

44 

21 

18 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Mute  Swan 

1,15,30 

1,1,1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

1 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Green- winged  Teal 

1 

1 

Carlton  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

15 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

Mallard 

1 

300 

Carlton  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Northern  Pintail 

1 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

44 

1 

1 

Carlton  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Northern  Shoveler 

1,29 

1,2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson,  Roberson 

Gadwall 

1,15 

6,3 

Iroquois  N.W.R.  &  vie. 

Watson 

44 

8 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Morgan  te 

American  Wigeon 

21,26 

2,3 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Redhead 

1,15 

8,12 

Iroquois  N.W.R.  &  vie. 

Watson 

44 

8,21 

4,3 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Morgante,  Hess 

Ring-necked  Duck 

15,30 

1,1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Greater  Scaup 

1L 

2 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Common  Merganser 

1,21 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

44 

23 

2 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 

Watson 

Red-br.  Merganser 

1,21 

14,3 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

44 

23 

2 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

1,15,27 

1,6,1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Osprey 

15 

1 

Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Benham 

44 

22 

1 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Morgante 

44 

27 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Bald  Eagle 

5 

1  imm. 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrie 

44 

6 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Roberson 

44 

15,30 

1  imm,  2  imm 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Black-bellied  Plover 

1L 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

D’Anna 

Upland  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

Hartland  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

14,16 

2,1 

Wilson  Twp. 

Roberson,  Landon 

44 

30 

3 

Clarence  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

30 

2 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Davis,  Scalicky 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

1L 

36 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

1 

17 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

44 

26 

6 

Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Watson 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

1 

15 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

12 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

1L 

1 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

1 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

1 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

1,8 

1PDBA 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Y oerg,  Morgante 

44 

9 

1PDBA 

Rock  City  S.F. 

Morgante  et  al 

Cliff  Swallow 

9 

30 

Dayton  Twp. 

Davis,Rising,Scalicky 

44 

11 

16  nests 

Andover  T  wp. 

Brooks 

44 

22 

5 

Allegany  S.P. 

Morgante 

Common  Raven 

1,15 

2,3 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

1-30 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

44 

10 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

21,23 

3,2 

West  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

1,30 

1,2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

44 

1-30 

2 

Niagara  Falls(f) 

Roberson 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

1,8,16,30 

6,2,4,5PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

11 

1PDBA 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

23,26 

2,1  PDBA 

Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 
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Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

27-30 

3(nestlings) 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

1L 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Roberson 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

1L 

1 

Y  ates  T  wp. 

D’Anna 

44 

1L 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

D’Anna 

44 

1L 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Northern  Mockingbird 

11 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

White-eyed  Vireo 

1 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Yoerg 

Gold-wing.  Warbler 

1,8,30 

1,2,1 

Tona.  Indian  Res. 

Watson,  Morgante,  Yoerg 

44 

8 

1 

Newfane  Twp. 

Potter.  D’Anna 

44. 

29 

1 

Tona.  Indian  Res. 

Roberson 

“Brewster’s  Warbler” 

15 

1 

Shelby  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

30 

1 

Barre  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

“Lawrence’s  Warbler” 

1,30 

1,1 

Tona.  Indian  Res. 

Y oerg,  Henderson_ 

44 

30 

1 

Tona.  Indian  Res. 

Watson 

Tennessee  Warbler 

3L 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

Nashville  Warbler 

2,10 

1,2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

6 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

9 

2 

Machias  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

Magnolia  Warbler 

1 

1 

Tona.  Indian  Res. 

Watson 

Pine  Warbler  17,21,28 

1,1,2 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

Prairie  Warbler 

3,15,27 

1,2,2PDBA 

Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

“  6,13,21,26 

2,1,1,1PDBA 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

44 

6,15 

5PDBA 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

8,9 

1,1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

9 

3 

Machias  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

44 

21 

1 

West  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

1L 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

4 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

44 

5L 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton,  Watson 

Vesper  Sparrow 

3,11,19 

3,2,1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

8 

1 

Newfane  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

30 

2 

Barre  Twp. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Clarence  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

6 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

9 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

16 

4 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Davis 

Henslow’s  Sparrow 

1,16,21 

1,3,2 

Clarence  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Davis,  Hess 

4 

6 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

9.10,17 

2,1,2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

17 

3 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

Orchard  Oriole 

8 

1 

Newfane  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Red  Crossbill 

21 

1 

Birdsall  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

30 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Pine  Siskin 

3-30 

1-5 

Amity  Lake(f) 

Pitzrick 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids 

previously  recorded 

.  258 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  . 

Total  for  year . 

includes  1  Bam  Swallow  from  Apnl  bird  Count 
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Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  June  1996 

□□Birds  and  birders  quiet  down  quickly  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  after  May.  The  single  Hotline  report  of  the  month 
was  the  request  of  MarkKandel,  of  the  New  York  State  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation,  for  Society 
volunteers  Oto  monitor  the  progress  of  the  Buffalo  City  Hall  Peregrine  Falcon  nest,  the  first  known  in  the  region. 
Dial-a-Bird  highlights  were  accounts  from  the  upper  Niagara  River  at  the  south  end  of  Grand  Island.  Early  in  the 
month,  an  American  White  Pelican  was  seen  near  Motor  and  Strawberry  Islands.  First  reported  by  two  boaters, 
after  the  bird  flew  over  the  bow  of  their  boat  on  May  31,  then  confirmed  by  Bill  Watson  on  June  1  and  2.  The 
other  rarity  reported  in  June  was  also  from  Motor  Island,  a  Snowy  Egret  seen  off  and  on  throughout  the  month.  A 
Cattle  Egret  also  visited  nearby  Beaver  Island  State  Park  at  mid-month.  The  most  unusual  report  was  of  a  probable 
adult  Northern  Goshawk,  seen  by  a  former  hawk  counter  at  Militia  Hill  in  Pennsylvania,  on  the  Richardson 
Towers  and  in  flight  at  the  Buffalo  Psychiatric  Center  on  June  14.  □ 

David  F.  Suggs 


A  B.O.S.  REGION  BIG  DAY  RECORD 

On  Saturday,  May  18th,  Steve  Taylor  and  myself  participated  in  our  fourth  annual  birding  big  day.  Mike 
Turisk  joined  the  team  this  year  and  proved  to  be  a  worthy  asset.  Our  goals  for  the  day  were  to  have  fun,  see  as 
many  species  as  possible,  and  break  our  previous  record  of  142  species.  We  started  off  at  2:40  a.m.  with  an 
Eastern  Screech-Owl  calling  in  Steve's  backyard  in  Alden.  After  a  stop  at  Tillman  W.M.A.  in  Clarence  for  some 
marsh  birds,  we  drove  to  Newstead  to  try  for  Barred  Owl.  We  were  unsuccessful  at  our  usual  location  on 
Koepsel  Road  but  we  heard  Great  Horned  Owl  and  picked  up  Barred  Owl  calling  on  its  own  soon  thereafter  at 
Tonawanda  W.M.A.  After  getting  some  more  marsh  birds  we  were  met  with  the  dawn  chorus  of  singing  birds 
around  5  a.m.  We  listened  for  birds  along  Judge  Road  at  sunrise  and  were  sijpcessful  in  getting  some  difficult 
species:  Golden-winged,  Mourning,  and  Hooded  Warbler;  Wild  Turkey,  Pileated  and  Hairy  Woodpecker. 

At  7  a.m.  we  already  had  80  species  and  we  knew  we  were  in  for  a  really  big  day. 

In  the  next  hour  while  viewing  waterfowl  and  shorebirds  along  the  stops  on  Route  77  we  picked  up  3 
species  we  never  expected.  First  was  a  late  Snow  Goose  in  with  Canada  Geese  at  Ruddy  Marsh.  We  nearly 
passed  over  this  bird  in  our  rush  as  a  domestic  goose  but  it  flew  toward  us  and  it  became  obvious  that  this  was 
indeed  a  Snow  Goose  and  we  once  again  were  reminded  to  examine  every  bird  carefully  and  expect  anything. 
Further  east  on  Route  77  at  a  Tonawanda  W.M.A.  overlook  I  found  a  beautiful  male  Eurasian  Wigeon  in  with 
American  Wigeon  and  various  other  species.  After  doing  well  at  Cayuga  Pool  we  saw  a  Mute  Swan  fly  over  us. 
We  were  really  pumped  now  because  not  only  did  we  see  most  of  the  “regular”  waterfowl  species  but  we  added  3 
rare  birds  to  our  growing  list.  We  hit  the  100  species  mark  just  before  8  a.  m.  It  was  off  to  the  Lake  Ontario  Plain 
where  we  were  unsuccessful  at  3  staked-out  spots  for  Upland  Sandpiper  but  that  was  okay  because  it  was  readily 
apparent  that  there  were  warblers  everywhere!  At  each  point  we  stopped  there  were  numerous  warblers  flitting 
around  in  the  trees,  just  what  is  needed  for  a  high  big  day  count.  At  Barker  Bicentennial  Park  in  Somerset  we 
picked  up  several  species  on  the  lake  including  Oldsquaw  and  Great  Black-backed  Gull  plus  a  female  Orchard 
Oriole  near  the  park.  Golden  Hill  State  Park  was  the  best  I  had  ever  seen  it  for  spring  migration.  We  spent  an 
hour  watching  a  large  swarm  of  warblers  including  Pine,  Wilson’s,  and  a  Yellow- breasted  Chat.  The  winds  were 
picking  up  and  kettles  of  Broad-winged  Hawks  and  Turkey  Vultures  were  forming.  A  large  flock  of  American 
Pipits  flying  overhead  became  species  number  143  and  our  previous  record  was  broken  before  1 1  a.m.  I  thought  I 
heard  a  Tufted  Titmouse  and  then  Mike  and  I  saw  a  “titmouse-sized”  bird  fly  off  but  we  weren't  absolutely  certain 
so  it  didn't  count.  Mike  spotted  an  Osprey  and  a  rather  late  Rough-legged  Hawk  along  Lake  Shore  Road. 

We  then  traveled  to  the  Batavia  Sewage  Lagoons  and  added  8  species  including  Surf  Scoter,  and  Greater 
and  Lesser  Scaup,  during  the  usually  slow  afternoon  period.  It  was  then  back  to  Iroquois  to  get  Prothonotary 
Warbler  on  the  Swallow  Hollow  Trail  and  Bald  Eagle  at  Headquarters.  A  stop  at  Williamsville  Glen  did  not 
provide  a  Tufted  Titmouse  that  I  had  staked  out  (the  species  was  avoiding  us!)  and  although  there  were  many 
warblers,  we  had  the  luxury  of  having  seen  29  warbler  species  already  and  nothing  new  was  added.  That  is  one 
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unusual  aspect  of  a  big  day,  we  found  our  third  Mourning  Warbler  of  the  day  but  a  Tufted  Titmouse  was  more 
valuable  to  us.  After  seeing  3  (!)  Peregrine  Falcons  in  Niagara  Square,  we  added  a  few  more  species  along  the 
Buffalo  Waterfront  and  at  Tifft  including  Tri-colored  Fleron.  Motor  Island  provided  Great  Egret,  Black-crowned 
Night  Heron,  and  our  last  species  of  the  day,  Bonaparte’s  Gull.  After  an  unsuccessful  try  for  Henslow’s  and 
GrasshopperSparrows  in  Clarence  we  ended  our  day  at  9:30  p.m.  with  a  whopping  total  of  169  species.  We  had 
just  finished  a  big  day  beyond  our  wildest  expectations.  This  total  is  the  highest  count  in  the  B.O.S.  region  that  I 
am  aware  of.  I  was  told  of  a  big  day  with  166  species  and  that  trip  included  stops  in  the  Rochester  area,  outside  of 
the  B.O.  S.  region.  Please  notify  me  if  you  have  seen  or  know  of  some  group  that  has  had  a  higher  big  day  total 
in  the. region. 

Mike  Morgante 

TIFFT  NATURE  PRESERVE  -  MAY  5,  1996 

A  group  of  dedicated  BOS  birders  assembled  in  the  Tifft  parking  lot  at  7  a.m.  on  a  cold  morning  filled 
with  dense  fog.  More  than  one  person  drove  past  the  exit  to  Fuhrmann  Boulevard  because  they  simply  couldn’t 
see  it.  With  the  fog  and  a  night  of  moderate  northerly  winds  I  tried  not  to  raise  the  expectations  of  the  group.  The 
fog  lifted  by  8  a.m.  but  there  was  a  scarcity  of  birds  that  was  unusual  for  the  first  weekend  in  May.  This  was 
evident  in  the  number  (or  lack  thereof)  of  warbler  species  we  encountered:  1  Common  Yellowthroat,  1-2  Northern 
Waterthrush,  and  I  Yellow  Warbler.  There  was  a  Northern  Waterthrush  singing  repeatedly  in  the  tangles  between 
Warbler  Walk  and  Old  Tifft  but  it  just  wouldn’t  come  out  for  the  group  to  view.  I  remarked  that  it  wasn’t  unusual 
because  Northern  Waterthrushes  are  more  often  heard  than  seen.  But,  the  ever  philosophical  Bill  Watson 
responded  that  the  statement  is  true  only  if  one  knows  the  song.  We  did  have  6  Brown  Thrarshers,  3  House 
Wren,  3  Marsh  Wren,  1-2  Virginia  Rail  (calling),  and  I  Hermit  Thrush,  Most  of  the  group  of  20  departed  early. 
The  four  birders  who  carried  on  to  Times  Reach  and  Motor  Island  had  some  good  sightings  that  made  up  for  a 
less  than  remarkable  morning.  After  watching  a  couple  of  fox  pups  at  Times  Beach,  the  small  group  stopped  on 
the  stone  breakwall  to  observe  numerous  ducks  and  gulls.  Cathy  Mueller  found  an  adult  Peregrine  Falcon  taking 
a  bath  at  the  base  of  the  breakwall!  This  was  a  spectacular  sight  and  there  were  three  American  Coots  puttering 
around  just  a  few  feet  away  from  the  bathing  falcon.  After  watching  this  spectacle  in  our  scopes  we  witnessed  the 
falcon  take  flight  and  head  toward  downtown  Buffalo.  At  Motor  Island  we  tallied  9  Great  Egrets  and  an  immature 
Bald  Eagle  circled  overhead  (just  after  I  left  to  go  home). 


Leader,  Mike  Morgante 


^  ^ 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Member  Winston  W.  Brockner  writes  to  inform  us  that  former  B.O.S.  member  Katherin  J.  “Kay” 
McCann  pasted  away  June  19,  1996  in  California.  While  she  lived  in  Buffalo,  she  and  her  husband  Ray  were 
active  in  the  B.O.S. 

REMEMBERING  ROGER  TORY  PETERSON 


The  man  many  regard  as  the  true  successor  to  John  James  Audubon  has  left  us.  I  think  that  there  may  never 
be  another  birder  like  Roger  Tory  Peterson,  birder,  painter,  writer,  photographer,  conservationist,  lecturer,  and 
friend  of  all  birders. 

In  this  day  and  age  the  impact  of  his  death  is  surprising.  Very  few  daily  newspapers  failed  to  report  his 
demise.  What  a  spot  this  remarkable  man  occupied  in  our  lives. 

In  retrospect  early  members  of  the  BOS  like  Harold  Mitchell,  Clark  Beardslee,  Jack  Schmahl  and  Tom 
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Bourne  early  met  and  contributed  to  Roger’s  progress  with  strong  encouragement  and  warm  support.  Most  of 
these  gentlemen  were  schooled  as  engineers,  but  were  sales  oriented.  Thus  they  would  visit  Jamestown  monthly 
and  it  wasn't  long  before  they  heard  of  and  went  birding  with  Roger  Tory  Peterson.  The  link  in  those  days  was  a 
Jamestown  birder  by  the  name  of  Clarence  Beal.  It  was  Beal  as  much  as  anybody  else  that  lured  Peterson  from 
bugs  and  butterflies  to  birds. 

Thus  members  of  the  BOS  were  early  exposed  to  Peterson  and  he  in  turn  heard  of  the  BOS.  In  those  days 
many  members  knew  of  practically  every  birder  from  Erie,  Pa.  to  central  New  York.  Shortly  I  would  meet  young 
Peterson  myself. 

One  day  in  the  early  ‘30s,  from  Gowanda,  Dr.  Anne  Perkins  an  official  at  the  state  hospital  and  a  good 
birder  and  botanist,  phoned  Harold  Mitchell  and  reported  that  she  had  a  Cardinal  coming  to  her  feeders.  Harold 
invited  me  along  to  see  this  bird.  We  drove  into  her  yard  and  there  was  the  red  bird  at  her  feeders;  my  first!  Both 
of  us  were  delighted.  The  next  moment  a  freckle-faced  young  man  came  charging  into  her  yard.  Harold 
introduced  me  to  Roger  Tory  Peterson,  a  birder  and  bird  artist  from  Jamestown.  I  was  very  happy  to  meet  him. 
As  time  went  by,  I  found  Roger  to  be  a  very  competent  birder.  A  few  years  later  he  left  home  for  New  York  City 
and  fame. 

While  in  Jamestown  Roger  would  hitch-hike  up  to  Buffalo  and  visit  the  Museum  to  study  the  birds  especially  the 
skins  upstairs.  First,  Lew  Kalter  worked  there  and  would  show  Roger  specimens.  Later  on  Dr.  John  Aldrich 
was  hired  and  he  would  spend  hours  with  Peterson  explaining  to  him  fine  details  in  the  specimens. 

Edmund  J.  Sawyer  painted  the  backgrounds  for  the  bird  room  exhibits  in  the  Hall  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  I 
don't  recall  if  Peterson  had  met  him  but  both  of  us  would  spend  hours  in  that  alcove.  Roger  was  deeply 
impressed  with  the  art  of  the  backgrounds. 

Whenever  possible  he  was  out  in  the  field  chasing  birds.  I  will  remember  the  selling  job  he  had  on  a 
Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  he  found  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  where  the  power  plant  is  now  located.  That  was  all 
swamp  and  Mitchell,  Beardslee  and  Jim  Savage  combed  the  area  for  this  rare  bird  with  no  luck.  However,  Roger 
collected  it  on  May  29,  1930,  the  first  specimen  for  the  museum. 

Years  iater  when  attending  AOU  meetings,  I  would  see  Roger  and  one  day  of  each  meeting,  when  the 
papers  were  getting  too  deep,  we  would  sneak  out  and  go  birding.  Thus  at  the  Eaton  Rouge  meeting  in  1952  we 
followed  George  Lowery’s  directions  to  a  Y ellow  Rail.  We  got  it! 

At  the  1962  Salt  Lake  City  meeting,  RTP,  Earle  Greene,  Sylvia  and  I  spent  a  day  at  Brighton.  Here  we  had 
a  wonderful  day  and  Earle  Greene  insisted  that  we  join  the,  “6oo  Club”.  At  that  time  Roger  and  I  were  not  listers. 
This  was  new  to  us  and  we  frankly  admitted  that  we  didn't  know  how  many  birds  we  had  seen  in  North  America. 
Needless  to  say  we  cooperated  and  eventually  were  duly  enrolled  in  the  “6<x>  club”. 

The  common  glue  that  brought  us  together  was  that  we  were  from  western  New  York  and  had  ties  with  the 
BOS.  Also,  we  enjoyed  being  out  in  the  field  together. 

Roger  was  not  a  joiner  in  his  early  days.  I  do  not  recall  if  he  ever  became  a  dues  paying  member  of  the 
BOS,  but  it  made  no  difference.  He  was  one  of  us!  He  was  an  Honorary  Member  for  1931-1956. 

When  he  was  in  New  York  City  he  lived  for  a  while  with  Bemie  Nathan  and  his  family.  To  Roger's  life 
long  credit  he  never  forgot  the  hospitality  of  the  Nathans.  He  was  fierce  in  his  support  of  Bemie.  An  appreciation 
that  impresses  me  to  this  day. 

I  recall  many  other  moments  of  interest  about  this  remarkable  man,  afield  with  James  Fisher  at  the  Regina 
AOU  meeting,  Konrad  Lorenz  walking  across  a  room  to  meet  Roger,  golden  days  at  Hawk  Mountain,  our  mutual 
deep  admiration  for  Ernest  Thompson  Seton,  to  name  just  a  few.  I  could  go  on  for  pages  but  I  must  bring  this  to 
an  end.  Roger  was  an  observing  thinker  and  time  will  his  pronouncements  move  to  the  fore. 

Listen  to  Roger,  “Life  is  getting  more  and  more  complicated  but  it  seems  that,  the  more  artificially  complex 
man’s  affairs  become  the  more  he  yearns  for  the  fundamentals,  the  things  of  the  earth”.  Something  to  think  about. 

Winston  William  Brockner 


91 


Vol.  62  No.  7 


BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-272 1 . 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December. 
Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt 
Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


Sept.  11:  Annual  Members’  Slide  Night.  Bring  your  slides  from  your  summer  birding  adventures  to  share 

with  the  meeting. 

Sept:  25:  Mike  Hamilton  will  share  highlights  of  his  trip  to  the  Antarctic. 

Oct.  9:  Annual  and  Election  of  Officers.  A  brief  program  will  follow. 

Oct.  23:  Rock  Terminey  and  Jeff  Wells  will  present  a  program  on  Neo-tropical  Migrants. 

Nov.  13:  Kayo  Roy  will  present  a  program  on  Gambell’s  and  St.  Lawrence  Islands  in  Alaska. 

Dec.  12:  Our  annual  Holiday  Social.  Bring  a  treat  to  share  and  spend  the  evening  with  your  birding  friends. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Sept.  1:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Meetat7:30  a.m.  in  the  Tifft  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  trip  for 

warblers.  Leader:  (TBA) 

Sept.  6-8:  Friday-Sunday.  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  Annual  Meeting  hosted  by  Hudson- 

Mohawk  Bird  Club  at  the  Holiday  Inn  Turf  on  Wolf  Road,  Albany.  The  theme  will  be  migration. 
For  information  and  registration  contact:  Hudson  Mohawk  Bird  Club,  Inc.,  c/o  Five  Rivers 
Environmental  Education  Center,  Game  Farm  Rd.,  Delmar,  NY  12054. 

Sept.  14-15:  Saturday-  Sunday.  Hawk  Cliff  weekend  for  hawks.  This  is  south  of  St.  Thomas,  Ontario,  where 
County  Road  22  ends  at  the  Lake  Erie  shore.  (The  site  has  not  yet  been  changed).  This  is  160 
miles  from  Buffalo.  Banded  hawks  will  be  displayed  on  Sept.  14  and  21.  For  information 
call  Bill  Burch  (773-3690).  In  case  of  bad  weather  the  trip  will  be  called  off  or  postponed  a  week. 

Sept.  22:  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  around  Lewiston,  NY.  Meetat  8:00  a.m.  at  Tops  market  in  Lewiston. 

Leader: 

Oct.  13:  Sunday.  BOS  October  Bird  Count.  Plan  now  to  participate. 

Oct.  20:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  and  Batavia  Sewage  ponds  (if  access  is  granted).  Meet 

at  8:00  a.m.  at  Tanning  Bed,  0. 1  mile  east  of  Main  &  Transit  on  the  south  side  of  Main.  Leaden 
Mike  Morgante  (685-4975). 
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Oct  26:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  counties.  Meet  at  8:00 

a.m.  in  Wrights  Comers  on  Hwy  78  at  Tops  market  just  north  of  the  Hwy  104  intersection. 
Leader:  Willie  D'Anna  (731-4348). 

Oct.  27:  Sunday.  End  of  DST.  Set  clock  back  1  hour. 

Nov.  24:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS.  For  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  a.m. 

at  Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and 
Bob  Brock  (876-5862). 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Tnp  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086 

CHANGE  OF  A.DDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 


93 


I 


BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Buffalo,  NY  14211 

Address  Correction  Requested 


Non  Profit  Org. 
U.S.  Postage 
PAID 

Buffalo,  NY 
Permit  No.  412 


Albert  R.  Mann  Library 
Acquisitions  Division 
Ithaca  NY  14850 


Vol.  62  No.  8 


;/ 

,> 


PB@im@IKI@7Mlf 


z' 


't 


PUBLISHED  MONTHLY 
THE 


^  <>  ^  '■ 


% 


BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY,  INC.  cfk 

^V> 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 
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THE  MONTH:  July,  1996 

July  was  pleasantly  cool  and  bright  with  67%  of  possible  sunshine  for  the  period  and  an  average  ambient 
temperature  at  Buffalo  of  68.5°(F),  a  departure  of  3.2  degrees  below  the  norm.  A  cold  front  passing  through  the 
region  on  the  let  ended  the  warm,  humid  weather  pattern  of  late  June  and  a  senes  of  high  pressure  systems  with 
westerly  and  northwest  winds  brought  cooler  Canadian  air  dunng  the  month  with  minimal  intervals  of  warmer 
temperatures.  The  high  thermometer  reading  for  July  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport,  was 
85°(F)  on  the  7th;  there  were  twenty  days  of  below  average  temperature  readings  with  a  low  for  the  penod  of 
51°(F)  at  Buffalo  in  the  early  morning  hours  of  July  28th.  Significant  periods  of  precipitation  accompanying  low 
pressure  systems  this  month  totaled  5. 15  inches  of  rains  2.7  inches  above  normal;  2.42  inches  of  this  amount  fell 
on  the  last  three  days  of  the  period  including  a  torrential  downpour  at  Buffalo  during  the  morning  of  July  31st 
totaling  1.54  inches.  A  weak  high  pressure  system  from  the  Ohio  Valley  on  July  11th  spared  much  of  the  northeast 
from  heavy  rainfall  accompanying  the  remnants  of  Hurricane  Bertha  along  the  Atlantic  Coast.  (Meteorological  data 
as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport) 

We  always  like  a  happy  ending!  The  nesting  cycle  of  the  Peregrine  Falcons  on  the  Buffalo  City  Hall  which 
has  occupied  the  attention  of  many  local  birdwatchers  since  April  (see  Prothonotary  vol.  62:7,  pp.  85-86) 
culminated  in  July  with  all  three  chicks  successfully  fledged.  Mark  Kandel  and  Ken  Roblees  the  biologists  at  the 
local  office  of  the  State  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation,  who  supervised  the  monitoring  of  the  histone 
event  from  its  inception,  advised  that  the  first  nestling  was  reported  on  the  wing  on  July  8th  and  its  two  nestmates 
fledged  soon  thereafter.  Earlier  in  the  month,  the  fledglings  abandoned  the  platform  site  provided  for  them  on  June 
18th  and  were  fed  by  the  adults  at  several  different  locations  on  the  13th  floor  roof  of  the  north  wing  of  the  City 
Hall  to  which  they  ambulated.  The  young  birds  proved  to  be  strong  flyers  and  soon  left  City  Hall  aene  for  more 
preferable  perches  on  a  ledge  of  the  17th  floor  of  the  Statler  Office  Building  on  the  northeast  side  of  Niagara 
Square  and  the  railing  of  a  patio  deck  on  the  lower  roof  of  the  north  side  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club  on  the 
square. 

This  prompted  the  migration  of  Bill  Burch  and  a  few  other  volunteers  across  Niagara  Square  to  the 
observation  deck  on  the  23rd  floor  of  the  City  Hall  with  a  commanding  view  of  the  interaction  of  the  adult  birds 
and  the  fledglings  at  the  new  perches,  Mark  Kandel  wishes  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  response  of  the 
society's  members  to  the  DEC  request  for  volunteers  and  the  valuable  data  their  observations  have  provided.  He 
is  using  this  venue  to  request  that  those  volunteers  who  have  observation  sheets  obtained  at  the  monitoring  site 
that  they  have  not  completed,  to  do  so  and  return  to  him  at  the  N.Y.S.  Department  of  Environmental 
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Conservation,  Fish  &  Wildlife  Division,  270  Michigan  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14203.  A  final  note:  Kandel 
wishes  to  acknowledge  publicly  the  cooperation  he  received  from  Mr.  Charles  Michaux,  the  City  Clerk  of  Buffalo 
after  an  employee  of  that  department,  Kevin  Kelly  discovered  the  falcons  establishing  their  nesting  site  in  April. 
Mr.  Michaux  generously  granted  the  DEC  permission  to  disrupt  to  a  degree  the  routine  of  the  City  Clerk's  Office 
to  offer  a  protected  environment  for  the  birds.  In  a  related  item  of  interest,  a  band  on  the  leg  of  the  adult  female 
Peregrine  bore  a  serial  number  indicating  that  it  was  one  of  37  peregrines  hacked  by  the  Canadian  Wildlife 
Services  at  Wainwnght,  Alberta,  and  released  at  Killamey  Provincial  Park  on  the  northeast  shore  of  Georgian  Bay 
in  Northern  Ontario  some  400  miles  north  of  Buffalo  on  August  1st,  1993. 

Bill  Watson's  observations  of  waterbirds  In  our  study  area  this  summer  are  indeed  noteworthy,  In  July, 
he  confirmed  successful  nesting  of  Great  Egrets  in  our  study  area,  at  the  Motor  Island  heronry  in  the  east  branch 
of  the  Niagara  River.  He  confirmed  sightings  of  15  egrets  at  the  heronry;  six  were  young  birds,  three  in  each  of 
two  nests  and  not  Hedged,  Of  the  six,  three  in  one  nest  were  noticeably  larger  than  the  occupants  of  the  second 
who  apparently  were  a  later  brood.  Watson  subsequently  saw  the  larger  egrets  being  fed  by  adults  at  other 
locations  in  the  heronry.  As  it  is  most  unusual  for  adults  to  remove  pre-fledged  young  from  their  original  nests  he 
wonders  if  they  may  have  been  yet  more  nestlings  of  different  broods.  As  his  studies  of  this  heronry  are  made 
through  a  telescope  at  a  quarter  mile  distance  and  the  summer  foliage  of  its  trees  effectively  mask  activity  in  the 
interior  of  the  colony,  the  question  remains  moot.  Watson's  field  trips  to  the  City  of  Batavia  Sewage  Lagoons  in 
July  were  much  more  definite  in  results.  In  Willie  D'Anna’s  apt  description,  these  lagoons  “are  a  magnet  for 
unusual  summering  waterfowl.”  On  July  8th,  on  one  pond  in  this  waste  treatment  facility,  Watson  saw  a  female 
Tufted  Duck,  hitherto  regarded  as  a  rare  European  vagrant  and  only  the  second  record  for  our  study  area,  a 
BufHehead,  a  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  but  rare  in  summer  and  two  Lesser  Scaup  Ducks,  also 
common  in  spring  and  fall  migration  and  uncommon  in  winter  but  extremely  uncommon  in  July.  He 
distinguished  the  Tufted  Duck  from  the  scaups  with  which  it  associated  by  its  tufted  notch  on  a  blackish-brown 
head,  brownish-black  mantle  and  “barred  dark  brown  Hanks.”  Like  the  Barnacle  Goose,  discussed  in  the  June 
issue  of  this  the  Tufted  Duck  is  “a  bird  of  uncertain  provenance”  in  North  America  but  becoming  a  virtually  annual 
winter  visitor  in  some  numbers  along  the  Atlantic  Coast  of  northeastern  North  America  and  not  uncommon  on 
Lake  Ontario.  Therefore,  when  Willie  D'Anna  and  his  party  saw  this  duck  at  the  Sewage  Lagoons  on  July  4th,  it 
is  not  surprising  that  close  scrutiny  revealed  no  evidence  of  behavior  or  physical  appearance  which  would  indicate 
it  was  an  aviary  escapee.  The  Buffiehead  was  the  first  summer  record  for  western  New  York,  but  there  are 
several  confirmed  records  of  its  occurrence  in  our  study  area  along  the  North  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  summer. 

Finally,  Vivian  Pitznck  reports  a  singing  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  which  she  saw  in  an  ash  sapling  in  a 
brushy  field  a  mile  north  of  her  residence  at  Amity  Lake  in  the  Town  of  Amity  in  Allegany  County  on  July  22nd. 
Her  attention  was  attracted  to  the  diagnostic  “Quick-Three  Beers”  song  of  this  species  before  seeing  the  bird  after 
it  Hew  to  another  ash  sapling.  This  flycatcher  is  an  uncommon  spring  and  fall  migrant  and  very  rare  summer 
visitor  in  our  study  area. 

Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 
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Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

4 

85 

Mohawk  Island 

Watson 

44 

4 

92  ad.  14  y. 

Reef  Lighthouse,Bflo. 

Watson 

Great  Blue  Heron 

2  21 

28,  19  all  imm. 

Motor  Island,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

44 

29 

30 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

1-31 

10  max. 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson,  Galas 

44 

14,29 

1,2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

D’Anna,  Watson 

44 

28 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

44 

29 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Green  Heron 

28 

10 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

9,21 

52,44 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

44 

22 

12 

Queenston,  Ont. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Mute  Swan 

2 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Green- winged  Teal 

8 

8 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

Northern  Pintail 

29 

6 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

9,16 

24,42 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Redhead 

8 

3 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

2,8 

1,1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

29 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Tufted  Duck  8  (origin?) 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

44 

14 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

D’Anna  etal 

Lesser  Scaup 

8,14,29 

1,2,2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson,  D’Anna 

Bufflehead 

8.29 

1,1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Hooded  Merganser 

29 

6 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Common  Merganser 

2 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Hess 

44 

20 

14 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Morgante,  D’Anna 

Red-br.  Merganser 

4 

9 

** 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

W  atson 

44 

8 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

44 

20 

3 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Morgante,  D’Anna 

Ruddy  Duck 

8,29 

3,4 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Osprey 

1,6 

l,2@nest 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Hess 

44 

2 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

2 

lad. 

Allegany  S.P. 

Hess 

Semipalmated  Plover 

29 

1 

Alabama  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

30 

13 

Rock  Point  P.P 

O.  Rosche  (EABC) 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

2  OF 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Morgante 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

4F,  10 

2,26 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson 

44 

8 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

44 

20 

12 

Grabell  Pt.  Ont. 

Morgante,  D’Anna 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

14F 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

20 

1 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Morgante 

44 

29 

3 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Willet 

3  OF 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

O.  Rosche  (EABC) 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

29 

19 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Upland  Sandpiper 

7 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

Ruddy  T  umstone 

20F 

6 

Grabell  Point,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Morgante 

44 

30 

10 

Rock  Point  P.P 

O.  Rosche  (EABC) 

*Sanderling 

20F 

5 

Grabell  Point,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Morgante 

44 

30 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P 

O.  Rosche  (EABC) 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

9F,  10 

14,48 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson 

44 

14 

5 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

D’Anna  etal 

Least  Sandpiper 

4F,  10 

5,28 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Least  Sandpiper 

114 

6 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

D’Annaetal 

Little  Gull 

20 

1  imm. 

WainfleetTwp.,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Morgante 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

9 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 

30 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

O.  Rosche  (EABC) 

Caspian  Tern 

4,20 

1,5 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson,  Morgante 

Black  Tern 

2,9,29 

1,1,1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  Hess 

Olive-s.  Flvcatcher 

oo 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

Common  Raven 

1-31 

1-2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

3 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Hess 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

2 

3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Carolina  Wren 

10,30 

1,1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson,  O.  Rosche 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

13 

1  PDBA 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Blue- winged  Warbler 

17 

6-10 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Yoerg 

Golden-wing.  Warbler 

17 

5 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Yoerg 

Nashville  Warbler 

7 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Praine  Warbler 

5,11,18 

1,1,1  PDBA 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

44 

7 

4  PDBA 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

9,26 

2,1  PDBA 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Cerulean  Warbler 

17 

4 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Yoerg 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

1-31 

12 

Wales  Twp.  (0 

O.  Rosche 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

7 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

44 

9,14 

2,1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

28 

2 

Clarence  Twp. 

Morgante 

Henslow’s  Sparrow 

7 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

14 

1  PDBA 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Morgante 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

17 

1 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Yoerg 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . . .  259 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  1 

Total  for  year . 260 


Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  July  1996 

There  were  no  Hotline  calls  in  the  month  of  July,  but  Dial-a-Bird  featured  some  significant  reports  during 
the  summer  breeding  season.  The  most  exciting  account  was  the  3  Peregrine  Falcons  hatched  and  fledged  from 
Buffalo  City  Hall.  On  the  Internet,  it  was  reported  that  Detroit,  Michigan,  along  with  Toronto  and  London, 
Ontario,  also  had  successful  Peregrine  nests  this  summer  in  city  locations.  Great  Egrets  returned  to  Motor  Island 
and  produced  young,  in  spite  of  last  year's  vandalism  at  the  rookery.  D. -crest.  Cormorant  nestlings  were  reported 
for  the  second  year  on  the  Reef  Lighthouse  near  the  Peace  Bridge.  In  early  July,  a  late  nest  of  Bl.-gr. 
Gnatcatchers  was  found  along  the  Swallow  Hollow  Trail  at  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  and  a  colony  of 
Prairie  Warblers  were  reported  in  Cattaraugus  County  on  Bird  Road  in  Machias  Township. 

David  F.  Suggs 
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A  Memorable  Pelagic  Trip 

Some  20  to  30  miles  southeast  of  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  the  Gulf  Stream  flows  northeasterly  past  the 
OuterBanks,  producing  an  abundance  of  marine  life  in  upwellings  as  it  contacts  the  Labrador  Current.  In  the  early 
morning  of  June  22,1996,  eight  of  us  left  the  dock  on  the  55  foot  Hatteras  Fever  II,  Capable  of  exceeding  30 
knot  speeds  with  its  1200-plus  horsepower  Detroit  diesel  engine,  this  craft  enabled  us  to  reach  the  sapphire  waters 
of  the  Gulf  Stream  relatively  quickly  and  also  to  cover  easily  large  areas  of  ocean  and  follow  fast-moving  seabirds 
and  other  marine  life. 

Mats  of  Sargassum  were  scattered  about  the  surface  as  flying  fish  skittered  and  planed  away  from  our  bow 
wave,  and  Portuguese  Man-of-Wars  drifted  by.  Atlantic  Bottlenose  Dolphins  sported  about  (we  tallied  over  50), 
winds  were  light,  and  the  seas  ranged  from  small  waves  to  a  relatively  placid  surface.  With  headphones  and 
speakers  for  fast  communication,  each  of  us  was  ready  for  anything  that  might  appear. 

We  were  soon  rewarded  as  Greater  and  then  Cory’s  Shearwaters  came  close  by  and  groups  of  Wilson's  Storm- 
Petrel’s  foraged  over  the  sea.  Then  excitement  grew  as  we  obtained  good  views  of  Audubon's  Shearwaters, 
Black-capped  Petrels  and  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels.  A  distant  Bridled  Tern  drew  our  attention.  One  highlight  of 
the  top  came  as  we  sighted  a  large  bird  flying  low'  toward  the  boat.  It  proved  to  be  a  South  Polar  Skua  which 
thrilled  us  as  it  flew  near,  harassed  a  flock  of  storm-petrels  and  then  alighted  on  the  smooth  sea  surface.  Groups 
of  shearwaters  and  storm-petrels  gave  us  more  good  opportunities  to  study  them  as  they  swam  on  the  ocean  while 
we  stopped  or  cruised  along  at  slow  speed. 

Also  exciting  and  stimulating  was  the  and  fish  life  that  we  encountered  in  these  rich  marine  waters.  Several 
Risso’s  Dolphins  (Grampus)  moved  past,  and  an  interesting  sighting  was  a  Cuvier's  Beaked  Whale  (Goosebeak), 
showing  well  the  whitish  coloration  on  its  head  and  back.  We  were  trolling  as  we  birded  and  there  was  a 
fascinating  period  as  a  giant  Hammerhead  shark  came  in  close  to  the  boat.  It  ignored  the  bait  fish  and  also  some 
scraps  that  the  crewman  tossed  out.  Possibly  it  was  more  interested  in  something  alive,  perhaps  us!  We  admired 
the  beautiful  colors  of  a  large  Ocean  Sunfish  as  it  floated  near  the  surface  close  to  the  boat.  The  crew’s  trolling 
was  rewarded  as  suddenly  one  of  the  bait  lines  was  taken  and  the  fight  began.  It  took  some  time  and  great  effort 
to  get  this  Blue  Marlin  near  enough  before  we  released  it  to  estimate  its  weight  as  at  least  250  pounds. 

It  was  with  a  satisfying  feeling  that  we  headed  back  to  Hatteras  in  the  late  afternoon.  We  had  observed 
over  1300  seabirds  of  eight  species  with  counts  and  estimates  of  100  Cory's  Shearwaters,  J A  Greater 
Shearwaters,  240  Audubon's  Shearwaters,  202  Black-capped  Petrels,  18  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels,  770 
Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels,  1  South  Polar  Skua  and  1  Bndled  Tern.  These  pelagic  trips  from  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia,  led  by  the  capable  Brian  Patteson,  are  a  great  experience,  especially  for  birders  who  never  or  seldom 
have  gone  offshore.  They  have  yielded  not  only  a  good  variety  of  the  more  common  seabirds  but  also  some  of  the 
more  rare  and  unexpected  species  such  as  Bermuda  Petrel,  Cape  Verde  Islands  Petrel,  Herald  (Tnnidade)  Petrel, 
Bulwer's  Petrel,  White-faced  Storm  Petrel,  White-tailed  and  Red-billed  Tropicbirds  and  Masked  Booby. (See 
American  Birding  Association’s  Winging  It,  Vol.  6  (1),  January  1994:  Birdim  Pelagic  Frontiers:  North 
Carolina,  Virginia,  Maryland  by  J.  Brian  Patteson  and  Edward  S.  Brinkley).  We  were  also  fortunate  to  have  gone 
to  sea  in  the  interval  between  Tropical  Storm  Arthur  and  Hurricane  Bertha,  both  of  which  affected  the  Outer 
Banks.  One  remembers  a  fine  experience  like  this  for  a  lifetime. 


Robert  F.  Andrle 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Please  Note:  Mike  Hamilton’s  new  address  is  51  Park  Street 
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BOS  MEETINGS 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-272 1 . 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December. 
Meetings  begin  at  7: 30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo, 
New  York. 


Sept:  25: 

Mike  Hamilton  will  share  highlights  of  his  trip  to  the  Antarctic. 

Oct.  9: 

Annual  and  Election  of  Officers.  A  bnef  program  will  follow. 

Oct.  23: 

Rock  Terminey  and  Jeff  Wells  will  present  a  program  on  Neo-tropical  Migrants. 

Nov.  13: 

Kayo  Roy  will  present  a  program  on  GambeU’s  and  St.  Lawrence  Islands  in  Alaska. 

Dec.  12: 

Our  annual  Holiday  Social.  Bring  a  treat  to  share  and  spend  the  evening  with  your  birding  friends. 

FIELD  TRIPS 

Sept.  22: 

Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  around  Lewiston,  NY.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Tops  market  in  Lewiston. 
Leader 

Oct.  13: 

Sunday.  BOS  October  Bird  Count. 

Oct.  20: 

Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  and  Batavia  Sewage  ponds  (if  access  is  granted).  Meet 
at  8:00  a.m.  at  Tanning  Bed,  0. 1  mile  east  of  Main  &  Transit  on  the  south  side  of  Main.  Leader: 
Mike  Morgante  (685-4975). 

Oct.  26: 

Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  counties.  Meet  at  8:00 
a.m.  in  Wrights  Comers  on  Hwy  78  at  Tops  market  just  north  of  the  Hwy  104  intersection. 
Leader:  Willie  D'Anna  (73 1-4348). 

Oct.  27: 

Sunday.  End  of  DST.  Set  clock  back  1  hour. 

Nov.  24: 

Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS.  For  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  a.m. 
at  Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and 
Bob  Brock  (876-5862). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Tnp  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 
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To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  51  Park  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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THE  MONTH:  August,  1996 


August  was  sunny  and  warm.  Following  a  rainy  first  day,  a  large  high  pressure  system  across  the  lower 
Great  Lakes  remained  stationary  over  the  Niagara  Frontier,  during  which  we  enjoyed  sunny,  hot  weather  for  six 
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wave  ended  on  the  8th  when  a  senes  of  heavy  thunderstorms  accompanied  by  high  winds  passed  through  the 
region  with  violent  downbursts  In  the  Town  of  Porter  in  Niagara  County  causing  property  damage  from  uprooted 
trees  and  In  the  Town  of  Panama  in  Chautauqua  County  where  a  house  and  a  bam  were  destroyed  and  power 
failures  were  caused  by  falling  tree  limbs.  It  was  the  only  serious  weather  disturbance  in  August;  sunny  and  cool 
weather  interspersed  with  mild  and  generally  ram  free  days  characterized  meteorological  conditions  until  month's 
end.  The  average  temperature  for  the  period,  69°(F),  was  exactly  normal.  Rain  fell  on  four  days  during  August  at 
Buffalo  with  the  only  heavy  downpour,  1.10  inches,  on  August  8th.  Total  precipitation  for  the  month  at  Buffalo 
measured  2.14  inches,  2.03  inches  below  the  norm.  (Meteorological  conditions  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo 
International  Airport.) 

August  was  not  remarkable  for  record  numbers  of  migrants  but  a  number  of  observations  merit  comment. 
While  scanning  gulls  and  other  waterbirds  in  the  Niagara  River  at  the  Niagara  Reservation  State  Park  during  the 
early  evening  hours  of  August  23rd,  Willie  D'Anna  and  Pat  O'Donnell  discovered  a  “second  summer”  Lesser 
Black— backed  Gull  among  the  Great  Black-backed  and  Herring  Gulls  with  which  it  associated  on  a  large  Hat  rock 
in  the  upper  rapids  of  the  river  at  Goat  Island.  The  bird  was  easily  identified  by  its  size  relative  to  its  congeners 
and  signature  dark  gray  mantle  and  yellow  legs.  It  is  the  second  summer  record  for  this  species  in  our  study  area. 
Earlier  that  date,  D'Anna  found  the  immature  Little  Gull  at  the  same  location  on  Grabell  Point  east  of  Long  Beach 
in  Wainfleet  Township,  Ontario  where  it  was  first  reported  by  him  and  Mike  Morgante  in  July  in  the  company  of  a 
number  of  Bonaparte’s  and  Ring-billed  Gulls.  Earlier  in  the  month  on  August  10th,  following  the  passage  of  a 
strong  cold  front  on  the  previous  day,  D'Anna  set  up  his  state-of-the-art  Swarovski  ST-80  scope  with  a  20x  -  60x 
zoom  lens  at  an  excellent  vantage  point,  the  fishing  pier  on  Lake  Ontario  in  the  Village  of  Wilson  in  Niagara 
County  where  he  was  rewarded  with  the  sighting  of  a  very  early  passage  migrant,  a  White-winged  Scoter  flying 
west  on  that  flyway;  on  the  17th,  again  on  the  pier,  he  observed  a  second  White-winged  Scoter,  this  bird  Hying 
east  along  the  shore.  Bill  Watson  reports  that  the  Bufflehead  and  the  Ring-necked  Duck  he  found  summering  in 
the  company  of  a  number  of  Lesser  Scaups  in  a  pond  at  the  Batavia  Waste  Water  Treatment  Facility  on  Industrial 
Drive  in  the  City  of  Batavia  in  Genesee  County  in  July,  remained  at  that  location  during  August.  This  treatment 
facility,  also  known  as  the  “Sewage  Lagoons”  has  become  another  “Birder’s  Hot  Spot”  for  the  autumn  passage  of 
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shorebirds  in  Western  New  York  as  this  month’s  “Noteworthy  Records”  will  indicate.  Worthy  of  special  mention 
in  these  pages  is  the  Willet,  an  irregular  fall  migrant  in  our  study  area,  seen  by  Mike  Morgante  and  Roberta 
Vallone  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  on  August  17th.  Also  on  that  date,  Bruce  Chilton  and  Peter  Y oerg  found  a 
Western  Sandpiper  “among  a  good  variety  of  shorebirds”  feeding  in  the  grass  along  a  lagoon  behind  the  Avondale 
Dairy  on  Stewart  Road  one  mile  east  of  the  Welland  Canal  in  the  Town  of  Niagara-on-the-Lake.  They 
distinguished  this  bird  from  the  Least  and  Semi-palmated  Sandpipers  in  its  company  by  its  diagnostic  rufous- 
edged  wing  coverts  and  long  recurv  ed  bill. 

Other  records  of  interest  include  two  adult  Broad-winged  Hawks  seen  in  flight  in  August  away  from  the 
species  traditional  habitat  in  our  study  area  in  summer,  the  forested  uplands  of  the  Allegany  Plateau.  One  bird  was 
observed  by  Bob  Andrle  over  his  residence  in  the  Town  of  Eden  on  August  5th  and  a  second  by  Mike  Morgante 
over  the  New  York  State  Thruway  in  the  Town  of  Clarence  on  the  13th.  Both  birds  are  probably  post-breeding 
wanderers.  On  August  14th,  Elizabeth  Brooks  observed  three  finches  fly  from  a  spruce  tree  at  the  Palmer’s 
Pond  Camp  Ground  in  the  Town  of  West  Almond  in  Allegany  County  which  she  identified  as  Red  Crossbills  by 
their  diagnostic  “kip  kip-kip  kip  kip”  vocalizations  and  the  generally  reddish  hue  of  one  of  the  birds.  Although  this 
species  is  uncommon  and  erratic  in,  its  occurrence  in  the  evergreen  plantations  in  the  Southern  Tier  counties, 
Brooks  has  studied  it  for  30  years  in  Allegany  County  and  can  easily  distinguish  it  from  the  Purple  Finch  and  its 
congener,  the  White- winged  Crossbill. 

Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

266 

36 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

6,23 

111,197 

Reef  Lighthouse,  Bflo. 

Watson 

44 

11 

564 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

23 

120 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson 

A  mencan  Bittern 

28 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

1-31 

7  max. 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

D’Anna 

4 4 

3,28 

10,5 

Tonawanda  W.M.A  &  vie. 

Morgante, Mueller(EABC) 

3,8 

4,5 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Fox 

11,17 

U 

St.  David’s,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Yoerg 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

2,9 

10,7 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.-R. 

Watson 

44 

4 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Green- winged  Teal 

10 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna 

Northern  Pintail 

17 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

25 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

Northern  Shoveler 

26 

23 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

2 

11 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Redhead 

3 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Morgante 

3 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Fox 

4,26 

1,3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson  ,  Glass 

12 

1 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Ring-necked  Duck 

4,26 

U 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson  et  al 

66 

26 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

3,31 

2  3 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Fox,  Morgante 

66 

6,31 

1,2 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

White- winged  Scoter 

10F.17 

1,1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Bufflehead 

4,26 

1,2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson  et  al 

Common  Merganser 

13 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Bauer.  Barbers 

Ruddy  Duck 

3,31 

4,3 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Fox,  Morgante 

Osprey 

10,26,28 

1,1,1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna,  Watson,  Mueller 

66 

21 

1 

TonawandaTwp. 

Hess 

Bald  Eagle 

3 

1  imm. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

66 

3 

1  ad. 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Rew 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

5 

1 

Eden  Valley 

Andrle 

66 

13 

1 

Clarence  Twp. 

Morgante 

American  Coot 

26 

97 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Black-bellied  Plover 

9F 

29 

Moulton  Twp.,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

66 

14 

32 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Thill 

66 

25,28 

60,69 

Moulton  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

*Amer.  Golden-Plover  24F 

40 

Batavia  Twp. 

Morgante 

Semipalmated  Plover 

17 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

66 

25 

20 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson,  Byron  (BOS) 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

4,31 

1,5 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson,  Morgante 

66 

21 

4 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Heyer  (EABC) 

Lesser  Y  ellowlegs 

24 

53 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Fox,  Morgante 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

3,24 

7,4 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Fox,  Morgante 

Willet 

17 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Morgante,  Vallone 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

3 

28 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

G  v 

1  KJ  A 

Ruddy  T umstone 

24 

3 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante 

Sanderling 

24 

4 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante,  Fox 

Western  Sandpiper 

17 

1 

Grantham  Twp.,  Ont. 

Chilton,  Yoerg 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

17F 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Morgante,  Vallone 

*  Baird’s  Sandpiper 

17F,21 

1,1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake  T  wp. 

Yoerg,  Heyer(EABC) 

66 

24,26,31 

9  9  1 

w  >  ■w  }  -1- 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante,  Watson 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

17F 

1 

Grabell  Pt.,  Ont. 

Morgante,  Vallone 

66 

17F 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

66 

26 

8 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

*Stilt  Sandpiper 

9F 

1 

Grabell  Pt.,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

66 

11,14 

2  2 

Rock  Point  P.P 

D’Anna,  Andrle 

66 

17,23 

1,1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Morgante,  Watson 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

9F 

5 

Grabell  Pt.,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

66 

17 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

66 

21 

2 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Heyer(EABC) 

66 

23,25 

4,8 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

66 

31 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante 

*Wilson’s  Phalarope 

21F,24 

1,1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake  Twp. 

Heyer(EABC),D’  Anna,T  urisk 

*  Red-necked  Phalarope  3 1 F 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante 

Little  Gull 

4 

1 

Grabell  Pt.,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

66 

23 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

8 

9 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Fox 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

23 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna,  O’Donnell 

Caspian  Tern 

17 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Morgante 

66 

21 

6 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Morgante 
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Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Caspian  Tern 

24 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Fox 

u 

28 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

*  Forster’s  Tern 

4F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

D’Anna 

Black  Tern 

3 

3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

46 

21 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Morgante 

Common  Nighthawk 

17-28 

11  max. 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

66 

20,27 

4,18 

Kenmore 

Thills 

Whip-poor-will 

6 

6 

Wainfleet,  Ont. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Red-headed  Wdpkr 

4 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  Galas 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

5 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

66 

18 

1 

Arkwright  Twp. 

Rew 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

5F 

1 

Cheektowaga  Twp. 

Bauer 

66 

21 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bank  Swallow 

6 

600 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Cliff  Swallow 

4 

1 

Moulton  Twp.,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

66 

4 

18ad,2nest. 

Batavia  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

Common  Raven 

11,22,28 

U,1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Carolina  Wren 

6,14 

1,1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson,  Andrle 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

28F 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

28F 

1 

Goat  Island  S.  P. 

Roberson 

Nashville  Warbler 

26F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Rew 

66 

26F 

1 

Goat  Island  S.P. 

Roberson 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

23  F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson 

66 

26 

3 

Goat  Island  S.P. 

Roberson 

Magnolia  Warbler 

26F 

5 

Tifft  N.P. 

Rew 

66 

26F 

8 

Goat  Island  S.P. 

Roberson 

6C 

28 

8 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

26F 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Rew 

66 

26F 

1 

Goat  Island  S.P. 

Roberson 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

23  F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

25F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson 

66 

26 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Rew 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

25F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson 

66 

31 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Bl.-and-w.  Warbler 

17F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Morgante,  Vallone 

66 

21,26 

o  4 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson,  Rew 

American  Redstart 

26F 

6 

Tifft  N.P. 

Rew 

Ovenbird 

28F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Northern  Waterthrush 

28F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Hooded  Warbler 

29F 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

24F 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

66 

28 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Canada  Warbler 

21F 

1 

Goat  Island  S.P. 

Roberson 

46 

24 

1 

Porter  T wp. 

Roberson 

66 

25 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson,  Byron  (BOS) 

26 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Rew 

Scarlet  Tanager 

26F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Rew 

Orchard  Oriole 

4 

4 

Rock  Point  P.P 

D’Anna 

64 

11 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Baltimore  Oriole 

3  OF 

3 

Goat  Island  S.P. 

Roberson 

Purple  Finch 

25 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

Red  Crossbill 

14 

3 

West  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 
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Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 260 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  6 

Total  for  year . 266 


ERRATUM 


Vol.  62  No.  7,  page  87: 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr.  1  15  NewsteadTwp.  Watson 

Should  be: 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr  15  1  NewsteadTwp.  Watson 


•j*  H*  H* 


Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  August  1996m 

August  was  another  quiet  month  for  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Hotline,  while  most  Dial-a-Bird 
reports  regarded  migrant  shorebirds.  The  majority  of  shorebird  accounts  came  from  the  Niagara  Peninsula  in  □ 
Ontario,  including  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  and  the  Poth  Road  Sod  Farms  in  Dunnville,  Grabell  Point  in 
Wainfleet  and  the  Avondale  Sewage  Lagoons  in  St.  Catherines.  These  locations  produced  some  of  the  region's 
shorebirds  mostly  found  only  dunng  the  southward  migration;  American  Golden-Plover,  Willet,  Western 
Sandpiper,  White-r.  Sandpiper,  Baird's  Sandpiper,  Stilt  Sandpiper  and  Wilson's  Phalarope.  In  New  York,  the 
Batavia  Waste  Water  Plant  was  a  hot-spot  for  both  shorebirds  and  waterfowl.  Though  well  inland  from  the  Great 
Lakes,  this  site  produced  Ruddy  Turnstones  and  Sanderlings.  Other  unusual  reports  from  the  plant  were  a 
probable  Eared  Grebe,  along  with  Ring-necked  Duck,  Lesser  Scaup,  Bufflehead  and  Ruddy  Duck.  □ 

David  F.  Suggs 


LATE  NESTLING  BLUE-GRAY  GNATCATCHERS 

Observations  at  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  indicate  that  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  (Region  1)  and  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  study  area  the  late  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  nestling  date  should  be  extended  from 
June  24  to  June  30. 

On  June  27,  1996,  John  Welteand  I  were  walking  west  on  the  south  Boardwalk  of  the  Swallow  Hollow 
Trail.  When  we  were  about  two-thirds  of  the  way  to  the  bridge  we  heard  what  sounded  like  the  calls  of  fledgling 
or  nestling  Blue- gray  Gnatcatchers. 

Following  the  movements  of  the  adults  we  soon  located  the  nest  about  25  feet  above  our  heads  at  1 1:40 
a.m.  The  nest  was  on  a  spreading  branch  and  looked  much  like  a  knot  on  top  of  the  main  branch,  similar  to  the 
nest  of  a  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird.  The  nest  was  camouflaged  with  light  green  lichens  typical  of  BLue-gray 
Gnatcatcher  nests.  Curiously,  the  branch  and  tree  upon  which  it  was  resting  contained  none  of  the  light  green 
lichens,  so  the  attempt  by  the  adults  to  make  the  nest  blend  in  with  the  tree  by  using  lichens  was  a  failure. 

Although  we  watched  the  adult  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  make  several  trips  carrying  food  to  the  nest,  we 
could  not  see  the  nestlings  in  the  nest. 

On  June  30  at  10:35  a.m.  I  returned  to  the  same  location  and  again  heard  the  nestlings  calling  and  found 
the  two  adults  and  the  nest.  Using  a  Bushnell  Spacemaster  telescope  at  10:40  I  could  see  three  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher  nestlings  in  the  nest  as  they  raised  their  heads,  necks,  and  breasts  above  the  edge  to  take  food  from  an 
adult. 

I  was  amazed  at  the  frequency  with  which  the  busy  adults  returned  to  the  nest.  At  10:41  a.m.  an  adult 
again  returned  to  the  nest  with  food.  Between  10:41  and  10:51  ten  visits  were  made  by  adults  to  the  nest,  and 
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three  of  these  visits  were  made  by  both  adults  at  the  same  time.  There  was  a  total  of  thirteen  individual  feedings 
in  only  ten  minutes!  The  only  food  item  that  could  be  identified  was  a  dragonfly,  the  other  food  items  were 
presumed  to  be  small  insects  (maybe  even  gnats).  Generally  the  adults  were  observed  hunting  for  insects  less 
than  ten  yards  from  the  nest. 

In  their  attempts  to  obtain  food,  the  nestlings  offered  several  opportunities  to  observe  their  plumage.  The 
nestlings,  like  the  adults,  were  gray  with  a  light  eye  ring,  but  were  fatter  or  fluffier  than  the  adults.  In  fact,  after 
one  nestling  lifted  most  of  its  bulk  above  the  edge  of  the  nest,  I  wondered  how  three  large  nestlings  could  fit  in 
such  a  small  nest  that  didn't  look  large  enough  to  hold  one  of  them. 

The  nestlings  had  flight  and  tail  feathers,  but  the  rest  of  their  bodies  appeared  a  fluffy  down  with  dark 
gray  upper  parts  and  light  gray  under  parts.  The  gape  was  yellow,  the  throat  was  whitish  gray  and  the  eye  ring 
was  white. 

After  quite  a  bit  of  searching  the  nest  was  again  located  on  July  2  between  1 1:00  and  1 1:05  a.m.  The  nest 
was  empty,  and  a  thorough  search  of  the  area  could  not  produce  visual  or  auditory  evidence  of  any  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers. 

Obviously  the  nestling  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  fledged  on  or  after  June  30,  but  on  or  before  July  2.  An 
early  date  in  this  time  range  is  favored,  because  of  the  absence  of  nestlings  in  the  nesting  area  on  July  2. 

The  previous  latest  record  for  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  nestlings  was  June  24,  1996.  On  June  9,  1945, 
Robert  Andrle  climbed  25-30  feet  up  a  Pm  Oak  in  Lincoln  Park  in  the  Town  of  Tonawanda  and  found  five  eggs  in 
a  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  nest.  He  checked  the  eggs  again  on  June  12  and  17.  On  June  23  he  found  five  "just 
hatched"  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  nestlings  ( Prothonotary  1 1:32).  He  returned  to  the  nest  for  the  last  time  on  June 
24  and  took  3  or  4  photographs  of  the  nest  (Andrle  1996). 

Breeding  records  for  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  are  very  scarce.  Since  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  wrote  Birds  of 
the  Niagara  Frontier  in  1965,  there  have  been  only  four  records  of  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  fledglings  and  only  one 
record  of  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  nestlings  published  in  the  Prothonotary.  The  records  of  fledgling  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers  are  as  follows:  Collins  and  Kelly  reported  two  adults  and  three  fledgling  at  Oak  Orchard  WMA  on 
July  4,  1978;  Moshers  reported  one  juvenile  at  Cold  Springs  Twp.  on  June  30,  1986;  Baird  reported  one  adult 
and  one  fledgling  (feeding  behavior)  at  Allegany  State  Park  on  July  24,  1994;  and  D'Anna  reported  two  adults  and 
one  fledgling  at  the  foot  of  Kraft  Road,  Bertie  Twp.  on  July  30,  1994.  These  dates  (especially  the  last  two) 
indicate  that  July  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  nestling  records  should  occur  in  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
Territory. 

The  only  previous  record  of  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  nestlings  since  1965  is  Vivian  Pitzrick's  observation  in 
Amity  Township  on  June  16,  1991.  She  also  studied  a  late  nesting  attempt  of  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  in  1984  at 
Hood  Hill.  There  on  June  26,  she  observed  nest  building  activity  40  feet  up  a  Shagbark  Hickory.  On  July  1  and 
8  the  nest  was  complete  and  an  adult  was  near  it.  On  July  16  and  23  no  activity  was  observed,  and  on  August  1 
the  empty  nest  was  removed  from  the  branch.  It  is  assumed  that  the  nest  was  lost  to  predation. 

There  are  four  factors  which  suggest  that  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  nestlings  should  be  found  in  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society  study  area  well  into  July.  First,  the  New  York  State  data  for  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 
nestlings  extend  from  June  1  to  July  11  (Andrle  and  Carroll  1988).  Secondly,  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  fledglings 
have  been  reported  in  our  area  as  late  as  July  24  and  30.  Thirdly,  since  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  have  incubation 
period  of  fifteen  days  and  a  nestling  period  of  twelve  or  thirteen  days,  Vivian  Pitzrick's  observations  of  nest 
building  on  June  26  suggests  a  late  nestling  date  of  July  23  or  24.  Lastly,  Robert  Andrle's  observation  of  "just 
hatched"  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  nestlings  on  June  23  suggests  a  July  5  or  6  late  nestling  date. 

During  most  years  there  are  probably  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  nestlings  in  the  month  of  July  waiting  for 
some  Western  New  Y ork  birder  to  discover  them  and  set  a  new  regional  or  state  record. 
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The  New  York  State  Important  Bird  Areas  Program 

The  National  Audubon  Society’s  New  York  Important  Bird  Areas  (IBA)  Program,  coordinated  by  Dr.  Jeff 
Wells,  is  designed  to  create  an  inventory  of  key  areas  of  bird  abundance  and  diversity  across  the  state. 
Identification  of  these  IBAs  represents  a  first  step  taken  by  the  Society  in  seeking  to  ensure  the  state’s  bird 
protection  in  the  future.  Once  the  areas  have  been  selected,  appropriate  conservation  strategies,  such  as  land 
acquisition  or  easements  and  landowner  education,  will  be  developed  and  implemented  in  order  to  protect  them. 

Two  sites  in  Western  New  York  have  already  been  identified  as  model  IBAs.  They  are  the  Niagara  River 
from  Buffalo  Harbor  to  Fort  Niagara  and  Allegany  State  Park.  Other  model  areas  across  the  state  include  in 
Kingbird  Region  2:  Braddock  Bay  and  Letchworth  State  Parks,  3:  the  northern  Montezuma  Wetlands  Complex 
and  Finger  Lakes  National  Forest,  4:  the  Tioughnioga  River  including  Whitney  Point  and  Long  Pond,  5:  the 
Derby  Hill  Bird  Observatory  and  the  Oswego  River  and  Harbor,  6:  Little  Galloo  Island  and  the  Perch  River 
Wildlife  Management  Area, 

7:  Ferd’s  Bog  and  Four  Brothers/Crown  Point,  8:  Saratoga  National  Historic  Park  and  the  Catskill  High  Peaks, 
9:  Bear  Mountain  State  Park  and  Sterling  Forest,  and  10:  Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge  and  Montauk. 

Here  are  excerpts  from  the  IBA  Program  Site  Definitions  and  Criteria  for  selection: 

DEFINITIONS 

An  IBA  is  a  site  providing  essential  habitat  to  one  or  more  species  of  breeding  or  non-breeding  birds.  The 
sites  vary  in  size,  but  are  usually  discrete  and  distinguishable  in  character,  habitat,  or  ornithological  importance 
from  surrounding  areas.  Site  boundaries  may  be  either  natural  (rivers,  watersheds)  or  human-made  (roads, 
property  boundaries).  In  general,  an  IBA  should  exist  as  an  actual  or  potential  protected  area,  with  or  without 
buffer  zones,  or  should  have  the  potential  to  be  managed  in  some  way  for  birds  and  general  nature  conservation. 
An  IBA,  whenever  possible,  should  be  large  enough  to  supply  all  or  most  of  the  requirements  of  the  bird(s) 
during  the  season  for  which  it  is  important.  (Not  all  IBAs,  such  as  fly-over  sites  for  raptors,  can  or  will  meet  this 
last  definition.) 

CRITERIA 

A  site  meeting  any  one  of  the  criteria  in  the  following  four  categories  may  qualify  as  an  IBA.  These  criteria 
should  not  be  considered  absolute,  and  other  factors,  such  as  relative  importance  to  other  sites,  may  be  weighed  in 
making  final  site  selections. 

CATEGORY  NY-1.  Sites  where  birds  concentrate  in  significant  numbers  when  breeding,  in  winter,  or  during 
migration: 

la.  The  site  regularly  supports  at  least  2,000  waterfowl  (at  one  time)  during  some  part  of  the  year. 

lb.  The  site  regularly  supports  at  least  100  pelagic  seabirds  and/or  terns  (at  one  time)  or  10,000  gulls  (at  one 
time)  dunng  some  part  of  the  year. 

lc.  The  site  regularly  supports  at  least  300  shorebirds  (at  one  time)  if  an  inland  site,  or  1000  shorebirds  (at 
one  time)  if  coastal,  during  some  part  of  the  year. 

ld.  The  site  regularly  supports  at  least  100  wading  birds  dunng  some  part  of  the  year. 

le.  The  site  is  regularly  an  important  stopover  site,  “bottleneck”,  or  migratory  comdor  for  at  least  8,000 
raptors  (seasonal  total)  dunng  spring  or  fall  migration. 

lf.  The  site  supports  an  exceptional  diversity  of  bird  species  and  is  clearly  unique  from  other  sites  in  the  local 
area. 

lg.  The  site  supports  a  significant  number  of  a  particular  species  but  supports  a  smaller  total  number  of  birds 
than  any  of  the  above  critena.  Ideally,  the  site  should  be  known  to  hold  or  thought  to  hold  more  than  1% 
of  the  state  population  of  that  species. 
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CATEGORY  NY-2.  Sites  for  endangered,  threatened,  or  special  concern  species. 

Sites  should  be  those  where  the  species  occurs  or  potentially  occurs  with  some  regularity  and  ideally,  these 
same  sites  will  benefit  many  species.  This  category  refers  to  a  provisional  list  recommended  by  the  New  York 
Department  of  Environmental  Conservation  in  December  1993.  Here  are  those  species: 

Endangered:  Bald  Eagle,  Golden  Eagle,  Peregrine  Falcon,  Spruce  Grouse,  Black  Rail,  Piping  Plover, 
Eskimo  Curlew,  Roseate  Tern,  Black  Tern,  Short-eared  Owl,  and  Loggerhead  Shrike. 

Threatened:  Pied-billed  Grebe,  Least  Bittern,  Northern  Harrier,  King  Rail,  Upland  Sandpiper,  Common 
Tern,  Least  Tern,  Sedge  Wren,  and  Henslow’s  Sparrow. 

Special  Concern:  Common  Loon,  American  Bittern,  Osprey,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Cooper‘s  Hawk, 
Northern  Goshawk,  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  Black  Skimmer,  Common  Nighthawk,  Whip-poor-will,  Red¬ 
headed  Woodpecker,  Homed  Lark,  Golden-winged  Warbler,  Cerulean  Warbler,  Yellow- breasted  Chat, 
Vesper  Sparrow,  Grasshopper  Sparrow,  and  Seaside  Sparrow. 

CATEGORY  NY -3.  Sites  containing  assemblages  of  species  characteristic  of  a  representative,  rare, 
threatened,  or  unique  habitat. 

CATEGORY  NY -4.  Sites  for  long-term  avian  research  or  monitoring  that  contributes  substantially  to 
ornithology  and  bird  conservation. 

Bob  Andrle  and  Gerry  Rising  currently  have  roles  associated  with  this  project.  They  will  be  seeking 
assistance  from  other  BOS  members  in  nominating  and  providing  the  required  documentation  for  IBA  areas  in 
western  New  York.  Please  contact  them  (at  992-3520  or  689-8301)  if  you  wish  to  obtain  more  information  about 
this  program. 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Welcome  New  Associate  Member: 
Kurt  Fox 

2102  Dutch  hollow  Road 
Avon,  NY  14414 
(716)  226-8449 

Please  Note  Address  Changes: 

Mrs.  Doris  Vaughan 
830  Mohawk  Street 
Lewiston,  NY  14092-1417 

Jack  Skalicky 
340  Crescent  Ave.  Apt  #1 1 
Buffalo,  NY  14214-1972 
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BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-272 1 . 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Oct.  23:  Rock  Terminey  and  Jeff  Wells  will  present  a  program  on  Neo-tropical  Migrants. 

Nov.  13:  Kayo  Roy  will  present  a  program  on  Gambell’s  and  St.  Lawrence  Islands  in  Alaska. 

Dec.  12:  Our  annual  Holiday  Social.  Bring  a  treat  to  share  and  spend  the  evening  with  your  birding  friends. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


Oct.  20:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  and  Batavia  Sewage  ponds  (if  access  is  granted).  Meet 

at  8:00  a.m.  at  Tanning  Bed,  0. 1  mile  east  of  Main  &  Transit  on  the  south  side  of  Main.  Leader: 
Mike  Morgante  (685-4975). 

Oct.  26:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  counties.  Meet  at  8:00 

a.m.  in  Wrights  Comers  on  Hwy  78  at  Tops  market  just  north  of  the  Hwy  104  intersection. 
Leader:  Willie  D'Anna  (731-4348). 

Oct.  27:  Sunday.  End  of  DST.  Set  clock  back  1  hour. 

Nov.  24:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS.  For  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  a.m. 

at  Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and 
Bob  Brock  (876-5862). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  51  Park  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 
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THE  MONTH:  September,  1996 

September  was  wet,  the  second  wettest  month  lor  the  period  in  the  annals  of  the  local  weather  bureau.  After 
a  sunny  and  hot  Labor  Day  weekend  and  several  days  thereafter,  the  region  began  to  feel  the  effects  of  Hurricane 
Fran  which  hit  the  Atlantic  Coast  at  Cape  Fear,  North  Carolina  on  September  5th  with  winds  of  125  mph  causing 
many  deaths  and  multi-million  dollar  property  losses.  Although  this  storm  spent  its  fury  along  the  Atlantic 
Seaboard,  with  no  blocking  high  pressure  system  to  divert  it,  heavy  rains  and  high  winds  from  its  remnants 
moved  inland  northward  through  Virgima  and  Western  Pennsylvania  where  from  its  center  over  the  City  of  Erie 
on  September  7th,  it  moved  north  across  Lake  Erie  into  Southern  Ontario.  Although  the  center  of  this  tropical 
storm  moved  west  of  us,  the  Niagara  Pemnsula  and  Western  New  York  felt  its  effects  with  two  days  of 
intermittent  heavy  rains  as  the  remnants  of  Fran  moved  down  the  St.  Lawrence  River  valley  to  the  Atlantic  Coast 
of  Canada.  In  its  wake,  a  ndge  of  high  pressure  over  the  low'er  Great  Lakes  gave  us  two  days  of  respite  with 
cooler  and  sunny  weather  until  a  huge  low  pressure  system  building  over  Georgian  Bay  with  moist  unstable  air 
stalled  and  for  three  days  our  region  was  again  deluged  with  heavy  rains  and  high  winds  as  the  front  deepened. 
As  will  be  seen  these  two  weather  systems  brought  to  our  study  area  one  of  its  most  memorable  ornithological 
interludes.  By  September  17th,  the  weather  pattern  became  more  seasonal  with  northwest  Hows  of  cool  dry  air 
interspersed  with  warm  wet  days  until  month's  end.  The  average  ambient  temperature  for  the  month  was 
62.7°(F),  0.8°  below  normal  while  precipitation  in  the  form  of  rain  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International 
Airport,  measured  7.51  inches,  4.02  inches  above  average  although  localized  downpours  in  northern  Erie  and 
Niagara  counties  on  September  14th  and  15th  totaled  over  12  inches!  Only  46%  of  total  sunshine  for  the  period 
was  recorded.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

Alan  Wormington  of  Leamington,  Ontario  was  one  of  many  Canadian  birders  who  proved  remarkably 
prescient  in  hurrying  to  the  confluence  of  the  source  of  the  Niagara  River  and  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  the 
Town  of  Fort  Erie  on  the  morning  of  September  9th  following  the  passage  of  Hurricane  Fran  through  the  region. 
Arm  ing  at  a  Niagara  Parkway  lookout  on  the  nver  south  of  the  Peace  Bridge,  Wormington  saw  a  jaeger  Hying 
low'  over  the  water  in  midstream.  He  identified  this  small  slim-bodied  land  as  an  adult  Long-tailed  Jaeger  and  the 
first  record  of  this  species  for  the  BOS  study  area  although  it  had  been  recorded  on  Lake  Ene  at  Long  Point 
Provincial  Park  in  the  Haldimand-Norfolk  Region  and  in  the  fall  of  1993,  ten  reports,  mainly  from  Van  Wagner's 
Beach  on  the  west  end  of  Lake  Ontano  in  Hamilton  Harbor.  Thus  began  an  exciting  eight  days  of  birdwatching  in 
an  area  restricted  to  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  east  along  the  Lake  Shore  Road  from  Waverly  Beach  in  the  Town 
of  Fort  Ene  to  Mather  Park  at  the  Niagara  River  and  north  along  the  nver  to  the  International  Railway  Bridge  at 
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Courtwnght  Street  in  the  Village  of  Fort  Erie.  On  September  8th,  the  delighted  Canadians  tallied  such  orphans  of 
the  storm  as  two  (possibly  three)  Black-capped  Petrels  and  two  Sooty  Terns,  one  in  juvenile  plumage  seen  by  j/ 
John  Lamey  of  Missassauga,  Ontario  at  Jaeger  Rocks  and  a  second  in  adult  plumage,  by  some  twenty  observers  at 
Waverly  Beach.  If  written  descriptions  of  these  birds  are  submitted  to  the  Ontario  Bird  Records  Committee  for 
adjudication  and  accepted,  they  will  represent  the  first  verified  occurrence  of  this  species  in  our  study  area. 
Subsequently,  on  September  21st,  Bob  Curry  of  Ancaster,  Ontario  found  the  remains  of  a  Sooty  Tern  on  the  Lake 
Erie  shoreline  at  Willow  Bay  in  the  Community  of  Long  Beach  in  Wainfleet  Township.  As  the  plumage  and  the 
body  parts  were  in  advanced  stages  of  decomposition,  this  bird's  skeleton  is  being  preserved  at  the  Royal  Ontario 
Museum  In  Toronto.  Among  species  recorded  on  this  memorable  Sunday  and  presumed,  at  least  in  part,  to  have 
arrived  in  the  region  with  Hurricane  Fran,  were  60  Black  Terns,  a  Franklin’s  Gull,  a  Laughing  Gull,  a  Sabine’s 
Gull,  all  immature  birds,  two  more  Long-tailed  Jaegers,  both  Immature,  indeterminable  numbers  of  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  and  four  Red  Phalaropes  in  the  Niagara  River.  On  September  8th,  a  coterie  of  New  Y ork  State  birders 
joined  the  Canadians  in  Fort  Erie.  Making  its  first  appearance  among  the  orphans  of  the  storm  on  that  date  was  a 
Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel  seen  by  Drew  Campbell  at  Jaeger  Rocks  and  a  short  time  later  a  second  storm-petrel  was 
reported  by  Ron  Dobos  of  Waterdown,  Ontario  at  Waverly  Beach,  just  west  of  Jaeger  Rocks.  (For  the  uninitiated: 
“Jaeger  Rocks”  is  a  sobriquet  bestowed  on  a  rocky  stretch  of  shoreline  between  Mather  Park  and  Erie  Beach  on 
Lake  Erie  by  the  late  Bernard  Nathan,  a  BOS  member  of  legendary  stature;  it  was  so  named  because  It  was  an 
excellent  site  for  viewing  passage  migrants  including  Parasitic  Jaegers  in  early  fall.)  On  September  10th,  Glenn 
Coady  saw  three  storm-petrels  at  Waverly  Beach  and  on  the  13th,  John  Lamey  saw  another  bird  at  Jaeger  Rocks 
and  on  the  following  days  yet  another  flying  over  Lake  Erie  at  the  foot  of  Lorraine  Road  in  the  City  of  Port 
Colbome.  There  was  only  one  previous  record  for  this  species  in  our  study  area,  a  single  bird  found  dead  on  the 
north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  the  wake  of  Hurricane  Connie  in  August,  1955.  As  noted,  the  Ontario  Bird  Records 
Committee  must  receive  written  descriptions  of  these  birds  before  they  are  accepted  as  official  records.  Only  one 
Black-capped  Petrel  was  seen  on  September  9th  and  another  single  bird  on  the  11th.  However,  the  heavy  rainfall 
and  high  winds  buffeting  the  Niagara  Peninsula  and  northern  Erie  and  Niagara  Counties  on  the  weekend  of 
September  14th  and  15th  apparently  brought  more  storm-tossed  survivors  of  Hurricane  Fran  into  our  region  and 
from  “two  to  six”  Black-capped  Petrels  were  tallied  on  September  14th  and  “two  to  three”  more  on  the  15th. 
These  sightings  and  the  recovery  of  two  exhausted  grounded  birds  in  Niagara  County  on  the  15th  constitute  the 
last  records  of  live  petrels  received  in  our  study  area  in  September.  In  Niagara  County,  a  Black-capped  Petrel  was 
rescued  from  a  department  store  parking  lot  on  Military  Road  in  Niagara  Falls  where  it  was  being  stoned  by 
wanton  boys  and  the  second  was  found  apparently  uninjured  but  exhausted,  under  a  bush  at  a  private  residence  on 
Prospect  Street  in  the  Village  of  Newfane.  Both  birds  were  turned  over  to  the  Erie  County  SPCA  and  then 
brought  to  an  Orchard  Park  veterinary  hospital  but  succumbed  soon  thereafter,  the  probable  cause  being  acute 
stress  from  starvation  and  other  environmental  factors.  Petrels  are  a  marine  species  of  waterbird  particularly  ill- 
suited  to  freshwater  habitats  as  their  diet  on  the  open  ocean  consists  largely,  according  to  their  size  and  species,  of 
zooplankton,  fish  and  cephalopods,  particularly  small  squid,  which  the  birds  find  in  abundance  near  the  surface 
and  which  cannot  be  found  in  a  lacustrine  ecosystem,  It  is  doubtful  whether  any  of  the  hapless  birds  driven  far 
from  the  ocean  in  a  hurricane  ever  survive  and  return  to  salt  water.  Both  of  the  petrels  recovered  in  Niagara 
County  now  repose  in  the  collection  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  A  third  Black-capped  Petrel  recovered 
dead  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  by  clean-up  volunteers  at  Wendt  Beach  in  the  Town  of  Evans  in  Erie  County 
on  September  21st,  was  turned  over  to  Mike  Morgante  who  gave  the  remains  to  Art  Clark,  the  Curator  of 
Vertebrate  Zoology  at  the  museum  to  add  to  the  collection.  Following  the  decline  in  observations  of  pelagic 
rarities  after  September  15th,  Bob  Curry  undertook  the  interesting  task  of  walking  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie 
from  Fort  Erie  to  Featherstone  Point  in  the  Town  of  Haldimand  (coincidentally,  the  western  boundary  of  the  BOS 
study  area)  seeking  possible  remains  of  birds  expiring  during  the  ten  day  period  after  Hurricane  Fran.  During  his 
treks  in  addition  to  the  aforementioned  Sooty  Tern,  Curry  collected  the  remains  of  sixteen  Black-capped  Petrels 
between  Fort  Erie  and  Long  Beach  offering  hard  evidence  of  the  unprecedented  numbers  of  this  species  blown 
inland  by  this  weather  system.  It  is  only  the  second  record  of  this  species  in  our  study  area,  a  decomposed 
specimen  having  been  picked  up  on  the  Lake  Erie  shore  at  Morgan’s  Point,  Ontario  in  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane 
Connie  on  August  21st,  1955. 

Finally,  considering  the  excitement  engendered  by  the  events  at  Fort  Erie  on  September  8th,  the  report  of 
an  American  Oystercatcher  on  the  Lake  Erie  Shore  at  Reeb’s  Bay  at  the  foot  of  Quarry  Road  in  the  City  of  Port 
Colbome  on  the  following  day  was  almost  anti-climactic  but  the  bird  with  its  unique  field  marks  was  seen  later  on 
that  date  by  Willie  D’ Anna  and  a  host  of  Canadian  birders,  of  interest  was  the  testimony  of  two  local  residents  at 
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the  site  that  two  oystercatchers  were  present  there  earlier  in  the  morning.  It  is  the  third  record  of  this  species  for 
our  study  area. 

Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontano  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

13F 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Tunsk 

Homed  Grebe 

13F 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

D’Annaetal 

*  Black-capped  Petrel 

12,14,15 

LLl 

Fort  Ene,  Ont.,  Buffalo,  NY 

D’Annaetal 

44 

14,15 

1,1 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

Morganteetal 

44 

14,15 

1,1 

Buffalo  &  Ft.  Ene,  Ont. 

Andrle  etal 

44 

15 

1 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

Watson 

44 

16 

1 

Niagara  Fails 

Watson  (captive,  died 
Tonawanda  S.P.C.A) 

44 

21 

1  dead 

Wendt  Beach  S.P. 

Morgante,  T  rembath 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

7 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

44 

9,21 

1130,1075 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

10 

188 

Reef  Lighthouse 

Watson 

*  Least  Bittern 

1 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante  (BOS) 

Great  Egret 

1,29 

11,3 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Seamans,  Davis 

44 

1-29 

1-2 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

44 

1-30 

8  max. 

Motor  Is.,  Niagara  R. 

Watson 

44 

9,23 

8,7 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

15 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Morgante 

44 

26 

1 

Como  Park,  Lancaster 

Bauer 

44 

29 

1 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

Andrle 

Green-winged  Teal 

1 

20 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Seamsns 

Northern  Pintail 

12 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

O’Connell,  Watson 

44 

23 

13 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Blue- winged  Teal 

23,29 

73,100 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson,  Seamans 

Northern  Shoveler 

9,23 

60,139 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Redhead 

9,23 

o  o 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

15F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

D’Annaetal 

Ring-necked  Duck 

9,23F 

1,13 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

44 

29 

0 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Davis 

44 

30 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

Greater  Scaup 

23F,29 

">  o 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson,  Davis 

44 

29 

1 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

Lesser  Scaup 

9,23F 

2,4 

Batavia  Sew  age  Lagoon 

Watson 

44 

29 

o 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D’Anna 

White-winged  Scoter 

15 

1 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

D’Anna 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Bu  file  head 

9,23 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Red-br.  Merganser 

1 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Seamans 

44 

26 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Ruddv  Duck 

1,29 

3,20 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Seamans 

44 

26F 

7 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Roberson 

Osprey 

10 

1 

Silver  Creek 

Rew 

•• 

11,13,15 

1  1  2 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Watson,  Tunsk 

44 

18 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

t  4 

20 

1 

Alfred  Tu  p. 

Brooks 

4  4 

oo 

1 

Langford  Pond 

Tunsk 

Bald  Eagle 

10 

lad. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

Peregrine  Falcoln 

15 

1 

Port  Col  borne,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

American  Coot 

23 

151 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Black-bellied  Plover 

8 

10 

Moulton  Twp.,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

9,11 

1,6 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Morgan te,  Hamilton 

44 

21 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Morgante,  D' Anna  et  al 

44 

29 

4 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Davis 

Amer.  Golden-Plover 

8 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Annaetal 

44 

8 

32 

Moulton  Twp.,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

9.13 

1.6 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

D'Anna,  Roberson 

44 

10 

1 

Canadaway  Creek  N.S. 

Rew 

44 

15 

12 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

18,29 

40,350 

Niagara-on-the-Lake  Tup. 

D’Anna 

44 

21  22 

60,33 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Annaetal 

44 

oo 

17 

Eden  Twp. 

Tunsk 

*Amer.  Ovstercatcher 

9 

1 

Reebs  Bay,  Ont. 

D’Annaetal 

Lesser  Yellovvlegs 

1,9 

20,49 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Seamans,  Watson 

Willet 

1 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Davis 

44 

8 

1 

Olcott 

S&T  O'Donnell 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

9,10 

2,1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

D’Annaetal 

44 

14 

3 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Watson 

Red  Knot 

1,10,20 

8,10,5 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Davis,  Watson,  Andrle 

44 

9-13 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

D’Anna  etal 

Sanderling 

9,13 

6,15 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Morgante,  Roberson 

44 

9 

3 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

44 

14 

25 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante,  D’ Anna  et  al 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

26 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Least  Sandpiper 

29 

3 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Seamans 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

29 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Seamans 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

10 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

9 

18 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Dunlin 

oop 

o 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

44 

29 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake  Twp. 

D’Anna 

*Buff-br.  Sandpiper 

9 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

1 

3 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Davis 

44 

0 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake  Twp. 

Hamilton 

Red-necked  Phalarope  9,10,13 

12,12,1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

9 

9 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

44 

12 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

44 

14,15 

3,3 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

Morgante  et  al 

44 

15 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Morgante,  D’ Anna  et  al 

44 

16,21 

1,1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Andrle,  Skalickv 

*Red  Phalarope 

10F 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

D’Anna 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Location 

Obser  ver 

*Red  Phalarope 

29 

1 

Squaw  Is.,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

*  Parasitic  Jaeger 

14 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Tunsk 

u 

15 

1 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Benham 

44 

15 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D’Annaetal 

*  Lone-tailed  Jaeger 

8 

1 

Buffalo  &  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Wormington  et  al 

(first  record  for  B.O.S.  studv  area) 

14  '  1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante  et  al 

14 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D'Annaetal 

^Laughing  Gull 

8 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Watson  et  al 

44 

9,14 

1,3-5 

Ft.  Erie  &  Buffalo 

D'Annaetal 

44 

9 

o 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Morgante  et  al 

44 

14 

1  JUV. 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante  et  al 

^Franklin's  Gull 

8,15 

1,1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Little  Gull 

8,14,15 

1  0  o 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante  et  al 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

19 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

3 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna 

Black-leg.  Kittivvake 

14 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante 

D’Annaetal 

*Sabine’s  Gull 

8,15 

1,3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

44 

15 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante  et  al 

Caspian  Tern 

9 

3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

13,23 

8,2 

Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Hess,  Watson 

44 

15,16 

6,2 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Tunsk,  Andrle 

Forster’s  Tern 

10 

o 

Fort  Erie  &  Buffalo 

Morgante 

44 

15.22.29 

1,1,1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Yoerg,  Chilton 

Black  Tern 

8,14 

150,10 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante,  Hamilton 

Common  Nighthavvk 

1 

50 

Buffalo 

Davis 

44 

3,4,5 

154,60,60 

Kenmore 

Benham 

Chimney  Swift 

4 

70 

Kenmore 

Benham 

Rubv-t.  Hummingbird  30 

1 

Williamsville 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

30 

1 

Amity  Lake(f) 

Pitznck 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

8 

0 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

10,21 

5  ° 

Point  Gratiot 

Rew,  Pitrzick 

44 

11 

1 

Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Benham 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

5F 

1 

Goat  Island  S.P. 

Roberson 

44 

21 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Northern  Ricker 

14 

18 

Jos.  Davis  S.P. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Yellow-b.  Rvcatcher 

15L 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Morgante,  Potter.  D'Anna 

Least  Rvcatcher 

2L 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

2L 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake  Twp. 

Hamilton 

Empidonax  species 

15 

7 

Tifft  N.P. 

Skalicky 

Gr.  Cr.  Rvcatcher 

8 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

Potter 

44 

12L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

O’Connell,  Watson 

Tree  Swallow 

23 

1000 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Bank  Swallow 

1L 

50 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Seamans 

Cliff  Swallow 

1L 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Seamans 

Common  Raven 

10,14 

1,1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

44 

10,19,20 

o  o  o 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Brown  Creeper 

21F 

2 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Annaetal 

44 

21F 

2 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Carolina  Wren 

1,25 

1,1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante) BOS),  Yoerg 

44 

8 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

House  Wren 

23 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

Winter  Wren 

21F 

0 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgante,  Vallone 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Winter  Wren 

2  IF 

~) 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

2  IF 

3 

Rubv-cr.  Kinglet 

21F 

3 

44 

2  IF 

4 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

15L 

0 

Veen 

23  L 

1 

Grav-cheeked  Thrush 

10F 

1 

10F, 

16,  28 

1,1,1 

44 

21 

1 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

10F 

1 

Hermit  Thrush 

21F 

1 

Wood  Thrush 

21 

1 

Northern  Mockingbird 

12 

1 

44 

29 

4 

A  men  can  Pipit 

21F 

1 

Solitary  Vireo 

6F,27 

1,1 

Yellovv-thr.  Vireo 

16L 

1 

Warbling  Vireo 

18L 

1 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

1  IF 

o 

44 

19,26 

1,1 

44 

26 

1 

Golden-wing. Warbler  7,12,15L 

1  o  o 

“Brewster's  Warbler" 

1 

1 

44 

15L 

1 

Tennessee  Warbler 

IF 

1 

44 

21 

0 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

2  IF 

1 

Northern  Parula 

12F 

1 

44 

21 

1 

44 

23 

1 

Yellow  Warbler 

1 

0 

44 

15L 

1 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

21 

1 

Magnolia  Warbler 

8 

10 

Cape  May  Warbler 

1  IF 

1 

44 

21 

1 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

15 

10 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

1  IF 

1 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

2F 

1 

44 

27 

1 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

15 

6 

44 

24 

1 

Pine  Warbler 

10F 

1 

44 

21 

2 

44 

oo 

1 

Prame  Warbler 

0 

1PDBA 

Palm  Warbler 

7F 

1 

44 

18 

1 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

15 

8 

44 

24 

1 

Bl.-and-w.  Warbler 

24 

1 

Ovenbird 

23 

1 

Northern  Waterthrush 

15 

1 

Location 

Observer 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Wilson  Tw  p. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgante,  Vallone 

Wilson  Tw  p. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Tifft  N.P. 

Skalickv 

Alfred  Tw  p. 

Brooks  ‘  . 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess,  Chilton 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgante,  Vallone 

Tifft  N.P. 

O’Connell,  Watson 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Potter 

Goat  Island  S.P. 

Potter 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Andrleetal 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

Tifft  N.P. 

Hamilton 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton,  Skalickv 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Tifft  N.P. 

Skalickv 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Wilson  Twp. 

Morgante,  Vallone 

Wilson  Twp. 

Morgante,  Vallone 

Tifft  N.P. 

O’Connell,  Watson 

Wilson  Twp. 

Morgante,  Vallone 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante(BOS) 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgante,  Vallone 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Tifft  N.P. 

Hamilton 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgante,  Vallone 

Tifft  N.P. 

Skalickv 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Tifft  N.P. 

Skalickv 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Watson,  Brodenck(BOS) 

Ami  tv  Twp. 

Pitznck 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

Goat  Island  S.P. 

Potter 

Tifft  N.P. 

Skalickv 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Tifft  N.P. 

Tunsk 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Kentucky  Warbler 

20 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Da\  is 

^Connecticut  Warbler 

18 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

S&T  O'Donnell 

Mourning  Warbler 

IF 

1 

Goat  Island  S.P. 

Roberson 

18L 

o 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

S&T  O'Donnell 

Hooded  Warbler 

18 

1 

Alfred  Tu  p. 

Brooks 

22L 

1 

Evangola  S.P. 

Tunsk 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

14 

3 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

18 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Canada  Warbler 

21 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgan  te.  Vail  one 

it 

21 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Hamilton 

Scarlet  Tanager 

8 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

20 

0 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

Indigo  Bunting 

9 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

11 

3 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

IF 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Hamilton 

tt 

21 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

66 

oo 

o 

Wilson  Twp. 

Watson,  Brodencki BOS 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

18F 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

fc6 

19 

4 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

2  IF 

o 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

22 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Bobolink 

8 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

Baltimore  Oriole 

13 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Potter 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  266 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  11 

Total  for  year . 277 


Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  266 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  11 

Total  for  year . 277 


Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  September  1996 

The  long  summer  stretch  of  Hotline  inactivity  broke  during  the  second  week  of  September  with  the 
passing  of  Hurricane  Fran.  Pelagic  and  coastal  species  reported  on  Lake  Erie  through  the  Hotline  included  Sooty 
Tern,  Long-tailed  Jaeger,  Black-capped  Petrel,  Wilson's  Storm-petrel  and  American  Oystercatcher.  Though  the 
alert  did  not  spread  the  news  until  after  the  first  day  of  discovery,  most  of  the  species  were  still  present  during  the 
following  week,  providing  an  opportunity  for  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  members  to  search  and  scan  for  the 
rarities. 

During  the  remainder  of  September,  Dial-a-Bird  reports  and  updates  attempted  to  keep  up  with  the 
exceptional  petrel,  jaeger,  gull,  tern  and  phalarope  accounts  in  the  region.  Late  in  September,  a  Kentucky  Warbler 
at  Tifft  Nature  Preserv  e  was  reported  across  the  Hotline. 

David  F.  Suggs 
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Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Annual  Treasurers  Report,  1995-1996 

Opening  Balance,  Checking  Account 

*Distribution:  General  Fund  S380.93 

Prothonotary  Fund  2,224.41 

Special  Projects  1 , 1 1 5.98 


Income: 

Dues:  Prothonotary 

General  Fund 

Transfers  from  Prothonotary  to  General  Fund 

Checking  account  interest 

Donations 

Marie  Wendling  Bequest 
Axtell/McVey  Fund  1994  interest 


Yol.  62  No  10 


$3721.32* 


$2,532.50 

670.25 

1,500.00 

59.67 

265.97 

5.000.00 

2,048.00 

$12,076.39 


Expense: 

U.S.  Postal  Service,  bulk  postage  (Prothonotary)  485.00 

Prothonotary  typing  and  printing  expense  (including  $400.00  advance)  1 ,374.99 

Transfers  to  General  from  Prothonotary  Fund  1,500.00 

Program  expense  524.00 

Membership  committee  expense  30.27 

Statistician  expense  7 1 .4 1 

President’s  mail  and  May  count  expense  1 7.00 

Treasurer's  mailing,  deposit  slip  printing  and  October  count  expense  109.78 

Conservation  committee  expense  30.84 

Compiler’s  expense  38.71 

Corresponding  secretary’s  expense  13.52 

Grand  Island  property  tax  294.04 

Membership  pins  33.30 

Donation  of  Birds  of  America  installment  to  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  1 00.00 

Membership  fees:  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs  50.00 

Ornithological  Council  100.00 

Transfer  of  accumulated  donations  to  A.G.  Edwards  265.97 

BOS  Roster  expense:  prize  for  cover  design  36.00 

mailing  expense  13.45 

Donation  to  BSM  for  use  of  our  meeting  room,  1994-95  250.00 

Donation  to  BSM  for  use  of  our  meeting  room,  1995-96  250.00 

Transfer  Marie  Wendling  Bequest  to  Axtell/McVey/Wendling  Fund  5,000.00 

Special  projects  grants  and  expenses  1 .989,55 


$12,577.83 


Checking  account  closing  balance 

** Distribution:  General  Fund  $648.53 

Prothonotary  Fund  1,396.92 

Special  Projects  Fund  1,174.43 

Axtell/McVey/Wendling  Fund  value  as  of  10/9/96 


$3,219.88** 


S  35,656.00 


Michael  Hamilton,  BOS  Treasurer 
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LATE  NESTLING  CLIFF  SWALLOWS 

Observations  in  the  Town  of  Batavia  indicate  that  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  (Region  1)  and  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society  study  area,  the  late  record  for  nestling  Cliff  Swallows  should  be  extended  from  August  l  to 
August  4. 

Since  Cliff  Swallows  fly  at  about  23  days  and  then  may  return  to  the  nest  for  two  or  three  more'  days,  in 
this  article  the  reader  should  be  aware  that  the  word  nestling  will  simply  means  a  young  bird  on  nest  and  not 
neccessarily  a  bird  that  cannot  flv. 

Mike  Galas  and  I  were  birding  at  the  Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon  on  August  4,  1996,  where  we  happened  to 
meet  Gail  Seamans  and  Tom  Harper.  After  observing  rare  in  August  Ring-necked  Duck,  Bufflehead,  Lesser 
Scaup  (2),  and  Ruddy  Duck  (4),  as  well  as,  seven  species  of  sandpipers,  Gail  led  us  to  a  few  of  Batavia's  birding 
hot  spots. 

The  last  stop  was  for  Cliff  Swallows  on  private  property  on  Upton  Road  in  the  Town  of  Batavia.  Here 
Gail  pointed  out  the  curious  construction  of  the  nests.  The  Cliff  Swallow  nests  were  built  on  top  of  old  Barn 
Swallow  nests.  The  older  cup  shaped  Bam  Swallow  nests  were  a  dingy  dark  gray  in  color,  but  several  of  gray 
Bam  Swallow  nests  had  a  newer  looking  lighter  orangish  buff  colored  clay  conopy  built  ov  er  the  top  of  them. 
This  effectly  renovated  the  nests  from  a  cup  shaped  Bam  Swallow  nest  to  the  more  gouard  shaped  Cliff  Swallow 
nests  that  contains  a  smaller  opening  which  is  typical  of  Cliff  Swallow  nests. 

In  one  of  these  nests  there  were  two  nestlings,  w'hich  were  being  fed  by  adult  Cliff  Swallows. 

In  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  study  area  young  Cliff  Swallow  are  found  in  nest(s)  from  July  13  to  August 
1.  The  previous  late  nestling  record  of  August  1  is  based  on  the  work  of  Aretas  A.  Saunders  in  Allegany  State 
Park  (Beardslee  and  Mitchell  1965). 

Batavia  was  not  the  only  place  that  record  breaking  late  nestling  Cliff  Swallows  were  observed  in  1996. 
Tim  Baird  observed  young  Cliff  Swallows  in  a  nest  under  a  picnic  shelter  at  the  Quaker  Lake  area,  during  the 
celabration  of  the  75th  Anniversary  of  Allegany  State  Park  on  August  3,  1996.  Since 77r<?  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds 
in  New  York  State  lists  August  19  as  the  late  date  for  nestling  Cliff  Swallows,  even  later  dates  than  August  3  or  4 
are  likely  in  our  area.  It  is  important  that  B.  O.  S.  members  and  other  area  birders  be  vigalent  in  monitoring  this 
specie's  nesting  habits. 

Literature  Cited 
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submitted  by 
William  W.  Watson 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


Please  welcome  these  new  Associate  Members: 

Joyce  Baer 
720  Parkside  Avenue 
Buffalo,  NY  14216 
Phone:  838-3942 
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Joyce  Siegel 
5  Ma\  fair  Lane 
Buffalo,  NY  14201-1522 
Phone:  883-4463 

Please  note  the  following  address  change: 

Alec  Humann 
72  Lancaster  Ave. 

Buffalo,  NY  885-2998 

BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month. 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Nov.  13:  Kayo  Roy  will  present  a  program  on  Gambell’s  and  St.  Lawrence  Islands  in  Alaska. 

Dec.  1 1:  Our  annual  Holiday  Social.  Bring  a  treat  to  share  and  spend  the  evening  with  your  birding  friends. 

TTT'rTTT'r 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Nov.  24:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS.  For  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  a.m. 

at  Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and 
Bob  Brock  (876-5862). 

Dec.  1:  Sunday.  Buffalo  waterfront  and  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  Leader: 

Dick  Collins  (651-9213). 

Dec.  14:  Saturday.  Beaver  Meadow  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler  David  Junkin  (457-3228  daytime). 

Dec.  15:  Sunday.  B.O.S.  Grand  Island  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Bill  Bogacki  (674-5781). 

Dec.  21:  Saturday.  Hamburg-East  Aurora  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  TBA 

Dec.  27:  Friday.  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Gail  Seamans  (762-9211 

daytime).  Note:  John  Morse  started  this  over  25  years  ago. 

Dec.  29:  Sunday.  Nigara  Falls,  Ont.-NY  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compilers:  Willie  D’ Anna  (73  1-4348)  and 

Kayo  Roy  (905-935-3 1 13). 
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Jan.  5:  Sunday.  Buffalo  waterfront  and  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  Leader: 

Mike  Hamilton  (881-6709) 

Jan.  19:  Sunday  Federation  Waterfowl  Count  target  date.  Any  day  between  Jan.  18  and  Jan.  26  is 

acceptable.  Compiler:  Bill  Burch. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

^ 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  51  Park  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Mam  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHaKs240L.com 
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THE  MONTH:  October,  1996 

The  weather  in  October  was  seasonal  with  no  temperature  extremes  but  precipitation  in  the  form  of  rain  at  the 
Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport  measured  4.22  inches  for  the  period,  1. 13  inches  above  normal,  continuing  a 
trend  for  six  of  the  seven  past  months  in  our  region.  After  a  hot  first  day,  on  October  2nd  a  large  high  pressure 
system  over  the  Great  Lakes  brought  cool  but  pleasant  weather  to  the  region  until  the  residuals  of  Tropical  storm 
Josephine  moved  through  the  northeast  on  the  9th,  bringing  in  its  wake  colder  temperatures  and  intermittent 
rainfall.  There  followed  another  pleasant  interval  of  sunny  and  mild  weather  until  a  cold  front  from  the  Ohio 
Valley  crossed  the  Niagara  Frontier  on  the  18th  where  it  stalled  spreading  cold  moist  air  over  the  region  for  three 
days  during  which  a  one  day  rainfall  at  Buffalo  on  October  19th  measured  1.41  inches.  On  October  30th,  another 
deep  low  pressure  system  from  the  midwest  brought  a  cold  front  which  generated  gale  force  winds  with  gusts  up 
to  50  mph  along  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  Erie  County  causing  local  flooding  and  property  damage.  The 
average  temperature  for  the  month  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport  was  51.7°  (F),  .6  degrees  above 
normal;  the  high  temperature  for  the  month,  78? (F)  was  recorded  on  October  1st;  475  of  possible  sunshine  was 
recorded,  exactly  normal  for  the  period.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport) 
October  began  with  another  exciting  first  record  for  our  study  area.  On  the  morning  of  October  4th,  BOS 
member  Jim  Wojewodski  was  surprised  to  find  a  small  humming  bird  at  a  nectar  feeder  in  the  back  yard  of  his 
residence  on  the  State  Road  (N.Y.  Route  #240)  in  the  Town  of  Colden  in  Erie  County  which  was  dramatically 
different  from  the  local  ruby-throats  usually  patronizing  that  source  of  nourishment.  The  bird,  resplendent  with  a 
bright  rufous  mantle,  rufous  flanks  and  sides  and  a  bright  rufous  tail,  upon  closer  inspection  with  optical 
equipment,  also  had  a  pale  green  crown,  several  small  patches  of  pale  green  plumage  on  its  mantle  behind  the  neck 
and  a  gorget,  bright  iridescent  orange-red  in  color.  Although  he  had  no  previous  field  experience  with  the  bird, 
Wojewodski  concluded  it  was  a  Rufous  Hummingbird,  a  species  known  to  be  a  post-breeding  wanderer  in  the 
central  and  northeastern  states  in  autumn  although  its  breeding  range  is  far  to  the  west  from  Montana  and  Oregon 
to  Alaska.  He  contacted  Bob  Andrle  who  immediately  drove  to  his  residence  and  tentatively  confirmed  the 
identification  as  a  hummingbird  of  the  “ Selaphorus  Complex”  consisting  of  two  species,  the  Rufous 
Hummingbird,  Selaphorus  rufus  and  a  close  congener,  Allen’s  Hummingbird,  Selaphorus  sasin ,  a  “superspecies” 
with  overlapping  breeding-ranges.  Allen's  Hummingbird  has  a  smaller  and  restricted  nesting  range  from  southern 
Oregon  to  a  small  coastal  area  of  California.  A  problem  of  identification  arises  as  S,  rufus  and  S.  sasin  are 
sympatric  in  part  of  their  ranges  in  breeding  season  and  immature  and  female  birds  of  both  species  are  similar 
enough  in  all  plumages  in  the  field  to  be  indistinguishable.  Adult  males  of  the  complex  are  superficially  similar  but 
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the  plumage  on  the  mantle  of  the  Rufous  Hummingbird,  is  predominantly  reddish-brown  in  color  while  Allen's 
Hummingbird  has  an  all  green  mantle.  Both  males  have  green  crowns,  rufous  flanks  and  similar  iridescent 
gorgets,  characters  which  birders  insist  are  secondary  to  mantle  colors  in  separating  the  two  species  in  the  field. 
However,  because  of  evidence  of  hybridization  where  the  breeding  range  of  these  species  overlap,  plumage  on  the 
adult  birds  may  vary  to  a  degree  where  it  is  not  a  reliable  character  for  separation.  The  consensus  of  systematists 
working  with  the  complex  is  that  the  only  reliable  character  to  separate  the  species  in  the  Selaphorus  Complex  is 
the  width  of  the  outermost  tail  feathers  which  tend  to  be  narrower  in  Allen’s.  With  this  in  mind,  Andrle  took  a 
senes  of  photographs  of  the  Hummingbird  at  the  Wojewodski  feeder,  sending  copies  of  those  pnnts  portraying 
portions  of  the  tail  feathers  to  Kimball  Garrett  at  the  Los  Angeles  County  Museum  and  Nancy  Newfield  at 
Louisiana  State  University,  both  experts  in  hummingbird  identification,  who  concurred  that  the  width  of  the  bird’s 
tail  feathers  fall  within  the  parameters  establishing  it  as  an  adult  Rufous  Hummingbird  and  the  Society's 
statisticians  will  accept  it  as  a  first  record  for  our  study  area  pending  approval  by  the  State  Avian  Records 
Committee.  Two  previous  records  of  sightings  of  this  species  in  downstate  New  York  have  been  accepted  by  the 
committee.  Since  1983,  records  of  vagrant  Rufous  Hummingbirds  in  the  Province  of  Ontario  have  been  virtually 
annual,  including  one  which  remained  at  a  feeder  in  Grimsby  from  October  1st  to  December  12th,  1990.  Jim 
Wojewodski  advised  the  writer  that  his  bird  remained  on  the  premises  until  November  21st. 

Petrels  and  Sooty  Terns  may  be  just  a  memory  but  the  region  had  a  number  of  jaeger  sightings  in  October, 
making  it  one  of  the  best  months  in  recent  memory  for  these  infrequent  pelagic  migrants  in  autumn.  The  BOS  field 
tnp  along  the  Lake  Ontario  shore  in  Niagara  and  Orleans  counties  led  by  Willie  D'  Anna  on  October  26th  was  a 
banner  day  for  the  participants  hoping  to  see  these  birds.  The  trip  had  an  auspicious  start  at  the  Barker 
Bicentennial  Park  at  the  foot  of  Quaker  Road  in  the  Town  of  Somerset  in  Niagara  with  sightings  of  both  immature 
and  adult  Pomarine  Jaegers  flying  among  the  Herring  Gulls  some  one  half  mile  distant  on  Lake  Ontario.  These 
birds  and  a  Parasitic  Jaeger  in  juvenile  plumage  were  easily  picked  out  by  their  smaller  body  dimensions  and  dark 
color.  In  the  early  afternoon,  a  second  juvenile  Parasitic  Jaeger  was  seen  in  Lake  Ontario,  one  half  mile  offshore 
from  the  Hamlet  of  Shadigee  in  the  Town  of  Yates  in  Orleans  County.  The  distance  between  bird  and  observer  in 
these  instances  is  compensated  for  with  powerful  state-of-the-art  spotting  scopes  which  are  now  as  common  as 
Peterson  Field  Guides  in  the  mneties  bird-watcher’s  field  gear.  When  the  trip  participants  paused  for  lunch  on  the 
Countyline  Road  between  the  Towns  of  Yates  and  Somerset,  they  were  thrilled  by  the  sight  of  an  immature 
Golden  Eagle  flying  low  over  their  heads  at  a  leisurely  pace;  it  was  a  life  bird  for  many  of  those  present.  On  the 
morning  Or  October  31st,  in  the  wake  of  the  violent  storm  that  caused  water  and  wind  damage  along  the  south 
shore  of  Lake  Erie  on  the  previous  day,  Mike  Turisk  went  to  Woodlawn  Beach  State  Park  on  the  lake  shore  in  the 
Town  or  Hamburg  where,  braving  a  stiff  west,  southwest  wind,  he  detected  two  jaegers  among  the  gulls  making 
heavy  weather  of  it  over  the  turbulent  waters.  Turisk  noted  morphological  differences  in  the  jaegers  which 
convinced  him  that  he  was  looking  at  two  of  the  three  species  that  have  been  seen  here  since  early  September.  He 
identified  the  larger  bird  with  its  stout  body  dimensions,  blunt  tail  and  “deep  slow  wingbeat”  as  a  Pomarine  Jaeger 
while  the  second  jaeger,  with  its  longer  wings,  long  slender  body  and  “buoyant,  almost  errortless  flight”  and 
central  retrices  “obviously  longer  than  the  rest  of  the  tail”  was  the  rarest  of  the  three  species  to  occur  on  the 
Niagara  Frontier,  a  Long-tailed  Jaeger.  Both  species  were  life  birds  for  him. 


Joseph  Thill 


Erratum 

Prothonotary ,  October,  1996  (Vol.  62:10)  Page  110,  2d  paragraph  line 3,  change  “...of  September  9th...” 
to  “...of  September  8th...”;  Page  111,  1st  paragraph,  line  12,  change:  “On  September  8th...”  to  “On  September 
9th...”. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  ( B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-throated  Loon 

26 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

Common  Loon 

12 

17 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

6 

38 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Homed  Grebe 

12 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

20 

4 

Batavia  WWTP 

(Waste  Water  Treatment  Plant) 

Morgante  (BOS) 

44 

22 

17 

Somerset  Twp. 

Roberson 

D-crest  Cormorant 

1,22 

971,482 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Least  Bittern 

28 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

Great  Egret 

5,22 

9,3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante,  Roberson 

44 

6 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Skalicky 

44 

7,24 

5,1 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

44 

11 

4 

Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Hess 

44 

27 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Green  Heron 

6 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Hamilton 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

17 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Mute  Swan 

20 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante  (BOS) 

Snow  Goose 

5F 

3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

44 

27 

1 

Aurora  Twp. 

Harper,  Seamans 

American  Black  Duck 

22 

30 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Roberson 

Blue- winged  Teal 

27 

4 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Northern  Shoveler 

6,20 

100.200 

Batavia  WWTP 

Skalicky,  Morgante 
D’Anna,  Potter 

Canvasback 

17F 

55 

Niagara  Falls 

44 

27 

5 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Redhead 

5 

3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Ring-necked  Duck 

17 

25 

Niagara  Falls 

Greater  Scaup 

17 

800 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

22 

203 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Roberson 

Oldsquaw 

12F 

22 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

17 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Black  Scoter 

12F 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

19 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Harper 

44 

22 

5 

Somerset  Twp. 

Roberson 

44 

26 

1 

Shadigee 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

Surf  Scoter 

12F 

16 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

17 

3 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

44 

22 

104  males 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna 

44 

26 

10 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 
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Name  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

White- winged  Scoter 

12 

600 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Common  Goldeneye 

17 

4 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Bufflehead 

17F 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Hooded  Merganser 

99 

14 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Roberson 

Common  Merganser 

7 

0 

4m* 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

20 

8 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante  (BOS) 

Red-br.  Merganser 

12 

16 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Rudd}'  Duck 

5,20 

70,250 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

44 

9 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

22 

8 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Roberson 

44 

27 

40 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Turkey  Vulture 

27L 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Bald  Eagle 

7,20 

1,2  ad. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  Morgante  (BOS) 

44 

26 

1  ad. 

Zoar  Valley 

Noville 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

19F 

1 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Rew,  Horbett 

44 

19F 

2 

Yates  Twp. 

Harper 

Golden  Eagle 

26 

1  imm. 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

Common  Moorhen 

6 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

American  Coot 

6 

217 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Black-bellied  Plover 

6 

14 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

12 

23 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

20 

6 

Pendleton  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

26 

4 

Wood  lawn  Beach  S.P. 

Skalicky 

Amer.  Golden-Plover 

5 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

44 

6 

2 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

20,26 

5,1 

Pendieton  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell,  D’Anna 

44 

20 

3 

Newstead  Twp. 

Morgante  (BOS) 

44 

26 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Skalicky 

Semipalmated  Plover 

5 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

26 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

44 

27 

6 

Newstead  Twp. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

5,20L 

10,1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

6 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Skalicky 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

20,26L 

6,2 

Pendleton  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell,  D’Anna 

44 

26 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

Dunlin 

5,6 

4,4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante,  Skiicky 

44 

6 

1 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

12 

3 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

12 

5 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Skalicky 

44 

20 

46 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Turisk 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

6L 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Skalicky 

Dowitcher  species 

5 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

*Pomarine  Jaeger 

26 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Morgante(BOS) 

44 

31 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Turisk 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

26 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante  (BOS) 

Long-tailed  Jaeger 

31 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Turlask 

Jaeger  species 

26 

2-3 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

44 

26 

1 

Shadigee 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

44 

31 

4 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Turisk 

Franklin’s  Gull 

31 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Turisk 

Little  Gull 

27 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

44 

30 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna 

Common  Tern 

31 

2 

Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Hamilton 
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Name  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Nighthawk 

1 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgan  te 

44 

7L 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Ruby-tr.  Hummingbird 

4L 

1 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

*  Rufous  Hummingbird  4  1  ad.  male 

(First  record  for  BOS  Study  Area) 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodski 

44 

4,5 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

44 

4 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

4,6 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

6 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

Roberson  et  al 

44 

13 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

Roy  et  al 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

1 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Rew 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

1 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Rew 

Tree  Swallow 

5 

300 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

44 

6 

3 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

N.  Rough-w.  Swallow 

20L 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Tunsk 

Bam  Swallow 

5 

5 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Common  Raven 

2,28 

1,1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

44 

14 

2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

26 

1 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Rew 

House  Wren 

11 

1 

Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Hess 

Marsh  Wren 

7 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Eastern  Bluebird 

27 

7 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

17L 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Hermit  Thrush 

3 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

12 

8 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Gray  Catbird 

3 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

44 

3 

2 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

Northern  Mockingbird 

2 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Hess 

44 

7 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

American  Pipit 

6 

1 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

12 

5 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

20 

75 

Newstead  Twp. 

Morgante  (BOS) 

Northern  Shrike 

20F 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante  (BOS) 

Solitary  Vireo 

12 

2 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

20L 

2 

Salamanca 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

17 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

44 

22L 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

4L 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Nashville  Warbler 

14L 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Magnolia  Warbler 

23L 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

22L 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

Pine  Warbler 

6 

2 

Evangola  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

44 

9L 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Palm  Warbler 

14L 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Common  Y  ellowthroat 

14-21 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

6L 

1 

Evangola  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

Eastern  Towhee 

12 

2 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Vesper  Sparrow 

20 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante(BOS) 

44 

25 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Fox  Sparrow 

15 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

44 

18 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

20 

1 

Salamanca 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Fox  Sparrow 

20 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante  (BOS) 

44 

22 

3 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

44 

27 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

29 

3 

Amity  Twp. 

V&MPitzrick 

Lapland  Longspur 

20 

1 

Pendleton  Twp. 

S.  O’Donnell 

44 

26 

10 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna(BOS) 

Snow  Bunting 

26F 

50 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna(BOS) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

6,27 

300,20 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson,  Yoerg 

44 

22 

4 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

Red  Crossbill 

26 

10 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . . 277 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  . .  2 

Total  for  year . 279 


Report  of  the  61st  Annual  B.O.S.  October  Bird  Count 

Date:  October  13,  1996  Compilers:  Mike  Hamilton,  Gerry  Rising,  Terry  Yonker 

Weather:  During  the  week  prior  to  the  Count  tropical  storm  Josephine  moved  out  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  across  Florida,  and 
offshore  of  Nova  Scotia  by  Tuesday.  Record  high  temperatures  were  recorded  dining  the  week  in  the  western  plains  and  central  Rocky 
Mountains.  A  cold  front  moved  through  the  Great  Lakes  midweek  pushed  by  a  cold  dome  of  high  pressure  that  settled  into  the 
Southeast.  A  west  to  east  zonal  flow  predominated  at  the  jet  stream  level  during  the  week.  On  Saturday  a  low  pressure  area  was 
situated  over  Lake  Superior  with  a  trailing  cold  front  that  extended  southwest  through  Wisconsin  and  into  the  Dakotas.  The 
combination  of  the  low  and  stationary  high  produced  a  strong  surface  flow  of  relatively  warm,  dry  air  that  moved  out  ahead  of  the  front 
and  into  the  Count  area  by  daybreak  Sunday.  Partly  cloudy  skies,  warm  temperatures,  and  brisk  southwest  winds  (with  gusts  to  25 
mph)  were  the  pattern  for  the  day.  Stronger  winds  and  gusts  were  reported  in  Buffalo.  Radar  indicated  no  organized  precipitation  was 
present  in  the  area  during  the  Count  period. 

Niagara  Falls  International  Airport  Weather  Observations,  Sunday,  October  13,  1996 

Sunrise:  7:26  am  edt  Sunset:  6:33  pm  edt  Moon:  waxing  crescent 


Time  Conditions  Temp  (°F)  Dew  Point  (°F)  Humidity  (%)  Pressure  (in  Hg)  Wind  (mph) 


12:00  am 

Cloudy 

55 

46 

72 

30.15 

S  @  8 

3:00  am 

Partly  Cloudy 

55 

46 

72 

30.13 

SSW  @  9 

6:00  am 

Cloudy 

59 

48 

67 

29.11 

SW  @  12 

9:00  am 

Mostly  Cloudy 

59 

50 

72 

30.10 

SW  @  13,  gusts  to  20 

12:00  pm 

Mostly  Cloudy 

64 

52 

65 

30.10 

SW  @  17,  gusts  to  25 

3:00  pm 

Partly  Cloudy 

66 

54 

65 

30.04 

SW  @  16,  gusts  to  25 

6:00  pm 

Partly  Cloudy 

68 

52 

57 

30.00 

SW  @  16,  gusts  to  22 

9:00  pm 

Partly  Cloudy 

59 

52 

78 

29.95 

SSW  @  12 

Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  together  with  the  number  of  individuals  tabulated.  Bold  face 
names  indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verifications  were  received.  F  represents  first  and  L  last  dates  for  the  fall 
migration,  *  first  date  for  the  year.  Where  a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  are  given  in 
parentheses. 
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Loons 

-  Ducks 

Red-throated  Loon 

F 

1 

0] 

Blue-wingedTeal 

7 

[3,13,23] 

Common  Loon 

8 

P] 

unspecified  teal 

38 

[10] 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

100 

Northern  Shoveler 

271 

[5,13,23] 

Homed  Grebe 

23 

Gadwall 

11 

[1,5] 

Red-neckedGrebe 

17 

[1] 

Amen  can  Wigeon 

1017 

Double  -crested  Cormorant 

898 

Redhead 

4 

[21] 

Great  Blue  Heron 

98 

Ring-necked  Duck 

131 

Great  Egret 

4 

[5,9,13] 

Greater  Scaup 

207 

Green  Heron 

L 

3 

[11,19,21] 

Lesser  Scaup 

33 

[13,21,22] 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron 

2 

[11,26] 

Oidsquaw 

11 

[3.7] 

Tundra  Swan 

F 

7 

[13,15,17] 

Black  Scoter 

1 

[6] 

Mute  Swan 

1 

[6] 

White-winged  Scoter 

340 

[3,4] 

Snow  Goose 

9 

[3,10,15] 

unspecified  scoters 

12 

P] 

Canada  Goose 

13404 

Common  Goldeneye  F 

3 

[8] 

Wood  Duck 

248 

Hooded  Merganser 

1 

[13] 

Green-winged  T  eal 

102 

Common  Merganser 

55 

American  Black  Duck 

89 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

29 

Mallard 

2880 

Ruddy  Duck 

294 

Northern  Pintail 

38 

unspecified  waterfowl 

25 

P] 

Vultur 

es  -  Coots 

Turkey  Vulture 

394 

unspecified  buteos 

1 

[18] 

Osprey 

5  [14,18,27] 

American  Kestrel 

53 

Northern  Harrier 

23 

unspecified  falcons 

3 

[8,13] 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

31 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

16 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

6 

Ruffed  Grouse 

23 

unspecified  accipiters 

1  [4] 

Wild  Turkey 

70 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

3  [28] 

American  Coot 

986 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

146 

Plovers 

-  Terns 

Black-bellied  Plover 

11  [2,7,10] 

Common  Snipe 

4 

[8,19] 

American  Golden-Plover 

52  [5] 

American  Woodcock 

6 

Semipalmated  Plover 

L 

5  [6,13] 

Red  Phalarope 

1 

[23] 

Killdeer 

313 

unspecified  jaeger 

1 

[3] 

Greater  Y  eilowlegs 

17 

Little  Gull 

2 

[3] 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

11  [1.13] 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

958 

Red  Knot 

L 

1  [8] 

Ring-billed  Gull 

11688 

Sanderling 

27 

Herring  Gull 

420 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

L 

3  [8] 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

167 

Least  Sandpiper 

L 

6  [1,13] 

unspecified  gulls 

2 

[18] 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

L 

2  [13] 

Caspian  Tern 

1 

[20] 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

6  [1,5,8] 

Common  Tem 

19 

[3,9] 

Dunlin 

52 
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Rock  Dove 
Mourning  Dove 
Eastern  Screech-Ow  l 
Great  Homed  Owl 
Barred  Owl 
Chimney  Swift 
Belted  Kingfisher 
Red  -  headedWoodpecker 
Red-bellied  W  oodpecker 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 


Blue  Jay 
American  Crow 
Common  Raven 
Black-capped  Chickadee 
Tufted  Titmouse 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch 
White-breasted  Nuthatch 
Brown  Creeper 
House  Wren 
Winter  Wren 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
unspecified  kinglets 


Solitary  Vireo 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

Orange -crowned  Warbler 

Nashville  Warbler 

Northern  Parula  L 

Magnolia  Warbler 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 


C 

Northern  Cardinal 
Eastern  Towhee 
.American  Tree  Sparrow 
Chipping  Sparrow 
Field  Sparrow 
Vesper  Sparrow 
Savannah  Sparrow 
Fox  Sparrow 


Doves  -  Swallows 


2110 

Downy  Woodpecker 

147 

1121 

Hairy  W  oodpecker 

21 

4 

[3,13] 

Northern  Flicker 

93 

5 

[3,9,27] 

Pilea  ted  Woodpecker 

6 

2 

[23,28] 

Eas  tem  Wood-Pe  wee 

3 

[9,13,14] 

46 

[1.9] 

Eastern  Phoebe 

28 

43 

Homed  Lark 

147 

3 

[5,20,28] 

Tree  Swallow 

L  227 

[1.9,10] 

11 

Barn  Swallow 

L  4 

[131 

3 

[8,11,26] 

J 

ays  - 

Starlings 

1460 

Eastern  Bluebird 

202 

3831 

Veery 

1 

[13] 

14 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

1 

[8] 

1166 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

3 

[4,11,14] 

29 

Hermit  Thrush 

67 

43 

Wood  Thrush 

2 

[28] 

160 

American  Robin 

1814 

47 

Gray  Catbird 

18 

8 

Northern  Mockingbird 

9 

26 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

[21] 

229 

American  Pipit 

193 

265 

Cedar  Wax  wing 

1053 

4 

[20] 

European  Starling 

31174 

v  i 
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Warblers 

10 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

670 

5 

Black-thr.  Green  Warbler 

L 

4 

6 

[3,4,20] 

Palm  Warbler 

12 

12 

Bay-breastedWarbler 

L 

1 

[11] 

2 

[3,11] 

American  Redstart 

L 

3 

[8,27] 

8 

[3,13] 

Common  Yellow  throat 

4 

11 

unspecified  warblers 

4 

[20] 

d  i  n  a  1  s  - 

House  Sparrows 

262 

Dark-eyed  J  unco 

678 

25 

Lapland  Longs  pur  F 

4  P] 

1  [1] 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

12145 

168 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

103 

22 

Rusty  Blackbird 

90 

6 

Common  Crackle 

3004 

29 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

1220 

3  [3,13 

Purple  Finch 

45 

128 


Song  Sparrow 

656 

House  Finch 

820 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

L 

8 

Red  Crossbill 

1 

P] 

Swamp  Sparrow 

79 

Pine  Siskin 

3 

[25] 

Whi  te  -throated  Sparrow 

1099 

American  Goldfinch 

1012 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

135 

House  Sparrow 

1963 

unspecified  sparrows 

46  [10,17,20] 

unspecified  birds 

36 

[8,17,20] 

Summary  Information  -  Total  Species  Observed  -  153 

Total  Individual  Birds  Observed  -106,219 

Comparisons  -  As  compared  with  October  Bird  Counts  dating  back  to  1935  (no  count  was  recorded  in  1951)  and  with  counts  for  the 
decade  1985-1994,  the  following  results  are  highlighted  (in  what  follows  the  unmodified  word  count  represents  the  overall 
60  year  count): 

Overall  -  Species  observed:  153,  just  below  decade  average  154  but  well  above  count  average  140.  Total  individuals:  106,219,  well 
down  from  last  year’s  166,545, 24%  below  decade  average  140,235  but  56%  above  count  average  100,568.  Native  non- 
passerines:  37,451,  20%  down  from  decade  average  47,051  but  43%  up  from  count  average  26,101.  Native  passerines: 
32,649, 33%  down  from  decade  average  50389  and  16%  down  from  count  average  38,779.  Non-native  species:  34,120, 
down  20%  from  decade  average  42,752  and  down  4%  from  count  average  35,649. 

Loons  -  Ducks  -  Red-throated  Loon  1,  first  recorded  since  1  in  1946,  only  recorded  3  times.  Common  Loon  8,  up  from  last  year’s 
1,  but  still  well  below  decade  average  59,  count  average  18.  Red-necked  Grebe  17,  count  max,  previous  max  9  in  1985.  Double- 
crested  Cormorant  898,  count  max  but  at  least  what  appeared  to  be  exponential  growth  slowed,  last  year’s  count  846.  Tundra 
Swan  7,  decade  max.  Blue-winged  Teal  7,  decade  min,  decade  average  57,  count  average  87  (but  note  38  unidentified  teal). 
Northern  Shoveler  271,  count  max,  previous  max  144  in  1994.  Greater  Scaup  207,  decade  min.  Total  scaup  240,  min  since 
1971.  Oldsquaw  11,  decade  max  but  below  count  average  13.  Ruddy  Duck  294,  third  highest  to  428  in  1950  and  721  in  1949. 


Raptors  -  Rails  -  Raptors  666,  third  highest  for  entire  count,  overall  high  787  in  1991.  Turkey  Vulture  394,  count  max,  previous 
max  267  last  year.  Bald  Eagle  not  recorded  for  the  first  time  since  1984.  Northern  Harrier  23,  decade  min.  Cooper’s  Hawk  6,  decade 
min.  American  Kestrel  53,  decade  min.  Wild  Turkey  70,  remarkably  down  from  last  year’s  count  max  636.  Surely  this  is  an 
aberration.  Common  Moorhen  not  recorded  for  the  first  time  in  this  decade. 

Plovers  -  Terns  -  Shorebirds  517,  decade  low,  previous  low  776  last  year,  decade  average  904.  Most  of  this  drop  found  in  Killdeer 
3 13,  decade  low,  previous  low  577  in  1993.  Herring  Gull  420,  decade  low.  Caspian  Tern  1,  first  record  since  1970.  Common  Tem 
19,  decade  low. 

Doves  -  Swallows  -  Mourning  Dove  1121,  near  decade  low  of  1 1 19  in  1994,  decade  average  1766.  Hairy  Woodpecker  2 1 ,  decade 
low,  decade  average  37.  Homed  Lark  147,  decade  max.  Bam  Swallow  4,  decade  max. 

JAYS  -  Starlings  -  Common  Raven  14,  count  max.  Black-capped  Chickadee  1 166,  decade  min.  No  Carolina  Wrens  were  recorded 
for  the  first  time  since  1985,  surely  a  result  of  the  stresses  of  last  winter.  American  Robin  1814,  decade  min,  certainly  the  reason 
for  the  decade  minimum  in  thrushes  2088.  The  chart  displays  the  annual  totals  for  selected  half-hardies 
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(southern  birds  that  have  moved  into  the  region)  and  shows  how  these  birds  respond  to  difficult  winters  even  following  a  breeding 
season.  Note  the  slow  increase  in  numbers  of  these  species,  but  the  complete  absence  of  all  three  species  after  the  difficult  winters 
of  1977  and  1978  and  the  significant  drop  this  year  from  last  year’s  high. 

VlREOS  -  Warblers  -  Red-eyed  Vireo  5,  decade  max.  Orange -crowned  Warbler  6,  decade  max.  Nashville  Warbler  12,  decade  max. 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  1 1,  decade  max. 

Cardinals  -  House  Sparrows  -  Chipping  Sparrow  168,  decade  min,  decade  average  335.  Field  Sparrow  22,  decade  min,  decade 
average  1 17.  Rusty  Blackbird  90,  decade  min,  decade  average  511.  Purple  Finch  45,  decade  min,  decade  average  85.  House  Finch 
820,  decade  min,  decade  average  1569,  possibly  a  result  of  the  widespread  conjunctivitis  in  this  species. 

Sections  and  Observers:  Names  of  section  compilers  are  in  boldface. 

1.  Fonthill,  ON:  William  Broderick,  David  Cooper,  Lynne  Landon 

2.  Thorold,  ON:  Gerry  Rising 

3.  Wilson,  NY :  Willie  D’  Anna,  Jerald  Farrell,  Susan  Farrell,  Julie  Horn,  William  Horn,  Michael  Morgante,  Betsy  Potter, 
Michael  Turisk 

4.  Middleport,  NY:  Robert  Brock,  Jan  O’Connell,  William  Watson 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  NY :  Don  Brasure,  Bill  Burch,  Dick  Christensen,  Peggy  Christensen,  Morgan  Jones,  Bob  Lipp,  Blake  Reeves, 
Marion  Smith 

6.  Port  Maitland,  ON:  Robert  Andrle,  Joseph  Thill 

7.  Lowbanks,  ON:  Brad  Clement,  Mike  Hamilton,  Jack  Mansfield 

8.  Fort  Erie,  ON:  Michael  Zebehazy 

9.  Grand  Island,  NY:  Paul  Benham 

10.  Akron,  NY :  Ed  Crohn,  Susan  O’Donnell,  Thomas  O’Donnell,  Don  Roberson,  Mary  Ann  Stegmeier,  John  Welte,  Martha 

Welte,  Paul  Ziebart,  Virginia  Ziebart 

11.  Buffalo,  NY:  Michael  Davis,  Marjorie  Harwitz,  Mitchell  Harwitz,  Alec  Humann 

12.  Lancaster,  NY :  Ann  Bauer,  Marion  Bee,  Tom  Harper 

13.  Batavia,  NY:  Douglas  Beattie,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  Marie  Johnson,  Alice  McKale,  Cathy  Muller,  Marjorie  Pixley,  Gail 

Seamans,  Don  Thurau 

14.  Hamburg,  NY :  Ken  Brandes,  Adelade  Hunley,  Erma  Kern,  Robert  Leonard,  Glenna  Leous,  Sandy  Radigan,  Audrey  Segebarth, 

Barbara  Walker,  Margaret  Wooley 

15.  Java,  NY :  Bill  Bogacki,  Ed  Ratajczak,  Art  Rosche,  Olga  Rosche 

16.  Angola,  NY:  Audrey  Horbett,  Fran  Rew 

17.  Cattaraugus,  NY:  Bert  Schweigert 

18.  Delavan,  NY:  Bruce  Chilton 

19.  Fillmore,  NY :  Lucile  Bailey,  Roy  Bielewicz,  Faye  Clancy,  Barbara  Cronk,  Lois  Crouch,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Emmons,  Alice 

Evans,  Lyle  Hotchkiss,  Janet  Lang,  Betty  Miller,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholson,  Barbara  Phillippi,  Vesta  Rice,  Elaine  Smith,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Emmette  Smith,  Oliver  Williams,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Wilson,  Larry  Wilson,  Jean  Wilson,  Richard  Wilson 

20.  Dunkirk,  NY :  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club:  Sylvia  Clarke,  Paul  Farver,  Joanne  Goetz,  Joe  Gula,  Terry  Mahoney,  Terry  Mosher, 

Lucille  Neveu,  Thomas  O’Connell,  Marilyn  Pecoraro,  Audrey  Schafer,  Jeanie  Smith,  Keith  Stock,  Doris  Welch,  Tom  Welch 
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21.  Cherry  Creek,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Dan  Cordosi,  Julie  Heilman,  Ranjit  Latia,  Jessie  Nelson,  Linda  O’Brien,  Jean 

Pigman,  Carol  Roby,  Bill  Seleen,  Bob  Sundell 

22.  Sherman,  NY':  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Dan  Cordosi,  Ranjit  Latia,  Linda  O’Brien,  Bob  Sundell 

23.  Frewsburg,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Dan  Cordosi,  Barbara  Henderson,  Ranjit  Latia,  Jeremy  Maggio,  Steve  Maggio, 

Jean  Pigman,  Bob  Sundell,  Peter  Yoerg 

24.  Salamanca,  NY  and  Allegany  State  Park:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird 

25.  Allegany,  NY:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird,  Harriet  Donnelly,  Arlene  Knittle,  Cora  Moser,  Jacob  Moser,  Clara 

Vales 

26.  Cuba,  NY:  Doris  Burton,  Mary  Jordan,  Ann  Scott,  Morris  Scott,  Bruce  Smalley 

27.  Bolivar,  NY :  Daniel  Babcock,  Harold  Babcock,  Margaret  Barnett,  Doris  Burton,  Estella  Cronauer,  Fritz  Cronauer,  Doris 

Hurlburt,  Norman  Ives,  Claribel  James,  Don  King,  Helen  Link,  Lillian  Simons,  Jake  Strong 

28.  Alfred,  NY :  Mallery  Adams,  Mary  Adams,  Russ  Allen,  Dorothy  Bayless,  Fred  Bayless,  Ellen  Baker,  Warren  Bouck,  Betty  Brown, 

Betsy  Brooks,  Doris  Burton,  Dale  Coats,  Carla  Coch,  Diane  Converso,  Jim  Copenheaver,  Cynthia  Culley,  Paul  Culley, 
Elsie  Cushing,  Val  Cushing,  Ty  Davenport,  Ann  Eisenhardt,  Jamie  Eisenhardt,  Peg  Eisenhardt,  Dorotha  Fanton,  Pete  Finlay, 
Terry  Finlay,  Keegan  Fleming,  Walt  Franklin,  Matt  Hotchkiss,  Sandra  Hotchkiss,  Elsie  Kent,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Katherine 
Klingensmith,  Margaret  Klingensmith,  Mark  Klingensmith,  Ellen  Lamb,  Barry  Lash,  Hanna  Lash,  Martha  Lash,  Rachel  Lash, 
Ken  Maine,  Ken  McClure,  Marian  McClure,  Mary  Ormsby,  Lyle  Palmiter,  Thelma  Palmiter,  Sean  Phelan,  Ann  Pipal,  Bob 
Pipal,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Dan  Ramsey,  Danielle  Ramsey,  Evelyn  Ramsey,  Nicole  Ramsey,  Ona  Reynolds,  Ernest  Rositzke, 
Lynn  Rositzke,  Nancy  Rouse,  Vi  Sharrett,  Helen  Shear,  Norb  Shear,  Mary  Shields,  Pete  Shields,  Connor  Stevens,  Bruce 
Taggart,  Wilma  Taggart,  Wilma  Taggart,  Tim  Tim  brook,  Bea  Thompson,  Linda  Travers,  Suzanne  Wood 

Total  Number  of  Observers:  224 


Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  October  1996 

After  the  September  Hotline  alerts  regarding  Atlantic  coastal  and  pelagic  species  on  Lake  Erie,  October 
brought  a  wayward  migrant  from  an  even  greater  distance,  the  Pacific  coast.  October  4,  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society  member  Jim  Wojewodski  found  a  male  Rufous/Allen's  Hummingbird  at  his  backyard  nectar  feeder  in 
Colden.  Jim  was  willing  to  allow  visitors  from  the  Society  to  his  home,  so  word  of  the  discovery  spread  through 
the  Hotline. 

Just  as  the  identification  of  the  Rufous/Allen's  Hummingbird  was  approached  with  necessary  caution, 
several  of  the  significant  fall  birds  reported  to  Dial-a-Bird  were  prudently  identified  only  as  Ibis,  Dowitcher, 
Jaeger  and  Empidonax  species.  October  also  provided  this  year's  only  Dial-a-Bird  report  of  Sedge  Wren,  at 
Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge. 

David  F.  Suggs 


Lake  Ontario  Plain 
October  26,  1996 

It  was  a  beautiful  day  for  this  annual  trip  -  sunny  with  light  winds.  Twenty-two  birders  embarked  on  a  journey 
to  eastern  Niagara  and  western  Orleans  counties.  I  was  concerned  that  I  might  be  in  a  rut  with  this  trip  and  that 
perhaps  we  should  try  western  Niagara  County  for  a  change.  As  it  turned  out  my  worry  was  unfounded.  In  fact  I 
was  reminded  of  why  this  trip  never  really  gets  old. 

After  brief  stops  to  look  over  Red-winged  Blackbirds  and  a  flock  of  gulls  for  anything  different,  we  arrived  at 
Barker  Bicentennial  Park,  located  at  the  foot  of  Quaker  Road  in  the  Town  of  Somerset.  The  waterfowl  migration 
was  decent  and  there  were  some  birds  on  the  water  as  well.  Lines  of  White-winged  Scoters  contained  a  few  Surf 
Scoters  and  groups  of  Scaup,  mostly  Greater,  and  Red-breasted  Mergansers  flew  past.  There  were  a  few  distant 
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Oldsquaw  as  well  as  Bufflehead  and  Common  Goldeneye.  On  the  water,  a  few  Common  Loons  and  Homed 
Grebes  kept  us  entertained  until  Mike  Mprgante  spotted  the  first  of  four  or  five  jaegers.  We  had  lengthy,  if  distant, 
scope  views  of  these  avian  pirates  as  they  flew  about,  sometimes  giving  terrific  chase  to  a  gull.  My  determination 
was  that  we  had  one  adult  and  one  juvenile  Pomenne  Jaeger.  The  others  I  did  not  see  well  enough  to  call.  Mike, 
who  actually  spotted  all  the  jaegers,  felt  that  at  least  one  of  the  others  was  a  Parasitic.  Between  the  excitement  of 
the  jaeger  sightings,  a  Red-throated  Looff^ill  in  breeding  plumage  was  found  well  off-shore. 

At  Golden  Hill  State  Park  we  adde&a  yariety  of  common  passerines,  including  both  kinglets.  White -throated 
Sparrow,  Winter  Wren,  and  Cedar  Waxwmg.  Looking  out  over  Lake  Ontario  from  the  cliffs  produced  nothing 


definitely  new,  though  an 
seem  long-necked  and  1 


ed  debate  about  whether  it  was  a  Red-necked  or  a  Horned.  It  did 
on  the  bill,  all  indicators  of  Red-necked.  However,  the 


together  our  know 
Rather  than  enj 

over  to  Countyline  Rdarf' where 
traditional  hotspot  for  field  birds 
However,  we  also  has  a  small  hawk  miff 


plumage  was  that  of  a  classic  winterftehed  ©febe  Wifi  a  clean  white  neck  and  cheek  and  a  dark  crown  as  well  as 
a  red  eye.  Though  opinirins  differed  the  bird,  th#discussion  was  not  all  heated,  just  informative  -  a  pooling 

1  that  some  birds  you  just  have  to  let  go. 

Iden  H&1  looking  out  over  the  lake,  I  ordered  the  troops  to  march 
lunch T5n  the  shoulder  next  to  the  fields  of  manure.  This  is  the 
managed  some  fly-by  Homed  Larks  and  an  American  Pipit. 
^  Interestingly,  the  hawks  will  migrate  to  some  extent  on  the  south 
shore  of  Lake  Ontario  in  the  fall.  Our  raptors  included  Red-tailed  Hawk,  American  Kestrel,  a  dark-morph  Rough¬ 
legged  Hawk,  a  Turkey  Vulture,  one  Cooper’s  Hawk,  and  the  highlight  of  the  trip  -  a  spectacular  close  immature 
Golden  Eagle!  The  eagle  crossed  the  road  heading  west,  then  went  into  an  awesome  stoop,  pulling  out  before 
reaching  the  ground.  This  was  the  first  Golden  Eagle  I  have  ever  seen  in  the  B.O.S.  region  in  the  fall.  Everyone 
had  a  great  look  at  this  bird! 

Shadigee  produced  another  jaeger  and  our  only  Black  Scoter  of  the  day.  Fields  along  Foss  Road  in  the  Town 
of  Yates  held  a  Greater  Yellowlegs,  a  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  several  Homed  Larks,  50  Snow  Buntings,  and  ten 
Lapland  Longspurs.  In  the  woods  nearby,  six  Eastern  Bluebirds  and  a  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  were  tallied.  Our 
last  stop  was  at  the  front  of  Yates-Carlton  Townline  Road,  where  we  had  a  few  Bufflehead  and  Common 
Goldeneye  but  nothing  new. 

This  trip  reminded  me  that  with  migration,  you  never  know  what  to  expect.  Incredibly,  with  all  the  searching 
on  Lake  Ontario  that  I  have  done  in  the  region,  I  have  only  had  a  single  jaeger  before  this  autumn.  Light  southeast 
winds  are  not  the  best  for  looking  for  jaegers,  yet  we  had  five  or  six  on  the  day!  In  fact,  before  this  day  I  would 
have  said  that  southeast  was  about  the  worst  direction.  And,  although  I  have  had  migrating  hawks  in  the  fall,  they 
have  almost  always  come  on  west  or  southwest  winds.  The  more  I  think  I  know  about  migration  on  the  Lake 
Ontario  plain,  the  more  I  realize  how  much  more  there  is  still  to  learn.  And  the  best  part  about  it  is  that  there  will 
always  be  surprises. 

Willie  D’Anna 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Notes  With  Sadness  the  Passing  of: 

Mary  Saville 

An  Associate  Member  Since  1969 
Nora  S.  Lindell 

An  Associate  Member  Since  1993 
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Welcome  the  following  new  Associate  Members: 


Edw'ard  Fuchs 
5895  Cole  Road 
Orchard  Park,  NY  14127 
Phone:  667-3466 

Socheata  (Soch)  K.  Lor 
5787  Salt  Works  Road 
Middleport,  NY  14105 
Home:  798-9151 
Iroq.  NWR:  948-5445 

Welcome  the  following  new  Corresponding  Member 

Henry  D.  Forbes 
10600  Lake  Shore  Road 
Irving,  NY  14081 
Phone:  549-0087 

Please  note  the  following  address  change: 

David  D.  Doty 
2221  Center  Terr.  Apt  1 
Grand  Island,  NY  14072-1727 

******** 


BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 

Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Hum  bolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Jan.  8:  Ron  Lange  will  report  on  the  first  year  of  his  Master’s  research  on  the  Broad- winged  Humingbird. 

Jan.  22:  Jerry  Farrell  presents  a  program  on  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service’s  waterfowl  banding  in  the 

prarie  provinces. 

Feb.  12:  BOS  member  Dave  Suggs  will  give  a  presentation  featuring  a  Noteworthy  Records  database. 

Feb.  26  UB  professor  Dr.  Michael  Webster  will  discuss  mating  systems  among  Blacl-throated  Blue 

Warblers. 


******** 
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FIELD  TRIPS 


Dec.  27:  Friday.  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Gail  Seamans  (762-9211 

daytime).  Note:  John  Morse  started  this  over  25  years  ago. 

Dec.  29:  Sunday.  Nigara  Falls,  Ont.-NY  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compilers:  Willie  D’Anna  (73 1-4348)  and 

Kayo  Roy  (905-935-3113). 

1997 

Jan.  4:  Saturday.  Hamburg-East  Aurora  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler  Don  Brasure  (834-6171). 

Jan.  5:  Sunday.  Buffalo  waterfront  and  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  Leaden 

Mike  Hamilton  (881-6709) 

Jan.  12:  Sunday  Waterfowl  Count  of  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs.  January  12th  is 

the  target  date.  Any  day  between  Jan.  11  and  Jan.  19  is  acceptable.  Compiler: 
Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896- 1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler 

Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer  Michael  Hamilton,  51  Park  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 
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Notice  to  B.O.S.  Members 

The  attached  documents  constitute  a  proposal  prepared  by  the  Special  Projects  Fund  Advisory  Committee 
to  establish  rules  for  awarding  grants  from  earnings  of  the  Special  Projects  Fund  (currently  called  the  McVey- 
Axtell  Fund).  The  proposal  describes  a  structure  for  the  fund  and  establsihes  eligibility  and  procedural  guidelines 
for  grant  applicants. 

The  Committee  requests  that  the  membership  study  the  proposal  and  be  prepared  to  discuss  ans  vote  on  it 
at  a  regular  meeting  in  January. 

Persons  interested  in  applying  for  a  grant  this  year  may  use  the  new  proposed  application  form  (and 
deadline)  in  anticipation  that  our  organization  will  approve  this  or  a  slightly  modified  version  of  the  proposal. 

Respectfully  submitted 

Robert  Brock,  Chairperson 

Special  projects  Fund  Advisory  Committee 
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SPECIAL  PROJECTS  FUND  STRUCTURE 


I.  Sources 

A.  Axtell-McVey  Fund 

B.  Final  bequests 

C.  Specifically  designated  gifts  /  donations 

n.  Maintenance 

A.  Special  Projects  Fund  Advisory  Committee 

1 .  Keeps  Fund  accounts  and  reports  to  Membership 

2.  Makes  recommendations  regarding  investment  /  re-investment 

a.  Fund  Investment  Subcommittee 

(1)  Three  or  more  Society  members  including: 

(a)  Persons  experienced  in  investment  matters 

(b)  BOS  Treasurer 

(2)  Makes  recommendations  to  the  Committee 

3.  Makes  recommendations  for  distribution  of  income 

in.  Income  distribution  guidelines 

A.  Annual  Grants 

1 .  Purposes  -  omithologically  related  undertakings  such  as: 

a.  Study  /  research  projects 

b.  Conservation  support  projects  such  as: 

( 1 )  Habitat  preservation 

(2)  Nesting  projects 

c.  Educational  support  for 

( 1 )  Undergraduate  projects 

(2)  Graduate  projects 

2.  Eligible  grantees  -  BOS  study  area  individuals  and  organizations 

dedicated  to  birds  and  their  welfare: 

a.  Organizations 

( 1 )  Ornithological  societies  and  bird  clubs 

(2)  Groups  in  which  bird  concerns  are  an  integral  part 

b.  Individuals 

(1)  BOS  members 

(2)  Nonmembers 

c.  College  students  attending: 

( 1 )  Area  colleges  and  universities 

(2)  Out  of  area  colleges  and  universities 

IV.  Unexpended  Fund  income 

A.  Any  Fund  income  which  is  not  awarded  to  grant  applicants  during  a  given  year 
will  be  utilized  as  decided  by  the  Society  for  use  in  such  categories  as: 

1 .  The  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  to  be  used  for: 

a.  The  William  Vaughan  Fund 

b.  Library  acquisitions  pertaining  to  ornithological  subjects 

c.  Other  ornithological  projects 

2.  Maintenance  in  the  Special  Projects  income  account  to  be  used  in  the 
following  year’s  awards. 


GRANT  GUIDELINES 


I.  The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  will  make  annual  monetary  grants  in  support  of 
ornithological  projects,  research  and  study.  The  support  for  these  grants  comes  from 
earnings  generated  by  the  Special  Projects  Fund,  an  account  made  up  of  final  bequests 
and  special  donations. 

II.  Categories  for  grants 

A.  Ornithological  studies  /  research  projects 

B.  Ornithological  conservation  projects  such  as: 

1 .  Habitat  preservation 

2.  Nesting  projects 

C.  Funding  for  college  undergraduate  and  graduate  projects 

III.  Eligibility 

A.  Persons  and  organizations  residing  in  the  BOS  study  area  dedicated  to  birds  and 
their  welfare 

1 .  Organizations 

a.  Ornithological  societies  and  bird  clubs 

b.  Groups  in  which  bird  concerns  are  an  integral  part 

2.  Individuals 

a.  BOS  members 

b.  Nonmembers 

3.  College  students  including  those  attending  out  of  area  colleges  and 
universities 

a.  Must  liave  a  faculty  sponsor 

IV.  Grant  amounts 

A.  Applicants  may  request  grants  up  to  $700.00 

B.  The  actual  amount  of  the  award  will  be  recommended  by  the  Committee  based  on 
funds  available,  proposal  quality  and  monetary  requirements  of  the  project. 
Additional  money  may  be  recommended  if  the  proposal  warrants  it. 

C.  Requests  may  be  made  for  continued  funding  of  previously  approved  projects 

V.  Grant  approval 

A.  The  Committee  must  screen  proposals  and  make  its  decisions  by  the  first  regular 
meeting  in  February 

B.  The  Committee  will  recommend  approved  proposals  to  the  Membership  of  the 
BOS 

C.  The  Members  will  vote  on  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee 

D.  If  the  grant  proposal  is  approved,  the  Treasurer  will  be  instructed  to  make 
payment  to  the  applicant. 

VI.  Project  completion 

A.  When  the  proposed  project  has  been  completed,  the  grantee  must  make  a  written 
report  to  the  Committee 

B.  If  the  results  of  the  project  are  appropriate,  the  grantee  may  be  required  to  present 
or  participate  in  a  program  on  the  subject  before  the  Membership  at  a  regular 
meeting. 


HBuffafo  Grmt^[o^ica£ cSocUhj  GRANTS 


APPLICATION  GUIDELINES  Deadline:  10  January  1997 


The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  makes  annual  monetary  grants  in  support  of 
ornithological  projects,  research  and  study.  The  support  for  these  grants  comes  from 
the  Special  Projects  Fund. 


Grant  Categories 

1 .  Ornithological  studies  /  research  projects 

2.  Projects  such  as  bird  habitat  preservation  and  nesting  projects 

3.  Funding  for  college  undergraduate  and  graduate  projects 


Eligibility 

Persons  and  organizations  residing  in  the  BOS  study  area  dedicated  to  birds  and 
their  welfare. 

1 .  Ornithological  societies,  bird  dubs  or  groups  in  which  bird  concerns 
are  an  integral  part 

2.  Individuals,  both  BOS  members  and  nonmembers 

3.  College  students  induding  those  attending  out  of  area  schools 
a.  Must  have  a  faculty  sponsor 


Grant  amounts 

1 .  Applicants  may  request  grants  up  to  $700.00 

2.  The  actual  amount  awarded  will  be  recommended  by  the  Spedal  Projects 
Fund  Advisory  Committee  based  on  funds  available,  proposal  quality  and 
monetary  requirements  of  the  project. 

3.  Requests  may  be  made  for  continued  funding  of  previously  approved 
projects 


Project  completion 

1 .  When  the  proposed  project  has  been  completed,  the  grant  redpient  must 
make  a  written  report  to  the  Sodety. 

2.  The  grant  redpient  may  be  required  to  present  or  partidpate  in  a  program 
on  the  subject  before  the  BOS  membership  at  a  regular  meeting. 


S3ujj-afo  Leal  cSocUtij 


GRANT  APPLICATION 


Deadline:  10  January  1997 


Check  one:  Organization  Individual  College  Student 


Name _ 

Street _ 

City _ State _ Zipcode 

Telephone-Home  ( _ ) _ Work/School-( _ ) _ 


Project  proposal:  The  proposal  should  have  a  title  and  be  as  detailed  as  possible, 
describing  rationale,  goals,  methods,  equipment,  materials,  personnel,  schedule,  etc. 
Type  the  proposal  on  a  separate  sheet  and  attach  to  this  application. 

Project  budget:  A  separate  itemized  project  budget  should  be  attached  to  the 
application. 

Total  amount  requested:  3 _ 

Planned  completion  date: _ 


If  this  grant  is  approved,  I  (we)  agree  to  make  a  full  written  report  to  the  BOS  describing 
in  detail  the  results  of  the  study  or  project.  I  understand  that  I  may  also  be  required  to 
present  the  results  before  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Society.  If  for  any  reason  this 
proposal  cannot  be  carried  out,  I  will  return  all  funds  to  the  BOS. 

Signature: _ Date: _ 


For  Students  Only 

Faculty  sponsor:  Please  attach  a  reference  letter  from  your  faculty  sponsor  verifying 
your  ability  to  carry  out  the  proposed  project  and  verifying  his  or  her  commitment  to 
oversee  your  work. 

Faculty  sponsor _ 

Address: _ 

Signature:  Date: 


, 
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THE  MONTH:  November,  1996 


November  was  predictably  cloudy  but  also  an  exceptionally  cold  month;  it  was  the  sixth  coldest  November  of 
the  century  at  Buffalo  (  fide:  Buffalo  News).  The  average  temperature  of  35.4°  (F)  was  5. 1  degrees  below  normal 
for  the  period  and  there  were  23  days  of  below  average  temperature  readings.  The  month  began  on  a  chilly  note 
with  the  first  significant  lake  effect  snowfall  of  the  season  in  the  “snow  belt”  south  of  Buffalo  but  only  a  trace 
elsewhere,  as  a  deep  low  pressure  system  from  James  Bay  brought  a  mass  of  cold  air  on  brisk  west,  southwest 
winds  across  the  warm  (  55°. F )  waters  of  Lake  Erie.  Unseasonably  cold  temperatures  lingered  in  the  region  until 
November  4th  when  a  large  high  pressure  system  from  the  Atlantic  Coast  brought  more  seasonable  but  very  wet 
weather;  the  high  temperature  of  the  month,  70°(F)  was  recorded  on  the  7th.  Another  deep  low  pressure  system 
from  Lake  Superior  on  November  9th  changed  the  rain  into  snow  showers  overnight  and  a  five  inch  snowfall  was 
measured  at  Buffalo  on  the  10th  with  below  normal  temperatures  for  the  next  five  days.  Vivian  Pitzrick  writes 
that  Amity  Lake  in  the  Town  of  Amity  in  Allegany  County  was  half  frozen-over  on  November  14th  but  a  local 
flock  of  400  Canada  Geese  kept  a  small  area  of  the  lake  ice -free  until  month's  end.  Save  for  three  more  days  of 
mild  weather,  by  November  19th  a  series  of  fast  moving  fronts  with  surges  of  arctic  air  brought  1 1  days  of  rain 
and  sleet  or  snow  showers  and  below  average  temperature;  the  low  temperature  for  the  period  at  Buffalo,  15°(F) 
was  recorded  on  the  28th  and  the  thermometer  did  not  reach  40  degrees  again  until  the  last  day  of  the  month. 
Precipitation  for  November  totaled  2.99  inches,  0.4  inches  below  average  with  snowfall  measured  at  1 1.5  inches, 
1.1  inch  above  normal;  46%  of  possible  sunshine  was  recorded,  17%  above  normal  for  the  month. 
(Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

The  gloomy  weather  in  November  was  of  little  consequence  to  area  birdwatchers,  diverted  as  they  were  by 
“The  Great  Owl  Show”  on  the  Niagara  River,  the  most  interesting  since  1992.  Thirteen  species  of  gulls  were 
reported,  the  only  negative  being  the  apparent  absence  of  any  sightings  of  Sabine’s  Gulls.  With  the  advent  of 
colder  weather  on  the  1st,  Willie  D  'Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  reported  the  first  white-winged  gull  of  the  season  on 
November  3rd,  a  first  winter  Iceland  Gull  in  the  lower  river  gorge  at  the  Adam  Beck  Hydroelectric  Power  Station, 
a  celebrated  “hot  spot”  that  figured  prominently  in  most  of  the  interesting  gull  sightings  until  month’s  end. 
November  10th  was  an  eventful  day;  D’Anna  and  a  number  of  American  and  Canadian  gull-watchers  tallied  four 
adult  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  in  “definitive  basic  plumage”  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  two  in  the  upper  Niagara 
River  rapids  and  two  in  the  lower  river  gorge.  All  of  these  birds  had  enough  morphological  variation  to  identify 
them  as  individuals.  It  was  the  consensus  of  opinion  among  observers  that  at  least  eight  and  probably  more  gulls 
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of  this  species  were  present  in  the  area  from  the  control  gates  in  the  upper  river  to  the  sand  dock  at  Queenston. 
Ontario  throughout  November  in  all  stages  of  maturity.  It  is  difficult  to  assess  actual  numbers  of  any  species  of 
gull  at  Niagara  Falls  at  this  season  because  of  the  large  influx  of  migrant  birds  passing  through  the  region, 
frequently  coming  or  taking  their  leave  with  wind  shifts  accompanying  weather  fronts  or  moving  between  local 
feeding  areas.  Also  on  November  10th,  two  Rochester  bird-watchers,  Sharon  Skelly,  and  Brian  Mongi  visited 
Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  and  were  rewarded  for  their  effort  with  the  sighting  of  a  Mew  Gull,  a  rare  late  autumn 
straggler  in  this  region.  The  bird  was  discovered  in  the  company  of  a  few  Ring-billed  Gulls  in  the  lower  over 
gorge  at  the  base  of  the  American  Falls.  Skelly,  who  had  previous  experience  with  this  species  in  British 
Columbia,  identified  it  as  a  first  winter  bird  of  the  western  race,  Larus  canus  brachyrhynchus,  a  holarcuc 
subspecies  differing  from  its  conspecific,  the  nominate  European  race,  Larus  canus  canus _ which  bears  the 
vernacular  name  of  Common  Gull  on  that  continent.  These  sub-species  differ  mainly  in  first  winter  plumage,  L.  c. 
brachyrhynchus _  having  a  distinctly  browner  head  and  darker  mantle  and  back  and  underparts  dark  while  L.  c. 
canus  \ n  that  plumage  has  a  pale,  whiter  head  and  light  gray  mantle  and  back  with  a  white  rump  and  underparts. 
Both  races  are  distinguishable  in  the  field  from  their  congener,  the  Ring-billed  Gull  by  their  smaller  body 
dimensions,  smaller  bill  and  shorter  legs  and  noticeably  smaller  head.  Skelly's  find  is  the  fifth  record  of  Mew  Gull 
for  our  study  area.  All  four  previous  birds,  two  in  1967  and  two  in  1992,  are  of  the  western  subspecies,  L.  a. 
brachyrhynchus.  Of  equal  interest  was  the  discovery  on  November  17th  of  a  second  Mew  Gull,  a  second  winter 
bird  of  the  nominate  race,  L.  c.  Canus.  The  bird  was  observed  by  Bob  Curry  and  Richard  Knapton  and  members 
of  the  Hamilton  (OnL)  Naturalists  Club,  both  flying  and  resting  in  the  company  of  a  number  of  Ring-billed  Gulls 
in  front  of  the  Robert  Moses  Electric  Power  Intake  across  the  lower  river  gorge  from  their  vantage  point  at  the 
Adam  Beck  Hydro  overlook.  Both  Curry  and  Knapton  immediately  realized  the  gull  was  different  from  the 
ring-bills  upon  noting  the  salient  field  marks  discussed  above. 

They  identified  it  as  the  nominate  subspecies  by  its  lighter  gray  mantle,  scapulars  and  back  and  white  tail  with  no 
vestigial  distal  band.  While  this  is  the  first  documented  occurrence  of  this  subspecies  in  our  study  area,  it 
apparently  is  the  form  encountered  as  an  accidental  in  the  late  fall  and  winter  on  the  Atlantic  coast  of  northeastern 
North  America,  in  Newfoundland  it  still  retains  its  identity  as  the  Common  Gull. 

Meanwhile,  to  return  to  events  on  November  10th,  Sharon  Skelly  and  Brian  Mongi  joined  Willie  D'  Anna  and 
a  host  of  birdwatchers  at  the  Adam  Beck  Hydro  overlook  where  they  saw  an  adult  California  Gull,  apparently  the 
same  bird  discovered  earlier  on  that  date  by  Toronto  birder,  Glenn  Coady.  It  is  the  fifth  consecutive  year  that  at 
least  one  straggler  of  this  species  from  west  of  the  100th  meridian  has  been  recorded  in  the  Niagara  River  gorge  in 
late  fall.  On  November  17th,  a  second  California  Gull,  perhaps  the  same  bird,  was  seen  again  at  this  site  by 
Sharon  Skelly  of  Mew  Gull  fame  where  it  was  again  the  center  of  attraction  for  most  bird-watchers  and  cunous 
tourists.  Willie  D  'Anna  remarks  in  his  documentation  of  the  sighting  that  this  bird’s  mantle  seemed  darker  than 
others  he  had  recorded  and,  one  week  later  on  November  24th,  two  adult  California  Gulls  were  among  the 
hundreds  of  larids  observed  flying  over  the  lower  river.  A  comparison  of  the  two  gulls  in  flight  indicated  that  one 
indeed  displayed  a  darker  mantle  and  more  extensive  black  in  the  distal  portion  of  the  primaries  of  the  outer 
wings. 

Other  records  of  interest  this  month  include  Bill  Watson’s  count  of  200  Northern  Shovelers  in  a  lagoon  at  the 
City  of  Batavia  Waste  Water  Treatment  Facility  in  Genesee  County  on  November  26th;  this  number  is 
unprecedented  for  this  species  in  our  study  area,  the  previous  high  count  being  36  birds  reported  by  Don 
Roberson  at  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  on  November  2nd,  1993.  The  first  verified  report  of  a  Snowy 
Owl  for  the  season  came  via  a  photograph  of  a  large  female  gracing  the  front  page  of  the  Buffalo  News  on 
November  22nd.  The  photo  was  in  juxtaposition  to  one  of  BOS  member  Blake  Reeves  and  two  young  owl 
enthusiasts  getting  another  ’’tick”  for  their  lists.  This  owl  was  first  observed  on  the  roof  of  an  apartment  house  on 
Princeton  Court  in  the  Town  of  Amherst  on  November  20th  and  it  remained  in  the  vicinity  for  several  days 
thereafter.  It  seems  apparent  that  .this  is  a  flight  year  for  this  species  as,  by  November  24th,  Our  compiler  of 
records  had  received  reports  from  Erie  and  Niagara  Counties  and  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario.  “Dial-a-Bird”  tapes 
record  three  sightings  in  Chautauqua  County  on  November  14th.  Finally,  on  November  26th  BOS  member  Drew 
Campbell  saw  an  unfamiliar  thrush  feeding;  on  berries  of  ornamental  shrubbery  bordering  the  windows  of  his 
office  at  the  Donahue  Paper  Company  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Welland  Canal  in  the  City  of  Thorold,  Ontario.  The 
bird,  with  nondescript  gray  plumage  contrasting  with  white  outer  tail  retrices,  white  eye  rings  and  buff-colored 
wing  patches  was  identified  by  Campbell  as  an  adult  Townsend’s  Solitaire,  a  western  thrush  that  is  an  infrequent 
winter  visitor  in  Ontario  but  only  the  second  record  for  our  study  area;  on  November  6th,  1983,  Richard  Knapton 
found  an  adult  bird  of  this  species  associated  with  a  flock  of  Eastern  Bluebirds  in  an  orchard  at  Fonthill,  Ontario. 
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Unfortunately,  on  the  day  following  Campbell’s  discovery,  the  solitaire  was  observed  being  chased  from  the 
bushes  and  pursued  across  the  canal  by  a  mockingbird.  Much  to  the  disappointment  of  area  birdwatchers  who 
flocked  (  excuse  the  pun)  to  the  scene,  it  could  not  be  located  again.  Supporting  documentation  is  forthcoming. 

Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  Y ork  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area 


Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-throated  Loon 

2 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna ,  Turisk 

44 

10 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  etal 

Common  Loon 

5 

8 

Mayville 

Rew  et  al 

(4 

18 

21 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Barbers 

Homed  Grebe 

5 

15 

Mayville 

Rew  et  al 

Homed  Grebe 

10 

60 

Low' banks,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

D. -crest  Cormorant 

5 

18 

Prendergast  Pt. 

Rew  et  al 

44 

23 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

5 

2 

Goat  Island 

S  &  T  O’Donnell 

T  undra  Swan 

5 

200 

Mayville 

Rew  et  al 

44 

10 

56 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

16-26 

6 

Amity  Lake 

V  &  R  Pitznck 

44 

19 

2 

Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Yoerg,  Clinton 

44 

23 

9 

Iroquois  N.W.R.  &  vie. 

Watson 

Brant 

9F 

86 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Wood  Duck 

23 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Green- wing  Teal 

7 

45 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

American  Black  Duck 

23 

12 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Northern  Shoveler 

26 

200 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Canvasback 

19 

300 

Niagara  Falls 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

Redhead 

5 

65 

Mayville 

Rew  et  al 

Oldsquaw 

24 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Biack  Scoter 

3 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Rew 

Surf  Scoter 

10 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

White-winged  Scoter 

3,5 

1,1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Rew 

44 

3 

17 

Rock  Point  P.P 

J  &  J  Thill 

Bufflehead 

5 

300 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

Hooded  Merganser 

5 

46 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

44 

23 

46 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

1 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

44 

5 

60 

Mayville 

Rew  et  al 

44 

7,12 

1,1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

44 

15,26 

156,180 

Batavia  WWTP 

Listman,  Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Ruddy  Duck 

24 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Morgan  te 

Bald  Eagle 

30 

1  ad. 

Queenston  Reservoir 

Morgante,  Andrle  et  al 

American  Coot 

5 

3,500 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

4  4 

23 

155 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Black-bellied  Plover 

3L 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

J&  J  Thill 

Killdeer 

10 

68 

Pendleton  Twp. 

S  &  T  O’Donnell 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

9 

1 

Beaver  Meadows  N.P. 

S  &  T  O’Donnell 

44 

10L 

5 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

10L 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Sanderling 

10L 

5 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Purple  Sandpiper 

30 

4 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Morgante  et  al 

Dunlin 

3,10 

22,20 

Rock  Point  P.P 

J  &  J  Thill,  Yoerg 

44 

10 

2 

Pendleton  Twp. 

S  &  T  O’Donnell 

44 

10 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

29,30 

3 

Queenston  Reservoir 

Morgante  et  al 

D’Anna 

American  Woodcock 

11L 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Franklin’s  Gull 

10,11,16 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

17 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Brio. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

Little  Gull 

19 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

44 

19 

1 

Whirlpool  S.P. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

44 

23 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Morgante 

44 

24 

2 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

30 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Morgante,  D’Anna  et  al 

44 

30 

2 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont 

Watson  et  al 

*Mew  Gull 

10 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  NY  &  Ont 

Skelly  et  al 

Mew  Gull  L.  c.  cams 

17 

1 

R.  Moses  Power  Plant  & 

NY  Power  Project 

Curry,  Knapton  et  al 

California  Gull  10,16,17,23 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont.  & 

R.  Moses  Power  Plant 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

24 

2 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont.  & 

R.  Moses  Power  Plant 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

24 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  NY  &  Ont 

Dunn  et  al 

Iceland  Gull 

3F,19 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont 

D’Anna,  Yoerg 

44 

23 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Morgante 

44 

29 

3 

Niag.  Falls  &  vie. 

Morgante 

D’Anna  etal 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

3 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

44 

3 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

3 

1  imm. 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

10 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

10 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

16-30 

1+3 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

16 

1  imm. 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

17,24 

2,1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

17,24 

1  imm. 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

23 

1 

Oueenston  Reservoir 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
D’Anna  etal 

44 

23,30 

1 ,2  imm. 

Niagara  Falls 

44 

25 

1  imm. 

Oueenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna  etal 

Glaucous  gull 

16F 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

23 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante 

44 

30 

1  ad. 

Queenston  Reservoir 

Morgante,  T urisk  et  al 

44 

30 

1  ad. 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Morgante 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 

28 

103 

Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Thills 

Black-leg.  Kittiwake 

9 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 
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Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Black-leg.  Kittiwake 

19 

1 

28 

1 

Snowy  Owl 

22F 

1 

44 

23 

1 

u 

23 

1 

Snowy  Owl 

20-23 

1 

44 

24 

1 

« 

24 

1 

Long-eared  Owl 

11 

9 

4b* 

Short-eared  Owl 

15 

1 

Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl 

10F 

1 

Homed  Lark 

15 

60 

44 

15 

80 

Carolina  Wren 

27,28 

1 

44 

29,30 

1 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

7L 

1 

Gray  Catbird 

11 

1 

Northern  Mockingbird 

7,16 

U 

“ 

23 

1 

Northern  Shrike 

2 

1 

“ 

23 

1 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

5 

1 

Amer.  T ree  Sparrow 

11 

1 

44 

14-30 

3-6 

44 

14 

1 

Chipping  Sparrow 

1-5 

1 

44 

14,16 

2,1 

Vesper  Sparrow 

4L 

1 

Fox  Sparrow 

2 

1 

44 

3 

1 

44 

10.11L 

4,4 

Lapland  Longspur 

3 

5 

Snow  Bunting 

2 

100 

44 

3 

40 

44 

14 

100 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

18 

3 

Rusty  Blackbird 

4 

60 

Common  Grackle 

30 

1 

Purple  Finch 

7-27 

4 

44 

10 

6 

44 

11 

2 

Common  Redpoll 

15F 

1 

Pine  Siskin 

3F 

30 

44 

12-15 

3 

Location 

Observer 

Niagara  Falls 

Yoergetal 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

Kenmore 

Yoerg 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgan  te 

Wilson  Twp. 

S  &  T  O’Donnell 

Eggertsville 

D  &  D  Suggs,  Watson 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Morgan  te 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson 

Rock  Point  P.P 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Cambria  Twp. 

O’Donnell 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Pendleton  Twp. 

O’Donnell 

Cambria  Twp. 

O’Donnell 

Eden  Valley (0 

Andrle 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Morgante 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Rock  Point  P.P 

D’Anna 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Chilton,  Hess 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Tunsk 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.Rosche 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Amity  Lake(0 

Pitzrick 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrle 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Niagara  Falls 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Bond  Lake,  Lewiston 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Yoerg,  D’Anna 

Pendleton  Twp. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

Pendleton  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Wales  Twp. 

Bee 

Wales  Twp. 

O.Rosche 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Chilton 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.Rosche 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Niagara  Falls 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

Rock  Point  P.P 

J  &  J  Thill 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.Rosche 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 279 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  2 

Total  for  year . 281 


Erratum 

Prothonotary ,  November,  1996  (Vol.  62,  No.  11,  page  127)  Under  Report  of  October,  1996  Bird  Count: 

Caspian  Tern  1  [20] 

Should  Read: 

Caspian  Tern  1  [16] 
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Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  November  1996 

A  western  species  many  BOS  birders  would  liked  to  have  seen  was  the  only  Hotline  report  for  November, 
a  Townsend's  Solitaire  in  Thorold,  Ontario,  at  the  Donahue  Paper  Company  property  along  the  Welland  Canal. 
But,  after  the  information  was  distnbuted  on  November  27,  there  were  no  follow-up  reports  of  a  sighting. 

November,  Niagara,  and  gulls  were  the  most  frequently  spoken  words  on  the  Dial-a-Bird  reports  for  the 
month.  Thirteen  gull  species  were  accounted  for  during  November  by  local  and  visiting  birders  from  Rochester, 
Syracuse,  Albany  and  Long  Island.  Somewhat  surprising  was  the  absence  a  Dial-a-Bird  report  of  Sabine's  Gull 
on  the  river. 

Away  from  the  Niagara,  the  Countryside  Gravel  ponds  in  Dayton  Township  produced  reports  of  Common 
Loons,  Tundra  Swans,  Snow  Geese  and  Dunlin  in  early  November.  Though  Snowy  Owls  hit  the  region  in 
earnest  by  mid-November,  a  "reported''  Snowy  Owl  in  Concord  Township  during  the  first  week  of  the  month  was 
later  corrected  by  a  caller's  accurate  description  of  a  white  Red-tailed  Hawk  at  the  same  location.  (I  wondered 
what  other  bird  could  ever  be  confused  with  a  snowy!) 

David  F.  Suggs 

******** 

Brown  Creeper  In  Living  Room 

The  day  before  Thanksgiving  we  had  a  delightful  experience.  However,  the  delight  was  mixed  with  concern 
for  the  safety  of  the  exquisite,  tiny  bird  which  hit  our  picture  window,  and  we  sorrowed  over  its  confusion  and 
trembling  terror. 

It  lay  on  the  porch,  gasping  after  leaving  a  small  cluster  of  feathers  on  the  pane  above.  I  picked  it  up  and, 
holding  it  loosely  with  its  head  between  my  index  and  third  fingers,  transferred  it  to  a  tissue-lined  shoebox  kept 
ready  for  just  such  accidents.  Its  heart  was  beating  furiously  but  it  seemed  alert  although  unable  to  fly. 

Soon  after  this,  our  Grandson,  Mike,  arrived  from  Ithaca  and  when  we  heard  a  rustling  within  the  box,  I 
carefully  reached  in  and  brought  out  the  bird,  now  struggling  and  very  much  ready  to  go.  We  had  never  seen  this 
species  at  so  close  range  before.  What  an  advantage  banders,  like  Betsy  have! 

The  bird  was  chickadee-sized  but  much  slimmer,  with  head  and  back  finely  brown-striped,  a  narrow  white 
line  over  the  eye,  wings  nearly  solid  brown  with  a  few  scattered  flecks  of  white,  white  breast  and  belly  and  stiff 
plain  brown  tail.  Most  striking  was  the  very  slender,  long,  slightly  down-curved  dark  bill.  Both  of  us  recognized 
it  as  a  Brown  Creeper  (Certhiafamzliaris)  and  Ray  agreed  with  our  identification. 

It  struggled  furiously  and,  not  wishing  to  crush  it,  I  continued  to  hold  it  loosely  --  too  loosely.  Suddenly  it 
slipped  between  my  fingers  into  the  living  room.  I  now  understood  how  several  years  ago  one  could  squeeze 
behind  the  almost  tight  bark  of  an  elm  tree  to  a  nest  which  is  now  in  my  collection.  It  flew  to  the  paneled  wall 
where  it  clung  easily  but  soon  began  dashing  around  the  room.  For  some  time  it  frantically  darted  around, 
stopping  momentarily  here  and  there  to  finally  come  to  rest  on  the  acoustical  ceiling,  hanging  upside  down.  Only 
once  did  it  fly  toward  the  floor,  an  action  more  expected  from  this  species  that  habitually  drops  to  the  base  of  a  tree 
from  which  it  gradually  moves  upward  to  feed. 

We  tried  opening  the  sliding  door  to  the  porch,  but  to  the  bird  this  exit  looked  the  same  as  the  wall  of 
windows  on  that  side  of  the  living  room.  We  left  it  alone  for  a  while  to  settle  down,  but  it  still  could  not  find  its 
way  outside. 

At  last  to  our  chagrin,  it  flew  into  a  window,  stunning  itself  again.  Once  more  we  put  it  into  the  box  where  it 
soon  recovered  and  we  could  let  it  fly  away,  outside. 

Vivian  Mills  Pitzrick,  Amity  Lake,  Belmont  1996 


******** 
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1997  Vaughan  Lecture 
Wednesday,  April  23,  1997 

“The  Future  of  Birds:  Is  the  Extinction  Crisis  Real?” 

Dr.  David  Steadman. 

In  a  slide-illustrated  lecture  Dr.  Steadman  looks  at  the  worldwide  extinction  of  birds  over  short  and  long 
times  scales.  To  what  extent  are  these  extinctions  depleting  the  global  avifauna  beyond  what  we  might  under  non- 
industrialized  conditions? 

Dr.  David  Steadman  is  Assistant  Curator  of  Ornithology  at  the  Florida  Museum  of  Natural  History, 
University,  Gainsville. 


******** 

BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Hum  bolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


Jan.  22:  Jerry  Farrell  presents  a  program  on  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service’s  waterfowl  banding  in  the 

prairie  provinces. 

Feb.  12:  BOS  member  Dave  Suggs  will  give  a  presentation  featuring  a  Noteworthy  Records  database. 

Feb.  26  UB  professor  Dr.  Michael  Webster  will  discuss  mating  systems  among  Black-throated  Blue 

Warblers. 

Apr.  23:  1997  Vaughan  Lecture.  ‘The  Future  of  Birds:  Is  the  Extinction  Crisis  Real?”  presented  by  Dr. 

David  Steadman. 


*  *  *  *  $  sf t  *  * 


FIELD  TRIPS 


February  2:  Sunday.  Dunkirk  Harbor  Trip.  Gulls  and  waterfowl  are  attracted  by  the  warm  water  from  the 
power  plant.  Meet  at  9:00  a.m.  at  the  Day's  Inn  and  Truck  Stop  near  Hamburg.  Take  Exit  57  from 
1-90  onto  Camp  Road  (Route  75)  and  go  a  short  distance  toward  Route  5  to  the  Inn.  Leader:  Fran 
Rew  (649-4192). 

February  16:  Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  Trip.  Meet  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at  9:00  a.m.  Leaders:  Blayne  Faman  and 
Richard  Byron  (662-4783).  (Call  leader  if  you  wish  to  meet  us  on  the  Canadian  side.) 
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March  22:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  eastern  Niagara  County.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  in 

Wright's  Corners  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Route  78  at  the  Top's  Market,  a  block  north  of  the  Route 
104  intersection.  Leader:  Willie  D'  Anna(731-'4348). 

March  29:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the 

Tanning  Bed  store,  on  the  south  side  of  Main  Street,  0. 1  mile  east  of  Transit  Road.  Leader:  Mike 
Morgan  te  (685-4975). 

April  6:  Sunday.  DST  begins.  Set  clock  ahead  one  hour. 

April  13:  Sunday.  BOS  Apnl  Bird  Count.  Compiler  TBA. 

Apnl  20:  Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ontario.  There  is  no  organized  trip  this  year;  the  weather  has 

let  us  down  too  often.  Pick  your  day:  not  raining  and  a  southerly  wind. 

April  27:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  the  Tanning  Bed  store,  0. 1  mile  east  of 

Main  '&  Transit.  We  will  join  the  Rochester  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Park  shelter. 

Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987). 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

&&&&&&&& 

T  T  T  T  T  T  T  T 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer  Michael  Hamilton,  51  Park  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 


Notice  to  B.O.S.  Members 

Attached  is  a  copy  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  This  is  provided  for  your 
information  and  use. 
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CONSTITUTION 


of  the 

BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY.  INC. 

(As  amended  through  January  24,  1996) 


ARTICLE  I 
General  Provisions 

SECTION  1.  The  name  of  this  corporation  is  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 
(hereinafter  called  the  Society),  and  it  shall  constitute  the  Ornithological  Section  of  the 
Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences. 

SECTION  2.  The  purposes  of  the  Society  shall  be  the  promotion  of  the  scientific 
study  of  birds,  particularly  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  Study  Area  defined  in  Article  XII 
of  this  Constitution,  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  refuges,  participation  in  any 
other  measures  aimed  at  the  improvement  of  conditions  affecting  birds  and  such  other 
purposes  and  objects  as  are  set  forth  in  paragraphs  "6"  and  "7"  of  the  Certificate  of 
Incorporation  of  the  Society,  which  paragraphs  provide  as  follows: 

“6.  The  purposes  and  objects  of  said  Corporation  shall  be 
the  promotion  of  the  scientific  study  of  the  birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier 
Region,  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  Sanctuarys,  and  active 
participation  in  any  other  measures  aimed  at  the  improvement  of  the 
conditions  affecting  birds  and  to  acquire  both  real,  personal  and  mixed 
property  and  to  purchase  and  hold  the  same  and  to  mortgage  and  sell  the 
same,  to  accomplish  and  to  promote,  however,  only  the  aims  and  purposes 
set  forth  hereinabove. 

7.  To  hold  meetings,  lectures  and  exhibitions,  and  to 
develop  and  maintain  a  library,  in  the  interest  of  bird  study  and  of  the 
conservation  of  natural  resources.” 

SECTION  3.  The  principal  office  of  the  Society  shall  be  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science,  in  the  City  of  Buffalo,  Erie  County,  New  York. 

SECTION  4.  The  operating  and  fiscal  years  of  the  Society  shall  begin  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Society. 


1 


SECTION  5.  The  Society  is  organized  and  operated  exclusively  for  the  purposes 
set  forth  in  Section  2  of  this  Article.  No  part  of  any  funds  of  the  Society  shall  inure  to  the 
benefit  of  any  individual,  and  no  officer,  member  or  employee  of  the  Society  shall  receive 
or  be  entitled  to  receive  any  pecuniary  benefit  from  the  operations  or  funds  of  the  Society, 
except  reasonable  compensation  for  services  actually  rendered.  In  the  event  of  dissolution 
or  termination  of  the  Society,  title  to  and  possession  of  all  the  property  of  the  Society  shall 
pass  forthwith  to  such  organization  dedicated  to  similar  purposes  and  then  qualifying  as 
an  exempt  organization  under  the  United  States  Internal  Revenue  Code  as  the  Society 
shall  deem  by  resolution  duly  adopted  best  qualified  to  carry  out  and  promote  the 
functions,  programs  and  purposes  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  II 

Membership 

SECTION  1.  There  shall  be  six  (6)  classes  of  membership,  namely,  Honorary 
Members,  Fellows,  Citation  Members,  Active  Members,  Associate  Members,  and 
Corresponding  Members. 

SECTION  2.  Honorary  Members  shall  include  any  person  deemed  worthy  of  the 
honor  and  elected  to  such  membership  on  the  basis  of  his  eminence  in  ornithology  or  aid 
given  to  the  Society.  Election  of  any  person  as  an  Honorary  Member  shall  be  made  only 
upon  the  favorable  recommendation  of  a  majority  of  the  Fellows  and  upon  subsequent 
acceptance  of  such  recommendation  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at  any  regular 
meeting. 

SECTION  3.  Fellows  shall  include  such  members  as  from  time  to  time  have  been 
or  may  be  elected  by  the  Fellows.  The  basis  of  selection  of  Fellows  shall  be  outstanding 
service  to  the  field  of  ornithology  in  general  and  to  the  Society  in  particular. 

SECTION  4.  Citation  members  shall  include  those  members  who  from  time  to  time 
have  been  or  may  be  elected  by  Fellows  on  the  basis  of  their  important  contribution  in  time 
and  effort  on  behalf  of  the  Society. 

SECTION  5.  Active  Members  shall  include  such  members  as  from  time  to  time 
have  been  or  may  be  recommended  by  a  majority  of  the  Membership  Committee  from  the 
roster  of  Associate  Members  and  subsequently  accepted  by  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Fellows,  Citation  Members  and  Active  Members  present  at  any  regular  meeting.  Active 
participation  in  the  affairs  of  the  Society  shall  be  an  essential  requirement  for  election  to 
this  class  of  membership. 

SECTION  6.  Associate  Members  shall  include  any  other  persons  sixteen  years  of 
age  or  older  who  from  time  to  time  have  been  or  may  be  accepted  by  the  Membership 
Committee  because  of  their  interest  in  ornithology. 
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SECTION  7.  Corresponding  Members  shall  include  any  persons  who  have  been 
or  may  be  accepted  by  the  Membership  Committee  from  time  to  time  and  whose 
attendance  at  the  Society's  meetings  is  seldom  possible,  but  whose  observations  or 
ornithological  activities  are  deemed  of  interest  and  value  to  the  Society.  All  former 
members  who  no  longer  live  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  Study  Area  defined  in  Article 
XII,  Section  1  of  this  Constitution  or  who  live  within  it  but  too  far  away  to  attend  meetings 
but  who  wish  to  remain  associated  with  the  Society,  shall  be  eligible  for  this  class  of 
membership. 

SECTION  8.  Any  person  whose  membership  has  been  terminated  pursuant  to 
Article  IX,  Section  2  of  this  Constitution  may  be  re-elected  or  re-admitted  to  membership 
only  in  accordance  with  the  same  provisions  of  this  Constitution  governing  the  admission 
to  membership  of  any  other  person. 

SECTION  9.  No  person  upon  his  election  or  admittance  to  any  class  of  membership 
for  which  dues  are  payable  shall  be  eligible  to  vote  or  otherwise  participate  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Society  until  such  dues  are  paid  in  full. 

ARTICLE  III 
Duties  of  Members 

SECTION  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  Fellows,  Citation  Members  and  Active  Members 
to  take  an  active  part  in  the  Society's  work.  This  may  include  reporting  observations  to  the 
Statisticians,  attending  and  participating  in  meetings  of  the  Society,  leading  and  attending 
field  trips  of  the  Society,  participating  in  the  Society's  bird  counts,  engaging  in  individual 
research  projects,  helping  in  the  research  of  others  and  serving  on  committees  to  assist 
in  fulfilling  the  purposes  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  IV 
Officers 

SECTION  1.  The  officers  shall  consist  of  a  President,  a  Vice  President,  a 
Recording  Secretary,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  a  Librarian,  two 
Statisticians  and  an  Archivist/Historian,  each  of  whom  shall  be  chosen  from  among  the 
Fellows,  Citation  Members,  Active  Members  and  Associate  Members. 

ARTICLE  V 

Election  and  Term  of  Office  of  Officers 

SECTION  1.  Election  of  Officers  shall  be  held  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 
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SECTION  2.  Each  Officer  shall  assume  the  duties  of  his  office  immediately  upon 
his  election  and  shall  hold  such  office  until  the  next  Annual  Meeting  except  as  provided  in 
the  following  section. 

SECTION  3.  In  the  event  the  office  of  President  shall  become  vacant,  the  Vice 
President  shall  become  President  with  all  the  powers,  duties  and  authority  of  that  office. 
In  the  event  of  a  vacancy  in  any  other  office  between  the  dates  of  Annual  Meetings,  such 
vacancy  shall  be  immediately  filled  until  the  next  Annual  Meeting  by  majority  vote  of  all 
members  then  serving  on  the  Council. 

SECTION  4.  At  a  regular  meeting  not  later  than  the  last  regular  meeting  prior  to  the 
Annual  Meeting,  the  Nominating  Committee  shall  submit  its  recommendations  of  one  or 
more  members  for  each  office  for  the  ensuing  year.  Other  nominations  for  any  office  may 
be  made  by  any  member  at  the  Annual  Meeting  with  the  consent  of  the  nominee.  Election 
shall  be  by  majority  vote  of  all  Fellows,  Citation  Members,  Active  Members  and  Associate 
Members  present. 


ARTICLE  VI 
Duties  of  Officers 

SECTION  1.  The  President  shall  preside  at  meetings  of  the  Society,  appoint  the 
members  of  all  committees  and  further  the  interest  of  the  Society.  He  or  she  shall  serve 
as  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Society  by  virtue  of  his  or  her  office.  The  President 
shall  submit  at  the  Annual  Meeting  a  written  report  of  the  activities  of  the  Society  during 
his  or  her  tenure  of  office. 

SECTION  2.  The  Vice  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society  in  the 
absence  of  the  President  and  shall  assist  the  President  in  promoting  the  active  and 
efficient  operation  of  the  committees. 

SECTION  3.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  keep  the  minutes  of  the  meetings  of 
the  Society  and  report  upon  them. 

SECTION  4.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  write  such  letters  for  the  Society 
as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  officers  and/or  members  and  shall  keep  a  file  of  all 
correspondence  of  the  Society. 

SECTION  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  custody  of  all  moneys  and  securities 
belonging  to  the  Society.  The  record  of  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  kept  in  books 
belonging  to  the  Society  which  shall  be  open  to  inspection  by  the  Council,  and  shall  be 
subject  to  call  by  the  Society.  It  shall  be  his  or  her  duty  to: 

(a)  collect  members'  dues,  subscriptions  to  The  Prothonotary  and  any 
other  moneys  due  to  the  Society: 
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(b)  disburse  moneys  as  directed  by  vote  of  a  majority  of  members 
present  at  any  regular  meeting; 

(c)  keep  records  of  the  financial  condition  of  all  funds  of  the  Society  and 
of  the  financial  relations  of  the  Society  and  its  members; 

(d)  make  a  full  report  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  financial  condition  of 
each  fund  of  the  Society  and  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of 
each  fund  during  the  fiscal  year  then  ending; 

(e)  mail  statements  three  months  after  the  Annual  Meeting  to  all 
members  whose  dues  then  remain  unpaid; 

(f)  forward  to  the  Council  four  months  after  the  Annual  Meeting  a  list  of 
all  members  whose  dues  then  remain  unpaid;  and 

(g)  attend  meetings  of  the  Council. 

SECTION  6.  The  Librarian  shall  have  charge  of  the  Hazelton  Library  of  the  Society, 
and  it  shall  be  his  or  her  duty  to  provide  adequate  housing  and  care  for  all  materials 
therein  and  to  make  such  appeals  or  recommendations  for  additions  as  shall  in  his  or  her 
opinion  make  the  library  of  greatest  usefulness  to  the  members. 

SECTION  7.  The  Statisticians  shall  keep  original  and  permanent  records  of  all  bird 
observations  and  other  ornithological  data  submitted  to  the  Society  by  members  and 
others.  They  shall  evaluate  ail  such  observations  and  make  a!!  decisions  as  to  their 
validity  that  are  required.  The  Statistician’s  decisions  shall  be  final.  These  reports  and 
records  may  be  consulted  by  members  and  other  qualified  persons  upon  request  to  and 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Statisticians.  To  assist  them  in  the  preparation  of  reports  for 
publication  in  The  Prothonotary  or  for  other  appropriate  purposes,  the  Statisticians  shall 
select  a  member  of  the  Society  as  Compiler.  The  Compiler’s  term  of  service  shall  be  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Statisticians. 

SECTION  8.  The  Archivist/Historian  shall  have  charge  of  the  files  of  the  Society. 
It  shall  be  his  or  her  duty  to  control  access  to  the  locked  files,  to  provide  copies  or 
information  therefrom  when  appropriate,  to  assure  return  of  material  removed  therefrom 
by  maintaining  records  of  borrowings  from  the  files,  and  to  use  such  other  procedures  as 
shall  be  appropriate. 


ARTICLE  VII 
Council 

SECTION  1.  There  shall  be  a  Council  which  shall  consist  of  nine  members  chosen 
from  among  the  Fellows,  Citation  Members  and  Active  Members.  If  the  President  and  the 
Editor  of  The  Prothonotary  are  not  otherwise  members  of  the  Council  at  any  time  during 
their  respective  tenures  of  office,  they  shall  serve  as  additional  members  of  the  Council 
during  the  term  of  and  by  virtue  of  their  respective  offices,  with  the  same  rights  to 
participate  in  and  vote  at  meetings  of  the  Council  as  any  other  member. 
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ARTICLE  VIII 


Election  and  Term  of  Office  of  Members  of  Council 

SECTION  1.  Election  of  Members  of  the  Council  shall  be  held  at  the  Annual 
Meeting. 

SECTION  2.  Each  member  of  the  Council  shall  assume  the  duties  of  his  position 
immediately  upon  his  election  and  shall  hold  such  position  until  expiration  of  the  term  for 
which  he  was  either  heretofore  or  may  hereafter  be  elected  or  appointed. 

SECTION  3.  In  the  event  of  a  vacancy  on  the  Council  between  the  dates  of  Annual 
Meetings,  such  vacancy  shall  be  immediately  filled  until  the  next  Annual  Meeting  by 
majority  vote  of  all  members  then  serving  on  the  Council. 

SECTION  4.  At  a  regular  meeting  not  later  than  the  last  regular  meeting  prior  to  the 
Annual  Meeting,  the  Nominating  Committee  shall  submit  its  recommendations  of  three  or 
more  members  to  serve  on  the  Council  for  the  three  three-year  terms  to  become  vacant 
at  the  Annual  Meeting  and  of  one  or  more  additional  members  to  serve  on  the  Council  for 
the  unexpired  portion  of  each  three-year  term  to  become  vacant  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 
Other  nominations  for  members  of  the  Council  may  be  made  by  any  member  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  with  the  consent  of  the  nominee.  Election  shall  be  by  majority  vote  of  all  Fellows, 
Citation  Members,  Active  Members  and  Associate  Members  present.  The  three  nominees 
for  three-year  terms  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  elected  to  three-year 
terms.  Any  other  vacancies  shall  be  filled  by  the  nominees  receiving  the  highest  number 
of  votes  for  the  balance  of  the  respective  terms  for  which  they  are  nominated. 

SECTION  5.  No  person  who  has  served  on  the  Council  for  three  consecutive  years 
shall  be  eligible  for  election  or  appointment  to  the  Council  until  the  expiration  of  a  period 
of  one  year  thereafter. 


ARTICLE  IX 

Meetings  and  Duties  of  Council 

SECTION  1.  The  Council  shall  meet  within  fifteen  days  following  the  Annual 
Meeting,  at  which  time  it  shall  elect  a  Chairman  and  a  Secretary  from  among  its  members. 
Subsequent  meetings  shall  be  held  upon  call  by  the  Chairman  or  at  the  request  of  any  four 
members  of  the  Council.  A  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  any  business  shall  consist  of  six 
members  of  the  Council. 

SECTION  2.  The  Council  shall  have  the  sole  responsibility  for  and  authority  to 
make  any  and  all  decisions  (a)  relating  to  the  management  of  any  property  owned  or 
controlled  by  the  Society;  (b)  relating  to  any  publications  issued  by  the  Society;  (C) 
terminating  the  membership  in  the  Society  of  any  person  whose  activities  are  deemed  by 
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it  by  majority  vote  of  all  members  then  serving  on  the  Council  to  be  detrimental  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Society,  after  a  hearing  following  thirty  days  written  notice  to  the  member 
accused;  and  (d)  terminating  the  membership  in  the  Society  of  any  person  whose  dues 
remain  unpaid  four  or  more  months  after  the  Annual  Meeting. 

SECTION  3.  The  Council  shall  act  generally  as  a  guide  for  the  smooth  operation 
of  the  Society  and  in  an  advisory  capacity  to  the  officers.  It  may  request  the  presence  of 
members  of  the  Society  at  any  of  its  meetings. 

SECTION  4.  At  the  Annual  Meeting  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Council  to 
recommend  to  the  membership  of  the  Society  a  proposed  rate  of  dues  for  the  ensuing  year 
for  Fellows,  Citation  Members,  Active  Members,  Associate  Members  and  Corresponding 
Members. 


ARTICLE  X 
Committees 

SECTION  1.  There  shall  be  eleven  standing  committees,  namely:  Membership, 
Program,  Field  Trip,  Conservation,  Budget,  Research,  Data  Preservation,  Nominating, 
Auditing,  Refuge  and  Special  Projects  Funds  Advisory.  There  shall  also  be  appointed  from 
time-to-time  as  the  need  may  arise  a  Publicity  Committee  and/or  a  Banquet  Committee. 
The  President  may  from  time  to  time  appoint  other  committees.  The  members  of  each 
committee  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  who  shall  name  one  to  act  as  chairman. 

SECTION  2.  The  Membership  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  or  more  Fellows, 
Citation  Members  or  Active  Members.  It  shall  be  the  duties  of  the  Membership  Committee 
(a)  to  interview  prospective  members,  to  explain  to  them  the  purposes  of  the  Society  and 
the  qualifications  and  duties  of  members;  (b)  to  approve  and  accept  new  Associate  and/or 
Corresponding  Members  and  to  advise  the  General  Membership  of  such  new  members; 
(c)  to  propose  for  Honorary,  or  Active,  membership  such  persons  as  it  shall  approve  by 
majority  vote;  (d)  to  notify  each  new  member  of  his  acceptance  into  membership;  and  (e) 
to  maintain  a  current  roster  of  each  class  of  members. 

SECTION  3.  The  Program  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  or  more  members.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Program  Committee  to  plan  such  programs  for  meetings  as  may 
best  serve  the  purposes  of  the  Society. 

SECTION  4.  FIELD  TRIPS.  The  Field  Trip  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  or 
more  members.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Field  Trip  Committee  to  plan  and  conduct  field 
trips  throughout  the  year. 

SECTION  5.  The  Conservation  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  or  more  members. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Conservation  Committee  to  keep  the  Society  informed  at  all  times 
of  any  developments  in  matters  directly  or  indirectly  affecting  the  welfare  of  birds, 
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particularly  of  a  legislative  nature.  The  committee  shall  submit  such  matters  to  the  Society 
with  its  recommendations  for  suggested  action. 

SECTION  6.  The  Budget  Committee  shall  consist  of  two  or  more  members.  It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Budget  Committee  to  review  all  policies  pertaining  to  money,  to  make 
recommendations  accordingly  for  approval  by  the  membership  and,  in  collaboration  with 
the  Treasurer,  to  prepare  an  annual  budget  which  shall  be  submitted  to  the  membership 
for  approval  not  later  than  the  second  meeting  following  the  Annual  Meeting. 

SECTION  7.  The  Research  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  or  more  members.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Research  Committee  to  initiate  and  carry  to  conclusion  such 
serious  and  original  studies  as  it  may  consider  desirable  and  to  direct  the  members  in  such 
work. 


SECTION  8.  The  Data  Preservation  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  (3)  or  more 
members.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Data  Preservation  Committee  to  compile  and  maintain 
a  catalog  or  central  registry  of  where  and  in  whose  care  all  original  records  of  the  Society 
are  stored;  identify  any  other  original  records  which  may  be  in  need  of  preservation;  make 
or  compile  true  copies,  summaries,  extracts,  tabulations  or  other  reproductions  of  the  data 
contained  in  such  records,  and  record,  place,  transfer,  or  convert  data  into  printed  or 
electronic  formats  which  may,  from  time  to  time,  make  such  data  readily  accessible  to  the 
members  of  the  Society,  to  other  organizations,  and  to  researchers  and  interested  persons 
in  general.  Such  Committee  may  also  identify  and  recommend  to  the  Society  acquisition 
of  equipment,  software  and/or  hardware  as  may  be  useful  from  time  to  time  in  the  storage, 
manipulation  and  reproduction  of  data,  and  may  recommend  various  formats  and  media 
for  publication  of  the  data.  The  Committee  shall  also  keep  the  membership  advised  as  to 
the  new  statistical  methods,  and  computer  programs  and  systems  which  may  be  available 
to  process,  analyze  and/or  interpret  data. 

SECTION  9.  The  Nominating  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  members  chosen 
from  among  the  Fellows,  Citation  Members  and  Active  Members  whose  appointment  shall 
be  announced  at  a  regular  meeting  not  later  than  at  the  first  meeting  in  September.  It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Nominating  Committee  to  recommend  at  least  one  complete  slate  of 
members  to  fill  all  elective  positions  becoming  vacant  at  the  next  Annual  Meeting  and  to 
act  as  tellers  at  the  time  of  elections  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 

SECTION  10.  The  Auditing  Committee  shall  consist  of  two  members.  It  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Auditing  Committee  to  audit  all  financial  books  of  the  Society  immediately 
after  the  close  of  each  fiscal  year  and  to  make  a  written  report  to  the  Society,  with  one 
copy  of  such  report  to  be  incorporated  in  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society  and 
with  one  copy  to  become  a  part  of  the  Treasurer's  records. 

SECTION  1 1 .  The  Refuge  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  or  more  members.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Refuge  Committee  to  administer  the  refuges  and  any  other 
properties  of  the  Society  in  accordance  with  the  policies  determined  by  the  Council. 
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SECTION  12.  The  Special  Projects  Funds  Advisory  Committee.  The  Society’s 
Special  Projects  Funds,  consisting  of  specially  donated  funds  set  aside  to  endow  annually- 
selected  projects  and  donations,  including  the  fund  presently  known  as  the  Axtell-McVey 
Fund,  shall  be  administered  by  an  Advisory  Committee.  Such  Committee  shall  consist  of 
five  (5)  or  more  Fellows,  Citation  Members  or  Active  Members.  The  duties  of  the 
Committee  shall  be  to  periodically  make  recommendations  to  the  Membership  regarding 
investing  and  re-investing  the  Special  Projects  Funds;  to  annually  determine  the  amount 
of  interest  or  dividend  income  generated  from  the  previous  year  which  is  available  for 
expenditure  during  each  new  year;  and  to  periodically  report  fund  balances  to  the 
Membership.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  solicit,  evaluate,  investigate  and 
review  applications  for  grants  or  donations,  and  to  make  recommendations  to  the 
Membership  with  respect  to  each  request.  The  Committee  shall  also  prepare  written 
guidelines  to  assist  applicants  in  submitting  grant  requests. 

ARTICLE  XI 
Meetings 

SECTION  1.  Regular  meetings  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the  second  and 
fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month  from  September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive, 
excepting  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December. 

SECTION  2.  The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the  second 
Wednesday  in  October  (i.e.,  the  first  meeting  night  in  October). 

SECTION  3.  A  quorum  at  all  meetings  shall  consist  of  the  lesser  of  fourteen  dues- 
paying  members  or  ten  percent  of  the  total  dues-paying  membership. 

SECTION  4.  At  all  meetings  of  the  Society,  only  members  present  in  person  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote  on  any  matter  and  voting  shall  be  by  ballot  in  the  case  of  any  elections, 
unless  the  members  present  determine  to  the  contrary  by  unanimous  vote.  In  the  event 
the  number  of  nominees  for  any  elective  position  shall  exceed  the  number  of  vacancies 
to  be  filled  at  any  election,  cumulative  voting  shall  not  be  permitted  and  any  ballot 
containing  votes  for  fewer  nominees  than  the  number  of  vacancies  to  be  filled  shall  be 
void. 


ARTICLE  XII 

Niagara  Frontier  Region  Study  Area 

SECTION  1.  The  Niagara  Frontier  Region  Study  Area,  within  which  the  Society’s 
observations  and  studies  shall  be  made,  and  to  which  the  permanent  records  shall  be 
confined,  is  delineated  by  the  following  land  and  water  boundaries  in  the  western  part  of 
New  York  State  and  an  adjacent  portion  of  the  Niagara  peninsula  of  the  Province  of 
Ontario,  Canada. 
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The  eastern  land  boundary  begins  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  at  Point 
Breeze,  Orleans  County,  in  line  with  State  Route  98,  and  runs  southerly  on  State  Route 
98  to  its  intersection  with  State  Route  63  at  Batavia,  Genesee  County;  then  on  Route  63 
southeasterly  to  its  intersection  with  State  Route  19  at  Pavilion,  Genesee  County;  then  on 
Route  19  southwesterly  through  Warsaw  and  southerly  through  Pike  in  Wyoming  County 
to  the  Allegany  County  boundary;  then  easterly  on  the  Allegany-Wyoming  County 
boundary  and  easterly,  southerly  and  again  easterly  on  the  Allegany-Livingston  County 
boundary  to  the  Steuben  County  boundary;  then  southerly  on  the  Allegany-Steuben 
County  boundary  to  the  New  York  State-Pennsylvania  State  boundary. 

The  southern  land  boundary  begins  at  the  Allegany-Steuben  County  boundary 
junction  and  runs  westerly  on  the  New  York  State-Pennsylvania  state  boundary  to  where 
it  turns  northerly  at  a  90°  angle. 

The  western  land  boundary  in  New  York  State  begins  at  this  90°  angle  and 
continues  northerly  to  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  The  western  land  boundary  in  the 
Niagara  peninsula  of  Ontario  runs  northerly  from  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  aligned  with 
and  to  the  beginning  of  Regional  Road  8  in  Haldimand  Township,  Regional  Municipality 
of  Haldimand-Norfolk,  then  northerly  to  Provincial  Route  3  on  Regional  Road  8;  then 
easterly  on  Route  3  to  Canborough,  Dunnville  Township  then  northeast  on  Regional  Road 
14  from  Canborough  (via  Smithville  and  Canboro  Roads  and  then  north  on  Attercliffe  and 
east  on  Twenty  Roads)  to  Smithville,  West  Lincoln  Township,  Regional  Municipality  of 
Niagara;  then  northerly  on  Regional  Road  14  (via  Thirty  Road)  into  Grimsby  Township, 
curving  westward  on  Ridge  Road  to  Park  Road;  then  northerly  on  Park  Road  to  its  end  at 
Grimsby  Beach;  then  northerly  from  there  to  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Ontario. 

The  water  boundaries  of  the  Region  on  the  east,  north  and  west  in  Lake  Ontario  and 
on  the  west  in  Lake  Erie  are  as  follows:  In  Lake  Ontario,  the  boundary  is  a  line  extending 
from  the  point  at  which  the  land  boundary  in  line  with  State  Route  98  intersects  the  south 
shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  Orleans  County,  northerly  to  the  United  States-Canada 
International  boundary  at  about  43°  37.9'  N,  78°  IT  W;  then  westerly  and  southerly  on  the 
International  boundary  to  a  point  at  about  43°  0.16'  N,  79°  31.24'  W;  then  southerly  to  the 
point  where  the  land  boundary  reaches  the  Lake  Ontario  shore  at  Grimsby  Beach.  In  Lake 
Erie,  the  boundary  is  a  line  extending  from  the  point  where  the  New  York  State- 
Pennsylvania  state  boundary  reaches  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  northerly  on  the  same 
boundary  to  the  United  States-Canada  International  Boundary  at  about  42°  T  N,  79°  45.8' 
W;  then  on  a  line  350°  from  true  north  northerly  to  the  point  where  the  land  boundary 
begins  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  Haldimand  Township. 

ARTICLE  XIII 
Dues 


SECTION  1.  All  dues  shall  become  payable  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year. 
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SECTION  2.  Persons  elected  or  admitted  to  membership  after  April  1  shall  pay 
one-half  the  annual  dues  for  the  balance  of  that  fiscal  year. 

SECTION  3.  Honorary  Members  shall  be  exempt  from  dues. 

SECTION  4.  Annual  dues  for  all  other  members  of  the  Society  shall  be  determined 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  after  hearing  the 
recommendation  of  the  Council. 

SECTION  5.  All  members  shall  receive  The  Prothonotarv  and  the  cost  of  its 
subscription  shall  be  included  in  the  dues  of  Fellows,  Citation  Members,  Active  Members, 
Associate  Members  and  Corresponding  Members,  except  in  cases  where  more  than  one 
member  of  the  Society  is  a  member  of  the  same  household,  in  which  event  only  one  copy 
of  each  issue  of  The  Prothonotarv  will  be  mailed  and  the  dues  of  the  second  and  more 
members  of  the  same  household  shall  be  reduced  by  the  current  subscription  price. 


ARTICLE  XIV 
Publications 

SECTION  1.  The  Society  shall  publish  a  regular  publication  called  The 
Prothonotarv  and  may,  at  various  times,  issue  other  publications. 

SECTION  2.  The  subscription  price  for  The  Prothonotary  and  for  any  other 
publications  of  the  Society  shall  be  determined  by  the  Council. 

SECTION  3.  There  shall  be  an  Editor  of  The  Prothonotary  appointed  by  the  Council 
and  an  editorial  board  of  three  or  more  members  appointed  by  the  Editor  with  approval  of 
the  Council. 


ARTICLE  XV 
Amendments 

SECTION  1.  Amendments  to  this  Constitution  shall  be  by  vote  of  a  majority  of  the 
Fellows,  Citation  Members  and  Active  Members  present  at  a  regular  meeting. 

SECTION  2.  A  motion  to  amend  the  Constitution  must  be  discussed  and  approved 
at  two  consecutive  regular  meetings  of  the  Society. 
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THE  MONTH:  December,  1996 


For  most  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  December  was  a  placid  month,  with  above  average  temperatures  and  below 
normal  snowfall  thanks  to  a  strong  westerly  flow  of  the  upper  atmosphere  jet  stream  which,  for  the  most  part, 
kept  cold  arctic  air  in  the  higher  latitudes  of  Canada  while  warmer  moist  Pacific  and  gulf  air  dominated  the  low 
pressure  systems  moving  through  the  region.  The  first  significant  weather  disturbance  came  on  December  8th  as 
a  deep  low  pressure  system  over  eastern  Canada  circulated  cold  air  across  the  warm  (36°F)  waters  of  Lake  Erie 
on  westerly  winds  generating  squall  activity  which  dropped  almost  three  feet  of  snow  on  northern  Chautauqua 
County  and  other  parts  of  the  ‘snow  belt’;  a  similar  weather  system  on  the  19th  brought  more  squall  activity  that 
distributed  a  1 5  inch  snowfall  in  a  blizzard  on  the  Erie  County  south  towns  on  December  20th.  Once  again  this 
month,  Buffalo  and  that  portion  of  our  region  north  and  east  of  Lake  Erie,  were  spared  from  the  brunt  of  these 
squalls  by  prevailing  west,  southwest  winds.  The  only  general  snowfall  in  the  region  this  month,  3  to  8  inches  on 
December  25th,  resulted  from  a  low  pressure  system  with  cold  winds  crossing  the  Great  Lakes  and  generating 
lake  effect  bands  of  snow  from  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario.  However,  milder  weather  returned  on  the  following 
day  and  persisted  until  December  3 1  st  when  a  deep  high  pressure  system  over  the  Province  of  Ontario  brought  a 
northeast  flow  of  arctic  air  and  a  low  temperature  reading  of  8°(F)  at  Greater  Buffalo  Airport  for  the  month.  The 
average  temperature  for  the  month,  33.5°(F)  at  Buffalo  was  4.4  degrees  above  average;  precipitation  in  the  form 
of  rain  measured  3.42  inches,  .25  inches  below  normal;  snowfall  totaled  only  18.9  inches  for  the  month,  5.4 
inches  below  normal;  only  18%  of  possible  sunshine  was  recorded,  9%  below  average.  (Meteorological  data  as 
recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 
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December  was  remarkably  free  of  the  extra-limital  bird  sightings  which  occupied  most  of  the  space  allocated 
to  this  column  for  the  past  three  months  but  nonetheless  it  was  an  interesting  month  afield.  The  focus  of  attention 
for  most  local  bird-watchers  continued  to  be  the  gull  population  on  the  Niagara  River  where  eleven  species  were 
reported  during  December  including  at  least  one  adult  California  Gull  seen  by  Willie  D’Anna  and  a  large  party  of 
Canadian  and  American  birders  on  December  7th.  The  full  was  seen,  in  what  appears  to  be  a  favored  location  for 
the  species,  perched  on  a  flat  rock  along  the  lower  Niagara  River  shoreline  “a  little  upriver”  from  the  Robert 
Moses  Electric  Power  Plant  in  the  Town  of  Lewiston.  D’Anna,  who  has  become  well  acquainted  with  the  field 
marks  of  this  gull  in  its  adult  plumage  over  the  last  four  years,  suspects  this  bird  was  not  one  of  the  California 
Gulls  observed  on  the  Niagara  River  in  November  (see  Prothonotarw  vol.  62:12,  pg.  136).  Of  interest  is  the 
report  of  a  possible  second  record  of  this  species  in  our  study  area  this  month,  “a  third  year”  California  Gull 
sighted  on  the  Chadakoin  River  in  the  City  of  Jamestown  in  Chautauqua  County  during  the  Jamestown  Audubon 
Society’s  annual  Christmas  Bird  Count  on  December  22nd;  no  documentation  of  this  sighting  has  been  received 
as  of  this  writing.  On  December  18th,  Dean  DiTommaso  identified  an  immature  Black-legged  Kittiwake  among  a 
flock  of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at  the  sluice  gates  regulating  the  flow  of  water  in  the  upper  Niagara  River  at  Niagara 
Falls,  Ontario;  the  diagnostic  black  half-collar  across  the  bird’s  hind  neck,  its  black  outer  primary  feathers  and 
carpal  bar  forming  a  striking  M  pattern  across  the  upper  wing  surface  were  clearly  seen.  Two  reports  of 
kittiwakes  on  the  river  during  the  Society’s  Christmas  Bird  Count  on  December  15th  have  not  been  confirmed  by 
written  documentation.  On  December  29th,  Vivian  Pitzrick  was  surprised  to  find  an  adult  Great  Black-backed 
Gull  among  a  flock  of  Herring  Gulls  feeding  on  mud  flats  at  the  edge  of  partially  drained  Amity  Lake  near  the 
Village  of  Belmont  in  AJlegany  County.  With  the  help  of  Doris  Burton,  who  researched  extant  records  of  the 
Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  and  BOS  member  Dave  Suggs  who  employed  his  computer  skills  to  search  our 
society’s  data  base  for  relevant  material,  it  was  determined  that  Pitzrick’ s  find  was  apparently  a  first  record  of 
Great  Black-backed  Gull  in  Allegany  County. 

It  appears  that  a  number  of  Tundra  Swans  will  winter  on  the  Niagara  River  for  a  second  year.  Paul  Benham 
counted  22  swans  at  Beaver  Island  State  Park  on  Grand  Island  on  December  1st;  on  the  22nd,  Barbara 
Henderson  and  Peter  Yoerg  reported  a  flock  of  50  swans  on  the  river  at  Fort  Erie,  Ontario.  Of  further  interest  is 
the  record  high  count  of  2786  Canada  Geese  on  the  Society’s  Christmas  Bird  Count  on  December  15th  as  the 
local  sedentary  population  of  this  supposedly  migratory  species  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  continues  to  increase. 
Other  infrequent  winter  visitors  seen  in  December  include  an  adult  Red-shouldered  Hawk  resident  in  a  wood  lot 
behind  Tom  Harper’s  home  on  Broadway  in  Darien  Center  in  Genesee  County  between  December  22nd  and 
27th.  Willie  D’Anna’ s  sighting  of  a  Merlin  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  on  the  14th  represents  the  fifth  December 
record  for  this  uncommon  migratory  falcon  since  1 99 1  and  may  be  further  evidence  that  this  species  is  beginning 
to  winter  in  the  northeast  in  small  numbers.  Once  again  in  December,  reports  have  been  received  of  three  to  five 
Purple  Sandpipers  observed  among  the  rocks  of  the  rapids  in  the  upper  Niagara  River  at  Niagara  Reservation 
State  Park,  (see  “Noteworthy  Records”).  This  is  the  13th  consecutive  year  that  a  small  population  of  these 
sandpipers  has  been  recorded  in  this  habitat  in  December  and  prior  to  that,  Dave  Suggs  computer  data  base 
indicates  eight  sightings  between  1968  and  1982  with  a  high  count  for  this  location  of  eight  bids  in  1974. 

Finally,  the  mild  winter  weather  in  December  yielded  an  extra  dividend  with  observations  of  several  “half- 
hardy”  passerine  species.  On  December  15th,  Peter  Yoerg  and  Barbara  Henderson  found  a  very  late  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglet  moving  through  the  trees  and  shrubs  of  the  “campsite  habitat”  of  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  in 
the  Town  of  Dunnville.  The  diagnostic  white  eye  ring  and  “ruby  colored  crown”  of  the  bird  were  clearly  seen.  A 
wintering  flock  of  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  of  indeterminate  number  was  seen  on  several  occasions  during 
December  by  Tom  and  Susan  O’Donnell  on  Lutts  Road  in  the  Town  of  Porter  in  Niagara  County.  The  birds  were 
observed  on  stalks  of  goldenrod  and  other  perennial  plants  in  an  old  field  bordering  the  road;  the  warblers  were 
apparently  sustaining  themselves  by  gleaming  seeds  as  there  was  no  evidence  of  bayberry  ( Myrica  sp.)  or  other 
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fruited  shrubs  in  the  area.  On  December  8th,  Willie  D’Anna  and  Bill  Watson  observed  a  Chipping  Sparrow  in  a 
guild  that  included  20  American  Tree  Sparrows,  15  Song  Sparrows,  six  Dark-eyed  Juncos,  one  Field  Sparrow 
and  two  White-crowned  Sparrows.  The  birds  were  moving  through  an  orchard  in  a  field  near  the  intersection  of 
the  Wilson- Youngstown  and  the  Youndstown-Lockport  Roads  in  the  Town  of  Porter.  The  Chipping  Sparrow 
was  distinguished  from  the  other  fringillids  by  its  smaller  size,  unstreaked  breast  and  diagnostic  black  line 
extending  through  the  eye  to  the  bill.  On  December  29th,  D’Anna  and  Dean  DiTommaso  found  a  Chipping 
Sparrow,  apparently  the  same  bird,  in  this  orchard.  On  December  10th,  Elizabeth  Brooks  netted  an  adult 
Chipping  Sparrow  at  her  banding  station  on  the  Waterwells  Road  in  the  Town  of  Alfred  in  Allegany  County. 

Joseph  Thill 

ERRATA 


Prothonotary ,  Vol.  62:12,  December,  1996 

Page  135,  line  20,  should  read:  ...’’The  Great  Gull  Show”... 

Page  136,  line  16,  should  read:  ...  subspecies  L.c. .. . 

Page  136,  line  18,  should  read:  ...L.c.  canus... 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (BOS.  1991)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ormthological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Dec. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-throated  Loon 

3 

1 

Pt.  Breeze,  Lake  Ont. 

Watson 

u 

7 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  S.P. 

Morgante 

u 

15 

13 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Red-necked  Grebe 

7,8 

1,1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Hamilton,  Andrle 

u 

15 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

22 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Broderick 

u 

29 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Hamilton 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

10 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Benham 

Tundra  Swan 

1 

22 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Benham 

u 

1 

3 

Chippawa,  Ont. 

Hamilton 

u 

15 

50 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Snow  Goose 

7L 

1  (white  morph) 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

American  Black  Duck 

7 

20 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

Mallard 

7 

600 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 
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Name  of  Bird 

Dec. 

Number 

Northern  Shoveler 

3L 

10 

Redhead 

14 

25 

29 

9 

Lesser  Scaup 

14 

2 

Surf  Scoter 

5 

1 

Ruddy  Duck 

7 

1 

Bald  Eagle 

7,8 

U 

u 

15 

1  imm. 

u 

28 

1  ad. 

*  Northern  Goshawk 

29 

1 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

22.27 

1 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

14 

1 

u 

14 

3 

u 

15 

1 

u 

28 

1 

Merlin 

14 

1 

Killdeer 

15 

1 

Purple  Sandpiper 

5,17 

3,4 

u 

7,27 

4,5 

Dunlin 

1 

4 

Little  Gull 

7 

u 

7 

2 

a 

15 

2 

u 

24,27 

3,2 

California  Gull 

7 

1 

Iceland  Gull 

1,7 

U 

u 

1-15 

3  max. 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

6,7 

2,1 

u 

7 

1 

u 

8 

1 

u 

14 

3 

u 

15 

3 

u 

27 

2 

Glaucous  Gull 

27 

3 

u 

27 

4 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 

29 

1 

Black-lee.  Kittiwake 

18 

1  imm. 

Snowy  Owl 

3 

1 

u 

7 

1 

u 

8 

1 

a 

10 

1 

u 

14 

2 

u 

15 

2 

u 

15 

1 

Location 

Observer 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Morgante 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Morgante 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Somerset  Twp. 

'Morgante 

Queenston,  Ont. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew 

Darien  Twp. 

Harper 

Carlton  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Yates  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Niagara  Falls.  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Hamilton,  Broderick 

Goat  Island 

S&T  O’Donnell.  Yoerg  et  al 

Queenston  Reservoir 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Niagara  Falls 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Lewiston  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

Devil’s  Hole  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Hamilton 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

many  observers 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Hamilton,  Watson  et  al 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  et  al 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Morgante,  Davis 

Oueenston  Reservoir 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

Goat  Island 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

Queenston  Reservoir 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

Amity  Lake 

V&R  Pitzrick 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

DiTommaso 

Point  Breeze,  L.  Ontario 

Watson 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Benham 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Morgante 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante,  Davis 

Wilson  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 
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Name  of  Bird 

Dec. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Raven 

31 

2 

Bush  Hill  S.P 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Tufted  Titmouse 

15 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg 

Winter  Wren 

11 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

T5 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Eastern  Bluebird 

3 

6 

Batavia  Twp. 

Watson 

Hermit  Thrush 

28 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P 

D’Anna 

44 

29 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Potter 

Northern  Shrike 

3 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle 

44 

7 

3 

Orleans  County 

Morgante 

44 

14 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

15 

2 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

12,28 

12,2 

Porter  Twp. 

S.  O’Donnell,  D’Anna 

44 

22 

1 

Port  Weller 

Broderick 

Chipping  Sparrow 

8.29 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

8 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

44 

10 

1  (banded) 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Field  Sparrow 

8,29 

1,3 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Swamp  Sparrow 

15 

2-3 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

8,29 

2,6 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Watson  et  al 

Snow  Bunting 

3 

4 

Batavia  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

8 

35 

Porter  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

28 

3 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Common  Grackle 

31 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Potter 

Purple  Finch 

1-31 

3  max. 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

44 

1 

1 

Youngstown  Twp. 

Broderick 

Red  Crossbill 

14 

2 

Bush  Hill  S.P. 

Chilton 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  283* 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  6 

Total  for  year . 289 

*  (Corrected  -  including  Addenda) 

1996  ADDENDA 


Name  of  Bird 

Date. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Bl. -capped  Petrel 

9/8 

1 

Port  Colbome 

Wornington  et  al 

44 

9/8 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Curry  et  al 

44 

9/15 

1 

Town  of  Niagara 
(found  alive  -  photos) 

Obusek  (SPCA) 

9/15 

1 

Newfane 

(found  alive  -  photos) 

Miller 

44 

9/15 

1 

Ft.  Erie  Twp. 

(found  dead) 

Curry  et  al 

*  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel 

9/10 

3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Lindley 
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Name  of  Bird 

Date. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Great  Egret 

9/24 

1 

Ft.  Erie  Twp. 

Summerville 

u 

9/28 

1 

Ft.  Erie  Twp. 

Summerville 

*Yellow-cr.  Night-Heron  4/23 

1 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Skinner 

Brant 

3/27 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Tiller 

Eurasian  Wigeon 

3/29 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Tiller  et  al 

Long-tailed  Jaeger 

9/8 

3 

Buffalo,  NY  &  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

•  Curry 

u 

9/14 

5 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Knapton 

Laughing  Gull 

9/9 

1 

Ft.  Erie  Twp. 

Roberson  et  al 

*  Sooty  Tern 

9/8 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Curry  et  al 

(1st  record  for  BOS  study  area) 

Sooty  Tern 

9/8 

1 

Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Curry  et  al 

(found  dead  -  Specimen  #159642  at  Royal  Ontario  Museum) 

Great  Gray  Owl 

5/6 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Schnell 

*  Bohemian  Waxwing 

Fall 

13 

Wellsville 

Ives 

(no  specific  date) 

*Painted  Bunting 

5/13 

1 

St.  Catharines 

Barleys 

Pine  Grosbeak 

1/21 

7 

Porter  Twp. 

Davis 

1988  ADDENDA 


Dovekie  10/23  1  Port  Weller,  Ont.  Butler 

(Specimen  #154509  Royal  Ont.  Museum) 

1992  ADDENDA 

Common  Raven  9/5  1  Amity  Twp.  Pitzrick 

&&&&&&&& 

1997  Vaughan  Lecture 
Wednesday,  April  23,  1997 

“The  Future  of  Birds:  Is  the  Extinction  Crisis  Real?” 

Dr.  David  Steadman. 

In  a  slide-illustrated  lecture  Dr.  Steadman  looks  at  the  worldwide  extinction  of  birds  over  short  and  long 
times  scales.  To  what  extent  are  these  extinctions  depleting  the  global  avifauna  beyond  what  we  might  under 
non-industrialized  conditions? 

Dr.  Davis  Steadman  is  Assistant  Curator  of  Ornithology  at  the  Florida  Museum  of  Natural  History, 
University,  Gainsville. 


A******* 
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Report  Of  the  68^  B.O.S. 

Christmas  Bird  Count 

William  Bogacki,  Compiler 

A  poor  Christmas  count  resulted  from  so-so  weather  in  the  morning  and  afternoon,  a  later  than  usual  count 
and  duck  hunters  afield.  It  was  mild  in  the  and  in  the  afternoon.  There  were  32  participants  in  the  Buffalo 
circle.  75  species  were  counted;  43, 133  individuals  were  reported  in  the  16  territories. 

Facts  and  figures  of  the  68^  Buffalo  Circle  Christmas  Count  are  reported  below: 

Date:  December  22,  1996 

Area:  Centering  on  Grand  Island,  including  both  branches  of  the  Niagara  River  and  adjacent  territory 

-  from  the  Gorge  below  the  Falls  to  Fort  Erie  and  Buffalo. 

Weather:  Morning  was  overcast,  and  afternoon  was  also  overcast.  Temperatures  ranged  from  an  early 

morning  low  of  34°  (F)  to  an  afternoon  high  of  36°(F),  with  winds  from  the  S-SW  at  8  to  10  mph.  The 
Niagara  River  was  free  of  ice.  The  snow  cover  was  about  1  to  2  inches. 

Coverage:  32  observers  in  17  parties  made  observations  from  6:00  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Party-hours  were 
118.25  (43  on  foot  and  75.25  by  car),  plus  5  hours  at  feeders  and  5  hours  owling.  Party-miles  were 
627.75  (44.25  on  foot  and583.5  by  car). 

Territories  and  Observers:  (leaders  underlined) 

A.  Canada:  Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  Welland  River  and  Niagara  River  west  to  M.C.R.R.,  Portage  Road  and 

area  boundary.  Willie  D’Anna.  Betsy  Potter,  Dean  DiTommaso.  48  species;  15,665  individuals. 

B.  Canada:  Welland  River  south  to  Black  Creek  and  the  Niagara  River  west  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and 

area  boundary.  Richard  Byron.  Barbara  Byron.  22  species;  1,693  individuals. 

C.  Canada:  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  west  to  area  boundary  and  south  to  Bowen  Road.  Mike  Hamilton.  27 

species;  834  individuals 

D.  Canada:  Black  Creek  south  to  the  Peace  Bridge  and  the  Niagara  River  west  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Way. 

Frances  Rew.  Audrey  Horbett.  35  species;  5,665  individuals. 

E.  Canada:  Bowen  Road  south  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and  Niagara  River.  Drew 

Campbell.  Brad  Clements,  Blayne  Farnan,  Marcy  Foster.  32  species;  1,809  individuals. 


7 


No.  63,  Vol.  1 


F.  Niagara  Falls:  Porter  Road,  Hyde  Park  Blvd.,  Pine  Ave.  and  Main  St.  south  to  Niagara  River,  including 

Goat  and  Cayuga  Islands  and  east  to  Military  Road.  Lynne  Landon,  Terry  Yonker.  29  species;  8,649 
individuals. 

G.  North  Tonawanda:  Military  Rd.  southeast  to  N  Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River  northeast  to  area 

boundary.  Dan  Robertson,  Anna  Bauer,  Robert  Andrle,  Gerald  Condren,  Jerald  Farrel.  41  species; 
3,261  individuals. 

H.  Tonawanda:  Sheridan  Dr.  north  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River  east  to  area  boundary. 

Gerald  Rising.  20  species;  463  individuals. 

J.  Buffalo:  Sheridan  Dr.  east  and  south  to  area  boundary,  west  to  Niagara  River.  Gerry  Rising.  Tom  Greg.  22 

species;  1,381  individuals. 

K.  Grand  Island:  West  of  Stony  Point  Rd.,  north  of  Huth  and  Long  Roads  to  the  Niagara  River.  William 

Townsend.  17  species;  117  individuals. 

L.  Grand  Island:  Huth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Whitehaven  Road  and  Stony  Point  Rd.,  west  to  the  Niagara 

River.  Bill  Burch.  Christopher  Johnson.  24  species;  1,097  individuals. 

M.  Grand  Island:  East  of  Stony  Point  Rd.  and  north  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  to  the  Niagara  River.  Mike 

Zebehazv.  35  species,  93 1  individuals. 

N.  Grand  Island:  Whitehaven  Rd.  south  to  Love  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd.  west  to  the  Niagara  River.  Robert 

Brock.  David  Cooper.  25  species;  525  individuals. 

O.  Grand  Island:  Whitehaven  Rd.  south  to  Love  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd.  east  to  the  Niagara  River.  Chuck 

Rosenburg.  26  species, 3 67  individuals. 

P.  Grand  Island:  Love  Rd.  south  to  Spaulding  Rd.  from  the  East  Branch  to  the  West  Branch  of  the  Niagara 

River.  Doug  Happ.  Pat  Martin.  25  species,  374  individuals. 

Q.  Grand  Island:  South  of  Spaulding  Rd.  to  the  Niagara  River.  William  Bogacki.  Edward  Ratajczek.  23 

species,  302  individuals. 

Species  Recorded:  The  following  page  records  the  species  reported  by  territory.  The  total  of  2,786  for 
Canada  Goose  was  the  highest  ever. 
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Buffalo  Christmas  Count:  December  22,  1996 


Species  Section 

A 

B 

C  D 

E  1  F 

G  H 

J 

K 

L 

M  |  N 

O 

P 

Q 

TOTALS 

Common  Loon 

1 

_ 

' 

" 

1 

Homed  Grebe 

1 

_ 

1 

Great  Blue  Heron 

1 

3 

‘  4 

Tundra  Swan 

4 

1 

— 

5 

Canada  Goose 

287 

400 

268 

1147 

244  200 

165  2 

29 

16 

28| 

2786 

American  Black  Duck 

16 

1 

3 

if 

7 

2 

— 

37 

Mallard 

825 

57 

50 

215 

2  242 

305  120 

500 

21 

38 

37 

12 

17 

2441 

Gadwall 

47 

47 

Amen  can  Wigeon 

3 

2 

— 

5 

Canvasback 

5 

125 

1235 

3864 

' 

160 

10 

r 

5399 

Redhead 

3 

55 

10 

— 

— 

68 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1 

1 

Greater  Scaup 

1 

127 

231 

2 

25 

388 

Lesser  Scaup 

2 

4 

44 

1 

4 

— 

2 

57 

Oldsquaw 

i 

1 

— 

2 

Common  Goldeneye 

248 

144 

263 

132 

1 

3 

14 

10 

4 

4 

15 

838 

Buffi  ehead 

13 

188 

3 

1 

2 

10 

217 

Hooded  Merganser 

3 

4 

2 

16 

1 

26 

Common  Merganser 

71 

31 

185 

i 

■ 41 

3 

295 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

2 

24 

3 

2 

12 

43 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

2 

1 

3 

Cooper's  Hawk 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Red- tailed  Hawk 

3 

2 

4 

1 

10 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

4 

1 

1 

43 

Amen  can  Kestrel 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

9 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

1 

1 

2 

Amencan  Coot 

2 

2 

Kill  deer 

2 

2 

Purple  Sandpiper 

4 

4 

Little  Gull 

1 

1 

2 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

1800 

390 

700 

2 

301 

8 

2 

105 

6 

3314 

Ring-billed  Gull 

1500 

1 

180 

10 

1883 

861 

200 

245 

5 

3 

3 

8 

6 

113 

4243 

Hemng  Gull 

9700 

2 

3 

1 

38 

1 

1 

5 

2 

1 

3 

9757 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

1 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

5l 

1 

6 

Glaucous  Gull 

r 

1 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

590 

7 

70 

1 

2 

1 

1 

672 

Rock  Dove 

116 

266 

1 

112 

67 

51 

20 

42 

28 

4 

215 

9 

10 

941 

Mourning  Dove 

9 

10 

81 

39 

19 

781 

<1 

3 

37 

30 

12 

11 

31 

3> 

373 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

2 

1 

2 

4 

9 

Great  Homed  Owl 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

1 

2 

Long-eared  Owl 

6 

6 

Belted  Kingfisher 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

8 

Downy  Woodpecker 

5 

7 

2 

10 

7 

1 

1 

3 

13 

12 

4 

3 

5 

2 

75 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

3 

3 

Northern  Flicker 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

21 

1 

1 

13 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

0 

Blue  Jay 

35 

18 

28 

22 

103 

6 

14 

2 

1 

31 

25 

22 

15 

20 

10 

352 

Amencan  Crow 

iol 

5 

9 

210 

400 

32 

35 

11 

49 

9 

2 

8 

n 

2 

1 

790 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

21 

6 

11 

20 

83 

23 

35 

11 

15 

28 

33 1 

37 

32 

28 

6 

389 

Tufted  Titmouse 

3 

2 

6 

6 

5 

7 

29 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

1 

4 

5 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

3 

1 

9 

6 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

5 

35 

Brown  Creeper 

2 

1 

3 

2 

3 

11 

Carolina  Wren 

2 

2 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

2 

1 

2 

2 

7 

Eastern  Bluebird 

2 

2 

Amencan  Robin 

1 

24 

5 

3 

6 

3 

iol 

52 

Northern  Mockingbird 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Cedar  Waxwing 

30 

17 

14 

26 1 

16 

103 

Northern  Shnke 

1 

1 

European  Starling 

112 

402 

62 

1100 

287 

964 

2112 

71 

31 

802 

240 

171 

119 

55 

4 

6532 

Northern  Cardinal 

9 

7 

4 

20 

9 

22 

4 

3 

14 

18 

1 

11 

16 

3 

141 

Amencan  Tree  Sparrow 

35 

9 

116 

3 

50 

4 

17 

7 

15 

3 

9 

6 

274 

Chipping  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Song  Sparrow 

2 

81 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

18 

Swamp  Sparrow 

1 

1 

2 

White-thr  Sparrow 

12 

10 

1 

2 

6 

31 

White-cr  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

20 

14 

8 

38 

7 

4 

7 

8 

14 

1 

15 

136 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

2 

4 

6 

Brown-headed  Cow  bud 

1 

4 

5 

House  Finch 

50 

3 

18 

30 

371 

51 

1 

30 

19 

4 

9 

4 

256 

Amencan  Goldfinch 

13 

18 

10 

~~ 21 

32 

12 

1 

4 

4 

121 

3 

1 

8 

120 

House  Sparrow 

79 

50 

83 

73 

376 

267 

210 

14 

13 

60 

175 

76 

62 

105 

22 

1665 

Total  Species 

48 

22 

27 

35 

32 

29 

41 

20 

22 

17 

24 

35 

25 

26 

25 

23 

75 

Total  Individuals 

15665 

1693 

834 

5665 

1809 

8649 

3261 

463 

1381 

117 

1097 

931 

525 

367 

374 

302 1 

43133 
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Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird 

No  Hotline  reports  were  called  out  during  December,  but  it  was  still  a  busy  month  for  Dial-a-Bird 

reports. 

As  in  November,  the  majority  of  December  reports  were  from  the  Niagara  River,  which  produced 
accounts  of  eleven  gull  species  during  the  month.  Across  the  region,  at  least  ten  Snowy  Owls  were  described  at 
nine  locations,  and  Eastern  Bluebirds  were  reported  every  week. 

An  impressive  total  of  289  species  were  reported  to  Dial-a-Bird  during  1996,  as  the  system  logged  almost 
17,000  calls,  an  average  of  325  calls  per  week.  Electronic  mail  transcripts  of  the  main  announcement  and  updates 
were  also  distributed  through  the  Internet  to  over  1000  recipients  per  week  of  the  University  of  Arizona's 
National  Birding  Hotline  Cooperative  Birdeast  mailing  list  and  Cornell  University's  NYSBirds  list. 

The  transcripts  were  also  collected  and  stored  by  several  World  Wide  Web  pages,  creating  a  journal  of 
weekly  reports. 

Thanks  to  the  many  contributing  observers,  the  Dial-a-Bird  system  was  provided  with  more  than  enough 
information  to  fill  the  weekly  announcement  with  news  of  the  active  and  exciting  bird-life  in  the  Niagara  Frontier. 
In  addition  to  reports  received  via  telephone  messages,  input  was  supplied  through  e-mail  exchanges  with  Mike 
Street,  the  compiler  of  the  Hamilton  Birder's  Hotline  in  Ontario,  and  from  other  reporters  outside  the  region  who 
shared  highlights  from  their  visits  or  news  of  significant  sightings  in  nearby 

regions.  Most  valuable  and  appreciated  were  the  efforts  of  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  members  Willie 
D'Anna,  Bill  Watson,  Peter  Yoerg,  Mike  Morgante  and  Bill  Burch,  whose  reports  and  Hotline  calls  furnished  the 
core  of  the  weekly  announcements. 

David  F.  Suggs 


Activity  -  December  1996 


’’The  Year:  1996” 

by  Mike  Morgante 

This  past  year  will  likely  stand  out  in  the  memories  of  many  BOS.  members  for  years  to  come.  There 
were  many  memorable  birding  moments  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  in  1996.  The  highlight  of  the  year  was 
undoubtedly  the  occurrence  of  numerous  pelagic  species  that  were  blown  into  the  region  by  Hurricane  Fran. 
Over  a  two  week  period  in  September  many  fortunate  birders  witnessed  this  spectacular  event  unfold  on  Lake 
Erie  as  extremely  rare  species  such  as  Black-capped  Petrel,  Wilson's  Storm-Petrel,  Sooty  Tern,  and  American 
Oystercatcher  were  recorded.  Laughing  Gulls,  Red-necked  Phalaropes,  and  all  three  jaeger  species,  including  the 
region's  first  documented  Long-tailed  Jaegers,  were  seen  with  unprecedented  frequency.  The  sight  of  fifty 
(more?)  birders  lined  up  behind  spotting  scopes  on  Erie  Beach  in  Ontario  in  downright  lousy  weather  will  be  a 
lasting  memory  for  those  who  were  there.  Other  notable  highlights  include  a  magnificent  spring  migration  surge 
in  mid-May,  an  outstanding  B.O.S.  field  trip  to  the  Lake  Ontario  plain  led  by  Willie  D'Anna  in  October,  and  the 
usual  excitement  on  the  Niagara  River  in  November  and  December. 

September's  pelagic  sightings  helped  boost  the  total  number  of  species  for  1996  to  its  highest  level  in 
recent  years.  My  unofficial  records  indicate  282  for  the  year  but  there  may  be  a  few  others  with  the  addenda 
from  this  year,  not  to  mention  at  least  10  additional  species  reported  for  which  verification  reports  were  not 
submitted  (yet?).  There  were  also  no  regular  species  which  went  unreported.  Other  rarities  which  were  featured 
in  1996  include.  Gyrfalcon  (its  4th  consecutive  year),  Hoary  Redpoll,  Little  Blue  Heron,  Tricolored  Heron, 
Worm-eating  Warbler,  Swainson's  Warbler,  Great  Gray  Owl,  American  White  Pelican,  Rufous  Hummingbird, 
and  Mew  Gull. 
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"Best  of  the  year"  lists  are  common  for  movies,  music,  sports,  etc.  Here  is  my  arbitrary  list  of  honors  for 
birds  (not  birders)  for  the  year  1996  (...  the  envelope  please): 

Bird  Species  of  the  Year:  Black-capped  Petrel  —  how  many  years  or  decades  will  it  be  before  this 

species  is  recorded  in  the  region  again? 

Nesting  Species  of  the  Year.  Peregrine  Falcon  —  the  first  known  nesting  attempt  of  this  endangered 
species  in  the  region  was  a  success  and  front  page  news.  Honorable  mention  to  the  determined  Great  Egrets  of 
Motor  Island. 

Feeder  Bird  of  the  Year.  Rufous  Hummingbird  —  the  region's  first  showed  up  at  Jim  Wojewodski's 
residence  in  Colden  in  October  and  stayed  at  the  hummingbird  feeder  for  several  weeks. 

Here's  hoping  that  1997  provides  even  more  memorable  birding  and  remember  to  send  in  your  sightings 
and  verification  reports! 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Welcome  the  following  new  Associate  Members: 

Molly  Maghran  Barton 
162  Devonshire  Road 
Buffalo,  NY  14223 
Phone:  871-0611 

Anita  Wiezba 
3981  W.  River  Road 
Grand  Island,  NY  14072 
Phone:  773-9339 

Luther  D.  Loch 
355  Riverview  Drive 
Youngstown,  NY  14174 
Phone:  745-7683 

BOS.  members  who  wish  may  have  their  e-mail  addresses  list  in  Membership  News.  Please  notify  the  Editor. 

&***&&&* 

BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact 
Michael  Davis  at  874-2721. 
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Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month. 


September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p  m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Feb.  26: 

UB  professor  Dr.  Michael  Webster  will  discuss  mating  systems  among  Black-throated  Blue 
Warblers. 

Mar.  12: 

Gian  Dodici  of  the  Biology  Department  at  SUNY  -  Fredonia  will  report  on  “Computer  Model  of 
Nestling  Thrush  Growth  Rates  Compared  to  Field  Data.”  This  was  the  subject  of  a  McVey  Fund 
grant. 

Mar.  19: 

Program  to  be  Announced. 

Apr.  9: 

B.O.S.  member  Dave  Junkin,  Beaver  Meadow  Wildlife  Center,  will  be  presenting  the  program. 

Apr.  23 : 

1997  Vaughan  Lecture.  “The  Future  of  Birds:  Is  the  Extinction  Crisis  Real?”  presented  by  Dr. 
David  Steadman. 

March  22: 

FIELD  TRIPS 

Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  eastern  Niagara  County.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  in 
Wright's  Corners  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Route  78  at  the  Top's  Market,  a  block  north  of  the 
Route  104  intersection.  Leader:  Willie  D'  Anna  (731 -'4348). 

March  29: 

Saturday  not  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the 
Tanning  Bed  store,  on  the  south  side  of  Main  Street,  0.1  mile  east  of  Transit  Road.  Leader:  Mike 
Morgante  (685-4975). 

April  6: 

Sunday.  DST  begins.  Set  clock  ahead  one  hour. 

April  13: 

Sunday.  BOS  April  Bird  Count.  Compiler  TBA. 

April  20: 

Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ontario.  There  is  no  organized  trip  this  year;  the  weather 
has  let  us  down  too  often.  Pick  your  day:  not  raining  and  a  southerly  wind. 

April  27 : 

Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  the  Tanning  Bed  store,  0. 1  mile  east  of 
Main  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  Rochester  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Park  shelter. 
Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

12 


No.  63,  Vol.  1 


5>CS>CS*CSICJ*C5*C5*C^C 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  51  Park  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 


13 


BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Buffalo,  NY  14211 

Address  Correction  Requested 


Non  Profit  Org. 
U.S.  Postage 
PAID 

Buffalo,  NY 
Permit  No.  412 


Albert  R.  Mann  Library 
Acquisitions  Division 
Ithaca  NY  14850 


I  111  I  i  I  I  H  1 1  1 1 1  1  I  i ! i l 1 1 1  I i I  1 1  I !  i  i  i  I  t 1 1 I i i  i  li  I  I  I i ! I  1 1 i I i U i  I !  i  i 


Qi- 

(/7f 

P% 

v.  ip  3 
Ho.  3 

I  w 


fHl  S-SiWAOi'W'lASiY 


PUBLISHED  MONTHLY 
THE 

BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY,  INC. 
BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 

ALBERT  R.  MANN 

library 


APR  1  1997 


Volume  63 


February,  1997 


ITHACA,  NY 


umber  2 


THE  MONTH:  January,  1997 

The  new:  year  began  pleasantly  enough  with  five  days  of  mild,  if  damp  weather  culminating  with  a  record 
high  temperature  reading  for  the  date  of  62C(F)  dunng  the  early  morning  hours  of  January  5th.  Later  on  that  date  a 
deep  low  pressure  system  over  the  Great  Lukcs  brought  a  new  flow  ui  cold  an  and  more  neavy  snow  squaii 
activity  south  of  the  City  of  Buffalo  in  southern  Erie,  Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus  counties.  As  this  low  pressure 
system  deepened  and  with  the  jet  stream  at  its  farthest  south  of  the  winter,  cold  arctic  air  covered  the  eastern  and 
midwestem  sections  of  the  continent  generating  counter-clockwise  winds  of  high  velocity  over  all  bodies  of  open 
water  and  record  snowfalls  paralyzing  economic  and  social  activity  in  many  parts  of  the  affected  areas  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  Locally,  overnight  on  January  10th  and  1 1th,  a  narrow  band  of  lake  effect  squalls  with 
wind  gusts  exceeding  50  m.p.h.  and  a  wind  chill  factor  of  -40°(F),  dropped  24  to  30  inches  of  snow  on  Buffalo 
and  its  northern  suburbs  as  well  as  northern  Niagara  County  and  parts  of  the  Niagara  Peninsula  of  Ontario.  This 
storm,  evocative  of  the  infamous  “Blizzard  of  ‘77”,  resulted  in  the  City  of  Buffalo  being  closed  to  vehicle  traf  fic 
for  two  days.  In  the  storm's  aftermath,  a  cold  westerly  How  of  air  over  the  lower  Great  Lakes  continued  to 
provide  moisture 

for  snow7  showers  for  several  days.  A  high  pressure  system  over  the  mid-Atlantic  states  brought  bnef  respite  on 
January  15th  with  a  high  thermometer  reading  at  Buffalo  a  tropical  40cfF  )  and  allowed  many  of  the  BOS 
members-participating  in  the  annual  New  York  State  e  Waterfowl  Count  scheduled  for  this  week,  a  window  of 
opportunity  to  get  afield  before  a  new  outbreak  of  arctic  air  accompanied  a  cold  front  on  the  16th.  The  coldest 
temperature  of  the  winter  at  Buffalo,  -5°(f)  was  recorded  dunng  the  early  morning  hours  of  both  January  18th  and 
19th.  On  January  20th,  a  high  pressure  system  from  the  Ohio  Valley  built  over  the  region  bnnging  a  welcome 
moderation  in  ambient  temperatures  until  month’s  end.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  at  Buffalo  was 
24.7^F),  1.1  degrees  above  normal;  the  water  temperature  in  Lake  Ene  dropped  to  32°(F  )  for  the  first  time  on 
January  13th.  Precipitation  in  January  measured  4.25  inches,  1.55  inches  above  average;  snowfall  measured  42.4 
inches,  1.67  inches  above  average;  18%  of  possible  sunshine  was  recorded,  14%  below  normal.  (Meteorological 
data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

The  New  Year  was  only  one  day  old  when  the  open  waters  of  Lake  Ene  at  Point  Abino  in  the  Town  of  Fort 
Ene,  Ontano  w'ere  host  to  the  first  venfied  record  of  a  Yellow-billed  Loon  in  the  Niagara  Peninsula  and  the  BOS 
study  area.  The  bird  was  discovered  in  the  lake  just  east  of  the  terminus  of  the  public  access  road  along  Abino  Bay 
to  the  Point  by  John  Lamey  of  Mississauga,  Ontano  in  the  course  of  a  field  trip  on  January  2nd.  At  that  time, 
Lamey  saw  a  large  loon  in  nondescript  plumage,  quite  similar  to  the  Common  Loon  in  shape  but  morphologically 
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larger  with  a  thicker  neck  and  noticeably  heavier  bill  which  the  bird  held  at  a  pronounced  upw  ard  angle.  Closer 
inspection  revealed  the  signature  pale  yellow  bill  and  overall  brow  nish-gray  plumage  and  a  streaked  mantle  w  ith 
extensive  pale  edging  in  rows  which  define  an  immature  Yellow-billed  Loon.  For  the  next  three  days,  the 
predictable  coming  and  going  of  over  200  Canadian  and  American  birders  in  addition  to  many  local  perch 
fishermen  crowding  the  public  fishing  dock  at  the  Point,  brought  a  scene  of  frenetic  activity  to  this  quiet  3  locality. 
The  loon,  for  its  part,  seemed  to  enjoy  its  “fifteen  minutes  of  fame”  and  most  observers  obtained  excellent  views 
of  it  on  the  surface  of  the  water  within  60  to  200  yards  from  the  shore  or  dock.  The  bird  was  last  seen  during  the 
morning  hours  of  January'  5th  as  a  weather  front  approached  the  region  with  gale  force  winds,  falling  temperatures 
and  rain  which  changed  to  snow  squalls  later  in  the  day.  But  the  excitement  was  not  limited  to  the  star  attraction. 
When  Dave  and  Debbie  Suggs  arrived  at  Point  Abino  at  noon  on  January  4th,  they  noticed  that  the  attention  of  the 
birdwatchers  who  preceded  them  was  divided  between  those  scanning  the  lake  for  a  glimpse  of  the  loon  and  a 
smaller  group  gathered  in  the  parking  lot  east  of  the  fishing  cloak  looking  at  the  trees  in  a  woodlot  behind  the  road. 
They  had  identified  a  large  falcon  perched  near  the  crown  of  a  mature  hardwood  on  the  lot  as  an  adult  Gyrfalcon 
which  Mike  Morgante  described  as  “fairly  uniform  grayish”  but  lacking  the  “mustache  stripe”  the  celebrated  adult 
female  of  this  species  that  w  intered  along  the  City  of  Buffalo  waterfront  for  four  years  between  1992  and  1996, 
The  waterfowl  in  Abino  Bay  on  January  5th  included  a  flock  of  39  Tundra  Swans  wintering  there  and  one 
larger  swan  in  a  group  of  four  feeding  near  the  shoreline  which  Gail  Seamans  identified  as  a  Trumpeter  Swan  by 
its  diagnostic  head  configuration,  a  straight  line  profile  from  the  crown  to  the  tip  of  its  bill  and  black  facial  skin 
tapering  to  a  broad  point  at  the  eye.  On  January  3 1st,  Frances  Rew  found  two  large  swans  in  the  harbor  at  the  City 
of  Dunkirk  in  Chautauqua  County,  both  of  which  she  identified  as  Trumpeter  Swans  by  the  facial  and  bill 
characteristics  mentioned  above.  Neither  Seamans  or  Rew  were  able  to  discern  any  bands  on  their  birds  as  they 
were  observed  in  the  water  and  their  legs  were  not  evident;  however,  there  is  strong  presumptive  evidence  that  all 
three  were  probably  the  progeny  or  linear  descendants  of  captive  Trumpeter  Swans  either  raised  from  eggs  or 
brought  as  adults  to  northeastern  North  America  from  feral  populations  of  this  species  in  western  Canada  within 
the  last  twenty  years.  There  is  no  histone  evidence  of  a  breeding  population  in  the  northeast  since  1900.  In  1982, 
Harry  Lumsden  of  the  Wildlife  Research  Section  of  the  Ontano  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources  started  a  Trumpeter 
Swan  Restoration  Program  as  the  species  is  believed  to  have  formerly  bred  in  the  east,  at  least  to  James  Bay  in 
Ontano  and  probably  Quebec  before  being  extirpated  in  the  19th  Century.  The  program  to  reintroduce  the  species 
was  inaugurated  by  using  Mute  Swans  as  surrogate  parents  to  incubate  eggs  brought  from  Trumpeter  nests  in 
western  Canada  and  young  were  successfully  Hedged  at  Ontano  Place  in  Toronto  and  Cranberry  Marsh  at  Whitby 
on  the  shore  of  Lake  Ontano.  Subsequent  generations  have  dispersed  as  adults  to  many  locations  in  Southern 
Ontano  including  Long  Point  on  Lake  Ene,  the  Manitoulin  Islands  in  Georgian  Bay  and  many  sites  on  the  western 
shore  of  Lake  Ontario.  The  New  York  State  Avian  Records  Committee  (NYSARC)  has  advised  bird  clubs  in  the 
state  that  two  pinioned  pairs  of  Trumpeter  Swans  maintained  on  an  80  acre  pond  by  a  waterfowl  fancier  in  the 
Cayuga  Lake  Basin  in  Cayuga  County  in  central  New  York,  have  bred  successfully  for  the  past  five  seasons  and 
the  cygnets  released  to  the  wild  when  Hedged  without  being  banded.  A  pair  of  adult  Trumpeter  Swans  at 
Mountezuma  National  Wildlife  Refuge  last  summer  are  believed  to  be  from  this  population  while  two  pair  of  adult 
Trumpeters  at  the  Perch  River  Wildlife  Management  Area  in  Jefferson  County  in  New  York  State  which  have 
bred,  could  conceivably  have  come  from  either  the  Ontano  Project  population  or  Cayuga  County.  In  any  case,  our 
BOS  statisticians,  to  whom  the  vvnter  is  indebted  for  much  of  this  information,  will  assign  all  reports  of  this  swan 
in  our  study  area  to  the  Twilight  Zone  of  “ongin  uncertain”  until  such  time  as  ornithologists  are  agreed  that  viable 
breeding  populations  of  feral  birds  have  been  established  in  Northeastern  North  Amenca.  (See  Statisticians’  Note: 
Prothoiiotary,  Vol.  55:1,  p,.5,  1989). 

Other  records  of.  interest  this  month  include  an  adult  Blue-winged  Teal  seen  by  Willie  D'  Anna  and  Dean 
DiTommaso  on  a  sewage  lagoon  at  the  Waste  Water  Management  Facility  in  the  City  of  Batavia  in  Genesee 
County  on  January  5th;  it  is  only  the  second  winter  record  for  our  study  area.  At  least  five  Surf  Scoters,  including 
four  adult  females  and  one  male  bird  were  seen  on  the  upper  Niagara  River  at  Buffalo  throughout  the  month  while 
two  immature  female  scoters  of  this  species  were  seen  in  Lake  Ene  at  Silver  Creek  in  Chautauqua  County  by 
Frances  Rew  dunng  the  New  York  State  Waterfowl  Count  on  January  15th;  they  were  possibly  the  same  two 
females  of  this  species  reported  on  Lake  Erie  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  by  Terry  Mosher  on  the  27th.  The  Surf  Scoter, 
hitherto  classified  as  “a  very'  rare  winter  visitor”  in  this  region,  has  become  virtually  annual  but  uncommon  in  its 
occurrence  in  winter  in  the  past  ten  years.  On  January  1st,  Gail  Seamans  and  his  party  started  their  New  Year’s 
lists  with  the  sighting  of  an  adult  Turkey  Vulture  flying  along  the  Lake  Ontano  shoreline  over  the  Village  of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake  in  Ontario.  Of  related  interest  is  a  conversation  between  Bob  Andrle  and  John  Miles  of 
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Jarvis,  Ontario  who  adv  ised  him  of  a  Hock  of  eight  Turkey  Vultures  wintering  in  January  in  a  w  ooded  area  near 
Lake  Erie  in  the  City  of  Nanticoke  in  the  Haldimand-Norfolk  Regional  Municipality  in  Ontario  where  they  were 
sustaining  themselves  on  offal  from  a  meat  packing  plant  near  their  roost.  There  was  another  sighting  of  a 
CaliforniaGull  in  January,  an  adult  bird  reported  by  Dean  DiTommaso  and  Betsy  Potter,  both  in  flight  and  alight 
on  the  waters  of  the  Niagara  Riv  er  at  Goat  Island  in  the  Niagara  Reservation  State  Park  at  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y. 
Finally,  the  annual  New  Year’s  Day  Field  Trip  of  a  group  of  ardent  South  Towns  bird  watcher  known  as  “the 
leisurely  ladies”,  was  enlivened  when  one  of  their  number,  Frances  Rew,  spied  a  very  late  Palm  Warbler  working 
through  the  leafless  blanches  of  bushes  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Niagara  River,  two  miles  north  of  the  village  of 
Fort  Ene  on  the  Niagara  Parkway.  The  grayish-brown  back,  olive-brown  rump  and  bright  yellow  undertail 
coverts  were  observed  as  w  as  the  tail  wagging  peculiar  to  this  species  while  foraging. 

Joseph  Thill 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Jan. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

O  ry-\o \r*r\  T  oon 

i\cu  uiiuutvu  A _ on 

2 

vy 

T-r\nr  Milp  C'' rpAl'  Q  P 

D  ’  Anna,  DiT  om  maso 

Common  Loon 

1,4 

1,2 

Niagara  Falls 

several  observers 

Yellow-billed  Loon 

3 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

D’Anna  etal 

66 

3 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

66 

3 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

66 

4 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Morgante  et  al 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

15 

2 

North  Tonawanda 

Andrle,  Thill 

66 

26 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

Horned  Grebe 

2 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P.. 

66 

3 

64 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D’ Anna  etal 

66 

3 

20 

Evangola  S.P. 

D’Anna  etal 

Red-necked  Grebe 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna  etal 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

1,8 

1,1 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante,  Hamilton 

66 

1 

1 

Niagara-on- the-Lake 

Morgante 

66 

1 

2 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Seamans  et  al 

66 

26 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Great  Blue  Heron 

15 

24 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Andrle,  Thill 

Tundra  Swan 

3-5 

39  max. 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Bellerby,  many  observers 

66 

20 

3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

66 

26 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

66 

30 

7 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Andrle 

Trumpeter  Swan 

5 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Seamans 

(origin  uncertain) 

66 

31 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew  et  al 

Mute  Swan 

20 

1 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 

D’Anna  etal 

Snow  Goose 

15 

1  blue 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

66 

20 

1  blue 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

16 
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Name  of  Bird 

Jan. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Snow  Goose 

31 

8(7b,  lw) 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew  et  al 

Wood  Duck 

16 

10 

Elba  Twp. 

Seamans 

W4 

19 

1 

Fluvanna 

D’Annaet  al 

Northern  Pintail 

16 

6 

Elba  Twp. 

Seamans 

44 

18,26 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

D’Anna,  Morgan te 

44 

20 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna,  DiTommaso 

Blue- winged  Teal 

5 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

D'Anna,  DiTommaso 

Ring-necked  Duck 

2 

1 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

44 

4 

4 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Morgante  et  al 

44 

4 

6 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Lesser  Scaup 

5 

30 

Niagara  River 

Hamilton  (BOS) 

44 

21,29 

4,4 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Yoerg,  D’Anna 

Surf  Scoter 

4 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna  et  al 

44 

15 

2 

Silver  Creek 

Rew 

44 

20 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D’Annaet  al 

44 

21,29 

1,2 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Yoerg 

44 

21,30 

1,5 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

DiTommaso  etal 

44 

27 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

White-winged  Scoter 

21,29 

o  0 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Yoerg 

44 

31 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerbv 

Black  or  Surf  Scoter 

2 

2 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

Hooded  Merganser 

5 

7 

Point  Abino 

Hamilton  (BOS) 

44 

12,21 

3,3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Yoerg 

44 

15 

2 

North  Tonawanda 

Andrle,  Thill 

Turkey  Vulture 

1 

1 

N i  agara-on-  the  -  Lake 

Seamans,  Harper  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

20,23 

limm.,  1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Broderick 

Northern  Harrier 

12 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

S  &  T  O'Donnell 

Red-sh’d.  Hawk7.15.16.21.25 

1 

Danen  Twp. 

Harper 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

8 

1 

Danen  Twp. 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

1 

1 

Yates  Tw  p. 

Rosenburg 

44 

2 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Broderick 

44 

12 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

44 

18 

1 

Farmersville  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

Merlin 

31 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew  et  al 

Gvrfalcon 

4 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Morgante,  Coady  et  al 

American  Coot 

5 

3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Hamilton  (BOS) 

44 

15 

o 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Andrle,  Thill 

44 

26 

50 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

Purple  Sandpiper 

4,24 

5,3 

Niagara  Falls 

Dunlin 

3 

1 

Point  Abino.  Ont. 

D’Anna  etal 

Little  Gull 

1 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante 

44 

5 

3 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Hamilton  (BOS) 

44 

24 

8 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

California  Gull 

9 

1 

Goat  Island 

DiTommasoetal 

Iceland  Gull 

1-24 

6  max. 

Niagara  Falls 

several  observers 

44 

4,24 

3,4 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  D’Anna 

44 

4 

2 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

1 

1  ad. 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Morgante 

D’Annaet  al 

44 

1 

5  ad. 

Niagara  Falls 

44 

12 

1  ad.+  l  imm. 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

20 

1  2nd-w. 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

DiTommasoetal 

44 

26 

1  imm. 

Goat  Island 

D’Annaet  al 

Glaucous  Gull 

1,4 

1,1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Morgante,  Y oerg 

17 


No.  63,  Vol.  2 


Name  of  Bird 

Jan. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Glaucous  Gull 

15 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Bellerbv 

Black-leg.  Kittiwake 

5 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Snow  y  Owl 

1 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Harper,  Seamans  et  al 

44 

1 

1 

Buffalo 

Rew  et  al 

44 

2 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

4 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Harper 

44 

4 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

Barred  Owl 

26 

1 

Canadaway  Creek  N.S. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Long-eared  Owl 

11 

1 

Pendleton  Twp. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

“  1 

2,19,26 

1 

Lockport 

Rosenburg 

Short -eared  Owl 

18 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

44 

26 

3 

Y  ates  T  wp. 

Jones 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

3,26 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

D’Anna,  Yoers 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

18 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery' 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

Homed  Lark 

11 

100 

Wilson  Twp. 

Broderick 

“ E.a.alpestris 

19 

20 

Somerset  Tw  p. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

24 

30 

Niagara-on- the-Lake 

Bellerbv 

Common  Raven 

1 

2 

Gillies  Hill  S.F. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

19 

2 

Allegany  S.P. 

D’Anna  etal 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Seamans  et  al 

44 

18 

2 

Chappawa,  Ont. 

Bellerbv 

Carolina  Wren 

21 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

DiTommaso 

44 

23 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Bellerbv 

44 

28-30 

1 

Eden  Valley  (0 

Andrle 

Winter  Wren 

4 

1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

11 

1 

Bond  Lake 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

44 

26 

1 

Fas  i  Aurora 

Morgan  te 

Eastern  Bluebird 

4 

2 

Colden  Twp. 

Bee 

44 

4 

5 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

18 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Grav  Catbird 

19 

1 

Lake  Erie  S.P. 

Broderick 

44 

20 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

Northern  Mockingbird 

4 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

Bee 

44 

17 

1 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

44 

22 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna 

Cedar  Waxwing 

31 

125 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

Northern  Shrike 

1 

1 

N  i  agara-on-  the-Lake 

Harper,  Seamans  et  al 

44 

1 

1 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Seamans  et  al 

44 

2 

1 

Joseph  Davis  S.P. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

44 

5 

1 

Porter  T wp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

11 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

44 

17 

1 

Lancaster  T  wp. 

Morgante 

44 

24 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

44 

26 

1 

Canadaway  Creek  N.S. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

2,24 

3,12 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

11 

1 

Bond  Lake 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

44 

18 

1 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

Palm  Warbler 

1 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

Eastern  Towhee 

10 

2 

Grand  Island  Twp. 

D’Anna,  N.  Burke 

44 

14-31 

1 

Pom  fret  Twp.  (f) 

Moshers 

Field  Sparrow 

2,20 

2,1 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

11 

2 

Newfane  Twp. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

Swamp  Sparrow 

21,29 

3 

Tifft  N.P. 

DiTommaso,  Brodenck 
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Name  of  Bird 

Jan. 

Number 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

1 

1 

66 

24 

2 

Lapland  Longspur 

11,18 

30,1 

66 

19 

8 

Snow  Bunting 

11 

200 

64 

13 

100 

66 

19 

10 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

1,18 

3,6 

64 

2 

1 

66 

22 

1 

66 

27 

3 

Rusty  Blackbird 

18 

5 

Common  Grackle 

7 

3 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

5 

10 

66 

13 

1 

66 

14,21 

2  2 

Purple  Finch 

1-31 

1-15 

66 

1 

1 

66 

19 

3 

66 

27 

1 

66 

28 

1 

Red  Crossbill 

19 

6 

Location 

Observer 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Annaetal 

Wilson  Twp. 

Broderick,  D’Anna 

Y  ates  T  wp 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Wilson  Twp. 

Broderick 

Wales  Twp. 

Bee 

Yates  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Rew,  Broderick 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna 

WheatfieldTwp.  (0 

Potter 

Port  Colbome,  Ont. 

Broderick 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Lancaster  Twp.  (0 

Morgante 

Tonawanda  Twp.  (f) 

Hess 

Amity  Lake  (0 

Pitznck 

Gillies  Hill  S.F. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Great  Valley  Twp.  (0 

D’Annaetal 

Lancaster  T  wp. 

Rosenburg 

Pomfret  Twp.  (f) 

Moshers 

Bush  Hill  S.P. 

D’Annaetal 

Other  species  recorded  in  January:  Canada  Goose,  American  Black  Duck,  Mallard,  Gadwall,  American  Wigeon, 
Canvasback,  Redhead,  Greater  Scaup,  Oldsquaw,  Common  Goldeneye,  Bufflehead,  Common  Merganser, 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Cooper’s  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  American  Kestrel,  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  Ruffed 
Grouse,  Wild  Turkey,  Bonaparte’s  Gull,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  Rock  Dove, 
Mourning  Dove,  Eastern  Screech-Owl,  Great  Horned  Owl,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  Downy 
Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Northern  Flicker,  Pilated  Woodpecker,  Blue  Jay,  American  Crow,  Black- 
capped  Chickadee,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  Golden-crowned  Kinglet, 
American  Robin,  European  Starling,  Northern  Cardinal,  American  Tree  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow,  White -throated 
Sparrow,  House  Finch,  American  Goldfinch,  House  Sparrow. 


Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  116 

Total  for  year .  116 


1997  Vaughan  Lecture 
Wednesday,  April  23,  1997 

“The  Future  of  Birds:  Is  the  Extinction  Crisis  Real?” 

Dr.  David  Steadman. 

In  a  slide-illustrated  lecture  Dr.  Steadman  looks  at  the  worldwide  extinction  of  birds  over  short  and  long 
times  scales.  To  what  extent  are  these  extinctions  depleting  the  global  avifauna  beyond  what  we  might  under  non- 
industnalized  conditions? 

Dr.  Davis  Steadman  is  Assistant  Curator  of  Ornithology  at  the  Florida  Museum  of  Natural  History, 
University,  Gainsville. 
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Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  January  1997 

A  Hotline  alert  of  a  Yellow-billed  Loon  at  Point  Abino,  Ontario,  first  reported  on  January  2,  was  an 
exciting  way  to  start  the  year.  Mild  weather,  and  at  least  a  three  day  stay  by  the  loon,  provided  many  birders  a 
chance  to  see  the  region's  first  Yellow-billed  Loon.  An  extra  highlight  occurred  on  January  4,  when  a  v  isit  by  a 
Gyrfalcon  to  the  same  location,  overlapped  with  the  loon. 

Dial-a-Bird  reports  for  January'  included  at  least  98  species,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  many  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society  birders  who  spend  New  Year's  day  in  the  field.  Their  reports  included  winter  surprises  of  a 
Turkey  Vulture  in  Niagara-on-the-Lakeand  a  Palm  Warbler  in  Fort  Erie.  Willie  D'Anna  and  Dean  DiTommaso’s 
month-long  species  quest  through  the  New  York  area  of  the  region  contributed  seldom  reported  Red  Crossbills 
from  Bush  Hill  State  Forest  in  Humphrey  Township,  and  Common  Ravens  in  Allegany  State  Park. 

David  F.  Suggs 


>|<  \|<  »|/  *j« 

DELAWARE  PARK  MAY  BIRD  WALKS 

Few  birding  places  are  better  than  Delaware  Park  in  Buffalo  on  a  warbler  “fallout”  morning.  To  encourage 
newer  members  and  those  who  like  to  bird  in  a  group  we  are  recommending  the  long-standing  Saturday  morning 
walks  of  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society.  Their  Tnp  Chairman,  Tony  Wagner,  invites  us  to  join  the  walks  so  they 
are  listed  in  our  tnp  schedule.  They  meet  at  8:00  a.m.,  May  10,  17  and  24,  at  Rumsey  and  Windsor  Roads. 
Rumsey  lies  along  the  south  border  of  Delaware  Park  and  is  easily  reached  from  Delaware  Avenue. 

A  favorite  birding  spot  is  reached  from  the  starting  place  by  walking  north  over  the  stone  bndge  and 
continuing  about  50  yards  further  to  a  brushy  drop-off.  This  side  and  the  far  side,  where  there  are  spnngtime  wet 
spots  can  give  close-up  birding.  The  usuai  bird  walk  crosses  the  stone  bndge,  turns  nght  and  circles  the  playing 
field  counter-clockwise  then  reaches  the  brushy  drop-off. 

Bill  Burch 


^  «|/  *Jj 

PEREGRINE  FALCONS  MAY  NEST  DOWNTOWN  AGAIN 

A  pair  of  Peregrine  Falcons  has  been  seen  in  downtown  Buffalo  engaged  in  courtship  actions.  Mark  Kandel, 
of  the  state  Department  of  Env  ironmental  Conservation,  is  hoping  that  if  they  nest  they  will  choose  the  City  Hall 
roof  where  Falcons  nested  in  1996.  Kandel  again  is  looking  for  observers  to  monitor  the  activity.  The  room  in  the 
Statler  building  is  again  available  for  observers,  but  for  security  it  will  be  locked  and  the  key  can  be  obtained  from 
Mr.  John  Gingher,  Building  Manager,  by  persons  on  an  approved  list.  To  be  put  on  the  list  call  Mark  Kandel  at 
851-7010.  Some  names  are  already  on  the  list;  call  Bill  Burch  about  this.  This  is  a  rare  opportunity  to  watch  these 
birds,  and  the  observation  time  is  of  your  own  choosing. 

Last  year  the  first  egg  was  laid  around  April  26. 
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Niagara  Frontier  Christmas  Counts:  1996 


Bea\er 

Chstnt 

Dunk 

James 

Niagara 

Oak 

Port 

St. 

St. 

\ 

Mdw 

Buffalo 

Ridge 

Fred 

town 

Falls 

Orchard 

Colb 

Scio 

Bona 

Cath 

TOT 

c 

Date 

Dec  21 

Dec  22 

Jan  4 

Jan  1 

Dec  22 

Dec  29 

Dec  27 

Jan  5 

Dec  21 

Dec  21 

Dec  22 

Red-throated  Loon 

9 

2~ 

Common  Loon 

1 

10 

1 

3 

15 

4 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

2 

1 

3 

Homed  Grebe 

1 

i 

1 

4 

7 

4 

Double-cr.  Cormorant 

9 

14 

lOj 

33 

3 

Great  Blue  Heron 

3 

4 

1 

18 

26 

11 

1 

66 

8 

Tundra  Swan 

20 

5 

47 

5 

9 

* 

86 

5 

Mute  Swan 

6 

6 

i 

Canada  Goose 

47 

2786 

729 

3504 

2077 

1872 

2650 

424 

338 

294 

362 

15083 

ii 

Wood  Duck 

4 

4 

i 

Green-winged  Teal 

1 

4; 

4 

i 

Amencan  Black  Duck 

37 

33 

17 

12 

70 

11 

258 

56 

52 

29 

575 

10 

Mallard 

4 

2441 

497 

633 

1007 

430 

331 

1103 

70 

32 

546 

7094 

11 

Northern  Pintail 

1 

7 

1 

9 

3 

Gadwall 

47 

W 

6 

5| 

j  70 

4 

Amencan  Wrigeon 

5 

1 

11 

2 

_ 

19 

4 

Canvas back 

5399 

320 

10 

5 

6 

|  .  18 

5758 

6 

Redhead 

68 

20 

22 

3 

_ 

113 

4 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1 

5 

26 

3 

35 

4 

Greater  Scaup 

388 

1 

7800 

21 

2 

8212 

5 

Lesser  Scaup 

57 

75 

1 

~2j 

135 

4 

scaup  species 

78 

78 

1 

Oldsquaw 

2 

265 

3 

155 

425 

4 

Black  Scoter 

28 

1 

29 

2 

White-w’inged  Scoter 

14 

lTj 

25 

2 

Common  Goldeneye 

838 

13 

24 

6 

538 

95 

7 

no 

1631 

8 

Bufflehead 

217 

13 

8 

148 

67 

104) 

6 

Hooded  Merganser 

26 

11 

5 

9 

3 

107 

5 

Common  Merganser 

295 

132 

421 

556 

71 

18 

4 

545 

2042 

8 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

43 

4 

39 

50 

133 

269 

5 

duck  species 

25 

118 

143 

2 

Turkey  Vulture 

1 

J 

1 

1 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

1 

1 

I 

i 

3 

3 

Northern  Harrier 

13 

5 

6 

24 

3 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

4 

3 

7 

1 

8 

12 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

45 

11 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

4 

4 

2 

2 

5 

8 

3 

3 

1 

5 

37 

10 

Northern  Goshawk 

4 

1 

1 

accipiter  species 

1 

1 

r 

2 

2 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

1 

1 

1 

Red-tailed  Hau'k 

31 

43 

36 

17 

50 

161 

76 

38 

7 

9 

107 

575 

11 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

1 

4 

23 

1 

2 

3 

34 

6 

Amencan  Kestrel 

3 

9 

5 

4 

5 

55 

9 

22 

1 

2 

13 

128 

11 

Merlin 

1 

1 

2 

9 

Peregnne  Falcon 

1 

1 

1 

hawk  species 

1 

1 

1 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

2 

2 

5 

1 

3 

13 

5 

Ruffed  Grouse 

5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

8 

4 

24 

8 

W'ild  Turkey 

15 

25 

8 

40 

5 

5 

8 

19 

125 

8 

American  Coot 

2 

137 

3 

142 

3 

Killdeer 

2 

2 

1 

Purple  Sandpiper 

4 

4 

1 

Common  Snipe 

i 

1 
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Niagara  Frontier  Christmas  Counts:  1996 


Beaver 

Chstnt 

Dunk 

James 

Niagara 

Oak 

Port 

St. 

SL 

\ 

Mdw 

Buffalo 

Ridge 

Fred 

town 

falls 

Orchard 

Colb 

Scio 

Bona 

Lath 

n )  r 

C 

Date 

Dec  21 

Dec  22 

Jan  4 

Jan  1 

Dec  22 

Dec  29 

Dec  27 

Jan  5 

Dec  21 

Dec  21 

Dec  22 

Little  Gull 

2 

_ 

6 

8 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

3314 

18 

15 

20318 

46 

245 

23956 

~ 6 

Ring-billed  Gull 

4 

4243 

893 

3441 

249 

14054 

1 

1999 

255 

1106: 

26245 

"To 

California  Gull 

1 

1 

i 

Herring  Gull 

9757 

16 

41 

45 

16727 

342 

183 

1 

368 

27480 

9 

Thayer's  Gull 

3 

*> 

s 

1 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

14 

15 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

6 

3 

1 

10 

> 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

8 

9 

*■) 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

672 

zn 

5 

156 

5 

1129 

133 

101 

2201 

7 

gull  species 

2 

442 

444 

2 

Rock  Dove 

754 

941 

625 

210 

407 

1370 

337 

279 

394 

369 

169 

5855 

1 1 

Mourning  Dove 

268 

373 

580 

159 

465 

1274 

1228 

89 

109 

50 

721 

5316 

1 1 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

2 

9 

5 

3 

8 

8 

1 

5 

41 

8 

Great  Horned  Owl 

1 

3 

4 

1 

4 

15 

7 

3 

j] 

39 

9 

Snowy  Owl 

2 

2 

1 

5 

3 

Barred  Owl 

2 

4 

1 

7 

3 

Long-eared  Owl 

6 

1 

7 

2 

Short-eared  Owl 

1 

5 

- T 

6 

2 

Belted  Kingfisher 

5 

2 

4 

8 

1 

1 

5; 

27 

8 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

1 

1 

1 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

4 

8 

3 

3 

22 

29 

5 

jJ 

75 

8 

Downy  Woodpecker 

66 

75 

124 

38 

117 

in 

94 

18 

16 

8 

60 

727 

11 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

11 

3 

22 

4 

18 

19 

17 

2 

5 

2 

171 

120 

11 

Northern  Ricker 

2 

13 

13 

5 

4 

38 

16 

16 

107 

8 

Piieated  Woodpecker 

2 

7 

5 

1 

l 

13 

6 

Homed  Lark 

72 

6 

250 

1 

329 

4 

Blue  Jay 

278 

352 

357 

195 

353 

601 

n  i 

70 

138 

127 

378 

3070 

11 

American  Crow- 

1020 

790 

888 

387 

2398 

1239 

325 

139 

303 

328 

6150' 

13967 

11 

Common  Raven 

6 

j 

6 

1 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

600 

389 

612 

144 

426 

607 

470 

275 

225 

165 

444| 

4357 

11 

Tufted  Titmouse 

8 

29 

34 

3 

15 

18 

17 

5 

5 

7 

15 

156 

11 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

11 

5 

15 

1 

5 

5 

T1 

1 

12 

1 

2 1 

59 

11 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

45 

35 

61 

14 

57 

38 

47 

12 

19 

14 

25 

367 

11 

Brown  Creeper 

5 

11 

11 

1 

6 

10 

6 

4 

6 

5 

9 

74 

11 

Carolina  Wren 

2 

2 

6 

7| 

17 

4 

Winter  Wren 

1 

6 

1 

1| 

9 

4 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

9 

7 

16 

1 

4 

16 

4 

13 

2 

5 

22 

99 

11 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Eastern  Bluebird 

2 

2 

26 

33 

4 

38 

5 

8 

26 

144 

9 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

1 

1 

American  Robin 

2 

52 

14 

279 

5 

424 

58 

1 

8 

79 

922 

10 

Gray  Catbird 

1 

2 

_ 

i 

£1 

- 

5 

3 

Northern  Mockingbird 

3 

1 

1 

1 

78 

1 

40 

125 

7 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

Hi 

1 

Cedar  Waxwing 

20 

103 

239 

31 

230 

143 

16 

5 

1 

”861 

874 

10 

Northern  Shrike 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

L 

6 

European  Starling 

1147 

6532 

1837 

1447 

2631 

18467 

3197 

3013 

298 

864 

3566 

42999 

11 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

1 

12 

I2J 

2 

warbler  species 

1 

i 

1 

Northern  Cardinal 

51 

141 

105 

21 

129 

311 

105 

43 

16 

16 

278 

1216 

11 

No.  63,  Vol.  2 


Niagara  Frontier  Christmas  Counts:  1996 


Beaver 

Chstnt 

Dunk 

James  Niagara  Oak  Port  SL  St.  N 

Mdw  Buffalo 

Ridge 

Fred 

town  Falls  Orchard 

Colb  Scio  Bona  Cath  TOT  C 

Date 

Dec  21 

Dec  22 

Jan  4 

Jan  1 

Dec  22 

Dec  29 

Dec  27 

Jan  5 

Dec  21 

Dec  21  Dec  22 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

3 

3  1 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

342 

274 

51 

19 

64 

553 

802 

165 

48 

673 

3013  11 

Chipping  Sparrow 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

j 

~~9 

Field  Sparrow 

3 

3 

6 

Song  Sparrow 

7 

18 

10 

_ 

10 

39 

15 

13 

1 

40 

153 

Swamp  Sparrow 

2 

4 

1 

1 

j 

10 

5 

White-throated  Sparrow 

15 

31 

33 

8 

24 

13 

11 

12 

13 

12 

172 

10 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

1 

1 

9 

9 

20 

4 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

651 

136 

123 

183 

315 

304 

283 

95 

181 

192 

404  i 

2867 

_ 

11 

Snow  Bunting 

275 

200 

272 

747 

3 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

61 

24 

4 

_ 

3 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

6 

3 

6 

15 

3 

Rusty  Blackbird 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

Common  Grackle 

1 

2 

9 

1 

1 

14 

5 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

5 

13 

21 

35 

1 

130 

2| 

207 

7 

Purple  Finch 

1 

1 

3 

6 

2 

13 

5 

House  Finch 

166 

256 

360 

144 

552 

568 

475 

159 

167 

74 ' 

398 

_ L 

3319 

11 

Common  Redpoll 

16 

_ 

16 

1 

American  Goldfinch 

104 

120 

149 

51 

109 

307 

203 

.  .  .  _ 

15 

66 

51 

253 

1428 

11 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1 

35 

20 

56 

3 

House  Sparrow 

434 

1665 

— 

925 

746 

834 

3349 

— 

1153 

— 

2220 

204 

310 

1972 

13812 

11 

Total  Species 

45 

75 

53 

53 

74 

92 

— 

50 

64 

44 

40 

74  I 

118 

Total  Individuals 

6520 

43133 

9858 

12318 

13229 

95431 

12941 

11460 

3219 

— 

3187 

— 

19958 

231254 

No.  of  Observers 

31 

47 

21 

23 

20 

12 

— 

43 

- - - L 

l - 

Additional  Species  Seen  During  Count  Week 

— 

— 

- -—--4 

— 

Common  Loon 

— 

— 

X 

— 

- - - 

Red-necked  Grebe 

Wood  Duck 

X 

Hooded  Merganser 

Jan  2 

Bald  Eagle 

X 

1 

Northern  Goshawk 

X 

Peregnne  Falcon 

X 

Little  Gull 

X 

Snowy  Owl 

X 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

X 

Homed  Lark 

X 

Cedar  Waxwing 

X 

Snow  Bunting 

X 

Purple  Finch 

X 

Compilers: 

— 

Beaver  Meadow:  David  Junkin,  3071  Pee  Dee  Road,  Bliss,  NY  14024.  457-3228 

Buffalo:  Bill  Bogacki,  70  Louise  Drive,  Cheektowaga,  NY  14227-3511.  674-5781 

— 

Chestnut  Ridge:  Don  Brasure,  64  Woodgate  Road,  Tonawanda,  NY'  14150.  834-6171 

Dunkirk-Fredonia:  Joanne  Goetz,  6  Pine  Drive,  Fredonia,  NY  14063.  673-1627 

Jamestown:  Bob  Sundell,  19  Chestnut  Street,  Jamestown,  NY  14701.  484-2197 

Niagara  Falls:  K  O.  Roy,  13  Kinsman  Court,  Fonthill,  ON,  CANADA  LOS  1E3.  905-935-3113 

Willy  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Ext.,  Niagara  Falls,  NY’  14304.  731-4348 

Oak  Orchard:  Gail  Seamans,  2602  Main,  P.  O.  Box  158,  East  Pembroke,  NY  14056.  762-9211 

Port  Colbome:  Drew  Campbell,  383  Niagara  Street,  Welland,  ON  L3C  1L1.  905-732-6048 

Scio:  Elizabeth  Brooks,  1435  Waterwells  Road,  Alfred  Station,  NY  14803.  607-587-9571 

— 

St.  Bonaventure:  Regina  VanScoy,  R.D.  1,  Box  153,  Limestone,  NY  14753  .  925-7109 

St.  Catharines:  Richard  Knapton,  Marcie  Jacklin,  17  Hurricane  Road,  Fonthill,  ON,  CANADA  LOS  1E5.  905-892-3108 
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Overall  Totals  for  the  Eleven  Niagara  Frontier  Christmas  Bird  Counts:  1990-1996 


Species  \  Date 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

Mean 

Max 

\lin 

Rec/7 

Red- throated  Loon 

1 

4 

09 

4 

4 

oo 

~0 

4 

Common  Loon 

12 

15 

10 

16 

30 

8 

15 

15 

30 

8 

“7 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

9 

21 

7 

1 

13 

7 

3 

8 

21 

~T 

“T 

Homed  Grebe 

5 

17 

2 

19 

87 

8 

n 

21 

87 

o 

o 

Red-necked  Grebe 

2 

5 

1 

5 

0 

o 

Eared  Grebe 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

grebe  species 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

American  White  Pelican 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

7 

16 

33 

25 

39 

40 

33 

28 

40 

7 

7 

Great  Blue  Heron 

110 

104 

80 

139 

52 

74 

66 

89 

139 

52 

7 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

9 

2 

:> 

1 

2 

9 

0 

4 

Tundra  Swan 

P 

53 

29 

8 

69 

23 

86 

40 

86 

8 

7 

Mute  Swan 

1 

1 

6: 

1 

61 

0 

3 

Snow  Goose 

h 

4 

5 

1 

5 

0 

3 

Canada  Goose 

6601 

6594 

7668 

<M88 

10745 

9085 

15083 

8895 

15083 

6488 

7 

Wood  Duck 

10 

35 

5 

6 

20 

4 

4 

12 

35 

4 

7 

Green- winged  Teal 

2 

L 

0 

“ 

2 

4j 

2 

4 

0 

6 

American  Black  Duck 

348 

413 

261 

444 

219 

386 

575 

378 

575 ' 

219 

7 

Mallard 

5083 

6753 

4745 

5622 

6085 

6667 

7094 

6007 

7094 

4745 

7 1 

Mallard  hybrid 

20 

1 

2 

3 

20: 

0 

4 

Northern  Pintail 

12 

6 

15 

13 

1 

9 

8 

15 

0 

6 

Northern  Shoveler 

12 

1 

2 

12 

0 

2 

Gadw'all 

39 

170 

75 

73 

44 

58 

70 1 

76 

170 

39 

7 

American  Wigeon 

112 

44 

55 

32 

37 

19 

45 

112 

18 

7 

Canvasback 

2811 

8673 

2888 

174 

1559 

15048 

5758 

5273 

15048 

174 

7 

Redhead 

140 

120 

22 

67 

21 

293 

113 

111 

293 

21 

7 

Ring-necked  Duck 

9 

25 

7 

1 

6 

31 

35 1 

16 

35 

1 

7 

Greater  Scaup 

3264 

5532 

3348 

6357 

1149 

2128 

8212 

4284 

8212 

1149 

/ 

Lesser  Scaup 

101 

163 

9 

28 

61 

571 

135 

153 

571 

9 

/ 

scaup  species 

2 

9 

43 1 

478 

39 

4 

78 

93 

478 

2 

7 

King  Eider 

7 

4 

2 

2 

7 

0 

3 

Harlequin  Duck 

1 

3 

1 

3 1 

: 

0 

2 

Oldsquaw 

8615 

12398 

4534 

12116 

9927 

5931 

425 

7707 

12398 

425 

7 

Black  Scoter 

5 

2 

29 

5 

39|~ 

0 

3 

Surf  Scoter 

1 

1 

0 

0 

9 

White- winged  Scoter 

170 

1368 

35 

402 

452 

128 

25 

369 

1368 

25 

7 

scoter  species 

21 

3 

30 

1 

8 

30 

0 

4 

Common  Goldeneye 

4228 

3085 

1775 

3314 

4131 

3421 

1631 

3084 

4228 

1631 

7 

Buffi  ehead 

760 

867 

741 

938 

965 

1095 

557 

846 

1095 

557 

7 

Hooded  Merganser 

330 

343 

42 

51 

161 

166 

107 

171 

3431 

42 

7 

Common  Merganser 

2076 

2661 

5078 

6920 

5343 

10775 

2042 

4985 

10775 

2042 

7 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

268 

246 

643 

924 

533 

869 

269 

536 

924 

246 

7 

Ruddy  Duck 

3 

11 

2 

~TTf 

0 

2 

duck  species 

505 

573 

121 

1341 

46 

88 

143 

402 

1341 

46 

7 

Turkey  Vulture 

1 

O 

f 

1 

2l 

0 

3 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

2 

1 

2 

^Lj 

3 

9 

3 

0 

6 

Northern  Hamer 

54 

39 

53 

30 

47 

17 

24 

38 

54 

17 

7  • 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

23 

44 

40 

58 

39 

46 

45 

42 

581 

23 

7 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

26 

40 

29 

47 

30 

39 

37 

35 

47 

26 

7 

Northern  Goshawk 

1 

6 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

6 

1 

7 

accipiter  species 

1 

6 

3 

3 

2 

9 

2 

6 

_ 

0 

6 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

2 

2 

2 

4 

5 

2 

1 

3 

5! 

1 

_ 

7 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

545 

686 

677 

745 

759 

787 

575 

682 

787 

545 

7 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

30 

48 

35 

29 

38 

65 

34 

40 

65 

29 

7 

buteo  species 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

~TT 

_0j 

5 

24 


No.  63.  Vol.  2  Overall  Totals  for  the  Eleven  Niagara  Frontier  Christmas  Bird  Counts:  1990-1996 


Species  \  Date  1990 

1991 

1992  1993  1994  1995  1996 

Mean  Max  Min  Rec  7 

Amencan  Kestrel 

309 

309 

218 

303 

228  228  128' 

246  128 

Merlin 

1 

9  O 

9  ' 

1  2  0  4 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1 

1 

0 

1  0 

9 

Gyrfalcon 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1  0 

3 

hawk  species 

1 

it 

0 

1 

0 

9 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

44 

44 

55 

60 

32 

57 

13l 

44 

60 

13 

*7 

/ 

Ruffed  Grouse 

lO 

42 

20 

51 

30 

15 

24 

30 

51 

15 

7 

Wild  Turkey 

154 1 

315 

117 

418 

193 

1241 

125 

366 

1241 

117 

7 

Northern  Bobwhite 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Virginia  Rail 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

American  Coot 

76 

396 

66 

116 

297 

392 

142 

212 

396 

66 

—r 

/ 

Killdeer 

7 

9 

1 

7 

0 

3 

Purple  Sandpiper 

6 

4 

1 

6 

0 

2 

American  Woodcock 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Common  Snipe 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

0 

5 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

jaeger  species 

1 

! 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Little  Gull 

3 

14 

3 

2 

1 

3 

8 

5 

14 

1 

7 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

17943 

38918 

13457 

4140 

27370 

13708 

23956 

19927 

38918 

4140 

7 

Ring-billed  Gull 

35916 

40848 

27800 

17327 

15825 

17838 

26245 

25971 

40848 

15825 

7 

_ 

California  Gull 

32 

1 

1 

5 

32 

0 

3 

Herring  Gull 

38743 

34417 

23858 

28688 

20263 

21516 

27480 

27852 

38743 

20263 

7 

Thayer's  Gull 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

3 

2l 

4 

0 

6 

Iceland  Gull 

19 

4 

8 

14 

2 

13 

15 

11 

19 

2 

7 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

3 

2 

7 

3 

2 

5 

10 

5 

10 

2 

7 

Slaty- backed  Gull 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Glaucous  Gull 

5 

9 

12 

6 

6 

9 

9 

8 

12 

5 

7 

Great  Black- backed  Gull 

1431 

1722 

1144 

2121 

2121 

1696 

2201 

1777 

2201 

1144 

7 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

4 

Ross'  Gull 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Sabine's  Gull 

3 

0 

3 

0 

1 

gull  species 

136 

246 

176 

760 

317 

444 

297 

760 

0 

6 

Common  Tern 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Rock  Dove 

8029 

8358 

8342 

8328 

7563 

7333 

5855 

7687 

8358 

5855 

7 

Ringed  Turtle  Dove 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Mourning  Dove 

5194 

5090 

3420 

5328 

4482 

5451 

5316 

4897 

5451 

3420 

7 

Bam  Owl 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

44 

42 

58 

85 

50 

58 

41 

54 

85 

41 

7 

Great  Homed  Owl 

68 

72 

121 

83 

57 

66 

39 

72 

121 

39 

7 

Snowy  Owl 

5 

9 

3 

2 

2 

1 

5 

4 

9 

1 

7 

Barred  Owl 

7 

10 

3 

4 

1 

7 

7 

6 

10 

1 

7 

Long-eared  Owl 

8 

8 

12 

2 

18 

12 

7 

10 

18 

2 

7 

Short-eared  Owl 

24 

35 

9 

24 

2 

15 

6 

16 

35 

9 

7 

Northern  Saw- whet  Owl 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

5 

owl  species 

3 

1 

1 

3 

0 

2 

Belted  Kingfisher 

35 

51 

32 

32 

26 

29 

27 

33 

26 

7 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

5 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

46 

56 

26 

72 

37 

133 

75 

64 

133 

26 

7 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

3 

Downy  Woodpecker 

598 

641 

654 

927 

701 

962 

727 

744 

962 

598 

*7 

/ 

Hairy'  Woodpecker 

129 

160 

137 

185 

131 

197 

120 

151 

197 1 

120 

7 

Northern  Flicker 

117 

115 

142 

113 

190 

103 

107 

1 27 ' 

190 

103 

7 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

9 

_ 

31 

16 

27 

21 

33 

13 

21 

HD 

9 

7 

Eastern  Phoebe 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

3 

Homed  Lark 

397 

731 

86 

917 

93 

693 

329 

464 

917 

86 

7 

25 


No.  65.  Vol. 


Overall  Totals  for  the  Eleven  Niagara  Frontier  Christmas  Bird  Counts:  1990-1996 


Species  \  Date 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

Mean 

Max 

Min 

Rec  7 

Blue  Jay 

1904 

2197 

3118 

3767 

3257 

:  3  3 1 

3070 

>,  , 

3767 

1  V!  4 

- 

American  Crow 

7176 

15796 

17776 

15389 

17188 

12910 

13967 

14315 

17776 

7 1 76 

-7 

Common  Raven 

1 

1 

4 

2 

7 

6 

3 

7 

0 

6 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

5578 

5229 

4636 

6880 

5799 

6163 

4357 

5520 

6880 

4357 

7 

Tufted  Titmouse 

88 

114 

83 

299 

145 

257 

156 

163 

299 

83 

7 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

57 

80 

101 

199 

52 

170 

59 

103 

199 

52 

7 

/ 

White- breasted  Nuthatch 

524 

461 

384 

707 

426 

691 

367 

509 

707 

367 

1 

I 

Brown  Creeper 

35 

54 

72 

70 

100 

78 

74 

69 

100 

35 

"7 

/ 

Carolina  Wren 

28 

57 

73 

51 

15 

30 

17 

39 

73 

15 

7 

Winter  Wren 

2 

6 

23 

7 

15 

14 

9 

11 

23 

2 

7 

Golden- crowned  Kinglet 

106 

161 

233 

93 

268 

194 

99 

165 

268 

93 

— T 

/ 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

L 

1 

7 

2 

2 

7 

0 

5 

Eastern  Bluebird 

28 

143 

64 

39 

67 

22 

IM 

72 

144 

7 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

“T 

2 

3 

4 

i 

4 

0 

6 

American  Robin 

399 

715 

1287 

411 

3439 

739 

922 

1130 

3439 

399 

7 

Gray  Catbird 

l 

3 

5 

1 

3 

5: 

3 

5 

0 

6 

Northern  Mockingbird 

162 

211 

210 

213 

118 

161 

125 

171 

213 

118 

7 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

American  Pipit 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Bohemian  Waxwing 

3 

16 

3 

3 

1 6 1 

0 

3 

Cedar  Waxwing 

790 

1197 

646 

257 

1848 

729 

874 

906 

1848 

257 

7 

Northern  Shrike 

28 

46 

16 

16 

16 

82 

13 

31 

82 

13 

7 

European  Starling 

53691 

66812 

51122 

36267 

63250 

37019 

42999 

50166 

66812 

36267 

7 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

3 

1 

11 

2 

39 

10 

13 

11 

39| 

1 

7 

Pine  Warbler 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Palm  Warbler 

1 

0 

if" 

0 

1 

Common  Yellowthroat 

1 

0 

1; 

0 

1 

Northern  Cardinal 

1310 

1390 

1331 

2257 

1494 

2385 

1216 

1626 

2385 

1216 

7 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

3 

1 

3 

3 

7 

3 

3 

7 

0 

6 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

2672 

3144 

1720 

3541 

2370 

5118 

3013 

3083 

51 18 

1720 

7 

Chipping  Sparrow 

6 

12 

5 

3 

4 

12 

0 

5 

Field  Sparrow 

3 

2 

7 

1 

4 

12 

6 

i  - 

3 

12 

1 

7 

Savannah  Sparrow 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Fox  Sparrow 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

Song  Sparrow 

117 

187 

235 

98 

222 

181 

153 

170 

235 

98 

7 

Swamp  Sparrow 

5 

14 

10 

8 

18 

10 

10 

11 

18 

5 

7 

White-throated  Sparrow 

145 

204 

343 

128 

308 

160 

1 72 1 

209 

343 

128 

7 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

36 

36 

30 

13 

62 

125 

20 

46 

125 

13 

7 

sparrow  species 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

2215 

3199 

2482 

3082 

2776 

2806 

2867 

2775 

3199 

2215 

7 

Lapland  Longspur 

35 

12 

4 

4 

8 

35, 

Oj 

4 

Snow  Bunting 

630 

702 

37 

424 

35 

3599 

747 1 

882 

3599 

35 

7 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

104 

93 

33 

91 

148 

25 

32; 

75 

148 

25 

7 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

8 

8 

6 

1 

4 

15 

6 

15 

0 

6 

meadowlark  species 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Rusty  Blackbird 

10 

5 

14 

2 

1 

5 

14; 

0 

5 

Common  Grackle 

66 

77 

40 

32 

53 

8 

14 

41 

77 

_ . _ L__ 

8 

7 

Brown- headed  Cowbird 

404 

525 ' 

249 

260 

626 

168 

207 

348 

626 

168 

7 

Baltimore  Oriole 

1 

o 

1) 

0 

1 
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Species  \  Date 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

Mean 

Max 

Min 

Rec  7 

Pine  Grosbeak 

4 

1 

2 

24 

12 

6 

24 

o 

5 

Purple  Finch 

5 

100 

38 

36 

29 

13  j 

63 

223 

5 

n 

House  Finch 

5445 

6770 

5664 

6238 

6828 

4146 

3319 

5487 

6828 

3319 

"7 

White-winged  Crossbill 

4 

17 

12 

5 

17 

0 

3 

crossbill  species 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Common  Redpoll 

32 

5 

3996 

7 

_ 

H8 

t4 

596 

3996 

0 

6 

Hoary  Redpoll 

1 

0 

1 

0 

l 

Pine  Siskin 

17 

56 

21 

332 

1 1 

35 

67 

332 

0 

6 

American  Goldfinch 

1943 

1473 

1203 

1585 

1453 

1063 

1428 

1450 

1943 

1063 

7 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1944 

2589 

20 

1510 

31 

748 

56 

985 

2589 

20 

7 

House  Sparrow 

11314 

11176 

10461 

15292 

13882 

15149 

13812 

13012 

15292 

10461 

*7 

/ 

Total  Species 

— 

121 

129 

121 

119 

120 

123 

118 

122 

129 

118 

Tot  Sp 

Total  Individuals 

217119 

309052 

217119 

220782 

249331 

227292 

231254 

238850 

t - 

309052 

217119 

157 

Number  of  Observers 

437 

— 

433 

— 

— 

— 

GROUP  TOTALS 

— 

- 

— 

J 

Waterfowl 

35534 

50235 

32144 

45865 

41813 

56841 

42538 

43567 

56841 

32144 

Hawks 

992 

1184 

1064 

1223 

1154 

1195 

855 

1095 

1223 

855 

Gulls 

94234 

116183 

66469 

53065 

65909 

54794 

80372 

75861 

116183 

53065 

Woodpeckers 

900 

1003 

977 

1326 

1083 

1431 

1043 

1109 

1431 

900 

Native  Non-Passerines 

145470 

183173 

112978 

116121 

122773 

129000 

136508 

135146 

183173 

112978 

Tits,  Wrens, Kinglets 

6419 

6163 

5607 

8306 

6827 

7597 

5140 

6580 

8306 

5140 

Sparrows  &  allies 

5868 

7515 

4873 

7301 

5799 

12023 

6994 

7196 

12023, 

4873 

Blackbirds  &  allies 

584 

708 

331 

403 

831 

205 

269 

476 

831 

205 

Finches 

9358 

11025 

7138 

13741 

8367 

6163 

4832 

8661 

13741 

4832 

Native  Passerines 

34428 

47847 

42503 

53042 

49394 

46067 

37921 

44457 

53042 

34428 

Introduced  Species 

65049 

78032 

61638 

51619 

77164 

52225 

56824 

63222 

— 

780321 

51619 

Swans, Geese, Dabblers 

12220 

14100 

12810 

12714 

17230 

16268 

22950 

15470 

22950 

12220 

Divers 

22789 

35506 

19190 

31774 

24380 

40462 

19416 

27645 

40462 

19190 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Welcome  the  following  new  Associate  Member: 

AlanBaczkiewicz 
12930  Donna  Bru  Drive 
Alden,  NY  14004 
Phone:  937-7879 


BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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Apr.  9: 

B.O.S.  member  Dave  Junkin,  Beaver  Meadow  Wildlife  Center,  w  ill  be  presenting  the  program. 

Apr.  23: 

1997  Vaughan  Lecture.  “The  Future  of  Birds:  Is  the  Extinction  Crisis  Real?’'  presented  b\  Dr. 
David  Steadman. 

»{»  'j'  ^ 

FIELD  TRIPS 

March  29: 

Saturday  not  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the 
Tanning  Bed  store,  on  the  south  side  of  Main  Street,  0. 1  mile  east  of  Transit  Road.  Leader:  Mike 
Morgante  (685-4975). 

April  6: 

Sunday.  DST  begins.  Set  clock  ahead  one  hour. 

April  13: 

Sunday.  BOS  April  Bird  Count.  Compiler  TB A. 

April  20: 

Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ontario.  There  is  no  organized  trip  this  year;  the  w  eather  has 
let  us  down  too  often.  Pick  your  day:  not  raining  and  a  southerly  wind. 

April  27: 

Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  the  Tanning  Bed  store,  0. 1  mile  east  of 
Main  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  Rochester  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Park  shelter. 
Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987). 

May  4: 

Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Center.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  in  Tifft  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-dav  trip.  Leader: 
Michael  Davis  (874-2721). 

May  10: 

Saturday  not  Sunday.  Presque  isle  at  Erie,  PA  foi  warblers.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the  Presque  I sie 
Administration  building.  Leader:  Bill  Bogacki  (674-5781). 

May  10: 

Saturday.  Delaware  Park  Audubon  bird  walk.  This  is  a  half-day  trip.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Rumsey 
and  Windsor  Roads.  (Rumsey,  off  Delaware  Ave.,  is  the  south  boundary  of  Delaware  Park). 

Mav  1 1: 

* 

Sunday.  Visit  to  Jerry  Farrell’s  banding  station.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Tops  Market  in  Lewiston.  We 
will  meet  Jerry  at  8:30  at  the  3F  Conservation  Club  on  Swann  Rd  (off  Rt.  18)  opposite  the  Fatima 
Shrine.  Leader:  Terry  Yonker  (745-9129).  Cancel  if  raining. 

May  18: 

Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  TBA. 

May  24: 

Saturday  not  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet  at  6:00  a.m. 
at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783). 

May  24: 

Saturday.  Delaware  Park  bird  walk.  See  May  10  entry. 

June  13: 

Friday  not  Sunday.  Whip-poor-will  trip  and  Chinese  dinner.  Meet  at  6:00  p.m.  at  Vermont  & 
Busti.  We  will  eat  at  the  Lotus  Garden  Restaurant  in  Port  Colbome,  Ont.,  then  proceed  to  Wilson 
Rd,  which  is  4  miles  west  of  town  off  Hwy  3.  Call  the  leader,  Richard  Byron  (662-4783)  or  Bill 
Burch  (773-3690)  for  reservations.  The  restaurant  is  at  182  West  Street,  along  the  west  bank  of  the 
Welland  Canal. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Top  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 
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T  *T*  T  T  V  T  T  'T 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@  AOL.com. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  51  Park  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224.  • 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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For  immediate  release 

CORNELL  LABORATORY  of  ORNITHOLOGY 

For  the  Study,  Appreciation,  and  Conservation  of  Birds 


Birds  in  Forested  Landscapes 


The  question  “how  much  forest 
does  a  forest  bird  need?”  is  almost 
as  difficult  to  answer  as  "how 
much  wood  could  a  woodchuck 
chuck  if  a  woodchuck  could  chuck 
wood?”  Though  the  first  question 
is  very  basic,  it’s  not  so  simple  to 
answer,  particularly  when  you’re 
considering  multiple  species  in  dif¬ 
ferent  geographic  regions.  To 
address  this  question  and  many 
others,  the  Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithol¬ 
ogy,  in  cooperation  with  Partners 
In  Flight,  has  designed  a  new  citi¬ 
zen-science  project  called  Birds  in 
Forested  Landscapes  (BFL).  The 
project  was  field  tested  during  the 
1 996  breeding  season  and  will  be 
open  to  volunteer  birders  through¬ 
out  North  America  this  year. 

As  habitats  such  as  forests, 
prairies,  and  wetlands  are  lost  be¬ 
cause  of  cha  aging  land  uses,  bi¬ 
ologists  must  determine  how  much 
habitat  is  required  to  support  vi¬ 
able  populations  of  birds.  This 
challenge  would  be  easier  to  meet 
if  we  were  sure  that  the  sum  of  the 
parts  always  equaled  the  whole.  In 
other  words,  do  six  50-acre 
patches  of  forest  serve  the  same 
ecological  purpose  as  a  contiguous 
300-acre  forest  tract?  Scientific 
evidence  suggests  that  forest  frag¬ 
mentation  (dividing  large  forest 
tracts  into  smaller  pieces  sepa¬ 
rated  by  nonforest  habitat)  is  det¬ 
rimental  to  some  woodland  bird 
species. 

The  initial  goal  of  BFL  is  to  de¬ 
termine  how  forest  fragmentation 
and  land-use  influence  the  pres¬ 
ence  and  nesting  success  of  seven 
species  of  North  American  forest 
thrushes:  Veery,  Gray-cheeked 
Thrush,  Swainson’s  Thrush,  Her¬ 
mit  Thrush,  Bicknell’s  Thrush, 
Varied  Thrush,  and  Wood 
Thrush — and  two  forest  raptors: 
Cooper’s  Hawk  and  Sharp-shinned 
Hawk.  The  project  was  designed  so 
that  additional  species  can  be 


studied  in  subsequent  years  using 
the  BFL  model. 

In  addition  to  contributing  to 
our  knowledge  of  thrushes  and 
hawks,  BFL  will  serve  as  a  conduit 
for  a  flow  of  habitat  management 
recommendations  to  the  develop¬ 
ers  of  the  Partners  In  Flight  North 
American  Bird  Conservation  Plan 
(BCP).  Partners  In  Flight  is  an  ex¬ 
tensive  coalition  of  biologists,  land 
managers,  and  educators  who  are 
committed  to  identifying  the  habi¬ 
tat  requirements  of  healthy  bird 
populations  and  to  ensuring  the 
long-term  protection  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  bird  habitat  throughout 
the  continent.  This  is  a  colossal  job 
and  would  be  nearly  impossible 
without  the  assistance  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  volunteer  birders  and 
amateur  scientists  throughout 
North  America. 

So,  how  does  BFL  work?  Once 
you  sign  up,  you'll  receive  a  par¬ 
ticipants  kit  that  includes  complete 
instructions,  reference  materials, 
data  forms,  and  tapes  or  CDs  for 
censusing  forest  birds.  All  BFL 
participants  will  select  census 
points  in  forest  patches  of  differ¬ 
ent  sizes,  then  visit  each  point  at 
least  twice  during  the  breeding 
season  to  census  for  thrushes, 
hawks,  or  both,  look  for  evidence 
of  nesting,  and  record  certain 
characteristics  of  their  study  sites. 
In  the  field,  participants  will  record 
observations  on  field  data  sheets. 
Later,  at  your  home  or  office,  you 
can  transcribe  the  data  to  com¬ 
puter-readable  data  forms  and 
mail  them  to  the  Lab  of  Ornithol¬ 
ogy.  Lab  biologists  will  then  ana¬ 
lyze  the  data  and  report  the  results 
to  participants,  land  managers, 
and  developers  of  the  BCP.  The 
results  will  also  be  published  in 
scientific  journals  and  popular 
magazines. 

Volunteers  can  sign  up  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  BFL  by  sending  in  the 


sign-up  coupon  below.  There  is  no 
charge  for  participation  in  BFL 
during  the  1997  field  season.  Birds 
in  Forested  Landscapes  is  an  ex¬ 
cellent  project  for  birding  groups, 
such  as  bird  clubs  and  chapters 
of  the  National  Audubon  Society', 
and  student  organizations,  such  as 
chapters  of  The  Wildlife  Society. 

By'  becoming  part  of  the  BFL 
team,  you  will  further  your 
knowledge  of  bird  identification 
and  avian  ecology,  participate  in 
scientific  research,  and  help  pro¬ 
tect  forest  birds  and  their  habi¬ 
tat  throughout  North  America. 
Birds  in  Forested  Landscapes  is 
funded  by  the  National  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Foundation  and  match¬ 
ing  donations. 


Name _ 

Address 


City - 

State/Prov - Zip/P.C.  _ 

□  I  am  a  Lab  member:  my  Lab  ID 
number  is 
I  would  like  to  census 

□  thrushes  □  hawks  □  both 

For  field  use  I  Would  prefer 
Q  tape  □  CD 

I  participated  in  Project  Tanager  and 
can  reuse  my  Tanager  site(s) 

□  yes  □  no 

I  would  like  to  be  a  site  coordinator  and 
help  other  participants 

□  yes  Q  no 
Return  this  coupon  to 

Birds  in  Forested  Landscapes/NR 
Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithology 
1 59  Sapsucker  Woods  Road 
Ithaca.  New  York  14850 

For  more  information  or  to  sign 
up:  (607)  254-2440 

E-mail:  birdeducation@comell.edu 
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THE  MONTH:  February,  1997 


Save  for  two  brief  but  major  storm  systems  tracking  through  the  region  during  the  last  ten  days,  February 
was  comparatively  tranquil  with  temperatures  averaging  above  normal  and  snowfall  far  below  average,  making  it 
the  ninth  mildest  month  for  the  period  in  the  annals  of  local  weather  recording.  The  high  temperature  of  70°(F) 
recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  Airport  on  the  21st  was  the  first  time  the  thermometer  reached  this  mark  in  February 
(fide:  Buffalo  News).  Indeed,  the  month  began  with  a  flow  of  mild  southwesterly  winds  and  seven  consecutive 
days  of  above  average  temperatures;  there  was  no  significant  snowfall  at  Buffalo  until  February  16th  when  a  low 
pressure  system-  from  the  northern  plains  brought  a  cold  front  generating  a  six  to  eight  inch  snowfall  which 
quietly  dissipated  on  the  following  day  as  a  deep  high  pressure  system  building  along  the  Atlantic  Coast  brought  a 
broad  flow  of  warm  gulf  air  to  the  Northeast  The  area  continued  to  enjoy  pleasant  weather,  interrupted  only 
briefly  by  a  cold  front  with  high  winds  and  rain  accompanying  a  fast  moving  low  pressure  system  from  the 
Midwest  on  February  22nd;  on  the  27th,  following  a  record  — 

high  temperature  reading  for  the  date  of  63j(F)  at  noon,  another  low  pressure  system  entered  the  region  with 
colder  air  generating  strong  winds  with  gusts  up  to  81  m.p.h.  which  downed  power  lines  and  trees  and  caused 
local  flooding  with  extensive  property  damage  and  loss  of  electric  power  before  a  return  to  milder,  drier  weather  to 
end  the  month.  The  average  ambient  temperature  for  the  period  was  30.  lj  (F),  5.6  degrees  above  normal;  precipi¬ 
tation  measured  2.97  inches,  mostly  in  heavy  downpours  on  February  4th  and  27th,  6.6  inches  above  normal; 
snowfall  measured  only  9.3  inches,  9. 1  inches  below  normal.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo 
International  Airport  ) 

There  were  more  adventures  with  Trumpeter  Swans  this  month.  On  February  9th,  Mike  and  Mark  Morgante 
observed  a  large  white  swan  in  the  company  of  a  flock  of  60  Mallards  on  Cayuga  Creek 

in  the  Town  of  Lancaster  in  Erie  County.  Mike  Morgante  identified  the  bird  as  a  Trumpeter  Swan  by  its  diagnostic 
head  configuration  (see  Prothonotary ,  vol.  63  :  2,  pg.  15 );  he  also  took  note  of  a  silver  band  on  the  bird' s  right 
leg.  The  swan  proved  remarkably  tame  and  permitted  Morgante  to  walk  close  enough  to  read  the  inscription  on  the 
band  through  his  binoculars:  'A VISE  BIRD  BAND  559-349-47.  Providentially,  the  then  current  issue  of  Bird 
Watchers  Digest  to  which  he  subscribed  contained  an  appeal  from  Madeline  Linck  of  “The  Trumpeter  Swan 
Society”  requested  information  on  sightings  of  trumpeters  in  the  Great  Lakes  Region  and  Morgante  contacted  her 
via  e-mail.  His  swan  proved  to  be  a  hand-reared  bird,  released  by  the  Ontario  Wildlife  Restoration  Program  in 
October,  1996.  Several  weeks  later  he  received  a  telephone  call  from  Harry  Lumsden  of  the  Restoration  Program 
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who  advised  him  that  the  swan  was  "a  yearling  male"  banded  on  October  3rd,  1996  in  the  City  of  St.  Thomas, 
Elgin  County,  Ontario  where  it  was  hand-reared  in  a  park.  On  February  25th,  Bob  and  Patricia  Andrle 
discovered  a  second  Trumpeter  Swan  in  the  company  of  a  small  flock  of  Canada  Geese  in  a  lead  of  open  water  in 
mostly  ice-covered  Cattaraugus  Creek  near  its  mouth  at  Lake  Erie  in  the  Town  of  Brant  in  Ene  County.  The  bird, 
described  by  Andrle  as  a  "very  large  white  swan"  was  observed  both  standing  on  the  ice  and  in  the  water;  it  also 
bore  the  field  marks  identifying  it  as  a  Trumpeter  Swan  as  well  as  silver  identification  band  on  its  right  leg  similar 
to  that  seen  on  Morgan te's  bird . 

Since  1950,  when  the  Niagara  Mohawk  Power  Corporation  Steam  Station  on  the  Lake  Erie  shore  in  the  City 
of  Dunkirk  in  Chautauqua  County  went  on  line,  it  has  been  discharging  24  million  gallons  of  heated  water  per 
hour  through  a  concrete  conduit  below  the  waterline  into  Dunkirk  Harbor,  maintaining  a  55j(F)  temperature  in 
those  waters.  This  oasis  of  open  water  on  the  ice-bound  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  winter  has  proved  an 
irresistible  magnet  for  hundreds  of  water  birds  who  are  attracted  to  the  site  by  an  abundance  of  fish,  aquatic 
invertebrates  and  plants.  Noteworthy  among  other  avian  species  observed  in  the  harbor  in  February  was  a  flock  of 
eight  Snow  Geese  comprised  of.  seven  blue  morphs  and  one  white  morph,  a  record  high  number  for  wintering 
birds  of  this  species  in  our  study  area.  In  addition  to  the  two  Surf  Scoters  reported  from  the  harbor  in  January  and 
still  in  residence  this  month,  Willie  D'  Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  discovered  an  adult  female  Black  Scoter,  another 
very  rare  winter  visitor,  there  on  February  17th;  It  is  only  the  1 1th  verified  sighting  of  the  species  in  the  region  in 
winter  and  the  first  since  February,  1976.  Mike  Morgante  found  two  Red-necked  Grebes  at  the  harbor  on  the 
15th,  the  only  record  for  the  month.  Other  waterfowl  of  interest  in  February  include  a  male  Harlequin  Duck  seen 
in  the  Welland  Canal  near  the  east  pier  at  Port  Weller  by  Gordon  Bellerby  on  the  1 1th.  At  least  one  Surf  Scoter 
continued  to  winter  in  the  Niagara  River  at  Buffalo  this  month;  Peter  Yoerg  reported  an  adult  female  at  the  Bird 
Island  Pier  on  February  25th.  Yoerg  and  Barbara  Henderson  found  ten  Little  Gulls  in  the  lower  Niagara  River 
between  the  sand  dock  at  Queenston  and  the  boat  launch  at  Lewiston  on  February  10th,  a  high  count  for  the 
season  although  'Dial-a-Bird'  tapes  indicate  that  "at  least  25"  Little  Gulls  were  reported  from  the  lower  river  at 
Lewiston  during  the  last  week  of  February.  There  have  been  no  documents  to  support  these  numbers 
forthcoming. 

Other  records  of  interest  include  a  Peregrine  Falcon  seen  flying  over  the  parking  lot  of  the  Sisters  Hospital  on 
Main  Street  in  North  Buffalo  on  February  18th  by  Dave  Suggs.  It  is  the  only  formal  record  of  a  sighting  of  this 
falcon  this  month  but  “Dial-a-Bird”  tapes  tell  of  reports  of  observations  in  the  city  including  birds  perched  on  the 
Statler  Building,  the  Marine  Midland  Center,  the  City  Center  Building  and  the  Michigan  Avenue  lift  bridge  over 
the  Buffalo  River,  all  in  downtown  Buffalo  as  well  as  one  falcon  at  LaSalle  Park  near  the  north  Buffalo  Harbor, 
possibly  indicators  of  several  birds  wintering  here.  There  were  more  reports  of  wintering  'half-hardy'  passerines 
in  February.  On  February  3rd,  Bruce  Chilton  found  a  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  in  a  guild  of  chickadees, 
Golden-crown  Kinglets,  a  White- breasted  Nuthatch  and  a  Downy  Woodpecker  in  a  “snow  covered  swampy 
deciduous  woods”  bordering  the  main  trail  at  Buckhom  Island  State  Park  on  Grand  Island;  he  observed  the  kinglet 
again  at  that  location  on  February  28th.  On  February  8th,  Peter  Yoerg  and  Barbara  Henderson  found  a  wintering 
Chipping  Sparrow  in  a  flock  of  Tree  Sparrows  at  a  feeder  on  the  edge  of  a  woodlot  on  the  ErieTeat  Road  west  of 
Port  Colbome  in  the  Town  of  Wainfleet,  Ontario.  They  differentiated  it  from  its  congeners  by  its  unmarked  light 
gray  breast  and  diagnostic  black  eye  line. 

Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


31 


No.  63,  Vol.  3 

Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Red-throated  Loon 

2 

1 

44 

9 

1 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

2,15 

4,1 

Homed  Grebe 

o 

2 

“  15,23,25 

1,U 

Red-necked  Grebe 

15F 

2 

D.-crest  Cormorant 

2,15 

16,8 

Great  Blue  Heron 

9,28 

3,8 

*Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

28 

7 

Tundra  Swan 

2,15,23 

1,2,1 

44 

11,20 

27,33 

Trumpeter  Swan 

9,11 

1 

(hand-reared  in  Ont,) 

Trumpeter  Swan 

25 

1 

(origin  unknown) 

Snow  Goose 

25 

8(7b,lw) 

Northern  Pintail 

2,25 

1,2 

44 

3 

1 

44 

8 

1 

44 

8 

1 

Ring-necked  Duck 

25 

3 

44 

28 

1 

Lesser  Scaup 

2 

6 

*  Harlequin  Duck 

12 

1 

*  Black  Scoter 

17 

1 

Surf  Scoter 

25 

2 

C4 

25 

1 

White-winged  Scoter 

2 

50 

44 

3 

7 

44 

4 

25 

44 

28 

9 

Hooded  Merganser 

15 

2 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

1 

44 

3 

2 

44 

17,25 

1  imm. 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

1-24 

1 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

2,4 

U 

44 

2 

1 

44 

14 

1 

44 

14 

1 

44 

16 

1 

44 

16 

1 

*  Peregrine  Falcon 

18 

1 

American  Coot 

2,23 

82,40 

Little  Gull 

3,11 

6,4 

44 

3,28 

10,8 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

9 

290 

Iceland  Gull 

3 

1 

Glaucous  Gull 

3 

1 

44 

3 

1 

Snowy  Owl 

16 

1 

44 

20 

1 

Long-eared  Owl 

1 

1 

Location 

Observer 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew  (BOS) 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew(BOS),  Morgante 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Morgante,  Yoerg,  Andrle 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Morgante 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew(BOS),  Morgante 

Motor  Is.,  Niag  R. 

Watson 

Buffalo 

Brock 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew(BOS), Morgante,  Y  oerg 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson,  Chilton 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

Cattaraugus  Creek 

Andrles 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Andrles 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew(BOS),  Andrles 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

Goat  Island 

Andrles 

Dufferin  Is.,  Ont. 

Andrles 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Andrles 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew(BOS) 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D’Annaetal 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Andrles 

Bird  is.  Pier,  Bfio. 

Yoerg 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Wojewodski 

Porter  Twp. 

Watson 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Morgante 

Queenston,  Ont. 

S.&T.  O’Donnell 

Navy  Island 

Chilton 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D’Anna,  Andrles 

Darien  Twp. 

Harper— 

Yates  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Wojewodski 

Swain 

K.&J.  Fox 

North  Java  T  wp. 

J.  Fox 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Rosenburg 

Humberstone,  Ont. 

Watson,  Faman(BOS) 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Buffdo 

Suggs 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew(BOS),  Yoerg 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Watson 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Queenston  Reservoir 

Yoerg 

Queenston  Reservoir 

Yoerg 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson,  Faman(BOS) 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Thills 

Lockport 

Rosenburg 
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Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Long-eared  Owl 

8 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

44 

16 

3 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson,  Faman(BOS) 

44 

20 

2 

Pendleton  Twp. 

Watson 

Short-eared  Owl 

9 

-w 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

16 

4 

Bertie,  Ont. 

Watson,  Faman(BOS) 

44 

20 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Thills 

*Nor.  Saw- whet  Owl 

16 

1 

Morgan’s  Pt.,  Ont. 

Watson,  Faman(BOS) 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 
Homed  Lark 

2 

2 

Point  Gratiot 

Rew(BOS) 

*E.a.praticola 

21 

2 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew 

Carolina  Wren 

1-28 

1 

Eden  Valley  (f) 

Andrle 

Winter  Wren 

3 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

*Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

3.28 

1,1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Eastern  Bluebird 

4,24 

4 

Col  den  Twp. 

Morgan’s  Pt.,  Ont. 

Wojewodski 

44 

16 

12 

Watson,  Faman(BOS) 

44 

17 

10 

Porter  Twp. 

S.&T.  O’Donnell 

American  Robin 

1 

85 

Yates  Twp. 

S.&T.  O’Donnell 

44 

1 

125 

Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Hess 

Northern  Shrike 

1 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

44 

2 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Rew,Horbett,Domhaffer 

44 

4 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Wojewodski 

44 

15 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

44 

17 

2 

Porter  Twp. 

S.&T.  O’Donnell 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

3 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

9 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Morgante 

^Chipping  Sparrow 

8 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Y  oerg  et  al 

Swamp  Sparrow 

8 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Snow  Bunting 

1,17 

200.30 

Yates  Twp. 

S.&T.  O’Donnell 

44 

8 

60 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

14 

30 

Johnsonburg 

J.  Fox 

44 

16 

100 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson,  Faman(BOS) 

44 

17 

40 

Porter  Twp. 

S.&T.  O’Donnell 

44 

17 

30 

Wilson  Twp. 

S.&T.  O’Donnell 

44 

23 

200 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodski 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

3 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

21 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watsorp 

44 

24F-28 

40  max 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

44 

25 

110 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson 

44 

26 

30 

Concord  Twp. 

Wojewodski 

*  Eastern  Meadowlark 

2 

1 

Royal  ton  Twp. 

Rosenburg 

Rusty  Blackbird 

8,25 

6,1 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Watson 

44 

26F 

6 

Evans  Twp. 

Rew 

Common  Grackle 

25F 

4 

Eden  Valley  (0 

Andrle 

44 

25F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Henderson 

44 

26 

1 

T  onawanda  T  wp. 

Hess 

44 

26 

3 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

Brown-headed  Cowbird  8,25 

4,5 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Wilson 

44 

25F 

2 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrle 

Purple  Finch 

1-28 

1-32 

Amity  Lake(f) 

Pitzrick 

44 

3,18 

1,1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Rosenburg 

44 

23 

3 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodski 
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Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  116 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  8 

Total  for  year .  124 


1997  Vaughan  Lecture 
Wednesday,  April  23,  1997 

“The  Future  of  Birds:  Is  the  Extinction  Crisis  Real?” 

Dr.  David  Steadman. 

In  a  slide-illustrated  lecture  Dr.  Steadman  looks  at  the  worldwide  extinction  of  birds  over  short  and  long 
times  scales.  To  what  extent  are  these  extinctions  depleting  the  global  avifauna  beyond  what  we  might  under  non- 
industrialized  conditions? 

Dr.  David  Steadman  is  Assistant  Curator  of  Ornithology  at  the  Florida  Museum  of  Natural  History, 
University,  Gainsville. 


Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  February  1997 

There  were  no  Hotline  reports  in  February.  After  a  slow  start,  Dial-a-Bird  reports  picked  up  as  some  of 
our  early  migrants,  Turkey  Vulture,  Killdeer,  Eastern  Meadowlark  and  blackbirds,  began  to  arrive  by  the  end  of 
the  month.  Eastern  Bluebirds  were  reported  to  start  nest  building  in  Clarence,  using  White  Pine  needles,  on 
February  2 1 . 

While  most  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  was  frozen  over,  the  warm  waters  of  Dunkirk  Harbor  provided 
interesting  waterfowl  reports,  including  Red-throated  Loon,  Red-necked  Grebes,  three  species  of  scoters,  Snow 
Geese  and  two  Trumpeter  Swans.  (Actually  reported  on  January  31,  and  erroneously  announced  by  myself  as 
Tundra  Swans).  Trumpeters  were  the  biggest  surprise  during  the  month,  with  singles  reported  on  Cayuga  Creek 
in  Lancaster  and  Cattaraugus  Creek  in  Irving.  Back  in  January,  there  was  also  an  unconfirmed  report  of  two 
Trumpeters  in  a  pond  along  Route  20  in  Darien. 

Short-eared  Owls  hunting  over  open  fields  at  dusk  are  a  sight  that  can  never  grow  old,  and  reports  of  their 
regular  locations  are  certainly  appreciated  by  experienced  and  casual  birders.  During  February,  Several  were  found 
in  Yates  and  the  fields  north  of  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge. 

David  F.  Suggs 


Field  Trip  -  Dunkirk  Harbor  -  Feb.  2,  1996 

Wild  Turkeys  at  Dunkirk  Harbor?  No,  not  at  the  harbor  but  on  the  drive  down  most  of  us  saw  a  flock  of  about 
15  birds  feeding  alongside  the  Thruway  in  the  Town  of  Evans. 

Ice  covered  Lake  Erie  from  Silver  Creek  to  Dunkirk  but  most  of  the  harbor,  kept  open  by  the  warm  water 
discharge  from  the  power  plant,  had  only  a  narrow  band  of  shore  ice  in  the  east  end.  Canada  Geese  and  Mallards, 
generously  fed  com  and  bread  by  the  public,  were  present  in  their  hundreds.  A  single  Tundra  Swan  patrolled  near 
the  outer  breakwall  where  15  Double-crested  Cormorants  posed  on  the  rocks  below  the  wall.  A  loon  was  seen, 
studied  and  discussed  at  length  with  identifying  guesses  ranging  from  Common  to  Pacific.  Due  mostly  to  the  poor 
light  -  overcast  skies  and  a  murky  atmosphere  we  named  it  “Unspecified  Loon”  and  went  on.  Four  Pied-billed 
Grebes  hid  under  the  docks  in  the  west  end  of  the  harbor  as  we  walked  by.  We  recorded  nine  species  of  diving 
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ducks,  some  in  good  numbers,  and  added  a  tenth,  Surf  Scoter,  in  the  bay  off  Point  Drive  where  we  also  found 
large  rafts  of  Red-breasted  Mergansers. 

At  Point  Gratiot  we  looked  for  land  birds,  walking  the  two  short  streets  where  many  feeders  attract  the  usual 
wintering  birds  as  well  as  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  and  Tufted  Titmice.  In  the  park  itself  we  found  two 
Red-headed  Woodpeckers  perching  on  trees  and  flying  to  the  ground  in  front  of  us. 

It  was  now  mid-afternoon  and  the  weather  had  improved  greatly.  It  was  still  cold  but  the  skies  had  cleared  and 
the  sun  shone  brightly.  Back  we  went  to  our  loon  which  still  swam  and  dove  in  about  the  same  place,  but  with  the 
air  clear,  the  sun  behind  us  and  a  slightly  better  angle  we  were  able  to  see  it  well  -  bill,  plumage  and  “jizz”  -  all 
adding  up  to  Red-throated  Loon,  This  bird  was  also  identified  by  local  birders  this  afternoon  and  remained  for 
many  to  see  thru  at  least  February  15th. 

In  an  area  covering  less  than  two  miles,  we  recorded  41  of  the  43  species  seen  on  the  trip. 

Fran  Rew 


Owls  —  Courtesy  of  the  Farnans 
February  16,  1997 

At  Busti  and  Vermont,  at  9:00  a.m.,  some  38  BOS  owl  seekers  departed  in  convoy  for  the  Annual  Faman  Owl 
Classic.  Well-equipped  with  CB  radios,  we  met  the  Canadians  at  Route  3  and  Ott  Rd.  —  not  just  the  Farnans  but 
a  delightful  group  of  nine  members  of  the  new  Bert  Miller  Nature  Club  of  Stevensville,  Ont.  (Twelve  cars 
altogether-and  we  lost  only  a  couple  of  them  for  a  while  in  Port  Col  bourne.) 

Six  owl  species  were  seen,  equaling  the  best  trips  of  recent  years.  Three  short-ears  open  the  show  on  Ott  Rd., 
with  perched  views  between  repeated  graceful  flights.  Next  subject  of  scrutiny  was  Mrs.  Great  Homed  Owl  on 
nest  duty  at  Concession  Road  #2,  a  scope-distance  view  but  clear  enough.  Port  Colboume’s  Fielden  Avenue 
Eastern  Screech  Owl,  apparently  jaded  by  too  much  attention,  refused  to  answer  calls  to  look  out  of  its  hollow  tree 
hole-so  it  was  off  to  McDonald’s  for  refreshment. 

Then  onward,  fed  and  rested,  to  Morgan’s  Point  where  all  50+  got  a  good  look  at  a  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 
dozing,  all  snow-covered,  on  a  small  bare  twig  in  a  large  bent  cedar.  And  get  this- -the  previously  sighted  saw- 
whet  having  disappeared,  the  Farnans  went  on  a  new  search  just  before  meeting  the  group.  Blayne  spotted  this 
one  with  only  an  hour  to  spare 

Just  across  the  road,  by  the  way,  were  a  dozen  Eastern  Bluebirds— delightful. 

On  to  the  west,  where  we  were  lucky  enough  to  find  a  young  Snowy  Owl  still  hunting  a  field  off  Dixie  Road, 
where  he  had  been  for  at  least  a  week. 

Then  a  woods  near  Wellandport  lived  up  to  its  good-and  bad-  reputation.  Some  5  Long-eared  Owls  were 
present  posing  high  in  the  evergreens,  without  spooking  as  long-ears  usually  do.  The  bad  part  was  the  road  into 
the  woods,  not  mud  this  time  but  snow  and  ice  that  caused  some  difficulties. 

Last  stop  was  at  Bob  (Blaynes’s  brother)  Faman’s  house  on  Millrace  Rd.  Bob  has  2  roost_ boxes  on  poles  in 
the  back  yard.  A  Screech  Owl  (trained  to  watch  birders?)  poked  its  head  well  out  of  the  hole  for  all  to  see. 

So— all  birding  objectives  were  well  met.  I  hope  everyone  realizes  the  hours  and  miles  of  searching  needed  to 
prepare  an  event  like  this.  All  hats  off  to  Blayne  and  Jean. 

Richard  Byron 

Whooping  Cranes  Make  Comeback  in  Florida 

A  viable  population  of  Whooping  Cranes  is  now  established  on  the  Kissimmee  Prairie,  near  Lake  Wales, 
Florida.  This  is  the  result  of  a  cooperative  effort  on  the  part  of  federal  and  state  authorities. 

Since  1993,  102  birds  have  been  released.  62  birds  remain  and  have  established  a  breeding  colony.  The 
other  birds  were  lost  to  bobcats  before  the  birds  learned  to  be  wary  of  these  predators. 

(see  The  Tampa  Tribune ,  March  30,  1997,  page  8-Sports) 
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MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Welcome  the  following  new  Active  Member: 
Roberta  Vallone 

BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Hum  bolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


Apr.  23:  1997  Vaughan  Lecture.  “The  Future  of  Birds:  Is  the  Extinction  Crisis  Real?”  presented  by  Dr. 

David  Steadman. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


April  20:  Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ontario.  There  is  no  organized  trip  this  year;  the  weather  has 

let  us  down  too  often.  Pick  your  day:  not  raining  and  a  southerly  wind. 

April  27:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  the  Tanning  Bed  store,  0. 1  mile  east  of 

Main  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  Rochester  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Park  shelter. 
Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987). 

May  4:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Center.  Meet  at  7:00  a.  m.  in  Tifft  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  trip.  Leaden 

Michael  Davis  (874-2721). 

May  10:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Presque  Isle  at  Erie,  PA  for  warblers.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the  Presque  Isle 

Administration  building.  Leader:  Bill  Bogacki  (674-5781). 

May  10:  Saturday.  Delaware  Park  Audubon  bird  walk.  This  is  a  half-day  trip.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Rumsey 

and  Windsor  Roads.  (Rumsey,  off  Delaware  Ave.,  is  the  south  boundary  of  Delaware  Park). 

May  1 1:  Sunday.  Visit  to  Jerry  FarreH’s  banding  station.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Tops  Market  in  Lewiston.  We 

will  meet  Jerry  at  8:30  at  the  3F  Conservation  Club  on  Swann  Rd  (off  Rt.  18)  opposite  the  Fatima 
Shrine.  Leader:  Terry  Yonker  (745-9129).  Cancel  if  raining. 

May  18:  Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count.  Compiler  TBA. 

May  24:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet  at  6:00  a.m. 

at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783). 
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May  24:  Saturday.  Delaware  Park  bird  walk.  See  May  10  entry. 

June  13:  Friday  not  Sunday.  Whip- poor- w'i  11  trip  and  Chinese  dinner.  Meet  at  6:00  p.m.  at  Vermont  & 

Busti.  We  will  eat  at  the  Lotus  Garden  Restaurant  in  Port  Colbome,  Ont.,  then  proceed  to  Wilson 
Rd,  which  is  4  miles  west  of  town  off  Hwy  3.  Call  the  leader,  Richard  Byron  (662-4783)  or  Bill 
Burch  (773-3690)  for  reservations.  The  restaurant  is  at  182  West  Street,  along  the  west  bank  of  the 
Welland  Canal. 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer  Michael  Hamilton,  51  Park  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 


37 


“If  you’re  travelin'  the  North  Country  fair, 

Where  the  winds  hit  heavy  on  the  borderline../ 

--Bob  Dylan 


“On  the  Borderline”  will  be  the  theme  of  the  50th  Federation  Annual 
Meeting  on  September  12-14, 1997 \  in  Lake  Placid,  hosted  by  High  Peaks 
Audubon  Society,  Inc . 

Saturday  night’s  featured  speaker  will  be  Dr.  David  Bird  of  the  Avian  Science  and 
Conservation  Center  of  McGill  University  with  a  presentation  on  “Technology  &  Birds.” 
Among  other  high-tech  projects,  he  will  describe  tracking  Golden  Eagles  from  the  James  Bay 
Lowlands  with  satellite  transmitters.  When  he’s  not  in  the  field  or  classroom,  David  writes  a 
popular  column  for  Bird  Watcher ’s  Digest . 

As  an  added  bonus,  the  film  “Power  -  One  River  -  Two  Nations”  will  be  screened  on  Friday 
evening  at  the  Lake  Placid  Center  for  the  Arts.  The  saga  of  the  James  Bay  Cree  vs.  Hydro- 
Quebec,  this  new  documentary  by  Magnus  Isacsson  and  Glen  Salzman  offers  a  behind  the 
scenes  look  at  the  most  important  environmental  victory  of  our  times.  The  film  is  entered  in  this 
year’s  Sundance  Festival.  The  evening  will  open  with  a  Mohawk  invocation. 

Field  trips  to  the  Boreal  Heritage  Preserve,  Bloomingdale  Bog  and  other  northern  habitats  will 
be  offered  throughout  the  weekend,  including  Sunday  morning  trips  for  the  convenience  of 
delegates. 

Headquarters  will  be  the  Lake  Placid  Hilton  Resort.  Mike  Peterson  will  chair  the  meeting  and 
Bud  Lanyon  will  chair  the  Saturday  afternoon  Papers  Session.  Those  interested  in  presenting 
papers  are  urged  to  contact  Dr.  Wesley  Lanyon,  2398  North  Lakeshore  Drive,  Louisa,  VA 
23093  (703)  967-0691  (through  April),  orP.O.  Box  531,  Keene  Valley,  NY  12943  (518)  576- 
9714  (May  onward).  Papers  on  northern  species  are  especially  welcome. 

For  further  information  and  registration  write  to  High  Peaks  Audubon  Society,  RR1  Box  230, 
Elizabethtown,  NY  12932. 
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March  came  in  like  the  proverbial  lamb  with  a  temperature  reading  of  62°(F)  on  the  1  st  as  the  southerly 
flow  of  mild  moisi  air  winch  entered  the  region  at  the  end  of  February  continued  tc  dominate  the  weather  for 
several  days  and  precipitated  a  mayor  influx  of  migrant  swans,  geese  and  other  waterfowl.  On  March  5th,  a  deep 
low  pressure  system  from  the  northern  plains  brought  colder  temperatures  and  wet  snow;  the  accumulations 
totaling  3.3  inches  on  that  date  and  an  additional  4.4  inches  on  the  6th  constituted  the  only  general  snowfall  for 
the  month  at  Buffalo.  Subsequent  weather  fronts  included  a  high  pressure  system  building  over  the  Great  Lakes 
on  March  1 5th  which  brought  a  continuous  flow  of  cold  air  and  the  low  temperature  for  the  month  at  Buffalo, 
16°(F)  on  the  following  day.  This  ridge  of  high  pressure  kept  temperatures  below  their  seasonal  norms  until  a 
weather  front  on  March  24th  brought  a  strong  flow  of  warmer  air  and  temperatures  reaching  a  high  reading  for 
the  month  of  70° (F)  on  March  28th  before  a  new  low  pressure  system,  preceded  by  a  cold  front  and  showers, 
arrived  late,  on  that  date  and  was  augmented  by  snow  and  high  winds  at  the  periphery  of  a  ’nor’easter’  ravaging 
the  Mid- Atlantic  coast  from  Virginia  to  Massachusetts  on  March  31st  as  the  month  made  its  exit  like  the 
proverbial  lion.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  at  Buffalo  was  33.1°(F),  .07°  below  normal  for  the 
period;  precipitation  measured  4.47  inches,  1.79  inches  above  average;  snowfall  of  13.7  inches  for  the  month 
was  3.4  inches  above  average  while  total  sunshine  was  only  39%  of  possible,  6%  below  normal  for  the  region. 
(Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

March  was  a  banner  month  for  waterfowl;  28  species  of  swans,  geese  and  ducks  were  reported,  the  largest 
number  for  the  period  in  our  study  area  since  1990.  The  unseasonably  mild  weather  for  the  first  two  days  of  the 
month  precipitated  a  major  movement  of  Tundra  Swans  in  their  hundreds  flying  across  the  Niagara  Peninsula  of 
Ontario  from  St.  Catherines  to  the  Town  of  Dunnville  and  westward.  On  March  2nd,  Peter  Yoerg  and  Barbara 
Henderson  drove  to  the  hamlet  of  Lowbanks  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  west  of  Long  Beach,  Ontario 
where,  on  the  previous  day,  Moulton  Bay  had  been  filled  with  migrating  swans  but  now  was  devoid  of 
waterfowl  of  any  description.  But  a  short  time  later,  a  few  miles  northwest  of  Lowbanks  at  the  intersection  of 
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Bird  and  Canal  Roads  in  the  community  of  Stromness,  Yoergand  Henderson  were  delighted  to  find  an  estimated 
4400  to  5000  swans  resting  and  feeding  in  a  fieid  of  com  stubble,  a  habitat  not  often  reported  by  field  observers. 
'Dial-  a-Bird'  tapes  tell  of  several  swan  flights  in  Western  New  York  this  month  including  flocks  totaling  "over 
750"  birds  near  Olean  in  Cattaraugus  County  during  the  week  of  March  9th.  Also  on  the  9th,  Cayuga  Pool  at  the 
Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  on  NY  Route  77  in  Genesee  County  was  the  scene  of  observations  of  sue 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese  by  several  observers.  Also  on  that  date,  Willie  D'Anna  and  his  party  found  one 
White-fronted  Goose  among  a  large  flock  of  Canada  Geese  on  the  Waterport  Pond  above  the  dam  on  Oak 
Orchard  Creek  in  the  Town  of  Carlton  in  Orleans  County.  Earlier,  on  March  2nd,  Tom  and  Kathy  Harper  found 
a  single  white-front  in  the  company  of  two  Snow  Geese  in  a  wet  pasture  on  the  east  side  of  the  Niagara-Orleans 
County  Line  Road,  the  earliest  arrival  date  for  this  species  in  our  region.  Sightings  of  Snow  Geese  from  many 
localities  on  the  Lake  Ontario  Plain  and  the  Oak  Orchard  Wetlands  during  the  spring  waterfowl  passage  continue 
to  increase  although  still  far  fewer  in  number  than  during  the  record  flight  of  this  species  through  the  region  in 
March,  1993  (s ez  Prothonotary,  vol.  59:4,  pg.  50).  This  goose  is  recognized  as  having  two  races,  the  nominate 
subspecies  or  'Lesser  Snow  Goose'  of  some  authors,  Chen  caerulescens  and  a  larger  race,,  the  'Greater  Snow 
Goose',  Chen  caerulescens  atlcmtica\  these  subspecies  maintain  their  identity  by  a  fairly  complete  geographic 
isolation  on  their  respective  breeding  and  wintering  ranges.  The  Lesser  Snow  Goose  or  inland  race,  the 
subspecies  most  likely  to  be  encountered  in  our  study  area,  has  blue  and  white  color  morphs  with  both  varieties 
usually  represented  in  flocks  of  migrants.  It  breeds  on  the  'low- Arctic'  tundra  north  and  northeast  of  Hudson's 
Bay  in  Eastern  North  America  and  winters  along  the  gulf  coast  of  the  southeastern  United  States  and  Mexico. 
The  Greater  Snow  Goose  is  morphologically  a  larger  bird  and  virtually  all  individuals  are  of  the  white  morph  in 
plumage  coloration.  It  breeds  in  the  High  Arctic  on  Baffin  Island  and  other  locations  in  the  Canadian  Northwest 
Teniiories  and  wiiHeis  m  the  marshes  of  the  mid- Atlantic  coast  from  North  Carolina  to  Pennsylvania.  However, 
most  avian  records  committees  are  chary  of  accepting  sight  records  of  white  morph  geese  identified  specifically 
to  either  subspecies.  On  March  10th,  Mississauga,  Ontario  birder  John  Lamey  of.  Yellow-billed  Loon  fame  (see 
Prothonotary,  vol.63:2,  pg.  14),  generated  more  late  winter  excitement  among  local  Canadian  and  American 
bird-watchers  when,  in  the  course,  of  a  field  trip  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  on  that  date,  he  counted 
an  unprecedented  91  wintering  King  Eiders  at  Jordan  Harbor  in  Vineland,  Lincoln  County,  Ontario.  All  of  the 
birds,  with  the  possible  exception  of  one  sub-adult  male,  were  female  or  immature  individuals.  While  this  large 
congregation  had  dispersed  before  many  observers  arrived  at  the  scene,  most  of  the  birds  remained  in  the  vicinity 
in  smaller  flocks  with  BOS  member  Bill  Broderick  counting  40  on  the  lake  at  Vineland  on  March  29th.  In  any 
case,  the  number  of  elders  reported  throughout  the  month  exceeded  by  several  score  any  previous  records  of  this 
species  for  our  study  area. 

Once  again  this  spring.  Peregrine  Falcons  have  attracted  the  attention  of  the  local  media.  On  March  30th,  the 
Buffalo  News  printed  what  further  investigation  proved  to  be  a  rather  fanciful  account  of  one  of  our  local 
peregrines  "flopping  around  in  the  gutter"  on  Delaware  Avenue  in  downtown  Buffalo,  having  apparently  been 
struck  by  a  vehicle  and  fighting  for  its  life.  The  observer  who  called  the  News  from  the  scene  also  added  that  a 
second  falcon  was  swooping  down,  apparently  trying  to  assist  its  stricken  mate.  Wildlife  biologists  from  the 
local  office  of  the  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation  who  are  closely  monitoring  the  activity  of  the 
pair  of  falcons  that  successfully  fledged  three  young  from  a  window  ledge  aerie  on  the  Buffalo  City  Hall  last 
spring  (see  Prothonotary i  vol.  62:7,  pg.  85),  went  to  the  scene  and  determined  that  the  scenario  as  originally 
reported  to  the  News  was  inaccurate  as  was  a  second  hypothesis  that  the  birds  were  possibly  involves  in  a 
mating  ritual.  It  appears  that  a  second  pair  of  Peregrine  Falcons  arrived  in  Buffalo  on  March  28th  and  occupied  a 
nesting  box  placed  on  a  ledge  of  the  Statler  Building  by  the  DEC  as  a  possible  alternate  site  for  the  City  Hall 
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birds.  These  buildings  are  both  on  the  periphery  of  Niagara  Square  in  downtown  Buffalo,  located  some  125 
yards  apart  and  both  well  within  the  territorial  boundaries  of  a  nesting  pair  of  falcons.  The  biologists  were 
informed  by  other  witnesses  at  the  scene  that  three  falcons  were  involved  and  that  two,  later  identified  as  the 
banded  female  who  nested  on  the  City  Hall  in  1996  and  a  male,  unbanded  but  probably  her  original  mate  were 
intent  on  committing  mayhem  on  a  second  banded  female  which  managed  to  get  airborne  after  her  assailants  were 
driven  off.  This  bird  managed  to  fly  to  the  west  side  of  Niagara  Square  where  it  flopped  down  on  the  sidewalk 
and  was  recovered  by  DEC  personnel  who  took  it  to  the  Erie  County  SPCA  where  it  was  placed  in  the  care  of  a 
wildlife  rehabilitator;  its  wounds  were  not  grievous  and  a  week  later  the  peregrine  was  released  into  the  wild.  A 
historical  note:  Biologist  Mark  Kandel  advised  the  writer  that  the  band  on  this  falcon's  leg  indicated  that  she  was 
bom  atop  the  Commodore  Motor  Inn  in  Toledo,  Ohio  in  1995.  Her  mother  was  a  Peregrine  Falcon  hacked  in  the 
Peregrine  Restoration  Program  at  Brock  University  in  St.  Catherines,  Ontario  in  1990  under  the  direction  of 
Mary  Ellen  Hebb  of  St.  Catherines,  a  corresponding  BOS  member. 


Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-throated  Loon 

9F 

1 

Shadigee 

D’Anna 

44 

9F,22 

5,1 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

23 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

44 

30 

4 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Common  Loon 

29F 

1 

Williamsville 

Morgan  te  (BOS) 

44 

29F 

2 

Langford  Pond 

Turisk 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

19F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

22 

1 

Amity  lake 

Pitzrick 

Homed  Grebe 

8F 

2 

Delaware  Park  Lake,  Bflo. 

Davis 

44 

9,23 

4,60 

Shadigee 

D’Anna,  Morgante 

44 

9 

16 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

22 

25 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

44 

24 

35 

Lime  Lake 

Watson 

Red-necked  Grebe 

9 

3 

Shadigee 

D’Anna 

44 

23 

5 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

30 

4 

Olcott  Beach 

D’Anna 

44 

30 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Great  Blue  Heron 

28 

21 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

1,2 

7,4 

Buffalo 

Brock 

44 

28 

11 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Tundra  Swan 

IF 

9 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

2 

450 

Moulton,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

40 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

T undra  Swan 

8,21,22 

56,58,212 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

(i 

9 

50 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

u 

9 

200 

Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Benham 

u 

9 

21 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

tt 

10 

18 

Attica  Reservoir 

Fox 

tt 

11,29 

~  80,93 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  Morgante(BOS) 

tt 

23 

61 

Machias  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Mute  Swan 

1,13 

U 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

tt 

2 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Harper 

tt 

9 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Davis 

tt 

10 

1 

Attica  Reservoir 

Fox 

tt 

23,29 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgan  te  (BOS) 

*Gr.  White-fr.  Goose 

2 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Harper 

tt 

9 

4 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Davis 

tt 

9 

1 

Carlton  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

tt 

9 

6 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Snow  Goose 

9F 

10 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Davis 

it 

9F 

1  lw,4b 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

tt 

9F 

45w,2b 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

tt 

9F 

1 

Carlton  Twp. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

it 

16 

37w,12b 

Yates  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

tt 

22 

46  w  ,3  b 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

Wood  Duck 

9F 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

tt 

19 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

*  Green- winged  Teal 

9F,22 

1,20 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Y  oerg,  Morgan  te 

tt 

22 

4 

Somerset  Twp. 

Watson,  D’Anna  (BOS) 

it 

22 

8 

Hartland  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

Northern  Pintail 

1F,22 

18,150 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  Morgante 

tt 

2 

50 

Moulton,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Blue-winged  Teal 

22F 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

tt 

28 

6 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

*  Northern  Shoveler 

9F 

2 

Newstead  T wp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

it 

13 

9 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

tt 

13 

6 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

Gad  wall 

IF 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

1  IF 

8 

Amity  Lake 

Pi  track 

tt 

13,28 

4,193 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

tt 

29 

200 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Morgante  (BOS) 

Canvasback 

29 

65 

Langford  Pond 

Turisk 

Redhead 

1 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

it 

2 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

tt 

2 

20 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

tt 

22 

8 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Ring-necked  Duck 

IF 

8 

Iroquois  N.W.R.  &  vie. 

Watson 

tt 

1F-31 

5-20 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

tt 

10 

2 

Attica  Reservoir 

Fox 

Greater  Scaup 

22 

30 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Lesser  Scaup 

2F 

8 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

tt 

13 

14 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

*King  Eider 

10 

10 

St.  Catherines,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

tt 

16 

10 

Vineland,  Ont. 

Morgante 

tt 

29 

40 

Lincoln  Twp.,  Ont. 

Broderick 

tt 

29 

34 

Lincoln  Twp.,  Ont. 

D’Anna 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Oldsquaw 

13,28 

3,4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

22 

11 

Iroquois  N.W.R.  &  vie. 

Morgan  te 

44 

oo 

1 

Lockport 

Rosenburg 

44 

24 

9 

Lime  Lake 

Watson 

44 

28 

6 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Surf  Scoter 

9 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

44 

28 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

White -winged  Scoter 

9 

350 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

44 

10 

1 

Attica  Reservoir 

Fox 

44 

16 

200 

Vineland,  Ont. 

Morgante 

44 

22 

3 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Morgan  te 

Hooded  Merganser 

1 

2 

Amity  Twp. 

V  &  M  Pitzrick 

44 

22 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

*  Ruddy  Duck 

1  IF 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

44 

24 

n 

L* 

Cuba  Lake 

Watson 

44 

28 

5 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

29 

1 

Lincoln  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Turkey  Vulture 

10F 

2 

Wheatfield  T  wp. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

44 

1  IF 

4 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

27,29 

788,185 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

44 

28 

302 

Ripley 

Pecoraro- O  ’  Connel  1 

Bald  Eagle 

1-31 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

many  observers 

44 

1 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

44 

9 

1  ad.,1  imm. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Andrles 

44 

9 

1  ad. 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

16 

1 

Krull  Park,  Olcott 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

21,24,27 

l.U 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

44 

28 

1 

Ripley 

Pecoraro-  O  ’  Connel  1 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  13F 

1 

Bond  Lake  Park 

Broderick 

44 

19,21 

1,2 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle,  Rew 

44 

23 

12 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

24,27 

36,24 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

4 

1 

Sheldon  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

44 

24.27 

2,1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

44 

24 

4 

Eagle  Twp. 

Watson 

*  Golden  Eagle 

16 

1  ad. 

Beaver  Meadows  N.P. 

Junkin 

American  Coot 

IF,  11 

4,85 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

*Killdeer 

IF 

2 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

IF 

4 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

IF 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

V  &  M  Pitzrick 

Purple  Sandpiper 

16 

5 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

30 

3 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

^Common  Snipe 

9F 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Davis 

44 

22 

1 

Lockport 

Rosenburg 

*  A  men  can  Woodcock  12F 

3 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

44 

21,27 

1,8 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

44 

21 

3 

Lockport 

Rosenburg 

Little  Gull 

1,16,28 

10,6,5 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

22,23,31 

5,24,65 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

44 

24 

50 

Ni  agara-on-  the-Lake 

Hirabayashi 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

26,31 

1080,2375 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Glaucous  Gull 

5 

1 

Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Watson 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 

1 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Long-eared  Owl 

29,30 

4 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

44 

29 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Potter 

Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl 

25F,27 

U 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

*  Eastern  Phoebe 

25F 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

44 

27 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrleetal 

44 

27 

1 

Lockport 

Rosenburg 

*Tree  Swallow 

27F 

3 

Hamburg  Twp. 

.  Benham 

44 

28 

6 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Common  Raven 

23 

1 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Carolina  Wren 

7 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

5,7 

1 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrle 

44 

29 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

23 

5 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

28F 

4 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

29 

8 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

20 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

30F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Davis 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1,13 

1,2 

Evangola  S.P. 

Turisk,  Forbes 

*  Hermit  Thrush 

18 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Benham 

44 

29F 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Morgante  (BOS) 

Northern  Mockingbird 

5 

1 

TonawandaTwp. 

Watson 

44 

27,28 

2,3 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle  et  al,  Yoerg 

Northern  Shrike 

2 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

S  &  T  O’Donnell 

44 

16 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

23 

1 

Joseph  Davis  S.P. 

S  &  T  O’Donnell 

Y ellow-r.  Warbler 

31 

1 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Yoerg 

Eastern  Towhee 

28F 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

31 

1 

Blasdell(f) 

Turisk 

Chipping  Sparrow 

31F 

1 

Blasdell(f) 

Tunsk 

44 

31F 

1 

Eden  Valley (f) 

Andrle 

*Fox  Sparrow 

29F 

1 

Evangola  S.P. 

Turisk 

44 

30 

2 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Henderson 

44 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

30 

1 

Buffalo 

Henderson 

*  J.h.  oremnus 

13 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

16 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Davis 

Lapland  Longspur 

9,16 

8,3 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Yoerg 

Snow  Bunting 

9 

100 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Annaet  al 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

2F 

2 

Sturgeon  Point 

Andrle 

44 

9 

3 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

Rusty  Blackbird 

14 

1 

Lancaster  Twp.  (0 

Morgante 

44 

24 

14 

Eagle  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

29 

4 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante  (BOS) 
D’Anna 

44 

29 

2 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Purple  Finch 

1-31 

1 

Evangola  S.P. 

Forbes 

44 

9 

2 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

D’Annaet  al 

44 

10-31 

2 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

44 

25,28 

4,1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Red  Crossbill 

23 

2 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  124 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  14 

Total  for  year .  138 
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Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  March  1997 

The  Hotline  report  for  the  month  was  of  an  unconfirmed  Black  Guillimot  on  Lake  Ontario  in  Vineland, 
Ontario,  on  March  10.  Though  not  found  again,  the  consolation  in  Vineland  was  a  flock  of  up  to  90  basic  plumage 
King  Eiders,  with  one  near-  adult  male,  which  could  be  found  in  the  early  mornings  close  to  the  lake  shore. 

Waterfowl  dominated  the  March  Dial-a-Bird  reports.  In  past  years,  a  report  of  a  Greater  White-fronted  Goose 
in  the  region  would  have  activated  the  Hotline,  but  not  anymore.  They  are  apparently  becoming  an  annually 
occurring  species;  15  White-fronts  were  reported  from  six  locations  during  the  month. 

Other  than  waterfowl,  good  numbers  of  Little  Gulls  were  reported  each  week  on  the  Niagara  River  at  the 
Lewiston  docks.  Away  from  the  water,  under  surveillance  by  a  remote  video  camera,  two  eggs  were  laid  by  the 
Bald  Eagles  at  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge. 

David  F.  Suggs 


CERULEAN  WARBLER  ATLAS  PROJECT 

The  Cerulean  Warbler  Atlas  Project  (CEWAP)  needs  your  help.  CEWAP,  which  is  administered  by  the 
Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithology,  needs  the  help  of  experienced  birders  to  survey  known  and  potential  breeding  sites 
from  late  May  -  early  July,  1997,  in  order  to  produce  a  detailed  atlas  of  all  Cerulean  Warbler  sites  in  the 
northeastern  U.S.  Interested  birders  will  receive  (free)  a  cassette  tape,  instructions,  and  data  forms.  Participants 
may  survey  as  few  or  as  many  sites  as  you  wish,  and  can  contribute  incidental  sightings  of  breeding  or  migrating 
Ceruleans.  For  more  information,  to  sign  up,  or  to  contribute  incidental  sightings,  please  contact  Sara  Barker  at 
forest_birds@comell.edu,  or  607-254-2446.  Thanks! 

Ken  Rosenberg 

Partners  In  Flight,  Northeast  Regional  Coordinator 
Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithology 
159  Sapsucker  Woods  Rd, 

Ithaca,  NY  14850 
(607)  254-2412 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Welcome  to  the  following  new  Associate  Members: 

John  Black 
17  Valerie  Drive 
St.  Catherines,  OnL  L2T  3G3 
Canada 

(905)  684-0143 

Jim  &  Karen  Landau 
9195  State  Road 
Colden,  NY  14033-9626 
941-3869 
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BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

,•> 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Hum  bolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


May  28:  Reporting  Significant  Bird  Sightings:  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 

VERIFICATION  SYSTEM,  presented  by  the  Statisticians. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


May  18:  Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count.  Compiler  TBA. 

May  24:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet  at  6:00  a  m. 

at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783). 

May  24:  Saturday.  Delaware  Park  bird  walk.  This  is  a  half-day  trip.  Mee t  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Rumsey  and 

Windsor  Roads.  (Rumsey,  off  Delaware  Ave.,  is  the  south  boundary  of  Delaware  Park). 


June  13:  Friday  not  Sunday.  Whip-poor-will  trip  and  Chinese  dinner.  Meet  at  6:00  p.m.  at  Vermont  & 

Busti.  We  will  eat  at  the  Lotus  Garden  Restaurant  in  Port  Colbome,  Ont.,  then  proceed  to  Wilson 
Rd,  which  is  4  miles  west  of  town  off  Hwy  3.  Call  the  leader,  Richard  Byron  (662-4783)  or  Bill 
Burch  (773-3690)  for  reservations.  The  restaurant  is  at  182  West  Street,  along  the  west  bank  of  the 
Welland  Canal. 

July  20:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti. 

Leader:  Richard  Byron  (66-4783).  Note:  we  will  skip  the  Canadian-side  meeting  spot  unless 
someone  requests  it. 

Aug.  24:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti. 

Leader:  Richard  Byron  (66-4783).  Note  the  meeting  time. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 
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Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 

CFLANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer  Michael  Hamilton,  51  Park  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor.  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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THE  MONTH:  April,  1997 


A II  ~  A  A  +L  at  r  At* o  rto  r\  p  /to  ^orr  \  rr- — 4.^-  o , , cc~  1  - 

rA.pi  11  wao  a  vwui  anu  \ai y  uiv/iiLii,  uiv  uwia^v  ivii yviutuiv  yx  y  u.o  ivvs^iuvu  a.  vjiwaiAi  ounaiu 

International  Airport  for  the  period  was  2.9  degrees  below  normal  while  precipitation  (in  the  form  of  rain)  meas¬ 
ured  only  1.65  inches,  1.22  inches  below  average.  It  was  the  third  consecutive  year  with  April  weather 
significantly  cooler  than  average  (fide:  Buffalo  News).  But  we  were  not  alone  in  our  disappointment.  Our 
meteorological  data  was  but  a  pale  reflection  of  the  pattern  of  unseasonably  cold  and  often  violent  weather  that 
plagued  the  continent  from  Idaho  to  New  England  with  blizzards  in  the  far  west  heavy  rains  and  flooding  in  the 
midwest  while  the  Atlantic  Coast  from  New  Jersey  to  Maine  was  pummeled  at  mid-month  with  heavy 
wind-driven  rainfall  and  snow  squalls.  All  of  these  factors  seem  to  have  had  a  significant  influence  on  bird 
migration,  especially  the  spring  passage  of  raptors  and  early  neotropical  passerine  species.  On  the  Niagara 
Frontier,  following  a  first  week  featuring  a  southerly  flow  of  warm  air  and  mild  temperatures  with  a  high 
thermometer  reading  at  Buffalo  of  70^F)  on  the  6th,  a  deep  low  pressure  system  from  the  Canadian  Maritimes 
on  April  7th  brought  a  northwest  flow  of  unseasonable  cold  air  on  brisk  winds,  the  first  of  a  seemingly  endless 
series  of  weather  fronts  entering  the  region  with  significantly  below  average  temperatures  but  below  normal 
rainfall  until  month's  end.  A  low  pressure  system  along  the  Atlantic  Coast  circulating  cold  moist  air  inland  on 
April  17th  brought  our  only  significant  snowfall  of  the  period,  1.6  inches  at  Buffalo  with  up  to  five  inches  in 
elevated  areas  South  of  the  city.  The  month  ended  with  light  southwest  winds  bringing  warmer  air  into  the 
region  on  April  29th  and  a  high  temperature  for  the  period  of  72^)  on  the  30th.  (Meteorological  data  as 
compiled  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

Once  again  in  April,  unfavorable  climatic  conditions  had  a  negative  impact  on  the  spring  passage  of  raptors 
in  our  study  area.  From  mid-March  until  the  second  week  of  May,  Frances  Rew  undertook  the  task  of 
monitoring  the  flight  at  the  traditional  observation  site  near  the  Camp 
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Road  entrance  to  the  Lakeside  Cemetery  in  the  Town  of  Hamburg  where  she  could  be  found  each  morning  if 
meteorological  reports  presaged  winds  and  other  factors  favorable  for  a  flight.  The  prospect  was  made  less 
daunting  by  the  frequent  appearance  of  Bob  Andrle  and  other  raptorphiles  whose  keen  eyes  and  identification 
skills  proved  invaluable.  In  seven  days  in  March  they  tallied  nine  species  including  three  Bald  Eagles  among 
1667  individuals.  The  only  significant  flight  that  month  was  on  March  27th  when  a  strong  southerly  flow  of 
warm  air  brought  a  record  high  count  of  788  Turkey  vultures  over  the  cemetery  between  8:00  a.m.  and  4:00 
p.m..  In  April,  Rew  and  the  others  were  at  the  lookout  on  17  days,  tallying  13  species  and  4406  individuals 
again  including  three  Bald  Eagles  as  well  as  two  Northern  Goshawks;  the  peak  count  of  the  season,  929  birds, 
including  872  Broad-winged  Hawks,  was  recorded  on  April  27th.  A  historic  first:  on  that  date  two  two-way 
citizens  band  phones  were  used  to  communicate  between  DougHapp  at  the  William  B.  Williams  Baseball  Field 
on  Rogers  Road,  a  quarter  mile  away  and  Frances  Rew  at  the  cemetery  lookout.  Happ,  having  a  much  broader 
vista  free  of  foliage  looking  westward  toward  Lake  Erie,  served  as  an  early  warning  observer  when  he  detected 
kettles  of  Broad-wings  approaching.  The  April  count  or  the  Niagara  Peninsula  Hawk  Watch  at  the  Beamer 
Conservation  Area  on  the  Niagara  Escarpment  at  Grimsby,  Ontario,  2Vi  miles  west  of  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  BOS  study  area,  was  also  below  average  but  totaled  6618  birds  including  eight  Bald  Eagles,  ten  Northern 
Goshawks,  ten  Golden  Eagles  and  twelve  other  species!  The  writer  is  indebted  to  Paul  Summerskill,  the 
compiler  for  the  1997  Niagara  Peninsula  Hawk  Watch  for  his  fine  cooperation  in  providing  these  data. 
Unfortunately,  data  concerning  records  of  the  flight  at  the  Ripley  Hawk  Watch  on  the  Forsythe  Road  in  the 
Town  of  Ripley  in  Chautauqua  County  in  March  and  April  are  not  available  at  the  time  or  writing. 

Once  again  this  spring,  Bill  Watson  is  monitoring  the  nesting  activity  at  the  Motor  Island  Heronry  on  the 
east  branch  of  the  Niagara  River  in  the  Town  of  Tonawanda.  On  March  5th  he  was  excited  to  find  a  Great  Blue 
Heron  "in  an  incubating  position”  on  a  nest,  an  extremely  early  date  for  such  activity;  on  April  24th  he  observed 
two  precocial  young  in  the  nest.  Watson  advises  that  the  earliest  previous  New  York  State  date  for  nestlings  of 
this  species  was  May  13th,  1994  -  also  recorded  by  him  at  the  Motor  Island  Heronry!  In  a  related  event  on 
April  24th,  during  his  nest  monitoring  activity,  Watson  observed  a  Great  Egret  in  the  incubating  position  on  a 
nest  in  that  rookery.  Earlier  in  the  month,  on  April  2nd,  Bill  Watson  visited  the  Allegheny  Reservoir  in  the 
Town  of  Cold  Spring  in  Cattaraugus  County  where  he  counted  seven  Ospreys,  six  of  whom  were  paired  and 
occupying  nesting  sites!  These  observations  were  made  only  one  calendar  day  after  the  earliest  arrival  date  for 
the  species  as  published  in  the  current  (1991)  Verification  Date  Guide  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

There  were  a  number  of  remarkable  observations  from  the  Oak  Orchard  region  wetlands  east  of  Buffalo  in 
April.  On  the  late  afternoon  of  April  27th,  riding  home  from  the  society's  field  trip  to  Braddock's  Bay  and  other 
Lake  Ontario  hot  spots,  Bill  Watson,  Dick  and  Bobby  Byron  and  Mike  Zebehazy  stopped  at  a  flooded  field 
just  north  of  the  state  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area  overlook  on  N.Y.  Route  #77  in  the  Town  of 
Royalton  in  Niagara  County.  The  object  of  their  curiosity  was  a  flock  of  six  swans  among  the  Canada  Geese 
feeding  there  which  upon  scrutiny  proved  to  be  adult  Mute  Swans,  easily  identified  by  their  S-shaped  necks, 
orange  bills  with  black  knobs  at  the  base.  It  is  a  record  count  for  a  flock  of  these  swans  in  our  study  area;  they 
are  an  established  breeding  species  in  New  York  State,  the  consequences  of  which  to  other  species  of  waterfowl 
have  yet  to  be  determined.  A  short  time  later,  this  group  arrived  at  the  nutrient-rich  muddy  substrate  of  a 
drained  marsh  on  the  Ditch  Road  in  the  Wildlife  Management  Area  where  they  were  delighted  to  find  an  adult 
male  Ruff,  a  very  rare  Palearctic  vagrant  in  Western  New  York  although  occasional  in  the  autumn  migration  along 
the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  Ontario.  The  bird  was  noticeably  the  largest  wader  of  the  ten  species  of 
shorebirds  feeding  in  the  mud  flats  there  and  was  resplendent  in  its  breeding  plumage,  with  the  black  neck 
plumes  inspiring  its  vernacular  name  and  its  black  breast  and  flanks  contrasting  with  its  “clean  white  belly.” 


48 


No.  63,  Vol.  5 


During  the  early  evening  hours  of  the  previous  day,  an  Alden,  N.Y.  birder,  Alan  Backiewicz  had  an  excellent 
look  at  a  Glossy  Ibis  in  a  drainage  ditch  on  N.Y.  Route  #77  on  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  Genesee 
County;  this  ibis  is  another  occasional  spring  vagrant  at  Wetlands  in  our  study  area. 

Volunteer  efforts  scanning  raptors  in  the  skies  as  a  member  of  the  Ripley  Hawk  Watch  paid  an  additional 
dividend  to  Marilyn  Pecoraro-O'Connell  of  Silver  Creek.  In  e-mail  to  the  BOS  compiler  of  records,  Mike 
Morgante  on  April  7th,  Me.  Pecoraro-O'Connell  related  that  on  the  5th  she  and  her  husband  were  birding  "in  the 
little  woods  by  the  Dunkirk  Lighthouse"  in  the  City  of  Dunkirk  in  Chautauqua  County  when  they  noticed  a 
“large  hawk”  soaring  over  the  tree  tops.  She  immediately  recognized  it  as  a  falcon  by  its  wing  configuration 
(“but  blunt  tips,  not  pointed  like  a  peregrine”),  underwing  coverts,  chest  and  belly  a  non-descript  brown-gray 
color  and  “buffy  or  cream  color”  primary  and  secondary  flight  feathers.  As  the  bird  circled,  affording  a  glimpse, 
of  its  upper  body,  Ms.  Pecoraro-O'Connell  confirmed  its  identification  as  an  immature  female  Gyrfalcon,  a 
species  she  had  seen  before  on  the  Ripley  Hawk  Watch  but  the  first  documented  spring  occurrence  for  the 
species  in  our  study  area  reaching  our  compiler. 

Joseph  Thill 

CORRIGENDUM 

The  Prothonotary ,  Vol.  63:4  April,  1997,  page  39,  line  2  “1400  to  5000  swans...”  Should  read:  “400  to  500 
swans...” 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


underlined  common  names,  dales  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  vvrilten  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-throated  Loon 

19,27 

5,1 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

D’Anna,  Morgante 

Common  Loon 

4 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

20 

5 

Attica  Reservoir 

Fox 

44 

26 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Watson 

Homed  Grebe 

4 

41 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

21 

50 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

26 

7 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Red-necked  Grebe 

5 

118 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

6,29 

1.2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Broderick,  Watson 

44 

19 

367 

Shadigee 

D’Anna 

44 

19 

92 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

23 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

D-crest.  Cormorant 

6.23 

2,20 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Mueller,  Watson 

44 

19 

90 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Morgante 

44 

26 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

29 

265 

Strawberry  Island 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*Amencan  Bittern 

21F 

3 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

64 

28 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

Great  Blue  Heron 

24 

2  yn. 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

17,25 

2,4 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

*  Green  Heron 

28F 

1 

Tiff  N.P. 

Davis 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

2,28 

15,62 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Broderick 

66 

5,19 

4,22 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

•  Watson 

66 

17 

2 

N  i  agara-on-  the  -  Lake 

D’Anna,  Potter 

*Glossy  Ibis 

26 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Baczkiewicz 

Tundra  Swan 

4,11 

9,3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

66 

4 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

66 

11-20 

2 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle 

66 

11 

1 

Oakfield  Twp. 

Fox 

44 

11 

1 

Batavia  Twp. 

Fox 

66 

20 

11 

Attica  Reservoir 

Fox 

66 

21 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Mute  Swan 

11,27 

1,6 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

66 

26 

1 

Freedom  Twp. 

Chilton 

Snow  Goose 

4 

1 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

66 

5 

1 

Clarence  Twp. 

Morgante 

66 

20 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Taylor 

66 

20 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Davis 

Greeen- winged  Teal 

19 

50 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Ring-necked  Duck 

11 

185 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

King  Eider 

1 

36 

Vineland,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

Oldsquaw 

4.23 

OO  0 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

66 

4 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

66 

4 

25 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

66 

23 

4 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

Surf  Scoter 

4 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

46 

19 

5 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

66 

21 

1 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

White- winged  Scoter 

14 

65 

N  iagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Red-br.  Merganser 

19 

2000 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Morgante 

66 

26 

1000 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Roberson 

66 

26 

1000 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Roberson 

Ruddy  Duck 

4,23 

30,81 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

66 

4,6 

5,10 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  Mueller 

66 

10,15 

1,1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

Turkey  Vulture 

2  3 

322,971 

Silver  Creek 

Pecoraro-  O  ’  Connel  1 

66 

3,6 

670,354 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Rew  et  al 

*  Osprey 

2F,26 

6,10 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

64 

4,21,30 

3,7,4 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Rew  et  al 

66 

6 

2 

Ripley 

Pecoraro- O  ’  Con  nel  1 

66 

11 

1 

Oakfield  Twp. 

Fox 

66 

15 

4 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

66 

17,21 

1,1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Broderick,  Yoerg 

66 

26 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

66 

28 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Yoerg 

Bald  Eagle 

1-30 

2  ad,  1  v. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

many  observ  ers 

66 

°  3 

1,4 

Silver  Creek 

Pecoraro- O’ Connell 

66 

2 

1 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

66 

6,15,30 

1,1,1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Rew  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Bald  Eagle 

6 

1  imm. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante,  Watson 

44 

6 

9 

Ripley 

Pecoraro- O’ Connell 

44 

6 

1  imm. 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

44 

6 

1  ad. 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

44 

14 

1 

Jos.  Davis  S.P. 

S.  O’Donnell 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

6,21 

24,37 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Rew  et  al 

*  Broad- winged  Hawk 

15F 

5 

Blasdell 

Tunsk 

15F,27,29 

5,872,438 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Rew  et  al 

44 

16 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

2,3 

4,1 

Silver  Creek 

Pecoraro- O  ’  Connel  1 

44 

5,27 

2,2 

Y  ates  T  wp. 

Morgante,  Broderick 

44 

6,15 

1,1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

44 

6 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

K.&  J.  Fox 

44 

16,30 

4,1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Rew  et  al 

44 

26 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Peregrine  Falcon 

10 

2 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

Gvrfalcon 

5 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Pecoraro- O  ’  Connel  1 

*  Virginia  Rail 

5F 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Brasure 

44 

15,22 

1,3 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

44 

15 

3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

Sora 

15 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

44 

21 

3 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Common  Moorhen 

19 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

*Amer.  Golden  Plover  28F,30 

1,2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Yoerg 

*  Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

6F,  1 1 

3,12 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

K.&  J.  Fox,  Watson 

44 

19 

11 

Somerset  Twp, 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

19 

2 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

21,29 

80,90 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Yoerg,  Watson 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

21,23 

2,80 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Yoerg,  Watson 

44 

23 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

*  Spotted  Sandpiper 

3  OF 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

^Upland  Sandpipier 

27F 

3 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Davis(BOS) 

*  Least  Sandpiper 

30F 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Yoerg 

*  Pectoral  Sandpiper 

21F,23 

50,68 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Yoerg,  Watson 

Purple  Sandpipier 

5 

4 

Goat  Island 

Morgante 

44 

6 

2 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

Dunlin 

1  IF 

10 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

23 

8 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

♦Ruff 

27 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

Dowitcher  species 

30 

9 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Yoerg 

S.  O’Donnell 

Common  Snipe 

14 

12 

Jos.  Davis  S.P. 

Little  Gull 

1,8,17 

37,37,43 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Potter,  D’Anna 

44 

17 

61 

N  i  agara-on-  the-Lake 

44 

19,25 

1,1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Morgante,  Watson 

44 

21 

2 

Lewiston 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

6 

20 

OakfieldTwp. 

K.&  J.  Fox 

44 

17,21 

41,900,50,000 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

17 

47,000 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

44 

19,25 

4,000,5,000 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Morgante,  Watson 

4 

23 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Iceland  Gull 

19 

6 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Morgante 

44 

21 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

L.  Black-b.  gull 

21 

lad. 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

51 


No.  63,  Vol.  5 

Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Glaucous  Gull 

19 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Morgante 

44 

21 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Caspian  Tern 

18 

1 

Sturgeon  Point 

Andrle 

44 

23 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

44 

26 

1 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

Common  Tern 

16 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

16 

2 

Buffalo 

•  Mueller 

44 

17 

6 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

19 

50 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Morgante 

Long-eared  Owl 

4 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

44 

6 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Potter 

Short-eared  Owl 

5 

2 

Wilson  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

5 

3 

Java  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell,  Junkin 

44 

24 

1 

Virgil,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

*Chimney  Swift 

3  OF 

1 

Buffalo 

Tunsk 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

5 

2 

Point  Gratiot 

Pecoraro- O  ’  Connel  1 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

2F,6 

1,6 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton,  Morgante 

44 

5 

1 

Goat  Island 

Morgante 

Purple  Martin 

25 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

26 

10 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

*N.  Rough-w.  Swallow  7F, 

19  3,6 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis,  Morgante 

44 

19 

1 

South  Park,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

*Bank  Swallow 

19F 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

44 

27 

4 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle 

Bam  Swallow 

15 

2 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

44 

19 

1 

Y  ates  T  wp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Common  Raven 

14,18,30 

1,2,9 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

44 

26 

9 

Bush  Hill  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

26 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Brown  Creeper 

5 

10 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

Morgante 

Carolina  Wren 

2,11,12 

1 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrle 

44 

19 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

*  House  Wren 

20F 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Davis 

44 

29 

1 

Eden  Valley 

Andrie 

Winter  Wren 

1 

9 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

5 

1 

Goat  Island 

Morgante 

*  Marsh  Wren 

28F 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Yoerg 

44 

30 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

5F 

2 

point  Gratiot 

Pecoraro- O  ’  Connel  1 

44 

6 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

*Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

26F 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

44 

27 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  S.P. 

Broderick 

Hermit  Thrush 

6 

4 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

44 

27 

10 

Rush  Creek,  Blasdell 

Turisk 

44 

28 

16 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna,  Potter 

*  Brown  Thrasher 

6F 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Pecoraro- O  ’  Connel  1 

44 

15 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

American  Pipit 

26 

15 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

^Solitary  Vireo 

3  OF 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

5F 

2 

Point  Gratiot 

Pecoraro-O  ’  Connel  1 

44 

6 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

D’Anna 

*Pine  Warbler 

6F 

1 

Wison-Tusc.  S.P. 

44 

26 

1 

Bush  Hill  S.P. 

Chilton 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Pine  Warbler 

26 

2 

44 

26 

1 

Palm  Warbler 

28F 

1 

44 

29.30 

1,4 

*  Northern  Waterthrush 

27F 

1 

44 

29 

1 

*La.  Waterthrush 

20F 

1 

44 

26 

1 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 

28L 

1 

Chipping  Sparrow 

3 

1 

Field  Sparrow 

IF 

1 

44 

2 

1 

*  Vesper  Sparrow 

18F 

1 

*  Savannah  Sparrow 

5F 

1 

44 

5F 

1 

44 

6 

2 

Fox  Sparrow 

U1 

2,4 

44 

2 

2 

44 

6,19 

7,1 

44 

19 

1 

44 

29 

1 

*  Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

29F 

1 

Swamp  Sparrow 

6F 

3 

44 

6F 

1 

Rusty  Blackbird 

12 

200 

44 

26 

40 

Red  Crossbill 

24 

6-8 

44 

26 

1 

Location 

Observer 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Roberson 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna,  Potter 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Y oerg,  Morgan te 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Davis(BOS) 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Orangeville 

Fox 

Allegany  S.P. 

Comer 

Lancaster  Twp.  (f) 

Morgan  te 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrie 

Eden  Valley (f) 

Andrie 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Potter 

Sturgeon  Point 

Andrie 

Evangola  S.P. 

Turisk 

Famham 

Turisk 

Batavia  WWTP 

K.&J.  Fox 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Goat  Island 

Broderick 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Niagara  Falls(I) 

S.&T.  O’Donnell 

Niagara  Falls(f) 

S.&T.  O’Donnell 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante,  Watson 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Lancaster  T  wp. 

Morgante 

Ashforf  Twp. 

Chilton 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bush  Hill  S.P. 

Chilton 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  138 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  (including  April  Count) . 36 

Total  for  year .  174 


Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  April  1997 

In  mid-April,  a  Eurasian  Wigeon  at  Stafford's  Pond  and  a  reported  Dickcissel  at  a  feeder  in  Evans  were  the 
Hotline  news.  The  Dickcissel  was  first  reported  on  the  20th  and  21st,  but  an  attempt  to  confirm  on  the  22nd  did 
not  relocate  the  bird.  April  27,  a  Ruff  at  Ruddy  Marsh  in  the  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area  was  also  on 
the  Hotline. 

Dial-a-Bird  reports  during  late  April  were  reminiscent  of  November  accounts,  with  9  gulls  species  found  on 
the  Niagara  River.  47,000  Bonaparte's  Gulls  were  counted  at  Niagara-on-the-Lake  and  a  feeding  frenzy  of  over 
10,000  gulls  at  the  Peace  Bridge  also  included  a  Snowy  Owl. 

A  valuable  report  was  of  a  stopover  by  a  Sandhill  Crane  in  Carlton  Township,  lingering  for  five  days,  to 
provide  seekers  a  chance  to  find  the  bird.  Through  the  month,  the  Countryside  Gravel  Ponds  in  Dayton  Township 
continued  to  provide  interesting  reports,  ranging  from  Common  Loons,  Homed  Grebes  and  Oldsquaws  to  Black- 
bellied  Plovers. 

David  F.  Suggs 
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The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  April  1997  Bird  Count 

Date:  April  13,  1997  Compilers:  Gail  Seamans,  Gerry  Rising,  Terry  Yonker 

WEATHER:  On  the  morning  of  the  count  a  low  pressure  center  was  located  over  central  Lake  Ontario  trailing  a  cold  front 
south  westward  just  east  of  the  count  area.  The  front  and  low  passed  through  Buffalo  during  the  night  On  the  backside  of  the  low, 
heavy  clounds  prevailed  in  the  count  area  throughout  the  day.  The  morning  started  out  with  fog  and  drizzle  to  the  south  of  Buffalo  and 
drizzle  and  light  rain  to  the  north.  Radar  indicated  that  light  precipitation  occurred  throughout  the  count  area  most  of  the  day.  Sleet 
developed  late  afternoon  north  of  Buffalo.  The  sleet  and  a  wind  shift  from  the  west  southwest  to  west  northv  ?  signaled  passage  of 
another  trough  of  low  pressure  through  Buffalo  at  6:00  p.m. 

Niagara  Falls  International  Airport  Weather  Observations 


Sunrise  6:37  am 

Sunset  7:55  pm 

Time 

Conditions 

Temp 

Dew  Point 

Humidity 

Pressure 

Wind 

Remarks 

6  am 

Fog/Drizzle 

36 

36 

100% 

29.58 

SW  8 

9  am 

Drizzle 

37 

37 

100% 

29.61 

WSW  17 

Gusts  to  25  mph 

12  pm 

Light  Rain 

37 

36 

96% 

29.65 

WSW  17 

3  pm 

Light  Rain 

37 

36 

96% 

29.67 

WSW  13 

6  pm 

Sleet 

36 

34 

92% 

29.74 

WNW  12 

Trough  moves  through 

Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  seen  on  the  count  followed  by  the  total  number  observed.  Where  a 
species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  appear  in  parentheses.  Boldface  names 
indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verifications  were  received.  F  and  L  represent  first  and  last 
dates  for  the  spring  migration;  *  represents  first  record  for  the  year;  pdba  represents  “previously 
documented  breeding  area.” 


Loons 

-  Ducks 

Red-throated  Loon 

36 

13 

Gadwall 

50 

Common  Loon 

194 

American  Wigeon 

365 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

102 

Canvas back 

123 

Homed  Grebe 

190 

Redhead 

31 

Red-neckedGrebe 

10 

13,5 

Ring-necked  Duck 

986 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

323 

Greater  Scaup 

506 

Great  Blue  Heron 

201 

Lesser  Scaup 

995 

Great  Egret 

* 

3 

3,18,20 

scaup  species 

80 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

162 

2,11 

Qdsquaw 

2157 

Tundra  Swan 

25 

Surf  Scoter 

1 

Snow  Goose 

1 

20 

White-winged  Scoter 

363 

Canada  Goose 

12290 

scoter  species 

7 

Wood  Duck 

402 

Common  Goldeneye 

425 

Green- wingedTeal 

72 

Bufflehead 

2654 

.American  Black  Duck 

34 

Hooded  Merganser 

157 

Mallard 

1173 

Common  Merganser 

364 

Northern  Pintail 

13 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

13230 

Blue-wingedTeal 

84 

Ruddy  Duck 

101 

Northern  Shoveler 

101 
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Raptors  -  Rails 


Turkey  Vulture 

177 

American  Kestrel 

116 

Osprey 

24 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

18 

Bald  Eagle 

5 

10,24,27 

Ruffed  Grouse 

38 

Northern  Harrier 

49 

Wild  Turkey 

120 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

13 

Virginia  Rail 

2 

3,11 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

8 

Sora 

*F 

1 

2 

Red-shoul  dered  Hawk 

7 

Common  Moorhen 

*F 

1 

13 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

109 

American  Coot 

489 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

18 

Plovers 

-  Terns 

Killdeer 

328 

Ring-billed  Gull 

47993 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

12 

Herring  Gull 

3368 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

*F  3 

4,10,23 

Iceland  Gull 

3 

23,8 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

25 

23 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

115 

Common  Snipe 

56 

gull  species 

42 

American  Woodcock 

34 

Caspian  Tem 

*  F 

14 

Little  Gull 

15 

Common  Tem 

*  F 

7 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

29157 

Doves  - 

Swallows 

Rock  Dove 

1169 

Downy  Woodpecker 

311 

Mourning  Dove 

1135 

Hairy  W  oodpecker 

64 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

4 

3,20 

Northern  Flicker 

346 

Great  Homed  Owl 

16 

PileatedWoodpecker 

11 

Barred  Owl 

3 

19,20 

Eastern  Phoebe 

137 

Short -eared  Owl 

1 

3 

Homed  Lark 

66 

Belted  Kingfisher 

120 

Purple  Martin 

*  p 

2 

6,7 

Red-headedW  oodpecker 

3 

14,20 

Tree  Swallow 

1588 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

25 

Northern  Rough- winged  Swallow 

4 

11 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

48 

Bam  Swallow 

*F 

1 

23 

Jays  - 

Starlings 

Blue  Jay 

1039 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

246 

American  Crow 

2522 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

24 

Common  Raven 

11 

18,24,28 

Eastern  Bluebird 

88 

Black-cappedChickadee 

1209 

Hermit  Thrush 

15 

Tufted  Titmouse 

73 

American  Robin 

7643 

Red -breasted  Nuthatch 

51 

Mockingbird 

11 

1,23 

White -breasted  Nuthatch 

142 

Brown  Thrasher 

2 

20,28 

Brown  Creeper 

48 

American  Pipit 

*  F  4 

3,15,17 

Carolina  Wren 

2 

14,22 

Cedar  Wax  wing 

268 

Winter  Wren 

13 

European  Starling 

14296 
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Vireos  -  Finches 


Yel  low-rum  ped  Warbler 
Northern  Cardinal 
Eastern  Tow hee 
American  Tree  Sparrow 
Chipping  Sparrow 
Field  Sparrow 
Vesper  Sparrow 
Savannah  Sparrow 
Fox  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 
Swamp  Sparrow 
White -throated  Sparrow 


31 

489 

23 

177 

100 

28 

22 

72 

9 

1311 

65 

176 


White-crowned  Sparrow 
Dark-eyedJunco 
Red- winged  Blackbird 
Eastern  Meadowlark 
Rusty  Blackbird 
Common  Grackle 
B  rown-headedCowbird 
Purple  Finch 
House  Finch 
Red  Crossbill 
American  Goldfinch 
House  Sparrow 


7375 

1397 


2153 

9685 


12  18 
613 
1594 


169 

497 


172 

746 


14 


Summary  Information:  Total  Species  Observed  -  130 


Hybrids  -  0 

Total  Individual  Birds  Observed  -  180068 
Number  of  Observers  -  237 


Comparative  Information:  The  accompanying  chart  compares  this  year’s  records  with  those  for  1988-1997  and 
those  for  1979-1997. 

Observers:  Section  compilers  are  printed  in  boldface: 

Section  1:  Lynne  Landon,  Jim  Wojewodzki 

Section  2:  Jean  Black,  John  Black 

Section  3:  Willy  D’Anna,  Mike  Mortgante,  Betsy  Potter 

Section  4:  Robert  Brock 

Section  5:  Don  Brazure,  Bill  Burch,  Richard  Christensen,  Peggy  Christensen,  Ed  Fuchs,  Morgan  Jones,  Bob  Lipp, 
Sue  O’Donnell,  Tom  O’Donnell,  Marion  Smith,  Bill  Townsend 

Section  6:  Robert  Andrle,  Jerry  Chappie,  Nina  Chappie,  Jim  Gregory,  Joe  Thill,  John  Thill 

Section  7:  Bobbie  Byron,  Dick  Byron,  Brad  Clements,  Blayne  Faman,  Jean  Farnan 

Section  8:  Mike  Zebehazy 

Section  9:  (not  covered) 

Section  10:  Mary  Canfield,  Dick  Collins 

Section  1 1:  Michael  Davis,  Jr.,  Thomas  Greg,  Gerry  Rising. 

Section  12:  Alan  Baczkiewicz,  Ann  Bauer,  Marion  Bee,  Donna  Wieand 

Section  13:  Douglas  Beattie,  Barbara  Brodowski,  Elaine  Dart,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  Cath  Mueller,  Marjorie  Pixley, 
Gayle  Seaman,  Joyce  Siegel,  Don  Thurau 
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Section  14:  Robert  Andrle,  Ernie  Baker,  Phyllis  Hanson,  Doug  Happ,  Adelade  Hunley,  Erma  Kern,  Glenna  Leous, 
Mark  Leous,  Tim  McAllister,  Evelyn  Mauser,  Millie  Millbauer,  Sandy  Radigan,  Audrey  Segebarth,  Jack 
Segebarth,  Barbara  Walker,  Margaret  Wooley 

Section  15:  Bill  Bogacki,  Debbie  Brown,  Ed  Ratajczak 

Section  16:  Tom  Cannare,  Marion  Dornhaffer,  Audrey  Horbett,  Fran  Rew 

Section  17:  Tom  Koopman,  Bert  Schweigert 

Section  18:  Bruce  Chilton,  Peter  Yoerg 

Section  19:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Ron  Andrews,  Barbara  Cronk,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Emmons,  Alice  Evans, 
Lyle  Hotchkiss,  Roxanne  Lates,  Dora  Lilly,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roger  Nicholson,  John  Raybuck,  Vesta  Rice,  Elaine 
Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emmett  Smith,  Evelyn  Steadman,  Oliver  Williams,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay  Wilson,  Larry  Wilson, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Wilson 

Section  20:  David  Chase,  Gian  Dodici,  Paul  Farver,  Joanne  Goetz,  Joe  Gula,  Dale  Higgs,  Terry  Mahoney,  Richard 
Miga,  Terry  Mosher,  David  Neveau,  Lucille  Neveau,  Marilyn  O’Connell,  Tom  O’Connell,  Robert  Peterson, 
Beverly  Ruska,  John  Ruska,  Marty  Sanden,  Audrey  Schaffer,  Jeanine  Smith,  Doris  Welch,  Tom  Welch 

i 

Section  21:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  John  Cheney,  Audry  Clauson,  Don  Cordose,  Ranjit  Laha,  Jessie  Nelson, 
Jean  Pigman,  Carol  Roby,  Bob  Sundell 

Section  22:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Shawn  Allen,  Dan  Cordosi,  Ranjit  Laha,  Linda  O’Brien,  Bob  Sundell 

Section  23:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Virginia  Anderson,  Dan  Cordosi,  Julie  Heilman,  Ranjit  Laha,  Steve  Maggio, 
Linda  O’Brien,  Jean  Pigman,  Tom  Simmons,  Bob  Sundell 

Section  24:  Tim  Baird,  Tom  LeBlanc,  Jane  Meisner 

Section  25:  Tim  Baird,  Cora  Moser,  Jacob  Moser 

Section  26:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Doris  Burton,  Mary  Jordan,  Ann  Scott,  Morris  Scott,  Bruce  Smalley 

Section  27:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  John  Barnett,  (Doris  Burton),  Doris  Hurlburt,  Norman  Ives,  Claribel  James, 
Helen  Link,  Michael  Pitzrick,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Lillian  Simons,  Lee  Windus,  Shirley  Windus 

Section  28:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Mallery  Adams,  Mary  Adams,  Jenny  Allen,  Russ  Allen,  Shawn  Allen,  Dan 
Babcock,  Harold  Babcock,  Warren  Bouck,  Dan  Brink,  Betty  Brown,  Billie  Brown,  Les  Brown,  Debbie  Bucholz, 
Betty  Burdick,  Carl  Burdick,  Doris  Burton,  Dale  Coats,  Carla  Coch,  Diane  Converso,  Jim  Copenheaver,  Cynthia 
Culley,  Estella  Cronauer,  Fritz  Cronauer,  Paul  Culley,  Elsie  Cushing,  Larry  Deverell,  Phyllis  Dubreuil,  Ann 
Eisenhardt,  Jamie  Eisenhardt,  Peg  Eisenhardt,  Dorotha  Fanton,  Pete  Finlay,  Terry  Finlay,  Keegan  Fleming,  John 
Gradoni,  Matthew  Hotchkiss,  Sandra  Hotchkiss,  Elsie  Kent,  Barry  Lash,  Hanna  Lash,  Martha  Lash,  Rachel  Lash, 
Allister  Klingensmith,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Margaret  Klingensmith,  Mark  Klingensmith,  Cathy  MacDonald, 
Peter  MacDonald,  Marge  Mason,  Marion  McClure,  Lyle  Palmeter,  Thelma  Palmeter,  Beverly  Perry,  Jean  Phelan, 
Vivian  Pitzrick,  Michael  Pitzrick,  Evelyn  Ramsey,  Nicole  Ramsey,  Dan  Rase,  Ona  Reynolds,  Ernest  Rositzke, 

Lynn  Rositzke,  Nancy  Rouse,  Helen  Shear,  Norb  Shear,  Bruce  Taggart,  Wilma  Taggart,  Wilma  Taggart,  Evelyn 
Thomas,  Bea  Thompson,  Tim  Timbrook,  Linda  Travers,  Betty  Warek-Fowler,  Mary  Lu  Wells 
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April  Counts  Comparative  Data:  Current  Decade  and  1979-1997 


—  11  - 

Decade  1988-1997 

Rec 

19  Counts:  1979-1997 

Rec 

Species 

1997 

Mean 

Max 

Min 

/10 

Mean 

Max 

Min 

/19 

LOONS-DU 

C  K  S 

Red-throated  Loon 

36 

11 

54 

0 

4 

6 

54 

0 

7 

Common  Loon 

194 

81 

201 

15 

10 

53 

201 

7 

19 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

102 

82 

134 

7 

10 

69 

134 

7 

19 

Homed  Grebe 

190 

136 

275 

12 

10 

132 

386 

12 

19 

Red-necked  Grebe 

10 

39 

186 

0 

7 

24 

186 

0 

14 

Eared  Grebe 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

323 

173 

524 

2 

10 

93 

524 

0 

17 

American  Bittern 

2 

7 

0 

4 

1 

7 

0 

7 

Great  Blue  Heron 

201 

294 

466 

181 

10 

248 

466 

121 

19 

Great  Egret 

3 

3 

9 

0 

8 

2 

9 

0 

15 

Green  Heron 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

4 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

161 

91 

188 

10 

10 

53 

188 

0 

14 

Tundra  Swan 

25 

51 

127 

11 

10 

51 

139 

1 

19 

Mute  Swan 

2 

5 

0 

7 

1 

5 

0 

10 

Snow  Goose 

1 

11 

97 

0 

7 

9 

97 

0 

14 

Canada  Goose 

12290 

41061 

74979 

12290 

10 

41045 

74979 

12290 

19 

Greater  White-fronted  Goose 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Wood  Duck 

402 

369 

449 

262 

10 

279 

449 

113 

19 

Green-winged  Teal 

72 

193 

381 

68 

10 

129 

381 

27 

19 

American  Black  Duck 

34 1 

106 

259 

34 

10 

107 

259 

34 

19 

Mallard 

1173 

1702 

3077 

1173 

10 

1371 

3077 

768 

19 

Northern  Pintail 

13 

184 

607 

13 

10 

199 

607 

11 

19 

Blue-winged  Teal 

$4 

164 

375 

70 

10 

206 

411 

70 

19 

Northern  Shoveler 

101 

75 

166 

15 

10 

55 

166 

6 

19 

Gadwall 

50 

46 

105 

14 

10 

42 

105 

7 

19 

American  Wigeon 

365 

316 

580 

135 

10 

253 

580 

109 

19 

Eurasian  Wigeon 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

3 

Canvasback 

123 

151 

482 

8 

10 

242 

1253 

0 

18 

Redhead 

31 

21 

57 

0 

9 

40 

203 

0 

18 

Ring-necked  Duck 

986 

1019 

1922 

369 

10 

666 

1922 

64 

19 

Greater  Scaup 

506 

1838 

5986 

210 

10 

1342 

5986 

107 

19  . 

Lesser  Scaup 

995 

728 

1716 

284 

10 

931 

3020 

146 

19 

unspecified  scaup 

80 

158 

1001 

0 

120 

1001 

0 

King  Eider 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Oldsquaw 

2157 

1432 

3653 

242 

10 

1359 

3653 

188 

19 

Black  Scoter 

4 

31 

0 

4 

3 

31 

0 

8 

Surf  Scoter 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

4 

White-winged  Scoter 

363 

115 

397 

0 

9 

78 

397 

0 

18 

unspecified  scoters 

7 

1 

7 

0 

0 

7 

0 

Barrow's  Goldeneye 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

Common  Goldeneye 

425 

646 

2550 

66 

10 

675 

3068 

66 

19 

Bufflehead 

2654 

1353 

2654 

377 

10 

1125 

2654 

368 

19 

Hooded  Merganser 

157 

233 

618 

46 

10 

171 

618 

37 

19 

Common  Merganser 

364 

829 

3701 

217 

10 

1001 

3701 

168 

19 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

13230 

5679 

13230 

1622 

10 

7081 

24455 

1257 

19 

Ruddy  Duck 

101 

20 

101 

0 

9 

16 

101 

0 

17 

unspecified  ducks 

250 

2000 

0 

134 

2000 

0 

RAPTORS-R 

.AILS 

Turkey  Vulture 

177 

541 

2257 

71 

10 

410 

2257 

58 

19 

Osprey 

24 

19 

54 

6 

10 

14 

54 

2 

19 

Bald  Eagle 

5 

3 

7 

0 

9 

2 

7 

0 

15 

Northern  Harrier 

49 

86 

145 

39 

10 

62 

145 

23 

19 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

13 

54 

103 

13 

10 

51 

181 

9 

19 

Cooper's  Hawk 

8 

17 

33 

8 

10 

17 

33 

8 

19 

Northern  Goshawk 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

7 

5S 


No.  63,  Vol.  5 


April  Counts  Comparative  Data:  Current  Decade  and  1979-1997 


Decade  1988-1997 

Rec 

19  Counts:  1979-1997 

Rec 

Species 

1997 

Mean 

Max 

Min 

/10 

|  Mean 

Max 

Min 

/19 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

7 

35 

230 

6 

10 

26 

230 

6 

19 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

1 

5 

0 

5 

4 

42 

0 

12 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

109 

360 

715 

109 

10 

296 

715 

109 

19 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

18 

36 

65 

12 

10 

27 

65 

3 

19 

American  Kestrel 

116 

253 

403 

116 

10 

227 

403 

116 

19 

Merlin 

1 

2 

0 

5 

1 

2 

0 

7 

Peregrine  Falcon 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

unspecified  hawks 

11 

93 

0 

6 

93 

0 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

18 

37 

51 

0 

10 

39 

70 

18 

19 

Ruffed  Grouse 

38 

42 

60 

28 

10 

48 

92 

18 

19 

Wild  Turkey 

120 

179 

379 

94 

10 

130 

379 

12 

19 

Virginia  Rail 

2 

1 

2 

0 

3 

1 

4 

0 

5 

Sora 

1 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

5 

Common  Moorhen 

1 

~T 

4 

0 

5 

1 

4 

0 

8 

American  Coot 

489 

165 

489 

64 

10 

213 

825 

20 

19 

Sandhill  Crane 

1 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

PLOVERS-TERN 

0 

0 

0 

Black-bellied  Plover 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Lesser  Golden-Plover 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Semipalmated  Plover 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

2 

Killdeer 

328 

462 

581 

0 

10 

533 

1638 

318 

19 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

12 

20 

70 

3 

10 

18 

70 

1 

19 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

3 

8 

28 

0 

9 

9 

47 

0 

16 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

1 

2 

0 

4 

0 

3 

0 

6 

Upland  Sandpiper 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

4 

Least  Sandpiper 

0 

A 

0 

0 

0 

0 

n 

0 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

13 

0 

1 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

25 

57 

336 

0 

8 

113 

946 

0 

15 

Purple  Sandpiper 

2 

10 

0 

2 

1 

10 

0 

3 

Dunlin 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Common  Snipe 

56 

111 

261 

0 

10 

115 

261 

29 

19 

American  Woodcock 

34 

34 

43 

19 

10 

33 

54 

10 

19 

unspecified  shorebirds 

6 

60 

0 

3 

60 

0 

Little  Gull 

15 

10 

21 

0 

9 

5 

21 

0 

11 

Common  Black-headed  Gull 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Bonaparte’s  gull 

29157 

7646 

29157 

0 

10 

6258 

29157 

74 

19 

Ring-billed  Gull 

47993 

65036 

102398 

23732 

10 

49283 

102398 

4650 

19 

Herring  Gull 

3368 

4962 

8311 

1903 

10 

3759 

11464 

629 

19 

Iceland  Gull 

3 

1 

3 

0 

5 

1 

3 

0 

8 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

5 

0 

5 

1 

5 

0 

11 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

115 

159 

262 

0 

10 

103 

262 

8 

19 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

2 

unspecified  gulls 

42 

4 

42 

0 

167 

3066 

0 

Caspian  Tern 

14 

12 

42 

0 

8 

7 

42 

0 

12 

Common  Tern 

7 

4 

15 

0 

7 

21 

271 

0 

14 

Forster's  Tern 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

DOVES-SWALL 

3  W  S 

Rock  Dove 

1169 

1762 

2247 

0 

10 

1629 

2247 

1007 

19 

Mourning  Dove 

1135 

1463 

1734 

1135 

10 

1362 

2132 

732 

19 

Bam  Owl 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

4 

5 

8 

0 

10 

3 

8 

0 

17 

Great  Homed  Owl 

16 

20 

34 

11 

10 

21 

34 

11 

19 

Snowy  Owl 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Barred  Owl 

3 

4 

7 

0 

10 

3 

7 

0 

18 

Long-eared  Owl 

1 

2 

0 

7 

1 

4 

0 

14 

~59 
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April  Counts  Comparative  Data:  Current  Decade  and  1979-1997 


Decade  1988-1997  Rec 

19  Counts:  1979-1997 

Rec 

Species  i  1997 

Mean 

Max 

Min 

no 

Mean 

Max 

Min 

/1 9 

Short -eared  Owl 

1 

3 

9 

0 

9 

3 

11 

0 

13 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

1 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Whip-poor-will 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Belted  Kingfisher 

120 

85 

120 

0 

10 

98 

172 

37 

19 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

3 

2 

4 

0 

8 

4 

11 

0 

17 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

25 

27 

49 

10 

10 

26 

49 

10 

19 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

48 

25 

55 

1 

10 

25 

76 

1 

19 

Downy  Woodpecker 

311 

314 

419 

209 

10 

319 

419 

209 

19 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

64 

76 

115 

50 

10 

93 

205 

50 

19 

Northern  Flicker 

346 

280 

654 

56 

10 

356 

1229 

56 

19 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

11 

16 

26 

7 

10 

16 

26 

2 

19 

Eastern  Phoebe 

137 

164 

363 

51 

10 

145 

363 

51 

19 

Horned  Lark 

66 

110 

256 

38 

10 

133 

308 

38 

19 

Purple  Martin 

2 

23 

135 

0 

8 

27 

160 

0 

15 

Tree  Swallow 

1588 

.  1682 

6575 

245 

10 

1412 

6575 

32 

19 

N  Rough-winged  Swallow 

4 

6 

27 

0 

5 

6 

34 

0 

11 

Bank  Swallow 

2 

18 

0 

2 

5 

50 

0 

7 

Cliff  Swallow 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

9 

0 

3 

Bam  Swallow 

1 

27 

132 

0 

9 

29 

204 

0 

18 

JAYS-STARLIN 

G  S 

Blue  Jay 

1039 

891 

1561 

0 

10 

859 

1561 

505 

19 

American  Crow 

2522 

3279 

5168 

2522 

10 

2775 

5168 

1952 

19 

Common  Raven 

11 

5 

13 

0 

8 

3 

13 

0 

8 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

1209 

1390 

1785 

1193 

10 

1351 

1785 

931 

19 

Tufted  Titmouse 

73 

60 

103 

27 

10 

42 

103 

3 

19 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

51 

43 

78 

24 

10 

35 

78 

15 

19 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

142 

217 

309 

142 

10 

216 

313 

142 

19 

Brown  Creeper 

48 

82 

166 

26 

10 

78 

166 

23 

19 

Carolina  Wren 

2 

10 

21 

2 

10 

6 

21 

0 

16 

Winter  Wren 

13 

13 

23 

2 

10 

11 

23 

2 

19 

Marsh  Wren 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

246 

445 

1805 

0 

10 

345 

1805 

15 

19 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

24 

19 

71 

0 

8 

25 

167 

0 

16 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

3 

Eastern  Bluebird 

88 

88 

127 

0 

10 

78 

127 

18 

19 

Veery 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Hermit  Thrush 

15 

7 

15 

0 

10 

9 

28 

0 

18 

American  Robin 

7643 

8803 

11771 

6616 

10 

9033 

13135 

6026 

19 

Gray  Catbird 

2 

4 

0 

6 

3 

13 

0 

15 

Northern  Mockingbird 

11 

10 

15 

0 

10 

8 

15 

2 

19 

Brown  Thrasher 

2 

2 

4 

0 

6 

3 

14 

0 

14 

American  Pipit 

4 

155 

571 

2 

10 

162 

571 

0 

17 

Cedar  Waxwing 

268 

303 

688 

51 

10 

339 

1339 

35 

19 

Northern  Shrike 

1 

3 

0 

5 

1 

4 

0 

7 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

4 

0 

6 

European  Starling 

14296 

16726 

23694 

0 

10 

15037 

23694 

9481 

19 

VI  REOS  —  HO 

USE  SPARROWS 

Solitary  Vireo 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

31 

13 

35 

0 

10 

13 

41 

1 

19 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

Pine  Warbler 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Palm  Warbler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Louisana  Waterthrush 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

3 

Scarlet  Tanager 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

Northern  Cardinal 

489 

633 

949 

0 

10 

602 

949 

395 

19 

60 
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April  Counts  Comparative  Data:  Current  Decade  and  1979-1997 


Decade  1988-1997 

Rec 

|  19  Counts:  1979-1997 

Rec 

Species 

1997 

Mean  Max  Min 

/10 

Mean 

Max 

Min 

/ 1 9 

Eastern  Towhee 

23 

12 1  31 

0 

9 

16 

52 

0 

18 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

177 

331 

722 

84 

10 

320 

907 

84 

19 

Chipping  Sparrow 

100 

59 

129 

18 

10 

55 

136 

10 

19 

Field  Sparrow 

28 

28 

87 

3 

10 

|  44 

110 

3 

19 

Vesper  Sparrow 

22 

10 

22 

1 

10 

28 

226 

1 

19 

Savannah  Sparrow 

72 

49 

133 

5 

10 

62 

189 

5 

19 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Fox  Sparrow 

9 

23 

46 

0 

10 

30 

165 

5 

19 

Song  Sparrow 

1311 

1918 

2770 

1311 

10 

2115 

3232 

1311 

19 

Swamp  Sparrow 

65 

46 

129 

11 

10 

48 

152 

10 

19 

White-throated  Sparrow 

176 

68 

176 

32 

10 

99 

265 

32 

19 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

14 

9 

19 

4 

10 

10 

27 

4 

19 

Dark -eyed  Junco 

2153 

1946 

2833 

0 

10 

2266 

6286 

988 

19 

Lapland  Long  spur 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

20 

0 

2 

Snow  Bunting 

50 

500 

0 

2 

26 

500 

0 

2 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

9685 

11907 

23039 

0 

10 

12198 

23039 

7654 

19 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

169 

182 

274 

115 

10 

238 

371 

115 

19 

Rusty  Blackbird 

497 

300 

770 

81 

10 

269 

770 

81 

19 

Brewer's  Blackbird 

1 

9 

0 

2 

1 

9 

0 

3 

Common  Grackle 

7375 

8019 

13779 

5032 

10 

10134 

16197 

5032 

19 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

1397 

1772 

2669 

1184 

10 

1784 

2669 

1184 

19 

Pine  Grosbeak 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

8 

0 

4 

Purple  Finch 

172 

189 

265 

0 

10 

198 

354 

77 

19 

House  Finch 

746 

1836 

3454 

746 

10 

1297 

3454 

77 

19 

Red  Crossbill 

12 

4 

12 

0 

5 

3 

12 

0 

8 

White-winged  Crossbill 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Common  Redpoll 

62 

51 1 

0 

4 

61 

5 1 1 

0 

9 

Pine  Siskin 

474 

3157 

0 

8 

266 

3157 

0 

14 

American  Goldfinch 

613 

793 

1530 

0 

10 

904 

1633 

343 

19 

Evening  Grosbeak 

583 

1774 

0 

8 

872 

3277 

0 

17 

House  Sparrow 

1594 

1999 

2422 

0 

10 

2452 

3738 

1511 

19 

Total  Species 

130 

"l34 

"TiT 

””724 

1  132 

"Til" 

"Tl9 

Total  Individuals 

180068 

212010 

260931 

123316 

193973 

260931 

123316 

Number  of  Observers 

237 

255 

276 

232 

184 

276 

Family  Groupings 

Loons  and  Grebes 

532 

350 

792 

50 

285 

792 

48 

Herons 

365 

390 

519 

227 

304 

519 

129 

Swans,  Geese  and  Ducks 

36790 

58756 

89165 

35621 

58730 

102774 

28549 

Dabblers 

14610 

44279 

77053 

14610 

43746 

77053 

14610 

Divers 

22180 

14226 

22180 

8920 

14851 

32118 

4953 

Diurnal  Raptors 

526 

1418 

3835 

526 

1145 

3835 

524 

Game  and  Marsh  Birds 

669 

425 

670 

287 

431 

1122 

147 

Shorebirds 

458 

701 

994 

458 

827 

1909 

458 

Gulls  and  Terns 

80714 

77834 

117264 

30672 

59606 

117264 

13948 

Owls 

1159 

147 

1159 

25 

32 

44 

23 

Woodpeckers 

917 

751 

1290 

392 

839 

1798 

392 

Swallows 

1660 

1746 

6877 

246 

1480 

6877 

36 

Tits 

1819 

2280 

3442 

1811 

2108 

3442 

1433 

Thrushes 

103 

8134 

11885 

103 

9120 

13158 

6096 

Mimic  Thrushes 

7654 

777 

7654 

5 

14 

31 

5 

Warblers 

31 

13 

39 

1 

14 

43 

1 

Sparrows  and  Allies 

4639 

5181 

5908 

4117 

5724 

11558 

4117 

Icterids 

17726 

22041 

33828 

14248 

24623 

36401 

14248 

Finches 

2940 

4080 

7961 

2327 

3600 

7961 

1543 

Non-Passerines 

123622 

144131 

186524 

73971 

125383 

186524 

73971 

Passerines 

56446 

67878 

884$ 

49345 

68589 

88413 

49345 
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1997  March  and  April  Breeding  Notes 

The  months  of  March  and  Apnl  produced  many  interesting  observations  and  breeding  records,  including  new 
early  state  egg  on  nest  records  for  Bald  Eagle,  as  well  as,  possible  new  early  state  egg  dates  for  Osprey,  Great 
Egret,  and  Great  Blue  Heron.  Record  early  nestling  Great  Blue  Herons  were  observed  Apnl  24,  1997. 

On  Apnl  2,  I  was  surprised  to  find  seven  Ospreys  at  the  Allegany  Reserv  oir  only  one  day  after  the  early  date 
of  Apnl  1  in  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Verification  Date  Guide .  Two  Ospreys  were  on  a  substantial  nest 
at  the  near  nesting  platform  north  of  Rout  17.  Two  other  Ospreys  were  on  the  South  Onoville  nest  along  West 
Penmeter  Road.  A  third  pair  of  Osprey  were  on  the  nest  on  top  of  a  telephone  pole  on  East  Perimeter  Road,  while 
the  seventh  was  flying  over  the  reservoir  between  the  last  two  locations. 

Observing  three  pairs  of  Osprey  on  three  different  nest  so  early  in  the  spring  prompted  a  return  visit  to 
Allegany  Reservoir  on  April  26,  one  day  before  the  earliest  New  York  State  egg  date  of  April  27  (Meade  1988). 

On  Apnl  26  from  3:44  to  3:52  PM,  an  Osprey  was  sitting  with  its  head  erect  on  the  nest  on  top  of  a  telephone 
pole  on  East  Perimeter  Road.  It  was  not  low  on  the  nest  and  stood  up  for  less  than  a  minute  during  the  study 
period  and  may  or  may  not  have  been  incubating.  A  second  Osprey  was  eating  a  fish  in  a  nearby  tree,  while  a 
third  Osprey  was  soaring  overhead. 

At  the  near  nesting  platform  north  of  Rout  17,  between  3:58  and  4: 10,  an  Osprey  was  low  on  the  nest  in  what 
appeared  to  be  an  incubating  position.  There  was  a  total  of  five  Ospreys  at  this  location.  The  incubating  Osprey's 
mate  was  either  at  the  nest  or  on  a  nearby  nesting  platform  eating  a  fish,  while  two  more  Osprey  were  standing  at 
the  far  nest,  and  a  fifth  Osprey  was  soaring  overhead.  When  the  close  nest  was  studied  again  between  4:45  and 
5:00  PM,  the  Osprey  was  again  low  on  the  nest  in  an  apparent  incubating  position  for  the  entire  study  period. 

Between  4:24  and  4:36  PM,  the  Osprey  on  the  South  Onoville  nest  along  West  Perimeter  Road  was  also  low 
on  the  nest  the  entire  study  period  and  apparently  incubating  eggs.  A  second  Osprey  was  soaring  overhead.  An 
impressive  total  of  ten  Osprey  were  seen  at  these  three  locations  along  the  Allegany  Reservoir  on  April  26,  and  at 
least  two  were  believed  to  be  incubating  eggs.  This  would  represent  a  new  early  egg  date  record  for  New  York 
State  by  one  day. 

On  March  13  just  before  2:00  PM,  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  see  a  solitary  egg  on  the  nest  at  Iroquois  National 
Wildlife  Refuge,  when  the  two  Bald  Eagles  changed  incubation  responsibilities.  According  to  Refuge  worker 
Dorothy  Gerhart,  the  egg  was  first  seen  on  March  13  when  the  camera  was  turned  on  at  9:00  AM! 

Both  The  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  New  York  State  and  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  give  Apnl  16 
as  the  earliest  date  that  Bald  Eagles  have  eggs  on  a  nest.  The  record  in  the  second  source  is  as  follows:  "...a  nest 
on  Navy  Island,  Ontano,  which  we  believe  contained  eggs  on  March  16  when  an  adult  sat  closely  and  apparently 
turned  the  eggs"  (Beardslee  and  Mitchell  1965).  Obviously  this  was  not  a  direct  observation  of  the  egg  and  the 
nest  was  not  located  in  New  York  State.  Hopefully  this  record  is  not  the  source  of  the  record  of  the  same  date  that 
appears  in  The  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  New  York  State  . 

The  second  Bald  Eagle  egg  was  laid  March  16,  and  the  eggs  hatched  on  Apnl  19  and  20.  On  Apnl  22  one  of 
the  nestling  was  probably  smothered.  A  study  of  the  video  tape  has  led  volunteer  Doug  Domedion  to  believe  that 
the  male  pulled  a  large  Bullhead  with  nesting  material  attached  to  it  across  the  bowl  of  the  nest,  covering  the  two 
nestlings,  one  of  which  was  never  seen  again! 

There  was  evidence  of  both  new  state  early  egg  and  nestling  records  for  Great  Blue  Herons  on  Motor 
Island  in  March  and  April.  A  Great  Blue  Heron  was  first  seen  in  incubating  position  on  March  5,  and  the  two 
nestling  Great  Blue  Herons  were  first  observed  on  the  same  nest  April  24,  1997.  The  previous  New  York  State 
early  records  for  Great  Blue  Heron  eggs  and  nestlings  were  March  15  and  May  13  (Watson  1994)! 

On  March  5,  the  Great  Blue  Heron  was  in  incubating  position  from  12: 15  to  12:36  PM.  At  12:36  it  stood  up 
for  abut  ten  seconds,  but  then  sat  down  into  an  incubating  position  again.  It  was  observed  in  incubating  position 
in  all  subsequent  periods  of  March  19  (9:50-10: 10  AM  and  1:22-1:33  PM),  March  28  (6:20-6:30  PM)  and  April  5 
(11:08-11:27  AM). 

On  Apnl  24,  at  least  two  Great  Blue  Heron  nestlings  could  be  seen  with  a  Bushnell  Space  Master  telescope 
(45x),  and  on  April  29  they  could  be  seen  with  10x40  Zeiss  binoculars  at  a  distance  of  2000  feet.  At  9:46  on  May 
2  all  four  nestling  could  be  seen  when  an  adult  landed  on  the  nest  and  regurgitated  food  on  the  nest. 

Since  the  young  were  first  seen  49  days  after  the  first  incubation  date  and  Great  Blue  Herons  are  reported  to 
incubate  eggs  for  25-29  days,  there  should  be  some  concern  as  to  the  discrepancy  between  the  observed  and 
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established  incubation  periods.  Although  the  nestlings  were  large  enough  to  be  seen  at  a  distance  of  2000  feet, 
they  were  probably  not  20  days  old.  If  the  heron  was  incubating  on  March  5,  incubation  must  have  been 
discontinuous. 

On  April  24  (8:50-9:25  AM),  Apnl  29  (8:37-9:12  AM),  Apnl  30  (8:17-8:40  PM),  May  2  (9:23-10:00  AM), 
May  4  (8:30-8:50  PM),  May  6  (8:48-9:00  AM),  May  8  (7:03-7:15  AM),  and  May  10  (8:25-8:55  PM)  a  Great 
Egret  was  observed  in  incubating  position  on  Motor  Island.  This  is  extraordinary,  as  the  egg  dates  for  Great 
Egrets  in  New  York  State  are  May  23  to  June  4. 

On  Apnl  29,  265  Double-crested  Cormorants  occupied  Strawberry  Island.  A  hundred  and  two 

cormorants  were  in  two  trees,  and  several  were  pulling  on  twigs  in  the  trees  and  even  carrying  twigs.  No  nests 
were  found.  Twenty  to  fifty  cormorants  have  been  routinely  roosting  in  a  tree  in  the  heron-egret  rookery  on 
Motor  Island. 

Where  are  all  these  cormorants  coming  from?  For  the  first  time  since  1992  there  are  no  Double-crested 
Cormorants  attempting  to  nest  on  the  water  diversion  weir  at  Buckhom  Island  State  Park.  When  the  Buckhorn 
Cormorant  Colony  was  studied  on  May  2,  instead  of  any  cormorants,  a  Great  Horned  Owl  was  found  on  the 

16^  cormorant  nest  from  the  left!  On  May  8,  both  the  adult  Great  Homed  Owl  and  a  downy  nestling  Great 
Homed  Owl  were  found  on  the  same  nest.  Could  this  owl  nestling  exceed  the  June  12  late  nestling  record? 

I  hope  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  members  will  be  watchful,  and  see  if  these  early  egg  dates  produce 
early  nestlings  and  fledglings. 
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submitted  by 

William  W.  Watson 

FIELD  TRIPS 


July  20:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti. 

Leader:  Richard  Byron  (66-4783).  Note:  we  will  skip  the  Canadian-side  meeting  spot  unless 
someone  requests  it. 

Aug.  24:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti. 

Leader:  Richard  Byron  (66-4783).  Note  the  meeting  time. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Top  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 
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May  was  the  coldest  month  for  the  period  in  30  years  and  the  second  coldest  in  54  years  of  record  keeping 
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seasonally  warm  weather  of  the  last  two  days  of  that  month  ended  abruptly  during  the  early  morning  hours  of 
May  1st  when  the  high  temperature  for  that  day,  71°  (F)  fell  rapidly  as  a  deep  low  pressure  system  across  the 
lower  Great  Lakes  brought  a  strong  westerly  flow  of  cold  air  to  the  region.  It  was  the  first  of  a  series  of  cold 
fronts  to  bedevil  us  in  May  with  a  record  consecutive  number  of  below  average  temperature  readings  and  almost 
daily  precipitation  in  the  form  of  rain  until  month’s  end.  In  addition  to  below  average  temperatures,  it  was  a 
month  of  meteorological  negatives  including  the  lowest  “high  thermometer  reading”(74°F  reached  on  the  28th) 
for  May  on  record!  The  average  temperature  reading  for  the  period  at  Buffalo,  50.6°(F),  was  six  degrees  below 
average;  total  precipitation  in  the  form  of  rain  measured  3.61  inches,  0.47  inches  above  normal  while  the  total 
amount  of  possible  sunshine,  48%,  was  9%  below  normal  for  the  period.  On  the  28th,  a  deep  low  pressure 
system  from  the  Mississippi  Valley  brought  moist  warmer  gulf  air  and  temperatures  at  the  Greater  Buffalo 
International  Airport  reached  the  seventy  degree  mark  for  only  the  second  time  since  May  last!  (meteorological 
data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.  ) 

The  cold,  wet  weather  in  the  northeast  predictably  had  a  negative  effect  on  the  spring  passage  of  neotropical 
passerines.  For  the  most  part,  those  species  whose  energy  requirements  are  largely  dependent  upon  provender 
such  as  insects,  other  invertebrates  and  early  blooming  frugivorious  plants,  had  late  arrival  dates  as  a  comparison 
of  this  month’s  Noteworthy  records  and  the  society's  current  (1991)  Verification  Date  Guide  will  attest.  Among 
those  early  parulid  species  which  generally  peak  through  the  last  week  of  April  and  the  first  few  days  of  May, 
the  first  Nashville  Warbler  was  not  reported  until  May  2nd,  seven  days  later  than  average;  the  first  Yellow 
Warbler  on  May  1st,  eight  days  later  than  average;  the  first  Black-throated  Green  Warbler  on  May  2nd,  ten  days 
later  than  average  and  the  first  Black-and-white  Warbler  on  May  1st,  ten  days  later  than  average.  Among  the 
catharid  thrushes,  Swainson's  Thrush  was  not  reported  until  May  11th,  11  days  later  than  average!  By  this 
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writer's  count,  33  species  of  warblers,  to  more  or  less  degree,  had  late  arrival  dates  in  our  study  area  this  spring. 
The  first  significant  drop-down  of  migrants  in  the  Buffalo  area  occurred  during  a  prolonged  period  of 
intermittent  rain  between  May  8th  and  10th.  On  the  11th,  17  species  of  warblers  were  reported  at  Forest  Lawn 
Cemetery  in  Buffalo  on  the  12th,  18  species  of  warbler  were  reported  at  the  Williamsville  Glen  in  the  Town  of 
Amherst  and  18  species  at  the  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  in  Buffalo.  These  sites  and  Goat  Island  in  the  Niagara 
Reservation  State  Park  in  Niagara  Falls  were  “birder's  hot  spots”  in  May.  Dietary  requirements  of  the  migrants 
during  this  unseasonable  weather  resulted  in  many  reports  from  all  sections  of  such  unlikely  species  as 
Baltimore  Orioles  and  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  contesting  with  more  traditional  visitors  for  food  at  backyard 
feeders. 

But  weather  conditions  notwithstanding,  this  month  will  long  be  remembered  as  an  exciting  time  to  be  afield. 
Strawberry  Island  in  the  upper  Niagara  River  in  the  Town  of  Tonawanda  was  the  scene  of  a  sighting  of  an 
American  White  Pelican.  The  pelican,  formerly  a  rare  vagrant  in  our  region,  was  seen  by  Anita  Wierzba  while 
scanning  a  colony  of  Ring-billed  Gulls  on  the  east  shore  of  that  island  on  May  23rd.  It  is  the  6th  verified  record 
for  the  region  since  1988.  Its  size,  unique  plumage  and  physiognomy  make  identification  unmistakable.  Frances 
Rew  ended  her  spring  raptor  watch  season  at  Lakeside  Cemetery  in  the  Town  of  Hamburg  on  a  high  note  with 
the  sighting  of  an  adult  Golden  Eagle  at  that  lookout  on  May  2nd. 

It  was  a  banner  month  for  migrant  shorebirds.  Ruddy  Marsh  on  the  Ditch  Road  in  the  Town  of  Royalton  in 
Niagara  County  section  of  the  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area  was  again  the  scene  of  a  very  rare  spring 
visitor,  an  adult  female  Red-necked  Phalarope  seen  by  Jim  Wojewodski  on  the  drained  mud  flats  there  on  May 
14th.  During  their  annual  'Birdathon'  on  the  18th,  Mike  Morgante  and  Willie  D'Anna  also  saw  an  adult  female  of 
this  species  in  colorful  breeding  plumage  at  the  City  of  Batavia  Waste  Water  Treatment  Facility  in  Genesee 
County  where  it  was  swimming  in  a  lagoon;  they  had  the  unusual  opportunity  to  compare  field  marks  of  this 
species  with  two  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  swimming  in  an  adjacent  lagoon.  Later  on  that  date,  Morgante  and 
D'Anna  found  another  rare  spring  visitor,  a  Stilt  Sandpiper  “in  alternate  plumage”  feeding  on  the  muddy  shore  of 
a  pond  on  Stillwater  Road  in  the  Town  of  Carlton  in  Orleans  County.  The  wintering  pair  of  Purple  Sandpipers 
in  the  rocks  of  the  upper  rapids  of  the  Niagara  River  at  Goat  Island  in  the  Niagara  Reservation  State  Park  was 
augmented  by  two  more  this  month  when  Susan  and  Tom  O'Donnell  found  four  birds  of  this  species  among  a 
flock  of  Dunlins  during  the  society’s  May  Bird  Count  on  May  18th.  Gordon  Bellerby  completed  his  annual 
spring  crespuscular  flypast  studies  at  the  confluence  of  the  Niagara  River  and  Lake  Ontario  at 
Niagara-on-the-Lake  with  a  record  high  count  of  30,000  Bonaparte's  Gulls  for  the  study  on  May  4th;  he  also 
tallied  18  Little  Gulls  among  15,000  bonies  at  the  flypast  on  the  15th.  Mike  Morgante  found  two  late  Iceland 
Gulls,  one  immature  and  one  near  adult  in  a  flock  of  Herring  Gulls  on  a  breakwall  at  the  mouth  of  Oak  Orchard 
Creek  on  Lake  Ontario  at  Point  Breeze  in  the  Town  of  Carlton  in  Orleans  County;  on  the  24th,  Morgante  found 
a  second  immature  Iceland  Gull  in  the  company  of  a  mixed  flock  of  immature  Herring  and  Greater  Black-back 
Gulls  in  the  Niagara  River  Gorge  at  Niagara  Falls.  Willie  D' Anna's  discovery  of  two  immature  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  in  the  company  of  Herring  and  Ring-billed  Gulls  at  a  lagoon  at  the  Wastewater  Treatment 
Plant  in  the  Town  of  Somerset  in  Niagara  County  on  May  1 1th  represents  the  first  May  record  for  this  species 
in  our  study  area.  In  addition  to  a  substantial  wintering  population,  this  gull  may  now  be  anticipated  on  the 
Niagara  Frontier  at  any  season. 

Our  'Bird  of  the  Month'  has  no  serious  challenger  for  this  coveted  title.  An  adult  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher 
was  found  on  May  18th  "flying  from  com  stalk  to  cornstalk"  in  a  field  on  a  farm  on  N.Y.  Route  20  in  Darien 
Center  in  Genesee  County  where  it  was  identified  by  Carrie  Laven,  the  resident,  on  that  date.  She  immediately 
recognized  it  as  an  exotic  extralimital  species  and,  being  familiar,  with  the  local  avrifauna,  identified  the  bird  as  a 
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Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  by  its  salmon-pink  sides,  light  gray  head  and  mantle  and  diagnostic  long  forked  black 
tail.  Her  identification  was  confirmed  by  BOS  members  Tom  Harper,  Gail  Seamans  and  Willie  D'Anna  who 
visited  the  farm  on  May  22nd  where  they  noted  the  bird's  "flycatcher  behavior"  of  perching  on  com  stalk  and 
flying  out  to  catch  insects  and  return.  It  is  only  the  second  verified  record  of  this  flycatcher  occurring  in  our 
study  area;  on  June  4th,  1988,  Lewis  Kibler  of  the  Town  of  Ellicott  in  Chautauqua  County  photographed  a  bird 
of  this  species  on  Horton  Road  in  that  township  and  submitted  a  photograph  of  it  to  the  BOS  statisticians. 

The  Worm-eating  Warbler  is  a  rare  but  virtually  annual  passage  migrant  in  Western  New  York  and  Southern 
Ontario  in  spring  and  this  month  one  was  seen  by  many  observers  on  May  3rd  in  a  guild  of  other  warblers  and 
kinglets  in  shrubbery  on  the  Mosquito  Junction  Boardwalk  at  Tifft  Nature  preserve  in  Buffalo.  On  the  following 
day  at  Goat  Island  in  the  Niagara  Reservation  State  Park  at  Niagara  Falls,  Bill  Watson  and  his  party  found  a 
second  bird  of  this,  species  foraging  through  the  underbrush  of  a  woodlot  in  the  company  of  a  flock  of 
White-throated  Sparrows.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  was  also  the  scene  of  visits  by  two  other  very  rare  spring 
passage  migrants,  an  adult  male  Kentucky  Warbler  was  found  by  Bruce  Chilton,  moving  through  heavy 
shrubbery  the  Old  Tifft  Road  on  May  23rd,  Mike  Morgante  and  Alan  Baczkiewicz  discovered  an  adult  male 
Connecticut  Warbler  on  the  preserve  on  May  31st.  It  was  observed  skulking  in  a  thicket  on  the  Rabbit  Run 
Trail,  feeding  on  the  ground  and  walking  in  the  deliberate  manner  which  is  almost  diagnostic  for  this  species 
when  foraging  in  this  habitat. 

Finally,  each  spring  since  1993,  an  adult  male  Lawrence's  Warbler,  the  very  rare  recessive  second  or  third 
generation  hybrid  of  a  Blue-wing-Golden-wing  Warbler  paring,  has  been  reported  Just  inside  the  western 
boundary  of  the  Allegany  State  Park  near  Crick's  Run  in  the  Town  of  Elko  in  Cattaraugus  County.  The  bird  (or 
birds,  as  there  is  no  direct  evidence  that  it  is  the  same  individual  discovered  by  Burt 

Schweigert  in  1993,)  acts  like  a  territorial  male  whose  vocalizations  appear  to  be  limited  to  the  "bcs-buz"  call 
notes  of  the  Blue-winged-Warbler.  During  the  annual  Allegheny  Pilgrimage  Weekend  in  the  park  on  May  30th, 
Tom  and  Rhett  Harper  found  this  warbler  in  the  approximate  vicinity  of  previous  sightings,  an  early  succession 
meadow  with  small  to  medium  size  trees  and  shrubbery  where  it  was  located  later  on  that  date  by  Bob  Brock 
and  Gerry  Rising.  All  of  the  observers  located  the  bird  by  its  song  which  Brock  induced  by  a  "spishing"  call.  He 
also  located  a  female  Blue-winged  Warbler  in  the  immediate  area  but,  once  again,  there  was  no  evidence  of 
nesting. 


Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  Y ork  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-throated  Loon 

11 

4 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Common  Loon 

11,26 

1,1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

44 

21 

1 

Rushford  Lake 

Watson 

44 

26 

8 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgan  te 

Red-necked  Grebe 

2L 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Amer.  White  Pelican 

24 

1 

Strawberry  Island 

Morgante  et  al 
D’Anna 

44 

25 

1 

Strawberry  Island 

D. -crested  Cormorant 

2,20 

484,418 

Strawberry  Island 

Watson 

44 

20 

15  on  nests 

Motor  Is.,  Niagara  R. 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

2,6,21 

5,9,14 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

44 

3,15 

1,1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante,  Chilton 

44 

4,18,25 

1,4,1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante,  Harper 

44 

26 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

8 

60 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson 

Tundra  Swan 

3 

0 

Attica  Reservoir 

Fox  et  al 

44 

17.19L 

8,1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Harper,  Watson 
D’Anna 

Mute  Swan 

3 

6 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

44 

5 

6 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

11 

6 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Seamans 

Canvasback 

11L 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

Redhead 

5,26 

2,2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson,  Morgante 

Greater  Scaup 

16 

20 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Lesser  Scaup 

11,26 

141,10 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

Oldsquaw 

26L 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

D’Anna 

Surf  Scoter 

11L 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Buffiehead 

11 

44 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

Common  Merganser 

17 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Ruddy  Duck 

8 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Andrleetal 

44 

161,26 

65,21 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Osprey 

10,17 

1,1 

Iroquois  N.W.R.  □ 

Morgante 

44 

12 

1 

Java  Twp. 

Wojewodski 

44 

21 

6(@4  nests) 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

44 

26 

2 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante 

Bald  Eagle 

5,17 

1,3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  Morgante 

44 

21 

1  young 

Allegheny  reservoir 

Watson 

Broad- winged  Hawk 

5 

136 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Rew  et  al 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

5L 

2 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Rew  et  al 

Golden  Eaele 

4 

1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Rew  et  al 

Merlin 

2 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

Peregrine  Falcon 

11,14 

1,1 

Buffalo 

Morgante 

44 

17 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

*  Black- bellied  Plover 

1 1F,16 

1,1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans,  Morgante 

44 

19 

10 

Batavia  Twp. 

Seamans 

*Semipalmated  Plover 

10F.17 

5,15 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Morgante,  Harper 
D’Anna 

*  Solitary  Sandpiper 

3F 

1 

Hartland  Twp. 

44 

3F 

1 

Beaver  Meadows  N.P. 

Fox  et  al 

44 

26 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

D’Anna 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

3 

0 

Hartland  Twp. 

44 

3 

0 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Upland  Sandpiper 

3 

3 

Hartland  T  wp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

*Whimbrel 

24F 

1 

Ridgeway,  Ont. 

Hamilton 

Ruddy  T  umstone 

19 

1 

Batavia  Twp. 

Seamans 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

24 

5 

Rock  PoinFP.P. 

D’Anna,  Byron(BOS) 

44 

24 

23 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Byron(BOS) 

44 

24 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Turisk 

*Sanderling 

26F 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgan  te 

*Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

16F 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgan  te 

44 

21 

10 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Wojewodski 

Least  Sandpiper 

3 

1 

Hartland  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

3 

3 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

3 

3 

Carlton  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

3 

11 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

D’Anna 

*White-r.  Sandpiper 

10F 

1 

Carlton  Twp. 

Morgan  te 

44 

16 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Morgante 

44 

26 

3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

10 

6 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Morgante 

44 

15 

1 

Bliss 

Barbers 

Purple  Sandpiper 

8^9 

2,5 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

44 

25 

1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

Dunlin 

4 

20 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Morgante 

44 

26 

45 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

*  Short- billed  Dowitcher 

10F 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Morgante 

44 

11 

4 

Smithville  WWTP,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

19 

19 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

19 

28 

Yates  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

21 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Wojewodski 

*Wilson’s  Phalarope 

5F 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

11 

3 

Smithville  WWTP,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

26 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante  et  ai 

*  Red-necked  Phalarope 

14F 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Wojewodski 

Little  Gull 

2 

35 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

6 

18 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

4,16 

3000,11200 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Ring-billed  Gull 

11,26 

1 ,3  on  nests 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

Iceland  Gull 

10 

2 

Point  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

Morgante 

44 

24L 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

11 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Glaucous  Gull 

10L 

1 

Point  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

Morgante 

Caspian  Tern 

1 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

*BlackTem 

3F,7 

9,14 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna,  Wojewodski 

44 

16 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Common  Nighthawk 

22 

1 

Depew 

Morgante 

44 

23 

1 

Lockport 

Rosen burg 

* Whip-poor-will  10F,14,19 

1,1,1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

44 

15 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Chimney  Swift 

1 

2 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

14 

1500 

Buffalo 

Hamilton 

44 

15 

500 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Watson 

*Ruby-t.  hummingbird 

9F 

1 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrles 

44 

11-31 

3  max. 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodski 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

2 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

3,5,11 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

many  observers 

44 

9-12 

4  max. 

Point  Gratiot 

Pitzrick,  Spencer 

“  13,14,17 

1 

Buffalo 

Muller 

44 

15,21 

1,1 

Goat  Island 

Potter,  Roberson 
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Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

21 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodski 

44 

31 

2 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrles 

*01ive-s.  Flycatcher 

15F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

McKale,  Johnson 

25 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Rising 

*  Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

17F 

1 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

*Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

15F 

9 

4m* 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

McKale,  Johnson 

44 

24 

1 

Chautauqua  Twp. 

Chilton,  Mosher  et  al 

44 

30,31 

u 

Allegany  S.P. 

Harper 

44 

31 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

44 

31 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Morgan  te 

*Alder  Flycatcher 

28F 

9 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

44 

29 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Willow  Flycatcher 

24 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante  et  al 

44 

24 

2 

Evangola  S.P. 

Tunsk 

*  Least  Flycatcher 

8F 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

D  &  D  Suggs 

44 

8F 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

*  Great  Cr.  Bycatcher 

3F 

9 

4m* 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

44 

7 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Wojewodski 

*  Eastern  Kingbird 

2F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

4 

4 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

*Scissor-t.  Rvcatcher 

21 

1 

Darien  Twp. 

Laben 

44 

22 

1 

Darien  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

22 

1 

Darien  Twp. 

Seamans 

44 

22 

1 

Danen  Twp. 

Harper,  Seamans 

Bank  Swallow 

15 

200 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Watson 

44 

16 

600 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

*  Cliff  Swallow 

4F 

5 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

10 

3 

Porter  T  wp. 

44 

15 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Watson 

44 

16 

50 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

44 

25 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Barn  Swallow 

16 

500 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Common  Raven  15,16,21,30 

1,2, 1,1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Red-b.  Nuthatch 

4 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

26L 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

31 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Morgante 

*Veery 

2F 

1 

Blasdell 

Tunsk 

44 

4 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

*Gray-cheecked  Thrush 

14F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

44 

14F,25 

U 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

27 

3 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

44 

31 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

*Swainson’s  Thrush 

1  IF 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Hamilton 

44 

12 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

*Wood  Thrush 

IF 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

44 

2 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

American  Robin 

21  1  fledged(early) 

Belfast  Twp. 

Watson 

Gray  Catbird 

3F 

4 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

3F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Brown  Thrasher 

31 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

American  Pipit 

11,16 

1,1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans,  Morgante 

44 

22L 

1 

Darien  Twp. 

Seamans 

*  White-eyed  Vi  reo 

5F,8 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg,  D&D  Suggs 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Solitary  Vireo 

1 

3 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

44 

25 

1 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Morgante 

*Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

9F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

44 

10 

1 

Tonawandalnd.  Res. 

Morgante 

*  Warbling  Vireo 

7F 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Wojewodski 

44 

8 

1 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

D&D  Suggs 

44 

8 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

25 

2 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

D’Anna,  Morgante 

44 

24 

1 

Chautauqua  Twp. 

Chilton,  Mosher  et  al 

*  Red-eyed  Vireo 

13F 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

16 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

*  Blue- winged  Warbler 

1  IF 

1 

Evangola  S.P. 

Turisk 

44 

12 

1 

Java  Twp. 

Wojewodski 

44 

12 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrles 

*Golden-wing.  Warbler 

12F 

1 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Yoerg 

44 

14 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton,  Davis 

44 

14,16 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Wojewodski 

* ’’Brewster’s  Warbler” 

19 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

♦’’Lawrence’s  Warbler” 

30 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Brock,  Potter 

44 

30 

2 

Alleghany  S.P. 

Harpers 

♦Tennessee  Warbler 

10F 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Pitzrick,  Spencer 

44 

14 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

31 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

44 

31 

1 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Morgante 

♦Orange-cr.  Warbler  4F,9, 11,14 

1, 1,1,1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Hamilton,  many  observers 

44 

16 

1 

Bond  Lake,  Lewiston 

D’Anna 

44 

17 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

44 

21 

1 

Caneadea  Twp. 

Watson 

♦Nashville  Warbler 

2F 

2 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Rising,  Yoerg 

44 

4 

1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

31 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

♦Northern  Parula 

4F 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

44 

10 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

44 

27 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

44 

28 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

♦Yellow  Warbler 

IF 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Hamilton 

44 

2 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Rising 

44 

2 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

2 

2 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

♦Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

2F.12 

1,6 

Williamsville  Glen 

Rising, Y  oerg,Morgante 

44 

12 

3 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

4 

12 

1 

Java  Twp. 

Wojewodski 

44 

31 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Morgante 

♦Magnolia  Warbler 

9F 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Pitzrick,  Spencer 

44 

10 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

44 

10 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

♦Cape  May  Warbler 

10F 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

12 

1 

Tonawanda  T  wp. 

Chilton 

♦Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

2F 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

44 

3,31 

2,2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

Yellow-rump.  Warbler 

4-8 

2 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

44 

20,27 

200,3 

Williamsville  glen 

D&D  Suggs,  Yoerg 

♦Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

2F 

5 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Rising,  Yoerg 
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Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

9 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Potter,  DiTommaso 

44 

31 

3 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Morgante 

44 

31 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgan  te 

^Blackburnian  Warbler 

9F 

1 

Charlotte  T  wp. 

Andrle,  Rew 

44 

9F 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Watson 

44 

31 

6 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Morgante 

Pine  Warbler 

2 

2 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Rising 

44 

4,11 

U 

Evangola  S.P. 

Turisk 

*Praine  Warbler 

15F 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

“  00 

,28,30 

3,2,1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Palm  Warbler 

10 

20 

Porter  &  Wilson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

12 

15 

Williamsville  Glen 

Morgante 

44 

25 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

44 

26L 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante 

44 

26L 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

*  Bay- breasted  Warbler 

14F 

1 

Lancaster  T  wp. 

Morgante 

44 

17 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

*Blackpoll  Warbler 

12F 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle 

44 

17 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna,  several  observers 

44 

31 

2 

Williamsville  Glen 

Morgante 

*  Cerulean  Warbler 

14F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Hess,  Henderson 

44 

15 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

44 

16 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Wojewodski 

44 

17,25 

2,2 

Williamsville  Glen 

Morgante,  Rising 

44 

19 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Hamilton 

*Black-and-wh.  Warbler  IF 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson,  Potter 

44 

2 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Rising 

*  American  Redstart 

3F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

*  Worm-eatine  Warbler 

3 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson  et  al 

44 

3 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante  et  al 

44 

9 

1 

Goat  Island 

Watson  et  al 

*Ovenbird 

2F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Davis 

44 

6 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter,  Roberson 

Northern  Waterthrush 

3,31 

4,1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

^Kentucky  Warbler 

23 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Chilton 

^Connecticut  Warbler 

31 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante  et  al 

*Mouring  Warbler 

4 

16F.19 

1,1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis,  Hamilton 

19 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

^Common  Y  ellowthroat 

3F 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante  et  al 

*  Hooded  Warbler  4F,9,11 

1,1,1 

Point  Gratiot 

Y  oerg,Watson,Pitzrick 

44 

11 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Morgante 

*  Wilson  Warbler 

12F 

1 

Stiglmeier  Park 

Hamilton 

44 

13 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter  ,P.  O  ’  Connel  1 

*  Canada  Warbler 

12F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

44 

13 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Wojewodski 

44 

31 

3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

*Yellow-br.  Chat 

24 

1 

Evangola  S.P. 

Turisk 

*ScarletTanager 

14F 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Wojewodski 

44 

17 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

44 

31 

1 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Morgante 

*Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

4F-31 

6 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

44 

6 

2 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

44 

12 

16 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodski 
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*Indigo  Bunting 

12F 

2 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodski 

64 

12F 

1 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrle 

Eastern  Towhee 

3 

5 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgan  te 

*  Grasshopper  Sparrow 

4F 

1 

Lockport 

Rosenburg 

*Henslow’s  Sparrow 

2F,4 

0 

Lockport 

Rosenburg 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

4,9,14 

1,3,7 

Tifft  N.P. 

Hamilton, Potter, Chilton 

44 

12 

4 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Morgan  te,  Y  oerg 

46 

26 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

66 

26 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

46 

31L 

3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

3 

120 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

44 

26 

1 

Buffalo 

Mueller 

4 

27L 

1 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Yoerg 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

IF 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

2 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

26L 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

64 

26L 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna 

*  Bobolink 

2F 

1 

Lockport 

Rosenburg 

64 

4 

2 

Newstead  Twp. 

Morgante 

66 

4 

6 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

Rusty  Blackbird 

24L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

*  Orchard  Oriole 

11,25 

1,1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Y  oerg  et  al 

64 

21 

1 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrle 

64 

24 

2 

Mohawk  Point,  Ont. 

D’Annaetal(BOS) 

^Baltimore  Oriole 

IF 

1 

Lockport 

Rosenburg 

64 

3 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

American  Goldfinch 

8 

71 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded  .  .  .  .(adjusted) .  176 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  (including  May  Bird  Count) . 73 

Total  for  year .  249 


Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  May  1997 

Hotline  calls  in  May  provided  two  opportunities  for  birders  to  find  a  Worm-eating  Warbler.  First  at  Tifft 
Nature  Preserve  on  May  3  and  again  May  9,  at  Goat  Island.  Late  in  the  month,  an  update  report  on  Dial-a-Bird 
hopefully  alerted  callers  to  a  Connecticut  Warbler  at  Tifft  on  the  28th,  3 1st  and  June  1 . 

An  occurrence  that  did  not  have  a  chance  to  make  it  to  the  Hotline  was  a  Scissor- tailed  Flycatcher.  Reported  to 
Dial-a-Bird  May  21,  the  very  rare  bird  was  on  private  property  in  Darien.  By  the  time  the  identification  was 
confirmed  the  next  day,  the  property  owner  was  less  than  accommodating  to  visitors.  As  some  consolation,  the 
flycatcher  was  not  seen  after  the  22nd. 

Birds  attracted  by  feeders  generated  many  Dial-a-Bird  reports.  Masses  of  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  the 
highlight  at  many  feeders  starting  May  12.  One  yard  in  Clarence  reported  25  grosbeaks,  plus  Baltimore  Orioles 
and  Scarlet  Tanagers  fighting  over  orange  slices  and  Yellow  Warblers  and  Blue-winged  Warblers  not  eating  at, 
but  just  perching  on  seed  feeders.  Black- throated  Blue  Warblers  were  also  reported  at  several  hummingbird  nectar 
feeders. 

David  F.  Suggs 
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The  6  1st  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  May  Bird  Count 

DATE  May  18,  1997  COMPILERS:  Mike  Davis,  Tom  O’Donnell,  Gerry  Rising,  Terry  Yonker 

WEATHER  During  the  week  prior  to  the  count,  one  in  a  string  of  several  very  strong  low  pressure  systems  moved  through 
the  Niagara  Frontier  and  was  positioned  over  the  Maritimes  on  count  day.  Cool  temperatures  and  strong  northwesterly  flows 
were  common  during  the  month  of  May  due  to  a  persistent  upper  air  trough  which  reinforced  the  presence  of  colder  than 
normal  .Arctic  air  in  the  Great  Lakes  region  during  the  week  before  the  count.  Another  smaller  low  was  located  over  Long 
Island,  linked  by  a  cold  front  to  a  rapidly  intensifying  low  pressure  center  in  central  Illinois.  The  Illinois  low  was  further 
linked  by  a  stationary  front  to  another  low  located  in  Montana.  An  upper  level  low  with  a  surface  reflection  in  Kansas  and 
Missouri  contributed  to  the  intensification  of  the  low  in  Illinois.  A  warm  front  developed  ahead  of  the  low  with  warm  air 
beginning  to  override  the  cold  as  the  entire  system  trudged  eastward  on  count  day  and  a  weak  high  pressure  system  over  Lake 
Huron  began  to  give  way.  The  morning  of  the  count  saw  frost  in  the  Southern  Tier.  Over  the  course  of  the  day  the  advancing 
warm  front  resulted  in  partly  cloudy  skies  leading  to  ever  lowering  cloud  ceilings  and  eventually  to  light  rain  later  in  the  day, 
much  of  that  rain  did  not  reach  the  ground  until  late  evening.  Several  tomatoes  were  recorded  in  Chicago  and  baseball-size  hail 
occurred  in  Ohio  during  the  afternoon. 

Niagara  Falls  International  Airport  Weather  Observations  May  18,  1997 
Sunrise  5:48  am  Sunset  8:34  pm 


Time 

Conditions 

Temp 

Dew  Point 

Humidity 

Pressure 

Wind 

Remarks 

12  am 

Partly  Cloudy 

39 

30 

70 

29.92 

WNW  7 

6  am 

Partly  Cloudy 

34 

30 

85 

29.93 

Calm 

9  am 

Partly  Cloudy 

45 

39 

79 

29.98 

S  7 

12  pm 

Cloudy 

54 

30 

40 

29.97 

S  8 

High  thin  ceiling  at  25,000’ 

3  pm 

Cloudy 

59 

28 

31 

29.91 

Calm 

Ceiling  lowering  to  11,000’ 

6  pm 

Scattered  Rain 

56 

31 

35 

29.86 

Calm 

12  pm 

Light  Rain 

50 

37 

61 

29.75 

E  9 

Ceiling  at  5,500’ 

COMPILATION:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  seen  on  the  count  followed  by  the  total  number  observed.  Where  a  species 
was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  appear  in  parentheses.  Boldface  names  indicate  species  for 
which  acceptable  written  verifications  were  received.  F  and  L  represent  first  and  last  dates  for  the  spring  migration;  * 
represents  first  record  for  the  year;  pdba  represents  “previously  documented  breeding  area.” 

Loons  -  Ducks 


Red- throated  Loon 

L 

2 

4 

Blue-winged  Teal 

62 

Common  Loon 

54 

Northern  Shoveler 

27 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

30 

Gadwall 

15 

5,10,13 

Homed  Grebe 

L 

2 

18 

Amen  can  Wigeon 

12 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

922 

Redhead 

8 

10,13 

.American  Bittern 

3 

10,11 

Ring-necked  Duck 

9 

Great  Blue  Heron 

320 

Greater  Scaup 

3 

11,13 

Great  Egret 

9 

Lesser  Scaup 

38 

10,13 

Green  Heron 

42 

Oldsquaw 

267 

3,4 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

68 

7,9 

White-winged  Scoter 

2 

4 

Tundra  Swan 

10 

Common  Goldeneye 

2 

6,20 

Mute  Swan 

7 

Bufflehead 

88 

Canada  Goose 

2917 

Hooded  Merganser 

36 

Wood  Duck 

234 

Common  Merganser 

52 

Green- winged  Teal 

3 

4,5,13 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

1040 

American  Black  Duck 

10 

5,13 

Ruddy  Duck 

33 

Mallard 

840 

Raptors 

-  Rails 

Turkey  Vulture 

274 

American  Kestrel 

56 

Osprey 

5 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

24 

Bald  Eagle 

4 

10,24,27 

Ruffed  Grouse 

29 

Northern  Harrier 

20 

Wild  Turkey 

101 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

15 

Virginia  Rail 

4 

1,23 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

9 

Sora 

8 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

13 

Common  Moorhen 

27 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

14 

American  Coot 

67 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

225 
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Plovers 


Black-bellied  Plover 

6 

7,17 

Semi  pal  mated  Plover 

57 

Kill  deer 

448 

Greater  Y ellowlegs 

L 

38 

Lesser  Y  ellowlegs 

185 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

61 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

170 

LIpland  Sandpiper 

2 

4,20 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

F 

10 

7,8 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

14 

13,18 

Least  Sandpiper 

296 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

4 

4 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

L 

1 

28 

Purple  Sandpiper 

4 

9 

Dunlin 

74 

Doves 

Rock  Dove 

1191 

Mourning  Dove 

1522 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

7 

7,20 

Great  Homed  Owl 

6 

10,13,14 

Barred  Owl 

8 

Short-eared  Owl 

3 

8 

Common  Nighthawk 

*F 

2 

13,26 

Chimney  Swift 

478 

Ruby -throated  Hummingbird 

290 

Belted  Kingfisher 

78 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

24 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

77 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

70 

Downy  Woodpecker 

316 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

72 

Northern  Flicker 

264 

Jays 

Blue  Jay 

1402 

American  Crow 

2297 

Common  Raven 

9 

28 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

1307 

Tufted  Titmouse 

114 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

30 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

256 

Brown  Creeper 

20 

Carolina  Wren 

6 

7,8,28 

House  Wren 

412 

Winter  Wren 

3 

20,24 

Marsh  Wren 

37 

10,11 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

18 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

46 

-  Terns 


Stilt  Sandpiper 

*  1 

5 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

3 

22 

Common  Snipe 

8 

American  Woodcock 

5 

17,20,28 

Wilson’s  Phalarope 

4 

13,22 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

1 

13 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

269 

Ring-billed  Gull 

26573 

Herring  Gull 

2134 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

117 

gull  species 

48 

Caspian  Tern 

121 

Common  Tern 

302 

Blade  Tern 

14 

10,13 

Swallows 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

30 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

20 

Willow  Flycatcher  *F 

3  7,16,26 

Least  Flycatcher 

123 

empidonax  spedes 

24 

Eastern  Phoebe 

301 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

40 

Eastern  Kingbird 

228 

Homed  Lark 

26 

Purple  Martin 

496 

Tree  Swallow 

2468 

No.  Rough-winged  Swallow 

464 

Bank  Swallow 

690 

Cliff  Swallow 

281 

Bam  Swallow 

2097 

Starlings 


Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

36 

Easton  Bluebird 

157 

Veerv 

98 

Gray -cheeked  Thrush 

2 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

28 

Hermit  Thrush 

12 

Wood  Thrush 

262 

American  Robin 

5534 

Gray  Catbird 

857 

Mockingbird 

19 

Brown  Thrasher 

62 

American  Pipit 

69 

Cedar  Waxwing 

229 

European  Starling 

6501 
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Vireos  -  Warblers 


White-eyed  Vireo 

1 

27 

Pine  Warbler 

6 

Solitary  Vireo 

39 

Prairie  Warbler 

4 

Yellow -throated  Vireo 

14 

Palm  Warbler 

61 

Warbling  Vireo 

104 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

25 

Philadelphia  Vireo  *F 

3 

14,20 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

1 

3 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

31 

Cerulean  W  arbler 

6 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

101 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

47 

“Lawrence’s  Warbler” 

1 

24 

American  Redstart 

228 

Golden-winged  Warbler 

1 

3 

Swainson’s  Warbler 

Tennessee  Warbler 

14 

Ovenbird 

159 

Orange-crowned  W  arbler 

1 

7 

Northern  W  aterthrush 

27 

Nashville  Warbler 

115 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

5 

Northern  Parula 

8 

w aterthrush  species 

1 

Yellow  Warbler 

2172 

Mourning  Warbler 

6 

Chestnut- sided  W  arbler 

200 

Common  Y ellowthroat 

480 

Magnolia  W  arbler 

129 

Hooded  Warbler 

46 

Cape  May  W arbler 

24 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

16 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

81 

Canada  Warbler 

10 

Y  ellow-rumped  W  arbler 

1114 

Yellow -breasted  Chat 

1 

23 

Blade-throated  Green  Warbler 

156 

warbler  species 

4 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

79 

Tanagers 

-  Finches 

Scarlet  Tanager 

50 

sparrow  spedes 

1 

Northern  Cardinal 

758 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

335 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

669 

Bobolink 

895 

Indigo  Bunting 

225 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

5463 

Eastern  Towhee 

155 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

187 

Chipping  Sparrow 

1006 

Rusty  Blackbird 

14 

2126 

Field  Sparrow 

172 

Common  Grackle 

3862 

Vesper  Sparrow 

22 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

855 

Savannah  Sparrow 

165 

Orchard  Oriole 

4 

13,7 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

3 

6,7,13 

Baltimore  Oriole 

908 

Fox  Sparrow 

1 

20 

Purple  Finch 

173 

Song  Sparrow 

1734 

House  Finch 

662 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

18 

Red  Crossbill 

6 

18 

Swamp  Sparrow 

135 

American  Goldfinch 

2919 

White-throated  Sparrow 

177 

Evening  Grosbeak 

4 

27 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

614 

House  Sparrow 

2219 

S  UMMARY  INFORMATION:  Total  Species  Observed  -  204 

Hybrids  - 1 

Total  Individual  Birds  Observed  - 100486 
Number  of  Observers  -  288 

An  associated  spreadsheet  gives  comparisons  for  all  species  recorded  between  data  from  this  year’s  count,  the  most  recent 
decade  and  the  full  60  years  of  counts.  Also  an  analysis  of  count  data  will  appear  in  next  month’s  Prothonotary. 

OBSERVERS:  Compilers  are  printed  in  boldface: 

Section  1:  David  Cooper,  Lynne  Landon,  Jim  Wojewodzki,  Terry  Younker. 

Section  2:  Michael  Davis. 

Section  3:  Jerald  Farrell,  Patti  Freck,  Sue  Race,  Don  Roberson,  John  Wei te,  Martha  Wei te. 

Section  4:  Robert  Brock,  Mike  Morgante,  Wiliam  Watson. 

Section  5:  Don  Brasure,  Bill  Burch,  Dick  Christensen,  Peggy  Christensen,  Morgan  Jones,  Bob  Lipp,  Mike  Morgante, 
Marion  Smith. 

Section  6:  Robert  Andrle,  Joe  Thill,  John  Thill. 

Section  7 :  Barbara  Byron,  Richard  Byron,  Blayne  Faman,  Jeanne  Faman,  Mike  Hamilton,  Barbara  Henderson,  Peter 
Yoerg. 

Section  8:  Blayne  Faman,  Jeanne  Faman,  Brian  Lewandowski,  Michael  Zebehazy. 
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Section  9:  Susan  O’Donnell,  Thomas  O’Donnell. 

Section  10:  Robert  Wagner,  John  Filor 

Section  1 1 :  Edward  Berst,  Dennis  Gralak,  Susan  Gralak,  Maijorie  Harwitz,  Mitchell  Harwitz,  Jane  Heyer,  Bill  Scott, 
Margaret  Stewart,  Nancy  Vigyikan,  Paul  Vigyikan. 

Section  12:  Ann  Bauer,  Marian  Bee,  Tom  Harper,  Marlene  Phillips,  Ruth  Phillips,  Donna  Wieand. 

Section  13:  Douglass  Beattie,  Elaine  Dart,  Curt  Fox,  Jeannine  Fox,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  Tom  Lathrop,  Jane 
Mason,  Marc  Mason,  Max  Mason,  David  Muller,  Marge  Pixley,  Don  Thureau,  Anita  Wierzba. 

Section  14:  Lois  Abbott,  Pat  Andrle,  Ernie  Baker,  Ken  Brandes,  Oxana  Chutko,  Jean  Collins,  Phyllis  Hansen,  Doug 

Happ,  Aurie  Hebbard,  George  Hebbard,  Adelade  Hunley,  Erma  Kern,  Bob  Leonard,  Mark  Leous,  Tim  McAllister,  Evelyn 
Mauser,  Jean  Meyer,  Sandy  Radigan,  Barbara  Walker,  Margaret  Wooley. 

Section  15:  Wiliam  Bogacki,  Edward Ratajczak,  Olga Rosche. 

Section  16:  Tom  Connare,  Audrey  Horbett,  Fran  Rew. 

Section  17:  Thomas  Koopman. 

Section  18:  Bruce  Chilton. 

Section  19:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Lucile  Bailey,  Sandy  Bielewicz,  Faye  Clancy,  Barbara  Cronk,  Alice  Evans, 
Joseph  Galli,  Lyle  Hotchkiss,  Janet  Lang,  Dora  Lilly,  Larry  Mullen,  Roger  Nicholson,  Mrs.  Roger  Nicholson,  Ted 
Osgood,  Mrs.  Ted  Osgood,  Jean  Perry,  Sean  Phelan,  John  Raybuck,  Anna  Maria  Skoryna,  Elaine  Smith,  Emmette 
Smith,  Mrs.  Emmette  Smith,  Scott  Warren,  Louise  Webster,  Oliver  Wiliams,  Jay  Wilson,  Mrs.  Jay  Wilson,  Larry 
Wilson,  Richard  Wilson,  Mrs.  Richard  Wilson,  Audrey  Zilker. 

Section  20:  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club:  Allen  Benton,  Chris  Budniewski,  Raymond  Budniewski,  Sylvia  Clarke,  Joanne  Goetz, 
Joseph  Gula,  Richard  Miga,  Terry  Mosher,  David  Neveu,  Lucille  Neveu,  Marilyn  O’Connell,  Thomas  O’Connell, 
Robert  Peterson,  Beverly  Ruska,  John  Ruska,  Marty  Sanden,  Jeanine  Smith. 

Section  21:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  John  Cheney,  Audrey  Clausen,  Daniel  Cordosi,  Julie  Heilman,  Walt  Heilman, 
Jessie  Nelson,  Linda  O’Brien,  Jean  Pigman,  Carol  Roby,  Bill  Seleen,  Kelly  Suckow,  Sue  Suckow,  Robert  Sundell, 
Jason  Swanson. 

Section  22:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Shawn  Allen,  Daniel  Cordosi,  Linda  O’Brien,  Bill  Seleen,  Robert  Sundell. 

Section  23:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Shawn  Allen,  Virginia  Anderson,  Daniel  Cordosi,  Stephen  Maggio,  Jean  Pigman, 
Bill  Seleen,  Robert  Sundell. 

Section  24:  Timothy  Baird,  Thomas  LeBlanc,  Jane  Meisner,  Laurie  Peterson. 

Section  25:  Timothy  Baird,  Stephen  Eaton,  Arlene  Knittle,  Cora  Moser,  Jacob  Moser,  Jeff  Reed,  Clara  Vales. 

Section  26:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Doris  Burton,  Betsy  Hubbard,  Milton  Hubbard,  Frances  Hunt,  Mary  Jordan, 
Ann  Scott,  Morris  Scott,  Bruce  Smalley. 

Section  27 :  Allegany  County  Bird  Qub:  Daniel  Babcock,  Harold  Babcock,  John  Barnett,  Doris  Burton,  Estella 

Cronauer,  Fritz  Cronauer,  Doris  Hurlburt,  Norman  Ives,  Claribel  James,  Helen  Link,  Michael  Pitzrick,  Vivian  Pitzrick, 
Wilma  Sanford,  Lillian  Simons,  Jake  Strong,  Lee  Windus,  Shirley  Windus,  Fred  Wygant,  Pat  Wygant. 

Section  28:  Allegany  County  Bird  Qub:  Mallery  Adams,  Mary  Adams,  Russ  Allen,  Russell  Allen,  Shawn  Allen,  Carol 
Behn,  Warren  Bouck,  Don  Brink,  Loma  Brink,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Betty  Brown,  Debbie  Bucholz,  Betty  Burdick,  Carl 
Burdick,  Doris  Burton,  Carla  Coch,  Diane  Converso,  Jim  Copenheaver,  Elsie  Cushing,  Larry  Deverell,  Luke 
Domus,  Ann  Eisenhardt,  Jamie  Eisenhardt,  Peg  Eisenhardt,  Dorotha  Fanton,  Peter  Finlay,  Terry  Finlay,  Keegan 
Fleming,  Walt  Franklin,  Stephen  Galle,  John  Gradoni,  Ellen  Hardy,  Matthew  Hotchkiss,  Sandra  Hotchkiss,  Mary 
Jordan,  Wayne  Kellogg,  Allister  Klingensmith,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Kasey  Klingensmith,  Margaret 
Klingensmith,  Mark  Klingensmith,  Ellen  Lamb,  Barry  Lash,  Hannah  Lash,  Martha  Lash,  Rachel  Lash,  Cathy 
MacDonald,  Pete  MacDonald,  Kenneth  McClure,  Marion  McClure,  Alice  Meyers,  Mary  Ormsby,  Lyle  Pal  mi  ter,  Thelma 
Palmiter,  Beverly  Perry,  Sean  Phelan,  Anne  Pipal,  Robert  Pipal,  Michael  Pitzrick,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Dan  Ramsey, 
Evelyn  Ramsey,  Nicole  Ramsey,  Ona  Reynolds,  Ernest  Rositzke,  Lynn  Rositzke,  Laurie  Rygiel,  Helen  Shear,  Norb 
Shear,  Maureen  Soule,  Terah  Soule,  Connon  Stevens,  Bruce  Taggart,  Wilma  Taggart,  Evelyn  Thomas,  Bea  Thompson, 
Timothy  Timbrook,  Linda  Travers,  Mary  Lu  Wells,  Suzanne  Wood. 
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Hamburg  Hawk  Watch  Records  -  1997 

It  was  not  a  great  spring  for  the  hawk  migration  over  Hamburg.  Ice  remained  in  the  far  eastern  end  of  Lake 
Erie  near  our  hawk  watch  until  well  into  April  and  the  prevailing  winds  were  more  north-eastern  than  southerly. 
However,  since  the  watch  was  covered  on  only  31  days  and  the  total  number  of  hours  was  approximately  150,  the 
total  of  6301  indentified  raptors  is  very  good.  Therer  were  an  additional  twenty  hours  of  spotty  coverage  when  no 
hawks  were  recorded. 

We  need  more  members  to  take  an  interest  in  this  project  and  to  volunteer  time  particularly  in  the 
afternoons  when  the  morning  counters  often  need  to  leave.  Thanks  to  all  our  members  and  friends  sho  did  come  to 
help  this  year,  particularly  those  who  came  several  or  many  times  on  good  days  and  bad.  Robert  Andrle,  Joseph 
Thill,  Alec  Humann,  Doug  Happ,  Mike  Zebehazy,  Tom  Connare,  Roberta  Vallone,  Linda  Holmes,  and  Jim  and 
Karen  Landau  werer  especially  generous  with  their  time  and  talent.  Fran  Rew 

MARCH,  1997 


Date 

TV 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

RS 

RT 

RL 

AK 

Totals 

3/14 

1 

1 

25 

27 

3/17 

9 

4 

3/18 

16 

15 

31 

3/20 

2 

2 

3/21 

82 

1 

1 

1 

4 

36 

4 

129 

3/22 

17 

9 

12 

31 

3/23 

49 

28 

77 

3/24 

29 

1 

1 

4 

2 

36 

62 

2 

2 

138 

3/27 

788 

1 

1 

8 

3 

24 

45 

1 

1 

872 

3/29 

185 

1 

7 

1 

9 

15 

218 

3/30 

122 

1 

5 

2 

1 

6 

1 

138 

Total 

1291 

3 

5 

25 

11 

76 

246 

3 

7 

1667 

APRIL. 

1997 

Date 

TV 

OS 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

NG 

RS 

BW 

RT 

RL 

AK 

Totals 

4/2 

120 

3 

13 

136 

4/3 

670 

2 

12 

1 

2 

41 

1 

729 

4/4 

54 

3 

1 

8 

3 

19 

1 

1 

90 

4/5 

202 

1 

7 

6 

7 

5 

228 

4/6 

354 

2 

1 

4 

24 

2 

2 

67 

2 

12 

470 

4/14 

5 

1 

1 

8 

4/15 

77 

3 

1 

13 

2 

5 

39 

1 

2 

143 

4/16 

60 

3 

11 

5 

25 

4 

2 

110 

4/21 

18 

7 

1 

37 

1 

1 

96 

17 

1 

3 

182 

4/22 

1 

1 

4/23 

10 

2 

7 

5 

24 

4/24 

3 

1 

20 

2 

1 

46 

2 

1 

76 

4/25 

41 

0 

19 

204 

18 

284 

4/26 

34 

2 

8 

389 

3 

1 

437 

4/27 

23 

4 

2 

19 

872 

7 

2 

929 

4/29 

2 

1 

11 

438 

3 

455 

4/30 

21 

4 

1 

18 

45 

12 

1 

104 

Total 

1694 

29 

3 

15 

210 

14 

2 

10 

2107 

280 

13 

29 

4406 

81 


No.  63,  Vol.  6 


MAY,  1997 


Date 

TV 

OS 

BE 

NH  SS 

CH  NG  RS 

BW 

RT 

RL 

GE 

Totals 

5/2 

4 

6 

1 

11 

5/4 

11 

7 

14 

2 

1 

35 

5/5 

24 

1 

14 

136 

5 

2 

182 

Total 

35 

1 

25 

156 

8 

2 

1 

228 

TV 

OS 

BE 

NH 

Totals  for  Season  -  3/14  to  5/5/97 

SS  CH  NG  RS  BW 

RT 

RL 

GE 

AK 

3020 

30 

6 

20 

260  25  2  86  2263 

534 

18 

1 

36 

Fran  Rew 


Abbreviations:  TV  -  Turkey  Vulture,  OS  -  Osprey,  BE  -  Bald  Eagle,  NH  -  Northern  Harrier,  SS  -  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawk,  CH  -  Cooper’s  Hawk,  NG  -  Northern  Goshawk,  RS  -  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  BW  -  Broad¬ 
winged  Hawk,  RT  -  Red-tailed  Hawk,  RL  -  Rough-legged  Hawk,  GE  -  Golden  Eagle,  AK  -  American  Kestrel, 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Aug.  24:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti. 

Leader:  Richard  Byron  (66-4783).  Note  the  meeting  time. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the 
day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer  Michael  Hamilton,  51  Park  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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After  a  wet  and  dismal  two  days  with  nearly  an  inch  of  rainfall  to  commence  the  month,  the  region  finally 
enjoyed  a  return  to  seasonal  late  spring  and  summer  weather  in  June.  On  the  3rd,  a  large  high  pressure  system 
from  eastern  Canada  crossed  the  lower  Great  Lakes  with  a  ridge  of  warm,  dry  air  extending  frpm  Quebec  south 
along  the  Atlantic  coast.  Save  for  brief  periods  of  cooler  weather  with  light  showers  accompanying  low  pressure 
systems  early  in  the  month.,  we  enjoyed  warm  and  sunny  weather  with  temperatures  in  the  mid  and  high 
seventies  until  the  thermometer  reached  the  80°(F)  mark  for  the  first  time  this  spring  at  Buffalo  on  June  16th, 
The  weather  continued  pleasantly  mild  although  seven  of  the  last  1 1  days  of  the  month  were  hot  and  uncomfort¬ 
able  as  a  series  of  weather  fronts  brought  a  southwest  flow  of  warm,  humid  air  to  the  region.  The  average 
temperature  for  the  month  at  Buffalo  was  66°(F),  1.2  degrees  above  normal  with  high  readings  of  85  j(F)  for  the 
period  on  June  29th  and  30th;  there  was  significant  rainfall  at  Buffalo  on  1 1  days  with  .92  inches  in  a  downpour 
on  the  24th;  total  precipitation  for  the  period  measured  3.06  inches,  .49  inches  below  normal;  67%  of  possible 
sunshine,  2%  above  average  was  recorded.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Air¬ 
port.) 

Once  again  this  month,  an  adult  American  White  Pelican  in  breeding  plumage  was  reported  in  the  upper 
Niagara  River  at  the  Town  of  Tonawanda  on  June  5th.  Presumably  it  is  the  same  bird  observed  by  Anita 
Wierzba  at  Strawberry  Island  in  the  river  on  May  23rd  as  Bill  Watson  and  his  party  found  it  in  that  locality  on 
the  north  end  of  the  island  on  May  24th  and  again  this  month.  Watson  made  several  surprising  finds  in  his 
colonial  waterbird  studies  on  the  Niagara  River  in  June.  At  the  Motor  Island  rookery  and  on  nearby  Strawberry 
Island  he  counted  at  least  50  Double-crested  Cormorants,  and  39  nests.  29  nests  of  these  nests,  one  with 
hatchlings  and  many  under  incubation  were  on  Strawberry  Island  and  an  additional  ten  nests  on  Motor  Island.  It 
is  the  first  reported  observation  of  nesting  birds  of  this  species  at  these  sites.  He  also  discovered  that  a 
comparably  sized  colony  of  cormorants  had  deserted  their  traditional  nesting  sites  down  river  on  two  concrete 
foundation  piers  of  electric  power  pylons  offshore  at  Buckhom  Island  State  Park.  He  speculates  that  the  exodus 
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may  have  been  prompted  by  the  presence  of  a  pair  of  Great  Homed  Owls  which  usurped  an  empty  nest  in  the 
middle  of  the  colony  on  one  pylon  pier  to  raise  their  own  young.  At  the  Motor  Island  heronry,  Watson  counted 
a  record  12  Great  Egrets  in  June  including  three  nestlings  on  June  5th,  an  unprecedented  early  data  for  young 
egrets  in  New  York  State.  Also  on  June  5th,  he  found  an  adult  Snowy  Egret  in  the  company  of  two  Great  Egrets 
at  the  south  end  of  Motor  Island,  easily  identified  by  its  shaggy  head,  neck  and  back  plumes  and  diagnostic 
yellow  feet;  the  bird  was  seen  again  at  that  location  on  the  23rd  and  24th;  it  is  the  third  spring  record  for  this 
species  on  Motor  Island  in  the  past  four  years. 

It  was  also  month  for  surprising  waterfowl  sightings.  On  June  17th,  Bill  Watson  and  Leonard  DeFrancesco 
found  a  sumnering  Tundra  swan  on  the  Allegheny  Reservoir  oh  the  west  side  of  the  West  Perimeter  Road  in  the 
Town  of  Elko  in  Cattaraugus  County.  On  June  7th,  Watson  saw  a  late  Ring-necked  Duck,  apparently  a  juvenile 
bird  in  eclipse  plumage,  in  the  company  of  five  Lesser  Scaup  ducks  in  a  pond  at  the  Batavia  Waste  Water 
Treatment  Plant  in  the  City  of  Batavia  in  Genesee  County.  On  the  27th,  Watson  was  surprised  to  see  an  adult 
White-winged  Scoter  in  a  flock  of  four  Common  Mergansers  and  a  Lesser  Scaup  Duck  in  the  upper  rapids  of  the 
Niagara  River  a  short  distance  upstream  from  Goat  Island  in  the  Niagara  Reservation  State  Park  at  Niagara  Falls, 
it  was  easily  identifiable  by  its  robust  body  size  in  comparison  to  the  scaup  duck,  its  all  black  plumage 
contrasting  with  a  pure  white"  speculum  and  diagnostic  heavy,  triangular-shaped  bill  peculiar  to  the  genus 
Melanitta  among  the  waterfowl. 

On  June  28th,  Willie  D'Anna  and  Mark  Schlecter  accompanied  Bill  Watson  into  a  broadleaf  woods  in  the 
Town  of  Pike  in  Wyoming  County.  On  the  23rd,  Watson  discovered  a  large  nest  in  this  woodlot  composed  of 
“pencil  size”  Deciduous  branches  and  topped  with  a  conifer  branch;  the  nest  was  in  the  upper  limbs  of  a  large 
maple  tree  and  contained  one  downy  young  hawk  of  uncertain  identity.  An  adult  bird,  flying  through  the  heavy 
foliage  of  nearby  trees  and  calling  loudly,  could  not  be  seen  clearly  by  Watson  on  that  date  and  D'Anna  and 
Schlecter  returned  with  him  on  the  28th.  Upon  approaching  the  nest  tree,  a  large  hawk  "with  an  accipiter  shape, 
stubby  wings.. .and  a  long  tail"  flew  over  the  observers  calling  loudly  and  perched  in  a  nearby  tree  where  its 
plumage,  dark  gray  above  and  light  below  with  a  grayish-white  breast  and  dark  head  with  a  white  supercilium 
identified  it  as  an  adult  Northern  Goshawk.  It  is  the  first  verified  nesting  record  for  the  species  in  the  BOS  study 
area  in  Wyoming  County  as  delineated  in  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  (Beardslee  and  Mitchell,  1965, 
pp.  13-16).  On  July  5th,  D'Anna  and  Mike  Morgante  returned  to  the  site  and  observed  an  adult  goshawk  and 
the  chick  at  the  nest. 

Among  other  records interest  ift-fune  were  latest  ever  reported  first  spring  dates  for  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 
(June  6th)  and  Black-billed  Cuckoo  (Ji^je  8th.)  On  June  19th,  Bob  and  Pat  Andrle  were  surprised  to  find  a  pair 
of  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  perched  and  flying  among  the  lower  branches  of  a  Norway  Spruce  in  the  SS  Peter 
&  Paul  Catholic  Cemetery  in  the  Village  of  Hamburg.  While  this  species  is  normally  seen  only  in  migration  in  the 
Town  of  Hamburg,  a  pair  of  these  kinglets  was  round  in  the  Hamburg  Village  Cemetery,  a  short  distance  from 
the  present  find,  on  June  26th,  1954  where  they  were  subsequently  observed  at  a  nest  in  a  large  spruce  tree  for 
several  weeks.  The  nest  was  eventually  abandoned  and  recovered  with  eight  infertile  eggs. (fide:  Beardslee  & 
Mitchell,  pp  348-349) 

Among  the  parulids,  the  adult  male  Lawrence's  Warbler  reported  in  these  pages  last  month  (see 
Prothonotary ,  vol.  63:  6,  pg.  66)  continued  to  be  seen  at  the  Crick's  Run  Meadow  in  the  Allegany  State  Park  in 
the  Town  of  Elko  in  Cattaraugus  County.  The  bird  was  singing  its  "Blue-winged  Warbler  song"  by  which  it  was 
located  by  Bill  Watson  on  June  5th  and  Peter  Yoerg  and  Barbara  Henderson  on  the  15th.  On  the  27thYoerg 
observed  a  second  adult  male  Lawrence's  Warbler  in  an  old  field  in  the  second  stage  of  plant  succession  in 
reverting  to  forest  on  Judge  Road  in  the  Tonawanda  Indian  Reservation  in  the  Town  of  Alabama  in  Genesee 
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County.  This  bird  also  "was  singing  a  blue-wing  song  and  slight  variation".  The  warbler  was  located  at  the 
"exact  spot"  Yoergsaw  an  adult  male  of  this  species  singing  an  identical  song  in  June,  1996  and  he  surmises  it  is 
the  same  bird.  He  informed  the  writer  that  there  is  a  thriving  colony  of  Blue-winged  Warblers  in  this  habitat  but 
he  saw  no  evidence  of  a  Blue-winged  x  Lawrence's  pairing.  Once  again  this  year,  Bruce  Chilton  continues  his 
field  studies  at  the  Bush  Hill  State  Forest  in  the  Town  of  Farmersville  in  Cattaraugus  County  where  on  four 
days  between  June  3rd  and  June  25th  he  found  at  least  one  female  and  two  male  adult  Pine  Warblers  in  an  open 
woodland  of  mature  Red  Pine  trees  with  an  understory  of  deciduous  saplings  which  he  describes  as  ideal  habitat 
for  this  species.  On  the  25th,  Chilton  saw  the  female  and  a  male  Pine  Warbler  moving  through  the  trees  carrying 
insects  in  their  bills  which  he  feels  indicates  probable  nesting. 

Finally,  elsewhere  in  these  pages  an  article  by  Bill  Burch  chronicles  the  1997  nesting  activity  of  Buffalo’s 
resident  pair  of  Peregrine  Falcons. 

Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  Y ork  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area 


Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Amer.  White  Pelican 

5 

1 

Strawberry  Island 

Watson 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

9 

29  nests 

Strawberry  Island 

Watson 

44 

9 

10  nests 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

44 

16 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

27 

192 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

*  Least  bittern 

1 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Davis 

Great  Egret 

1-21 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Hess 

44 

7,14,27 

2,2,3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

44 

15 

9ad.,3y. 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

*Snowv  Egret 

5,23,25 

1,U 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

20 

6 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

44 

27 

36 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson 

Tundra  Swan 

17 

1 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson  et  al 

Wood  Duck 

27 

33 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Northern  Shoveler 

7 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

7 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

Gad  wall 

7 

3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

10 

2+10  eggs 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Redhead 

7,27 

8,3 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

44 

9 

8 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Mueller 

44 

14 

5 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

7 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

7 

5 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Lesser  Scaup 

27 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

White- winged  Scoter 

27 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Hooded  Merganser 

7 

lad.,4y. 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Common  Merganser 

27 

'  4 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

7 

4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Osprey 

9,17 

8,1  la+7y 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

44 

11 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Bald  Eagle 

14,27 

lad.,3imm. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

17 

2ad.,ly. 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

44 

22 

3  on  nest 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Roberson 

*  Northern  Goshawk 

28 

lad=ly 

Pike  Twp. 

Watson,  D’  Anna  et  al 

Common  Moorhen 

17 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

S&T  O’  Donnell 

Black- bellied  Plover 

1L 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Semipalmated  Plover 

1L 

3 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Upland  Sandpiper 

1 

2 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Davis 

44 

29 

1 

Clarence  Twp. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

1 

20 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

7L 

35 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Dunlin 

1L 

5 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Wilson’s  Phalarope 

1L 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Caspian  Tern 

25 

2 

Buffalo 

D’Anna 

Black  Tern 

7,19 

10,5 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson,  Chilton 

*  Black-billed  Cuckoo 

8F 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Davis 

44 

15 

1 

Middlebury 

Davis,  Skalicky 

* Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

6F,27 

1,1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Y ellow-b.  Flycatcher 

3.4L 

1,1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Chilton 

*  Acadian  Flycatcher 

14 

1PDBA 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

17 

1PDBA 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

McKale,  Ruhl 

44 

22 

1PDBA 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Roberson 

44 

27 

2PDBA 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Yoerg 

44 

29 

2PDBA 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Wagner 

Alder  Flycatcher 

1-30 

13  max. 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Cliff  Swallow 

28 

1 

Cheektowaga  T  wp. 

Morgan  te 

Common  Raven  2,16,27,29 

4,2,3, 2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

44 

3,11 

1,1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44  • 

8,14,15 

1,2,2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

4 

9 

3 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

20 

2 

Birdsall  Twp. 

Brooks 

Carolina  Wren 

22 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

25 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Hess 

Winter  Wren 

25 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrles 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

1,9,14 

2PDBA 

Foster  Lake-Alfred 

Brooks 

44 

3,11 

4PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

3 

2PDBA 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Mueller(EABC) 

44 

7,24 

1PDBA 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

19,30 

2 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrles 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

1L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

1 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

2L 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Chilton 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

1L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

29 

9 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Golden-wing.  Warbler 

1,27 

2,1 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

“Brewster’s  Warbler” 

1 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Broderick 
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Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

“Brewster’s  Warbler” 

7 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

44 

29 

1 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

“Lawrence’s  Warbler” 

5 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

15 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Y  oerg  et  al 

44 

27 

1 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Yoerg 

Nashville  Warbler 

7,16 

1,1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Magnolia  Warbler 

1L 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

1L 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Broderick 

Blk.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

14L 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

20 

2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Pine  Warbler  3,10,17,25 

2, 2,2, 2 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

44 

8 

1 

Derby 

Davis 

Prairie  Warbler 

1-30 

6 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

44 

3,10,17 

1,1,1 

FarmersvilleTwp. 

Chilton 

44 

5,23 

2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

5,7,23 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

7 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

20 

1 

Grove  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

25 

1 

Grove  Twp. 

Wagner 

44 

25 

1 

Birdsall  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

1L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

1L 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

Broderick 

44 

1L 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Chilton 

44 

1L 

3 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Davis 

Cerulean  Warbler 

15 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Broderick 

44 

29 

2 

Alexander  Twp. 

Morgan  te 

*Prothonotary  Warbler 

9 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Mueller(EABC) 

44 

19 

2 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Chilton 

44 

29 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Northern  Waterthrush 

1L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

1L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Canada  Warbler 

1L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

20 

1 

Sheldon  Twp. 

McKale(EABC) 

Vesper  Sparrow 

6,14 

3,3 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

1 

2 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Davis 

44 

9,14 

1,2 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

20 

1 

Dalton  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

22 

2 

Alexander  Twp. 

Morgan  te 

44 

25 

1 

Bums  Twp. 

Brooks 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

1,8,21 

6,4,2PDBA 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

15 

4PDBA 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Fox 

Red  Crossbill 

11 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

17 

15 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

44 

20 

9 

West  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

28 

2 

West  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

28 

2ad+4y 

West  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 249 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue .  7 

Total  for  year . 256 
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CHINESE  SUPPER  AND  WHIP-POOR-WILL  TRIP 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  13, 1997 

Afternoon  showers  may  have  discouraged  some  from  coming  on  what  proved  to  be  a  delightful  evening.  At  7 
p.m.  ten  of  us  joined  six  Canadians  at  the  Lotus  Garden  Restaurant  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Welland  Canal  in  Pt. 
Colbome,  Ont.  Our  friends  were  from  the  Bert  Miller  Nature  Club  (Ft.  Erie,  Ridgeway,  etc.)  who  had  heard  of 
this  outing  while  taking  part  in  our  February  owl  trip. 

After  dinner  we  went  west  on  Hwy.  3,  taking  time  to  check  out  Minor  Rd  (a  mile  west  of  McDonalds), 
finding  Savannah  Sparrows,  Meadowlarks  and  Song  Sparrows. 

Four  miles  west  of  McDonalds  we  turned  north  on  Wilson  Road  and  slowly  proceeded  a  mile  to  the 
intersecting  road.  Along  the  way  Lynne  Landon  identified  a  half-dozen  calls,  including  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
which  we  also  saw. 

As  dusk  approached  we  were  standing  in  this  remote  gravel  roadway  ,  listening  and  watching  the  activity 
about  us.  The  air  was  still  and  mild,  and  free  of  mosquitoes.  To  the  west  a  haze  was  coming  in,  giving  an  unreal 
feeling  to  the  scene.  The  recent  rain  had  produced  a  colorful  sky,  but  these  colors  were  subdued  so  as  to  blend  in 
with  the  scene.  In  the  roadside  ditch  a  Green  Frog  gave  his  "thunk"  every  few  seconds.  Three  Woodcock  flew 
overhead,  and  a  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  called  repeatedly.  Adding  to  this  were  the  calls  of  Veery,  Great-crested 
Flycatcher  and  the  incomparable  Wood  Thrush. 

How  about  the  Whip-poor-wills?  Yes,  two  began  calling  at  dusk  while  there  was  still  some  daylight.  These 
were  in  the  heavy  woods  that  border  the  east  side  of  Wilson  Road.  The  calls  were  loud  and  clear,  starting  at  9:25 
p.m.  and  ending  abruptly  at  9:50.  So  the  calling  was  of  short  duration,  ending  before  full  darkness  had  set  in. 
During  this  time  a  third  one  could  be  heard  far  back  in  the  Wainfleet  Bog,  which  Wilson  Road  penetrates. 

BOS  member  Line  Nutting  came  and  did  some  sound  recording.  We  knew  he  had  done  well  when,  as  we 
drove  away  down  Wilson  Road,  the  speaker  of  our  CB  radio  began  issuing  Whip-poor-will  calls.  We  wish  to 
thank  trip  leader  Richard  Byron  for  a  memorable  evening. 

Bill  Burch 


Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  Landbird  Survey:  June  1996  and  1997 

For  the  second  year  Blake  Reeves  and  I  spent  three  mornings  in  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
censusing  land  birds  for  the  Refuge  staff.  This  year  we  were  there  from  5:30  to  9:00  a.m.  on  June  6,  8  and  9. 

The  weather  on  ail  three  days  was  excellent  with  minimal  cloud  cover,  moderate  temperatures  —  50°  to  70°F  — 
and  little  wind.  Over  those  10.5  hours  we  visited  60  preassigned  stations  for  five  minutes  each.  These  stops  are 
scattered  through  the  reserve  and  are  individually  separated  by  at  least  one-fifth  mile.  Many  are  along  roads  but 
some  required  hiking.  I  estimate  that  the  division  of  habitat  is  20%  marsh  edge,  20%  open  meadow,  20%  woods 
and  40%  mixed.  (I  will  try  to  estimate  this  better  next  year.)  Blake  identified  species  and  I  recorded.  The  attached 
table  and  chart  summarize  our  counts  for  both  1996  and  1997. 

Among  the  interesting  results  of  these  counts  is  the  fact  that  three  warblers  —  yellow  warbler,  redstart  and 
common  yellowthroat  —  are  among  the  ten  most  common  species  recorded.  Also  note  the  striking  drop  in  the 
number  of  yellow-billed  cuckoos,  from  13  to  0.  Despite  the  minimally  managed  fields  that  should  provide  good 
field  bird  habitat,  the  numbers  of  field  birds  —  bobolinks  and  meadowlarks,  field,  savannah  and  grasshopper 
sparrows  (Henslow’s  sparrows  seem  to  be  gone  from  here  as  practically  everywhere  else).  —  Gerry  Rising 
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Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  Landbird  Inventory,  1996-1997:  Species  Ranked  by  Number  Observed 


1996 

1997 

Count  Totals 

Number  of  Stations 

Rank 

Rank 

Species 

1996 

1997 

Change 

1996 

1997 

Change 

2 

1 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

RWBL 

72 

96 

24 

31 

33 

2 

3 

2 

Song  Sparrow 

SOSP 

45 

65 

20 

33 

40 

7 

1 

3 

Yellow  Warbler 

YEWA 

74 

61 

-13 

50 

38 

-12 

11 

4 

Tree  Swallow 

TRSW 

23 

52 

29 

16 

29 

13 

9 

5 

American  Redstart 

AMRE 

25 

38 

13 

18 

27 

9 

5 

6 

Common  Yellowthroat 

COYE 

29 

31 

2 

24 

23 

-1 

7 

7 

Baltimore  Oriole 

BAOR 

28 

30 

2 

27 

24 

-3 

20 

8 

American  Crow 

AMCR 

14 

29 

15 

11 

23 

12 

8 

9 

Swamp  Sparrow 

SWSP 

27 

28 

1 

22 

22 

0 

12 

9 

American  Robin 

AMRO 

22 

28 

6 

19 

21 

2 

14 

11 

Veery 

VEER 

21 

27 

6 

18 

20 

2 

16 

11 

Willow  Flycatcher 

WIFL 

17 

27 

10 

16 

21 

5 

27 

13 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

RBGR 

8 

25 

17 

7 

22 

15 

5 

14 

Gray  Catbird 

GRCA 

29 

23 

-6 

25 

21 

-4 

12 

15 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

GCFL 

22 

22 

0 

20 

19 

-1 

23 

16 

Cedar  Waxwing 

CEWA 

10 

20 

10 

9 

9 

0 

10 

17 

Wood  Thrush 

WOTH 

24 

18 

-6 

18 

16 

-2 

18 

17 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

EWPE 

15 

18 

3 

13 

18 

5 

15 

19 

Northern  Cardinal 

NOCA 

20 

16 

-4 

19 

14 

-5 

18 

20 

American  Goldfinch 

AMGO 

15 

15 

0 

10 

12 

2 

30 

20 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

BHCO 

5 

15 

10 

5 

7 

2 

30 

22 

Blue  Jay 

BLJA 

5 

13 

8 

5 

11 

6 

29 

23 

Warbling  Vireo 

WAV1 

7 

10 

3 

6 

10 

4 

20 

24 

Field  Sparrow 

FISP 

14 

9 

-5 

9 

7 

-2 

27 

25 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

REVI 

8 

8 

0 

8 

8 

0 

41 

25 

Morning  Dove 

MODO 

2 

8 

6 

2 

8 

6 

4 

27 

Common  Grackle 

COGR 

35 

6 

-29 

13 

6 

-7 

34 

27 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

BBCU 

4 

6 

2 

3 

6 

3 

34 

27 

Eastern  Kingbird 

EAKI 

4 

6 

2 

4 

6 

2 

23 

30 

House  Wren 

HOWR 

10 

5 

-5 

10 

5 

-5 

30 

30 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

BCCH 

5 

5 

0 

5 

5 

0 

41 

30 

European  Starling 

EUST 

2 

5 

3 

1 

2 

1 

16 

33 

Indigo  Bunting 

INBU 

17 

4 

-13 

16 

4 

-12 

23 

33 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

BWWA 

10 

4 

-6 

8 

4 

-4 

26 

33 

Eastern  Towhee 

EATO 

9 

4 

-5 

9 

4 

-5 

38 

33 

Bobolink 

BOBO 

3 

4 

1 

3 

3 

0 

33 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

WBNU 

4 

4 

4 

4 

30 

38 

Scarlet  Tanager 

SCTA 

5 

3 

-2 

5 

3 

-2 

41 

38 

Eastern  Phoebe 

EAPH 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

38 

Savannah  Sparrow 

SASP 

3 

3 

3 

3 

34 

41 

Least  Flycatcher 

LEFL 

4 

2 

-2 

4 

2 

-2 

34 

41 

Marsh  Wren 

MAWR 

4 

2 

-2 

1 

2 

1 

41 

41 

Purple  Finch 

PUFI 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

41 

Alder  Flycatcher 

ALFL 

2 

2 

2 

2 

38 

45 

Belted  Kingfisher 

BEKI 

3 

1 

-2 

3 

1 

-2 

41 

45 

Downy  Woodpecker 

DOWO 

2 

1 

-1 

2 

1 

-1 

41 

45 

Northern  Flicker 

NOFL 

2 

1 

-1 

2 

1 

-1 

48 

45 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

RTHU 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

48 

45 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

ACFL 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

48 

45 

Ovenbird 

OVEN 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

48 

45 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

EAME 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

45 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

BGGN 

1 

1 

1 

1 

45 

Solitary  Vireo 

SOVI 

1 

1 

1 

1 

45 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

CSWA 

1 

1 

1 

1 

45 

Chipping  Sparrow 

CHSP 

1 

1 

1 

1 

45 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

GRSP 

1 

1 

1 

1 

22 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

YBCU 

13 

-13 

11 

-11 

38 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

RBNU 

3 

-3 

3 

-3 

41 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

RBWO 

2 

-2 

2 

-2 

48 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

YBFL 

1 

-1 

1 

-1 

48 

N  Rough-winged  Swallow 

NRWS 

1 

-1 

1 

-1 

48 

Yellow- throated  Vireo 

YTVE 

1 

-1 

1 

-1 

Total  Individuals 

729 

814 

•  85 

557 

581 

24 

Total  Species 

54 

56 

2 

Between  points:  1996:  Pileated  Woodpecker;  1997:  Eastern  Bluebird,  Cerulean  Warbler.  Northern  Waterthrush 
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Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  June  Landbird  Census:  Station  Totals  (out  of  60)  for  1996  and 

1997  (Ranked  by  1997  Totals) 
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Fledgling  American  Robin  Establishes  New  (Old)  State  Record 

On  May  21,  1997,  while  traveling  south  on  Rout  19  in  Allegany  County,  the  author  stopped  in  the  Town  of 
Belfast  to  observe  an  extremely  active  group  of  feeding  stations. 

At  the  feeders  were  numerous  birds  including  Mourning  Doves,  Downy  Woodpeckers,  a  Purple  Finch,  and  an 
impressive  seven  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks. 

Feeding  on  the  lawn  was  a  fledgling  American  Robin.  It  appeared  similar  to  an  adult  American  Robin  except 
its  breast  (which  was  a  more  washed  out  lighter  orange  than  an  adult)  and  belly  were  heavily  spotted  with  large 
black  spots.  Down  feathers  were  looked  for,  but  not  seen  on  the  head  or  any  other  part  of  the  body  with  lOx 
binoculars  at  a  distances  of  about  10-15  yards. 

Since  the  New  York  State  dates  for  fledgling  American  Robin  are  from  May  25  to  September  10  (Meade 
1988),  the  fledgling  observed  May  21  is  a  new  early  record  for  the  state. 

The  lawn  on  which  the  fledgling  American  Robin  was  observed  was  next  to  a  stately  cubical  turquoise  house 
with  dark  blue  trim.  The  house  was  located  very  close  to  the  center  of  the  Town  of  Belfast  on  Main  Street .  The 
central  porch  of  the  house  was  bordered  by  two  pillars.  On  one  pillar  was  the  number  94,  and  on  the  other  pillar 
were  the  letters  A  C. 

Since  the  minimum  incubation  period  and  nestling  period  are  eleven  days  and  fourteen  days  respectively,  the 
earliest  egg  date  in  New  York  State  of  March  23  (Meade  1988)  (Bull  1974)  (Beardslee  and  Mitchell)  suggests  that 
fledgling  American  Robins  could  start  appearing  on  April  17! !  This  certainly  seems  extremely  early  based  on  my 
limited  experience. 

Why  don't  we  see  late  April  and  early  May  fledglings?  Could  this  exceptionally  early  egg  date  of  March  23  be 
a  mistake?  I  was  further  surprised  to  find  this  early  egg  date  was  not  made  at  the  warm  Long  Island  end  of  the 
state,  but  in  cold  Buffalo,  New  York! 

A  check  of  old  Prothonotary  s  gives  us  further  details  and  a  possible  explanation  of  this  exceptional  early  egg 
date.  First,  the  American  Robin's  nest  already  contained  four  eggs  when  it  was  discovered  on  March  23,  1938, 
by  a  Mr.  Tilley,  whom  Bob  Andrle  remembers  was  a  postman.  The  nest  was  found  in  a  Catalpa  tree  in  front  of 
98  Baxter  Street  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  After  the  eggs  hatched  one  American  Robin  lived,  one  young  was  found 
on  the  ground  after  a  thunder  storm,  and  another  young  was  found  dead  in  the  nest  after  being  abandoned  by  its 
parents  {Prothonotary  4:57). 

Secondly,  Harold  Mitchell  describes  the  unusual  weather  of  March  1938  as  follows:  "March  came  in  like  a 
lion,  and  out  like  a  lamb.  The  first  third  of  the  month  was  cold  and  windy,  the  temperature  declining  to  one 

degree  below  zero  on  the  3rd.  Thereafter  the  month  was  much  warmer  than  usual,  the  average  temperature  for  the 

entire  month  being  6.7  degrees  above  normal,  and  reaching  71  degrees  on  the  22nd,  which  was  a  record  warm 
day  for  Buffalo.  The  warm  weather  brought  in  a  wave  of  migrants  in  mid  March,  and  many  records  were  broken 
on  early  arrival  dates"  ( Prothonotary  4:22).  With  such  a  warm  ending  to  the  March  of  1938,  perhaps  an  early  egg 
record  should  be  expected. 

Lastly,  on  May  11,  1938,  Mrs.  Ora  Pixley  did  observe  three  American  Robin  fledglings  out  of  nest  in 
Batavia,  New  York  (The  Prothonotary  4:58).  Apparently,  it  is  the  early  fledgling  date  of  May  25  in  the  Atlas  of 
Breeding  Birds  in  New  York  State  that  is  the  anomaly,  and  the  author's  early  fledgling  record  of  May  21  was 
not  a  new  record. 

The  problem  is  that  fledgling  records  were  not  recorded  in  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  ,  and 
therefore,  not  recorded  in  subsequent  editions  of  Birds  of  New  York  State  and  the  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds,  in 
New  York  State.  The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society's  Prothonotary  and  other  ornithological  newsletters 
probably  contain  a  plethora  of  new  fledgling  records.  It  is  important  that  these  records  be  compiled  before  the 
publication  of  the  next  edition  of  the  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  New  York  State. 
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BUFFALO’S  PEREGRINE  FALCON  NEST  VANISHES 

Bill  Burch 

Our  Peregrine  Falcons,  so  successful  in  1996,  won't  be  raising  a  new  brood  of  chicks  this  year.  The  four  eggs 
of  the  nest  have  vanished,  reports  Mark  Kandel,  wildlife  biologist  for  the  Department  of  Environmental 
Conservation. 

The  nest  site  chosen  by  the  falcons  was  at  a  ledge  on  the  east  side  of  City  Hall  at  the  27th  floor,  about  12 
feet  below  the  observation  deck.  Kandel  and  others  who  have  watched  the  endangered  species  through  two 
nesting  seasons  had  been  concerned  about  the  birds'  choice  of  nest  sites  this  year.  The  ledge  was  isolated  when 
the  birds  settled  there  during  the  raw  weather  of  early  spring,  but  the  skittish  falcons  were  increasingly  disturbed 
by  the  presence  of  humans  as  the  deck  began  to  draw  more  visitors.  "The  parents  may  not  have  been  as 
attentive  as  they  would  have  been  otherwise,"  Kandel  said. 

The  nest  vanished  sometime  between  May  23,  when  the  four  eggs  were  present,  and  his  inspection  of  June 
2,  when  he  saw  no  eggs  or  egg  fragments.  Kandel  thought  the  nest  might  have  disappeared  close  to  this 
inspection,  because  "When  I  extended  a  mirror  on  a  pole  to  look  at  the  nest,  within  seconds  the  female  flew  up." 
The  empty  "nest  cup"  appeared  unaltered.  This  was  a  rounded  scrape  in  the  accumulated  gravel  in  the  gutter. 
The  birds  had  not  added  grass  or  the  like  to  the  scrape,  peregrines  rarely  doing  so.  Adjacent  gutters  remained 
flooded  and  the  falcons'  ledge  (gutter)  still  had  puddles  of  water.  (There  are  eight  ledges  with  gutters  around  the 
octagonal  tower). 

The  weather  in  the  preceding  week  had  been  unusually  cold  and  rainy,  0.67  inch  falling  on  June  1,  for 
example:  Kandel  thinks  the  eggs  were  close  to  hatching  and  may  have  done  so.  However,  keeping  eggs  viable  in 
that  weather  in  a  flooded  gutter  would  have  been  a  challenge. 

The  cause  of  the  nest  loss  can  only  be  conjectured.  The  contents  of  the  nest  may  have  been  washed  out  but 
this  would  have  lodged  at  the  downspout  screen,  which  was  in  place,  and  would  not  have  disappeared.  Kandel 
thought  the  eggs  or  young  might  have  been  eaten  by  Herring  Gulls,  noting  that  they  had  destroyed  the  cormorant 
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eggs  at  the  Buckhom  Island  tower.  Robert  Andrle  commented  that  crows  are  even  better  at  finding  and  taking 
eggs  than  gulls  are.  Crows,  uncommon  downtown,  have  nested  on  microwave  towers  there.  The  falcons 
themselves  would  predictably  eat  any  egg  shells,  and  under  unusual  circumstances  could  have  eaten  the  eggs  or 
dead  hatchlings.  Kandel  ruled  out  human  theft,  given  the  difficulty  of  access. 

Some  of  the  above  material  is  from  Mike  Vogel’s  article  in  the  Buffalo  News  of  June  1 1,  1997. 

The  pair  of  falcons  have  remained  in  Buffalo.  The  writer,  watching  from  the  17th  floor  suite  of  the  Statler 
Towers  on  June  4  (two  days  after  Kandel's  inspection),  saw  the  female  perched  on  a  spotlight  hardly  a  foot 
from  the  destroyed  nest.  She  was  there  at  3:12  p.m.  and  stayed  45  minutes.  Meanwhile  the  male  sat  on  the  roof 
of  the  Statler,  viewing  the  female. 

Six  weeks  later  the  pair  was  still  downtown:  On  July  20  at  7:30  a.m.  the  male  was  seen  dozing  in  the  sun  on 
the  perch  of  the  nest  box  that  the  DEC  had  placed  on  the  east  side  of  the  Statler  Towers.  He  flew  to  a  shady 
ledge  on  the  Liberty  building  at  8:00.  The  female  spent  the  morning  on  the  tower  of  the  Niagara  Mohawk 
building. 

The  male,  having  found  the  DEC  nesting  box,  gives  hope  that  the  pair  will  use  it  next  year  and  give  up  flirting 
with  disaster.  (In  1 996  the  three  chicks  had  to  be  moved  from  a  City  Hall  ledge  to  the  flat  roof  of  the  building's 
north  wing.)  The  DEC  box  is  located  at  the  top  of  the  Statler  in  the  leftmost  of  four  round  windows,  on  the  east 
side. 

A  pair  of  Peregrine  Falcons  from  Toledo  gave  the  Statler  box  prominence  when  they  settled  down  there 
March  28,  1997.  The  box,  being  only  250  yards  from  the  City  Hall  ledge  of  the  Buffalo  falcons,  led  to  a 
territorial  battle  and  the  female  was  injured  and  fell  to  the  street.  The  egg  she  had  just  laid  was  found  smashed  on 
the  street.  The  injured  bird  was  taken  to  the  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  in  the  Town  of 
Tonawanda.  Diane  Obusek,  wildlife  administrator,  traced  the  bands  on  the  falcon's  legs  and  found  she  was  born 
in  1995  on  top  of  the  Commodore  Motor  Inn  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  Her  mother  was  Nellie  McClung.  The  falcon 
received  veterinary  attention  for  leg  and  claw  injuries,  then  was  released  April  8  and  flew  out  of  sight. 

Nellie  McClung  was  done  an  injustice  in  the  Buffalo  News  account  of  April  1 1 .  She  was  not  named  after  a 
murderess,  but  rather  after  Canada's  militant  suffragist.  She  was  one  of  four  peregrines  hacked  by  Mary  Ellen 
Hebb  in  1987  from  the  E.L.  Crossley  school  in  Fonthill,  Ontario. 

Nellie  had  made  news  in  1988  when  she  turned  up  in  Toledo  with  a  mate  and  raised  two  chicks,  all  in  her 
first  year.  These  were  Toledo's  first  nesting  Peregrine  Falcons. 

Ms.  Hebb  supervised  sev  al  very  si;  assful  hackings:  five  birds  at  Brock  University  in  St.  Catharines  in  1986, 
and  a  mass  hacking  in  1987  from  Brocx,  Crossley,  and  the  Shaw  Theater  in  Niagara-on-the  Lake,  totaling  15 
birds  in  1987.  All  the  birds  were  hatched  at  the  Canadian  Wildlife  facility  in  Wainwright,  Alberta.  She  received 
the  chicks  when  they  were  30  days  old.  They  fledged  (flew)  at  about  the  age  of  40  days  for  males  and  44  for 
females.  They  dispersed  from  the  hacking  area  typically  on  the  77-88th  day  of  life. 

The  Buffalo  City  Hall  female  is  another  peregrine  hatched  at  Wainwright,  Alberta.  She  was  released  at 
Killarney  Provincial  Park  on  Georgian  Bay,  400  miles  north  of  Buffalo,  on  August  1,  1993.  (Ref.  Prothonotary, 
Vol. 62  No.  8,  The  Month).  The  history  of  the  male  is  not  certain. 

Let's  hope  the  Buffalo  peregrines  use  the  Statler  box  next  year  and  fledge  a  good  brood;  and  incidentally 
provide  some  great  Peregrine  Falcon  watching  opportunities  for  the  birders. 
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Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  June  1997 

The  excellent  May  migration  quickly  faded  in  June,  there  were  no  Hotline  calls  during  the  month.  Reports  to 
Dial-a-Bird  highlighted  a  pair  of  vagrants,  an  Amer.  White  Pelican  and  a  Snowy  Egret.  For  the  second  year  now, 
both  birds  were  found  on  the  upper  Niagara  River  around  Strawberry  and  Motor  Islands.  One  picturesque 
report  placed  the  pelican  flying  over  the  whirlpool  on  the  lower  river. 

Other  reports  for  the  month  focused  on  interesting  breeding  birds.  Red  Crossbills  were  at  Bush  Hill  State 
Forest  in  Farmersville,  and  scarce  warblers,  "Lawrence's  Warbler",  Prairie  Warbler,  and  La.  Waterthrush,  were 
found  in  the  southern  counties. 

Considering  the  apparent  range  expansion  of  Sandhill  Cranes  in  recent  years,  an  unconfirmed  report  of  a  pair 
of  Sandhill  Cranes  in  Java  Township  on  June  22  seems  plausible.  This  summer,  a  rare  bird  alert  in  Pennsylvania 
claimed  local  nesting  success  by  the  species  and  in  past  years,  cranes  have  bred  at  Long  Point,  Ontario. 

David  F.  Suggs 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  notes  with  sadness  the  passing  of 

J.  Stanley  King 
A  Member  Since  1971 

Please  Welcome  the  Following  New  Associate  Members: 

Lisa  Spalding 

310  Highland  Parkway  -  Apt.  #5 
Buffalo,  NY  14223 
Tel:  877-6297 

Carrie  Laben 
460  Broadway  Road 
Darien  Center,  NY  14040 
Tel:547-9438 


BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Sept.  10:  Annual  Members’  Slide  Show.  Everyone  is  invited  to  bring  slides  of  their  summer  or  other  recent 

birding  adventures  to  share. 
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Sept.  24: 

BOS  member  Dave  Newberger  will  report  on  Audubon  Bird  Camps. 

Oct.  8: 

BOS  Annual  Meeting. 

Oct.  22: 

Our  own  Alec  Human  will  share  his  experiences  in  Central  America. 

FIELD  TRIPS 

Aug.  24: 

Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti. 
Leader:  Richard  Byron  (66-4783).  Note  the  meeting  time. 

Sept.  7: 

Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Meet  at  7:30  a.m.  in  the  Tifft  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  walk 
for  warblers.  Leader:  Bill  Watson  (695-2820). 

Sept.  12- 14: 

Friday-  Sunday.  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs  Meeting,  Lake  Placid,  NY.  Refer  to  notice  in 
Prothonotary,  March,  1997. 

Sept.X-X 

Hawk  Cliff.  Not  scheduled  at  this  time  pending  their  search  for  a  new  site,  the  old  one  being 
unusable.  If  interested  call  Bill  Burch. 

Sept.  21: 

Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  around  Lewiston,  NY.  Meet  at  8:00  am.  at  Tops  market  in 
Lewiston.  Leaders:  Bill  Broderick  (745-3969)  &  Ken  Cohen  (689-9847). 

Oct.  12: 

Sunday.  BOS  October  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  TBA. 

Oct.  19: 

Sunday.  Iroquois  Refuge  and  Batavia  Sewage  ponds.  Meet  at  8:00  am.  at  Tanning  Bed,  0. 1  mile 
east  of  Main  &  Transit  on  the  south  side  of  Main.  Leaden  Mike  Morgante  (685-4975). 

Oct.  25: 

Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  counties.  Meet  at  8:00 
am.  in  Wright's  Comers  on  Hwy  78  at  Tops  market  just  north  of  the  Hwy  104  intersection. 
Leader:  Willie  D  'Anna  (73 1-4348). 

Oct.  26: 

Sunday.  End  of  DST.  Set  clock  back  one  hour. 

Nov.  23: 

Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS,  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  a.m. 
at  Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and 
Bob  Brock  of  BOS  (876-SB621. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 
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CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  51  Park  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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Volume  63  August,  1997  Number  8 

THE  MONTH:  July,  1997 

July  was  a  dry  and  cool  month,  the  sixth  coolest  for  the  period  in  the  annals  of  record  keeping  by  the 
National  Weather  Service  but  the  generally  pleasant  summer  weather  gave  little  cause  for  complaint  The  month 
began  with  a  continuation  of  the  sunny,  hot  and  humid  weather  of  late  June  but  a  cold  front  accompanying  a  low 
pressure  system  from  the  upper  Great  Lakes  overnight  on  July  3rd  precipitated  a  violent  thunderstorm  in  the 
Buffalo  area  followed  by  brisk  unseasonably  cool  winds  and  a  high  temperature  of  only  65°(F)  on  the  4th, 
making  it  the  coldest  Independence  Day  in  36  years  (fide:  Buffalo  News).  The  only  other  major  weather 
disturbance  in  the  region  this  month  occurred  on  July  8th  when  high  winds  and  hailstones  downed  tree  limbs  and 
power  lines  in  Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus  Counties;  rainfall  at  Buffalo  on  that  date  measured  1.09  inches,  over 
half  of  the  total  for  the  entire  month  recorded  at  the  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.  On  the  9th,  the  first 
of  a  series  of  fast  moving  high  pressure  systems  entered  the  region  giving  us  eight  days  of  uninterrupted 
sunshine  before  a  cold  front  from  eastern  Canada  brought  showers  to  the  Buffalo  area  on  July  18th.  In  spite  of 
very  localized  thunderstorms  in  the  Southern  Tier  counties,  the  area  continued  to  enjoy  mostly  rain  free, 
pleasantly  warm  midsummer  weather  until  month’s  end.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month,  68.6°(F)  was 
2.5  degrees  below  normal  for  July  while  rainfall  measured  only  1.85  inches,  1.23  inches  below  the  norm  which 
caused  some  concern  of  impending  drought  among  local  produce  growers;  63%  of  possible  sunshine  was 
recorded.  (Meteorological  conditions  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

With  Lake  Erie  at  record  high  levels,  inundating  most  the  traditional  shorebird  stopover  sites  along  that 
shoreline,  local  bird-watchers  turned  their  attention  to  the  wetlands  north  and  east  of  Buffalo  in  July.  The 
sewage  lagoons  of  the  City  of  Batavia  Waste  Water  Treatment  Facility  continued  to  yield  remarkable  records  of 
summer  stragglers  this  month.  On  July  13th,  Gail  Seamans  had  a  maximum  count  of  five  Ring-necked  Ducks  in 
the  company  of  what  appears  to  be  the  resident  Greater  Scaup  and  three  Lesser  Scaup  in  this  facility  while,  on 
the  24th,  Bill  Watson  had  a  maximum  count  of  14  Ruddy  Ducks.  In  the  Oak  Orchard  area  wetlands  to  the  north, 
there  were  many  reports  of  one  to  three  Ospreys  in  July.  On  the  19th,  Willie  D’ Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  saw  one 
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Osprey  on  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  Genesee  County  and  three  more  on  the  adjacent  New  York 
State  Wildlife  Management  Area  in  Niagara  County.  In  conversation  with  Dan  Carroll,  the  manager  of  the  State 
Oak  Orchard  and  Tonawanda  WMA  complex,  the  writer  was  informed  that  during  the  month  of  July,  Soch  Lor 
a  biologist  at  the  INWR,  in  the  course  of  a  wildlife  survey  of  both  refuges  made  the  exciting  discovery  that  two 
pairs  of  Ospreys  have  chosen  possible  nesting  sites  in  those  wetlands  as  a  prelude  to  mating  next  spring.  M  s. 
Lor  reported  that  she  observed  one  pair  of  Ospreys  carrying  sticks  to  a  platform  on  the  Ring-neck  Marsh  in  the 
Federal  Refuge  and  a  second  pair  engaged  in  similar  activity  on  a  platform  in  the  Wood  Marsh  in  the 
Tonawanda  WMA  in  Niagara  County.  The  smaller  male  Osprey  of  the  pair  at  Ring-neck  Marsh  was  observed 
to  have  a  leg  band  similar  to  those  placed  on  fledgling  Ospreys  from  nesting  colonies  on  Long  Island  during  a 
three  year  Osprey  Hacking  Project  inaugurated  by  the  State  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation  in 
July,  1992  at  the  hacking  tower  on  Stafford’s  Pond  on  the  Knowlesville  Road  in  the  Oak  Orchard  WMA.  The 
tower  was  erected  in  1977  in  the  successful  project  to  reintroduce  the  Bald  Eagle  as  a  breeding  species  in 
Western  New  York.  (S eeProthonotary,  vol.  60:8,  1994,  pg.  80). 

Once  again  this  month,  two  of  our  region’s  most  assiduous  field  observers,  Elizabeth  Brooks  and  Bruce 
Chilton  report  evidence  of  a  thriving  population  of  Red  Crossbills  summering  in  the  mature  conifer  plantations 
of  Allegany  and  Cattaraugus  counties.  On  June  28th,  Brooks  was  engaged  in  a  breeding  bird  survey  in  a  tamarack 
(American  Larch)  plantation  in  the  State  Forest  at  the  Junction  of  North  and  Kelly  Roads  in  the  Town  of  West 
Almond  when  she  saw  two  adult  Red  Crossbills  and  four  fledged  young  in  a  tree.  On  July  10th  she  was 
employed  in  similar  activity  at  the  Phillips  Creek  State  Conservation  Area  at  the  Junction  of  Vandermark  and 
Brown  Roads  in  the  Town  of  Ward  in  that  county  when  she  found  a  second  pair  of  adult  Red  Crossbills  feeding 
three  fledged  young  in  a  conifer  plantation.  In  both  instances  the  young  birds  appeared  to  be  recently  out  of  the 
nest.  In  his  continuing  field  studies  of  the  birds  of  the  Bush  Hili  State  Forest  in  the  Town  of.  Farmersville  in 
Cattsraugus  County,  Bruce  Chilton  counted  15  Red  Crossbills  in  a  Red  Pine  plantation  on  the  Stebbins  Road  on 
June  17th  including  one  recently  fledged  young  bird  begging  food  from  an  adult.  Of  all  the  passerine  species 
occurring  in  our  area,  the  Red  Crossbill  and  its  congener,  the  White-winged  Crossbill  are  the  most  peripatetic  and 
erratic  in  occurrence.  Elizabeth  Brooks  believes  that  their  choice  of  habitat  is  dictated  almost  solely  by  the 
abundance  or  lack  of  their  diet  staple,  the  seed  cones  of  spruce,  hemlock  and  pines  in  the  region  in  which  they 
are  known  to  occur.  The  reforestation  of  thousands  of  acres  of  abandoned  farm  and  pasture  land  in  the  higher 
elevations  of  the  Appalachian  Plateau  region  of  Allegany,  Cattaraugus  and  Chautauqua  counties  by  the  Civilian 
Conservation  Corps  over  sixty  years  ago  has  given  the  Southern  Tier  magnificent  mature  conifer  forests  which 
have  attracted  breeding  populations  of  several  birds  of  more  boreal  affinity  including  the  Red  Crossbill  whose 
status  in  future  revisions  of  Beardslee  and  Mitchell’s  seminal  work  should  be  upgraded  from  rare  visitor  to 
locally  distributed  uncommon  resident  in  Southern  Tier  counties. 

Other  observations  of  interest  in  July  include  Bill  Watson’s  record  of  a  pair  of  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers 
“feeding  unseen  young  in  nest”  on  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  on  July  10th.  It  is  the  first  July  nesting 
record  for  this  species  in  our  study  area  and  possibly  the  state.  Vivian  Pitzrick 's  discovery  of  a  female  Prairie 
Warbler  on  a  nest  containing  three  eggs  in  an  abandoned  upland  shrubby  pasture  “about  a  half  mile  north  of 
Amity  Lake”  in  the  Town  of  Amity  in  Allegany  County  on  July  26th  is  unprecedentedly  late  in  our  study  area 
and  probably  the  state,  as  well.  The  discovery  of  a  singing  male  Northern  Parula  Warbler  in  a  grove  of  deciduous 
trees  adjacent  to  the  Allegheny  Reservoir  on  the  West  Perimeter  Road  in  the  Town  of  South  Valley  in 
Cattaraugus  County  represents  a  new  locale  for  this  rare  summer  resident  in  our  study  area.  The  bird  was  heard 
and  seen  by  Willie  D  'Anna  and  Dave  Gagne  on  July  12th. 

Joseph  Thill 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Pied- billed  Grebe 

10 

13a,15vg 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

6,27 

9,10 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

44 

9,29 

211,341 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

(4 

22 

136,  27  nests 

Reef  Lighthouse 

Watson 

44 

28 

112 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Great  Blue  Heron 

7,18 

18y,17yg 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

44 

26 

35 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgan  te 

Great  Egret 

7,14 

4a  lOyg,  1 1 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

44 

10,26 

2  2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson,  Morgan  te 

44 

10,29 

6,8 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  Chilton 

44 

20,27 

1,2 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

44 

28 

1 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Hess 

Green- wing  Teal 

26 

2a+yg 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgan  te 

Northern  Pintail 

19,30 

op 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’ Anna,  Andrle  et  al 

Northern  Shoveler 

10 

5 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

7,28 

8,  2a,12yg 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Redhead 

10,20 

1,1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

RinR-necked  Duck  6,13 ,20,27 

0^0  0 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

44 

10,25 

O  0 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Greater  Scaup 

6,13,20 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

44 

10.25 

1,1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

6,27 

3,2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans,  Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

6,27 

11,14 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans,  Watson 

Osprey 

2,5 

la,lyg 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Hess 

44 

6 

1 

Langford  Pond 

McKale,  Johnson 

44 

13 

6a,  8yg 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

44 

19,25,31 

1,3,1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’ Anna, Watson,  Roberson 

44 

19 

3 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Bald  Eagle 

9,31 

lad,3yg 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Roberson 

44 

19,30 

1  ad,  lad 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

22  29 

1,1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Chilton 

44 

27 

1  ad. 

Attica  Reservoir 

D’Anna 

Northern  Goshawk 

5 

lad,  lvg 

Pike  Twp. 

D’ Annaetal 

44 

21 

1 

Pike  Twp. 

Watson  etal 

Common  Moorhen 

20 

la,  2y 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

Semi  pal  mated  Plover 

20F,27 

o  n 

So.  Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

26 

3 

Smithv  die,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

31 

1 

Lancaster  Twp: 

Morgan  te 

1(X) 
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Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Greater  Yellovvlegs 

10F.13 

1,1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson,  Seamans 

u 

19,30 

2,1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’ Anna,  Andrle  et  al 

44 

20 

2 

So.  Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Lesser  Yellovvlegs 

6F,  10 

3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

44 

10 

6 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

19,25,30 

40,44,65 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna,  Watson,  Andrle 

44 

20 

2 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

19F 

1 

East  Amherst 

•  Morgan  te 

44 

19F 

5 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

20 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

44 

20 

2 

So.  Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

10,22 

17,21 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

26 

50 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgan  te 

Upland  Sandpiper 

5 

1 

Centerville  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

22F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

20F 

3 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Morgante,  Byron(BOS) 

Least  Sandpiper 

6F,  13 

9,36 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

44 

10 

4 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Watson 

44 

20,27 

18,11 

So.  Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

27F 

2 

So.  Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Short-bill.  Dowitcher 

25F 

4 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

26 

3 

Smithville,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

American  Woodcock 

26 

10 

Wainfleet,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

20F 

10 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante,  Byron(BOS) 

44 

26 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

44 

28 

40 

Beaver  IS.  S.P. 

Watson 

Caspian  Tern 

10,26 

1,2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson,  Morgante 

44 

20 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Morgante,  Byron(BOS) 

44 

27 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Davis 

Common  Nighthawk 

23 

1 

Perrys  burg 

Davis 

Whip-poor-will 

9 

4 

Wainfleet,  Ont. 

Morgante 

44 

26 

3 

Wainfleet,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

1-31 

2  @  nest 

Irving 

Forbes 

44 

20 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante,  Byron(BOS) 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

5 

1 

Middlebury  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

6 

1  PDBA 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Davis 

Cliff  Swallow 

2 

100 

Allegany  S.P. 

Hess 

Common  Raven 

1,3 

2,1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Hess 

44 

1-31 

1-2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

44 

11,12,19 

1  1  *> 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Marsh  Wren 

20 

1 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

1,13,19 

1,4,5  PDBAs 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

5 

1  PDBA 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Morgante,  Potter 

44 

5 

1 

Farmersville  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

10,20 

2,8  PDBA 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

10 

4  PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

19 

5  PDBA 

Alfred  Twp. 

Morgante,  Brooks 

44 

19 

2  PDBA 

West  Almond  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

19 

4  PDBA 

McCartv  Hill  S.F. 

Watson 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

10 

2a,  yg 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Northern  Parula 

12 

1 

South  Valley  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Gagne 

Yellow-rump.  Warbler  21 

1 

Pike  Twp. 

Watson,  Schlacter 

44 

27 

1 

Middlebury  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Turisk 
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Name  of  Bird 

duly 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Prairie  Warbler 

5 

1 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Morganteetal 

u 

5 

1 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

D’ Annaetal 

44 

11,19 

1,1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

12,22,26 

2,l,l+3eggs 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

Northern  Waterthrush 

13 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Davis 

Clav-colored  Sparrow  1 1, 19,3 1 

1  2  1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

19 

0 

Andover  Tw  p. 

Morgante,  Brooks 

Vesper  Sparrow 

11,20,22 

o  1  1 

Andover  Tw  p. 

Brooks 

44 

19 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp. 

Andrle 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

15 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

27 

3 

Lockport  Twp. 

Morgante,  Rosenburg 

Henslow’s  Sparrow 

24 

2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

44 

27 

0 

Lockport  Twp. 

Morgante,  Rosenburg 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

1,13,19 

1,1,1  PDBAs 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

44 

8 

3  PDBA 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

44 

10 

1  PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

13 

2  PDBA 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Fox  et  al 

Orchard  Oriole 

20 

2a+lyg 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Morgante,  Byron(BOS) 

Red  Crossbill 

6 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

McKale,  Johnson 

44 

10 

2a+3yg 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

19 

3 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded  . 

. 256 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  . 

.  0 

Total  for  year . 

. 256 

Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  July  1997 

Reports  to  Dial-a-Bird  in  July  were  highlighted  by  two  Clay-colored  Sparrows,  found  on  Pingrey  Road  in 
Andover  Township,  Allegany  County.  Also  of  special  interest  during  the  month  was  a  single  Red  Crossbill 
reported  at  Prospect  Lawn  Cemetery  in  Hamburg.  - 

Good  summer  birding  could  be  found  in  Wyoming  County,  where  an  impressive  65  species  were  found  in  the 
Carlton  Hill  Multiple  Use  Area.  Located  along  Bank  Road  in  Middlebury  Township,  the  area  yielded  Yellow-b. 
Sapsuckers,  Acadian  Flycatchers  and  Hermit  Thrushes. 

As  in  June,  Sandhill  Cranes  were  once  again  reported.  At  the  Iroquois  Refuge,  four  unconfirmed  cranes  were 
reported  at  Cayuga  Pool  on  July  18. 

David  F.  Suggs 

A  Stewardship  Report 

Since  the  late  1980s  I  have  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  compiling  and  bringing  up  to  date  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society’s  census  records  and  associating  with  them  some  additional  counts  for  this  region.  Much 
but  not  all  that  I  set  out  to  do  is  now,  if  not  complete,  at  least  up  to  date  and  I  am  at  the  end  of  1997  going  to  step 
aside  to  let  others  take  on  these  responsibilities  —  assuming  that  the  Society  membership  is  prepared  to  extend 
'  these  projects.  Although  organizing  these  records  is  not  an  easy  task,  I  urge  that  the  procedures  that  1  hu\  e  set  in 
place  be  continued.  (I  will  have  more  to  say  about  this.) 
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First,  here  is  a  summary  of  what  is  now  available  and  to  which  I  have  contributed  reports: 


Count 


Computerized  Reports 


Notes 


Apnl  BOS  Region 

1979-1997 

1 

May  BOS  Region 

1935-1997 

8 

WNY  F&WS  June  Counts 

1967-1997 

8 

October  BOS  Region 

1935-1997 

9 

Buffalo  Christmas  Count 

1929-1997 

BOS  Region  Christmas  Counts 

1990-1997 

8 

Dick  Collins  compiled  these  records  from 
1979-1996.  Earlier  counts  should  be  added. 

Until  the  early  1990s  Walter  Klabunde  gathered 
and  compiled  these  18  counts 
(1997  to  be  completed  this  year) 

Bill  Bogacki  compiles  this  BOS  Count 
Eleven  counts  (1997  to  be  completed) 


(I  am  not  the  only  BOS  member  who  has  contributed  computer  records.  Dean  DiTomasso  and  David  Suggs  have  computenzed 
many  of  the  BOS  Monthly  Records  and  Mike  Galas  has  compiled  the  data  for  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  January 
Waterfowl  Counts  for  our  region.) 


I  believe  that  these  records  are  important  and  that  they  should  continue  to  be  compiled  by  computer.  In  fact  I 
believe  that  they  constitute  the  most  important  data  collected  by  this  Society  and  now  organized.  It  is  easy  to  cite 
shortcomings  of  such  censuses  —  uneven  coverage  by  differing  observers,  weather  influences,  and  even  mis- 
identifications  are  a  few  —  and  using  the  count  of  a  single  year  to  draw  conclusions  about  the  distribution  of  birds 
in  this  area  is  usually  of  small  value.  Over  longer  periods,  however,  the  compilations  take  on  meaning  and,  with 
care  and  proper  reservations,  we  can  see  clear  population  trends.  To  give  just  a  few  examples:  we  can  substantiate 
and  quantify  the  rapid  increase  and  more  recent  decline  in  House  Finch  numbers,  the  current  explosion  of 
cormorants  throughout  the  region,  and  the  disturbing  declines  in  the  populations  of  Brown  Thrashers, 
Grasshopper  and  Henslow  Sparrows,  and  even  Eastern  Meadowlarks. 

These  records  served  me  especially  well  in  preparing  my  accounts  for  the  forthcoming  Birds  of  New  York.  I 
was  also  called  upon  to  share  them  with  other  writers  both  locally  and  across  the  state.  The  editor  of  this  state 
book,  Emanuel  Levine,  tells  me  that  to  his  knowledge  no  other  region  of  the  state  —  or,  he  believes,  the  country 
—  has  comparable  records  over  such  a  long  time  period.  (I  add  that  Manny  considers  our  verification  procedures 
and  program  far  better  than  any  other  in  the  state.)  For  these  qualities  we  owe  a  great  deal  to  the  founders  and 
early  members  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

I  must  add  that  carrying  on  these  tasks  will  not  be  easy.  While  all  of  those  who  take  part  in  these  censuses  are 
responsible  colleagues,  some  are  as  difficult  to  corral  as  wild  horses.  (As  I  write  this  in  mid-August,  for  example, 
I  have  as  yet  not  received  four  of  the  eighteen  June  Counts,  yet  all  of  the  delinquent  reporters  I  consider  senous 
birders  and  indeed  close  personal  friends!)  Those  who  have  gathered  the  BOS  April,  May,  October,  and  CBC 
records  know  of  what  I  speak.  And  even  though  others  have  done  most  of  that  work  gathering  the  records,  I  have 
spent  at  least  ten  to  twenty  hours  on  each  compilation  and  report.  (This  should  come  as  a  shock  to  some  BOS 
members  who  believe  that  you  need  only  wave  records  over  a  computer  to  have  it  do  the  rest  of  the  work  for  you. 
The  computer  does  contribute  greatly  to  the  speed  and  accuracy  of  calculation  but  the  data  must  still  be  entered, 
formatted  and  checked.) 

Although  there  is  a  note  of  complaint  in  that  last  paragraph,  I  am  not  giving  up  these  tasks  in  reaction  to  those 
problems.  I  have  enjoyed  this  work  and  have  learned  a  great  deal  about  the  birds  of  this  region  in  carrying  it  out. 
Now,  however,  I  have  some  other  responsibilities  that  will  prevent  my  continuing  beyond  the  current  year.  And  I 
believe  that  there  are  fine,  contributing  Society  members  who  will  be  prepared  to  pick  up  these  tasks.  In  closing  I 
want  to  thank  all  of  those  who  have  worked  with  me  on  these  compilations.  I  cannot  list  all  of  you,  but  I  must 
mention  editor  Charlie  Halvorsen;  longer-term  compilers  Bill  Bogacki,  Walter  Klabunde,  Dick  Collins,  Mike 
Galas  and  Mike  Hamilton;  statisticians  Bob  Andrle  and  Fran  Rew;  and  weatherman  Terry  Yonker.  —  Gerry 
Rising 


103 


No.  63,  Vol.  8 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Please  Welcome  the  following  New  Associate  Members: 


Donald  W.  Anderson 
44  Poultnev  Ave. 
Buffalo,  NY  14215-2230 
Tel:  832-3381 

Robert  &  Marilyn  Bujnicki 
834  Chestnut  Street  -  #1226 
Philadelphia,  PA  19107 
Tel:  (215)  597-4640 


BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Sept.  24:  BOS  member  Dave  Newberger  will  report  on  Audubon  Bird  Camps. 

Oct.  8:  BOS  Annual  Meeting. 

Oct.  22:  Our  own  Alec  Human  will  share  his  birding  experiences  in  Central  America. 

FIELD  TRIPS 

Sept.  21:  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  around  Lewiston,  NY.  Meet  at  8:00  am.  at  Tops  market  in 

Lewiston.  Leaders:  Bill  Broderick  (745-3969)  &  Ken  Cohen  (689-9847). 

Oct.  12:  Sunday.  BOS  October  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  TBA. 

Oct.  19:  Sunday.  Iroquois  Refuge  and  Batavia  Sewage  ponds.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Tanning  Bed,  0. 1  mile 

east  of  Main  &  Transit  on  the  south  side  of  Main.  Leader:  Mike  Morgante  (685-4975). 

Oct.  25:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  counties.  Meet  at  8:00 

a.m.  in  Wright's  Corners  on  Hvvy  78  at  Tops  market  just  north  of  the  Hwy  104  intersection. 
Leader:  Willie  D 'Anna  (73 1-4348). 

Oct.  26:  Sunday.  End  of  DST.  Set  clock  back  one  hour. 
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Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS,  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  a.m. 
at  Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and 
Bob  Brock  of  BOS  (876-SB621. 


Nov.  23: 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

a#  a#  a^  a*  a#  a^  a# 

^  ^  r*» 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  51  Park  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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THE  MONTH:  August,  1997 


August  was  pleasantly  cool  but  cloudy  and  wet  for  the  most  part.  There  were  only  eight  days  of  average  or 
above  average  temperatures  recorded  at  the  local  weather  bureau  and  for  the  second  consecutive  year,  the 
thermometer  failed  to  reach  the  90j(F)  mark  in  the  region  in  June,  July  or  August,  the  first  such  negative  pairing 
since  the  summer  months  of  1980-81  (fide:  Buffalo  New s)\  the  high  temperature  for  the  period  at  Buffalo, 
86°(F)  was  recorded  on  August  9th  after  a  deep  high  pressure  system  with  prevailing  southerly  winds  from  the 
midwest  began  to  build  over  the  region  on  the  7th  giving  us  four  days  of  dry  and  sunny  weather  before  a  low 
pressure  system  from  Ontario  brought  the  first  significant  rainfall  of  the  month.  Thereafter,  until  month’s,  end, 
a  succession  of  weather  fronts  brought  generally  cloudy,  cooler  and  wet  conditions  with  occasional  sunshine. 
The  heaviest  rainfall  at  Buffalo,  1.34  inches,  occurred  during  afternoon  and  evening  downpours  on  August  15th 
with  an  additional  1.98  inch  accumulation  during  intermittent  showers  between  August  20th  and  22nd.  Total 
precipitation  for  the  month  at  Buffalo  totaled  4.67  inches,  .50  inches  above  normal;  the  average  temperature  of 
66.8j(F)  was  2.2  degrees  below  normal;  only  535  of  possible  sunshine  was  recorded,  11%  below  normal  for 
August.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

On  August  23  rd,  following  two  days  of  intermittent  rain  and  below  average  temperatures,  a  ridge  of  high 
pressure  extending  from  the  upper  Great  Lakes  to  the  Atlantic  Seaboard  spread  across  the  Niagara  Frontier  and 
dominated  our  weather  until  month’s  end.  This  system  brought  the  first  cold  front  of  the  autumn  season, 
precipitating  a  significant  passage  of  neotropical  migrants,  however,  most  field  observers  found  the  migration 
unremarkable  with  no  significant  drop-downs,  probably  due  in  part  to  fly-overs  in  the  clear  night  skies  with 
sparse  cloud  cover  in  late  August.  Indeed,  it  was  not  until  August  29th  when  Peter  Yoerg  identified  twelve 
species  of  warblers  among  other  migrants  along  Ellicott  Creek  in  the  Glen  Park  in  the  Village  of  Williamsville, 
that  the  compiler  received  of  this  number  of  parulids  in  one  location. 

With  no  spectacular  flights  of  warblers  and  other  passerine  migrants  to  divert  us,  waterbirds  again  occupied 
the  attention  of  many  of  our  observers  in  August.  Once  again  this  month  there  was  a  remarkable  find  at  the  city 
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of  Batavia  Waste  Water  Treatment  Facility  in  Genesee  County.  On  the  morning  of  August  31st,  Gerry  Rising, 
Gale  Seamans  and  Bob  Wagner  found  two  Eared  Grebes  “drifting  quietly  on  open  water”  in  a  tertiary  pond  at 
that  facility  where  they  studied  the  birds  at  length  from  some  75  yards  distant  with  spotting  scopes  including 
Geriy’s  60xQuestar.  One  bird  was  an  adult  male  still  in  breeding  plumage  while  observers  could  not  decide  if 
the  second  grebe,  which  was  smaller  than  its  companion  in  basic  plumage,  was  a  juvenile  or  an  adult  in  winter 
plumage.  The  BOS  species  database  indicates  20  previous  confirmed  sightings  of  Eared  Grebes  in  our  study  area 
since  it  was  first  recorded  in  1950.  The  Waste  Water  Facility  birds  constitute  the  first, record  for  the  month  of 
August  and  first  summer  occurrence;  they  are  also  only  the  second  pair  to  be  recorded.  The  Batavia  facility  was 
also  scene  of  the  only  phalarope  record  for  August.  On  the  14th,  Pat  O’Donnell  of  Niagara  Falls  found  two 
Red-necked  Phalarope  in  winter  plumage  swimming  in  a  sewage  pond  there.  A  Red-necked  Phalarope  in  similar 
plumage,  apparently  on  these  birds,  was  seen  by  several  observers  at  that  location  on  the  following  two  days. 

During  the  early  evening  hours  of  August  27th,  Mike  Morgante  and  Bill  Watson  went  to  Woodlawn  Beach 
State  Park  in  the  Town  of  Hamburg  in  response  to  a  “grapevine”  call  reporting  an  American  Avocet  on  the  Lake 
Erie  shoreline  of  the  park  beach.  Upon  reaching  the  beach,  Morgante  and  Watson  immediately  located  the  bird  in 
the  company  of  a  flock  of  Ring-billed  Gulls  at  the  shoreline  where,  aside  from  obvious  morphological 
differences,  its  “sandy  cinnamon-brown”  neck  and  breast,  black  and  white  mantle,  slender  neck  and  long  black 
bill  curved  upward  at  the  tip,  made  identification  unmistakable.  The  avocet  is  an  occasional  summer  and  early 
fall  visitant  in  our  study  area;  there  have  been  23  confirmed  sightings  since  1964  with  eight  of  the  records  along 
the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  Chautauqua  County  where  it  was  most  recently  reported  at  Barcelona  in  the 
Town  of  Westfield  in  August,  1994. 

There  were  two  more  sightings  of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  in  the  Niagara  Falls  area  this  month.  On  August 
5th,  Willie  D’Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  found  a  first  year  bird  of  this  species  in  a  flock  of  gulls  on  the  shoreline  of 
the  Sir  Adam  Beck  generating  station  reservoir  at  Queenston,  Ontario  where  it  was  observed  both  standing  on 
the  bank  and  in  flight.  On  the  25th,  Bill  Watson  found  an  adult  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  among  a  flock  of 
Herring  Gulls  standing  on  rocks  in  the  upper  rapids  of  the  Niagara  River  \  mile  upstream  from  Goat  Island  in  the 
Niagara  Reservation  State  Park.  In  both  instances  the  observers  distinguished  these  gulls  from  their  congeners  b  y 
their  smaller,  slimmer  body  dimensions  and  bill  size  as  well  as  contrasting  plumages.  There  are  now  three 
August  records  for  this  species,  all  in  the  Niagara  Falls  area. 

A  boating  outing  on  the  Niagara  River  in  the  early  afternoon  of  August  10th  proved  a  serendipitous  occasion 
for  Brian  Lewandowski  and  his  wife.  As  they  cruised  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Strawberry  Island  at  Buffao, 
Lewandowski  noticed  a  flock  of  gulls  and  a  white  egret  in  the  shallows  of  the  shoreline.  Closer  investigation 
with  binoculars  revealed  that  the  bird  in  question  was  not,  as  anticipated,  a  Great  Egret  from  the  thriving  colony 
downriver  on  Motor  Island  but  its  smaller  cousin  a  Snowy  Egret  which  he  easily  identified  by  its  signature  neck 
and  mantle  plumes,  dark  bill  and  yellow  feet.  Within  five  minutes  of  their  discovery,  the  Lewandowskis  were 
thrilled  to  se  the  bird  joined  by  a  second  Snowy  Egret  and  spent  an  enjoyable  thirty  minutes  watching  them 
foraging  in  the  shallows.  Written  verification  of  this  record  is  forthcoming.  The  snowy  Egret  has  become  a 
virtually  annual  summer  vagrant  on  the  upper  Niagara  River  in  the  past  five  years  but  the  present  find  is  the 
first  report  of  two  birds  of  this  species  together  on  that  waterway. 

In  other  items  of  interest,  in  the  course  of  an  East  Aurora  Bird  Club  field  trip  to  the  wetlands  of  the  Oak 
Orchard  area  on  August  12th,  Cathy  Mueller  counted  15  Great  Egrets  at  the  Cayuga  Pool  overlook  of  the 
Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  on  the  Lewiston  Road  in  Genesee  County.  Our  faithful  correspondent  from 
Allegany  County,  Vivian  Pitzrick  reports  that  the  record  late  nesting  of  Prairie  Warblers  in  Amity  Township  in 
that  county  in  July  (See  Prothonotary,  vol.  63 ;8,  pg.  99,  1997)has  produced  young;  on  August  7th,  she 
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discovered  three  unfledged  young  birds  in  the  nest,  also  a  late  record  date  for  New  York  State  for  the  discovery 
of  a  brooding  adult  of  this  species  and  young  in  the  nest.  OlgaRosche’s  discovery  of  a  Yellow-breasted  Chat  in 
heavy  shrubbery  on  Factory  Road  in  the  Town  of  Sheldon  in  Wyoming  County  on  August  19th  apparently 
involves  the  same  bird  seen  by  Alice  McKale  and  members  of  the  East  Aurora  Bird  Club  at  that  location  in  June 
and  remains  the  only  record  for  this  elusive  summer  resident  in  our  study  area  for  1997. 

Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Aug. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Homed  Grebe 

24F 

1 

Wilson  Twp.. 

D’Anna 

*  Eared  Grebe 

31 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans  Rising 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

6,25 

491,833 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

11,25 

16,40 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

44 

18 

164 

Reef  Lighthouse 

Watson 

44 

2631 

65;73 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson;  Seamans 

Great  Egret 

2-31 

3  max. 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

44 

3,11,18 

4yg.,5,5 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

44 

12,26 

15,10 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Mueller,  Watson 

44 

17 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

24,31 

5,6 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

Green-winged  Teal 

14 

12 

Batavia  WWTP 

P.  O’Donnell 

44 

15 

2 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson  et  al 

American  Black  Duck 

14 

18 

Batavia  WWTP 

P.  O’Donnell 

Blue- winged  Teal 

26,31 

43,66 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson,  Seamans 

Northern  Shovel er 

10,26,31 

1,22,66 

Batavia  WWTP 

D’Anna,,  Watson,  Seamans 

Redhead 

26 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

3,24 

2,1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

^  44 

10 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

15,26 

2,1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson  et  al 

Greater  Scaup 

3,24 

U 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

44 

10 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

15,26 

u 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson  et  al 

Lesser  Scaup  3, 

10,24,31 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

44 

15,26 

2,3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson  et  al 

Red-br.  Merganser 

18 

1 

Bertie,  Ont. 

Watson 

44 

25 

13 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

3,31 

14,17 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

Osprey 

3;17 

8;2 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson;  Schweigert 
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Name  of  Bird 

Aug. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Osprey 

10;12 

2;1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’ Anna;  Mueller  et  al 

44 

10F 

1 

East  Eden  Pond 

Andrle 

44 

12 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Mueller(EABC) 

44 

15 

2@nest 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  Yoerg,  Chilton 

44 

18 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson 

44 

24 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

V&MPitzrick 

44 

25 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

30 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Bald  Eagle 

3;17 

2  ad.  ;3 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson;  Schweigert 

44 

9 

1  ad. 

Attica  Reservoir 

Fox 

Virginia  Rail 

23 

1 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Common  Moorhen 

31 

3  yg. 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

Black-bellied  Plover 

17F,30 

1,13 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

44 

24 

2 

Moulton,  Ont. 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

Amer.  Golden-Plover 

24F 

4 

Royal  ton  Twp. 

Mark  Morgan te 

Potter,  D’Anna 

44 

30 

5 

Porter  Twp. 

44 

30 

23 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Semi  pal  mated  Plover 

16 

9 

Allegheny  reservoir 

Schweigert 

44 

17,30 

11,14 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

Killdeer 

17,30 

121,112 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  etal 

*  American  A  vocet 

27 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Watson,  Morgan  te 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

8 

5 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

16 

12 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante  et  al 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

15 

50 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson  et  al 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

2 

33 

Burgeson  W.S. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

16,17 

12,5 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert  et  al 
D’Anna,  Potter 

Ruddy  T  umstone 

2 

1 

Burgeson  W.S. 

Sanderling 

16F,26 

1,2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante,  Watson 

44 

17 

3 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

24 

9 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

Least  Sandpiper 

14 

40 

Batavia  WWTP 

P.  O’Donnell 

44 

16 

51 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

16F 

1 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

23 

2 

St.  Catherines,  Ont. 

44 

30 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

3,10 

3,2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

44 

17,30 

2,2 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

44 

17 

2 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert  etal 

D’Anna  etal 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

10F 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

15,16 

12,7 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson,  Morgante 

44 

17,30 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  etal 

44 

18 

3 

Bertie,  Ont. 

Watson 

Common  Snipe 

30 

9 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

14F 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

P.  O’Donnell 

44 

15 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson  et  al 

44 

16 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante  et  al 

Little  Gull 

27F 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Morgante,  Watson 
D’Anna 

44 

29 

1 

Goat  Island 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

16 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante  et  al 

D’Anna  et  al 

Lesser  Black-b.  Gull 

5 

1 

Queenston  Reservoir 

44 

25 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Caspian  Tern 

10;  15,26 

2;2,12 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna;  Watson 

44 

10 

8 

Straw  be  rry  Island 

Lewandowski 
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Name  of  Bird 

Aug. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Caspian  T  em 

15 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson  et  al 

44 

L6;24,31 

2;3,2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante;  Seamans 

44 

16 

2 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

44 

17 

2 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

18 

10 

Strawberry  Island 

Watson 

Black  Tern 

12 

3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Mueller(EABC) 

44 

12 

6 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Mueller(EABC) 

44 

16 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante  et  al 

Common  Nighthawk 

19,26 

15,55 

Kenmore 

Thill 

44 

23 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodski 

44 

31 

6 

Orchard  Park  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

31 

19 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Hess 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

1-31 

2  @  nest 

Evangola  S.P. 

Forbes 

44 

23 

1 

Windmill  Point,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

26 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

N.Rough-w.  Swallow 

3 

33 

Eden  Valley 

Andrie 

Bank  Swallow 

16;26 

250;300 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante,  Watson 

Cliff  Swallow 

24;26 

6;2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans;  Watson 

Common  Raven 

5 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

44 

6,15,26 

2,1,2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

14 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

29F 

2 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

44 

29F 

1 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

44 

31 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Carolina  Wren 

17,25 

2,1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

18 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson 

44 

25;29 

i;i 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Watson;  Andrie 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

5 

1PDBA 

Phillips  Creek  S.F. 

Watson  et  al 

44 

5 

2PDBA 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

44 

5 

2PDBA 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

29 

3 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

3 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Northern  Mockingbird 

30 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Brown  Thrasher 

17 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

29 

1 

T  onawanda  T  wp. 

Hess 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

29F 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

44 

31 

2 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

26 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

3  IF 

2 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Tennessee  Warbler 

24F 

1 

Eden  Valley 

Andrie 

44 

26 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Nashville  Warbler 

24F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

30 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Yellow  Warbler 

18 

40 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

24 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

44 

29F 

1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Magnolia  Warbler 

3  OF 

11 

Porter  &  Wilson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Cape  May  Warbler 

1  IF 

1  banded 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

31 

2 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Blk.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

30F 

2 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Yellow-rump.  Warbler 

29F 

2 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Blk.thr.  Green  Warb. 

31F 

2 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

25F 

1 

Eden  Valley 

Andrie 
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Name  of  Bird 

Aug. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

31 

2 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Prairie  Warbler 

7 

nestlings 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick,  Brooks 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

29F 

2 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Yoerg 

D’Anna 

44 

30 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

24F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

44 

31 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

Black-and-white  Warb. 

24F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

44 

31 

3 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Northern  Waterthrush 

17F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

24 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

S.  O’Donnell 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

23  F 

1 

Windmill  Point,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

24 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Canada  Warbler 

18F,24 

U 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Watson 

44 

23 

1 

Windmill  Point,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Y  el  low- breasted  Chat 

19 

1 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

1-21 

15  max. 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

Vesper  Sparrow 
Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

30F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Potter 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

5 

1PDBA 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Watson  et  al 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 255 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue .  2 

Total  for  year . .  .  .  257 


Statisticians’  Note 

Henceforth  observations  of  adult  Mute  Swans  on  which  the  orange  and  black  bill  and  the  prominent  frontal 
black  knob  at  the  base  of  the  upper  mandible  can  be  clearly  seen,  will  not  require  a  Verification  Report.  Please 
note  on  your  record  that  these  field  marks  have  been  observed. 

Robert  F.  Andde 
Frances  M.  Rew 

Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  August  1997 

Most  of  August  was  a  quiet  month,  until  an  American  Avocet  at  Woodlawn  Beach  in  Hamburg  woke  the 
Hotline  on  August  27.  Until  then,  the  diversity  and  number  of  shorebird  reports  was  unremarkable. 

Boaters  on  the  Niagara  River  reported  a  unique  sighting  to  Dial-a-Bird  on  August  10.  Two  (!)  Snowy  Egrets, 
with  black  legs  and  yellow  feet,  were  seen  in  a  cove  at  Strawberry  Island.  Great  Egrets  and  Caspian  Terns  were 
widely  reported  by  the  middle  of  the  month.  Another  interesting  white  plumaged  bird  was  an  apparent  albino  Bank 
Swallow  in  a  nesting  colony  at  the  Countryside  Gravel  Ponds  in  Dayton  Township. 

David  F.  Suggs 
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MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Please  Welcome  the  following  New  Associate  Member: 

Sara  R.  Moms 
1124  Colome  Dr. 

Farmington,  NY  14425 

Please  Welcome  the  following  New  Corresponding  Member: 

Lorraine  M.  Rust 
67  Parkside  Dr. 

Berkley,  CA  94705 


BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


Oct.  22:  Our  own  Alec  Human  will  share  his  birding  experiences  in  Central  America. 

Dec.  10:  Join  us  for  our  annual  Holiday  Celebration.  Bring  a  treat  to  share  and  enjoy  an  evening  of  fun  and 

friendship. 

FIELD  TRIPS 

Oct.  25:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  counties.  Meet  at  8:00 

a.m.  in  Wright's  Comers  on  Hwy  78  at  Tops  market  just  north  of  the  Hwy  104  intersection. 
Leader:  Willie  D  'Anna  (73 1-4348). 

Oct.  26:  Sunday.  End  of  DST.  Set  clock  back  one  hour. 

Nov.  23:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS,  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  a.m. 

at  Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and 
Bob  Brock  of  BOS  (876-SB621. 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Tnp  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 
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THE  MONTH:  September,  1997 

Once  again  in  September,  fast  moving  alternating  low  and  high  pressure  systems  crossing  the  region  gave 
us  a  cloudy  but  pleasantly  mild  month  with  no  major  meteorological  disturbances  or  pronounced  temperature 
fluctuations  until  the  last  three  days  of  the  period.  On  September  28th,  a  deep  low  pressure  system  from 
Quebec  ushered  in  a  cold  front  accompanied  by  thunderstorms  and  g^le  force  winds  with  gusts  exceeding  70 
mph  in  Erie,  Niagara  and  Genesee  counties;  this  storm  caused  considerable  property  damage  and  loss  of  electric 
power  from  downed  trees  and  tree  limbs  and  other  power  line  disruptions.  The  average  temperature  for 
September  was  60.5°(F),  1.4  degrees  below  normal  for  the  period;  the  high  temperature  for  the  month,  79°(F) 
was  recorded  on  the  1st  and  it  was  the  first  September  in  22  years  without  a  single  80  degree  day  (fide:  Buffalo 
News).  Precipitation  measured  5.06  inches,  .57  inches  above  average,  2.13  inches  of  which  fell  during  the  violent 
weather  on  September  28-29th;  again  this  month,  only  53%  of  possible  sunshine  was  recorded,  4%  below 
normal. (Meteorological  conditions  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

Early  on  the  morning  of  September  30th,  following  the  passage  of  the  weather  front  of  the  previous  day 
and  a  clearing  of  precipitation,  the  strong  winds  generated  by  the  deep  low  pressure  system  shifted  to  a 
southwesterly  direction  with  gusts  up  to  40  mph  continuing  to  buffet  the  area.  Such  were  the  atmospherics 
which  brought  Bob  Andrle  to  the  sand  and  gravel  shoreline  at  the  Woodlawn  Beach  State  Park  in  the  Town  of 
Hamburg  on  that  date  when  anticipation  became  reality  as  he  observed  a  dark  brown  larid  in  pursuit  of  a  Ring¬ 
billed  Gull  some  150  to  175  meters  offshore.  The  bird,  slender  of  body  with  slim  pointed  wings  and  a 
conspicuous  white  area  at  the  base  of  its  primaries,  was  identified  by  Andrle  as  an  immature  Parasitic  Jaeger,  an 
^regular  rare  Fall  vagrant  in  our  study  area  and  the  first  record  for  the  season  in  western  New  York.  At 
midmoming,  Mike  Turisk,  also  in  anticipation  of  the  unusual,  braved  the  strong  offshore  southwest  winds  at  the 
Lake  Erie  shore  at  that  park  and  was  rewarded  with  the  sighting  of  another  dark  larid  tacking  against  the  wind 
over  the  choppy  lake  waters  some  200  yards  distant.  Turisk  described  his  find  as  more  streamlined  and  with 
narrower  wings  than  the  Ring-billed  Gulls  it  was  observed  pursuing  and  also  identified  it  as  an  immature 


113 


No.  63,  Vol.  10 


Parasitic  Jaeger.  He  also  obtained  a  brief  glimpse  of  “a  very  dark  jaeger”  with  conspicuous  pale  primary  wing 
shafts,  aggressively  pursuing  an  adult  Ring-billed  Gull  some  400  yards  offshore  in  the  lake  but  it  disappeared 
from  his  field  of  vision  before  he  could  ascertain  field  marks  to  identify  it  as  to  species.  On  the  morning  of 
September  20th,  Willie  D’ Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  were  engaged  in  a  study  of  the  gulls,  roosting  and  in  flight,  at 
the  Reservoir  State  Park  in  the  Town  of  Lewiston  in  Niagara  County.  This  park,  as  the  name  implies,  is 
dominated  by  a  reservoir  of  several  hundred  acres  supplying  water  to  the  Robert  Moses  Power  Station  on  the 
lower  Niagara  River,  two  miles  to  the  west.  On  that  date,  while  scanning  a  mixed  flock  of  gulls  on  a  lawn 
adjacent  to  the  reservoir.  Potter  detected  a  bird  slightly  smaller  in  bodily  proportions  than  the  Herring  Gulls 
with  which  it  associated  and  with  a  “slightly  darker”  mantle  than  those  larids  and  the  adult  Ring-billed  Gulls  also 
present.  Further  scrutiny  revealed  the  gull  had  greenish-yellow  legs  and  a  yellow  bill  with  a  diagnostic  red  spot 
on  the  lower  mandible  identifying  it  as  an  adult  California  Gull.  The  present  record  represents  the  sixth  consec¬ 
utive  year  single  birds  of  this  species  have  been  observed  in  the  Niagara  Falls  area  in  autumn  and  early  winter 
and  the  earliest  date  of  occurrence,  the  first  being  on  November  29,  1992  when  Indiana  birder  Dick  Plank  found 
an  adult  among  the  myriad  Ring-bills  and  Herring  Gulls  in  the  lower  Niagara  River  gorge  at  the  Adam  Beck 
Power  station  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario.  Earlier  in  the  week.  Plank  found  a  Mew  Gull  in  the  gorge  at  Queenston 
and  then  capped  his  performance  on  that  exciting  weekend  with  the  discovery  of  an  adult  Slaty-backed  Gull,  an 
Asiatic  species  and  apparently  the  first  record  for  eastern  North  America!  The  bird  was  discovered  feeding  on 
refuse  in  an  open  landfill  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario.  But  I  digress.  Since  1992,  adult  California  Gulls  have  been 
reported  in  December  1993,  and  1996;  an  immature  (second  winter)  California  Gull  was  reported  in  December, 
1994  and  an  adult  in  November,  1995.  It  is  speculated  that  a  small  population  of  this  species  may  now  be 
resident  on  the  Atlantic  Seaboard  and  not  merely  stragglers  from  west  of  the  100th  Meridian. 

Among  other  records  of  interest,  on  September  1  st  Mike  Morgante  again  reported  the  two  Eared  Grebes 
first  seen  at  the  Waste  Water  Treatment  Facility  on  Industrial  Boulevard  in  the  City  of  Batavia  in  August,  and 
which  remained  there  on  Tertiary  pond  #1  for  the  rest  of  September.  Morgante  remarked  that  he  has  been 
informed  that  this  is  the  third  year  that  an  Eared  Grebe  has  been  seen  at  the  treatment  facility  in  summer,  (see 
Prothonotary  vo\.  63:9,  pg.  107,  1997).  Sightings  of  Merlins  in  their  autumn  passage  through  our  region  continue 
to  increase.  On  September  6th,  Willie  D  Anna  and  his  party  saw  an  adult  Merlin  in  a  wooded  section  of  Goat 
Island  in  the  Niagara  Reservation  State  Park  at  Niagara  Falls  where  it  was  observed  pursuing  small  passerines. 
On  the  14th,  Fran  Rew  and  her  party  observed  an  immature  female  Merlin  at  the  Countryside  Gravel  Company 
property  on  NY  Route  #62  in  the  Town  of  Dayton  in  Cattaraugus  County  and  on  the  20th,  Willie  D’Anna  saw 
a  “dark  brownish”  Merlin  in  flight  at  the  Woodlawn  Beach  State  Park.  On  September  8th,  Alec  Humann  was 
watching  a  “feeding  flock”  of  mixed  passerines  in  the  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  in  Buffalo  when  a  Red  Crossbill  flew 
overhead,  announcing  its  presence  by  its  undulating  flight  and  its  loud  and  repetitive  “jit-jit  jit  jit  jit”  call  notes. 
Finally,  television  tower  kills  have  long  been  identified  as  a  major  source  of  passerine  mortality  when 
climatological  conditions  favor  nocturnal  migration  with  clear  skies  or  minimal,  rain-free  overcast.  Since  1966, 
Arthur  Clark,  Curator  of  Vertebrate  Zoology  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  has  faithfully  monitored  the  kill 
of  migrating  birds  attracted  to  beacon  lights  atop  these  towers  which  transmit  signals  to  local  broadcasters  from 
elevated  rural  areas  in  southern  Erie  County.  This  month,  Clark  recorded  only  four  days  when  the  evening 
Weather  seemed  propitious  for  such  flights.  On  the  following  mornings,  he  recovered  a  total  of  only  36  “feather 
puddles”,  tower  monitors  ai^ot  for  the  remains  of  stricken  birds  after  predation  by  owls  at  the  base  of  the 
structure;  no  intact  specimens  were  recovered  and  Clark’s  examination  of  the  feathers  did  not  seem  to  indicate 
any  surprising  extra-limital  species  among  the  victims. 

Joseph  Thill 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

21F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgante 

44 

21F 

3 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Watson 

44 

24 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

Homed  Grebe 

4;7 

u 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson;  Fox 

Eared  Grebe 

1 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

44 

4,19 

2,1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

7 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

1 

50 

Batavia  WWTP. 

Morgante 

44 

5 

216 

Motor  IS.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

44 

13,23 

1070,876 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

14 

2 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

Least  Bittern 

1;13 

1,2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Yoerg;  Humann 

Great  Egret 

1-21 

3  max. 

TonawandaTwp. 

Hess 

44 

4.19 

10,4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

4;26 

8,19 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson;  Chilton 

44 

14 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

4 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Green- winged  Teal 

1 

12 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

American  Black  Duck 

1 

4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Northern  Pintail 

4 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Blue- winged  Teal 

4 

80 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Northern  Shoveler 

1;19 

40,112 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante;  Watson 

Gad  wall 

4 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

6 

3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

American  Wigeon 

6 

4 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

44 

19 

80 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

19 

32 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Redhead 

4 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

19 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

4 

4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Greater  Scaup 

4 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

1;19 

3,3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante;  Watson 

White-winged  Scoter 

21F 

2 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna;  Watson 

Common  Merganser 

28 

3 

Dayton  Twp. 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

1;19 

15,21 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante;  Watson 

Osprey 

13 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Humann 

44 

28 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Osprey 

28 

2 

Dayton  Twp. 

Watson 

115 


No.  63,  Vol.  10 


Name  of  Bird 

7 

Sept. 

1  imm. 

Number 

Dayton  T  wp. 

Location 

Schweigert,  Crouse 

Observer  Bald  Eagle 

44 

12 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Chilton 

44 

18 

1  imm. 

Buffalo 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
D’Anna  et  al 

Merlin 

6 

1 

Goat  Island 

44 

14 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert,  Rew,  Watson 

44 

20 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

D’Anna  etal 

Peregrine  Falcon 

21 

1  imm. 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

27 

1  imm. 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

27 

1 

Grand  Island 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Black-bellied  Plover 

21 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

44 

28 

1 

VillanovaTwp. 

Watson 

44 

28 

9 

Clarence  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Amer.  Golden  Plover 

4;13,16 

7,75,30 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson;  Morgan  te 

44 

14;21,28 

115;76,27 

Dayton  T  wp. 

Rew;  Schweigert;  Watson 
Watson,  D’Anna 

44 

21 

8 

Porter  Twp. 

44 

28 

2 

VillanovaTwp. 

Watson 

Semipalmated  Plover 

7,21 

17,12 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

14,21 

u 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

1 

35 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

44 

13 

2 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

4 

1 

Clarence  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

8 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

Whimbrel 

14 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  S.P. 

Ruscher  Jr. 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

7,21 

13,5 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

Least  Sandpiper 

7,21 

2,1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

13 

8 

Clarence  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

28 

10 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

D’Anna,  Morgante 

Dunlin 

6F 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Short- billed  Dowitcher  1 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

44 

7,14 

1,1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

Common  Snipe 

7,21 

8,53 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

44 

28 

8 

Clarence  Twp. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

*  Parasitic  Jaeger 

30 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Andrle 

44 

30 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Turisk 

Jaeger  sp. 

*  Franklin’s  Gull 

30 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Turisk 

13-26 

2  max. 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Humann  et  al 

Little  Gull 

13 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Humann,  Brinkley 

44 

22 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Turisk 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

11 

2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

California  Gull 

20 

1 

Reservoir  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Lesser  Black-b.  Gull 

3 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Caspian  Tern 

16 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Mueller(EABC) 

D’Anna,  Watson 

44 

21L 

2 

Wilson  Twp. 

Common  Tern 

5 

100 

Strawberry  Island 

Watson 

44 

14 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

D’Anna 

*  Forster’s  Tern 

6F 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

44 

felack  Tern 

14-20 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Humann,  Barton 

16-20 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Humann,  Barton 

Common  Nighthawk 

1 

13 

WainfleetTwp.,  Ont. 

Davis 

44 

1,17 

34,7 

T  onawanda  T  wp. 

Hess 

44 

7 

7 

Wilson  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

14 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodski 

44 

16 

2 

West  Seneca 

Wojewodski 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Chimney  Swift 

23  ;29 

80,50 

Buffalo 

Humann,  Yoerg 

Ruby-th.  Hummingbird 

19 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodski 

44 

26L 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

20 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgan  te 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

21F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

(4 

26 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Chilton 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

14 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

28 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgan  te 

Alder/Willow  Rye. 

13 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Morgan  te 

Willow  Rycatcher 

16L 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Gr.  Crest  Rycatcher 

14L 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Purple  Martin 

7 

500 

Goat  Island 

Morgante 

44 

19L 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Tree  Swallow 

28 

30 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

N.  Rough-w.  Swallow 

7 

500 

Goat  Island 

Morgante 

Bank  Swallow 

26L 

3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Chilton 

Common  Raven 

15,24 

U 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Red-breast  Nuthatch 

7 

12 

Wilson  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Carolina  Wren 

6-14 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

several  observers 

44 

14 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Pitzrick,  Spencer 

44 

21 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Winter  Wren 

16 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

44 

21 

4 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgante 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

6 

8PDBA 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

20F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

44 

20F 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

21F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgante 

44 

21F 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Morgante 

Blue-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

20L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

44 

20L 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

D’Anna  etal 

Eastern  Bluebird 

8 

3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

14F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

23 

12 

Buffalo 

Humann 

44 

30 

1  (banded) 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

13F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

16 

5 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

23 

43 

Buffalo 

Humann 

Hermit  Thrush 

28F 

3 

Wilson  &  Porter 

D’Anna  et  al 

American  Robin 

7 

200 

Wilson  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Northern  Mockingbird 

1-7 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

44 

18 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

Brown  Thrasher 

13 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

44 

14 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

21 

3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann,  Barton 

American  Pipit 

21F 

2 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

21F 

6 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Watson 

44 

f 

21F 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  etal 

telue-headed  Vireo 

13F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

Warbling  Vireo 

21 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

44 

27L 

1 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Yoerg 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

14 

2 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

27 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

44 

27 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

4,11 

U 

44 

12 

1 

44 

14L 

1 

“Brewster’s  Warbler” 

13 

1 

Tennessee  Warbler 

14,24 

2 

44 

19 

2 

44 

22 

1 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

28 

1 

Northern  Parula 

14F 

1 

44 

14F 

2 

44 

14F 

1 

44 

19 

1 

44 

21 

2 

Yellow  Warbler 

7,11 

3,1 

44 

21L 

1 

Cape  May  Warbler 

27 

1 

Blk.thr.  Blue  Warbler 

30 

1 

Yellow-rump.  Warbler 

6 

40 

44 

16 

35 

Pine  Warbler 

14;20 

2,1 

44 

14 

1 

Palm  Warbler 

6F;14 

2,15 

44 

16 

7 

American  Redstart 

27 

1 

Ovenbird 

28 

1 

Northern  Waterthrush 

14L 

1 

Mourning  Warbler 

11 

1 

44 

13L 

1 

Hooded  Warbler 

26L 

1 

Canada  Warbler 

20 

1 

Scarlet  Tanager 

24L 

1 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

27 

1 

44 

27 

1 

44 

27 

1 

White- thr.  Sparrow 

6 

10 

44 

13F 

1 

44 

14 

2 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

24F 

1 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

21 

12 

Bobolink 

7 

2 

44 

14L 

5 

Rusty  Blackbird 

22F 

2 

Baltimore  Oriole 

14L 

3 

Purple  Finch 

14 

13 

Red  Crossbill 

8 

1 

*Pine  Siskin 

5 

1 

Location 

Observer 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann,  Watson 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Turisk 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

Wilson-Tusk.  S.P. 

Potter 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodski 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Chilton 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Yoerg 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Goat  Island 

Roberson;  D’Anna 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna;  Roberson 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Mueller(EABC) 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Yoerg 

VillanovaTwp. 

Watson 

Lakeside  Beach  S.P. 

Ruscher  Jr. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Chilton 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

Lakeside  Beach  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

D’Anna 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Wilson-Tusk. 

Potter 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgante 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann,  Brinkley 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Chilton 

Golden  Hill  S.P 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann,  Brinkley 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodski 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 257 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue .  4 

Total  for  year . . 261 


118 


No.  63,  Vol.  10 


Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  September  1997 

A  very  surprising  California  Gull  was  the  Hotline  call  of  the  month.  Found  on  the  lawn  at  Reservoir  State 
Park  in  Lewiston  on  September  20,  it  was  hoped  to  be  relocated  for  the  BOS  Field  Trip  the  next  day.  There  were 
no  follow  up  sightings.  Other  gulls  reported  from  the  Niagara  River  during  the  month  were  Black-headed  Gull, 

Sabine's  Gull,  Franklin's  Gull  and  Little  Gull.  Good  gulls  in  mild  September  weather.  D  . 

Dial-a-Bird  reports  in  September  were  highlighted  by  a  month-long  visit  by  two  Eared  Grebes  at  the  Batavia 
Waste  Water  Plant.  Flocks  of  American  Golden-Plovers  throughout  the  region  were  another  constant  in 
September.  For  the  first  time  since  June  of  this  year.  Peregrine  Falcons  were  reported  over  Niagara  Square  in 
downtown  Buffalo.  The  month  ended  with  accounts  of  Parasitic  Jaegers,  after  a  southwest  wind,  at  Woodlawn 

Beach  State  Park  in  Hamburg. 

David  F.  Suggs 

«i/  *1* 

^  ^  ^  ^ 


TIFFT  NATURE  PRESERVE 


FIELD  TRIP 


Sunday  September?,  1997,  was  overcast  with  gray  clouds.  During  the  trip,  a  weak  cold  front  moved 
through  causing  the  10  mph  winds  to  shift  from  the  south-west  to  the  north-west  and  the  temperature  to  remain 

close  to 

We  walked  from  the  parking  lot  to  Mosquito  Junction  Boardwalk.  Here  we  saw  Hooded  Warbler, 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  and  about  20  Blue-winged  Teal,  while  listening  to  a  singing  Carolina  Wren,  under  a  sky 
filled  canopy  of  Bam  Swallows,  Purple  Martins,  Chimney  Swifts,  and  Tree  Swallows. 

At  the  south  blind  we  identified  three  Yellow  Warblers,  a  Blackpoll  Warbler,  a  Tennessee  Warbler,  a  Red¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch,  several  Green  Herons,  and  heard  a  Warbling  Vireo. 

The  best  pocket  of  birds  was  found  near  the  intersection  of  Mosquito  Junction  Boardwalk  and  Snakeroot 
Trail  where  the  air  was  thick  with  insects.  At  this  location  we  added  Wilson's  Warbler,  Magnolia  Warbler,  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warbler,  Blue-winged  Warbler,  Black-and-white  Warbler,  Scarlet  Tanager,  Baltimore  Onole, 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird,  Eastern  Towhee,  and  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak.  ...  ,  ~  , 

At  Lisa  Pond  there  were  three  Pied-billed  Grebes,  two  Green-winged  Teals,  five  Wood  Ducks,  two 

Hooded  Mergansers,  an  American  Wigeon,  and  the  three  common  heron  species. 

That  morning  we  found  a  total  of  55  bird  species  (including  eleven  warbler  species)  at  Tifft  Nature 
Preserve.  We  also  had  an  in  the  hand  look  at  a  Shorthead  Garter  Snake,  a  Northern  Brown  Snake  (DeKay  s 

snake),  and  a  Northern  Redbelly  Snake.  submitted  by 

William  W.  Watson 

si:*:}:***** 


The  Following  Officers  Were  Selected  At  The  B.O.S.  Annual  Meeting: 


President  -  Gail  Seamans 
Vice  President  -  Michael  Hamilton 
Treasurer  -  Lynne  Landon 
Recording  Secretary  -  Jim  Wojewodski 
Corresponding  Secretary  -  Cathy  Mueller 


Librarian  -  Audrey  Horbett 
Historian/Archivist  -  Audrey  Horbett 
Statistician  -  Robert  Andrie 
Statistician  -  Fran  Rew 


The  B.O.S.  Council  Is  Comprised  Of  The  Following: 


Term  Expires  2000  -  Donald  Brasure,  Bill  Burch,  Vicky  Onorato 
Term  Expires  1999  -  Michael  Davis,  Lynne  Landon,  Terry  Yonker 
Term  Expires  1998  -  Jerry  Ferrell,  Audrey  Horbett,  Bill  Townsend 
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Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Annual  Treasurers  Report,  1996-1997 


Opening  Balance,  Checking  Account  $3219.88* 

*Distribution:  General  Fund  $648.53 

Prothonotary  Fund  1,396.92 

Special  Projects  1 , 1 74.43 

Income: 

Dues:  Prothonotary  $1,365.00 

General  Fund  1,817.00 

Transfers  to  Prothonotary  from  General  Fund  300.00 

Checking  account  interest  5 1 .03 

Donations  150.00 

Reimbursement  for  bank  back  charge  fee  (Treasurer)  7.00 

Date  guide  sales  5.50 

Quality  Quest  Coalition  (help  with  Grand  Island  property  tax)  75.00 

Axtell/McVey  Fund  1996  interest  2.369.96 

$6,140.49 

Expense: 

Annual  bulk  postage  meter  fee  $85.00 

U.S.  Postal  Service,  bulk  postage  (Prothonotary)  400.00 

Prothonotary  typing  and  printing  expense  (including  $500.00  advance)  2,5 16.01 

Transfers  from  General  to  Prothonotary  Fund  300.00 

Program  expense  170.00 

Membership  committee  expense  26.60 

Statistician  expense  96.02 

Treasurer’s  mailing  and  October  count  expense  103.80 

Compiler’s  expense  26.29 

Corresponding  secretary’s  expense  77.00 

Grand  Island  property  tax  293.96 

Membership  fees:  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs  50.00 

Transfer  of  accumulated  donations  to  A.G.  Edwards  150.00 

Bounced  member  check  1 5.00 

Bank  charge  back  fee  for  unendorsed  check  7.00 

Librarian  expense  4.22 

IBA  map  expense  36. 1 1 

Student  birding  competition  support  33.00 

Special  projects  grants  and  expenses  1,409.00 

$5,799.01 


Checking  account  closing  balance 

**Distribution:  General  Fund  $1,370.06 

Prothonotary  Fund  50.91 

Special  Projects  Fund  2,140.39 


Axtell/McVeyAVendling  Fund  value  as  of  10/8/97 


$3,561.36** 


$  36,020.45 


Michael  Hamilton,  BOS  Treasurer 
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MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Please  Welcome  the  following  New  Associate  Member: 


Robert  L.  Klick 
48  Roycroft  Blvd. 
Amherst,  NY  14226 
Tel:  839-1792 


BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


Dec.  10: 


Join  us  for  our  annual  Holiday  Celebration.  Bring  a  treat  to  share  and  enjoy  an  evening  of  fun  and 
friendship. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Nov.  23:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS,  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  a.m. 

at  Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and 
Bob  Brock  of  BOS  (876-5862). 

Dec.  7:  Sunday.  Buffalo  waterfront  and  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Leader. 

Dick  Collins  (631-9213). 

Dec.  20:  Saturday.  Beaver  Meadow  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler  David  Junkin  (457-3228,  daytime). 

Dec.  21:  Sunday.  BOS  Grand  Island  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler  Bill  Bogacki  (674-5781). 

Dec.  27:  Saturday.  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler  Gail  Seamans  (762-9211, 

daytime). 

Dec.  28:  Sunday.  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.-NY  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compilers:  Willie  D’Anna  (731-4348) 

and  Kayo  Roy. 


1998 


Jan.  4:  Sunday.  Hamburg-East  Aurora  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler  Don  Brasure  (834-6171). 

,/an.  11:  Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  of  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs.  This  is  the  target  date,  but  any 

'  date  between  Jan.  10  and  18,  inclusive,  is  acceptable.  Compiler  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 
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iBuffalo  OzrutfioCogLcaf  ^SocLztij  GRANTS 

APPLICATION  GUIDELINES  Deadline:  10  January  1998 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  makes  annual  monetary  grants  in  support  of 
ornithological  projects,  research  and  study.  The  support  for  these  grants  comes  from 
the  Special  Projects  Fund. 

Grant  Categories 

1 .  Ornithological  studies  /  research  projects 

2.  Projects  such  as  bird  habitat  preservation  and  nesting  projects 

3.  Funding  for  college  undergraduate  and  graduate  projects 

Eligibility 

Persons  and  organizations  residing  in  the  BOS  study  area  dedicated  to  birds  and 
their  welfare. 

1 .  Ornithological  societies,  bird  clubs  or  groups  in  which  bird  concerns 
are  an  integral  part 

2.  Individuals,  both  BOS  members  and  nonmembers 

3.  College  students  including  those  attending  out  of  area  schools 

a.  Must  have  a  faculty  sponsor 

Grant  amounts 

1 .  Applicants  may  request  grants  up  to  $700.00 

2.  The  actual  amount  awarded  will  be  recommended  by  the  Special  Projects 
Fund  Advisory  Committee  based  on  funds  available,  proposal  quality  and 
monetary  requirements  of  the  project. 

3.  Requests  may  be  made  for  continued  funding  of  previously  approved 
projects 

Project  completion 

1.  When  the  proposed  project  has  been  completed,  the  grant  recipient  must 
make  a  written  report  to  the  Society. 

2.  The  grant  recipient  may  be  required  to  present  or  participate  in  a  program 
on  the  subject  before  the  BOS  membership  at  a  regular  meeting. 

Mail  application  to:  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society-Special  Projects  Fund 

Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  Buffalo,  NY  14211 

it$ujJa£o  <£hnit(ioCo<j  Leaf  <^Soc.istij 


GRAiVT  APPLICATION  Deadline:  1 0  January  1 998 


Check  one:  Organization  Individual  College  Student 


Name _ 

Street _ 

City  _ State _ Zipcode 

Telephone-Home  ( _ ) _ Work/School-( _ ) _ 


Project  proposal:  The  proposal  should  have  a  title  and  be  as  detailed  as  possible, 
describing  rationale,  goals,  methods,  equipment,  materials,  personnel,  schedule,  etc. 
Type  the  proposal  on  a  separate  sheet  and  attach  to  this  application. 

Project  budget:  A  separate  itemized  project  budget  should  be  attached  to  the 
application. 

Total  amount  requested:  $ _ _ 

Planned  completion  date: _ 


If  this  grant  is  approved,  I  (we)  agree  to  make  a  full  written  report  to  the  BOS  describing 
in  detail  the  results  of  the  study  or  project.  I  understand  that  I  may  also  be  required  to 
present  the  results  before  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Society.  If  for  any  reason  this 
proposal  cannot  be  carried  out,  I  will  return  ail  funds  to  the  BOS. 

Signature: _ _ Date: _ 


For  Students  Onlv 

Faculty  sponsor:  Please  attach  a  reference  letter  from  your  faculty  sponsor  verifying 
your  ability  to  carry  out  the  proposed  project  and  verifying  his  or  her  commitment  to 
oversee  your  work. 

Faculty  sponsor: 

Address: 

Signature: 

Date. 

BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Buffalo,  NY  14211 

Return  Service  Requested 


Non  Profit  Org. 
U.S.  Postage 
PAID 

Buffalo,  NY 
Permit  No.  412 


Albert  R.  Mann  Library 
Acquisitions  Division 
Ithaca  NY  14850 
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Following  an  unseasonably  cool  first  two  days,  the  weather  in  October  ran  the  gamut  of  unseasonably  hot  to 
uncomfortably  cold  days.  On  October  3rd,  a  nearly/Stationary  high  pressure  system  from  the  Ohio  Valley  to  the 
Atlantic  Coast  spread  a  southwesterly  flow  of  Warm  air  into  our  region  which,  save  for  two  brief  intervals  of 
weak  cold  fronts  bringing  light  showers  on  the  7th  and  the  9th,  gave  us  the  uninterrupted  bliss  of  a  warm  and 
sunny  Indian  Summer;  ten  days  of  above  average  thermometer  readings  culminated  with  the  high  temperature  for 
the  month  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport,  79°(F)  on  October  13th,  one  day  before  another  deep  high 
pressure  system  from  the  upper  Great  Lakes  brought  a  precipitous  fall  of  twenty  degrees  in  temperature.  This 
system,  which  extended  from  Quebec  southward  across  the  Great  Lakes,  ushered  in  a  16  day  period  of  below 
average  temperatures  and  more  seasonal  weather  did  not  return  until  the  last  day  of  the  month.  The  first  snow  of 
the  season  in  Western  New  York  was  a  two  inch  accumulation  generated  by  the  warm  waters  of  Lake  Erie  in 
elevated  sections  of  the  Southern  Tier  on  October  22nd;  two-tenths  of  an  inch  was  measured  at  Greater  Buffalo 
International  Airport  on  that  date  with  only  an  additional  ‘trace’  on-October  28th  until  month's  end.  The 
average  temperature  for  the  month  at  Buffal6  was  50.5°(F),  six-tenths  of  a  degree  below  normal;  precipitation 
for  the  month  totaled  2.29  inches,  .80  of  an  inch  below  normal,  most  falling  in  a  .70  inch  downpour  on  the  21st 
with  an  additional  .92  inches  overnight  on  October  26-27th;  snowfall  at  Buffalo  totaled  .03  inches;  48%  of 
possible  sunshine,  2  %  below  average  was  recorded.  (Meteorological  data  as  compiled  at  Greater  Buffalo 
International  Airport.) 

Although  there  were  several  reports  of  neotropical  migrants  lingering  in  our  region  beyond  average 
departure  dates  during  the  halcyon  days  of  early  October,  they  were  not  reflected  in  records  received  by  the 
compiler  which  did  not  indicate  any  significant  increase  in  numbers  or  species  observed.  However,  a  very  early 
record  of  four  migrant  Evening  Grosbeaks  at  Golden  Hill  State  Park  in  the  Town  of  Somerset  in  Niagara  County 
on  October  4th  was  received  on  a  ‘Dial-a-Bird’  tape  which  buoyed  hopes  for  a  winter  finch  flight  this  autumn. 
Subsequently  a  number  of  reports  of  Evening  Grosbeak  have  been  received,  including  three  birds  on  the 
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Society’s  Fall  Bird  Count  on  October  12th;  21  grosbeaks  were  seen  at  Jim  Wojewodzki’s  feeder  in  the  Town  of 
Colden  in  Erie  County  on  the  19th  and,  following  the  passage  of  the  cold  front  on  the  27th,  Vivian  Pitzrick 
reported  a  flock  of  14  in  a  maple  tree  at  her  residence  at  Amity  Lake  in  the  Town  of  Amity  in  Allegany  County 
on  October  31st  while  Elizabeth  Brooks  saw  a  flock  of  ten  in  the  Town  of  Alfred  in  that  county  on  that  date. 
Speculation  concerning  an  incursion  of  winter  finches  was  reinforced  by  Brett  Ewald’s  record  of  two  Pine 
Grosbeaks,  erratic  and  rare  winter  visitors  in  our  study  area,  an  adult  male  and  a  female  in  more  somber  plumage, 
that  he  observed  in  an  evergreen  grove  at  the  Bond  Lake  County  Park  in  the  Town,  of  Lewiston  in  Niagara 
County  during  the  October  12th  Bird  Count.  On  the  31st,  Vivian  Pitzrick  saw  an  adult  male  Pine  Grosbeak  with 
a  flock  of  White-throated  Sparrows  moving  through  sumac  bushes  in  Amity  Lake.  Other  indicators  of  a  finch 
flight  include  a  flock  of  75  Common  Redpolls  at  Golden  Hill  State  Park  in  the  Town  of  Somerset,  seen  by  the 
participants  on  the  BOS  field  trip  along  the  Lake  Ontario  shore  on  October  25th.  On  the  following  day,  Peter 
Yoergand  Barbara  Henderson  saw  a  flock  of  20  redpolls  during  a  field  trip  in  that  township.  On  October  18th, 
‘Dial-a-Bird’  tapes  reported  two  White-winged  Crossbills  at  Allegany  State  Park  and  on  October  19th,  Bert 
Schweigert  found  a  male  White-winged  Crossbill  at  the  edge  of  a  mixed  deciduous  forest  in  that  park  which  he 
identified  by  its  heavy  white-wing  bars  and  signature  “chip-chip”  call.  The  presence  of  this  species  in  Western 
New  York  in  autumn  is  usually  indicative  of  a  cone  crop  failure  in  the  evergreen  forests  north  of  the  45th 
parallel. 

With  the  establishment  of  the  Waste  Water  Treatment  Facility  in  the  City  of  Batavia  in  Genesee 
County  in  1993,  the  documentation  of  waterfowl  migration  in  our  study  area  has  assumed  a  new  dimension.  The 
facility  was  brought  to  our  attention  in  November  1993  when  veteran  Orleans  County  birder,  Walt  Listman 
began  submitting  records  of  his  observations  of  ducks  and  other  waterbirds  for  publication  in  the  Prothonotary, 
most  of  which  were  from  this  location.  These  reports  and  subsequent  sightings  by  a  host  of  bird-watchers  of 
rare  or  unusual  numbers  of  ducks  and  other  waterbirds  have  made  the  treatment  facility  one  of  the  premier  ‘hot 
spots’  in  Western  New  York,  these  records  have  assured  it  of  virtually  monthly  mention  in  this  newsletter.  In 
October,  19  species  of  waterfowl  were  reported  from  the  facility’s  nutrient-rich  sewage  ponds  including  630 
Ruddy  Ducks  seen  by  Mike  Morgante  on  the  18th  and  400  Northern  Shovelers,  also  by  Morgante  on  the  19th; 
these  are  new  record  counts  for  both  species.  The  celebrated  pair  of  Eared  Grebes  which  have  been  in  residence 
there  since  August  31st  were  seen  as  late  as  October  19th,  both  in  winter  plumage.  A  Caveat:  The  Treatment 
Facility  is  a  commercial  enterprise  and  its  operation  perforce  must  limit  public  access;  field  trips  should  be 
with  recognized  leaders  and  with  the  permission  of  the  facility  management. 

On  the  morning  of  October  26th,  corresponding  BOS  member  Tim  Baird  was  scanning  a  mudflat,  some 
five  acres  in  extent,  at  the  drained  inflow  area  of  Quaker  Lake  in  the  Allegany  State  Park  in  the  Town  of  Cold 
Spring  in  Cattaraugus  County.  Baird  immediately  noticed  a  shorebird  of  slightly  larger  bodily  dimensions  than 
those  of  a  small  flock  of  Greater  Yellowlegs  with  which  it  was  associated  and  differentiated  from  by  its 
dramatically  longer  upcurved  bill,  black  legs  and  when  taking  wing,  by  its  black  and  white  tail  pattern  and 
repeated  “ta-wit”  call;  these  characters  confirmed  his  identification  of  his  find  as  a  Hudsonian  Godwit,  an 
irregular  rare  passage  migrant  in  late  summer  and  autumn  in  our  study  area  and  a  life  bird  for  him.  The  bird  was 
seen  again  in  the  early  afternoon  on  that  date,  still  in  the  company  of  the  yellowlegs  at  the  mudflats,  by  Bert 
Schweigert  who  had  seen  this  species  on  several  previous  occasions. 

Other  records  of  interest  include  an  immature  Peregrine  Falcon  seen  roosting  during  the  early  evening 
hours  of  October  3rd,  4th  and  5th  on  electric  power  line  tower  in  the  Niagara  River  at  Buckhorn  Island  State 
Park  at  the  north  end  of  Grand  Island.  The  observations  were  made  by  Bill  Watson  who  was  engaged  in  a 
cormorant  count  but  did  not  see  any  interaction  between  those  birds  who  roosted  on  the  concrete  foundation 
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base  of  the  tower  and  the  falcon  perched  higher  on  the  structure  itself  A  second  record  of  a  Forster’s  Tern 
sighting  in  Cattaraugus  County  was  received  from  Brendan  Klick  who  saw  an  adult  tern  of  this  species  at  the 
Countryside-  Gravel  Ponds  on  NY  Route  #62  in  the  Town  of  Dayton  in  Cattaraugus  County  on  October  5th. 
On  October  29th,  1995,  Burt  Schweigert  found  five  terns  of  this  species  sitting  on  a  drainage  pipe  in  this  quarry. 
(See  Prothonotary,  Vol. 61:11, pg.  123,  1995). 

Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-throated  Loon 

25F 

1 

Shadigee 

Morgante,  D’Anna  (BOS) 

44 

26 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Watson 

Common  Loon 

11 

35 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

Homed  Grebe 

6 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

19 

140 

Shadigee 

D’Anna 

44 

26 

4 

Dayton 

Schweigert 

Red-necked  Grebe 

19F 

1 

Shadigee 

D’Anna 

44 

31 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Heyer(EABC) 

Eared  Grebe 

5,18,19 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

44 

5 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

19 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

D.-crested  Cormorant 

3,4,19 

794,839,277 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

WATSON 

44 

25 

200 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

Great  Egret 

5,6 

3,3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante,  Watson 

44 

19 

0 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante(BOS) 

Green  Heron 

8 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

5 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Andrie 

44 

5 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Tundra  Swan 

3  OF 

4 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Humann 

Snow  Goose 

19F 

lwh.lblue 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante(BOS) 

44 

25 

2  white 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante,  D’Anna(BOS) 

44 

26 

lblue 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

*  Brant 

25F 

30 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante 

44 

25F 

75 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna(BOS) 

44 

25F 

65 

Shadigee 

D’Anna(BOS) 

44 

26 

35 

Yates  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

27 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Chilton 

Wood  Duck 

19 

3 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

20L 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante(BOS) 

Green- winged  Teal 

27 

37 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Northern  Pintail 

19 

75 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante(BOS) 

Blue- winged  Teal 

6,19L 

55,6 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson,  Morgante(BOS) 

Northern  Shoveler 

5,19 

150,400 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Gad  wall 

31 

60 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Heyer(EABC) 

American  Wigeon 

6,19 

170,150 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson,  Morgante(BOS) 

Canvasback 

19F 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante(BOS) 

Redhead 

6,18 

1,8 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson,  Morgante 

Ring-necked  Duck 

5,6,19 

70,150,175 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante,  Watson 

Greater  Scaup 

19 

10 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante(BOS) 

Lesser  Scaup 

5 

15 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Oldsquaw 

25 

10 

Somerset 

Morgante 

Black  Scoter 

1  IF 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

D’Anna,  P.O’Donnell 

Surf  Scoter 

4F 

9 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

44 

25 

3 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

White-winged  Scoter 

18,19 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Common  Goldeneye 

25 

20 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante 

Bufflehead 

18F.19 

5 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Hooded  Merganser 

19 

30 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante(BOS) 

44 

31 

86 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Heyer(EABC) 

Common  Merganser 

19 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante(BOS) 

44 

27 

76 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

Red-br.  Merganser 

11 

12 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

Ruddy  Duck 

1 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

44 

6,18 

111,630 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson,  Morgante 

44 

11,18 

9,1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Turkey  Vulture 

25 

3 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

Osprey 

5 

1 

Batavia  WAVTP 

Morgante 

44 

19 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante(BOS) 

Bald  Eagle 

13,27 

4,6 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Y oerg,  Morgante 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

19F 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

44 

26 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Peregrine  Falcon 

3,4,5 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Common  Moorhen 

19,26L 

2,1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante(BOS),  Davis 

American  Coot 

13 

55 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Klick 

Black-bellied  Plover 

1 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

44 

30 

5 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Andrle,  Roberson 

Amer.  Golden-Plover 

5,26 

23,1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Semipalmated  Plover 

5 

2 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert,  Koopman 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

26 

8 

Batavia  W\\TP 

Davis 

44 

27 

14 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

44 

30 

4 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Junkin,  Burton 

44 

31 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 

Heyer(EABC) 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

5 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante,  Y  oerg 

44 

5 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert,  Koopman 

*Hudsonian  Godwit 

26 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Baird,  Schweigert 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

26 

1 

N  i  agara-on-  the-Lake 

Morgante,  Davis 

44 

26 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

27L 

8 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

Dunlin 

12 

6 

Dayton  Twp. 

Klick 

44 

26 

15 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Morgante,  Davis 

44 

26 

14 

Batavia  WWTP 

Davis 

44 

27 

35 

Allegheny  Reserv  oir 

Watson 

44 

27 

14 

Allegany  S.P. 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Snipe 

5 

19 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

44 

26 

2 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

Morgan te,  Davis 

Franklin’s  Gull 

5,9 

U 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Davis,  Humann 

Bonaparte ’e  Gull 

5 

3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Common  Tern 

27 

3 

Buffalo 

Andrie 

44 

29 

8 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Humann 

Forster’s  Tern 

5 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Klick 

Common  Nighthawk 

8L 

2 

Buffalo 

Davis 

Chimney  Swift 

4 

15 

Buffalo 

Davis 

44 

5 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

44 

5 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodzki 

Eastern  Phoebe 

30L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Andrie,  Roberson 

Homed  Lark 

4 

50 

Porter  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

11 

20 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

11 

20 

Carlton  Twp. 

Morgante 

Bank  Swallow 

5L 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Bam  Swallow 

19L 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante,  Watson 

Common  Raven  7, 1 0,24 

1,1,1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

“  12,19,24,25 

0  9  0  0 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Carolina  Wren 

19 

0 

jL 

Westfield 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

30 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Andrie,  Roberson 

Eastern  Bluebird 

7 

15 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Davis 

44 

19 

7 

Westfield 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

30 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Gray-checked  Thrush 

2 

1 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Yoerg 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

5 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

7 

3 

TonawandaTwp. 

Hess 

Northern  Mockingbird 

4,24 

1,1 

Tona  wanda  Twp. 

Hess,  Watson 

American  Pipit 

5,19 

20,30 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

44 

5,26 

21,3 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert,  Klick 

44 

18 

20 

OakfieldTwp. 

Morgante 

44 

26 

1 

Cambria  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Solitary  Vireo 

13 

2 

Pine  Hill  S.F. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

1L 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

Tennessee  Warbler 

1 

5 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

5 

1 

WheatfieldTwp. 

D’Anna 

44 

5 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

9,13L 

1,1 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Humann,  Brinkley 

Nashville  Warbler 

4 

4 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Morgante 

Northern  Parula 

2L 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Magnolia  Warbler 

13L 

1 

Ellicott 

Yoerg 

Blk.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

5L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Andrie,  Yoerg 

Blk.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

8 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Andrie,  Gregory 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

1 

3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

44 

13L 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Klick 

Pine  Warbler 

11L 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Palm  Warbler 

13L 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Klick 

*D.p.hvpochrvsea 

20 

1 banded 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

2 

1 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Yoerg 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

2L 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Ovenbird 

1L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

Mourning  Warbler 

1L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

Common  Yellowthroat 

15L 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Scarlet  Tanager 

9 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann,  Barton 

Indigo  Bunting 

1L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

Eastern  Towhee 

4 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Morgan  te 

44 

17 

1 

Warsaw  Twp. 

Kunze 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 

24F 

3 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

26 

2 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

26 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Yoerg 

Chipping  Sparrow 

14-24 

5max. 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

44 

25 

1 

Warsaw  Twp. 

Kunze 

Fox  Sparrow 

1  IF 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

D’Anna 

44 

24 

6 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

25 

3 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna(BOS) 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

2 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

5 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Swamp  Sparrow 

4 

30 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Morgan  te 

Lapland  Longspur 

5F 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

19 

5 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Snow  Bunting 

25F 

2 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna(BOS) 

44 

26 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

26 

1 

Cambria  Tw'p. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

31 

6 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Heyer(EABC) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

24 

90 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

*Pine  Grosbeak 

31 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Purple  Finch 

22 

1 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

44 

26 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

31 

15 

Warsaw  Twp. 

Kunze 

*  White- wing.  Crossbill 

19 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

*  Common  Redpoll 

25F 

75 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

S&T  O' Donnell, D’Anna(BOS) 

44 

26 

20 

Somerset  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Pine  Siskin 

7 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

11 

3 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante 

44 

14 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

21 

3 

Eden  Valley  (0 

Andrie 

44 

23-28 

9  max. 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 

O.  Rosche 

44 

25-31 

18  max. 

Warsaw  Twp. 

Kunze 

44 

26 

0 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Vallone 

44 

26 

1 

Sanborn 

Davis 

44 

30 

2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

*  Evening  Grosbeak 

4F 

4 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna,  P.  O’Donnell 

“  15,30,31 

1,3,14 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

44 

19 

3 

Westfield 

Y  oerg,  Henderson 

44 

21,31 

19,1 

Col  den  Twp. 

Wojewodzki 

44 

26 

2 

Dayton  T  wp. 

Schweigert 

44 

31 

10 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

31 

24 

Somerset  Twp. 

Heyer(EABC) 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 261 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue .  7 

Total  for  year . 268 
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Report  of  the  62nd  Annual  B.O.S.  October  Bird  Count 

Date:  October  12,  1997  Compilers:  Mike  Hamilton,  Gerry  Rising,  Terry  Yonker 

Weather:  A  persistent  weather  pattern  developed  during  the  week  prior  to  the  count  and  continued  through  the 
count  period.  An  upper  level  trough  was  in  place  over  the  western  U.S.  while  a  large  ridge  covered  the  east 
resulting  in  colder  than  normal  temperatures  in  the  Great  Basin  and  record- setting  high  temperatures  along  the 
Atlantic.  The  dividing  line  between  the  cold  and  warm  air  was  a  stationary  front  situated  north  and  south  in  the 
upper  plains.  A  deepening  low  pressure  area  was  centered  over  the  Nebraska  panhandle.  Gale  force  north  winds 
blew  south  on  the  west  side  of  the  front  and  equally  strong  winds  from  the  south  pummeled  the  plains.  Snow  fell 
west  of  Denver  while  a  massive  plume  of  Gulf  moisture  brought  record  flooding  to  Texas  and  heavy  rains  to 
Kansas  and  the  western  Great  Lakes.  The  count  area  remained  relatively  dry,  warm  and  calm  at  the  surface  due  to 
a  massive  high  that  was  centered  over  New  Jersey  and  covered  the  southeast.  At  higher  levels  in  the  atmosphere 
the  flow  of  the  jet  stream  arched  over  the  Great  Lakes  and  southeasterly  over  the  mid-Atlantic  states.  From  a 
weather  standpoint  it  should  have  been  an  ideal  period  for  migration  of  high  flying  birds  from  the  eastern  Great 
Lakes  along  the  Atlantic  Flyway. 

Niagara  Falls  International  Airport  Weather  Observations,  Sunday,  October  12,  1997 

Sunrise:  7:24  am  edt  Sunset:  6:37  pm  edt 

Time  Conditions  Temp  (°F)  Dew  Point  (°F)  Humidity  (%)Pressure  (in  Hg) 

Wind  (mph) 


6:00  am 

Partly  Cloudy  43 

37 

79 

30.27 

Calm 

9:00  am 

Partly  Cloudy  39 

39 

100 

30.28 

Calm 

12:00  pm 

Partly  Cloudy  61 

48 

62 

30.26 

SSE  5 

3:00  pm 

Partly  Cloudy  70 

46 

42 

30.21 

SSE  7 

6:00  pm 

Mostly  Cloudy  66 

52 

52 

30.16 

NE9 

Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  together  with  the  number  of  individuals 
tabulated.  Bold  face  names  indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verifications  were  received.  F  represents 
first  and  L  last  dates  for  the  fall  migration,  *  first  date  for  the  year.  Where  a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or 
fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  are  given  in  parentheses. 


L 

o  o  n  s  - 

Ducks 

Common  Loon 

41 

Gad  wall 

6 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

120 

American  Wigeon 

595 

Homed  Grebe 

160 

Redhead 

15 

[7,13] 

Eared  Grebe 

2 

[13] 

Ring-necked  Duck 

233 

Double-cr.  Cormorant 

626 

Greater  Scaup 

16 

American  Bittern 

2 

[27] 

Lesser  Scaup 

290 

Great  Blue  Heron 

174 

unspecified  scaup 

69 

Great  Egret 

5 

Oldsquaw  F 

27 

[3,4] 

Green  Heron 

L  3 

[11,19,26] 

Black  Scoter 

2 

[3] 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

16 

[9,11] 

Surf  Scoter 

7 

[3] 

Snow  Goose 

4 

[13,17] 

White-winged  Scoter 

596 

Canada  Goose 

17494 

unspecified  scoters 

11 

Wood  Duck 

306 

Common  Goldeneye  F 

2 

[4] 

Green-winged  Teal 

154 

Hooded  Merganser 

9 

[8,10,11] 

American  Black  Duck 

99 

Common  Merganser 

130 
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Mallard 

2973 

Red-br.  Merganser 

30 

Northern  Pintail 

65 

unspecif.  mergansers 

4 

Blue-winged  Teal 

55  [3,13,23] 

Ruddy  Duck 

267 

Northern  Shoveler 

365  [10,13] 

unspecified  waterfowl 

10 

V  u  1  t  u  r 

es  -  Coots 

Turkey  Vulture 

231 

unspecified  buteos 

•1 

Osprey 

6 

American  Kestrel 

53 

Northern  Harrier 

38 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

29 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

34 

Ruffed  Grouse 

30 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

23 

Wild  Turkey 

184 

unspecified  accipiters 

1  [28] 

Common  Moorhen 

10 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

8 

American  Coot 

1077 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

262 

Plovers 

-  Terns 

Black-bellied  Plover 

18 

Dunlin 

10 

Am.  Golden-Plover 

28  [8,17] 

Common  Snipe 

45 

Semi  palmated  Plover  L 

2  [7] 

American  Woodcock 

7 

Killdeer 

1003 

unspecified  shorebird 

1 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

18 

Franklin’s  Gull 

1 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

14 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

777 

Spotted  Sandpiper  L 

3  [13] 

Ring-billed  Gull 

17925 

Sanderling 

8  [11,20] 

Herring  Gull 

2059 

Semipalmated 

1  [8] 

Great  Black-backed 

198 

Sandpiper 

Gull 

Least  Sandpiper 

2  [17] 

unspecified  gulls 

85 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

9 

Common  Tern 

4 

Doves  -  S 

wallows 

[10,13] 


[11] 


[3,11] 


Rock  Dove 

2168 

Downy  Woodpecker 

263 

Mourning  Dove 

1299 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

49 

Eastern  Screech-Ow  l 

10 

Northern  Ricker 

136 

Great  Homed  Owl 

26 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

18 

Barred  Owl 

11 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

3 

[3,8,16] 

Chimney  Swift 

6  [11] 

Eastern  Phoebe 

40 

Belted  Kingfisher 

42 

Eastern  Kingbird 

L 

1 

[2] 

Red-head.  Woodpecker 

1  [13] 

Homed  Lark 

113 

Red-b.  Woodpecker 

46 

Tree  Swallow 

90 

[10] 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

14 

Barn  Swallow 

1 

[11] 

Jays  - 

Starlings 

Blue  Jay 

1716 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

252 

American  Crow 

3754 

Eastern  Bluebird 

198 

Common  Raven 

17 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

L 

3 

[7,20] 

Black-cap.  Chickadee 

1707 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

L 

10 

Tufted  Titmouse 

73 

Hermit  Thrush 

60 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

147 

Wood  Thrush 

7 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

290 

American  Robin 

3438 
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Brown  Creeper 

36 

unspecified  thrushes 

2 

Carolina  Wren 

13 

Gray  Catbird 

15 

House  Wren 

6 

Northern  Mockingbird 

17 

Winter  Wren 

15 

American  Pipit 

148 

Marsh  Wren 

4  [6,10] 

Cedar  Waxwing 

688 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

290 

European  Starling 

78758 

V  i  r  e  o  s  - 

Warblers 

Solitary  Vireo 

12 

Blk-thr.  Gm.  Warbler 

L 

1 

[14] 

Tennessee  Warbler 

L 

1  [20] 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

1 

[28] 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

4  [3,11,20] 

Palm  Warbler 

4 

[3,18,28] 

Nashville  Warbler 

L 

2  [11,28] 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

L 

9 

[7,14] 

Magnolia  Warbler 

9 

Common  Yellowthroat 

9 

Cape  May  Warbler 

L 

2  [14,20] 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

L 

1 

[20] 

Yellow-rumped 

1410 

Warbler 

Cardinals  -  H 

ouse  Sparrow 

s 

Northern  Cardinal 

297 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

3358 

i 

Eastern  Towhee 

17 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

176 

Chipping  Sparrow 

243 

Rusty  Blackbird 

515 

Field  Sparrow 

98 

Common  Grackle 

5969 

Vesper  Sparrow 

1  [28] 

Brown-headed 

1058 

Cowbird 

Savannah  Sparrow 

52 

Pine  Grosbeak 

F 

9 

4m! 

Fox  Sparrow 

8 

Purple  Finch 

82 

Song  Sparrow 

817 

House  Finch 

601 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

L 

3  [8,14,28] 

Pine  Siskin 

8 

[3,13,19] 

Swamp  Sparrow 

71 

American  Goldfinch 

783 

White-throated 

1480 

Evening  Grosbeak 

3 

[19] 

Sparrow 

White-crowned 

219 

unspecified  finches 

1 

Sparrow 

unspecified 

217 

House  Sparrow 

1622 

sparrows 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

2193 

unspecified  birds 

38 

Summary  Information  -  Total  Species  Observed  -  151 

T otal  Individual  Birds  Observed  -196,810 

Comparisons  -  The  associated  chart  gives  comparative  summary  information  for  the  most  recent  decade  and  for 
the  full  62  counts.  In  addition  the  following  notes  are  added: 

IndividualSpecies  -  Eared  Grebe  2,  first  count  record.  Pine  Grosbeak  2,  third  time  recorded, 
single  birds  found  in  1968  and  1985. 

Sections  and  Observers:  Names  of  section  compilers  are  in  boldface. 

1.  Fonthill,  ON:  William  Broderick,  David  Cooper,  Lynne  Landon,  Jim  Wojewodzki 

2.  Thorold,  ON:  Gordon  Bellerby,  Brad  Clements,  Paul  Summerskill,  Jim  Woodford,  Pat  Woodford 
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3.  Wilson,  NY:  William  Broderick,  Willie  D’Anna,  Brett  Ewald,  Julie  Horn,  William  Horn,  Susan  O’Donnell, 
Thomas  O’Donnell,  Betsy  Potter,  Michael  Turisk 

4.  Middleport,  NY:  Robert  Brock,  William  Watson 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  NY:  Don  Brasure,  Bill  Burch,  Dick  Christensen,  Morgan  Jones,  Bob  Lipp,  Blake  Reeves,  Marion 
Smith,  Bill  Townsend 

6  Port  Maitland,  ON:  Robert  Andrle,  Jerry  Chappie,  Nina  Chappie,  Jim  Gregory,  John  Thill,  Joseph  Thill 

7.  Lowbanks,  ON:  Brian  Attara,  Richard  Byron,  Blayne  Farnan,  Mike  Hamilton,  Jack  Mansfield,  Sonja  Mansfield, 
Maxine  Myslowka,  Kayo  Roy,  A.  Smith 

8.  Fort  Erie,  ON:  Brian  Attara,  Brian  Lewandowski,  Maxine  Myslowka,  Kayo  Roy,  A.  Smith,  Michael  Zebehazy 

9.  Grand  Island,  NY:  Paul  Benham,  Robert  Drapeau,  Richard  McEwan 

10.  Akron,  NY:  John  Filor,  Don  Roberson,  Robert  Wagner,  John  Welte,  Martha  Welte 

1 1.  Buffalo,  NY:  Ned  Brinkley,  Marjorie  Harwitz,  Mitchell  Harwitz,  Alec  Humann 

12.  Lancaster,  NY:  Alan  Baczkiewicz,  Ann  Bauer,  Marion  Bee,  Kurt  Fox,  Paul  Fuhrmann,  Tom  Harper,  Mark 
Morgante,  Mike  Morgante,  Marlene  Phillips,  Ruth  Phillips,  Steve  Taylor,  Donna  Wieand 

13.  Batavia,  NY:  Douglas  Beattie,  Elaine  Dart,  Eileen  Gerace,  Jane  Gerace,  Tad  Gerace,  Thom  Gerace,  Eileen  Hull, 
Robert  Hull,  Marie  Johnson,  Alice  McKale,  Jamie  Schneckenburger,  Gail  Seamans,  Don  Thurau,  Anne  Vogt 

14.  Hamburg,  NY:  Robert  Andrle,  Ken  Brandes,  Douglas  C.  Hopp,  Douglas  J.  Hopp,  Adelade  Hunley,  Erma  Kern, 
Robert  Leonard,  Glenna  Leous,  Mark  Leous,  Evelyn  Mauser,  Tim  McAllister,  Audrey  Segebarth,  Barbara 
Walker,  Margaret  Wooley 

15.  Java,  NY:  William  Bogacki,  Ed  Ratajczak,  Art  Rosche,  Olga  Rosche 

16.  Angola,  NY:  Mike  Davis,  Marian  Dornhaffer,  Jane  Heyer,  Audrey  Spencer 

17.  Cattaraugus,  NY7:  Carolyn  Frank,  Barbara  Henderson,  Bert  Schweigert,  Peter  Yoerg 

18.  Delavan,  NY:  Bruce  Chilton,  Marty  Junkin,  James  Landau,  Karen  Landau 

19.  Fillmore,  NY:  Lucile  Bailey,  Sandy  Bielewicz,  Barbara  Cronk,  Alice  Evans,  Lyle  Hotchkiss,  Dora  Lilly,  Cindy 
Moyles,  Larry  Mullen,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roger  Nicholson,  Jean  Perry,  John  Raybuck,  Linda  Roth,  Emmette  Smith, 
Marion  Smith,  Bill  Thomas,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay  Wilson,  Jean  Wilson,  Larry  Wilson,  Richard  Wilson 

20.  Dunkirk,  NY:  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club:  Allen  Benton,  Chris  Budniewski,  Ray  Budniewski,  Paul  Farver,  Joanne 
Goetz,  Joe  Gula,  Terry  Mahoney,  Terry  Mosher,  David  Neveu,  Lucille  Neveu,  Bob  Peterson,  Barbara  Robbins, 
Beverly  Ruska,  John  Ruska,  Audrey  Schafer,  Jeanine  Smith,  Doris  Welch,  Tom  Welch 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  NY7:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Audrey  Clauson,  Dan  Cordosi,  Julie  Heilman,  Ranjit  Latia, 
Jessie  Nelson,  Linda  O’Brien,  Jean  Pigman,  Carol  Roby,  Bill  Seleen,  Bob  Sundell 

22.  Sherman,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Dan  Cordosi,  Ranjit  Latia,  Linda  O’Brien,  Bill  Seleen,  Bob  Sundell 

23.  Frewsburg,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Virginia  Anderson,  Rosemary  Angove,  Christopher  Berry,  James 
Berry,  Mary  Berry,  Nate  Bloss,  Dan  Cordosi,  Eric  Davis,  Len  DeFrancisco,  Barbara  Henderson,  Ranjit  Latia, 
Jeremy  Maggio,  Steve  Maggio,  Jean  Pigman,  Bill  Seleen,  Bob  Sundell,  Peter  Yoerg 

24.  Salamanca,  NY  and  Allegany  State  Park:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird 

25.  Allegany,  NY:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird,  Stephen  Eaton,  Cora  Moser,  Jacob  Moser 

26.  Cuba,  NY:  Norma  Atherton,  Ruth  Blair,  Doris  Burton,  Betsy  Hubbard,  Milton  Hubbard,  Ann  Scott,  Morris  Scott 

27.  Bolivar,  NY:  Daniel  Babcock,  Harold  Babcock,  John  Barnett,  Christopher  Betrus,  Doris  Burton,  Estella  Cronauer, 
Fritz  Cronauer,  Doris  Hurlburt,  Norman  Ives,  Thomas  LeBlanc,  Helen  Link,  Michael  Pitzrick,  Vivian  Pitzrick, 
Jake  Strong,  Bill  Thompson,  Fran  Thompson 

28.  Alfred,  NY:  Russ  Allen,  Sean  Allen,  Ellen  Baker,  Dorothy  Bayless,  Fred  Bayless,  Carol  Behn,  Warren  Bouck,  Don 
Brink,  Lorna  Brink,  Betsy  Brooks,  Betty  Brown,  Debbie  Bucholtz,  Dale  Coats,  Carla  Coch,  Diane  Converso,  Jim 
Copenheaver,  Cynthia  Culley,  Paul  Culley,  Luke  Donius,  Phyllis  DuBreuil,  Ann  Eisenhardt,  Jamie  Eisenhardt, 
Peg  Eisenhardt,  Dorotha  Fanton,  Pete  Finlay,  Terry  Finlay,  Keegan  Fleming,  Walt  Franklin,  Matthew  Hotchkiss, 
Sandra  Hotchkiss,  Betty  Kellogg,  Wayne  Kellogg,  Cathy  Kent,  Elsie  Kent,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Margaret 
Klingensmith,  Ellen  Lamb,  Barry  Lash,  Hanna  Lash,  Martha  Lash,  Rachel  Lash,  Cathy  MacDonald,  Ken 
McClure,  Marian  McClure,  Alice  Meyers,  Mary  Ormsby,  Sean  Phelan,  Ann  Pipal,  Bob  Pipal,  Michael  Pitzrick, 
Vivian  Pitzrick,  Evelyn  Ramsey,  Nicole  Ramsey,  Ona  Reynolds,  Ernest  Rositzke,  Lynn  Rositzke,  Laurie  Rygiel, 
Vi  Sharrett,  Helen  Shear,  Norb  Shear,  Mary  Shields,  Peter  Shields,  Maureen  Soule,  Terah  Soule,  Connor  Stevens, 
Bruce  Taggart,  Wilma  Taggart,  Wilma  Taggart,  Bea  Thompson,  Tim  Timbrook,  Linda  Travers,  Suzanne  Wood 

Total  Number  of  Observers:  224 
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Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  October  1997 

The  only  Hotline  call  during  October  came  from  outside  the  Niagara  Frontier,  a  Black-throated  Gray 
Warbler  on  the  22nd  at  the  Royal  Botanical  Gardens  in  Hamilton,  Ontario.  There  are  only  three  records  of  this 
species  in  the  BOS  territory,  so  there  may  have  been  some  local  interest  in  pursuing  such  a  rarity.  But  alas, 
there  were  no  follow-up  reports. 

Small  numbers  of  White-winged  Crossbills,  Pine  Siskins  and  Evening  Grosbeaks  were  reported  to  Dial-a- 
Bird  throughout  the  month.  Writing  this  summary  in  late  November,  after  the  winter  finch  invasion  was 
established  in  the  northeastern  states,  provides  the  opportunity  to  claim  that  these  birds  must  have  been  the 
leaders  of  the  pack. 

Other  October  reports  noted  the  abundance  of  waterfowl  and  shorebirds  at  two  man-made  facilities,  the 
Batavia  Waste  Water  Treatment  Plant  and  the  Countryside  Gravel  Ponds  in  Dayton.  Similarly,  the  reservoir  at 
Allegany  State  Park  produced  reports  of  Hudsonian  Godwit,  6  Bald  Eagles  and  more  waterfowl  and  shorebirds. 

David  F.  Suggs 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Please  Welcome  the  following  New  Associate  Members: 

Gamer  and  Judy  Light 
8794  Chestnut  Ridge  Road 
Gas  port,  NY  14067 
Tel:  772-5110 

Please  Welcome  the  following  New  Active  Member: 
James  Wojewodzki 

BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Hum  bolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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FIELD  TRIPS 

Dec.  27:  Saturday.  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Gail  Seamans  (762-9211, 

daytime). 

Dec.  28:  Sunday.  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.-NY  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compilers:  Willie  D’Anna  (731-4348) 

and  Kayo  Roy. 

1998 

Jan.  4:  Sunday.  Hamburg-East  Aurora  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Don  Brasure  (834-6171). 

Jan.  11:  Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  of  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs.  This  is  the  target  date,  but  any 

date  between  Jan.  10  and  18,  inclusive,  is  acceptable.  Compiler:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Top  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

^  ^  ^  a#  %£* 

^  ^  ^  *1* 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

a#  a*  a*  a*  a*  a* 

^  ^  ^ 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Lynne  Landon,  139  Jackson  Street,  Youngstown,  NY  14174. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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Volume  63  December,  1997  Number  12 

THE  MONTH:  November,  1997 

November  was  cloudy,  cool  and  wet  with  Only  22%  of  possible  sunshine  recorded  at  the  local  National 
Weather  Service  office  at  the  Buffalo  Niagara  International  Airport  Unfortunately,  statistically  these  factors  are 
not  remarkable  for  this  month  in  our  region  and  cannot  be  attributed  to  an  "El  Nino”  induced  aberration  in  our 
weather  patterns.  The  month  began  with  a  continuation  of  the  mild  weather  conditions  of  late  October,  the  high 
temperature  for  the  period,  55°(F),  was  recorded  on  November  1st.  On  the  2nd,  a  strong  jet  stream  descending 
southward  over  the  northern  Rocky  Mountains  pushed  cold  air  eastward  and  a  deep  low  pressure  system  centered 
over  the  Great  Lakes  brought  five  days  of  cloudy  wet  weather.  With  only  a  brief  interval  of  sunshine  on 
November  6th,  a  second  weather  front  from  the  midwest  circulated  more  cold  sir  and  moisture-laden  clouds 
across  the  warm  waters  of  Lake  Erie  finally  precipitating  lake  effect  squalls  over  the  "snow  belt"  regions  of 
Chautauqua  and  northern  Cattaraugus  counties  on  the  12th;  up  to  six  inches  of  snow  fell  in  the  affected  areas.  On 
November  14th,  a  third  deep  low  pressure  system  from  the  Ohio  Valley  brought  more  moist  air  across  the  Great 
Lakes  on  northeast  winds  depositing  up  to  15  inches  of  wet  snow  in  the  northern  suburbs  of  Erie  County  and  9.5 
inches  in  the  City  of  Buffalo,  a  record  accumulation  for  that  date.  Heavy  lake  effect  snowfalls  persisted  in  the 
elevated  regions  south  of  Buffalo  until  a  high  pressure  system  over  the  Great  Lakes  brought  a  southerly  flow  of 
warm  air  with  milder  temperatures  on  November  25th  to  end  the  month.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  at 
Buffalo,  37.6°  (F),  was  2.9  degrees  below  normal;  precipitation  in  the  form  of  rain  measured  4.32  inches,  .49 
inches  above  normal  while  snowfall  measured  16.5  inches,  6.1  inches  above  normal  and  the  third  largest 
accumulation  for  this  month  in  the  past  twenty  years  (fide:  Buffalo  News).  (Meteorological  Conditions  as 
recorded  at  the  Buffalo  Niagara  International  Airport.) 

The  ornithological  event  of  the  year  and  probably  the  decade  in  Western  New  York,  occurred  east  of  the  BOS 
study  area  at  the  Hamlin  Beach  State  Park  on  the  Lake  Ontario  State  Parkway  in  the  Town  of  Hamlin  in  Monroe 
County.  This  fall  the  park  was  the  scene  of  an  ambitious  project  sponsored  by  the  Braddock  Bay  Raptor  Research 
Center  to  monitor  the  complete  1997  autumn  passage  of  waterbirds  on  that  portion  of  the  Lake  Ontario  flyway  off 
of  the  park  shoreline.  To  this  end,  the  Center  secured  the  services  of  a  veteran  field  observer  of  migratory 
waterbirds  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  flyway  to  man  a  lookout  post  in  the  park  each  day  during  the  hours  of  daylight 
between  September  15th  and  December  20th.  The  observer,  aided  by  volunteers  from  the  Center  and  the  Genesee 
Ornithological  Society  identified  63  species  of  waterbirds  of  ten  families;  additional  birds  of  five  families  were 
tallied  that  were  too  distant  even  with  state-of-the-art  optics  to  identify  as  to  species.  A  grand  total  of  310,509 
individuals  was  recorded  including  such  exotics  as  a  Great  Cormorant,  a  Ross'  Gull  and  a  Marbled  Murrelet. 
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Elsewhere  in  these  pages  a  complete  report  of  the  birds  seen  during  the  project  with  individual  totals  by  month  for 
each  species  and  maximum  one  day  counts  has  been  prepared  by  Gerry  Rising  and  should  serve  as  a  valuable 
reference  for  future  field  trips  to  the  Lake  Ontario  shore  in  autumn. 

Among  the  many  interesting  birds  reported  by  our  members  in  November  was  a  Cattle  Egret  seen  by  Susan 
and  Tom  O'Donnell  on  November  9th,  "flying  and  hopping"  among  a  herd  of  seven  cows  in  a  pasture  on  the 
Braley  Road  in  the  Town  of  Porter  in  Niagara  County.  The  O'Donnells  noted  that  the  bird  was  in  all  white  basic 
plumage.  On  November  29th,  Mike  Morgante  observed  two  "medium  sized"  anserine  geese  swimming  among  a 
large  flock  of  Canada  Geese  on  the  Power  Station  Reservoir  in  Queenston,  Ontario.  Although  the  feet  of  these 
geese  were  not  visible,  Morgante  identified  as  them  adult  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  by  their  orange  beaks 
surrounded  by  the  white  forehead  patches  on  their  brown  heads.  This  goose  is  now  a  scarce  but  virtually  annual 
passage  migrant  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  in  spring  but  rare  in  the  autumn  migration.  Since  October  1973,  when  the 
bird  was  first  seen  at  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  there  have  been  only  four  fall  records,  the  last  being  a 
single  bird  in  the  Town  of  Aurora  in  Erie  County  in  October  1994.  Once  again  this  autumn,  Tom  Harper  reports 
an  adult  Red- shouldered  Hawk  apparently  is  wintering  in  a  woodlot  behind  his  house  on  Broadway  in  the  Town 
of  Darien  in  Genesee  County  and  he  assumes  that  it  is  the  same  bird  which  spent  the  winter  there  last  year. 

As  noted  in  these  pages  in  our  October  issue,  this  is  the  sixth  consecutive  year  that  at  least  one  California  Gull 
is  part  of  "The  Great  Gull  Show"  on  the  Niagara  River.  On  November  23rd,  Willie  D'Anna,  Gordon  Bellerby 
and  a  host  of  other  gull-watchers  found  an  adult  bird  of  this  species  in  basic  plumage  in  the  gorge  of  the  lower 
river,  observing  it  both  in  flight  and  on  "the  roosting  rocks"  on  the  river  shoreline  just  a  kilometer  south  of  the 
Adam  Beck  Power  Station.  D'Anna's  practiced  eye  discerned  the  bird  in  a  flock  of  Herring  Gulls  by  its  noticeably 
smaller  bodily  dimensions  and  shorter,  slimmer  bill.  Although  Bonaparte's  Gulls  appear  to  be  wintering  in  record 
numbers  and  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  sightings  continue  to  increase,  there  were  no  unusual  extra-limital  rarities 
on  the  river  other  than  the  above  mentioned  California  Gull,  to  excite  the  listers  among  us  this  month.  Shorebird 
sightings  worthy  of  note  in  November  include  an  American  Avocet  in  basic  plumage  discovered  by  Mike 
Zebehazy  while  scanning  a  mixed  flock  of  gulls  on  the  Lake  Erie  shoreline  at  the  north  boundary  of  the  Woodlawn 
Beach  State  Park  in  the  Town  of  Hamburg  on  November  1st.  Zebehazy  was  observing  the  gulls  at  some  300 
yards  distant  when  he  noted  the  "black  and  white"  wing  pattern  of  a  smaller  bird  partially  concealed  in  the  flock. 
Upon  walking  closer  for  a  better  view,  the  birds  took  wing  and  the  avocet  flew'  past  him,  alighting  on  a  sandbar  at 
the  south  end  of  the  beach.  Both  Zebehazy  and  Bob  Brock,  who  arrived  at  the  park  at  this  time,  noted  the 
unmistakable  black  and  white  plumage  pattern  and  the  bird's  upturned  recurved  bill.  It  is  the  second  record  in  nine 
weeks  for  this  avocet  at  the  Woodlawn  Beach  State  Park.  (See  Prothonotary,  vol.;  63:9,  pg.  1 14,  1997)  Finally, 
on  November  16th,  Mike  Morgante  was  scanning  a  flock  of  Cedar  Waxwings  flying  through  trees  in  a  deciduous 
woodland  in  Golden  Hill  State  Park  in  the  Town  of  Somerset  in  Niagara  County.  The  birds  were  feeding  in  berry¬ 
laden  shrubs  in  the  understorey  of  the  woods  and  Morgante's  attention  was  attracted  to  a  bird  with  a  call  of 
several  syllables  and  lower  in  pitch  than  those  of  the  Cedar  Waxwings.  He  discovered  one  of  the  birds  which  was 
larger  and  grayer  in  body  coloration  than  it's  congeners  and  with  a  diagnostic  white  line  on  its  primary  feathers 
showing  it  to  be  a  Bohemian  Waxwing,  a  winter  vagrant  irregular  in  occurrence  in  our  study  area,  mainly  along 
the  Lake  Ontario  shore. 

Joseph  Thill 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  Y ork  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 
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Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-throated  Loon 

2;8 

12 

Olcott 

Watson,  Yoerg,  Chilton 

44 

8 

5 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

8;  11 

10;85 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgan te,  D’Anna  et  al 

44 

10 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Common  Loon 

1 

25 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgan  te 

44 

9 

1 

Dayton  T  wp. 

Schweigert  etal 

Red-necked  Grebe 

1 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

11 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

D-crested  Cormorant 

1 

50 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgan  te 

44 

1 

6 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

2 

34 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

*  Cattle  Egret 

9 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Tundra  Swan 

1 

3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

1 

5 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

44 

2 

10 

Dayton  Twp.' 

Schweigert  et  al 

44 

27 

15 

Beaver  Island  S.P. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Gr.  White-fr.  Goose 

29 

2 

Queenston  Reservoir 

Morgante 

Snow  Goose 

2,9 

1,2 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  etal 

Brant 

8 

11 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante,  D’Anna 

44 

9,18;26 

i,l;l 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Yoerg,  Chilton;  Chilton 

44 

13 

4 

Olcott 

Chilton 

Wood  Duck 

8 

20 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Junkin 

Northern  Pintail 

1 

100 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Northern  Shoveler 

1 

250 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Gad  wall 

1 

42 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

4 

22 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

7 

2 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Junkin 

American  Wigeon 

1 

94 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

4 

39 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Canvasback 

1;15 

300:4000 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna,  Morgante 

Redhead 

1;15 

15;6 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna,  Morgante 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1 

150 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna 

44 

1 

200 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Greater  Scaup 

15 

5000 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante 

Lesser  Scaup 

1 

300 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

King  Eider 

11 

2 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Harlequin  Duck 

8 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

Oldsquaw 

8 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pi  tzrick.  Tucker 

Black  Scoter 

8 

12 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

9 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

15 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante 

44 

27 

3 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

44 

29 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Watson,  Broderick 

Surf  Scoter 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna 

44 

2 

2 

Krull  Park,  Olcott 

Watson  et  al 

44 

8 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

White-winged  Scoter 

27 

7 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

D’Anna 

Common  Goldeneye 

1 

100 

Niagara  Falls 

Common  Merganser 

2 

181 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Ruddy  Duck 

1 

1139 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

9 

16 

Dayton  T  wp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

1,23,27 

2,6,6 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

44 

2 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 
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Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Bald  Eagle 

9 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Junkin,Lawn,Turisk 

44 

28 

lad. 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

44 

29 

1  imm. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Thill,  Andrle 

Northern  Goshawk 

9 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Turisk  etal 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

9 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

Turisk 

19-25 

1 

Darien  Twp. 

Harper 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

15 

1 

EllicottvilleTwp. 

Schweigert 

44 

27 

1 

Little  Valley  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

30 

2 

Conewango  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

30 

1 

Leon  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Merlin 

1 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante 

44 

27 

1 

Pt.  Dalhousie,  Ont. 

Thill 

Peregrine  Falcon 

7 

1 

Buffalo 

D’Anna 

Black-bellied  Plover 

4L 

5 

Wood  lawn  Beach  S.P. 

Watson 

Killdeer 

27 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Schweigert 

American  A  vocet 

1 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Zebehazy,  Brock 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

2 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

9L 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Sanderling 

1 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

7L 

1 

Goat  Island 

Chilton 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

9L 

1 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

Purple  Sandpiper 

30 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante 

Dunlin 

1 

16 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

2,9 

34,18 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

9 

38 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

44 

23,29 

6,1 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante 

44 

29 

53 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Thill,  Andrle 

Common  Snipe 

2L 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

American  Woodcock 

7L 

1 

TonawandaTwp. 

Hess 

Little  Gull 

11 

5 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

15;22 

i;i 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna,  Morgante 
D’Anna,Bellerby;D’Anna 

California  Gull 

23;27 

1;1  ad. 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Iceland  Gull 

15;29 

13 

Niagara  Falls 

Potter;  Morgante 

44 

23,29 

3,4 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Morgante 

D’Anna 

Lesser  Black-b.  Gull 

1 

2  ad. 

Goat  Island 

44 

2 

1  imm. 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

9 

3  ad. 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

15 

1  imm.,  3  ad. 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna 

44 

21 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson 

23,29,30 

13.2 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Morgante 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

23 

1  imm.,  2ad. 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

44 

25,30 

2,1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Y  oerg  et  al 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

27 

1  imm.,  4  ad. 

Niagara  Falls 

44 

29 

2  imm.,  4  ad. 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

29 

2  ad. 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

29 

2  ad. 

Oueenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna  et  al 

Glaucus  Gull 

27;29 

i;i 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna;  Watson 

44 

2930 

i;i 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Morgante;  Y  oerg 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

11 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

44 

29 

1  imm. 

Niagara  Falls 

Potter 

Common  Tern 

2L 

2 

Olcott 

Y  oerg,  Henderson 

Long-eared  Owl 

2 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Morgante,  Vallone 

44 

29 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Thill,  Andrle 
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Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Homed  Lark 

1 

60 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgan  te 

44 

9 

52 

Eden  Twp. 

Andde 

American  Crow 

19 

500 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Common  Raven 

5 

1 

Bush  Hill  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

27 

2 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

Tufted  Titmouse 

29 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Thill,  Andrle 

Carolina  Wren 

4 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Winter  Wren 

6 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Andde 

44 

10 

1 

Olcott 

Chilton 

44 

18 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

3L 

1 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1 

11 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

44 

9 

2 

Concord  Twp. 

Turisk 

44 

13 

13 

Olcott 

Chilton 

44 

16 

3 

Hartland  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

29 

2 

Orangeville  Twp. 

Kunze 

Northern  Mockingbird 

8 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

American  Pi  pet 

1 

20 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

15 

9 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Morgante 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

16 

2 

Y  ates  T  wp. 

44 

16,23L 

2,3 

Dayton  T  wp. 

Schweigert 

*  Bohemian  Waxwine 

16 

i;4 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante;  D’Anna 

Cedar  Wax  wing 

2 

312 

New  Albion  Lake 

Schweigert 

44 

23 

250 

Lockport 

S.  O’Donnell 

Northern  Shrike 

1F;16 

i;i 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante;  D’Anna 

44 

2 

l 

Lockport 

Morgante,  Vallone 

44 

3 

l 

Somerset  T  wp. 

Chilton 

44 

5 

l 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

44 

16 

l 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante 

44 

16 

l 

Darien  Twp. 

Harper 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

5L 

l 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Andde 

Yellow-rump.  Warbler 

15 

2 

Genesee  Co.  Park 

Kunze 

44 

16 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante,  Turisk 

44 

30 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Junkin,  Newtons 

Chipping  Sparrow 

15-19L 

1 

Darien  Twp.(f) 

Harper 

Fox  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Warsaw  Twp. 

Kunze 

44 

1,15 

1,2 

Genesee  C.  Park 

Kunze 

44 

9 

1 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Turisk 

44 

4 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

5,16 

1,1 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

44 

7 

5 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

7,14 

3,5 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Junkin,  Burton 

44 

7,14 

3,5 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Junkin,  Burton 

44 

9 

2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

9 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Turisk 

44 

13-17 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

44 

17,20 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodzki 

Lapland  Longspur 

1;16;18 

2;1;1 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante,  Potter,  Y  oerg 

Snow  Bunting 

2,9 

1,10 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

9 

12 

Wendt  Beach  S.P. 

Andde 

44 

11 

200 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

16;18 

300300 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna;  Yates 

44 

18 

50 

Barker 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

141 


No.  63,  Vol.  12 

Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Snow  Bunting 

23 

35 

Pendleton  Twp. 

S.  O’Donnell 

it 

29 

1 

Orangeville  Twp. 

Kunze 

Rusty  Blackbird 

1 

60 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

it 

7 

62 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

tt 

24 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Pine  Grosbeak 

8 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

it 

18 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

Y oerg,  Chilton 

Purple  Finch 

14 

1 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrle 

it 

15 

1 

Darien  Twp. 

Harper 

Red  Crossbill 

1 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

it 

8;18 

6;1 

Wilson  Twp. 

Morgante;Y  oerg;Chilton 

White-w.  Crossbill 

1,9,16 

42,14,10 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

it 

i;8 

7;7 

Wilson  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell  Morgante 

tt 

2,9;  16 

6,6;20 

Somerset  T  wp. 

Y  oerg;  Potter 

it 

8;  18 

12 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante;Y  oerg,Chilton 

tt 

22,23 

1 

Niagara  Falls(f) 

Roberson  et  al 

Common  Redpoll 

i;8 

45;250 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante;  D’ Anna 

tt 

l;9 

20;  10 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante;S&T  O’Donnell 

tt 

1,30 

6,1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

tt 

18 

10 

Y  ates  T  wp. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

Pine  Siskin 

1 

59 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

it 

1-11 

6  max. 

Warsaw  Twp.(f) 

Kunze 

tt 

1 

30 

Wilson  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

it 

9-28 

9  max. 

Yates  Twp(f) 

O.  Rosche 

tt 

9 

2 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

S.  O’Donnell 

tt 

18 

1 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrle 

tt 

22 

1 

Lancaster  Twp.(f) 

Morgante 

tt 

24 

1 

Darien  Twp.(f) 

Harper 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1 

19 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

tt 

1-30 

21  max. 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

tt 

1;18 

24;  18 

Wilson  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell;  Yoerg 

tt 

2 

1 

Colden(f) 

Wojewodzki 

tt 

2 

9 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Turisk 

tt 

4,27 

1,9 

Wales(f) 

O.  Rosche 

tt 

5 

100 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Junkin,  Pitcovich 

it 

8 

7 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna 

tt 

8,19,23 

5  max. 

Warsaw  Twp.(f) 

Kunze 

tt 

9 

23 

Somerset  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

tt 

9 

30 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Turisk 

tt 

24-30 

2 

Darien  Twp.(f) 

Harper 

tt 

29 

5  max. 

Orangeville  Twp. 

Kunze 

tt 

30 

41 

Great  Valley  Twp. (f) 

Schweigert 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 268 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue . 2 

Total  for  year . 270 


142 


No.  63,  Vol.  12 


Corrigendum 


Prothonotary,  Vol.  58:12  (December,  1992) 

Page  137,  line  30  -  change  R&M  Plank  to  R&M  Planck 
“  line  31- 
“  line  42- 

Prothonotary ,  Vol.  63:10  (October,  1997) 

Page  113,  line  15  -  change  “shoreline  of  the  Woodlawn  Beach  State  Park”  to:  “shoreline  of  Lake  Erie  at  Athol 
Springs” 

Page  113,  line  23  -  change  “identified  it  as  an  immature”  to:  “. . .  an  adult” 

Page  1 14,  line  10  -  delete  “with  a  diagnostic  red  spot  on  the  lower  mandible”  and  change  to:  “with  dark  eves” 

Page  1 14,  line  13  -  change  “Indiana  birder  Dick  Plank”  to:  “Michigan  birder  Rod  Planck” 

Page  114,  line  15  -  change  surname  “Plank”  to:  “Planck”;  change  “in  the  gorge  at  Queenston”  to:  “Queenston 
Reservoir” 

Page  114,  line  16  -  delete  entire  line  and  rewrite:  “and  previously,  on  November  24th,  he  discovered  an  adult 
Slaty-backed  Gull ...” 


Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  November  1997 

As  in  August  of  this  year,  an  American  Avocet  was  reported  again  at  Woodlawn  Beach  State  Park  in 
Hamburg  on  November  1.  Would  it  be  the  same  bird  or  is  Woodlawn  just  an  attractive  stop  for  wandering 
avocets? 

Gull  reports  from  the  Niagara  River  were  quiet  until  the  last  week  of  November.  At  this  time,  ten  species 
were  finally  reported,  including  the  now  annual  California  Gull.  The  winter  finch  invasion,  sprouted  during 
October,  came  to  bloom  in  November.  Small  flocks  of  White- winged  and  Red  Crossbills,  Common  Redpolls  and 
Evening  Grosbeaks  were  reported  from  many  locations.  By  the  end  of  the  month,  a  few  Pine  Grosbeaks  and 
Bohemian  Waxwings  were  found  along  the  Lake  Ontario  Plains. 

David  F.  Suggs 


Changes  in  the  7th  edition  of  the  American  Ornithologist’s 
Union  Check-list  of  North  American  Birds 

The  Forty-first  Supplement  to  the  American  Ornithologist’s  Union  Check-list  of  American  Birds  (The  Auk 
114(3):  542-552,  1997),  the  last  supplement  before  the  publication  of  the  7th  edition,  contains  taxonomic  and 
nomenclatural  changes  as  well  as  changes  in  sequence  or  rank  of  certain  taxonomic  categories.  Many  details  on 
reasons  for  the  changes  will  be  discussed  in  the  Preface  or  text  of  the  new  volume.  Changes  included  in  the  42st 
Supplement  that  affect  species  recorded  in  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Study  Area,  and,  consequently, 
require  some  changes  in  its  publications  (the  Prothonotary ,  Date  Guide,  and  Field  Check-list )  are  as  follows: 

1)  The  family  Cathartidae  (American  vultures)  is  transferred  from  the  order  Falconiformes  to  the  order 
Ciconiiformes  (herons,  ibises  and  storks),  so  the  Black  Vulture  and  Turkey  Vulture  are  moved  to  follow  the  Woos 
Stork  in  the  sequence. 
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2)  The  sequential  arrangement  of  the  species  in  the  family  Anatidae  (swans,  geese  and  ducks)  is  rearranged  as 
follows: 

Greater  White-fronted  Goose 

Snow  Goose 

Ross’  Goose 

Canada  Goose 

Brant 

Barnacle  Goose 
Mute  Swan 
Tundra  Swan 
Wood  Duck 
Gad  wall 

Eurasian  Wigeon 
American  Wigeon 
American  Black  Duck 
Mallard 

Blue- winged  Duck 
Cinnamon  Teal 
Northern  Shoveler 
Northern  Pintail 
Green-winged  Teal 
Canvasback 
Redhead 

Ring-necked  Duck 
Greater  Scaup 
Lesser  Scaup 
King  Eider 
Common  Eider 
Harlequin  Duck 
Surf  Scoter 
White- winged  Scoter 
Black  Scoter 
Oldsquaw 
Bufflehead 
Common  Goldeneye 
Barrow’s  Goldeneye 
Smew 

Hooded  Merganser 
Common  Merganser 
Red-breasted  Merganser 
Ruddy  Duck 

3)  Patronymic  English  names  that  end  in  “s”  are  rendered  in  the  possessive  (“s’s”)  as  are  other  patronyms.  So 
it  is  Ross’s  Goose,  Harris’s  Sparrow  and  Ross’s  Gull. 

4)  The  New  World  Quail  are  raised  to  the  family  Odontophoridae,  so  Northern  Bobwhite  is  included  in  it  instead 
of  in  the  Phasianidae. 

5)  The  specific  name  of  the  American  Golden-Plover  is  corrected  to  the  adjectival  form  dominica. . 

6)  The  sequence  of  the  genera  Stercorarius  (jaegers)  and  Catharacta  (skuas)  is  reversed  so  Great  Skua  precedes 
the  jaegers. 

7)  The  specific  name  of  the  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  is  changes  from  borealis  to  cooperi. . 

8)  The  families  Laniidae  (shrikes),  Vireonidae(vireos)  and  Corvidae  (jays,  amgpies  and  crows)  are  transfered  in 
that  order  to  before  the  Alaudidae(larks).  The  sequence  of  species  in  each  family  remains  the  same. 

9)  The  Solitary  Vireo’s  name  is  changed  to  Blue-headed  Vireo. 
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10)  The  Cliff  Swallow  is  given  a  new  generic  name,  Petrochelidon,  and  is  placed  at  the  end  of  the  swallow 
species. 

1 1)  The  generic  names  of  Black-capped  and  Boreal  Chickadees  are  changed  from  Pants  to  Poecile  and  that  of 
the  Tufted  Titmouse  to  Baeolophus. 

12)  The  kinglets  are  removed  from  the  family  Muscicapidae,  which  is  deleted,  and  placed  in  the  family 
Regulidae. 

13)  The  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  is  also  removed  from  the  Muscicapidae  and  placed  following  the  kinglets  in  the 
family  Sylviidae. 

14)  The  thrushes  (Turdidae)  are  inserted  after  the  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  with  the  Northern  Wheatear  first, 
followed  by  the  rest  of  the  thrush  species  in  their  previous  order. 

15)  The  family  Stumidae  (starlings  and  allies)  is  moved  to  follow  the  family  Mimidae  (mockingbirds,  thrashers 
and  allies)  and  before  the  Motacillidae  (wagtails  and  pipits),  with  the  Eureopean  Starling  moved  accordingly. 

16)  The  family  Emberizidaae  is  deleted  and  replaced  by  the  family  Parulidae,  under  which  the  warblers  are  listed 
as  previously. 

17)  The  family  Thraupidae  is  inserted  after  the  Parulidae,  which  contains  the  three  tanager  species. 

18)  After  the  tanagers  insert  the  family  Emberizidae  (New  World  sparrows)  and  list  the  species  in  previous  order 
from  Green-tailed  Towhee  to  Snow  Bunting.  In  this  family  the  sparrows  of  the  genus  Zonotrichia  are  rearranged 
as  follows:  White- throated  Sparrow,  Harris’s  Sparrow,  White-crowned  Sparrow. 

19)  The  seven  species  -  Northern  Cardinal  to  Dickcissel  -  are  placed  in  their  previous  order  under  the  family 
Cardinal idae  after  the  Emberizidae. 

20)  This  is  followed  by  the  family  Icteridae  (blackbirds)  contains  species  Bobolink  to  Baltimore  Oriole. 

21)  The  families  Fringillidae  and  Passeridae  then  follow  with  the  same  sequence  of  species  as  previously. 

Statisticians 


The  Hamlin  Beach  Lake  Watch 

Hamlin  Beach  State  Park  is  located  on  Lake  Ontario  in  the  northwest  comer  of  Monroe  County  and  about  12 
miles  east  of  the  designated  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  territory.  This  fall  Braddock  Bay  Raptor  Research 
hired  Michael  Lanzone  to  monitor  seabird  populations  as  they  passed  this  park.  (BOS  contributed  to  the  support  of 
this  project.)  What  appears  to  make  this  location  good  for  this  purpose  is  its  situation  just  west  of  the  slight 
southeastern  turn  of  the  lake  shore.  Birds  flying  west  approach  the  shore  more  closely  there.  The  observation  post 
is  also  slightly  elevated  —  perhaps  ten  feet  above  the  lake  level  —  to  give  a  good  view  of  the  lake. 

The  survey  results  comprise  a  few  observations  from  early  September  and  then  daily  totals  from  September  15 
to  December  20.  Although  out  of  the  BOS  area,  they  serve  our  interests  by  providing  a  good  indication  of  the 
volume  and  timing  of  seabird  movements  that  continue  into  our  region.  The  vast  majority  of  birds  recorded  were 
flying  west.  For  more  information  about  this  census,  results  from  earlier  counts,  and  daily  totals  from  this  year 
see  the  Braddock  Bay  Raptor  Research  website  at: 

http://www.geocities.eom/Y  osemite/8676/hb_grand  total  s.html/ 

It  would  be  interesting  to  compare  the  Hamlin  Lake  Watch  results  with  similar  counts  taken  at  Shadigee  or 
Golden  Hills  State  Park.  —  Gerry  Rising 
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Hamlin  Beach  Lake  Watch  Totals:  Fall  1997 


Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Totals 

1  Day  Max 

Date 

Red-throated  Loon 

1 

224 

17890 

1726 

19841 

2777 

25  Nov 

Common  Loon 

1102 

3939 

11667 

138 

16846 

2982 

Nov  7 

loon  sp. 

4 

4 

8 

Homed  Grebe 

60 

1109 

712 

92 

1973 

222 

Oct  22 

Red-necked  Grebe 

17 

44 

306 

32 

399 

56 

Nov  23 

Eared  Grebe 

1 

1 

1 

Nov  26 

Northern  Gannett 

1 

1 

1 

Nov  23 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

762 

8154 

172 

9088 

934 

Oct  26 

Great  Cormorant 

1 

1 

1 

Nov  5 

Great  Blue  Heron 

19 

7 

17 

43 

17 

Nov  15 

Great  Egret 

1 

1 

1 

Sep  30 

Tundra  Swan 

7 

7 

4 

Nov  1 

Mute  Swan 

7 

7 

4 

Oct  15 

Snow  Goose 

7 

7 

7 

Oct  22 

Brant 

1217 

1568 

2785 

916 

Nov  6 

Canada  Goose 

2810 

3281 

1132 

249 

7472 

227 

Oct  8 

goose  sp. 

1 

1 

Wood  Duck 

22 

11 

3 

36 

11 

Oct  19 

Green-winged  Teal 

218 

984 

65 

2 

1269 

159 

Oct  23 

American  Black  Duck 

44 

873 

1045 

66 

2028 

151 

Nov  13 

Mallard 

130 

1498 

2540 

428 

4596 

758 

Nov  29 

Northern  Pintail 

304 

2529 

82 

1 

2916 

1041 

Oct  17 

Blue- winged  Teal 

34 

24 

58 

12 

Oct  7 

Northern  Shoveler 

3 

32 

35 

9 

Oct  9 

Gadwall 

22 

24 

29 

75 

12 

Sep  15 

American  Wigeon 

152 

803 

79 

1034 

153 

Oct  7 

Canvasback 

25 

348 

75 

448 

184 

Nov  9 

Redhead 

9 

45 

356 

410 

183 

Dec  3 

Ring-necked  Duck 

3 

135 

19 

17 

174 

49 

Oct  16 

Greater  Scaup 

276 

8560 

19855 

15476 

44167 

2994 

Dec  3 

Lesser  Scaup 

107 

377 

62 

30 

576 

55 

Oct  1 

scaup  species 

74 

1538 

4 

1616 

Common  Eider 

5 

11 

16 

5 

Nov  7 

King  Eider 

27 

13 

40 

5 

Nov  7,9 

eider  species 

2 

3 

2 

7 

Harlequin  Duck 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Nov  20,  Dec  12 

Oldsquaw 

1 

2297 

6461 

11661 

20420 

4582 

Dec  2 

Black  Scoter 

23 

661 

12157 

139 

12980 

11635 

Nov  7 

Surf  Scoter 

353 

890 

148 

1391 

699 

Nov  7 

dark  winged  scoter 

9 

70 

74 

18 

171 

White-winged  Scoter 

1104 

15926 

18398 

41276 

76704 

8631 

Dec  9 

scoter  species 

8 

76 

84 

Common  Goldeneye 

1619 

8148 

1110 

10877 

1156 

Nov  7 

Bufflehead 

571 

984 

35 

1590 

172 

Nov  8 

Hooded  Merganser 

9 

320 

21 

72 

Nov  18 

146 


No.  63,  Vol.  12 


Hamlin  Beach  Lake  Watch  Totals:  Fall  1997 


Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Totals 

1  Day  Max 

Date 

Common  Merganser 

11 

124 

486 

759 

1380 

126 

Dec  12 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

169 

3847 

26250 

845 

31111 

7885 

Nov  19 

merganser  species 

2 

2 

Ruddy  Duck 

9 

13 

22 

13 

Nov  18 

duck  species 

149 

1503 

76 

1728 

American  Coot 

1 

1 

1 

Oct  23 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

5 

3 

5 

13 

5 

Sep  17,  Nov  3 

Red  Phalarope 

1 

15 

16 

15 

Nov  27 

phalarope  species 

6 

17 

5 

28 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

1 

2 

9 

3 

15 

2 

Nov  9,23 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

8 

11 

7 

3 

29 

4 

Oct  22 

jaeger  species 

28 

28 

2 

2 

60 

Little  Gull 

2 

7 

41 

33 

83 

22 

Nov  20 

Common  Black-headed  Gull 

2 

1 

2 

2 

7 

1 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

947 

3394 

10349 

17391 

32081 

2567 

Dec  3 

Ross's  Gull 

1 

1 

1 

Nov  9 

Thayer's  Gull 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Nov  ?,  Dec  16 

Iceland  Gull 

6 

3 

9 

1 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

1 

1 

1 

Dec  14 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1 

white-winged  gull  species 

1 

1 

- 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

143 

796 

939 

239 

Dec  1 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

7 

52 

7 

66 

18 

Nov  9 

Sabine's  Gull 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Sep  15,  Nov  24 

gull  species 

2 

1 

3 

Caspian  Tern 

11 

1 

12 

3 

Sep  1*,  15 

Common  Tern 

159 

6 

1 

166 

47 

Sep  1* 

Forster's  Tern 

20 

2 

22 

8 

Sep  9* 

tern  species 

2 

2 

Marbled  Murrelet 

1 

1 

1 

Nov  15 

unidentified  seabirds 

150 

150 

TOTALS 

8829 

66122 

142594 

92964 

310509 

23258 

Nov  7 

Loons 

1103 

4167 

29557 

1868 

36695 

3236 

Nov  7 

Grebes 

77 

1153 

1019 

124 

2373 

224 

Oct  22 

Swans,  Geese  and  Ducks 

5675 

49007 

101182 

72728 

228242 

19521 

Nov  7 

Dabbling  Ducks 

929 

6778 

3843 

497 

12047 

1316 

Oct  17 

Diving  Ducks 

1787 

36213 

94556 

71982 

204188 

18387 

Nov  7 

Scaup 

457 

10475 

19921 

15506 

46359 

2994 

Dec  3 

Scoters 

1144 

17086 

31519 

41581 

91330 

13428 

Nov  7 

Mergansers 

182 

3980 

27056 

1625 

32493 

8036 

Nov  19 

Phalaropes 

11 

21 

25 

57 

15 

Nov  27 

Jaegers 

37 

41 

18 

8 

104 

15 

Sep  23 

Gulls 

952 

3412 

10600 

18236 

33200 

5839 

Dec  2 

Terns 

192 

9 

1 

202 

50 

Sep  1* 

Note:  *  indicates  outside  regular  count  period 
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UPDATE  OF  PEREGRINE  FALCONS  IN  BUFFALO  ,  DECEMBER  1997 

The  Toledo  female  Peregrine  Falcon,  injured  last  May  in  a  struggle  with  the  local  City  Hall  pair  of  falcons, 
returned  around  December  18  and  checked  in  most  appropriately  at  the  Delaware  Avenue  office  of  the  Immigration 
and  Naturalization  Service.  It  sat  on  the  window  sill  and  allowed  its  leg  bands  to  be  examined  closely. 

Mark  Kandel  ,  senior  wildlife  biologist  for  the  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation,  is  delighted  that 
she  is  back.  He  said  no  one  can  be  sure  if  she  has  a  mate  and  plans  some  serious  homesteading  or  is  just  passing 
through.  He  hopes  the  resident  pair  will  return  and  that  the  Toledo  falcon  will  find  another  territory  so  as  to  avoid 
the  conflict  of  last  spring.  (The  Buffalo  News  of  Dec.  21  carried  an  account  of  the  sighting). 

Since  that  report  caue  out,  two  Peregrines  were  seen  December  23  on  the  tower  of  City  Hall  at  9:30  a.m.  They 
were  not  identified  more  specifically  (a  difficult  matter). 

On  December  28  my  wife  and  I  searched  in  the  city  and  found  a  Peregrine  on  the  City  Hall  tower,  sitting  on  a 
spotlight  just  below  the  observation  deck,  a  favored  spot.  Below  the  white  breast  was  a  buffy  band  seen  in  some 
individuals.  Kandel  said  this  resembled  the  Toledo  bird.  The  leg  bands  were  hidden.  The  bird  was  seen  at  2:55 
p.m.  and  flew  10  minutes  later  in  a  NE  direction  and  could  not  be  found  again. 

Kandel  is  asking  for  BOS  support  again  this  year.  Sightings  should  be  reported  to  him  at  851-7010. 
Observation  from  a  nearby  building  is  available  as  it  was  last  year.  For  access  information  call  Kandel  or  the 
writer. 

As  to  the  leg  bands,  the  Toledo  female  has  on  the  left  leg  a  black  band  bearing  an  “x”,  below  that  a  red  band 
with  a  “9”.  The  right  leg  has  1  rose-colored  band. 

On  the  Buffalo  adults  the  female  has  silver  on  the  left  leg  and  red  on  the  right  (the  red  is  wearing  off).  The 
male  has  silver  on  left  and  none  on  right. 

The  young  Buffalo  birds  from  1996  have  on  the  left  leg  a  black  band  over  a  red  one,  unfortunately  the  same  as 
that  of  the  Toledo  female. 

Recently  a  Peregrine  was  sighted  on  a  motel  in  Niagara  Falls,  NY.  So  keep  on  the  lookout. 


Bill  Burch 


BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Hum  bolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


Jan.  14:  Gail  Seamans  will  challenge  us  with  a  bird  identification  presentation. 

Jan.  28:  Bill  Burch  will  present  slides  and  information  from  a  trip  to  Texas. 

Feb.  11:  Ken  Roblee  of  the  DEC  will  give  us  an  update  on  various  projects  including  Buckhom  Island  State 

Park  and  sites  in  Tonawanda  and  the  Niagara  River. 

Feb.  25:  Brett  Ewald  will  give  a  program  on  his  project  Lake  Watch  which  takes  place  on  Lake  Ontario  near 

Rochester. 

Mar.  11:  Dick  Christansen  will  offer  a  program  on  the  adaptations  of  artic  species  to  their  habitate  and 

migration. 
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FIELD  TRIPS 


Feb.  1:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  and  Falls.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Leader  Gail  Seamans 

(762-921 1  -  work) 

Feb.  15:  Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  Trip.  Meet  at  9:00  a.m.  Leaders: Blayne  Faman  and  Terry  Yonker  (745- 

9129)  (Call  leader  if  you  wish  to  meet  us  on  the  Canadian  side). 

Mar.  21:  Saturday.  Lake  On tariio  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  County.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  in  Wrightls  Comers 

(north  of  Lockport)  on  Route  78  at  the  Tops,  a  block  north  of  the  Route  104  intersection.  Leaden 
Willie  D’Anna  (73 1-4348). 

Mar.  28:  Saturday  .  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the  Tanning  Bed 

store,  on  the  south  dide  of  Main  Street,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Transit  Road.  Leader:  Morgan  Jones  (433- 
5687). 

Apr.  5:  Sunday.  Daylight  Savings  Time  begins.  Set  clocks  ahead  1  hour. 

Apr.  5:  Sunday.  B.O.S.  April  Bird  Count.  (This  os  one  week  earlier  than  usual  to  avoid  conflict  with  Easter 

Sunday).  Compiler.  TBA. 

Apr.  18:  Saturday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ontario.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Bob  Evans  parking  lot  in 

Niagara  Falls,,  NY  where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  (Route  62).  Or  go  directly  to  Beamer 
Conservation  Area.  This  is  30  miles  into  Canada  on  the  escarpment  above  Grimsby.  Don’t  go  if  it  is 
raining.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690) 

Apr.  26:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  the  Tanning  Bed  store,  on  the  south  dide 

of  Main  Street,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Transit  Road.  We  will  join  the  Rochester  GOS  at  9:30  a.m.  at  the 
Braddock  Bay  Park  shelter.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987) 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler 
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THE  MONTH:  December,  1997 

December’s  weather  was  a  mixed  bag,  cloudy  and  mild  with  temperatures  above  normal  while 
precipitation,  in  the  form  of  rain  or  snow,  was  below  average  for  the  period.  The  National  Weather  Service 
gives  credit  for  our  green  Christmas  to  meteorological  disruptions  caused  by  the  arrival  of  the  Pacific  Ocean 
weather-maker,  ‘El  Nino’,  a  warm  water  current  which  periodically  is  diverted  in  December  eastward  from  the 
equator  across  the  colder  waters  of  the  Central  Pacific  to  the  west  coasts  of  South  America  and  North  America. 
This  phenomenon  creates  atmospheric  conditions  along  these  coastlines  which  distort  patterns  of  airflow  five 
to  fifteen  miles  above  sea  level  and  affect  barometric  readings  and  weather  patterns  on  both  continents.  This 
month  El  Nino  diverted  the  flow  of  two  major  jet  streams  over  North  America  sparing  our  region  from  the  cold 
arctic  air  out  of  Canada  and  confining  major  weather  disturbances  in  the  northeast  to  the  Atlantic  Coast. 
Although  historically  El  Nino  occurs  approximately  once  every  seven  years,  it  is  the  second  occurrence  in 
North  America  in  the  last  three  years.  (See  Prothonotary ,  vol.  61  :l,pg.  1,  1995).  In  any  case,  the  first  15  days  of 
December  were  seasonally  cold  as  a  series  of  low  pressure  systems  from  the  upper  Great  Lakes  and  the 
Northern  Plains  circulated  moist  cold  air  over  the  warm  open  waters  of  Lake  Erie  generating  more  heavy  ‘lake- 
effect’  snow  squalls  in  the  snow  belts  of  Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus  counties  and  paralyzing  social  and 
commercial  activity  in  the  affected  areas  on  December  5th  and  6th;  on  the  10th,  our  only  brush  with  a  coastal 
storm  occurred  when  a  residual  6.3  inches  of  wet  snow  on  easterly  winds  was  dumped  on  the  metropolitan 
Buffalo  region  and  up  to  15  inches  in  the  northern  and  eastern  suburbs.  It  was  the  only  significant  snowfall  of 
the  period  at  Buffalo.  By  December  15th,  a  high  pressure  system  over  the  Tennessee  Valley  and  a  deep  low 
pressure  system  over  Hudson’s  Bay  blocked  the  descent  of  cold  arctic  air  to  the  lower  latitudes  and  the 
northeast  basked  in  a  sustained  five  day  southwesterly  flow  of  warm  air  and  sunshine.  For  the  most  part. 
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temperatures  remained  above  average  with  minimal  precipitation  until  a  deep  low  pressure  system  from  the 
upper  Great  Lakes  deepened  over  the  region  on  December  30th  bringing  cold  polar  air  and  a  four  inch  snowfall 
at  Buffalo  and  lake  effect  snow  squalls  further  south  to  end  the  year  on  a  decidedly  wintry  note.  The  average 
temperature  for  December  at  Buffalo,  31.8°(F)  was  2.7  degrees  above  normal;  precipitation  in  the  form  of  rain 
measured  2.97  inches,  .70  inches  below  normal;  snowfall  measured  only  18.2  inches,  6.1  inches  below  normal; 
29%  of  possible  sunshine  was  recorded,  2%  above  normal  for  the  period.  (Meteorological  conditions  as 
recorded  at  Buffalo-Niagara  International  Airport.) 

Mild  temperatures  and  the  absence  of  significant  weather  disturbances  in  December  did  not  appear  to 
diminish  the  number  of  wintering  gulls  on  the  Niagara  River  and  its  environs;  indeed,  the  eight  Iceland  Gulls 
recorded  on  the  society’s  Christmas  Bird  Count  on  the  21st  was  the  highest  count  for  this  species  except  for  the 
record  high  number  of  15  tallied  on  the  1990  CBC.  The  five  Glaucous  Gulls  reported  between  the  Control 
Gates  on  the  upper  Niagara  River  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  and  the  Adam  Beck  Power  overlook  in  the  lower 
river  gorge  was  the  largest  count  for  this  species  in  a  single  day  since  28  birds  were  counted  on  the  ice  of  the 
North  Flarbor  at  LaSalle  Park  in  Buffalo  during  a  BOS  field  trip  on  February  17th,  1985  (see  Prothonotary ,  vol. 
51:3,  March  1985,  pg.  34).  Many  observers  have  commented  on  the  steady  increase  in  numbers  of  Great  Black- 
backed  Gulls  in  our  study  area  over  the  past  several  years  but  it  remained  for  Niagara-on-the-Lake  resident 
Gordon  Bellerby  to  give  credence  to  their  observations.  On  December  14th,  Bellerby  undertook  a  survey  of 
Great  Black-back  numbers,  commencing  at  the  Water  Control  Gates  in  the  Niagara  River  above  the  falls  to  the 
Queenston  Reservoir  and  the  Adam  Beck  Power  Intake  overlook;  his  itinerary  also  included  stops  at  all  sites 
with  gull  concentrations  in  the  lower  river  north  to  its  confluence  with  Lake  Ontario.  His  survey  yielded  a  total 
of  950  Great  Black-backs,  610  of  which  were  counted  among  the  innumerable  larids  on  the  shoreline  of  the 
Queenston  Reservoir.  In  view  of  the  large  wintering  population  of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  on  the  lower  Niagara 
River  in  November,  Bellerby  also  reactivated  his  gull  monitoring  project  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  at  Niagara- 
on-the-Lake  late  in  that  month  (see  Prothonotary ,  vol. 61:2,  February  1995,  pg.  14).  On  November  20th,  he 
counted  7140  bonies  at  the  flypast  and  9000  on  the  27th.  During  four  days  of  monitoring  in  December,  he  tallied 
32,320  bonies  with  a  high  count  of  12,440  birds  on  December  13th.  In  six  weeks  of  observations,  only  one  Little 
Gull  was  identified  among  these  flocks!  And  only  one  accidental  tourist  was  reported  among  the  gulls  on  the 
Niagara  River  in  December.  On  December  14th,  Willie  D’Anna  and  his  party  saw  another  California  Gull  in 
basic  plumage  at  the  Adam  Beck  overlook;  once  again  the  bird  was  observed  on  the  rocky  shoreline  on  the  New 
York  State  side  of  the  river,  leading  D’Anna  to  surmise  that  it  may  be  the  same  bird  he  reported  from  that 
location  in  November.  Of  interest  this  month  are  the  reports  of  two  or  more  ‘queer’  gulls  seen  by  many  puzzled 
observers  at  the  Adam  Beck  overlook  and  among  the  rocks  of  the  upper  rapids  in  the  Niagara  River.  There  is  a 
consensus  among  these  observers  that  the  birds  are  Herring  Gulls  but  distinguishable  from  the  northeastern 
American  subspecies,  Lams  argentatus  smithsonianus  by  slightly  darker  but  discemibly  different  upper  wings 
and  mantle.  One  candidate  briefly  considered  was  the  ‘Vaga  Gull’,  L.  a.  vagae ,  a  palearctic  subspecies  which 
also  is  distinguished  from  the  nominate  race,  L.a.argentatus  in  Europe  by  its  darker  wings.  By  month’s  end,  the 
mystery  gulls  could  no  longer  be  located  and  several  veteran  laridophiles  (dreadful  neologism!)  were  heard  to 
long  for  the  days  when  a  collector’s  permit,  a  .410  shotgun  with  high  brass  7  !4  load  and  a  reliable  outboard 
motor  resolved  such  mysteries.  ‘Dial-a-Bird’  tapes  tell  of  two  interesting  gull  observations  in  Chautauqua 
County  in  December.  During  the  Jamestown  Audubon  Christmas  Bird  Count  on  the  21st,  a  first  year  Mew  Gull, 
a  rare  vagrant  on  the  Niagara  Frontier,  was  seen  on  the  Chadakoin  River  in  Jamestown,  the  scene  of  a 
California  Gull  sighting  during  the  1996  CBC  in  that  city.  On  December  20th,  in  immature  Sabine’s  Gull  was 
seen  among  a  flock  of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  in  Dunkirk  Harbor.  Hopefully  documentation  of  these  important 
records  will  be  received  by  the  statisticians. 
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Other  interesting  records  in  December  include  a  rare  wintering  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  the  bird,  a  female, 
was  observed  by  Peter  Yoerg  in  the  company  of  a  flock  of  House  Sparrows  feeding  on  scattered  com  kernels  on 
the  ground  next  to  a  brush  pile  at  a  residence  at  the  terminus  of  the  Erie  Peat  Road  in  the  Town  of  Wainfleet, 
Ontario.  Yoerg,  who  is  familiar  with  this  species,  immediately  identified  the  bird  by  its  large  conical  bill,  white 
median  crown  and  eyebrow  stripes,  brown  mantle  and  streaked  breast.  A  Varied  Thrush,  an  occasional  western 
visitor  on  the  Niagara  Frontier,  was  discovered  at  a  feeder  at  the  Sunny  Brook  Farms  Winery  on  the  Lake  Shore 
Road  in  the  Town  of  Niagara-on-the-Lake,  by  Waterdown,  Ontario  birder  Rob  Dobos  and  his  party  in  the  late 
afternoon  of  December  28th.  It  appears  the  bird  had  been  in  residence  at  that  location  before  that  date, 
remaining  sheltered  in  an  adjacent  mixed  evergreen-deciduous  woodlot  and  only  appearing  at  the  feeder^just 
before  dusk.  It  was  subsequently  located  at  that  location  during  the  late  afternoon  hours  of  December  30  by 
Gordon  Bellerby  who  witnessed  the  thrush  flying  from  the  woodlot  to  feed.  The  lack  of  the  horizontal  black 
breast  band  of  the  adult  male  and  the  subdued  orange  coloration  of  the  eyestnpe,  breast  and  wing  bars  identified 
it  as  a  female.  Finally,  on  the  morning  of  December  3rd,  Dave  Junkin  heard  the  deep  guttural  “gronk"  call  of  a 
Common  Raven,  a  species  with  which  he  is  familiar,  and  saw  the  bird  flying  behind  three  crows  over  a  ha>  field 
near  his  residence  on  the  Pee  Dee  road  in  the  Town  of  Eagle  in  Wyoming  County.  Junkin  distinguished  it  from 
the  other  corvids  by  its  larger  size,  diagnostic  wedge-shape  tail  and  large  bill.  It  was  only  the  second  raven  he 
has  seen  in  Wyoming  County,  the  first  being  a  bird  he  saw  flying  over  his  Pee  Dee  Road  residence  on  February 
18th,  1991.  In  conversation  with  Doug  Bassett,  the  resident  naturalist  at  Letchworth  State  Park,  Junkin  was 
informed  that  Bassett  had  seen  at  least  ten  ravens  in  Wyoming  County  in  the  past  ten  years,  including  a  pair 
performing  aerial  courting  maneuvers  in  the  park.  However,  there  is  no  evidence  that  nesting  has  ever  taken 

place  in  the  county. 


Joseph  Thill 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
arrnrHinp  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adiacent  Ontario  (B  O  S.  1991)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Dec. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-throated  Loon 

28 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Morgante 

64 

28 

3 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Common  Loon 

3 

1 

Cassadaga  Lake 

Rew 

66 

7;  16 

2;1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson;  Andrle  et  al 

66 

14-31 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Homed  Grebe 

13 

1 

Queenston  Reservoir 

Morgante 

Great  Blue  Heron 

17 

19 

Motor  Island,  Niagara  R. 

Watson 

3 
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Name  of  Bird 

Dec. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

16 

1 

Buffalo 

Brock 

Tundra  Swan 

14 

13 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Greater  Scaup 

29 

5,500 

Woodlawn 

Andrle 

Oldsquaw 

13 

100 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Morgante 

Black  Scoter 

13 

1 

N  i  agara-on-the-Lake 

Morgante 

White-winged  Scoter 

13;27 

7;  14 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Morgante;  Bellerby 

Hooded  Merganser 

3 

17 

Buckhom  Island  S.P. 

Chilton 

66 

9 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Andrle 

Ruddy  Duck 

3 

2 

Cassadaga  Lake 

Rew 

Bald  Eagle 

6 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

66 

27 

3  ad., 8  imm. 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

Red-should.  Hawk 

7.8.21-23 

1 

Darien  Twp. 

Harper 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

3 

1 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Rew 

66 

15 

2 

Boston  Twp. 

Jn.  Thill 

Purple  Sandpiper 

6,7,16 

3,4,2 

Goat  Island 

several  observers 

66 

7;21 

3;i 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg;  Thills 

66 

21 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante 

Dunlin 

7;21 

6;1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg;  Thills 

66 

16 

1 

Goat  Island 

Andrle  et  al 

66 

21 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Morgante  et  al 

Little  Gull 

6 

2 

Lewiston  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

66 

17 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

13,17 

12,400,9,930 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

California  Gull 

14 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Iceland  Gull 

7;  17 

4;4 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

66 

7 

3 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Morgante 

Lesser  Black-b.  Gull 

6 

1 

Goat  Island 

S&T  O’Donnell 

66 

7;  16 

2;2 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Watson,  Andrle  et  al 

66 

7,13 

2,2 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Morgante 

66 

7;13 

8;8 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna;  Morgante 

66 

14 

6 

N.  Falls-Adam  Beck 

D'Anna  et  al 

66 

16;28 

2;4 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Andrle;  Yoerg 

Glaucus  Gull 

7;17;29 

i;i;i 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Morgante,  Yoerg,  Bellerby 

66 

7;13;28 

4;  1 ;  1 

Niagara  Falls 

several  observers 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 

14 

950 

N.  Falls-Nig.-on-Lake 

Bellerby 

Snowy  Owl 

21 

1 

Sheldon  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

66 

24 

1 

Buffalo 

Morgante 

Long-eared  Owl 

7 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

66 

28 

3 

Porter  Twp. 

Potter  et  al 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

28 

1 

Bond  Lake,  Lewiston 

Morgante 

Common  Raven 

3 

1 

Java  Twp. 

Junkin 

66 

10,17 

2,2 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

13,17,19 

1,U 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

66 

21 

1 

Cattaraugus  S.P. 

Klick 

4 
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Name  of  Bird 

Dec. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Winter  Wren 

14 

1 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

66 

28 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D'Anna,  DiTommaso 

Eastern  Bluebird 

13 

2 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Home 

66 

15 

5 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Rew,  Horbett 

64 

15 

2 

Stockton  Twp. 

Rew,  Horbett 

66 

2 1  ;28 

5;11 

Porter  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell,  Morgante 

66 

28 

6 

Bond  Lake,  Lewiston 

Morgante 

* Varied  Thrush 

28 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Dobos  et  al 

Gray  Catbird 

5 

1 

Buckhom  Island  S.P. 

Chilton 

American  Pipit 

2IL 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Thill 

Northern  Shrike 

20 

1 

Holland  Twp. 

Mitton,  Maustellar 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

21 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Thills 

66 

28 

7 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Rose-b.  Grosbeak 

7 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp.  Ont. 

Yoerg 

Fox  Sparrow 

2L 

1 

Buffalo(f) 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

28 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Morgante 

Snow  Bunting 

7 

42 

Porter  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

14 

8 

Wainfleet  Twp.  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Rusty  Blackbird 

14 

8 

Wainfleet  Twp.  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

14 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp.  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

66 

18 

10 

Tonawanda  Twp.  (f) 

Hess 

Red  Crossbill 

14 

2 

Golden  Hill  S.  Forest 

Schweigert 

White-w  Crossbill 

9,17,19 

1,2,1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Common  Redpoll 

25 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodzki 

66 

27 

325 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

66 

27 

40 

Allegany  S.P. 

Klick 

66 

28 

83 

Porter  Twp. 

Morgante 

66 

30 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (f) 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Pine  Siskin 

22-25 

4  max. 

Colden(f) 

Wojewodzik 

66 

30 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (f) 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-31 

21  max. 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

66 

3,4 

4,1 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 

O.  Rosche 

66 

9,10,20 

2,2,45 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

20 

129 

Wyoming  Co. 

Beaver  Meadow  CBC 

46 

24 

5 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Morgante 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 272 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue . 3 

Total  for  year . 275 


ADDENDA 


Name  of  Bird 

Date 

Number 

Location 

1997 

Observer 

Yellow-billed  Loon 

1/3 

1 

Pt.  Abino 

Spahn 

66 

1/4 

1 

Pt.  Abino 

Cass 

66 

1/4 

1 

Pt.  Abino 

Roy 

5 
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Name  of  Bird 

Date 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

1/4 

1 

Pt.  Abino 

Suggs 

Snowv  Egret 

8/10 

2 

Strawberry  Is. 

Lewandowski 

Gr.  Wh. -fronted  Goose 

4/3 

1 

Akron  Twp. 

Yoerg 

Canada  Goose 

2/9 

1358 

Ft.  Erie  Twp. 

Sommerville 

Bald  Eagle 

1/7,14 

U 

Ft.  Erie  Twp. 

Sommerville 

Gvrfalcon 

1/4 

1 

Pt.  Abino 

. Suggs 

*Sandhill  Crane 

8/18 

4 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Pratt 

Killdeer 

3/8 

1 

Ft.  Erie  Twp. 

Sommerville 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

5/17 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Spahn  et  al 

Wilson’s  Phalarope 

5/17 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Spahn  et  al 

5/17 

4 

Waterport 

Spahn  et  al 

*Sabine’s  Gull 

9/8 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

9/24 

1 

Port  Weller 

1996 

Roy 

Sootv  Tern 

9/8 

1 

Buffalo 

1973 

Dobos 

Ivorv  Gull 

12/31 

1 

Buckhom  Island  S.P. 

Burch 

******** 


CORRIGENDA 

In  the  Statisticians’  note  on  taxonomic  and  nomenclatual  changes  in  the  7th  edition  of  the  A.O.U  Checklist, 
published  in  the  Prothonotary ,  Vol.  63  (12):  143-145  (December  1997),  the  following  substantive  and 
typographical  corrections  should  be  made  to  the  errors  that  occurred  in  transcribing  the  note  for  publication: 
p.  143,  in  the  title  and  on  line  1  -  change  Ornithologist’s  to  Ornithologists’ 

“  ,  line  1 ,  insert  North  between  of  and  American  Birds 
“  ,  line  4  -  change  42 st  to  4fst 
“  ,  in  1 )  line  2  -  change  Woos  to  Wood 
p.  144,  in  2)  line  5  -  change  Ross’  to  Rossfs 

“  ,  in  2)  line  17  -  change  Blue- winged  Duck  to  Blue-winged  Teal 
“  ,  in  7)  line  1  -  change  changes  to  changed 

“  ,  in  8)  line  1  -  change  amgpies  to  magpies  and  transfered  to  transferred 

p.  145,  in  16)  line  1  -  change  Emberizidaae  to  Emberizidae 

“  ,  in  20)  line  1  -  change  contain  to  containing  and  insert  from  after  the  word  species 

President’s  Report  -  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

October,  1997 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  this  last  year,  has  had  a  number  of  accomplishments.  Our  club,  with  its 
open  membership  has  brought  in  a  number  of  new  members  that  are  interested  in  learning  about  birds  and  bird 
like.  These  new  members,  with  their  eagerness  to  learn,  are  looking  to  the  membership  that  has  enjoyed  birding 

over  the  years,  for  guidance  and  help,  learning  the  best  field  marks  to  use  and  reasons  why  and  how  a  bird  car 

be  identified.  The  field  trips  that  the  club  takes,  inviting  any  and  all  people  interested  in  birding,  is  one  of  the 
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ways  the  new  members  have  of  seeing  birds  in  different  habitats  and  learning  identification  skills.  New  learners 
need  to  make  their  needs  known  so  that  more  skilled  birders  can  help  them.  Newcomers  should  not  be 
embarrassed  that  they  need  help  and  more  skilled  observers  should  not  be  embarrassed  that  they  don't  know  all 
the  answers.  We  are  all  still  learning. 

Another  accomplishment  was  the  setting  of  policy  by  the  Special  Projects  Committee  on  how  money  in  the 
Special  Projects  account  be  used.  As  reported  earlier,  there  is  money  that  can  be  used  for  ornithological  studies. 
Projects  need  not  be  large  or  excessively  long-lived.  If  anyone  in  the  club  can  add  to  bird  knowledge  they 
should  talk  to  the  committee  for  guidance  and  if  funds  are  needed  the  committee  can  indicate  the  help  that  can 
be  given.  A  study  on  some  ornithological  project  is  also  a  good  learning  tool. 

In  1996  the  society  saw  the  assessment  of  its  Grand  Island  property  raised  to  $45,800  and  the  result  was  a 
much  higher  tax  bill.  In  1997  the  assessment  was  reduced  to  $29,100  making  the  taxes  more  manageable.  The 
Council  studied  the  various  ways  we  could  afford  to  keep  the  property  and  after  the  assessment  reduction  it  was 
decided  to  keep  the  property  and  pay  the  tax.  People  on  Grand  Island  are  interested  in  seeing  that  this  property 
remain  in  its  present  use  and  have  helped  by  paying  part  of  the  tax,  both  in  1996  and  1997. 

Our  program  committee,  headed  by  Mike  Davis  continues  to  give  us  interesting  and  informative  programs. 
It  does,  however,  take  a  lot  of  time  and  work  to  keep  programs  coming.  We  shall  need  a  strong  committee  to 
continue  this  work  as  Mike  Davis  has  asked  for  relief  from  this  job,  as  he  spends  more  time  as  a  Council 
member.  Consider  working  on  this  committee  if  you  can,  so  that  we  can  continue  having  quality  programs.  This 
committee,  in  reviewing  its  work,  feels  that  more  programs  should  be  given  on  identification  skills.  I  have 
asked  qualified  members  of  our  club  for  help  and  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  have  had  less  than  enthusiastic  support. 
Gulls  are  a  challenge  to  identify,  as  there  are  seasonal  changes  in  these  birds,  and  up  to  four  or  even  five  years 
of  different  plumages.  Then  there  can  be  hybrids,  birds  with  lost  feathers  and  best  of  all,  birds  that  are  not 
normally  seen  in  our  study  area,  making  identification  of  gulls  a  challenge.  For  this  family  alone  the  committee 
feels  an  identification  program  would  be  very  helpful. 

Our  Conservation  Committee  has  done  a  fine  job.  As  environmental  matters  become  more  serious,  this 
committee  will  be  busier.  Don  Roberson  has  done  a  fine  job,  be  he  needs  to  get  more  help  from  his  committee. 
We  may  need  to  prioritize  the  work,  for  we  cannot  do  it  all. 

I  have  asked  Audrey  Horbett  to  help  me  understand  what  is  in  our  library.  There  may  be  some  publications 
that  members  are  interested  in  and  we  need  to  know  the  status  of  the  library. 

Our  society,  started  in  1929  by  Harold  Mitchell  and  Clark  Beardslee,  has  almost  seven  decades  of  history.  In 
those  68  years  many  changes  have  taken  place.  Information  on  identification  has  radically  changed  so  that 
almost  every  bird  can  be  identified  in  the  field,  not  on  the  laboratory  table,  dead  from  a  gunshot.  Optical 
equipment  brings  birds  closer  with  each  advance.  Sound  recordings,  not  available  in  the  ‘30’s,  hone  sound 
identification  skills.  In  the  early  days  there  must  have  been  much  discussion  on  identification  of  birds  as  the 
members  taught  each  other.  Two  meetings  a  month  were  important  to  keep  up  to  date.  Now  we  live  in  another 
age  and  many  of  our  membership  feel  one  meeting  a  month  would  be  adequate.  I  suggest  that  the  club  consider 
having  a  committee,  made  up  of  seasoned  and  new  members,  study  this  matter  and  make  a  report  this  year. 

The  Membership  Committee  has  moved  from  a  closed  membership  to  an  open  membership  with  relative 
ease.  However,  the  classification  of  members  remains  a  mystery  to  me.  Criteria  for  advancing  members  from 
associate  to  active  status  seems  to  be  done  on  a  hit  and  miss  basis.  A  long-standing  member,  now  deceased, 
Mary  Saville  was  brought  into  the  club  as  an  associate  member  in  1969  and  was  never  advanced  to  active 
membership,  yet  she  did  a  lot  for  birding  in  Western  New  York.  Her  work  on  the  Allegany  Pilgrimage,  the 
Pymatuning  Weekend  and  other  birding  trips  helped  many  members  of  this  club  expand  their  horizons.  Yet  she 
was  never  made  an  active  member.  Fellows  and  Citation  members  are  only  selected  by  Fellows  of  the  Society. 
I’m  sure  the  club  would  continue  without  these  classes  of  membership  but  the  founders  thought  some 
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recognition  of  individuals  would  be  could  and  even  today,  I  think  this  is  true.  The  1970  membership  roster 
names  20  Fellows.  1974,  1976  and  1981  list  13,  1984,  1987  and  1989  list  12,  and  1995  lists  8  of  which  three  of 
the  members  probably  are  not  able  to  consider  new  members  in  the  Fellows  classification.  In  the  years  from 
1970  to  present  only  two  new  Fellows  were  elected.  If  the  present  trend  continues  there  will  be  no  more 
Fellows  to  elect  Fellows.  It  is  my  feeling  we  do  have  members  in  this  society  that  are  worthy  of  Fellows 
classification  and  consideration  should  be  made. 

Another  issue  of  old  versus  new,  is  that  of  the  work  of  the  statisticians.  For  many  years.  Bob  Andrle  and 
Fran  Rew  have  reviewed  our  records,  keeping  high  standards  for  our  club.  Perhaps  they  could  have  suggested 
how  we  could  do  the  job  better,  even  suggesting  how  we  could  write  a  better  verification  report,  yet  not 
lowering  the  standards.  Most  often  we  never  hear  about  our  reports  wondering  what  happened  to  them.  New 
people  are  reluctant  to  send  in  second  reports  when  they  think  they  have  done  a  good  job  on  the  first  one,  yet 
never  hear  anything  about  it.  I  think  that  it  is  time  that  the  Society  consider  changing  the  statisticians  from  two 
to  three  people,  involving  new,  younger  people  who  will  learn  from  these  two  fine  people,  training  statisticians 
for  the  future. 

This  club  needs  to  have  more  fun!  We  have  had  competitive  listing  like  the  Little  Bitty  Birdathon  that  a  lot 
of  us  have  had  fun  with.  Some  of  our  members  have  done  big  days  and  big  months  and  big  years.  Yet  we  don’t 
report  them  in  the  Prothonotary  so  that  others  of  us  get  involved.  These  fun  days  help  our  bird  identification 
skills  and  get  other  club  members  interested  in  improving  their  skills. 

Some  of  us  have  gone  afield  on  birding  trips.  Each  new  area  introduces  us  to  new  birds,  making  us  better 
birders.  These  could  be  coordinated  by  the  club. 

Many  of  us  are  reaching  the  time  of  slowing  down  and  not  being  as  active  as  we  once  were.  If  this  club 
keeps  its  vigor,  we  do  need  to  have  new  younger  members  come  and  learn  with  us.  We  should  somehow  help 
young  school  children  find  the  fascination  of  the  bird  world  and  the  out  of  doors.  When  high  school  comes 
along  many  interests  change,  yet  some  students  may  come  back  and  become  good  birders.  I  would  like  some 
volunteers  to  come  forward  and  consider  what  we,  as  an  Ornithological  Society  can  do  to  further  this  cause. 

We  do  have  a  good  club.  I  have  often  heard  from  other  birders  around  the  country  that  Buffalo  birders  know 
their  birds.  This,  I  think  is  due  the  work  of  Andrle,  Rew,  Brock,  Klabunde,  McKale,  Byron,  D’Anna  and  others 
from  the  past  like  Mitchell,  Axtell,  Vaughan,  Wendling,  Ulrich  and  others.  Change  is  sometimes  hard  to  accept, 
but  some  changes  will  improve  the  club  for  our  future.  Lest  move  forward  and  cooperate  in  the  spirit  of  helping 
each  other  learn. 

Thank  you  for  allowing  me  continue  as  president.  I  hope,  with  your  cooperation  that  the  club  will  move 
forward. 

Gail  Seamans 


BOS  Committees  1997-1998 

Membership:  Ellen  Schopp,  Jane  Heyer,  Robert  Brock 
Program:  Michael  Davis,  Jim  Wojewodzki,  Lynne  Landon 
Field  Trips:  Bill  Burch,  William  D'Anna,  Bill  Watson 

Conservation:  Don  Roberson,  Richard  Christiansen,  Lynne  Landon.  Roberta  Vallone 

Budget:  Mike  Hamilton,  Gerry  Rising 

Research:  Gerry  Rising,  Fran  Rew,  Bob  Andrle,  Bob  Wagner 

Data  Preservation:  Davis  Suggs,  William  D’Anna,  Morgan  Jones,  Mike  Hamilton,  Mike  Morgante,  Gem 
Rising 

Nominating:  Mike  Galas,  Joe  DiDomenico,  Ellen  Schopp,  Morgan  Jones,  David  Cooper 
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Audit:  Tom  Harper,  Davie  Junkin 

Refuge:  Tom  Burke,  Pat  Devine,  Roberta  McDonald,  Barbara  Nutting,  Jacquiline  Stains 
Special  Projects:  Bob  Andrle,  Bob  Brock,  Richard  Collins,  Fran  Rew,  Gerry  Rising 

Report  of  the  69th  B.O,S.  Christmas  Bird  Count 

William  Bogacki,  Compiler 

A  fair  Christmas  count  resulted  from  good  weather.  It  was  sunny  in  the  morning  and  cloudy  in  the  afternoon. 
There  were  40  participants  in  the  Buffalo  circle.  75  species  were  counted;  57,697  individuals  were  reported  in 
the  16  territories. 

Facts  and  figures  of  the  69th  Buffalo  Circle  Christmas  Count  are  reported  below;: 

Date:  December  21,  1997 

Area:  Centering  on  Grand  Island,  including  both  branches  of  the  Niagara  River  and  adjacent  territory  -  from  the 
Gorge  below  Niagara  Fails  to  Fort  Erie  and  Buffalo, 

Weather:  Morning  mostly  clear,  afternoon  partly  cloudy.  Temperatures  ranged  from  an  early  morning  low  of 
27  degrees  (F)  to  an  afternoon  high  of  32  degrees  (F),  with  winds  from  the  NW  at  5-8  mph.  The  Niagara  River 
was  free  of  ice.  The  snow  cover  was  zero. 

Coverage:  37  observers  in  17  parties  made  observations  from  5:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Party-hours  were  125  (47 
on  foot  and  78  by  car)  plus  1.75  hours  at  feeders  and  (6.75  hours  owling.  Party-miles  were  806.3  (44  on  foot 
and  762.3  by  car). 

Territories  and  Observers:  (leaders  underlined) 

A.  Canada:  Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  Welland  River  and  Niagara  River  west  to  M.C.R.R.,  Portage  Rd.  and  area 
boundary.  Willie  D'Anna.  Betsy  Potter,  Michael  Morgante,  Patrick  O'Donnell.  57  species;  13,641  individuals. 

B.  Canada:.  Welland  River  south  to  Black  Creek  and  the  Niagara  River  west  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and 
area  boundary.  Richard  Bvron.  26  species;  4,633  individuals. 

C.  Canada:  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  west  to  area  boundary  and  south  to  Bowen  Rd.  Michael  Hamilton.  25  species; 
897  individuals. 

D.  Canada:  Black  Creek  south  to  the  Peace  Bridge  and  the  Niagara  River  west  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Way. 
Frances  Rew,  Audrey  Horbett.  33  species;  2,651  individuals. 

E.  Canada:  Bowen  Rd.  south  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and  Niagara  River.  Drew 
Campbell,  Brad  Clements,  Blayne  Faman,  Marcya  Foster,  Kayo  Roy.  41  species;  2,028  individuals. 
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F.  Niagara  Falls,  NY:  Porter  Rd.,  Hyde  Park  Blvd.,  Pine  Ave.  and  Main  St.  south  to  Niagara  River,  including 
Goat  and  Cayuga  Islands  and  east  to  Military  Rd.  Lvnne  Landon,  Terry  Yonker.  31  species;  20,584  individuals. 

G.  North  Tonawanda:  Military  Rd.  southeast  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River  northeast  to  area 
boundary.  Donald  Roberson,  Robert  Andrle,  Anna  Bauer,  Mary  Clemesha,  Gerald  Condren,  Jerald  Farrell, 
Gertrude  Ruggles.  33  species;  2,188  individuals. 

H.  Tonawanda:  Sheridan  Dr.  north  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River  east  to  area  boundary.  Gerald 
Rising,  Michael  Galas,  Tom  Greg.  28  species;  1,382  individuals. 

J.  Buffalo:  Sheridan  Dr.  east  and  south  to  area  boundary,  west  to  Niagara  River.  Donald  Brasure.  Robert  Lipp. 
21  species;  3097  individuals. 

K.  Grand  Island:  West  of  Stony  Point  Rd.,  north  of  Huth  and  Long  Rds.  to  the  Niagara  River.  Robert  Wagner, 
John  Filer,  31  species;  507  individuals. 

L.  Grand  Island:  Huth  and  Long  Rds,  south  to  Whitehaven  Rd.  and  Stony  Point  Rd.  west  to  the  Niagara  River. 
William  Burch,  Thomas  Burke,  33  species;  2,496  individuals 

M.  Grand  Island:  East  of  Stony  Point  Rd.  and  north  of  Whitehaven  to  the  Niagara  River.  Michael  Zebehazy, 
Brian  Lewandowski,  34  species;  2,425  individuals. 

N.  Grand  Island,  Whitehaven  Rd.  south  to  Love  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd.  west  to  the  Niagara  River.  Robert  Brock, 
David  Cooper,  2 1  species;  267  individuals. 

O.  Grand  Island: ,  Whitehaven  Rd.  south  to  Love  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd.  east  to  the  Niagara  River  Robert  Brock, 
David  Cooper.  13  species;  1 16  individuals. 

P.  Grand  Island:  Love  Rd.  south  to  Spalding  Rd.  from  the  East  Branch  to  the  West  Branch  of  the  Niagara  River. 
Douglas  Happ,  Pat  Martin.  31  species;  382  individuals. 

Q.  Grand  Island:  South  of  Spauldine  Rd.  to  the  Niagara  River.  William  Bogacki,  Richard  Christensen,  Edward 
Ratajczak,  26  species;  403  individuals. 

Some  highlights  from  the  count  include:  the  first  Dunlin(l)  in  10  years;  first  Snow  Bunting  (1)  in  5  years;  Purple 
Sandpipers  (2)  for  the  second  year  in  a  row. 

Highest  numbers  over  the  10  year  period  from  1988-1997  were  reported  this  year  for  these  species:  Canada 
Goose  (4,315);  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  (7),  Long-eared  Owl  (16);  American  Crow  (2,409);  Tufted  Titmouse 
(57);  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  (29), 

Lowest  numbers  for  the  same  10  year  period  were:  American  Black  Duck  (22);  Common  Goldeneye  (770), 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jim  Landau 


10 


No.  64,  Vol.  1 


Buffalo  Christmas  Count:  December  21,  1997 
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Buffalo  Christmas  Count:  December  21,  1997 
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Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  December  1997 

The  Niagara  River  may  be  the  most  likely  location  to  find  gulls  in  the  region,  but  the  mighty  river  does  not 
have  exclusive  rights  to  rare  sightings.  December  Dial-a-Bird  reports  were  highlighted  by  a  late  Sabine's  Gull  in 
Dunkirk  Harbor  on  the  20th,  described  by  a  birder  visiting  from  Massachusetts,  and  a  very  rare  Mew  Gull  on 
the  Chadakoin  River  during  the  Jamestown  Christmas  Count  on  the  28th. 

Other  unpredictable  reports  during  December  were  a  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  at  the  well  known  “feeder 
house”  on  Erie  Peat  Road  in  Wainfleet  and  two  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  at  the  Queenston  Reservoir.  The 
first  Snowy  Owl  report  to  Dial-a-Bird  did  not  occur  until  December  18,  when  a  New  York  State  Parks  Police 
officer  called  in  a  description  of  a  “large  white  owl”  on  Goat  Island. 

David  F.  Suggs 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


Welcome  to  the  following  Members: 


Dick  and  Dorothy  Rosche 

(Dick  is  a  re-instated  member  and  Dorothy  is  a  new  member) 

110  Maple  Road 
East  Aurora,  NY  14052 
Phone:  652-8409 
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Please  make  the  following  address  changes: 


Anna  Mae  Bacon 
1001  Carpenters  Way  -  L230 
Lakeland,  FL  33809-3932 

Marcia  O’ Bara 

1720  E.  Thunderbird  Rd.  -  Apt.  1012 
Phoenix,  A Z  85022-5771 


REMEMBERING  STANLEY  KING 


In  the  BOS  Christmas  Bird  Count  of  1938,  Stanley  King  and  Dr.  Lee  Herndon  found  a  Purple  Sandpiper  at 
Three  Sisters  Island  at  the  Falls.  This  was  the  second  ever  observed  in  the  Buffalo  area,  the  first t  being  in  88. 
If  Stanley  was  a  member  in  1938  or  thereabouts,  this  would  establish  that  prior  to  his  death,  August  4,  1997 
Stanley  was  one  of  the  earliest  living  members  of  BOS,  perhaps  second  only  to  Winston  Brockner,  who  joined 
in  1932.  Early  membership  records  were  kept  on  3X5  file  cards,  according  to  Fran  Rew,  and  these  now  seem  to 
be  lost.  Stanley  dropped  out  of  BOS  in  the  1960s  and  rejoined  in  1971,  the  date  shown  in  the  membership 


Bom  in  Flint,  Michigan,  Stanley  attended  several  colleges  and  completed  his  music  education  with  a 

Master’s  degree  from  the  Eastman  School  of  Music  in  Rochester.  After  two  years  as  the  head  of  the  string 

department  at  Houghton  College,  he  began  in  1935  a  30-year  career  in  the  Buffalo  schools  teaching  music  at 

several  elementary  schools  and  three  high  schools.  After  his  retirement  he  played  in  several  orchestras  including 

the  Buffalo  Philharmonic,  and  the  St.  Petersburg  Florida  Symphony  where  he  and  his  wife  spent  the  winters. 

Stanley's  musical  background  not  only  gave  him  a  good  ear  for  birdsong,  but  also  his  skill  with  the  violin 

allowed  him  to  entertain  our  members  at  the  annual  BOS  dinners  in  the  1940s.  Surviving  are  Stanleys  wife,  a 

daughter,  Jane,  two  grandchildren  and  a  great-grandchild, 

&  Bill  Burch 


BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact 
Michael  Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 

Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


Feb.  25: 


Brett  Ewald  will  give  a  program  on  his  project  Lake  Watch  which  takes  place  on  Lake  Ontario 
near  Rochester. 
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Dick  Christansen  will  offer  a  program  on  the  adaptations  of  arctic  species  to  their  habitat  and 
migration. 


Mar.  11: 


FIELD  TRIPS 

Mar.  21:  Saturday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  County.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  in  Wright's  Comers 

(north  of  Lockport)  on  Route  78  at  the  Tops,  a  block  north  of  the  Route  104  intersection.  Leader: 
Willie  D’Anna  (731-4348). 

Mar.  28:  Saturday  .  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the  Tanning 

Bed  store,  on  the  south  side  of  Main  Street,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Transit  Road.  Leader:  Morgan  Jones 
(433-5687). 

Apr.  5:  Sunday.  Daylight  Savings  Time  begins.  Set  clocks  ahead  1  hour. 

Apr.  5:  Sunday.  B.O.S.  April  Bird  Count.  (This  is  one  week  earlier  than  usual  to  avoid  conflict  with 

Easter  Sunday).  Compiler:  TBA. 

Apr.  18:  Saturday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ontario.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Bob  Evans  parking  lot  in 

Niagara  Falls,,  NY  where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  (Route  62).  Or  go  directly  to  Beamer 
Conservation  Area.  This  is  30  miles  into  Canada  on  the  escarpment  above  Grimsby.  Don’t  go  if  it 
is  raining.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690) 

Apr.  26:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  the  Tanning  Bed  store,  on  the  south 

side  of  Main  Street,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Transit  Road.  We  will  join  the  Rochester  GOS  at  9:30  a.m.  at 
the  Braddock  Bay  Park  shelter.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987) 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 

Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Lynne  Landon,  139  Jackson  Street,  Youngstown,  NY  14174. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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The  mild  temperatures  we  enjoyed  for  most  of  the  month  of  December  continued  into  the  new  year  with 
January  being  the  warmest  in  eight  years  and  the  sixth  warmest  for  the  period  in  55  years  of  record  keeping  by 
the  local  National  Weather  Service  office  (fide:  Buffalo  News).  Unfortunately  meteorological  prognostications 
concerning  'El  Nino's'  effect  on  atmospheric  pressure  and  ocean  temperatures  proved  to  be  all  too  accurate;  by 
early  January,  this  weather  system  had  diverted  the  southern  jet  stream  to  the  extent  that  the  succession  of 
storms  and  high  winds  Northern  California  south  to  the  lower  Baja  Peninsula,  now  moved  east  across  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  and  the  southeastern  United  States  to  the  Atlantic  Seaboard,  On  January  2nd,  following  a  snowy 
New  Year's  Day,  a  strong  flow  of  mild  air,  circulating  on  southwest  winds  over  the  Mid- Atlantic  States,  brought 
five  days  of  decidedly  spring-like  temperatures  to  the  Niagara  Frontier,  peaking  with  a  high  temperature  reading 
for  the  month  at  Buffalo-Niagara  International  Airport  of  61°(F)  on  the  5th.  On  January  6th,  a  deep  low  pressure 
system  behind  a  warm  front  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  moved  rapidly  across  the  region  in  a  succession  of 
weather  fronts  with  heavy  rainfall  totaling  2.21  inches  in  a  24  hour  period  overnight  between  the  7th  and  8th,  a 
record  amount  for  that  time  frame  in  the  City  of  Buffalo.  South  of  the  city,  a  3  Vz  to  four  inch  rainfall  on 
January  8th  brought  severe  local  flooding  and  property  damage  in  the  Towns  of  West  Seneca,  Aurora  and 
Orchard  Park  in  Erie  County  and  the  Town  of  Niagara  in  Niagara  County.  This  moisture-laden  weather  system 
then  moved  across  Lake  Ontario  where,  encountering  the  colder  air  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Valley  and  the 
Appalachian  Highlands  of  Northern  New  York  and  New  England,  it  became  an  ice  storm  of  disastrous 
proportions  with  unprecedented  power  outages  and  property  losses  including  timber  in  the  Adirondack  region. 
New  England  and  Quebec.  The  remainder  of  the  period  was  relatively  tranquil.  At  the  Buffalo-Niagara 
International  Airport,  there  were  24  days  in  January  of  above  average  temperature  readings;  the  average 
temperature  for  the  month  of  31.1  °(F)  was  7.5  degrees  above  normal  for  the  period;  precipitation  in  the  fern  of 
rain,  an  almost  daily  occurrence,  totaled  5.61  inches.  2.9  inches  above  normal;  snowfall  totaled  only  25.1 
inches,  13.6  inches  below  normal  at  Buffalo  with  the  only  significant  accumulation  a  5.5  inch  fall  on  January 
15th.  Snow  depth  was  considerably  higher  in  the  elevated  regions  or  the  Southern  Tier.  There  was  only  19%  of 
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possible  sunshine  recorded  at  Buffalo  this  month,  12%  below  the  already  dismal  normal  figure.  (Meteorological 
data  as  recorded  at  the  Buffalo-Niagara  International  Airport.) 

The  Niagara  Frontier  escaped  much  of  the  negative  impact  of  El  Nino’s  capricious  meteorological  highjinks 
in  January.  To  the  contrary,  the  month,  usually  the  nadir  of  the  birdwatcher's  year,  was  unusually  productive. 
Many  interesting;  records  were  received  courtesy  of  the  open  waters  of  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario  as  well  as 
other  ice-free  bodies  of  water  in  our  region.  Of  great  interest  are  the  reports  of  record  numbers  of  White-winged 
Scoters,  Greater  Scaup  and  other  diving  ducks  in  a  large  wintering  population  in  the  Hamilton  (Ontario)  Harbor 
and  other  bays  at  the  west  end  of  Lake  Ontario.  As  many  as  25,000  ducks,  mostly  scoters,  are  reported  to  be 
sustaining  themselves  in  these  waters  on  a  burgeoning  population  of  Zebra  Mussels.  A  number  of  ducks  from 
this  assemblage,  mostly  White-winged  Scoters  were  observed  this  month  in  flocks  flying  through  our  study  area 
on  the  Lake  Ontario  shoreline  as  far  east  as  Point  Breeze  in  Orleans  County  and  west  again  toward  Hamilton  a 
high  count  of  160  scoters  was  tallied  by  Jim  Wojewodzki  on  January  28  in  a  flock  on  Lake  Ontario  at  the 
Town  of  Somerset  in  Niagara  County.  Also  reported  on  Lake  Ontario  at  Olcott  Beach  in  the  Town  of  Newfane 
in  Niagara  County  were  two  Brant,  a  species  rarely  seen  after  mid-November.  They  were  seen  by  Peter  Yoerg 
and  Barbara  Henderson  on  the  18lh,  only  the  fourth  January  record  in  the  past  12  years.  Yoerg  and  Henderson 
also  reported  three  Red-throated  Loons  a  short  distance  offshore  in  Lake  Ontario  at  Olcott  Beach  on  that  date. 
The  birds,  three  adults  in  basic  plumage,  were  a  record  high  count  for  this  species  in  our  study  area  in  January, 
Also  unusual  for  this  month  were  four  records  of  Common  Loons  including  two  birds  seen  by  Jim  Wojewodzki 
in  Lake  Ontario  from  the  Coast  Guard  Station  at  Fort  Niagara  State  Park  on  the  7th.  A  record  high  five  Common 
Loons  were  seen  during  the  annual  Region  #1  New  York  State  Waterfowl  Count  this  month.  The  25  Great  Blue 
Herons  counted  by  Peter  Yoerg  wintering  along  the  shoreline  of  Motor  Island  in  the  upper  Niagara  River  at  the 
Town  of  Tonawanda  on  January  28  ,  is  the  highest  number  of  wintering  birds  of  this  species  in  five  years.  For 
the  third  consecutive  month  an  adult  California  Gull  has  been  reported  in  the  lower  Niagara  River  between  the 
Adam  Beck  and  the  Robert  Moses  Power  Stations,  On  January  2nd,  Gordon  Bellerby  saw  the  bird  both  in  flight 
and  resting  in  the  company  of  Herring  Gulls  from  which  it  was  distinguished  by  its  darker  mantle, 
smaller  bodily  dimensions  and  diagnostic  greenish-yellow  legs.  “Dial-a-Bird”  tapes  tell  of  a  second  California 
Gull  record  for  Chautauqua  County,  a  first  winter  bird  observed  on  the  dock  at  the  west  end  of  Dunkirk  Harbor 
on  January  6th.  (See  Prothonotary ,  vol.  63:1,  January  1996,  pg.  #2.)  Documentation  on  both  birds  remains 
pending.  The  overlook  at  the  Adam  Beck  Power  Complex  in  the  lower  Niagara  River  was  the  location  of  a 
record  high  count  of  twenty  Iceland  Gulls  for  our  study  area  by  Willie  D'Anna  and  others  on  January  18th. 
D’Anna  advises  that  all  of  the  birds  were  of  the  pale  gray-mantled  subspecies.  Larus  glaucoides  kum/ieni 
usually  reported  wintering  in  the  lower  latitudes  of  northeastern  North  America.  It  has  been  a  banner  winter  for 
white-winged  gull  observations  on  the  Niagara  Frontier. 

The  incursion  of  modest  proportions  of  cardueline  finches  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  this  winter  continued  in 
January.  15  records  of  Common  Redpoll  observations  from  all  sections  of  our  study  area  included  a  flock  of 
300  birds  seen  by  Frances  Rew  and  Audrey  Horbett  In  the  Town  of  Yates  in  Orleans  County  on  January  29th; 
there  were  five  reports  of  Evening  Grosbeaks,  all  from  the  Southern  Tier,  including  maximum  counts  of  60 
birds  on  January  3rd  and  73  birds  on  4th,  all  reported  by  Peter  Yoerg  and  Barbara  Henderson  from  the  Town  of 
West  Almond  in  Allegany  County;  there  were  four  records  of  White-winged  Crossbills  including  seven  birds 
reported  by  Burt  Schweigert  at  Allegany  State  Park  on  January  25th  and  four  birds  observed  by  Yoerg  and 
Henderson  feeding  on  fallen  pine  cones  at  Greenwood  Cemetery  in  the  Town  of  Wilson  in  Niagara  County  an 
on  the  4th.  However,  “Dial-a-Bird"  tapes  also  report  a  flock  of  65  White-winged  Crossbills  observed  feeding  on 
hemlock  cones  in  the  Village  of  Houghton  in  the  Town  of  Hume  in  Allegany  County  on  January  7th. 

Joseph  Thill 


16 


No.  64,  Vol.  2 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Jan. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-throated  Loon 

18 

3 

Olcott 

Yoerg 

Common  Loon 

3 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Morgante 

44 

7 

2 

Fort  Niagara,  S.P. 

Wojewodzki 

44 

48 

1 

Olcott 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

12 

5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Horbett 

Homed  Grebe 

12 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Horbett 

44 

18 

2 

Olcott 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

18 

4 

Barker 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

19 

8 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

25 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D'Anna 

Red-necked  Grebe 

11 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

44 

2 1  ;24 

i;2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Andrle;  Morgante 

D. -crested  Cormorant 

1 

l 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Morgante 

44 

18 

2 

Chippawa,Ont. 

Roberson  et  al 

44 

28 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

Great  Blue  Heron 

28 

25 

Motor  Island,  Niag.  River 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

8 

0 

Niagara  Falls 

S.  O’Donnell 

Tundra  Swan 

3 

3 

Dunkirk 

D&  D  Suggs 

44 

25 

23 

Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Thill 

Brant 

18 

2 

Olcott 

Yoerg 

Northern  Pintail 

11 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans,  Vogt 

44 

24 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont 

Morgante 

Canvasback 

10 

3700 

Grand  Island 

Roberson 

44 

31 

2000 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

Redhead 

18 

268 

Chippawa,  Ont. 

Roberson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

4,11 

1,4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans,  Vogt 

44 

12 

16 

N.  Tona wanda 

Andrle,  Thill 

44 

18 

9 

Buffalo 

Morgante 

Lesser  Scaup 

24 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Morgante 

44 

25;28 

75 

Chippawa,  Ont. 

Klick;  Yoerg 
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Name  of  Bird 

Jan. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Harlequin  Duck 

17 

1 

Olcott 

D'Anna 

Oldsquaw 

10 

12 

Silver  Creek 

D&D  Suggs 

44 

1 1  ;28 

500;500 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Yoerg;  Wojewodzki 

White-winged  Scoter 

18 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante 

44 

19;28 

80;160 

Barker 

Yoerg;  Wojewodzki 

44 

28 

43 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Wojewodzki 

Hooded  Merganser 

12 

15 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Horbett 

44 

18 

2 

Chippawa,  Ont. 

Roberson  et  al 

cc 

19 

1 

Olcott 

Klick 

44 

24 

2 

Wilson  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Ruddy  Duck 

3,10 

1,1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D&D  Suggs 

44 

4,11 

2,3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans,  Vogt 

44 

12;  1 8 

6;7 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Andrle,  Morgante 

44 

31 

1 

Buffalo 

Davis 

Bald  Eagle 

5, 1 2;25 

i,i;i 

Navy  Island 

Chilton;  Yoerg 

44 

11 

1  ad. 

Salamanca  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

44 

18,20;24 

3,1  ;3 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Home;  D'Anna  et  al 

44 

25 

1  imm. 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  2-28 

1 

Darien  Lake 

Harper 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

11 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

11 

1 

Randolph  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

44 

11 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

44 

31 

5 

Leon  Twp. 

Rew,  Horbett 

44 

31 

1 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Rew,  Horbett 

Peregrine  Falcon 

18 

1 

Buffalo 

Morgante 

44 

1 8,24 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna 

44 

25 

1 

Buffalo 

Rew 

American  Coot 

1 

30 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Morgante 

44 

12 

6 

Buckhom  Island  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

28 

25 

Motor  Island,  Niag.  Riv. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

Purple  Sandpiper 

25,28 

6,2 

Goat  Island 

Yoerg  et  al 

Dunlin 

JLZ 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna 

44 

31 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna 

Little  Gull 

1;24 

3;1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell;  Morgante 

44 

10 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D&D  Suggs 

44 

11 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

9 

4540 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

California  Gull 

2 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

Iceland  gull 

18;24;28 

20;  1 7;  12 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D'Anna;  Morgante;  Yoerg 

Lesser  Black-b.  Gull 

10 

3  imm. 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D'Anna 

44 

17 

1  ad.  +  1  imm. 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna 

44 

17 

1  ad.  +  1  imm. 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D'Anna 

44 

18 

3  ad.,  1  ad. 

Niagara  Falls,  Adam  Beck 

D’Anna 

44 

24 

3  ad.  +  2  imm. 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna 

18 
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Name  of  Bird 

Glaucous  Gull 

44 

44 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 
Snowy  Owl 

44 

44 

Long-eared  Owl 
Short-eared  Owl 

44 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 
Homed  Lark 
E.  a,  alpestris 
E.  a^  praticola 
Winter  Wren 

44 

Eastern  Bluebird 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

American  Robin 
Varied  Thrush 

Gray  Catbird 

44 

Northern  Mockingbird 

44 

Northern  Shrike 

44 

44 

44 

44 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

44 

Swamp  Sparrow 

44 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

44 

Lapland  Longspur 
Snow  Bunting 


Jan. 

Number 

1-31 

4  max. 

18 

1 

21 

1 

21 

84 

10 

1 

17 

1 

24 

1 

10,18 

10 

18 

1 

31 

4 

17 

3 

24 

100 

29 

1 

29 

18 

5 

1 

31 

1 

1 

2 

o 

6 

24 

2 

24 

2 

24 

3 

24 

b 

24 

200 

9  3 

1 

5,12 

U 

16-18 

1 

3 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

11 

1 

17 

1 

18 

1 

25 

1 

5,12 

9  9 
z.,z. 

31 

2 

5,25 

U 

31 

2 

1 

5 

21 

5 

19 

20 

12 

75 

19-29 

350  max. 

19 

20 

28 

2 

Location 

Niagara  Falls 
Roosevelt  Beach 
Queenston,  Ont. 
Queenston  Reservoir 
Buffalo 
Sheldon  Twp. 

Java  Twp. 
Stevensville,  Ont. 
Stevensville,  Ont. 
Shelby  Twp. 
Allegany  S.P. 
Somerset  Twp. 
Somerset  Twp. 
Somerset  Twp. 
Buckhorn  Island  S.P. 
Lancaster  Twp. 
Colden  Twp. 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Eden  Twp. 

Porter  Twp. 
Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 
Fort  Niagara  S.P. 
Porter  Twp. 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Buckhorn  Island  S.P. 
Wheatfield  Twp. 
Dunkirk 

West  Seneca  Twp. 
Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 
Batavia  WWTP 
Wilson  Twp. 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 
Yates  Twp. 
Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 
Porter  Twp. 
Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 
Lancaster  Twp. 

Fort  Erie  Twp.,  Ont. 
Stevensville,  Ont. 
Somerset  Twp. 
Porter  Twp. 

Somerset  Twp. 
Newfane  Twp. 
Carlton  Twp. 


Observer 

many  observers 
Davis 

Andrle  et  al 
Roberson  et  al 
D&D  Suggs 
S&T  O’Donnell 
Fox 

DAnna  et  al 
D'Anna,  Smith 
S&T  O’Donnell 
Schweigert 
Roberson,  Cooper 
Rew,  Horbett 
Rew,  Horbett 
Chilton 
Morgante 
Wojewodzki 
D&D  Suggs 
Andrle 

Roberson,  Cooper 
S&T  O’Donnell 
S&T  O’Donnell 
S&T  O’Donnell 
Bellerby 
Chilton 
D'Anna,  Potter 
D&D  Suggs 
Davis 

S&T  O’Donnell 
Seamans,  Vogt 
D’Anna 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
D’Anna  Potter 
Chilton 
D’Anna  et  al 
Chilton,  Yoerg 
Morgante 
Rew,  Horbett 
Andrle 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
T.  O’Donnell 
Several  observers 
Yoerg,  Henderson 
Wojewodzki 
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Name  of  Bird 

Jan. 

Number 

Snow  Bunting 

31 

400 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

1 

2 

44 

3 

1 

44 

14-27 

21 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

31 

1 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

2,28 

1,9 

44 

14 

7 

Purple  Finch 

1-31 

4 

Red  Crossbill 

25 

1 

White-w.  Crossbill 

11 

4 

44 

19 

2 

44 

25 

7 

44 

26 

2 

Common  Redpoll 

2 

9 

44 

14 

3 

44 

17 

18 

44 

18,24 

30,25 

44 

18 

55 

44 

20 

2 

Common  Redpoll 

25 

5 

44 

26-31 

3 

44 

28 

15 

44 

29 

300 

44 

31 

3 

Pine  Siskin 

7 

2 

44 

11 

8 

44 

24 

7 

44 

24 

1 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-14 

31  max. 

44 

1-31 

20  max 

44 

3 

163 

Location 

Observer 

Leon  Twp. 

Rew,  Horbett 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Rew,  Horbett 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Morgante 

Lancaster  Twp.  (f) 

Morgante 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Hess,  Watson 

Kenmore  (f) 

Thill 

Great  Valley  Twp.  (f) 

Schweigert 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

Wilson  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Somerset  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Niagara  Falls  (f) 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Roberson,  Bellerby 

Porter  Twp. 

Davis 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodzki 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Great  Valley  Twp.  (f) 

Schweigert 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

Yates  Twp. 

Rew,  Horbett 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 

O.  Rosche 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 

O.  Rosche 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Niag.  -on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Great  Valley  Twp.  (f) 

Schweigert 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Great  Valley  Twp.  (f) 

Schweigert 

W.  Almond  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Other  Species  Recorded  in  January:  Canada  Goose,  Am.  Black  Duck,  Mallard,  Gadwall,  Am.  Wigeon,  Greater 
Scaup,  Common  Goldeneye,  Bufflehead,  Common  Merganser,  Red-breasted  Merganser,  Northern  Harrier, 
Sharp-shined  Hawk,  Cooper’s  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Am.  Kestrel,  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  Ruffed  Grouse, 
Wild  Turkey,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Rock  Dove,  Mourning  Dove,  Eastern  Screech  Owl,  Great  Homed 
Owl,  Barred  Owl,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker, 
Northern  Flicker,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Blue  Jay,  American  Crow,  Bl. -capped  Chickadee,  Tufted  Titmouse, 
Red-br.  Nuthatch,  White-br.  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  Cedar  Waxwing,  European 
Starling,  Northern  Cardinal,  American  Tree  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow,  White-throated  Sparrow,  Dark-eyed 
Junco,  House  Finch,  Am.  Goldfinch,  House  Sparrow. 
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Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue .  110 

Total  for  year .  110 


******** 

Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  January  1998 

January  Dial-a-Bird  reports  tend  to  start  fast  and  fade  by  the  end  of  the  month,  but  not  this  year.  It  appears 
that  favorable  weather  put  many  birders  in  the  field  throughout  the  month,  judging  by  the  volume  of 
observations  reported  to  Dial-a-Bird.  At  least  90  species  were  reported,  including  65  during  the  third  week  of 
the  month.  More  than  enough  input  for  a  four  minute  message! 

Species  reported  ranged  from  crossbills  to  phoebe,  but  nothing  rare  enough  to  wake  the  Hotline.  Single 
Harlequin  Ducks  were  found  at  two  locations,  Olcott  Harbor  and  the  Bird  Island  Pier.  Gull  species  on  the 
Niagara  River  remained  at  10,  including  up  to  20  Iceland  Gulls  at  the  Sir  Adam  Beck  Overlook.  Several  callers 
were  rewarded  with  life  sightings  when  they  followed  the  directions  to  a  Snowy  Owl  in  Sheldon.  In  Porter,  an 
Eastern  Phoebe  during  late  January  was  unprecedented  in  the  Society  records.  A  Varied  Thrush,  first  reported 
in  December,  remained  at  Niagara-on-the-Lake.  And  in  Wyoming  and  Allegany  Counties,  flocks  of  White-w. 
Crossbills  and  Evening  Grosbeaks  continued  their  winter  visits. 

Looking  back  at  1997,  over  16,000  calls,  or  more  than  300  per  week,  were  received  by  the  Dial-a-Bird 
system.  Through  the  Birdeast  listserver  on  the  Internet,  transcripts  of  the  weekly  message  were  distributed  each 
week  to  1200  subscribers.  I  appreciate  the  participation  of  the  regular  and  casual  reporters,  who  provided 
accurate  accounts  of  277  species  during  the  year.  This  number  represents  excellent  coverage  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier  Region. 

David  F.  Suggs 
******** 

January  Waterfowl  Count 

Compiled  by  Bill  Burch 

Following  are  the  results  of  the  44th  Annual  Waterfowl  Count  for  Region  #1  of  the  Federation  of  New  York 
State  Bird  Clubs.  The  Federation  journal,  the  Kingbird  will  publish  the  statewide  count  results  at  a  later  date. 

The  1998  count  dates  were  January  10th  through  18th  with  January  1 1th  the  target  date. 


Species 

Number 

Terri  torv 

Common  Loon 

5 

A,  C,  D,  J 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

6 

E,  I,J 

Homed  Grebe 

13 

A,  L 

D. -crested  Cormorant 

14 

E,  F,  I 

Tundra  Swan 

8 

G,  J 

Brant 

2 

A 

Canada  Goose 

3,603 

all  but  B&C 

Wood  Duck 

3 

J 

Amer.  Black  Duck 

131 

all  but  B&C 

Mallard 

4,528 

All 

Northern  Pintail 

4 

D,  M 
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Species 

Number 

Territory 

Gad  wall 

53 

E,  F 

American  Wigeon 

35 

C,  D,  E 

Canvasback 

8.786 

B  through  J  &  M 

Redhead 

278 

D,  E,  F,  M 

Ring-necked  Duck 

32 

E,  J,  M 

Greater  Scaup 

1,266 

all  but  I&J  . 

Lesser  Scaup 

17 

E,  F,  H 

“scaup  species” 

125 

E,  H 

Harlequin  Duck 

1 

A 

Oldsquaw 

1,344 

B,  C,  D,  H 

White-w.  Scoter 

45 

B,  C,  D 

Common  Goldeneye 

2,475 

A  through  J  &  M 

Bufflehead 

347 

All 

Hooded  Merganser 

20 

E,  F,  I,  J 

Common  Merganser 

775 

all  but  A 

Red-br.  Merganser 

84 

all  but  A,  H  &  J 

Ruddy  Duck 

107 

E,  I,  M 

American  Coot 

89 

I,  J,  L,  M 

unidentified 

1,154 

Total  Species 

28 

Total  Individuals 

25,296 

The  Compiler  extends  his  thanks  to  the  following  BOS  members  and  friends  who  participated  in  this  annual 
count.  The  names  underlined  denote  territory  party  leaders  and  the  letter  in  parentheses  indicate  the  territory: 
Bob  Andrle,  Tim  Baird  (K),  Bill  Broderick,  Olive  Burch,  Bill  Burch  (P&R),  Doris  Burton  (L),  Ken  Cohen, 
Gerry  Condren,  Don  Endres,  Jr.  (N),  Jerry  Farrell  (A),  Mike  Galas  (C),  Barbara  Henderson,  Audrey  Horbett, 
Mary  Jordan,  Tom  LeBlanc,  Bob  Lipp  (G),  Jane  Mason,  Max  Mason,  Vicky  Onorato  (I),  Gerry  Rising,  Don 
Roberson  (F),  Burt  Schweigert,  Gail  Seamans  (M),  Debbie  Suggs,  David  Suggs  (H),  Bob  Sundell  (J),  Joe  Thill 
(E),  Anne  Vogt,  Larry  Wilson,  Peter  Yoerg  (B),  Mike  Zebehazy  (D). 

Geographic  Coverage  by  Territory: 

A  -  Lake  Ontario  -  Point  Breeze  to  Olcott 
B  -  Lake  Ontario  -  Olcott  to  Fort  Niagara 
C  -  Fort  Niagara  -  lower  river  gorge  to  Niagara  Falls 
D  -  Niagara-on-the-Lake  -  lower  river  gorge  to  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

E  -  Goat  Island  to  North  Buffalo  Harbor 
F  -  Fort  Erie  to  Canadian  Falls 
G  -  Grand  Island 

H  -  Lake  Erie  -  South  Buffalo  Harbor  to  Silver  Creek 
I  -  Silver  Creek  to  Pennsylvania  border 
J  -  Jamestown  area 
K  -  Olean  Salamanca  area 
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L  -  Allegany  County  area 
M  -  Batavia  area 

N  -  Oak  Orchard  and  Tona wanda  GMA 
O  -  Iroquois  NWR 
P  -  Williamsville  area 

Q  -  City  of  Buffalo  (Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery,  Zoo  Aviary) 

Comment:  The  unusually  mild  weather  this  winter  left  both  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario  free  of  ice  and  with 
high  water  levels.  At  the  end  of  January,  the  water  temperature  in  Lake  Erie  still  had  not  sunk  to  the  thirty-two 
degree  mark  and  no  major  weather  disturbances  forced  waterfowl  to  leave  the  region  or  seek  shelter  inland. 
Following  heavy  rains  in  the  week  preceding  the  count  dates,  streams  were  at  flood  stage  and  Mallards  and 
other  ducks  sought  temporary  refuge  in  flooded  fields.  Reports  from  outside  our  study  area  told  of  hundreds  of 
Canada  Geese  and  Mallards  in  com  fields  and  temporary  ponds.  Weather  conditions  were  variable  during  the 
count  period  itself  with  partly  sunny  skies  and  temperatures  ranging  between  20°(F)  and  30°(F)  on  January  10th 
and  1 1th  with  wind  gusts  up  to  40  m.p.h.  on  the  Lake  Erie  shore;  on  the  12th,  the  temperature  went  to  40°(F)  on  a 
virtually  windless  day.  The  next  three  days  were  cloudy  with  snow  while  the  remainder  of  the  count  period  was 
cold  with  six  inches  of  snow  underfoot  but  virtually  snow-free  save  for  brief  flurries.  Highlights  of  the  count 
include  a  record  high  14  Double-crested  Cormorants;  almost  none  were  reported  prior  to  1991.  The  3,603 
Canada  Geese  tally  was  the  third  highest,  the  record  being  4,288  birds  in  1995.  These  numbers  are  a  far  remove 
from  the  first  five  years  on  the  count  when  no  wintering  Canada  Geese  were  reported!  Waterfowl  feeding 
prohibitions  in  public  parks  in  the  towns  of  Amherst  and  Cheektowaga  seem  to  have  drastically  reduced  the 
numbers  of  Mallards  in  those  localities.  It  is  pleasant  to  report  a  total  of  8,786  Canvasback  ducks  this  year,  the 
highest  number  since  1960  when  this  species  began  its  long  decline  in  numbers. 

******** 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Notes  With  Sadness  the  Passing  of: 

Joseph  Isgro 
A  Member  Since  1989 

Please  Welcome  the  Following  New  Associate  Members: 

Richard  E.  Miga 
38  Elm  Street 
Fredoma,  NY  14063-1937 

Deborah  Hovland 
349  Wabash  Avenue 
Kenmore,  NY  14217 
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Please  Welcome  the  Following  New  Associate  Members 
Who  Are  Spouses  of  Current  Members: 

Timothy  Kuntz 
Joan  Sowinski 
Gretchen  Valentine 

Please  Make  the  Following  Address  Change: 

Jacqueline  Stains 
307  Old  Meadow  Drive 
East  Amherst,  NY  14051-2406 

Marcia  O’ Bara 
11599  W.  Buck  Mountain  Ct. 

Surprise,  AZ  85374-2699 
Phone:  (602)  362-8039 

Walter  Ray  McCann 

A  former  Editor  of  the  Prothonotary ,  Walter  Ray  McCann,  died  on  November  22,  1997  in  Portola  Valley, 
California. 

Ray  was  bom  in  Springfield,  Illinois.  Fie  graduated  Phi  Beta  Kappa  from  Duke  University. 

He  was  a  mathematician  and  engineer  and  worked  for  Westinghouse.  Ray  and  his  wife,  Kay,  were  very 
active  birders  while  in  Buffalo,  and  members  of  the  B.O.S..  Ray  became  Editor  of  our  publication  in  the  early 
’50’s.  They  transferred  to  Palo  Alto,  California  in  1957. 

William  Winston  Brockner 


BOS  MEETINGS 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact 
Michael  Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Apr.  22:  “The  Future  of  Birds:  Is  the  Extinction  Crisis  Real?”  Dr.  David  Steadman.  In  this  slide-illustrated 

talk.  Dr.  Steadman  looks  at  the  worldwide  extinction  of  birds  over  short  and  long  time  scales  and 
to  what  extent  these  extinctions  are  depleting  the  global  avifluana  under  non-industrialized 
conditions.  Dr.  David  Steadman  is  Curator  of  Ornithology,  Florida  Museum  of  Natural  History. 
This  lecture  is  provided  by  the  William  C.  Vaughan  Memorial  Fund.  (Note  this  is  the  lecture  that 
was  cancelled  last  year  due  to  weather  conditions.) 
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FIELD  TRIPS 

Mar.  21:  Saturday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  County.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  in  Wright's  Comers 

(north  of  Lockport)  on  Route  78  at  the  Tops,  a  block  north  of  the  Route  104  intersection.  Leader: 
Willie  D’Anna  (731-4348). 

Mar.  28:  Saturday  .  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the  Tanning 

Bed  store,  on  the  south  side  of  Main  Street,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Transit  Road.  Leader:  Morgan  Jones 
(433-5687). 

Apr.  5:  Sunday.  Daylight  Savings  Time  begins.  Set  clocks  ahead  1  hour. 

Apr.  5:  Sunday.  B.O.S.  April  Bird  Count.  (This  is  one  week  earlier  than  usual  to  avoid  conflict  with 

Easter  Sunday).  Compiler:  TBA. 

Apr.  18:  Saturday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ontario.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Bob  Evans  parking  lot  in 

Niagara  Falls,,  NY  where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  (Route  62).  Or  go  directly  to  Beamer 
Conservation  Area.  This  is  30  miles  into  Canada  on  the  escarpment  above  Grimsby.  Don’t  go  if  it 
is  raining.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690) 

Apr.  26:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  the  Tanning  Bed  store,  on  the  south 

side  of  Main  Street,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Transit  Road.  We  will  join  the  Rochester  GOS  at  9:30  a.m.  at 
the  Braddock  Bay  Park  shelter.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Mike  Zebehazy  (66z-6987) 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

******** 

Compiler’s  Notes  on  the  BOS  Region  Christmas  Bird  Counts  1997 

Some  highlights  from  the  count:  two  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  (Niagara  Falls,  Ont.);  a  Mew  Gull 
(Jamestown);  a  Varied  Thrush  (Niagara  Falls,  Ont.);  a  Dickcissel  (St.  Catharines,  Ont.);  the  first  Dunlin 
(Buffalo)  in  ten  years;  the  first  Red  Crossbills  (Scio)  in  4  years;  Purple  Sandpipers  (2  in  Buffalo)  for  the  second 
year  in  a  row.  Eastern  Meadowlarks  were  absent  for  the  first  time  in  7  years. 

Highest  numbers  over  the  period  from  1990-1997  were  reported  for  these  species:  Northern  Pintail  (18); 
Ring-necked  Duck  (42);  Cooper’s  Hawk  (50);  Red-tailed  Hawk  (814);  Long-eared  Owl  (19);  Eastern  Bluebird 
(153). 

Lowest  numbers  for  the  same  period  were:  American  Coot  (63);  Homed  Lark  (63);  Red-winged  Blackbird 
(14);  Brown-headed  Cowbird  (99);  House  Sparrow  (9,997).  Lowest  numbers  for  groups  over  the  same  period 
were  recorded  for  Blackbirds  and  allies. 

Respectfully  submitted,  Jim  Landau,  current  overall  count  compiler 
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Beaver  Meadow:  David  Junkin,  3071  Pee  Dee  Road,  Bliss,  NY  14024.  716-457-3228 
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Buffalo:  Bill  Bogacki,  70  Louise  Drive,  Cheektowaga,  NY  14227-3511.  716-674-578 
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Chestnut  Ridge:  Don  Brasure,  64  Wood  gate  Road,  Torn  wan  da,  NY  14150.  716-834-6 

171 

!  '  ' 

j 

Dunkirk-Fredonia:  Joanne  Goetz,  6  Pine  Drive,  Fredonia,  NY  14063.  716-673-1627 

1 

| 

1 

_ 

”1 

Jamestown:  BobSundell,  19  Chestnut  Street,  Jamestown,  NY  14701.  716-484-2197 

! 

r  1  l 

Niagara  Falls:  K.  O.  Roy,  13  Kinsman  Court,  FonthilL  ON,  CANADA  LOS  1E3.  905-S 

135-3113 

l 

t 

1 

Willy  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Ext.,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304.  716-731-14348 

1  1 

i 

j 

Oak  Orchard:  Gail  Seamans,  2602  Main,  P.  O.  Box  158,  East  Pembroke,  NY  14056.  716-762-9 

til 

I 

J 

j 

Port  Colbome:  Drew  Campbell,  890  Klein  Road,  Amherst,  NY  14221-1926.  716-689- 

3720 

1 

| 

1 

Scio.  Dons  H.  Burton,  5  John  St.,  Belmont,  NY  14813.  716-268-5347 

1 

| 

St.  Bonaventure:  Regina  VanScoy,  R.D.  1,  Box  153,  Limestone,  NY  14753.  716925-7109 

l 

St  Cathannes:  Richard  Knapton,  Marcie  Jacklin.  17  Humcane  Road,  Foothill,  ON,  CANADA  LOS  1E5.  9 

05-892-3 

08 

Current  overall  compiler:  Jim  Landau,  9195  State  Rd.,  Cdden,  NY  14033.  716941-35 
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I 

{ 

1 

! 

r 

Waterfowl  1 

55228 

1 

j 

1  | 

L   1 

Hawks 

1157 

i 

1 - 

1 

; 

i  Gullsi 

50370 

1 

i 

1 

1 . 

— 

— 

— 

i 

_ 

•  — 

Woodpeckers 

1230 

1 

1  i 

— 

— 

! 

! 

Native  Non-Passerines 

112740 

1 

i 

— 

( 

'its,  W  rens, Kinglets 

6376 

_ 

1 

Sparrows  &  allies 

8247 

1 

! 

I 

Blackbirds  &  allies 

132 

1 

1 

i 

1 

|  Finches 

6150 

. ! 1 ! 

i 

1 

Native  Passerines 

39349 

. i  i 

-  .  l  . 

— 

J 

I 

J 

Introduced  Species 

78381 

! 

- 1 - 1 - , - * - 

r 

1 

1 

4 - 

1 

i TOTAL 

4 - 1 - H 

230470 

- ! - 1 - 1 - 1 - - 

l  -  I  i 

r 

S  wans,Geese ,  Dabblers 

19651 

! 

1 

Divers 

34437 

28 


_ Overall  Totals  for  the 

Eleven  Niagara 

n  *  •  .  %  a 

nas  Rirrl  fniints: 

1990-1997 

Species  \  Date 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1  1993  |  1994  |  1995 

1996  !  1997| 

Mean 

Max 

Min 

Rec/8 

Red-throated  Loon 

1 

4 

22 

4 

15 1 

6 

4m  mm 

0 

5 

Common  Loon 

12 

15 

10 

16 

30 

8 

15 

18 

16 

30 

8 

8 

loon  species 

! - 

j 

2 

0 

2 

0)  1 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

2 

21 

7 

1 

13 

7 

3 

401 

12 

40 

It  8 

Homed  Grebe 

5 

1Z 

2 

19 

87 

8 

7 

521 

25 

87 

2  8 

Red-necked  Grebe 

_ 

5 

1 

1 

5 

0 

2 

Eared  Grebe 

i 

- r 

0 

1 

0 

1 

grebe  species 

r~ 

1 

— 

- r 

0 

1 

ol  1 

Am  White  Pelican 

2 

- f 

0 

2 

ol  1 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

7 

16 

33 

25 

39 

40 

33 

40| 

291  40i  7|  8 

Great  Blue  Heron 

110 

104 

80 

139 

52 

74 

66 

69 1 

87 

139 !  521  8 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

9 

2 

5 

l 

— 

- if 

— 

2 

9!  Oi  5 

Tundra  Swan 

12 

53 1 

29 

8 

69 

23 

86 

33! 

39 

86!  8  8 

Mute  Swan 

1 

1 

6 

3 

1 

6)  0 

4 

Greater  White-fronted  Goose 

_ 

n 

0 

2!  0!  1 

Snow  Goose  ,  1 

4 

_ 

5 

t 

1 

5j  0  4 

Canada  Goose  6601 

6594 

7668 

6488 

10745 

9085 

15083 

11950 

9277 

15083;  6488i  8 

Wood  Duck  10 

35 

5 

6 

20 

4 

4 

5 

11 

35!  41  8 

Green-winged  Teal 

1 

2 

~1\ 

2 

2 

4 

3T 

2 

4i  0!  7 

American  Black  Duck  I  348 

413 

261 

444 

219 

386 

575 

4021 

381 

575!  219|  8 

Mallard  i  5083 

6753 |  4745 

5622 

6085 

6667 

7094 

70611 

- L 

6139 

7094!  4745!  8 

Mallard  hybrid 

20  1 

1 

2' 

— 

1 

3 

20!  0i  4 

Northern  Pintail  12 

 .  ^ 

15 

13  j  1 

9 

18! 

9 

~ lit  oj  7 

Northern  Shoveler 

121 

li 

- r 

2 

12!  oi  2 

Gad  wall 

39 

1701  75 

73 i  44j  58 

70 1 

1031 

79 

1701  39!  8 

A  men  can  Wigeon 

112 

44)  18 

55!  32 i  37 

19 

701 

48 

1 12!  18 i  8 

Canvasback  j  2811 

8673!  2888 

174)  1559i  15048 

5758 

145541 

6433 

15048!  174  8 

Redhead  140 

120!  22 

67!  21 1  293 

113 

31! 

101 

293!  21  8 

Ring-necked  Duck  9 

25i  71  lj  6l  31 

35 

42!' 

20 

42!  li  8 

Greater  Scaup  !  3264 

5532!  3348)  63571  1149!  2128 

8212 

4697! 

4336 

8212!  11491  8 

Lesser  Scaup  1  101  j  163  j  9 

281  61!  571 

135 

371 

138 

571!  9 

8 

scaup  species  j  2 

9j 

43 

478;  391  4 

78 

27! 

85 

4781  2 

8 

King  Eider  i  7 

4 

2 

!  1 

i 

2 

7|  0 

3 

Harlequin  Dock 

1! 

3j 

2! 

— 

1 

31  0 

3 

Oldsquaw 

8615!  12398! 

4534 

12116!  9927  !  5931 

425 

97701 

7965 

12398!  425 

8 

Black  Scoter 

5j  1  2l 

|  i 

29 

11 

5 

29!  0 

4 

Surf  Scoter 

1  1 

H  1 

qj 

M  0 

2 

White-winged  Scoter  j  1701  1368  |  35 

402|  452  i  128 

25 

114| 

337 

1368 j  25 

8 

scoter  species  i  j  21 

3  30  1 

7 

301  0 

4 

Common  Goldeneye  '  42281  30851  1775! 

33141  41311  3421 

1631 

1679! 

2908 

42281  1631 

8 

Bul'flehead  i  7601  867  j  741 

9381  965!  1095 

557 

895 1 

852 

1095!  557 

8 

Hooded  Merganser  |  330  j  343  i  42! 

51 !  161!  166 

107 

73! 

159 

3431  42 

8 

Common  Merganser  j  2076 1  26611  5078 

6920!  5343!  10775 

2042 

20831 

4622 

10775)  2042 

8 

Red-breasted  Merganser  j  2681  2461  643 

924!  533  i  869 

269 

430 1 

523 

9241  246 

8 

Ruddy  Duck  j  3 1  1 1 1 

j 

2 

2 

111  0 

3 

duck  species  j  5051  5731  121 

1341  46 

88 

143 1 

1140 

495 

1341 

46 

8 

Turkey  Vulture  !  |  lj 

! 

2 

1 

1 

» 

1 

2 

0 

3 

Bald  Eagle  1  i  2j  2 

li  21 

3 

2i 

2 

3 

0 

7 

Northern  Hamer  |  54!  39j  53! 

30  i  47, 

17 

24 

20  i 

36  [ 

54 

17 

8 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk  j  23 1  44 1  40  58  !  39' 

46 

45 

51 1 

43 

58 

23 

8 

Cooper’s  Hawk  !  26!  40.1  291  47|  30l 

39 

37 

501 

37 

50 

26 1 

8 

Northern  Goshawk  j  lj  61  21  l|  2 

2 

1 

J 

2 

6l 

0 

7 

accipiter  species 

li  6!  3)  3| 

2 

2 

4j 

31 

6 

0 

7 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  1  2  j 

2|  2!  4j  5 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

5 

1 

8 

Red-tailed  Hawk  |  545! 

686  677  745  i  759 

787 

575 

8141 

699 

814 

545 

8 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

30! 

48!  351  29)  38! 

65 

34 

341 

39 

651  29 

8 

buteo  species 

it 

it  1| 

1 

i 

1 

li  0 

4 

American  Kestrel  j  309 

309|  218!  303  i  228 

228 

128 

1791 

238 

309 j  128 

8 

Merlin 

1  |  1 

2' 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2I  0 

5 

Peregrine  Falcon 

11 

1 

lj 

0 

1 

0 

3 

Gyrfaicon 

lj  lj 

l 

_ 

0 

1|  0 

3 

hawk  species 

!  *1 

1 

li 

0 

l|  0 

2 

Ring-necked  Pheasant  |  44 

44i  55! 

60 

321 

_ 

57 

13 1  26 i 

41 

60!  13 

8 

Ruffed  Grouse 

28 

42  i 

20! 

511 

30 

15 

241  27, 

30 

5H_ 15 

§ 

Wild  Turkey 

154 

315! 

117 

418! 

193 

1241 

125i  270  i 

354i  1241  117 

8 

Northern  Bobwhite 

11 

oi  1!  0 

1 

29 


Species  \  Date 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Mean 

Max 

Min  j  Rec/8 

- i - - - 

Virginia  Rail 

1 

0 

1 

ol  1 

American  Coot 

76 1  396 

66 

116 

297 

392 

142 

63 

194 

396 

63' 

8 

Killdeer 

7 

1 

2 

1 

7 

0 

3 

Rnrpie  Sandpiper 

61 

4 

2 

2 

<ri 

0!  3 

Dunlin 

1 

0 

1 

01  1 

Am  Woodcock 

1 

0 

1 

Oi  1 

Common  Snipe 

11  5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

oj  5 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

j  

1 

0 

1 

0  1 

Jaeger  species  \  1 1 

0 

1 

oj  1 

Little  Gull 

31  14 

3 

2 

1 

3 

8 

4 

14 

0!  7 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

17943!  38918 

13457 

4140 

27370 

13708 

23956 

7980 

18434 

38918 

4140;  8 

Mew  Gull 

j 

1 

0 

1 

0!  1 

Ring-billed  Gull 

35916|  40848 

27800 

17327 

15825 

17838 

26245 

17002 

24850 

40848 

15825:  8 

California  Gull 

32 

1 

n 

4 

32 

Ol  3 

Hemng  Gull 

387431  34417 

23858 

28688 

20263 

21516 

27480 

23646 

27326 

38743 

202631  8 

Thayer's  Gull  1  1  i  1 

2 

4 

3 

5 

2 

5 

0|  7 

Iceland  Gull  |  19j  4 

8 

14 

2 

13 

15 

14 

11 

19 

2j  8 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  j  3j  2 

7 

3 

2 

5 

10 

10 

5 

10 

2!  8 

Slaty-backed  Gull 

lj 

— 

0 

1 

0!  1 

Glaucous  Gull  |  5|  9 

12 

6 

6 

9 

9 

9 

8 

12 

5!  8 

Great  Black-backed  Gull  j  143  lj  1722 

1144 

2121 

2121 

1696 

2201 

1603 

1755 

2201 

1 144j  8 

Black- legged  Kittiwake  j  2!  2 

1 

2 

| 

L 

1 

2 

0 

4 

Ross'  Gull 

T 

- j- 

| 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Sabine's  Gull 

3 

— 

- r 

t 

0 

3 

0 

1 

gull  species  j  136  i  246 

176 

760 

317 

444 

100 

272 

760 

0!  7 

Common  Tern  |  1  1 

— 

— 

... 

0 

1 

Ol  l 

Rock  Dove  8029 i  8358 

8342 

8328 

7563 

7333 

58551  7841 

7706 

8358 

5855-  8 

Ringed  Turtle  Dove 

1 

— 

— 

j  1 

0 

1 

Oj  1 

Mourning  Dove  !  5194^  5090 

3420 

5328 

4482 

5451 

5316!  39651 

4781 

5451 

3420!  8 

Bam  Owl 

| 

1 

j 

0 

1 

ol  1 

Eastern  Screech-Owl  j  44 

42 

581  85 

50 

58 

411  671 

56 

85 

41!  8 

Great  Homed  Owl  j  68 

72 

1211  83 

57 

66 

39i  55 

70 

121 

39 

8 

Snowy  Owl  5 

9 

3!  2 

2|  1 

5  21 

4 

9 

1 

8 

Barred  Owl  j  7 

10 

3|  4 

lj  7 

7 

2 

5 

10 

1 

8 

Long-eared  Owl 

8 

8 

12  j  2 

is  12 

7 

19 

11 

19^ 

'J 

8 

Short -eared  Owl 

24 

35 

9!  24 

21  15 

61 

7 

15 

35 

2 

8 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

1 

2 

l!  2 

~n 

1 

I 

2 

0 

6 

owl  species 

3 

' 

: 

h 

l 

1 

3 

0 

3 

Belted  Kingfisher 

35 

51 

32!  32 

26  i  29 

27 

36 

34 

51 

26 

8 

Red -headed  Woodpecker 

1 

2! 

l!  2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

5 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

46 

56 

26 1  72 

37!  133 

75 

114| 

70 

133 

26 

8 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

i  2 

2\  1 

. 

1 

1 

2 

0 

4 

Downy  Woodpecker 

598 

641 

654!  927 

701  j  962 

727 

802  j 

752 

962 

598 

8 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

129  160 

137!  185 

131  i  197 

120 

1601 

152 

197 

120 

8 

Northern  Flicker  !  117!  115 

142!  113 

190 

103 

107 

134! 

128 

190 

103 

8 

Pi  lea  ted  Woodpecker 

9i  31 

161  27 

21 1  33 

13 

19 

21 

33 

9 

8 

Eastern  Phoebe 

1 

H 

Jl I 

0 

1 

0 

3 

Homed  Lark 

397!  731 

86!  917 

93  i  693 

329 

85 

416 

917 

85 

8 

Blue  Jay 

1904!  2197 

31181  3767 

32571  2331 

3070 

2416 

2758 

3767 

1904 

8 

American  Crow 

7176!  15796 

17776i  15389 

17188 

12910 

13967 

13139 

14168 

17776 

7176 

8 

Common  Raven 

1 

l!  4 

2 

7 

6 

3 

3 

7 

0 

7 

Black-capped  Chickadee  i  55781  5229 

4636!  6880 

5799 

6163 

4357 

5105 

5468 

6880 

4357  8 

Tufted  Titmouse  j  881  114 

83!  299 

145 

257 

156 

263 

176 

299 

83  j  8 

Red- breasted  Nuthatch  j  57  i  80 

101  199 

52 

170 

59 

161 

110 

199 

52  j  8 

White-breasted  Nuthatch  ;  524!  461 

384:  707 

426 

691 

367 

6151 

522 

707 

367  !  8 

Brow  n  Creeper 

35!  54 

72!  70 

100 

78 ' 

74 

51 

67 

100 

35 

8 

Carolina  Wren  i  281  57 

73  j  51 

15 

30 

17 

22 

37 

73 

15 

8 

Winter  Wren  I  2|  6 

23|  7 

15, 

14 

9 

13f 

11 

23 

2 

8 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet  |  106|  161 

233 j  93 

268 

194 

99 

1451 

162 

268 

93 

8 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  j  11  1 

2 

7 

2 

1 

2 

7 

0 

6 

Eastern  Bluebird  !  28!  143 

641  39 

67 

22!  144 

153t 

83 

153 

22 

8 

Hermit  Thrush  lj  1 

2] 

3 

4l  1 

5 

2 

5 

°j  7 

American  Robin  1  399j  715 

1287!  411 

3439 

739)  922 

646 

1070 

3439 

|  3991  8 

Varied  Thrush 

i 

i 

i 

I 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Gray  Catbird 

lj  3 

1 

3 

- - - 

1 

2 

5 

0 

7 

Northern  Mockingbird 

162!  21 1 

210!  213!  118 

161 j  125 

149 

169 

213 

118 

8 

30 


’  Overa 

M  Totals  for  the  Eleven  b 

Niagara 

Frontier  Christmas  Bird  Counts:  1990-1997 _ _ 

Species  \  Date 

1990 

1991  i  1992 

- 1 - 

f993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Mean 

Max 

Min 

Rec/8 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

American  Pipit 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Bohemian  Waxwing 

3 

16 

ni 

3 

16 

0 

3 

Cedar  Waxwing 

790 

1197 

646 

257 

1848 

729 

874 

18131 

1019 

1848 

257 

8 

Northern  Shrike 

28 

46 

16 

16 

16 

82 

13 1 

15 

29 

82 

13! 

8 

European  Starling 

53691 

66812 

51122 

36267 

63250 

37019 

42999 

613391 

51562 

66812 

36267 

8 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

. 

1 

- r 

j 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Yellow-rum ped  Warbler 

3 

1 

11 

2 

39 

~ To] 

13 

17 

12 

39 1 

1 

8 

Pine  Warbler 

1 

°|  1 

0 

1 

Palm  Warbler 

1 

o|  1 

0 

1 

Common  Yellow  thro  at 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

warbler  species 

1 

1 

°i 

1 

0 

2 

Northern  Cardinal 

1310 

1390 

1331 

2257 

1494 

2385 

1216 

1338 

1590 

2385 

1216 

8 

Dickcissel 

1 

1 

0 

0 

l 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

3!  1 

3 

3 

7 

3 

3 

7 

0 

6 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

2672|  3144 

1720 

3541 

2370 

5118 

3013 

2654 

3029 

5118 

1720 

8 

Chipping  Sparrow 

6\  12 

5 

1 

3 

1 

4 

12 

Tv 

6 

Field  Sparrow' 

3i  2 

7 

1 

4 

12 

6 

5 

5 

TT 

l! 

8 

Savannah  Sparrow 

i  1 

2 

.. 

0 

o 

a* 

0 

2 

Fox  Sparrow 

»!  i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

4 

Song  Sparrow 

117;  187 

235 

98 

222 

181 

153 

145! 

167 

235 

98!  8 

Swamp  Sparrow 

5  14 

10 

8 

18 

10 

10 

12 

11 

18 

5i  8 

White -throated  Sparrow 

145!  204 

343 

128 

308 

160 

172 

288 

219 

343 

128 

8 

White -crowned  Sparrow 

36  j  36 

30 

13 

62 

125 

20 

21 

43 

125 

13!  8 

sparrow  species 

1 

0 

1 

oj  1 

Dark -eyed  Junco 

22151  3199 

2482 

3082 

2776 

2806 

2867 

3581  j 

2876 

3581 

2215 

8 

Lapland  Longspur 

35i  12 

“1 

4 

ij 

I 

j 

35 

0 

4 

Snow  Bunting 

630|  702!  37 

424 

35 

3599 

747 

2001 

797 

3599 

35 

8 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

104  93  !  33 

91 

148 

25 

32 

141 

68 

148 

14 

8 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

8!  81 

6 

1 

4 

151 

5 

15 

0 

6 

meadowlark  species 

i  i 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Rusty  Blackbird 

10!  5 

14 

2 

1 

4 

14 

0 

5 

Common  Grackle 

66 1  77|  40 

32 

53 

8 

14 

20 

39 

77 

8 

8 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

404!  525!  249 

260 

626 

168 

207 

98 

317 

626 

98 

8 

Northern  Oriole 

~T 

! 

| 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Pine  Grosbeak 

4!  l!  2 

24 

12 

-( 

5 

24 

0 

5 

Purple  Finch 

51  100  223 

38 

36 

29 

13 

22  j 

58 

223 

5 

8 

House  Finch 

5445!  6770!  5664 

6238 

6828 

4146 

3319 

3255 

5208 

6828 

3255 

8 

Red  Crossbill 

- i - 1 - 

— 

4 

1 

_ 1 

0 

1 

Wh.- winged  Crossbill 

4! 

17 

12 

151 

6 

17 

0 

4 

crossbill  species 

!  j 

1 

! 

0 

I 

0 

1 

Common  Redpoll 

"]  32!  5 

3996 

7 

118 

16 

786) 

620 

3996 

0 

7 

Hoary  Redpoll 

j 

1 

I 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Pine  Siskin 

17!  56!  21 

332 

H 

35 

142 

77 

332 

0 

7 

American  Goldfinch 

1943!  1473!  1203 

1585 

1453 

1063 

1428 

1337 

1436 

1943 

1063 

8 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1944  !  2589 

20 

1510 

31 

748 

56 

589 

936 

2589 

20 

8 

House  Sparrow 

11314  11176 

10461 

15292 

13882 

15149 

13812 

9175 

12533 

15292 

9175 

8 

Total  Species 

121  j  129 

121  i  119 

120 

123 

118 

129 

123 

129 

118 

TotSp 

Total  Individuals 

217119!  309052 

217119 

220782 

249331 

227292 

231254 

230470 

237802 

309052 

217119 

163 

Number  of  Observers 

437  |  433 

3601 

.  . 

GROUP  TOTALS 

j 

| 

_ 

_ 

Waterfowl 

355341  50235 

32144!  45865 

41813 

56841 

42538 

55355 

51475 

56841 

32144 

Hawks 

9921  1184 

1064!  1223 

115* 

1195 

855 

1157 

1261 

1223 

855 

— 

Gulls 

94234)  116183 

66469!  53065 

65909 

54794 

80372 

50370 

I  83057 

116183 

50370 

Woodpeckers 

900 j  1003 

977 j  1326 

1083 

1431 

1013 

1230 

1285 

1431 

900 

i 

Native  Non-Passerines 

1 45470 j  183173 

112978!  116121 

122773 

129000 

136508 

120581 

152372 

183173 

112978 

1 

Tits.Wrens.Kinglets 

6419!  6163 

5607  8306 

6827 

7597 

5140 

6376 

7491 

8306 

5140 

Sparrows  &  allies 

58681  7515 

4873!  7301 

5799 

12023 

6994 

6908 

8183 

12023 

4873 

Blackbirds  <fc  allies 

5841  708 

331 |  403 

831 

205 

269 

132 

495 

831 

132 

I 

Finches 

9358!  11025 

7138!  13741 

8367 

6163 

4832 

6150 

9539 

|  13741 

4832 

1 

Native  Passennes 

34428 i  478471  425031  53042 

49394 

46067 

37922 

393491 

50079 

i  53042 

1  344281 

Introduced  Species 

65049|  78032  61638'!  51619 

77164 

52225 

56824 

705401 

73299 

78032 

|  51619 

Swans,GeeseX>abblers  12220j  14100!  12810!  12714 

17230  16268 

22950 

196511 

18278 

1  22950 

i  12220! 

_ _ _ >  - 

Divers!  22789!  355061  19190!  31774 

24380  40162 

19416 

34437 

32565 

!  40462 

19190! 
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THE  MONTH:  February,  1998 

This  February  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  warmest  and  most  snow-free  for  the 
period  in  the  annals  of  local  weather  recording.  During  the  month,  the  global  weather  shifts  precipitated  by  the 
El  Nino  weather  phenomenon  continued  to  devastate  the  Pacific  Coast  of  North  America  and,  to  a  lesser  extent, 
the  Atlantic  Coast  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Maine  with  a  continuing  string  of  deep  low  pressure  systems 
bring  intense  coastal  storms  with  rainfall  and  high  winds  causing  heavy  property  damage  and  crop  losses  in  the 
affected  regions.  However,  the  Niagara  Frontier  was  twice  blessed  as  the  strong  El  Nmo  pattern  continued  to 
keep  the  cold  arctic  air  we  anticipate  in  early  February  locked  in  the  high  latitudes  of  northern  Canada  while  a 
ridge  of  high  pressure  extending  from  the  Northern  Plains  to  the  Canadian  Maritimes  kept  our  region  virtua  y 
free  of  precipitation  save  for  a  few  light  showers  until  midmonth;  on  February  16  ,  a  deep  low  pressure  system 
from  the  lower  Mississippi  Valley  brought  the  only  significant  precipitation  of  the  month,  a  1.1 8  inch  rainfall  in 
the  City  of  Buffalo,  more  than  half  the  total  for  the  month  in  Erie  County.  A  senes  of  weak  weather  fronts 
followed  until  month’s  end  with  the  only  snowfall  other  than  a  trace  at  Buffalo,  1.6  inches  on  the  fringe  of  a 
coastal  storm,  recorded  on  February  24th.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  at  Buffalowas  34. 1°(F),  10.5° 
above  normal  and  a  below  average  temperature  was  only  recorded  on  one  day,  February  14  ,  dunng  the  penod 
precipitation  in  the  form  of  rain  measured  2.28  inches,  .03  inches  below  normal;  snowfall  measured  only  1.8 
inches,  a  record  low  and  16.6  inches  below  normal;  the  sunny  first  half  of  the  month  boosted  the  total 
percentage  of  sunshine  for  February  to  42%,  6%  above  normal.  (Meteorological  data  as  compiled  at  Buffalo 

Niagara  International  Airport.)  .  .  .  f 

The  months  of  January  and  February  were  the  warmest  on  average  for  this  calendar  penod  in  the  annals  ot 

weather  recording  in  the  continental  United  States.  However,  the  amval  dates  of  the  first  spnng  migrates  in  our 
region  while  for  the  most  part  earlier  than  average,  were  within  previously  documented  early  dates  for  the 
species  in  question.  A  notable  exception  to  this  generalization  was  Willie  D '  Anna' s  very  early  record  of  a 
mated  pair  of  Wood  Ducks  that  he  observed  in  flight  on  the  Lake  Ontario  Flyway  from  Krull  Park  m  the  Village 
of  Olcott  in  the  Town  of  Newfane  in  Niagara  County  on  February  16  .  The  first  migrant  Turkey  Vultures  of  the 
season  were  reported  by  Richard  and  Dorothy  Rosche  who  observed  two  birds  over  the  Town  of  Cheektowaga 
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on  February  25lh.  Two  adult  White-fronted  Geese  seen  by  Gordon  Bellerby  at  the  Adam  Beck  Power  Reservoir 
in  the  City  of  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  on  February  22nd,  are  presumed  to  be  the  same  pair  reported  by  Mike 
Morgante  from  this  location  on  November  29th  (see  Prothonotary,  vol.  63:  12,  pg.  138).  Bellerby  advises  that 
this  pair  continued  to  be  reported  by  Canadian  birders  in  December  but  were  not  seen  at  the  reservoir  again 
until  this  month  when  they  reappeared  at  a  marshy  area  at  the  west  end  of  the  reservoir  where  they  were  first 
observed  with  a  large  flock  of  Canada  Geese  in  November.  Mike  Morgante  also  reported  an  adult  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  of  the  sub-species  Larus  fuscus  graellsi  in  an  unusual  environment  this  month.  On  February  22nd, 
he  observed  the  bird  in  the  company  of  a  flock  of  Ring-billed  and  Herring  Gulls  as  well  as  Canada  Geese  in  a 
partially  flooded,  unplowed  cornfield  on  the  north  side  of  NY  highway  #18,  one  mile  east  in  the  Town  of  Yates 
from  the  Orleans-Niagara  county  line.  Morgante  discerned  this  gull  among  its  congeners  as  it  was  intermediate 
in  bodily  dimensions  between  those  species  and  its  darker  gray  mantle  and  yellow  legs  made  its  identification 
unmistakable.  It  is  the  second  reported  occurrence  of  this  gull  in  a  cultivated  field  habitat  in  our  study  area. 
During  the  society’s  April  Bird  Count  in  1996,  Willie  D’Anna  and  his  group  found  an  adult  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  in  a  similar  assemblage  of  gulls  and  geese  in  a  plowed  field  on  the  Braley  Road  in  the  Town  of 
Porter  in  Niagara  county  (see  Prothonotary ,  vol.  62:5,  pg.  49). 

During  February,  many  local  bird-watchers  gathered  at  Ott  Road  south  of  the  Village  of  Stevensville  in  the 
Town  of  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  to  witness  the  late  afternoon  and  crepuscular  gyratins  of  a  wintering  population  of 
Short-eared  Owls.  The  presence  of  the  owls  was  reported  by  Richard  Knapton  of  Fonthill,  Ontario  and  they 
were  estimated  by  various  observers  to  number  between  20  and  25  birds  as  their  erratic,  moth-like  flight  and 
penchant  for  very  short  periods  aloft  makes  exact  counts  very  difficult.  The  owls  occupied  a  large  field, 
undisturbed  by  recent  cultivation  and  reverting  to  grassland  and  shrubs  where  they  could  also  be  seen  perched 
on  fence  posts,  in  the  branches  of  young  trees  and  other  foliage  as  well  as  on  the  ground.  Although  the  Snowy 
Owl  invasion  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  this  winter  was  of  modest  proportions,  one  of  their  number  became  a 
local  celebrity  of  sorts  in  the  Wyoming  County  Town  of  Sheldon.  The  owl,  a  large  female  bird,  was  first 
reported  to  our  compiler  by  Mike  Zebehazy  in  December.  In  that  township  it  has  become  a  quasi-permanent 
resident  in  a  small  farm  community  on  NY  Highway  #77  at  Schwab  Road  where  it  has  proven  remarkably 
accessible  perching  on  houses,  the  largest  farm  silo  in  the  vicinity  and  the  roof  of  the  Town  Highway 
Department  garage  as  well  as  trees  and  fences.  The  owl  has  been  seen  by  most  active  southtowns  birders  and 
many  of  the  residents  of  the  township  and  apparently  is  enjoying  its  fifteen  minutes  of  fame. 

Finally,  while  four  species  of  winter  finches  were  seen  in  the  region  in  February,  only  Common  Redpolls 
were  reported  in  numbers  approaching  abundance  and  most  sightings  of  these  finches  were  on  the  Lake  Erie 
and  Lake  Ontario  plains  regions  of  our  study  area.  A  maximum  count  of  300  redpolls  was  made  on  February  1st 
by  Willie  D’Anna  who  found  the  birds  in  “a  large  weedy  field”  on  NY  Route  #18  just  east  of  Krull  Park  in  the 
Village  of  Olcott  in  the  Town  of  Newfane  in  Niagara  County  on  that  date.  The  redpolls  were  observed  perched 
and  flying  among  weed  stalks  and  small  deciduous  trees  in  this  field.  Among  them,  D’Anna  observed  a  slightly 
larger  finch  which  was  similar  to  the  redpolls  but  the  head,  neck  and  breast  were  a  pale  buff  in  coloration  and 
the  ventral  region  of  the  body  was  an  immaculate  white  save  for  a  few  lateral  dark  wispy  streaks;  the  head 
showed  a  red  patch  on  the  forehead  and  black  on  the  chin.  He  identified  the  bird  as  a  Hoary  Redpoll,  several  of 
which  he  had  seen  on  a  recent  trip  to  Alaska  and  it  was  his  second  encounter  with  the  species  in  Niagara 
County.  In  February  1996,  D’Anna  and  Dean  DiTommaso  found  a  Hoary  Redpoll  in  a  flock  of  Common 
Redpolls  in  an  apple  orchard  in  the  Town  of  Somerset.  (See  Prothonotary ,  vol.  62:3,  pg.  21). 


Joseph  Thill 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-throated  Loon 

15 

1 

Olcott 

Yoerg 

66 

16 

2 

Olcott 

D'Anna 

66 

22 

2 

Shadigee 

Morgante 

66 

28 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

6,14 

u 

Niagara  Falls 

Landon 

66 

10 

9 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

R&D  Rosche 

Homed  Grebe 

1,16 

3,8 

Olcott 

D'Anna 

66 

10 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

R&D  Rosche 

66 

21 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Landon 

66 

22 

57 

Shadigee 

Morgante 

66 

22 

10 

Lakeside  Beach  S.P. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Red-necked  Grebe 

28F 

1 

Olcott 

D'Anna,  P.O’Donnell 

D. -crested  Cormorant 

8;10 

16;6 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew;  R&D  Rosche 

66 

28 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante 

Great  Blue  Heron 

10,16 

26,15 

Motor  Island,  Niag.  River 

Watson 

B1  -cr.  Night-Heron 

26 

1 

Motor  Island,  Niag.  Riv. 

Watson 

Tundra  Swan 

l;6 

7;  19 

Buckhom  Island  S.P. 

Morgante,  Chilton 

66 

1;8 

2;15 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Yoerg 

66 

6 

7 

Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Hess 

66 

10,16 

28,1 

Strawberry  Island 

Watson 

66 

27F 

28 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Rew 

66 

27F 

30 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Junkin 

46 

27F 

13 

Iroquois  NWR 

Junkin 

66 

28 

21 

Olcott 

D'Anna  et  al 

*Gr  White-fr.  Goose 

22 

2 

Queenston  Reservoir 

Bellerby 

Snow  Goose 

27F,28 

2,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Junkin,  Watson 

♦Wood  Duck 

16F 

2 

Olcott 

D'Anna 

♦Green- winged  Teal 

28F 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

American  Black  Duck 

22F 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Northern  Pintail 

22F 

4 

Conawango  W.M.A. 

Schweigert 

66 

28 

6 

Bird  Island  Pier,  Bflo. 

Morgante 
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Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Northern  Pintail 

28 

8 

44 

28 

38 

44 

28 

48 

*Northem  Shoveler 

28F 

1 

Gadwall 

24F 

2 

American  Wigeon 

28F 

2 

44 

28F 

3 

Canvasback 

12 

500 

Ring-necked  Duck 

24 

2 

44 

26 

6 

44 

28F 

10 

44 

28 

32 

Greater  Scaup 

16 

500 

Harlequin  Duck 

3 

1 

Oldsquaw 

1,25 

750,2580 

44 

3 

20 

White-winged  Scoter 

1,13 

52,20 

44 

3 

70 

44 

16 

500 

44 

22 

300 

Hooded  Merganser 

9 

8 

44 

14 

2 

44 

16 

2 

44 

28 

4 

Common  Merganser 

28 

16 

Ruddy  Duck 

I 

4 

44 

10 

1 

44 

J5,22 

u 

^Turkey  Vulture 

25F 

2 

Bald  Eagle 

4,17 

1  ad. 

44 

22 

2  ad.,  1  imm. 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

26F 

1 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

7 

1 

44 

8 

7 

“  8 

2Franklinville  Twp 

44 

10;  15 

2;4 

44 

14 

1 

44 

14 

1 

44 

22 

2 

44 

28 

1 

American  Coot 

1 

1 

44 

1,16 

2,2 

44 

3 

5 

44 

10 

40 

Location 

Observer 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D'Anna,  P.O’Donnell 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Hess 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Wilson  &  Olcott 

D’Anna 

Bird  Island  Pier,  Bflo. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Bird  Island  Pier,  Bflo. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Andrles.  Bellerby 

Olcott 

Chilton 

Wilson  &  Olcott 

D'Anna 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

Buckhom  Island  S.P. 

Chilton 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Watson 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Skalicky 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

R&D  Rosche 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

Cheektowaga  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Home 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Otto  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche 

Yates  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Schweigert 

Dayton  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche;  Rew  et  al 

Port  Colbome,  Ont. 

R&D  Rosche  (EABC) 

Wainfleet,  Ont. 

Watson 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

Bird  Island  Pier,  Bflo. 

Morgante 

Buckhom  Island  S.P. 

Morgante 

N  iagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Bird  Island  Pier,  Bflo. 

Yeorg,  Henderson 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

R&D  Rosche 
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Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

American  Coot 

21 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

♦Killdeer 

23F 

1 

Jos.  Davis  S.P. 

T.  O’Donnell 

66 

26 

1 

Otto  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche,  Gall 

Purple  Sandpiiper 

8 

1 

Bird  Island  Pier,  Bflo. 

Broderick 

66 

14 

6 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna  et  al 

66 

17 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

66 

26 

5 

Niagara  Falls 

Rew,  Horbett 

Dunlin 

14 

1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna 

66 

26 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Rew 

Little  Gull 

1;28 

4;6 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Skalicky;  D'Anna  et  al 

66 

7;22 

i;i 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante;  R&D  Rosche 

66 

19,24,25 

2,8,7 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

66 

22 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

66 

28 

2 

Olcott 

D'Anna  et  al 

66 

28 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

1,19 

3220,3920 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Skalicky,  Davis 

66 

1;22 

6;6 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Bellerby;  Skalicky 

66 

22 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Skalicky,  Davis 

Lesser  Black-b.  Gull 

14 

1  ad. 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna 

66 

M 

1  ad. 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D'Anna 

66 

22 

1  ad. 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante 

Glaucous  Gull 

15 

1 

Silver  Creek 

Rew,  Domhaffer 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

1 

Strykersville 

Fox 

66 

6,26 

U 

Sheldon  Twp. 

Junkin 

66 

7 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

Comer 

66 

12 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

66 

15,16,27 

1,U 

Sheldon  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche  et  al 

Long-eared  Owl 

7 

1 

Stevensville,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

66 

14 

1 

Pt.  Colbome,  Ont. 

R&D  Rosche(EABC) 

66 

16,26 

4 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Short-eared  Owl 

1 

20 

Stevensville,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

66 

7,22 

21,10 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

♦Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl 

14 

2 

Stevensville,  Ont. 

R&D  Rosche(EABC) 

66 

28 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter  et  al 

♦Carolina  Wren 

8 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

66 

10 

2 

Barcelona 

R&D  Rosche 

66 

26 

1 

Ellicottville  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche,  Gall 

66 

27 

1 

Strykersville 

Rosches  (EABC) 

66 

28 

1 

East  Aurora 

R&D  Rosche 

66 

28 

1 

Youngstown 

Broderick 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1 

..  8 

Niagara  Co. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

66 

1,27 

U 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Landon 

66 

22 

2 

Newfane  Twp. 

Morgante 
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Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Eastern  Bluebird 

22 

1 

Alabama 

R&D  Rosche 

66 

22 

5 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Rew,  Horbett 

66 

22 

2 

Tillman  WMA 

Broderick 

66 

22 

1 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Schweigert 

66 

23 

3 

Jos.  Davis  S.P. 

T.  O’Donnell 

Gray  Catbird 

9 

1 

Buckhom  Island  S.P. 

Chilton 

Northern  Mockingbird 

22 

1 

Leon  Twp. 

Schweigert 

46 

24 

1 

Tiffi  N.P. 

Watson 

Northern  Shrike 

5 

1 

Wethersfield  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche 

66 

7 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

66 

11 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

S.  O’Donnell 

66 

14 

1 

Alexander  Twp. 

Fox 

66 

15 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

Roberson 

46 

16 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Chilton 

64 

23 

1 

Jos.  Davis  S.P. 

T.  O’Donnell 

66 

27 

1 

Sheldon  Twp. 

O.  Rosche(EABC) 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

6 

2 

Buckhom  Island  S.P. 

Chilton 

64 

21 

2 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Landon 

Swamp  Sparrow 

15;22 

2;1 

Tillman  WMA 

Morgante,  Broderick 

66 

16 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Chilton 

66 

28 

1 

Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Snow  Bunting 

5 

200 

Java  Lake 

R&D  Rosche 

66 

7 

1002 

Freedom  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

66 

7 

200 

Yates  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

66 

16 

200 

Sheldon  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche  et  al 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

8 

6 

Wainfleet  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

66 

11F.19 

2,7 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

66 

1  IF 

40 

Niagara  Falls 

S&T  O’Donnell 

66 

15 

4 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

*Rusty  Blackbird 

8 

8 

Wainfleet  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

*  Common  Grackle 

1 1F,16 

1,4 

Niagara  Falls 

S&T  O’Donnell 

66 

20 

2 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

Brown-headed  Cowbird  3,19 

10,10 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

66 

5 

3 

Wethersfield  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche 

66 

8 

6 

Wainfleet  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

66 

16F,24 

1,1 

Tiffi  N.P. 

Watson 

White-w.  Crossbill 

27 

5 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Common  Redpoll 

1 

300 

Newfane  Twp. 

D'Anna 

66 

4 

3 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

46 

8 

2 

Wainfleet  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

66 

11 

5 

Lancaster  Twp.(f) 

Morgante 

66 

11,24 

22,22 

N  iagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

66 

14 

125 

Pt.  Colbome,  Ont. 

R&D  Rosche  (EABC) 

66 

20 

50 

Lakeside  Beach  S.P. 

Watson,  Yoerg 
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Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Common  Redpoll 

22 

250 

44 

23 

5 

44 

27 

100 

*Hoarv  Redpoll 

1 

1 

Pine  Siskin 

15 

1 

44 

16,19 

1,3 

44 

16,28 

6,3 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-28 

2 

44 

5 

25 

44 

22 

6 

44 

25 

12 

Location 

Observer 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante 

Jos.  Davis  S.P. 

T.  O’Donnell 

Wilson  Twp. 

Potter 

Newfane  Twp. 

D'Anna 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Junkin 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrle 

Youngstown 

Broderick 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Junkin 

Eagle  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche 

Farmersville  Twp. 

Broderick 

Machias  Twp. 

Watson 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded 
Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue 
Total  for  year . 


Erratum 


Prothonotary,  (Vol.  63,  December  1997,  p.  144,  no.  2)  Red-breasted  Merganser  should  precede 
Common  Merganser. 


******** 


Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  February  1998 


February  Dial-a-Bird  reports  focused  mainly  on  wintering  raptors  and  owls.  Snowy  Owls  were  found 
through  the  month  in  Sheldon,  Boston  and  along  the  Buffalo  waterfront.  Observers  reported  mixed  success  in 
relocating  these  birds.  Up  to  25  Short-eared  Owls  were  present  along  Ott  Road  in  Fort  Erie.  In  early  February  a 
caller  in  Clarence  had  the  luck  to  find  a  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  resting  on  the  shoulder  of  Salt  Road  after  dart 
Six  Rough-legged  Flawks  were  regulars  in  Dayton  Township  during  the  month.  Other  Rough-legs  were  reporte 
from  Wainfleet,  and  Chautauqua  and  Erie  Counties.  A  Red-shouldered  Hawk  in  Arkwright  was  reported  as  an 


anr*OtheT'accounts  in  February  included  single  Harlequin  Ducks,  annual  but  rare  winter  visitors  on  Lake 

Ontario  at  Olcott  and  along  the  Bird  Island  Pier  in  Buffalo.  At  Goat  Island,  6  Purple  Sandpipers  and  a  Dunlin 

were  frequently  reported  in  the  Niagara  Falls  rapids. 

M  David  F  Suggs 


******** 

NIAGARA  RIVER  TRIP,  FEBRUARY  1, 1998 

The  field  trip  on  Sunday  was  a  success  in  that  no  one  froze  and  we  saw  46  species  of  birds.  It  was  delightful 
that  we  had  two  outsiders  from  Boston,  Mass,  who  probably  saw  some  birds  not  as  easily  seen  on  the  coast.  It 
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was  interesting  that  Alice  McKale,  who  had  been  on  the  river  Friday,  saw  many  more  ducks  on  Sunday  than  on 
Friday.  We  estimated  well  over  500  Canvasbacks  and  possibly  400  scaup. 

We  saw  good  numbers  of  gulls  but  not  as  many  as  expected.  We  may  have  had  10  Iceland  Gulls,  2  Glaucous 
and  a  single  Little  Gull  which  was  seen  well  by  most  people.  Bob  Brock's  good  eyes,  finding  the  6  Purple 
Sandpipers  above  the  Falls,  alone  made  the  trip  worth  while.  The  feeder  birds  in  Chippawa  lengthened  the  list. 

It  was  Hans  Kunze's  first  trip  to  the  Niagara  River,  getting  three  or  four  life  birds.  He  expects  to  return  next 
fall  for  a  repeat  performance. 

The  list  of  birds  included:  14  Tundra  Swan,  Canada  Goose,  Black  Duck,  Mallard,  5  Gadwall,  American 
Wigeon,  500+  Canvasback,  Redhead,  Greater  and  Lesser  Scaup,  Oldsquaw,  White-winged  Scoter,  Common 
Goldeneye,  Bufflehead,  Hooded,  Common  and  Red-headed  Mergansers,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  6  Purple 
Sandpipers,  Little  Gull,  Bonaparte's  Gull,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Iceland  Gull,  Glaucous  Gull,  Great 
Black-backed  Gull,  Rock  and  Mourning  Doves,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Downy  and  Hairy  Woodpeckers,  Bluejay, 
Crow,  Black-capped  Chickadee,  Red  and  White-breasted  Nuthatches,  Brown  Creeper,  Golden-crowned  Kinglet, 
Starling,  Cardinal,  Tree  Sparrow,  Dark-eyed  Junco,  House  Finch,  Goldfinch  and  House  Sparrow. 

Gail  Seamans 


******** 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Please  Welcome  the  Following  New  Associate  Members: 

Mary  C.  Hughes 
323  Wellingwood  Drive 
East  Amherst,  NY  14051 
Tel:  636-1719 

Kenneth  Walton 
c/o  L.  Sayers 
2755  Yonge  St.  Apt.  130 
Toronto,  Ont.  M4N  2H8 

BOS  MEETINGS 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact 
Michael  Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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June  10: 

Apr.  26: 

May  3: 

May  9: 

May  17: 
May  XX: 


May  24: 

June  5: 

June  10: 

June  20: 


Wednesday.  BOS  picnic  at  Tiffi  Nature  Center,  last  meeting  of  the  season.  Bring  your  own  food 
and  drink  and  eat  at  6:00  p.m.,  indoors  if  cold  or  rainy. 


FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m  at  the  Tanning  Bed  store,  on  the  south 
side  of  Main  Street,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Transit  Road.  We  will  join  the  Rochester  GOS  at  9:30  a  m.  at 
the  Braddock  Bay  Park  shelter.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987) 

Sunday  Tiffi  Nature  Center.  Meet  at  7:00  a  m.  in  Tiffi  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  trip. 
(Afterwards  we  may  go  to  Franklin  St.  to  check  on  the  Statler  Peregrines.)  Leader:  Brenden 

Klick. 

Saturday.  Marcy  property  near  Point  Abino  for  warblers.  Meet  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at  &:00  a  m. 
and  go  to  the  parking  lot  at  south  end  of  Holloway  Bay  Road.  We  will  meet  the  Bert  Miller 
Nature  Club  there  at  8:00  a  m.  (On  Hwy.  3  go  10  miles  west  from  Ft.  Erie,  or  1  mile  past  Pt. 
Abino  Road  and  turn  left.)  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count.  Call  the  Compiler,  Jim  Landau  (941-3869),  for  a  territory. 

Warbler  watching  Goat  Island,  Niagara  Falls,  NY.  On  any  promising  (weekday  especially) 
morning  you  can  find  2-6  birders  in  this  natural  migrant  concentrator.  The  woods  and  edges 
reached  from  the  Three  Sisters  parking  lot  are  the  most  popular,  but  don’t  park  there;  use  one  of 

the  two  big  lots.  ,  ^  T  ~  „  x 

Williamsville  Glen  Park  is  also  very  good,  as  is  Delaware  Park  (and  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery) 

the  right  day. 

Sunday:  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet  at  6:00  a  m.  at  Vermont 
&  Busti.  Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783).  (If  you  wish  to  meet  on  the  Canadian  side,  contact 

the  leader.) 

Friday  not  Saturday.  Whip-poor  will  trip  and  Chinese  dinner.  Meet  at  6:00  pun.  at  Vermont  & 
Busti  We  will  eat  at  the  Lotus  Garden  Restaurant  in  Port  Colbome,  Ontario.  This  is  at  182  West 
Street,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Welland  Canal  Then  we  go  to  Wilson  Road  which  in  4  mi.  west  of 
town,  offHwy.  3.  Reservations  are  appreciated.  Call  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Wednesday.  BOS  picnic  at  Tiffi  Nature  Center,  last  meeting  of  the  season.  Bring  your  own  food 
and  drink  and  eat  at  6:00  p.m.,  indoors  if  cold  or  rainy. 

Saturday.  Prothonotary  Warblers  at  Iroquois  NWR.  Meet  at  5:30  p.m.  at  the  Tanning  Bed  store, 
0  1  mi  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  We  will  search  at  the  bridge  on  Sour  Springs  Rd.  and  on  Swallow 
Hollow  Trail,  after  6:00  p.m.  Leader:  Tom  O’Donnell  (284-5569).  For  Dinner  afterwards  at  the 
Basket  Factory  in  Middleport,  make  reservations  with  Tom  O’Donnell. 
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July  5:  Sunday.  Butterfly  Census.  Comp.ler:  Dave  Cooper  (284-4118).  Note:  Dave  offers  some  training 

in  butterfly  identification. 

July  19-  Sunday  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds.  Meet  at  7.00  a  m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti. 

Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783).  (If  you  wish  to  meet  on  the  Canadian  side,  contact  the 

leader.) 

Aue  23-  Sunday  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Ene  for  shorebirds.  Meet  at  8.00  a  m.  at  Vermont  &  Bustr 

§  Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783).  (If  you  wish  to  meet  on  the  Canadian  side,  contact  the 

leader.) 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  ..... 

Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Lynne  Landon,  139  Jackson  Street,  Youngstown,  NY  14174. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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,c  t.  infhience  of«a  Nin0”  on  the  meteorological  fortunes  of  the  Northeast  waned,  the  weather  patterns 

*£££%£  ifiES  £«*  te»M»  »»* «—  « «”  w-*  F“  t  “ “ 

ass-.  * 

WM»  York  “?2* 

SEsa  r  s 

S£  L™  ,»» *=  -  J- - -  Jr — 25 — r^TBS  22 

3l“t  S»“  fe”  ofS4"(F)  ««  treSdKl  in  ,h«  elmtcd  regions  of  CluuUnqu.  Comly  on  M»ch  2«*  This 
momh  ^  also  Se  Wales!  ^  record  for  the  four-month  penod  of  December  through  March  at  Buffalo  (fide. 

Buffalo  News).  The  average  temperature  for  ^  ^Jfall  measured  Smches’, 

recorded  was  11%  below  normal.  (Meteoro.og.cal  data  as 

recorded  at  Buffalo-  Niagara  International  Airport.)  favorite  for  this  column’s  prestigious 

“ng  which  atared  at  a  feeder  at  the  residence  of  Don  and 
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Bunting,  a  cardinaline  species  endemic  to  western  North  America,  ruling  out  Eastern  Bluebird  by  its  size,  light 
blue  head,  throat,  back,  tail  and  wing-bars.  By  the  weekend,  over  sixty  birders  appeared  at  the  farm,  for  most  of 
whom  the  bunting  would  be  a  life  bird;  the  Tiedes  proved  to  be  most  gracious  hosts,  allowing  many  of  the 
visitors  access  to  their  home  to  view  the  bunting  at  close  range  through  a  window  while  it  visited  a  hopper-type 
feeder  nearby  to  feed  on  the  cracked  com  that  it  dispensed,  apparently  the  only  provender  that  it  preferred 
among  several  feeders  in  the  yard  with  different  fare.  It  is  apparently  the  first  record  of  this  species  occurring  in 
New  York  State. 

Once  again  this  year,  Frances  Rew  became  a  committee  of  one  to  assure  BOS  participation  in  monitoring 
the  spring  passage  of  migrating  raptors  along  the  Lake  Erie  Plain  in  the  Town  of  Hamburg.  Commencing  on 
March  1st,  for  eleven  days  during  the  month  when  meteorological  conditions  seemed  to  favor  a  flight,  she 
appeared  at  the  traditional  lookout  at  the  Camp  Road  entrance  to  the  Lakeside  Cemetery.  Although  there  had 
been  no  formal  recruitment  of  volunteers,  Rew  received  assistance  from  a  number  of  local  bird-watchers  who 
visited  the  lookout  and  the  adjacent  William  B.  Williams  athletic  field  on  Rogers  Road  as  their  schedules 
permitted.  For  the  fourth  consecutive  year,  wind  direction  and  other  meteorological  factors  were  unfavorable 
for  a  large  movement  of  birds  over  our  sector  of  the  plain;  nevertheless,  within  the  constraints  imposed  by  the 
above  circumstances,  a  count  for  the  month  of  1457  birds,  including  1020  Turkey  Vultures,  is  respectable.  As 
the  vultures  have  been  banished  from  the  Falconiformes  in  the  forthcoming  7th  AOU  Checklist,  Red-tailed 
Hawks  with  277  counted  takes  pride  of  place  among  the  11  species  identified  during  this  otherwise 
unremarkable  flight  with  only  one  immature  Bald  Eagle,  one  Northern  Goshawk  and  an  early  Osprey  to  rouse 
the  observers.  In  contrast,  a  second  monitoring  program  in  our  study  area,  the  Ripley  Hawk  Watch,  now  in  its 
third  year,  is  a  model  of  organizational  planning.  It  has  evolved  from  the  late  John  Luensman’s  informal 
lookout  at  the  N.Y.  State  Thruway  overpass  on  Forsythe  Road  in  the  Town  of  Ripley  in  Chautauqua  County  into 
a  structured  organization  activity  with  a  network  of  six  sites  between  the  Lake  Erie  shore  and  a  glacial  moraine 
two  miles  inland  monitored  daily  during  the  spring  passage  of  raptors  by  volunteers  from  the  Jamestown 
Audubon  Society  and  other  aficionados.  The  Ripley  hawk  Watch  is  blessed  by  the  topography  of  its  location. 
The  hawks  entering  our  region  from  the  south  are  largely  concentrated  riding  the  thermals  over  the  narrow 
expanse  of  the  Lake  Erie  Plain  bounded  by  the  elevated  scarp  of  the  northwest  boundary  of  the  Allegany 
Plateau  on  the  east  and  the  open  waters  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  west.  It  is  not  until  the  western  boundary  of  the 
plateau  recedes  in  the  Town  of  Sheridan  that  the  Lake  Erie  Plain  greatly  expands  to  the  east  allowing  the  raptor 
flight  to  diffuse  across  a  broad  front  in  Western  New  York  to  the  Lake  Ontario  shore.  The  writer  is  indebted  to 
Bob  Andrle  for  his  patient  explanation  of  the  role  of  geology  as  well  as  the  weather  for  our  frustration  when  the 
hawks  aren’t  flying  at  Lakeside  Cemetery.  In  March,  the  Ripley  Hawk  Watch  tallied  5972  birds  of  15  species 
including  4459  Turkey  Vultures,  four  Bald  Eagles,  802  Red-tailed  Hawks,  three  Golden  Eagles  (all  on  March 
25th!),  three  Merlins  and  five  Peregrine  Falcons.  The  Niagara  Peninsula  Hawk  Watch  at  the  Beamer 
Conservation  Area  on  the  Niagara  Escarpment  at  Grimsby,  Ontario,  2  1/2  miles  west  of  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  BOS  Study  Area  was  below  average  for  its  March  count  totals  but  tallied  4232  birds  of  14  species 
including  1879  Turkey  Vultures  (850  on  March  29th,  a  new  daily  record!),  19  Bald  Eagles  (10  on  the  29th!), 
eight  Northern  Goshawks,  1114  Red-tailed  Hawks,  three  Golden  Eagles,  three  Merlins  and  one  Peregrine 
Falcon.  This  hawk  watch  enjoys  topographical  features  similar  to  Ripley  -  a  narrow  lake  plain  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  cold  waters  of  Lake  Ontario  and  an  elevated  escarpment  to  the  south. 

Finally,  the  highlight  of  the  society’s  field  trip  to  the  Oak  Orchard  area  wetlands  east  of  Buffalo  on  March 
28th  was  the  discovery  of  a  White  Pelican  flying  over  the  Ring-neck  Marsh  at  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife 
Refuge  in  Orleans  County.  The  pelican,  soaring  around  the  marsh  at  an  estimated  500  feet  above  the  delighted 
participants  was  easily  identified  by  its  diagnostic  long  yellow  orange  bill  and  long  white  wings  with 
contrasting  black  primaries  with  its  head  curled  back  on  an  ‘S’-shaped  neck.  It  remained  in  sight  for  some  three 
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minutes  and  on  March  30th,  an  adult  White  Pelican,  presumably  the  same  bird,  was  seen  “resting  on  a  small 
island”  at  the  Cayuga  Pool  on  NY  Route  #77  in  the  refuge  where  it  was  seen  again  on  the  following  day  in  the 
water  by  Gail  Seamans.  White  Pelican  sightings  are  increasing  in  the  northeast  and  there  is  some  speculation 
that  a  population  may  establish  itself  in  the  region.  Once  again  in  March,  Peregrine  Falcons  have  made  the  front 
page  of  the  Buffalo  News  (See  Prothonotary,  vol.  63:4,  pp.  39-40).  Elsewhere  in  this  issue.  Bill  Burch  tells  of 

the  bizarre  sequel  to  last  year’s  publicity. 

Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
tn  the.  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adiacent  Ontano  (B.O.S.  1991)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Common  Loon 
Pied-billed  Grebe 

44 

Homed  Grebe 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

Red-necked  Grebe 

44 

44 

44 

*Amer.  White  Pelican 

44 

44 

Great  Blue  Heron 
Black-cr.  Night  Heron 

44 

Turkey  Vulture 


Mar. 

Number 

22F 

1 

23F 

1 

27 

1 

15,29 

1,209 

27 

3 

29 

385 

29 

254 

29 

200 

30 

1 

7 

1 

7 

4 

22 

1 

28 

4 

28 

1 

30 

1 

31 

1 

17 

18 

7;29 

7;8 

29 

21 

3 

1 

26,28 

504,696 

Location 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 
Machias  Twp. 

Batavia  WWTP 
Friendship  Twp. 
Lewiston  Reservoir 
Lake  LaSalle,  Amherst 
Vineland,  Ont. 

Alfred  Twp. 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Carlton  Twp. 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 
Somerset  Twp. 

Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Motor  Island,  Niag.  Riv. 
Motor  Island,  Niag.  Riv. 
Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 
Attica 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 


Observer 

D'Anna 

Yoerg 

Watson 

Seamans,  Vogt 

Watson 

D'Anna,  Potter 

McKale,  Johnson 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Brooks 

D'Anna 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
D'Anna 
Morgante  et  al 
Landau  (BOS) 

Chilton 

Seamans 

Watson 

S&T  O’Donnell; Watson 
Roberson 
R&D  Rosche 
Rew  et  al 


44 


Vol.  64,  No.  4 

Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Snow  Goose 

1;7;16 

1;2;9 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg;Morgante;R.Rosche 

44 

7;  1 7 

i;i 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna;  Chilton 

44 

7 

l 

Carlton  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

15 

28 

Yates  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

16 

30 

Shadigee 

R&D  Rosche(EABC) 

44 

24 

63 

Bethany  Twp. 

Rew,  Horbett 

Tundra  Swan 

2 

150 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau 

44 

6 

18 

Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Hess 

44 

7 

8 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

15 

42 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans,  Vogt 

44 

17 

9 

Cuba  Lake 

R&D  Rosche 

44 

23 

20 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Yoerg 

44 

26 

3 

Oakfield  Twp. 

McKale  (EABC) 

44 

29 

400 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

29 

51 

Lowbanks,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Wood  Duck 

15 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Gadwall 

6 

4 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

American  Black  Duck 

6 

13 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

*Blue- winged  Teal 

29F 

3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans,  Vogt 

44 

29F 

2 

Smithville,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Northern  Shoveler 

1 

3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

44 

5 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Chilton 

44 

6;8 

13;34 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson;  Seamans 

44 

6 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Northern  Pintail 

6;7 

160;500 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson;Morgante 

44 

7 

50 

Hartland  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

44 

7 

45 

Yates  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Green- winged  Teal 

1 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans,  Vogt 

44 

1 

2 

Newstead  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Canvasback 

6;29 

10;  10 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson;  Seamans 

Redhead 

27 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Chilton 

44 

29 

10 

Langford  Pond 

Turisk 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1,29 

25,200 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans  Vogt 

44 

3 

2 

Wethersfield 

R&D  Rosche 

Greater  Scaup 

6 

9 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

6F;29 

8;  100 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson;  Seamans 

44 

28 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

*King  Eider 

22 

20 

Vineland,  Ont. 

Morgante 

Oldsquaw 

14 

2 

Pendleton  Twp. 

T.  O’Donnell 

44 

29 

5 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante 

44 

29 

7 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans,  Vogt 

44 

29 

6 

Langford  Pond 

Turisk 

44 

29 

6 

Lake  LaSalle,  Amherst 

McKale,  Johnson 

Common  Merganser 

6 

16 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Merganser 

7 

20 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morgante 

Ruddy  Duck 

1F.8 

3,42 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

46 

6 

13 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

66 

15,29 

8,124 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox,  Seamans 

66 

26 

8 

Oakfield  Twp. 

McKale(EABC) 

66 

27 

1 

Tiffi  N.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

*Osprey 

25F 

1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Rew  et  al 

66 

28 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morgante 

64 

28 

5 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

Bald  Eagle 

6-27 

2  max. 

Iroquois  NWR 

several  observers 

66 

15 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

46 

25 

1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Rew,  Landau 

66 

28 

1  imm. 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

66 

31 

1  ad. 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

66 

31 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

Chilton 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

3 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

7 

4 

Somerset  &  Yates 

D'Anna,  Potter 

“  15,16,28 

U,1 

Yates  Twp. 

several  observers 

66 

24 

1  dark 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Chilton 

66 

29 

2 

North  Collins 

Turisk 

*Merlin 

28F 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

*Lesser  Yellowlegs 

28F 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

*Pectoral  Sandpiper 

28F 

12 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante  et  al 

66 

28F 

20 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

Purple  Sandpiper 

i;I5 

6;6 

Goat  Island 

Wojewodzki;  D'Anna 

Dunlin 

15 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna,  Potter 

*Common  Snipe 

28F 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Potter 

66 

29 

2 

Famham 

Turisk 

66 

31 

2 

Wethersfield 

R&D  Rosche 

66 

31 

4 

Jos.  Davis  S.P. 

Home 

*  American  Woodcock 

6F 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

66 

17 

4 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

Little  Gull 

7,25,31 

6,3,3 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

66 

8,20 

6,2 

Lewiston  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell,  Hess 

66 

22 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Potter,  Morgante  et  al 

66 

24 

1 

Olcott 

Chilton 

64 

31 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

25,31 

3170,4250 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Iceland  Gull 

15 

6 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna,  Potter 

66 

22 

10 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Morgante,  D'Anna  et  al 

66 

29 

1 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Potter,  D'Anna 

Lesser  Black-b.  gull 

15 

2  ad. 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Glaucous  Gull 

17 

1 

Olcott 

Chilton 

66 

29 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante,  Hamilton 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Snowy  Owl 

17,22 

u 

Sheldon  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche 

Long-eared  Owl 

17 

4 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Potter 

44 

29 

1 

Evangola  S.P. 

Turisk 

Short-eared  Owl 

15 

12 

Yates  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

22 

1 

Sheldon  Twp. 

Watson 

Nor.  Saw- whet  Owl  6,17,25,30 

1, 4,2,1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter  et  al 

44 

28 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Potter 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

20 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

24F 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

29 

1 

Amherst  Twp. 

McKale,  Jackson 

44 

29 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

31 

3 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Rew,  Horbett 

44 

31 

1 

Buffalo 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

*Eastem  Phoebe 

25F 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Potter,  D'Anna 

44 

27 

5 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

27 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Northern  Shrike 

3 

1 

Corfu 

R&D  Rosche 

44 

6 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

15 

1 

Pembroke  Twp. 

Seamans 

44 

17 

1 

Wethersfield 

R&D  Rosche 

44 

27 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Chilton 

44 

28 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle,  Rew 

Common  Raven 

13,16 

U 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

26 

2 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

*Tree  Swallow 

27F 

10 

Tifft  N.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

28 

20 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

Carolina  Wren 

15 

2 

East  Aurora 

R&D  Rosche 

44 

29 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Winter  Wren 

27F 

4 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

29 

4 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

27F 

15 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

27F 

15 

Tifft  N.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

28 

12 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

*Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

1124 

1,1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Chilton 

*Hermit  Thrush 

28F 

1 

Buffalo 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Northern  Mockingbird 

1 

2 

Carlton  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

28 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle  et  al 

*  American  Pipit 

27F 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

28 

75 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

Cedar  Waxwing 

18 

500 

Jos.  Davis  S.P. 

S.  O’Donnell 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

7 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

44 

31F 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Rew,  Horbett 

*  Eastern  Towhee 

29F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

*Field  Sparrow 

28F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

*Fox  Sparrow 

7F 

2 

44 

29 

1 

44 

30 

1 

44 

30,31 

1 

Swamp  Sparrow 

24F 

1 

Lapland  Longspur 

21 

1 

44 

28 

9 

Snow  Bunting 

10 

30 

44 

16 

200 

44 

21 

3 

44 

22 

40 

44 

24 

5 

44 

24 

600 

♦Lazuli  Buntine 

22 

1 

44 

23 

1 

44 

23 

1 

44 

23 

1 

44 

23 

1 

44 

23 

1 

44 

24 

1 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

15F 

1 

44 

23 

13 

44 

23 

2 

Rusty  Blackbird 

17F 

5 

44 

28 

20 

Purple  Finch 

22-31 

5 

White-w.  Crossbill 

28,29 

2,1 

Common  Redpoll 

7 

4 

44 

7-30 

5  max. 

44 

11,12 

3,2 

44 

17 

45 

44 

21 

3 

44 

28 

10 

Pine  Siskin 

1,17 

1 

44 

1-30 

4  max. 

44 

30 

1 

44 

30 

1 

Evening  Grosbeak 

3 

30 

44 

4,8,22 

10,14,8 

44 

17 

2 

Location 

Observer 

Porter  Twp. 

S.  O’Donnell 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodzki 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrle 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rew,  Horbett 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Turisk 

Elba  Twp. 

Watson 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Sheldon  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche 

West  Middlebury 

R&D  Rosche,  McKale 

Bethany  Twp. 

Rew,  Horbett 

Bethany  Twp. 

Seamans,  Vogt 

Bethany  Twp. 

D'Anna 

Bethany  Twp. 

Watson 

Bethany  Twp. 

Rising 

Bethany  Twp. 

Brock 

Bethany  Twp. 

Fox 

Bethany  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche 

Java  Twp. 

Fox 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

Alabama  Twp. 

Roberson,  Burch 

Pike  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morgante 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodzki 

Niagara  Falls(f) 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Olcott 

Chilton 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrle 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodzki 

East  Aurora 

R&D  Rosche 

Niagara  Falls(f) 

Roberson 

Middlebury 

R&D  Rosche 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodzki 

Houghton 

R&D  Rosche 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded 
Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue .. 
Total  for  year . 
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Statisticians  Note 

Peregrine  Falcon:  At  the  present  time  reports  of  resident  Peregrine  Falcons  in  downtown  Buffalo  will 
not  require  verification  write-ups.  The  Statisticians 

Corrigenda 

Under  Organizational  Activities,  January  Waterfowl  Count  ( Prothonotary ,  vol.  64:2,  pg.  22)  please 
make  the  following  corrections: 

Line  26  -  Common  Merganser  change  775  to  818 

Line  30  -  Total  Species  -  change  to  29 

Under  the  following  paragraph  (participants)  due  to  error  in  transcribing  for  publication  the  names  of 
the  following  section  leaders  were  omitted:  Ed  Rataiczak  (O),  Frances  Rew  (L). 

Line  5  -  Vicki  Onorato  (L)  should  read:  Vicki  Onorato  (Q) 

******** 


Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  March  1998 

It  had  been  a  long  time  since  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Hotline  was  activated,  but  on  March 
22,when  Gail  Seamans  confirmed  the  first  New  York  State  Lazuli  Bunting  at  the  Tiede  family  residence  in 
Bethany,  it  was  Hotline  time!  The  bunting  remained  at  the  Silver  Road  location  for  at  least  two  more  weeks, 
providing  opportunities  for  local,  state  and  out-of-state  birders  to  observe  this  first  record  species.  Even  with  the 
mass  exposure  of  the  location  on  the  Internet,  Don  Tiede  reported  that  the  volume  of  birding  visitors  had  been 

no  trouble,  in  light  of  the  joy  the  bird  had  brought  to  so  many  people. 

Accounts  of  28  waterfowl  species  made  up  the  majority  of  Dial-a-Bird  reports  during  March.  Tundra  Swans 
and  Northern  Pintails  started  the  month,  followed  by  most  of  the  diving  and  dabbling  ducks  until  small  numbers 
of  Blue-winged  Teals  arrived  during  the  third  week.  In  a  replay  of  March  1997,  a  flock  of  30  or  more  King 
Eiders  was  once  again  found  among  large  numbers  of  scoters  on  Lake  Ontario  off  Vineland,  Ontario.  Late  in 
the  month,  just  east  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Region,  near  Silver  Lake  in  Castile,  Richard  Roche 
reported  a  rare  Eurasian  Wigeon. 


David  F.  Suggs 
******** 

Buffalo’s  Peregrine  Falcons  Are  Victors  In  Battle  For  Nest 

This  is  an  April  17  update  of  the  Peregrine  Falcon  activity  in  downtown  Buffalo,  NY.  The  best  vantage 
point  for  watching  is  on  Franklin  Street  in  front  of  the  Convention  Center,  This  gives  a  close  view  of  the  Statler 
Towers  building  across  the  street,  the  nest  box  being  in  one  of  the  round  windows  at  the  top  of  the  Statler," 
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The  Buffalo  falcons  and  the  Toledo  falcons  had  a  fierce  struggle  over  possession  of  the  box  this  spring, 
culminating  in  the  well-publicized  street  fight  between  the  females  March  25  (ref,  Buffalo  News,  March  26). 
We  saw  the  Buffalo  falcons  using  the  box  March  27,  The  leg  bands  established  that  the  female  was  the  Buffa  o 
bird,  which  had  raised  a  brood  of  three  in  1996  on  the  City  Hall,  but  had  been  flooded  out  in  1997,  The  male 

has  not  been  identified  but  presumably  is  her  long-term  mate. 

Examination  of  the  nest  box  March  25  (after  the  struggle)  revealed  the  female  sitting  on  one  egg,  but  it  isnt 

clear  whether  it  is  her  egg  or  that  of  the  Toledo  bird.  On  April  8  the  bird  still  was  incubating  one  egg,  but  the 
Buffalo  falcon  pair  was  copulating  frequently  which  is  a  good  indication  of  forthcoming  egg-laying.  Copulation 

probably  would  continue  until  incubation  began.  , _  _  .  .  ,  .  A 

On  April  17  the  writer  and  Tom  Burke  were  permitted  to  examine  the  box  from  the  Statler  elevator  loft. 

Now  there  were  three  eggs  in  the  nest.  The  two  new  ones  looked  much,  fresher,  but  all  had  the  reddish-brown 
or  copper  color  typical  of  peregrine  eggs,  and  had  darker  irregular  lengthwise  streaks.  The  female  now 

incubated  continually,  leaving  for  only  a  minute  or  two. 

Mark  Kandel  is  pleased  that  the  Buffalo  falcons  are  on  nest.  He  will  make  no  further  examinations  until  the 

hatching  when  the  birds  will  be  banded.,  Kandel  is  senior  wildlife  biologist  at  the  Department  of 
Environmental  Conservation.  He  welcomes  any  pertinent  observations,  and  will  need  volunteers  to  watc  t  e 

Chicks  will  make  a  crowd  in  that  tight  nest  area,  which  has  only  two  modest  perches  extending  from  t 
window,  A  young  bird  working  its  wings  could  dislodge  a  nest-mate,  to  fall  16  stones  as  the  flat  roof  of  the 

three-story  annex.  It  would  flutter  enough  to  likely  survive.  , 

The  Toledo  falcons  are  almost  certainly  the  pair  which  have  found  an  ideal  nest  site  on  a  wide  ledge  on 
Canadian  side  of  the  gorge  several  hundred  yards  downstream  of  the  Horseshoe  Falls,  The  female  is  incubating 
a  clutch  of  four  eggs,  laid  around  April  15,  She  lost  no  time  after  the  Statler  fray. 

All  this  adds  up  to  some  fabulous  peregrine  watching.  -Bill  Burch 


Iroquois  Refuge  Field  Trip  On  March  28, 1998 

This  traditional  spring  trip  (over  25  years)  attracted  17  birders  on  a  pleasant  overcast,  60-degree  day.  Leader 
Ed  Ratajczak  took  the  Clarence  Sinks  route.  The  Tillman  Road  swamp  had  a  pair  of  Wood  Ducks  and  many 
Redwings.  The  Nice  Road  wet  spots  had  Green-  and  Blue-winged  Teal,  Wood  Ducks  and  100  Canada  Geese. 

The  Steiner  Road  sinks  were  dry,  and  we  didn't  check  those  on  Stage.  , 

In  the  Tonawanda  WMA,  Wood  Marsh  off  Bartel  Road  had  2  Redhead  Ducks,  *.0  Ringneck  Ducks  and  no 
Geese.  Generally  there  were  fewer  wildfowl  seen  on  the  trip  than  expected.  Many  Tree  Swallows  were  present 

°Ve  Som  Siprmgs  Road  was  pot-holed  and  tmpassable  from  the  south  so  we  approached  Ringneck  Pond  from  the 
north  direction.  As  we  stood  on  the  road  the  bird  of  the  day  soared  gracefully  overhead.  This  was  a  White 
Pelican  It  circled  overhead,  barely  500  feet  above  the  amazed  group.  Barely  moving  its  wings  it  finally  sailed 
out  of  view  to  the  west.  It  later  was  seen  for  over  a  week  in  the  vicinity  of  Cayuga  Pool.  Also  seen  on  Ringneck 

were  4  Common-  and  2  Red-breasted  Mergansers  and  2  Gadwall.  .  r 

Mention  should  be  made  of  the  new  heromy  on  Hwy  63.  The  Great  Blue  Herons  seem  to  have  eft  Cayuga 
Pool  and  established  over  40  nests  about  200  yards  east  of  Hwy  63  and  south  of  Oak  Orchard  Creek,  it  is  most 
readily  seen  when  driving  northward  on  that  road. 

Bill  Burch 
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MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Please  Welcome  the  Following  New  Associate  Members. 


Debby  McNaughton 
4845  Transit  Rd.  Apt.  K-10 
Depew,  NY  14043 
Tel:  656-9791 


Aron  Kehlenbeck,  Sr. 
6359  Knowlesville,  Rd. 
Oakfield,  NY  14125-9432 
Tel:  948-5841 


BOS  MEETINGS 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact 
Michael  Davis  at  874-2721. 


Unless  otherwise  ind.cated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


June  10:  Wednesday.  BOS  picnic  at  Tifft  Nature  Center,  last  meeting  of  the  season.  Bring  your  own  food 

and  drink  and  eat  at  6:00  p.m.,  indoors  if  cold  or  rainy. 

******** 


FIELD  TRIPS 


May  XX'  Warbler  watching  Goat  Island,  Niagara  Falls,  NY.  On  any  promising  (weekday  especially) 
morning  you  can  find  2-6  birders  in  this  natural  migrant  concentrator  The  woods  and  edges 
reached  from  the  Three  Sisters  parking  lot  are  the  most  popular,  but  don’t  park  there;  use  one  ol 

the  two  big  lots.  _  .  >. 

Williamsville  Glen  Park  is  also  very  good,  as  is  Delaware  Park  (and  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery)  or 

the  right  day. 
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Mav  24'  Sunday  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet  at  6:00  a  m.  at  Vermont 
&  Busti.  Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783).  (If  you  wish  to  meet  on  the  Canadian  side,  contact 

the  leader.) 

June  5:  Friday  not  Saturday.  Whip-poor  will  trip  and  Chinese  dinner.  .  Meet  at  6:00  pun.  at  Veirnoffl  & 

Busti  We  will  eat  at  the  Lotus  Garden  Restaurant  in  Port  Colbome,  Ontario.  This  is  at  182  West 
Street,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Welland  Canal.  Then  we  go  to  Wilson  Road  which  in  4  mi.  west  of 
town,  off  Hwy.  3.  Reservations  are  appreciated.  Call  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

June  10:  Wednesday.  BOS  picnic  at  Tiffi  Nature  Center,  last  meeting  of  the  season.  Bring  your  own  food 

and  drink  and  eat  at  6:00  p.m.,  indoors  if  cold  or  rainy. 

June  20  Saturday.  Prothonotary  Warblers  at  Iroquois  NWR.  Meet  at  5:30  p.m.  at  the  Tanning  Bed  store, 
0.1  mi,  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  We  will  search  at  the  bridge  on  Sour  Springs  Rd.  and  on  Swallow 
Hollow  Trail,  after  6:00  p.m.  Leader:  Tom  O’Donnell  (284-5569). 

July  5:  Sunday.  Butterfly  Census.  Compiler:  Dave  Cooper  (284-4118).  Note:  Dave  offers  some  training 

in  butterfly  identification. 

July  19  Sunday  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds.  Meet  at  7:00  a  m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti 
Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783).  (If  you  wish  to  meet  on  the  Canadian  side,  contact  the 

leader.) 

Aug  23'  Sunday  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti. 

Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783).  (If  you  wish  to  meet  on  the  Canadian  side,  contact  the 

leader.) 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N  Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  XTV  . .... 

Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Lynne  Landon,  139  Jackson  Street,  Youngstown,  NY  14174. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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April  was  a  generally  pleasant  month  with  no  major  weather  disturbances  or  temperature  extremes.  It  was 
the  first  April  without  measurable  snowfall  in  seventeen  years  (fide:  Buffalo  News),  The  month  began  with  four 
days  of  cloudy  and  wet  weather  accompanying  a  series  of  low  pressure  systems  from  the  upper  Great  Lakes 
before  a  ridge  of  high  pressure  building  over  the  region  on  April  5th  blocked  moisture  from  an  Atlantic  Coast 
storm  from  reaching  Western  New  York  and  we  enjoyed  sunny  days  and  mild  temperatures  until  the  13th  when 
the  high  temperature  for  the  month  at  Buffalo,  71°(F)  was  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo-Niagara  International 
Airport.  Following  six  days  of  unsettled  weather  with  almost  daily  precipitation  at  mid-month's  a  second  deep 
high  pressure  system  from  the  Great  Plains  became  nearly  stationary  over  the  Northeast  on  April  21st  and,  save 
for  a  brief  weather  disturbance  in  the  form  of  showers  accompanying  a  warm  front  on  the  24th  at  Buffalo,  the 
region  basked  in  sunshine  until  month's  end.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month,  46.8°(F),  was  0.6  degrees 
above  normal;  precipitation  in  the  form  of  rain  measured  2.54  inches,  .33  inches  below  normal;  57%  of  possible 
sunshine,  6%  above  normal  for  the  period,  was  recorded,  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo- 
Niagara  International  Airport.) 

In  contrast  to  the  past  three  seasons  when  significantly  cooler  than  average  temperatures  had  a  negative 
impact  on  bird  migration  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  in  April,  this  month's  decidedly  spring-like  climate  was  a 
welcome  change.  There  were  earlier  than  average  arrival  dates  for  Virginia  Rail,  Solitary  Sandpiper,  Least 
Sandpiper,  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  (very  early!).  White-eyed  Vireo  and  Marsh  Wren,  However,  in  spite  of 
optimum  weather  conditions:  prevailing  southwesterly  winds,  above  average  temperatures  and  no  significant 
meteorological-disturbances,  the  number  of  most  early  spring  southeastern  and  neotropical  passerine  migrants 
from  the  thrushes  through  the  sparrows  remained  disquietingly  low,  In  our  study  area,  observers  reported  only 
15  species  from  those  categories,  the  same  number  as  recorded  during  the  unfavorable  climatic  conditions 
prevailing  in  that  time  frame  in  April,  1997!  The  high  number  for  the  past  ten  years  was  35  species  in  April, 

1990  with  an  average  temperature  for  that  month  was  48.5°(F);  the  second  highest  number  was  29  species  in 

1991  with  an  average  temperature  for  that  period  of  50.5°  (F),  the  highest  in  35  years  and  the  4th  highest  on 
record  for  April. 


53 


Vol.  64,  No.  5 


On  the  morning  of  April  18th,  a  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  resident,  Louis  Lisi  advised  Niagara  Parks 
Commission  personnel  in  that  city  that,  in  the  course  of  a,  morning  walk  along  the  Niagara  Gorge  overlooking 
the  Niagara  River  on  that  date,  he  discovered  a  pair  of  Peregrine  Falcons  nesting  in  a  scrape  on  an  outcropping 
ledge  of  the  gorge  in  the  Table  Rock  area  of  the  park,  sixty  feet  above  the  river  and  300  yards  north  of  the 
Canadian  Falls,  To  local  ornithologists,  this  is  an  historical  event,  the  first  nesting  record  for  this  magnificent 
raptor  in  the  gorge  although  the  absence  of  peregrines  from  this  habitat  had  been  the  object  of  speculation  for 
years  before  pesticides  extirpated  them  as  breeding  birds  in  northeastern  North  America  below  the  50th 
parallel.  The  present  nesting  is  also  presumably  the  first  record  of  the  species  nesting  in  the  Niagara  Peninsula 
in  a  natural  habitat.  The  scrape  contained  three  eggs  and  the  Parks  Commission  recruited  a  local  conservationist 
Bob  Chambers  of  Stevensville,  Ontario  to  organize  a  group  of  local  volunteers  to  assist  park  personnel  in 
monitoring  the  nest  site  until  the  young  birds  are  fledged.  The  sidewalk  overlooking  the  gorge  above  the  nest 
site  has  been  cordoned  off  with  fencing  to  assure  the  birds  a  modicum  of  privacy  and  to  protect  them  from 
injury  or  death  from  falling  objects.  Elsewhere  in  these  pages  the  reader  will  find  an  in  depth  article  by  Bill 
Burch  chronicling  the  progress  of  the  nesting  . 

With  the  advent  of  more  favorable  meteorological  conditions  in  April,  the  fortunes  of  Frances  Rew  and  the 
volunteers  at  the  Camp  Road  lookout  in  Lakeside  Cemetery  and  the  adjacent  William  B.  Williams  athletic  field 
on  Rogers  Road  in  the  Town  of  Hamburg  improved  considerably,  with  21  days  favorable  for  migrating  raptors, 
they  tallied  4021  birds  of  twelve  species  including  40  Ospreys,  2184  Broad- winged  Hawks  and  one  Peregrine 
Falcon,  The  best  flight  days  were  the  sunny  and  warm  April  28th,  596  birds  on  west,  southwest  winds  and  the 
29th,  780  birds  on  south  winds.  Further  west  at  the  Ripley  Hawk  Watch  in  Chautauqua  County,  with  30  days  of 
coverage  in  April,  they  tallied  5001  birds  of  14  species  including  1526  Ospreys,  six  Bald  Eagles,  862  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawks,  2027  Broad-winged  Hawks,  ten  Merlins  and  six  Peregrine  Falcons,  More  on  Ripley  Hawk 
Watch:  The  writer  has  been  contacted  by  Leonard  De  Francisco  of  Falconer,  WY  and  has  received 
correspondence  from  Nancy  Luensman  of  Mayville,  WY  concerning  erroneous  information  imparted  in  this 
column  in  the  April  1998  issue  of  this  newsletter.  Of  special  concern  to  both  correspondents  was  the  writer's 
remark  that  the  Ripley  Hawk  Watch  as  presently  constituted  was  “now  in  its  third  year  of  existence”,  an  error 
which  he  acknowledges  at  this  time.  It  was  his  perception  that  prior  to  1994,  the  Ripley  Hawk  Watch  was  a 
term  used  to  identify  the  Forsythe  Road  lookout  in  that  township,  a  monitoring  location  started  by  BOS 
members  Frances  Rew  and  the  late  Lois  Buck  in  1984  (see  Prothonotary ,  vol.,  50:5,  pg.  68).  Shortly  thereafter 
they  were  joined  by  the  late  John  Luensman  in  monitoring  the  spring  passage  of  raptors  at  this  station;  he 
enthusiastically  recruited  others  and  assumed  responsibility  for  submitting  records  to  the  ITawk  Migration 
Society  of  North  America  (HMANA).  Nancy  Luensman  advises  that  her  late  husband  also  established  a  “picket 
line”  of  other  locations  which  upon  his  retirement  in  1990,  he  and  Leonard  De  Francisco  expanded  into  the 
more  elaborate  program  described  in  the  April  1998  issue  of  the  Prothonotary. 

Upon  John  Luensman’s  death  in  1997,  Leonard  De  Francisco  became  sole  coordinator  of  the  Ripley 
program.  He  advises  that  he  has  monitored  raptor  migration  in  spring  in  southwestern  New  York  for  13  years 
and  also  participates  in  the  fall  Raptor  Count  at  the  Holiday  Beach  Migratory  Observatory  at  Amherstburg, 
Ontario. 

There  were  several  reports  of  exciting  rarities  in  April.  On  the  morning  of  April  18th,  Ed  Ratajczak  and  his 
party  round  a  male  Yellow-throated  Warbler  in  a  Willow  Tree  adjacent  to  the  marsh  on  the  service  road  at 
Warbler  Walk  Trail  in  the  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  in  Buffalo.  The  bird,  which  save  for  a  territorial  male  that 
appears  regularly  each  spring  at  Allegany  State  Park  in  recent  years  but  apparently  has  remained  unmated,  is  an 
uncommon  vagrant  in  our  study  area.  The  Tifft  N.P.  bird  proved  remarkably  tame,  “following”  the  observers 
from  tree  to  tree  as  they  continued  their  field  trip.  The  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  was  also  the  scene  of  a  second 
exciting  find:  a  Clay-colored  Sparrow  first  observed  by  Bill  Watson  during  the  morning  of  April  29th  on  the 
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crassv  substrate  of  the  Rabbit  Run  Trail  where  it  was  in  the  company  of  a  White-throated  Sparrow  from  w  ic 
ft  mo^hologically  differed  in  bodily  dimensions,  being  slimmer  and  smaller  with  lighter  brown  plumage  an 
head  pattern.  This  sparrow  is,  for  the  most  part,  a  rare  migrant  in  our  study  area;  a  small  breeding  populat 
Allegany  County  apparently  has  been  extirpated  by  habitat  loss  or  other  factors  as  no  records  have 
received  by  our  compiler  since  1989.  The  celebrated  Genesee  County  Lazuli  Bunting  reported  last  month  w 
seen  on  April  4th  on  the  Silver  Road  farm  in  the  Town  of  Bethany  by  Dave  and  Debbie  Suggs  and  Dial-aT3ird 
reports  indicate  that  it  was  there  until  the  13th.  Finally,  Bruce  Chilton’s  discover -of  an  adult  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  in  the  company  of  a  large  flock  of  Ring-billed  Gulls  resting  on  an  offshore  concrete  platform 
Lake  Ontario  at  Krull  Park  in  the  Village  of  Olcott  in  Niagara  County  is  yet  another  location  on  that  waterway 
for  this  hitherto  uncommon  but  now  increasingly  common  land  on  the  Great  Lakes. 


Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  detailed  written  verifi cation 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adiacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  199  ) 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 
Red-throated  Loon 
Common  Loon 

44 

Homed  Grebe 

44 

44 

Red-necked  Grebe 
Amer.  White  Pelican 

44 

44 

American  Bittern 

44 

Great  Blue  Heron 
Great  Egret 

44 

44 

*  Green  Heron 
Black-cr.  Night-Heron 


Apr. 

Number 

18 

1 

1 

1 

11 

1 

1 

4 

3 

22 

4 

7 

11 

74 

1,3 

1 

14 

1 

20 

1 

11 

1 

1  IF 

1 

23 

25(20  nests) 

8 

1 

25 

1 

26 

7  (4  nests) 

23F.30 

1,3 

2,23 

8,13 

Location 

Somerset  Twp. 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Clarence  Twp. 

Lewiston  Reservoir 
Batavia  WWTP 
Niagara  Falls 
Shadigee 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Motor  Island,  Niag.  Riv. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Motor  Island,  Niag.  Riv. 
Tifft  N.P. 

Motor  Island,  Niag.  Riv. 


Observer 

D'Anna 

Watson 

Morgante 

Roberson 

Watson 

Landon 

D'Anna 

Watson 

Rew 

Chilton 

Skalicky 

D'Anna 

Watson 

Fox 

Klick 

Watson 

Watson;  D'Anna 
Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

11,23 

26,90 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

Snow  Goose 

3,4 

7,1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Chilton,  Yoerg 

44 

19 

70 

Yates  Twp. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Tundra  Swan 

1,3 

78,83 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

44 

22 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Chilton 

*Eurasian  Wigeon 

12 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

.  Yoerg 

Blue-winged  Teal 

4 

1 

Buckhom  Island  S.P. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Northern  Shoveler 

3 

124 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Green- winged  Teal 

18 

90 

Carlton  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Canvasback 

3 

30 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Redhead 

1,27 

2,5 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

3,27 

128,105 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

3,22 

211,110 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

*Surf  Scoter 

18 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna 

Oldsquaw 

3 

6 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

24 

4 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

25 

3 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

Bufflehead 

3,22 

175,116 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

3,22 

264.353 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

11 

1 

Tiffi  N.P. 

Skalicky 

44 

12,14 

15,22 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

Osprey 

7 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodzki 

44 

11 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D'Anna 

44 

11-30 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

many  observers 

44 

15 

1 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

44 

23,29 

11,12 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

12 

3  imm. 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle  et  al 

44 

22 

1  ad  +2  yg. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

29 

207 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

*Northem  Goshawk 

25 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

*Broadwing  Hawk 

HF,12 

1,16 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle  et  al 

“  18,28,29 

433,539,528 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

*Golden  Eagle 

18 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Jn.  Thill 

Peregrine  Falcon 

12 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle  et  al 

Virginia  Rail 

11 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

44 

11 

4 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D'Anna 

*Sora 

11 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D'Anna 

*  Common  Moorhen 

14 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Chilton 

44 

23 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Klick 

*Sandhill  Crane 

18 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

44 

24 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Chilton 

44 

25 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

*Greater  Yellowlegs 

3F 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

44 

4,27 

6,30 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Yoerg;  Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Afir. 

Number 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

18 

45 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

11,25 

2;50 

♦Spotted  Sandpiper 

22F 

1 

44 

25 

1 

♦Least  Sandpiper 

25F 

1 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

11,27 

10,22 

Purple  Sandpiper 

4 

5 

1 

Dunlin 

4 

41 

17F 

46 

44 

18 

2 

Common  Snipe 

5 

4 

44 

12 

12 

Little  Gull 

18 

1 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

22 

20 

1 

Iceland  Gull 

18 

44 

29 

1 

Lesser  Black-b.  Gull 

22 

1 

♦Caspian  Tern 

8F 

1 

44 

18 

2 

44 

23 

2 

44 

29 

41 

♦Common  Tern 

1  IF 

6 

44 

17 

1 

♦Chimney  Swift 

17F 

1 

44 

20 

1 

♦White-eyed  Vireo 

25F 

1 

♦Blue-headed  Vireo 

25F 

2 

44 

25F 

1 

44 

26 

4 

Common  Raven 

15,24 

1,2 

1 

♦Purple  Martin 

14F 

44 

18 

3 

*N.  Rough-w.  Swallow 

r  1  IF 

2 

44 

17 

10 

♦Bam  Swallow 

1  IF 

2 

44 

18 

1 

Red-b.  Nuthatch 

4 

1 

1 

♦House  Wren 

29F 

44 

29 

1 

Winter  Wren 

4 

3 

♦Marsh  Wren 

HF 

2 

44 

25 

44 

27 

1 

44 

30 

1 

Location 

Observer 

Hartland  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D'Anna;  Morgante 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Tifft  N.P. 

Klick 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D'Anna;  Watson 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna  et  al 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Chilton 

Yates  Twp. 

Potter,  D'Anna 

Grand  Island 

Roberson 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrles 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Somerset  Twp. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Olcott 

Chilton 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Fox 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Olcott 

Chilton 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Skalicky 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Chilton 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Tona  wanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

Chestnut  Park 

Skalicky 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Hunter’s  Creek  Park 

Skalicky 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Rew,  Horbett 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Tifft  N.P. 

Skalicky 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Andrle 

Tifft  N.P. 

Skalicky 

Shadigee 

D'Anna 

Grand  Island 

Watson 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson  et  al 

Buckhom  Island  S.P. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D'Anna 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Tifft  N.P. 

D'Anna 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*Bl.-gray  Gnatcatcher 

14F 

2 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Chilton 

44 

19 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Potter,  D'Anna 

Hermit  Thrush 

4 

1 

Buckhom  Island  S.P. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

44 

11,29 

8;  15 

Tifft  N.P. 

Skalicky,  Brock 

Gray  Catbird  27F-30 

2 

Wales  Twp  (f) 

O.  Rosche 

44 

30 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

.D’Anna,  Skalicky 

Northern  Mockingbird 

27 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

*Brown  Thrasher 

1  IF 

1 

Tillman  W.  M.A. 

Morgante 

44 

1  IF, 30 

2,5 

Tifft  N.P. 

Skalicky,  D’Anna 

*Nashville  Warbler 

3  OF 

3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Skalicky 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

4 

3 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

29 

26 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

*Blk.-thr.  Green  Warbler  29F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

44 

29 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

*Yellow-thr.  Warbler 

18 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Ratajczak 

*Pine  Warbler 

22F 

2 

Krull  Park,  Olcott 

Chilton 

44 

25 

1 

Bond  Lake,  Lewiston 

Landon,  D’Anna 

44 

27 

2 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Yoerg 

44 

29 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

*Palm  Warbler 

26F 

2 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

29 

1 

Krull  Park,  Olcott 

Chilton 

44 

30 

6 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna,  Skalicky 

*Black-and-white  Warb. 

29F 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

30 

1 

Buffalo 

Skalicky 

*Northem  Waterthrush 

3  OF 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Skalicky 

44 

30 

1 

Lime  Lake 

Chilton 

““Louisiana  Waterthrush 

18F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

44 

25 

6 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Skalicky 

44 

26 

2 

Hunter’s  Creek  Park 

Skalicky 

Eastern  Towhee 

7 

1 

Evangola  S.P. 

Forbes 

44 

18 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

*Chipping  Sparrow 

If 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

*  Clay-colored  Sparrow 

29 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

29 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Brock 

44 

29 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Hamilton 

Field  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Bethany  Twp. 

Wojewodzki 

Vesper  Sparrow 

22 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Fox  Sparrow  1 

,9,10 

1,1,4 

Lancaster 

Morgante 

44 

1 

2 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 

O.  Rosche 

44 

1 

2 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 

O.  Rosche 

44 

4 

4 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

11 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Skalicky 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

30 

150 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna,  Skalicky 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

3  OF 

1 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Potter,  D’Anna 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Lazuli  Bunting 

4 

1 

Bethany  Twp. 

Suggs 

Purple  Finch 

1  -30 

7  max. 

Colden  (f) 

Wojewodzki 

66 

18 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Potter 

46 

19 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Landon,  Yonker 

Red  Crossbill 

23-30 

1 1  max. 

Colden  (f) 

Wojewodzki 

66 

30 

25 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

White-w.  Crossbill 

25 

2 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Common  Redpoll 

2,  11,23 

1,1,2 

Colden  (f) 

Wojewodzki 

66 

19 

1 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 

O.Rosche 

Pine  Siskin 

1  -30 

9  max. 

Colden  (f) 

Wojewodzki 

66 

1 

1 

Eden  Valley  (f) 

Andrle 

64 

3 

2 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Chilton 

66 

7-17 

2  max. 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 

O.Rosche 

66 

12 

2 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

66 

27 

3 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Yoerg 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-30 

60  max. 

Colden  (f) 

Wojewodzki 

66 

1  -30 

20 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 

O.Rosche 

66 

27 

12 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Yoerg 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 139 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue . 39 

Total  for  year . 178 


******** 

Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  April  1998 

The  Hotline  bird  from  March,  the  Lazuli  Bunting  in  Bethany,  continued  to  be  reported  to  Dial-a-Bird  until 
April  13.  An  American  White  Pelican,  found  in  late  March  on  a  BOS  field  trip  to  the  Iroquois  Refuge,  was  last 
reported  at  Cayuga  Pool  on  April  14.  Two  species  that  would  have  qualified  for  the  Hotline  if  they  had  lingered 
more  than  a  day,  Yellow-throated  Warbler  and  Clay-colored  Sparrow,  were  found  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  on 
the  1 8th  and  29th,  respectively. 

Following  the  mild  winter  weather,  most  of  the  expected  April  migrants  were  widely  reported  by  the  first 
week  of  the  month.  The  leading  shorebirds  and  songbirds  were  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  Pectoral  Sandpiper, 
Common  Snipe,  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  Eastern  Phoebe,  Tree  Swallow,  Brown  Creeper,  Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet,  Hermit  Thrush,  American  Pipit,  Yellow-rumped  Warbler,  Eastern  Towhee  and  five  sparrows  - 
Chipping,  Field,  Vesper,  Fox  and  White-throated. 

April  is  the  month  known  for  hawk  migration,  but  has  also  become  the  time  for  Sandhill  Cranes.  This 
months  reports  were  during  the  last  two  weeks  of  April,  from  the  Lake  Ontario  Plains  and  the  Iroquois  Refuge. 

David  F.  Suggs 


******** 
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THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  APRIL  1998  BIRD  COUNT 

DATE:  APRIL  5,  1998  COMPILERS:  Ed  Fuchs,  Mike  Hamilton,  Terry  Yonker 

Weather:  Unseasonably  warm  weather  continued  in  the  Mid-Atlantic  states  and  New  England  during  the  week  prior  to  the 
count.  As  the  week  progressed  a  strengthening  storm  passed  through  the  count  area  and  deepened  further  off  the  New  England 
coast  by  count  day.  A  large  high  pressure  area  and  ridge  stretched  from  James  Bay  to  the  Gulf  Coast.  Frost  and  freeze  warnings 
were  posted  for  Michigan  and  Ohio.  Another  low  pressure  continued  to  gain  strength  in  the  central  Rockies.  On  count  day 
temperatures  remained  cool  and  rainless  with  light  to  moderate  winds  shifting  from  the  North  to  Northwest  by  sunset.  Skies 
cleared  to  the  Southeast  as  the  day  progressed. 

Niagara  Falls  International  Airport  Weather  Observations 

Sunrise  6:49  AM  Sunset:  7:45  PM 


Time  Weather 

Temp.  Dew  Pt  Humidity 

Pressure  Dir/Wind 

Remarks 

12:00  pm  Cloudy 

39 

30  70 

29.96  N6 

No  radar  echoes 

3:00  am  Cloudy 

39 

28  65 

29.96  N8 

6:00  am  Partly  cloudy 

34 

2? 

!  79 

29.95  NNW8 

9:00  am  Clear 

36 

30  79 

29.98  NW10 

12:00  pm  Partly  cloudy 

41 

28 

!  60 

29.99  NW14 

3:00  pm  Partly  cloudy 

43 

25 

i  49 

29.95  NNW14 

6:00  pm  Partly  cloudy 

48 

It 

i  28 

29.91  NW8 

9:00  pm  Clear 

41 

23 

1  49 

29.90  NW8 

12:00  pm  Clear 

37 

3C 

1  76 

29.93  NW8 

COMPILATION:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  seen  on  the  count  followed  by  the  total  number  observed.  Where  a  species  was 

recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  appear  in  parentheses.  Boldface  names  indicate  species  for  which 

acceptable  written  verifications  were  received.  F  and  L  represent  first  and  last  dates  for  the  spring  migration;  *  represents  first 

record  for  the  year;  pdba  represents 

“previously  documented  breeding  area.” 

Loons  -  Ducks 

Red-throated  Loon 

2 

Northern  Shoveler 

191 

Common  Loon 

9 

Gadwall 

64 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

86 

American  Wigeon 

241 

Homed  Grebe 

94 

Canvasback 

24 

Red-necked  Grebe 

6 

Redhead 

20 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

68 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1,117 

American  Bittern 

*  F 

1 

Greater  Scaup 

459 

Great  Blue  Heron 

299 

Lesser  Scaup 

737 

Great  Egret 

*  F 

2 

unspecified  scaup 

50 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron 

93 

Oldsquaw 

1,015 

Tundra  Swan 

83 

Surf  Scoter 

*  2 

Mute  Swan 

2 

White-winged  Scoter 

1,037 

Snow  Goose 

8 

Common  Goldeneye 

405 

Canada  Goose 

48,697 

Bufflehead 

984 

Wood  Duck 

327 

Hooded  Merganser 

106 

Green-winged  Teal 

96 

Common  Merganser 

376 

American  Black  Duck 

41 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

5,470 

Mallard 

1,311 

Ruddy  Duck 

212 

Northern  Pintail 

27 

unspecified  waterfowl 

75 

Blue-winged  Teal 

61 

60 


Raptors  -  Rails 


Turkey  Vulture 

702 

unspecified  buteos 

1 

Osprey 

8 

American  Kestrel 

162 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

Merlin 

1 

Northern  Harrier 

53 

unspecified  hawks 

4 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

31 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

34 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

22 

Ruffed  Grouse 

25 

unspecified  accipiters 

1 

Wild  Turkey 

262 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

19 

Virginia  Rail 

*  F  1 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

378 

American  Coot 

274 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

20 

Plovers  -  Terns 


Killdeer 

369 

Little  Gull 

11 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

3 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

12,233 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

8 

Ring-billed  Gull 

21,786 

Solitarv  Sandpiper 

*  F  1 

Herring  Gull 

2,635 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

17 

Iceland  Gull 

2 

Purple  Sandpiper 

5 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

143 

Dunlin 

1 

unspecified  gulls 

2,500 

Common  Snipe 

50 

Common  Tern 

F  1 

American  Woodcock 

40 

Doves  -  Swallows 


Rock  Dove 

1,172 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

61 

Mourning  Dove 

1,202 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

47 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

1 

Downy  Woodpecker 

378 

Great  Homed  Owl 

10 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

76 

Barred  Owl 

10 

Northern  Flicker 

354 

Long-eared  Owl 

4 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

25 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

1 

Eastern  Phoebe 

247 

Belted  Kingfisher 

62 

Homed  Lark 

83 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

*  2 

Tree  Swallow 

505 

Jays  -  Starlings 


Blue  Jay 

710 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

14 

American  Crow 

3,717 

Blue-grav  Gnatcatcher 

*  F  1 

Common  Raven 

8 

Eastern  Bluebird 

101 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

1,415 

Hermit  Thrush 

10 

Tufted  Titmouse 

128 

American  Robin 

5,661 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

70 

Gray  Catbird 

3 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

215 

Northern  Mockingbird 

20 

Brown  Creeper 

82 

Brown  Thrasher 

2 

Carolina  Wren 

3 

American  Pipit 

168 

Winter  Wren 

15 

Cedar  Waxwing 

162 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

408 

European  Starling 

11,149 
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Section  13: 

Douglas  Beattie,  Elaine  Dart,  Eileen  Gerace,  Jane  Gerace,  Tad  Gerace,  Thom  Gerace,  David  Graney,  Jay 

Section  14: 

Grimmell,  Jean  Grimmell,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  Aaron  Kleinbach,  Hans  Kunze,  Jamie  Labate,  Gail 
Seamans,  Don  Thurau,  Anne  Vogt,  Virginia  Tiede 

Ken  Brandes,  Ernie  Baker,  Ed  Fuchs,  Phyl  Hansen,  Carol  Hilberger,  Adelade  Hunley,  Erma  Kern,  Bob 
eonard,  Evelyn  Mauser,  Bobbi  McDonald,  Clare  Stahl,  Ann  Swanson,  Barbara  Walker,  Margaret  Wooley 

Section  15: 

William  Bogacki,  Ed  Ratajczak,  Art  Rosche,  Olga  Rosche,  Sally  Uzunov 

Section  16: 

Thomas  Connare,  Marian  DomhafFer,  Frances  M.  Rew 

Section  17: 

Tom  Koopman,  Burt  Schweigert 

Section  18: 

Bruce  Chilton,  Barbara  Henderson,  James  Landau,  Peter  Yoerg 

Section  19: 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Velma  Baker,  Faye  Clancy,  Barbara  Cronk,  Alice  Evans,  Gladys  Hotchkiss,  Lyle 
Hotchkiss,  Dora  Lilly,  Joan  MacEwan,  Marilyn  Main,  Cindy  Moyles,  Jean  Perry,  Linda  Roth,  Elaine  Smith, 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Emmette  Smith,  William  Smith,  Ann  Vaclavic,  Ann  Voss 

Section  20: 

Chris  Budnewski,  Ray  Budnewski,  Dave  Chase,  Paul  Farver,  Joanne  Goetz,  Phil  Hanlon,  Terry  Mahoney, 
Richard  Miga,  Terry  Mosher,  David  Neveau,  Lucille  Neveau,  Marilyn  O’Connell,  Tom  O’Connell,  Robert 
Paterson,  Beverly  Ruska,  John  Ruska,  Marty  Sanden,  Audrey  Schaffer,  Jeanine  Smith,  Doris  Welsch,  Tom 
Welsch,  Anita  Wes 

Section  21: 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  John  Cheney,  Julie  Heilman,  Ranjit  Laha,  Linda  O’Brien,  Carol  Roby,  Bob 

Sundell 

Section  22: 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Ranjit  Laha,  Linda  O’Brien,  Bob  Sundell 

Section  23: 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Virginia  Anderson,  Ranjit  Laha,  Steve  Maggio,  Dolly  Pearson,  Jane  Person, 

Bob  Sundell 

Section  24: 

Timothy  Baird,  Thomas  LeBlanc 

Section  25: 

Timothy  Baird,  Stephen  W.  Eaton,  Cora  Moser,  Jacob  Moser 

Section  26: 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Lou  Bump,  Doris  Burton,  Debbie  Floyd,  Frances  C.  Hunt,  Mary  Jordan,  Ann 
Scott,  Morris  Scott,  Bruce  Smalley,  Becky  Stoehr,  John  Stoehr 

Section  27: 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Dan  Babcock,  Harold  Babcock,  Doris  Burton,  Estella  Cronauer,  Fritz  Cmauer, 
Jason  Danaher,  Doris  Hurlburt,  Norman  Ives,  Claribel  James,  Helen  Link,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Wilma  Sanford, 
Lillian  Simons,  Bill  Thompson 

Section  28: 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Mallery  Adams,  Mary  Adams,  Russell  Allen,  Shawn  Allen,  Warren  Bouck,  W. 
Brewster,  Don  Brink,  Loma  Brink,  Debbie  Bucholtz,  C.  B.  Burdick,  Doris  Burton,  Billie  Brown,  Les  Brown, 
Dale  Coats,  Diane  Converso,  Jim  Copenheaver,  Elsie  Cushing,  Jason  Danaher,  Alice  Donovan,  Larry 
Deverell,  Luke  Donius,  Phyllis  DuBreuil,  Ann  Eisenhardt,  James  Eisenhardt,  Peg  Eisenhardt,  Pete  Finlay, 
Keegan  Fleming,  Walt  Franklin,  John  Gradoni,  Elsie  Kent,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Maragret  Klingensmith, 
Woody  Lange,  Barry  Lash,  Martha  Lash,  Cathy  MacDonald,  Pete  MacDonald,  Marian  McClure,  Mary 
Ormsby,  Lyle  Palmiter,  Thelma  Palmiter,  Sean  Phelan,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Evelyn  Ramsey,  Nicole  Ramsey,  Dan 
Rase,  Ona  Reynolds,  Nancy  Rouse,  Helen  Shear,  Norb  Shear,  Tera  Soule,  Wilma  Taggart,  Evelyn  Thomas, 
Bea  Thompson,  Tim  Timbrcok,  Guy  Tucker,  Linda  Travers,  Betty  Wauk-Fowker,  Mary  Lu  Wells,  Suzanne 
Wood 

Vireos  -  Finches 


Yellow-rumped  Warbler 
Northern  Cardinal 
Eastern  Towhee 
American  Tree  Sparrow 
Chipping  Sparrow 
Field  Sparrow 
Vesper  Sparrow 
Savannah  Sparrow 
Fox  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 
Swamp  Sparrow 
White-throated  Sparrow 
White-crowned  Sparrow 
Dark-eyed  Junco 


27 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

6,937 

641 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

140 

10 

Rusty  Blackbird 

330 

102 

Common  Grackle 

3,546 

50 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

730 

29 

Purple  Finch 

137 

10 

House  Finch 

756 

16 

White-winged  Crossbill 

4 

30 

Common  Redpoll 

7 

2,005 

Pine  Siskin 

9 

57 

American  Goldfinch 

562 

79 

Evening  Grosbeak 

441 

10 

2,518 

House  Sparrow 

1,403 

Summary  Information:  Total  Species  Observed  - 136 

Total  Individual  Birds  Observed  -  154,591 
Number  of  Observers  -  269 


Comparative  Information:  The  accompanying  chart  compares  this  year’s  records  with  those  for  1989-1998  and  those  for 
1979-1998 


Observers: 
Section  1: 
Section  2: 

Section  3: 


(Section  compilers  are  printed  in  bold  face.) 

David  Cooper,  Lynne  Landon,  Terry  Yonker 

Brian  Ahora,  Gordon  Bellerby,  Paul  Benham,  John  Black,  Maxine  Myslowrka,  Kayo  Roy,  Maggie  Smiley,  A1 
Smith,  Kathy  Stolter 

William  Broderick,  Ken  Cohen,  Willie  D’Anna,  Jerald  Farrell,  Julie  Horn,  William  Horn,  Patrick  O  Donnell, 
Betsy  Potter,  Michael  Turisk 


Section  4: 
Section  5: 

Section  6: 


Robert  Brock 

Don  Brasure,  Bill  Burch,  Dick  Christensen,  Peggy  Christensen,  Tom  Doeblin,  Bob  Lipp,  Morgan  Jones, 
Blake  Reeves,  Marion  Smith,  Bill  Townsend 

Bob  Andrle,  Jerry  Chappie,  Nina  Chappie,  Jim  Gregory,  Joe  Thill 


Section  7:  Brad  Clements 

Section  8:  Brian  Lewandowski,  Wendy  Lewandowski 

Section  9:  Karen  Bauer,  Thomas  Burke,  Edward  Crohn,  Jerald  Farrell,  Carl  McMurtry,  Susan  O’Donnell,  Thomas 

O’Donnell,  Donald  Roberson,  Mary  Ann  Stegmeier,  John  Welte,  Paul  Ziebarth,  Virginia  Ziebarth 


Section  10: 
Section  1 1 : 
Section  12: 


John  Filor,  Robert  Wagner 

Michael  Davis,  Robbyn  Drake,  Brendan  Klick,  Jeff  Liddle,  Gerry  Rising 

Alan  Baczkiewicz,  Ann  Bauer,  Marion  Bee,  Necol  Boyce,  Rachel  Dulski,  Kurt  Fox,  Bobbie  Fuhrmann,  Paul 
Fuhrmann  Nicole  Hahn,  Rahel  Incorvia,  Mike  Morgante,  Mark  Morgante,  Jessica  Nuwer,  Amy  Phillips,  Ann 
Phillips,  John  Phillips  Jr.,  Marlene  Phillips,  Ruth  Phillips,  Ruth  Phillips,  Christine  Pieszala,  Donna  Wieland 
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April  Counts  Comparative  Data:  Current  Decade  and  1979-1998 


Decade:  1989-1998 

Rec 

20  Counts:  1979-1998 

Rec 

Species 

1998 

Mean 

Max  IMin 

/10 

Mean 

Max 

Min 

120 

LOONS-DUCKS 

1 

_ 

- 1 

1 

— 

Red-throated  Loon 

2 

11 

54 

2! 

5 

6 

54 

1 

8 

Common  Loon 

9 

81 

201 

9! 

10 

51 

201 

7| 

20 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

86 

80 

134 

7 

10 

Z2. 

134 

7 

20 

Homed  Grebe 

94 

136 

275 

12 

10 

130 

386 

12 

20 

Red-necked  Grebe 

6 

39 

186 

~Ti 

7 

24 

186 

il 

15 

Eared  Grebe 

61 

2 

2 

1 

0 

2 

2 

1 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

68 

179 

524 

2 

10 

92j 

524 

1 

18 

American  Bittern 

1 

2 

7 

1 

5 

1 

7 

1 

8 

Great  Blue  Heron 

299 

306 

466 

201 

10 

250 

466 

121 

20 

Great  Egret 

2 

3 

9 

1 

8 

2 

9 

1 

16 

Green  Heron 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

3 

1 

4 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

93 

89 

188 

10 

10 

55 

188 

6 

15 

Tundra  Swan 

83 

58 1 

127 

111 

10 

52 

139 

1 

20 

Mute  Swan 

2 

2 

5 

1 

7 

1 

5 

1 

11 

Snow  Goose 

8 

11 

97 

1 

7 

9 

97 

1 

15 

Canada  Goose 

48697 

38433 

69669 

12290 

10 

41427 

74979 

12290 

20 

Greater  White-fronted  Goose 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Wood  Duck 

327 

375 

449 

314 

10 

282 

449 

113 

20 

Green-winged  Teal 

96 

196 

381 

72 

10 

1 27 1 

381 

27 

20 

American  Black  Duck 

41 

103 

259 

34 

10 

104 

259 

34 

20 

Mallard 

1311 

1711 

3077 

1173 

10 

1368 

3077 

768 

20 

Northern  Pintail 

27 

183 

607 

13 

10 

190 

607 

11 

20 

Blue-winged  Teal 

61 

153 

375 

61 

10 

199 

411 

61 

20 

Northern  Shoveler 

191 

93 

191 

15 

10 

61 

191 

6 

20 

Gadwall 

64 

51 

105 

23 

10 

43 

105 

7 

20 

American  Wigeon 

241 

322 

580 

135 

10 

252 

580 

109 

20 

Eurasian  Wigeon 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

1 

1 

3 

Canvasback 

24 

148 

482 

8 

10 

231 

1253 

8 

19 

Redhead 

20 

22 

57 

11 

9 

39 

203 

6 

19 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1117 

1094 

1922 

610 

10 

689 

1922 

64 

20 

Greater  Scaup 

459 

1862 

5986 

459 

10 

1298 

5986 

107 

20 

Lesser  Scaup 

737 

767 

1716 

284 

10 

921 

3020 

146 

20 

unspecified  scaup 

50 

163 

1001 

20 

9 

117 

1001 

3 

14 

King  Eider 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Oldsquaw 

1015 

1358 

3653 

242 

10 

1342 

3653 

188 

20 

Black  Scoter 

4 

31 

1 

4 

3 

31 

1 

8 

Surf  Scoter 

2 

0 

2 

1 

3 

0 

4 

1 

5 

White-winged  Scoter 

1037 

214 

1037 

17 

9 

126 

1037 

3 

19 

unspecified  scoters 

1 

7 

7 

1 

0 

7 

7 

1 

Barrow's  Goldeneye 

0 

2 

2 

1 

o 

2 

2 

1 

Common  Goldeneye 

405 

675 

2550 

66 

10 

662 

3068 

66 

20 

Bufflehead 

984 

1413 

2654 

377 

10 

1118 

2654 

368 

20 

Hooded  Merganser 

106 

239 

618 

59 

10 

167 

618 

37 

20 

Common  Merganser 

376 

845 

3701 

326 

10 

970 

3701 

168 

20 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

5470 

5630 

13230 

1622 

10 

7001 

24455 

1257 

20 

Ruddy  Duck 

212 

40 

212 

1 

9 

26 

212 

1 

18 

unspecified  waterfowl 

75 

257 

2000 

4 

6 

131 

2000 

4 

10 

RAPTORS-RAILS 

Turkey  Vulture 

702 

577 

2257 

71 

10 

425 

2257 

58 

20 

Osprey 

8 

19 

54 

6 

10 

14 

54 

2 

20 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

3 

7 

1 

9 

2 

7 

1i  16 

Northern  Harrier 

53 

82 

145 

39 

10 

62 

145 

23 

20 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

31 

51 

103 

13 

10 

50 

181 

9:  20 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

22 

17 

33 

8 

10 

17 

33 

8 

20 

Northern  Goshawk 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

2 

1 

7 

unspecified  accipiters 

1 

0 

1< 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

19 

35 

230 

6 

10 

26 

230 

6 

20 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

1 

5 

1 

4 

4 

42 

1 

12 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

_ Ei 

348 

715 

109 

10 

300 

715 

109 

20 
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April  Counts  Comparative  Data:  Current  Decade  and  1979-1998 


Decade:  1989-1998 

Rec 

20  Counts:  1979-1998 

Rec 

Species 

1998 

Mean 

Max 

Min 

/10 

Mean 

Max 

Min 

120 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

61 

29 1 

61 

10 

10 

28 

61 1 

10 

20 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

47 

26 1 

55 

1 

10 

26 

Z «j 

1 

20 

Downy  Woodpecker 

378 

310 

405 

209 

10 

322 

419 

209 

20 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

76 

73 1 

115 

50 

10 

92 

205 

50 1 

20 

Northern  Flicker 

354 

250 

536 

56 

10 

356 

1229 

56 

20 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

25 

16 

25 

7 

10 

17 

26  ‘ 

2 

20 

Eastern  Phoebe 

247 

162 

363 ' 

51 

10 

150, 

363 

51 

20 

Homed  Lark 

83 

106 

256 

38 

10 

130 

308 

38 

20 

Purple  Martin 

21 

135 

1 

7 

26 

160 

1 

15 

Tree  Swallow 

505 

1622 

6575 

245 

10 

1367 

6575 

32 

20 

N  Rough-winged  Swallow 

~ 61 

27 

1 

5 

6 

34 

1 

11 

Bank  Swallow 

2 

18 

T 

2 

4 

50 

2 

7 

Cliff  Swallow 

o 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

3 

Bam  Swallow 

26 

132 

1 

8 

27 

204 

1 

18 

JAYS-STARLINGS 

- 

i 

Blue  Jay 

710 

889 

1561 

505 

10 

852 

1561 

505 

20 

American  Crow 

3717 

3362 

5168 

2522 

10 

2822 

5168 

1952 

20 

Common  Raven 

8 

6 

13 

1 

9 

3 

13 

1 

9 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

1415 

1387 

1785 

1193 

10 

1354 

1785 

931 

20 

Tufted  Titmouse 

128 

69 

128 

27 

10 

46 

128 

3 

20 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

70 

48 1 

78 

25 

10 

37 

78 

15 

20 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

215 

213 

309 

142 

10 

216 

313 

142 

20 

Brown  Creeper 

82 

74 

166 

26 

10 

79 

166 

23 

20 

Carolina  Wren 

3 

10 

21 

2 

10 

5 

21 

1 

17 

Winter  Wren 

15 

13 

23l 

2 

10 

11 

23 

2 

20 

Marsh  Wren 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

408 

451 ' 

1805 

15 

10 

348 

1805 

15 

20 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

14 

17 

71 

5 

8 

24 

167 

2 

17 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

~o 

5 

1 

4 

Eastern  Bluebird 

101 

86 

109 

40 

10 

79 

127 

18 

20 

Veery 

0 

0 

0 

0 

J>\ 

1 

1 

1 

Hermit  Thrush 

10 

8 

15 

2 

10 

9, 

28 

2 

19 

American  Robin 

5661 

8450 

11771 

5661 

10 

8865 

13135 

5661 

20 

Gray  Catbird 

3 

2 

4 

1 

6 

3 

13 

1 

16 

Northern  Mockingbird 

20 

11 

20 

4 

10 

8 

20 

2 

20 

Brown  Thrasher 

2 

1 

4 

1 

6 

14 

1 

15 

American  Pipit 

168 

169 

571 

2 

10 

163 

571 

2 

18 

Cedar  Waxwing 

162 

282 

688 

51 

10 

330 

1339 

35 

20 

Northern  Shhke 

1 

3 

1 

5 

1 

4“ 

1 

7 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

6 

European  Starling 

11149 

16572 

23694 

9481 

10 

14843 

23694 

9481 

20 

VI  REOS  —  HOUSI 

E  S  P  / 

V  R  R  O 

W  S 

j 

Solitary  Vireo 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

27 

15 

35 

1 

10 

14 

41 

1 

20 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

1 

Pine  Warbler 

0 

3 

3 

1 

0 

3 

1 

3 

Palm  Warbler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Louisana  Waterthrush 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1  3 

Scarlet  Tanager 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

1 

Northern  Cardinal 

641 

603 

731 

489 

10 

604 

949 

395 

20 

Eastern  Towhee 

10 

10 

23 

1 

9 

16 

52 

1 

19 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

102 

333 

722 

102 

10 

309 

907 

84 

20 

Chipping  Sparrow 

50 

59 

129 

18 

10 

55 

136 

10 

20 

Field  Sparrow 

29 

22 

45 

3 

10 

43 

110 

3 

20 

Vesper  Sparrow 

10 

10 

22 

1 

10 

27 

226 

1 

20 

Savannah  Sparrow 

16 

37 

113 

5 

10 

60 

189 

5 

20 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Fox  Sparrow 

30 

24 

46 

5 

10 

30 

165 

5 

20 

Song  Sparrow 

2005 

1841 

2340 

1311 

10 

2109 

3232 

1311 

lJL 
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April  Counts  Comparative  Data:  Current  Decade  and  1979-1998 


Decade:  1989-1998 

Rec 

20  Counts:  1979-1998 

Rec 

Species 

1 998  jj  Mean 

Max 

Min 

/10 

Mean 

Max 

Min 

120 

Swamp  Sparrow 

57 

39 

84 

11 

10 

49 

152 

10 

20 

White-throated  Sparrow 

79 

72 

176 

32 

10 

98 

265 

32 

20 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

10 

10 

19 

4 

10 

10 

27 

4 

20 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

2518 

2099 

2833 

1380 

10 

2279 

6286 

988 

20 

Lapland  LongspUr 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

20 

3 

2 

Snow  Bunting 

50 

500 

1 

2 

25 

500 

1 

2 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

6937 

11580 

23039 

6937 

10 

11935 

23039 

6937 

20 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

140 

169 

261 

115 

10 

233 

371 

115 

20 

Rusty  Blackbird 

330 

325 

770 

138 

10 

272 

770 

81  i 

20 

Brewer's  Blackbird 

1 

9 

9 

1 

1 

9 

1 

3 

Common  Grackle 

3546 

7559 

13779 

3546 

10 

9804 

16197 

3546 

20 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

730 

1688 

2669 

730 

10 

1731 

2669 

730 

20 

Pine  Grosbeak 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

4 

Purple  Finch 

137 

184 

265 

92 

10 

195 

354 

77 

20 

House  Finch 

756 

1712 

3454 

Z46 

10 

1270 

3454 

77  j 

20 

Red  Crossbill 

3 

12 

2 

4 

3 

12 

2 

8 

White-winged  Crossbill 

4 

0 

4 

4 

1 

0 

4 

1| 

3 

Common  Redpoll 

7 

63 

511 

1 

5 

58 

511 

1 

10 

Pine  Siskin 

9 

344 

3157 

2 

8 

253 

3157 

2 

15 

American  Goldfinch 

562 

777 

1530 

343 

10 

886 

1633 

343 

20 

Evening  Grosbeak 

441 

506 

1774 

7 

8 

851 

3277 

71 

18 

House  Sparrow 

1403 

1903 

2422 

1403 

10 

2400 

3738 

1403| 

20 

Total  Species 

136 

133 

141 

124 

132 

141 

iiST 

Total  Individuals 

160585 

202489 

260931 

123316 

192004 

260931 

123316 

Number  of  Observers 

269 

255 

276 

232 

189 

276 1 

Family  Groupings 

Loons  and  Grebes 

197 

348 

792 

50 

281 

792 

48 

Herons 

395 

400 

519 

227 

309 

519 

129 

Swans,  Geese  and  Ducks 

63238 

56421 

89165 

35621 

58956 

102774 

285491 

Dabblers 

51149 

41689 

73389 

14610 

44116 

77053 

14610 

Divers 

12014 

144751 

22180 

8920 

14709 

32118 

4953 

Diurnal  Raptors 

3402 

1424 

3835 

526 

1158 

3835 

524 

Game  and  Marsh  Birds 

596 

452 

670 

287 

440 

1122 

147 

Shorebirds 

494 

675 

994 

458 

811 

1909 

458 

Gulls  and  Terns 

39311 

72558 

117264 

30672 

58592 

117264 

13948 

Owls 

26 

32 

44 

24 

32 

44 

23 

Woodpeckers 

2941 

706 

943 

392 

844 

1798 

392 

Swallows 

505 

1677 

6877 

246 

1431 

6877 

36 

Tits 

2351 

2282 

3442 

1808 

2107 

3442 

1156 

Nuthatches  and  Creepers 

367 

335 

465 

220 

331 

467 

211 

Wrens 

18 

22 

38 

10 

17 

38 

3 

Kinglets 

423 

468 

1876 

15 

372 

1876 

15 

Thrushes 

5772 

8543 

11885 

5772 

8953 

13158 

5772 

Mimic  Thrushes 

25 

14 

25 

5 

15 

31 

5 

Warblers 

27 

15 

39 

1 

14 

43 

1 1 

Sparrows  and  Allies 

7555 

5207 

5908 

4117 

5716 

11558 

4117! 

Icterids 

11683 

21321 

33828 

11683 

23976 

36401 

11683 

Finches 

1916 

3590 

7961 

1543 

3516 

7961 

1543! 

Non-Passerines 

113104 

136390 

186524 

73971 

125383 

186524 

73971 • 

Passerines 

47481 

66099 

88413 

45483 

68589 

88413 

45483! 

67 
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GRIMSBY,  ONT.  HAWK  WATCHING  TRIP 

APRIL  18, 1998 

After  several  unlucky  years  (rainy)  we  hit  a  day  of  real  birding  pleasure  at  the  Beamer  Conservation  Area 
above  the  town  of  Grimsby,  Ontario,  30  miles  to  the  west.  The  eight  persons  on  the  trip  enjoyed  a  sunny,  520 
day  and  good  birding.  Rain  the  preceding  two  days  probably  had  backed  up  the  hawks.  So  it  was  one  of  the  best 
Beamer  trips  since  I  began  leading  it  20  years  ago. 

Hawks  were  scarce  in  the  morning  so  we  walked  the  woods  to  the  point,  picking  up  2  White-breasted 
Nuthatches  on  nest  and  2  Brown  Creepers.  Spring  flowers  included  Trillium,  Spring  Beauty  and  Trout  Lily.  At 
the  feeder  were  a  half-dozen  species  including  Fox  Sparrow,  and  nearby  was  a  Brown  Thrasher. 

With  hawks  still  scarce,  Canadian  friend  Gerry  Guild  sketched  us  a  good  birding  route  going  10  miles  west 
on  Escarpment  Drive  to  10  Concession  Road.  Turning  south  we  quickly  had  close  up  views  of  two  Bluebirds 
and  a  Mockingbird.  At  the  railroad  tracks  the  two  Upland  Sandpipers,  which  Gerry  had  seen  and  heard  at  10:00 
am  in  the  green  grass  SW  of  the  tracks,  were  lying  low  and  eluded  us  (they  also  hide  in  the  brown  grass  NE  of 
the  tracks).  Continuing  south  past  the  field  of  model  airplanes  in  flight,  we  turned  left  and  saw  three  Hooded 
Mergansers  on  a  quarry  pond.  Another  left  turn  put  us  on  Concession  1 1  Road,  and  before  we  reached  the 
tracks  we  located  the  Great  Homed  Owl  on  nest,  about  200  yards  to  the  west. 

At  1:00  p.m.  we  returned  to  Beamer  to  find  the  hawk  flight  had  begun.  Broadwings  came  over  not  only  at 
treetop  level  but  also  higher  in  kettles  of  20  or  30.  Interspersed  were  many  Sharp-shins  and  Turkey  Vultures.  In 
the  first  hour  60  Broadwings  came  over,  and  between  2:00  and  3:00  p.m.  DST,  80  came  over.  Not  huge 
numbers  but  great  views,  and  at  2:55  p.m.  a  Bald  Eagle  soared  overhead. 

The  official  tally  at  3:00  p.m.  DST  was:  Turkey  Vulture  30,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  58,  Broad-winged  Hawk 
147,  Cooper's  Hawk  4,  Bald  Eagle  1,  N.  Hamer  4,  Kestrel  1,  Red-tailed  Hawk  24,  Rough-legged  Hawk  1, 
Merlin  1,  Osprey  3,  Loon  2. 

Bill  Burch 

Peregrine  Falcon  Nesting  Update,  June  10,  1998 

The  Buffalo  peregrines  have  four  chicks  hatched.  The  hatching  dates  were  May  19-22.  The  birds  will  fly  in 
40-42  days.  The  female  spends  much  of  the  time  out  on  the  perch.  As  the  chicks  become  more  active  they  may 
be  visible  from  Franklin  Street.  DEC  biologist  Mark  Kandel  has  watched  them  by  scope  from  the  23rd  floor  of 
the  distant  Rand  Building  (you  can  too).  The  chicks  were  banded  June  10  at  the  age  of  three  weeks:  2  males  and 
2  females.  He  nest  box  is  at  a  round  window  at  the  top  of  the  Statler  Towers,  on  the  east  side.  There  may  be  a 
call  for  volunteers  to  watch  the  birds  as  they  become  more  active. 

The  pair  at  Niagara  Falls  likewise  has  three  chicks,  one  chick  hatched  early  in  the  morning  on  May  26,  anc 
two  early  on  May  27.  The  female  is  not  “our”  Toledo  falcon.  She  was  released  from  London,  Ontario  with  th* 
given  name  of  Amelia  Earhart.  She  is  two  years  old,  hatched  June  10,  1996.  The  female  selected  the  nesting  site 
on  a  gorge  ledge  near  the  Victoria  Restaurant.  This  is  one  of  the  few  natural  sites  taken  by  recent  peregrines,  al 
the  others  choosing  tall  buildings.  Watchers  get  a  fabulous  view  of  the  adults  feeding  the  chicks  50  yards  away 
as  well  as  the  adults  wheeling  overhead  in  pursuit  of  birds.  Three  of  the  prey  had  the  size  and  appearance  o 
Rough-winged  Swallows,  abundant  there.  The  Canadians  are  proud  of  the  falcons  and  are  taking  good  care  o 
them.  They  installed  200  feet  of  chain  link  fence  to  keep  the  curious  from  leaning  over  the  rail  above  the  nesl 
Banding  will  be  done  soon,  despite  some  objection  against  it. 

Bill  Burch 
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Addition  of  Red-throated  Loons  To  January  Waterfowl  Count 

The  three  Red-throated  Loons  observed  by  Peter  Yoerg  were  inadvertently  left  out  of  the  published  results 
of  the  1998  waterfowl  count  by  the  compiler.  Yoerg  saw  these  at  Olcott  on  Lake  Ontario  (Area  A)  on  January 
18,  the  last  day  of  the  count.  This  species  is  rarely  seen  on  the  count;  records  show  one  each  in  1960  and  in 
1 994,  so  it  is  good  to  have  this  latest  sighting  included. 

Bill  Burch,  Compiler 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Notes  With  Sadness  The  Passing  of: 

Wavel  H.  Barber 

An  Associate  Member  Since  1971 
An  Active  Member  Since  1976 
A  Citation  Member  Since  1989 
B.O.S.  President  1982-1984 

Please  Welcome  the  Following  New  Associate  Member: 

Kathy  DiVito 
436  Porter  Avenue 
Buffalo,  NY  14201 
Tel:  885-9390 

Please  Welcome  the  Following  New  Active  Members: 

Thomas  and  Susan  O’Donnell 

Please  Note  the  Following  Address  Changes: 

Marcy  Foster  &  Drew  Campbell 
890  Klein  Road 
Amherst,  NY  14221 

George  Letchworth 
361  Oriole  Road 
Brevard,  NC  28712-9790 
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BOS  MEETINGS 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact 

Michael  Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 

July  5:  Sunday.  Butterfly  Census.  Compiler:  Dave  Cooper  (284-4118).  Note:  Dave  offers  some  training 

in  butterfly  identification. 

July  19:  Sunday  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti. 

Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783).  (If  you  wish  to  meet  on  the  Canadian  side,  contact  the 
leader.) 

Aug.  23:  Sunday  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti. 

Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783).  (If  you  wish  to  meet  on  the  Canadian  side,  contact  the 
leader.) 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Lynne  Landon,  139  Jackson  Street,  Youngstown,  NY  14174. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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FEDERATION  OF 


Organized  1947 

Fellow  Birder, 


NEW  YORK  STATE 
BIRD  CLUBS,  INC. 


Remember  when  you  were  a  “rookie”  birder,  and  someone  helped  you.  They  gave  you 
advice  on  optics,  books,  clubs,  where  to  go,  and  answered  all  your  questions  with  patience 
and  good  humor.  They  may  even  have  hauled  you  around  to  the  best  spots  and  let  you 
look  through  their  scope.  Wasn’t  this  one  of  the  main  reasons  for  staying  with  birding  - 
the  quality  of  the  people  you  met. 

Maybe  you  were  a  kid  when  it  happened.  No  money  for  really  good  optics,  no  library  of 
books  and  magazines,  no  car  to  get  around.  But,  your  mentor  made  sure  you  got  some 
help.  You  were  encouraged  !  Someone  cared  enough  to  put  you  in  touch  with  other 
birders,  maybe  even  a  bird  club.  Maybe  you  got  the  loan  of  books,  magazines,  or  journals. 
Perhaps  the  most  important  thing  you  learned  was  that  other  people  watched  birds,  and 
that  you  were  welcomed  in  their  midst. 

Would  you  encourage  a  young  person  ?  Would  you  like  to  pay  back  ? 

The  Federation,  as  an  organization,  has  been  encouraging  students,  high  school  and 
college,  through  the  Lillian  C.  Stoner  Fund  to  attend  the  Annual  Meeting.  Each  year,  a 
committee,  capably  led  by  John  Confer  of  Ithaca  College,  solicits  nominations  and  selects 
a  student  to  receive  the  Lillian  C.  Stoner  Award  at  the  Annual  Meeting.  The  Fund  is  only 
capable  of  awarding  a  stipend  of  $100.  This  is  woefully  inadequate  in  1998  dollars  !  A 
student  simply  cannot  afford  the  trip,  and  John  has  had  to  do  some  serious  bush-beating  to 
get  only  one  nominee  the  past  several  years. 

Therefore,  the  Federation  is  mounting  a  drive  to  build  the  fund  to  a  level  that  will  enable 
us  to  make  a  credible  award  meant  to  provide  serious  encouragement  to  a  worthy  student. 
Your  Board  of  Directors  has  decided  to  dedicate  $5,000  of  existing  resources  to  the 
Stoner  Fund,  and  we  have  set  the  goal  of  at  least  matching  this  with  new  donations. 


You  can  help,  right  now.  Make  out  your  check  to  “FNYSBC-  Stoner  Fund”  and  send  it 
with  the  coupon  below  to  ;  Bema  Lincoln,  Treasurer,  FNYSBC 

P.O.  Box  296 
Somers,  New  York  10589 

Thanks  for  your  help. 

Bob  Budliger,  Past  President 
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THE  MONTH:  May,  1998 

On  average.  May  was  pleasantly  spring-like  although  the  month  began  with  eleven  days  of  cloudy, 
humid  and  wet  weather  as  a  series  of  weak  low  pressure  systems  from  the  Midwest  and  the  Atlantic  Coast 
dominated  the  region's  atmospheric  patterns.  On  May  12th,  a  ndge  of  high  pressure  from  the  Canadian 
Maritimes  began  building  and  strengthening  across  Western  New  York;  it  was  followed  by  strong  high  pressure 
systems  from  the  Ohio  Valley  and  Central  Canada  bringing  the  Niagara  Frontier  almost  continuous  warm,  dry 
and  sunny  weather  until  May  30th.  The  high  temperature  for  the  month  at  Buffalo,  86°(F)  was  recorded  on  the 
16th.  The  idyll  ended  abruptly  during  the  early  morning  hours  of  May  31st  when  a  trough  of  low-pressure  with 
warm  moist  air  from  the  upper  Great  Lakes  collided  with  a  large  mass  of  cold  air  from  Northern  Canada  and 
triggered  a  series  of  violent  upper  atmosphere  disturbances;  it  caused  the  most  widespread  outbreak  of  severe 
weather  in  the  northeastern  and  Midwestern  sections  of  the  continent  in  recent  years.  In  our  region  on  that  date, 
a  series  of  violent  thunderstorms  crossed  the  Niagara  Peninsula  and  Western  New  York  in  three  successive 
waves  with  torrential  rain,  high  winds  with  gusts  up  to  65  mph  and  lightning  strikes  uprooting  or  blowing  down 
trees  destroying  or  damaging  buildings  and  bringing  down  power  lines  leaving  many  communities  without 
electricity  A  tornado  touched  the  ground  in  the  Town  of  Portland  in  Chautauqua  County  and  a  funnel  cloud 
was  reported  in  the  Town  of  Angelica  in  Allegany  County.  As  many  as  18  tornadoes  were  reported  m  Central 
New  York.  Before  the  onset  of  this  unpleasant  aberration,  there  was  some  impressive  meteorological  data:  with 
the  long  period  of  sunny,  virtually  rain-free  weather  at  mid-month  and  beyond,  27  of  the  31  days  in  May 
recorded  above  average  temperatures;  it  was  the  sixth  consecutive  month  of  higher  than  normal  temperatures. 
(Fide-  Buffalo  News),  The  average  temperature  for  May  was  62.8°(F),  6.2  degrees  higher  than  normal, 
precipitation  measured  3.73  inches  including  a  1.17  inch  rainfall  on  the  31st,  0.59  inches  above  normal;  58%  of 
possible  sunshine  was  recorded,  one  percent  above  normal.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater 

Buffalo-Niagara  International  Airport.) 

Winging  It,  the  newsletter  of  the  American  Birding  Association,  in  commenting  on  its  members  assessment 
of  the  spring  p’asserine  migration  this  year,  describes  it  as  “widely  remarked  on  as  being  slow  to  develop,  spotty 
and  lasting  later  into  the  season  than  usual.”  Locally,  field  observers  concerns  were  mainly  with  the  low 
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numbers  of  birds  encountered  in  May,  the  peak  month  for  migration  in  the  bird-watcher’s  year.  Save  for  Betsy 
Potter  and  Mike  Turisk’s  tally  of  21  species  of  warblers  in  the  Village  of  Wilson  Cemetery  near  the  Lake 
Ontario  shore  in  Niagara  County  on  May  14th,  there  were  no  reports  of  sizeable  “drop-downs”  either  to  “Dial-a- 
Bird”  or  to  the  compiler  of  records,  of  passerine  migrants  this  month.  Two  major  hypotheses  have  emerged 
from  the  discussion  as  to  the  reason  for  the  decline  in  numbers  this  spring.  The  first  posits  a  disastrous  mortality 
rate  for  the  migrants  during  the  spring  of  1997,  the  coldest  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  in  30  years  with  its  negative 
effect  on  the  emergence  of  insects  and  other  invertebrates  as  well  as  early  vegetation  so  vital  to  the  sustenance 
of  birds  in  passage  (see  Prothonotary ,  Volume  63:6,  June  1997,  pp.  64  &  65).  The  second  cites  the 
exceptionally  long  period  of  pleasant  weather  in  May  with  virtually  no  climatic  disturbances  and  the  “fly-over 
effect”  which  facilitates  the  passage  of  birds  that  migrate  at  night  when  clear  skies  permit  celestial  -navigation 
and  consequently  fewer  migrants  in  territorial  habitats. 

While  the  paucity  of  migrants  this  spring  may  give  cause  for  concern,  in  other  aspects  May  was  a  banner 
month  for  interesting  field  observations.  On  the  morning  of  May  13th,  BOS  member  Jan  O’Connell  saw  a  lone 
water  bird  on  “Lake  LaSalle”,  a  large  artificial  body  of  water  on  the  State  University  or  New  York  of  New  York 
campus  in  the  Town  of  Amherst.  Upon  closer  observation  (50  foot  distance)  with  binoculars,  O’Connell  was 
surprised  to  find  that  the  bird  which  she  had  tentatively  identified  from  a  distance  as  a  Homed  Grebe  was  in  fact 
an  Eared  Grebe  in  changing  plumage,  confirming  her  identification  by  the  bird’s  red  eyes  flanked  with  pale 
yellow  feathered  “ears”  and  uniformly  dark  plumage.  It  is  the  third  verified  record  of  this  species  in  our  study 
area,  within  the  last  nine  months,  two  birds  being  in  residence  in  the  lagoons  of  the  Batavia  Waste  Water 
Treatment  Facility  in  Genesee  County  from  the  end  of  August  until  early  November,  1997  (see  Prothonotary , 
vol.  63:9,  1997,  pp.  106-107).  On  May  25th,  Dick  and  Dorothy  Rosche  were  driving  on  a  rural  road  in  the  Town 
of  Wethersfield  in  Wyoming  County  when  they  were  surprised  to  see  a  large  raptor  flying  low  over  the  road 
towards  their  vehicle.  The  bird,  described  by  Rosche  as  “Red-tailed  Hawk  size”,  flew  over  the  car  and,  seeming 
to  take  a  definite  interest  in  their  presence,  circled  over  the  observers  several  times  allowing  them  to  note  a 
diagnostic  well-marked  eye-line,  prominent  white  under-tail  coverts  and  blue-gray  back  and  wings  identifying  it 
as  an  adult  Northern  Goshawk,  Two  days  later  while  driving  on  this  road,  the  Rosches  saw  a  large  hawk  of 
similar  dimensions  perched  high  in  a  tree  south  of  their  vehicle.  Upon  examination  with  a  20x  Balscope,  they 
noted  the  same  field  marks  as  the  first  bird  although  with  brownish  streaking  on  the  breast.  It  eventually  flew 
into  an  nearby  woodlot,  clutching  unidentified  prey  in  its  talons.  The  Rosches  were  unable  to  locate  a  nest  in 
the  woodlot  but  speculate  that  these  birds  may  be  a  mated  pair.(see  Prothonotary ,  Volume  63:7,  1997,  pg.  83). 
There  were  three  reports  of  Lawrence’s  Warbler  sightings  in  May.  In  contrast  to  its  congener,  the  Brewster’s 
Warbler  which  is  the  dominant  hybrid  of  a  Golden- winged  x  Blue-winged  warbler  pairing,  Lawrence’s  Warbler, 
the  recessive  hybrid  of  such  a  mating,  was  hitherto  very  rarely  reported  in  our  study  area.  However,  since  1993, 
at  least  one  record  of  the  Lawrence’s  phenotype  has  been  received  each  year,  most  concerning  the  celebrated 
bird  at  Crick’s  Run  Meadow  at  the  western  boundary  of  AJlegany  Park  in  the  Town  of  Elko  in  Cattaraugus 
County  (see  Prothonotary  Vol.  63:6r  1991,  pg.  66)  On  May  16th,  Alan  and  Frank  Backiewicz  observed  a 
Lawrence’s  Warbler  perched  in  a  tree  on  the  Bank  Road  in  the  State  Carlton  Hill  Multiple  Use  Area  ire  the 
Town  of  Middlebuiy  in  Wyoming  County.  The  bird  was  observed  in  full  song  described  as  the  “buzzy  two-note 
call  of  a  Blue-winged  Warbler”  but  its  diagnostic  black  throat  patch  and  eye  mask,  both  unmistakable  field 
marks,  identified  it  as  an  adult  male  Lawrence’s  Warbler.  It  was  a  second  record  for  this  species  for  Alan 
Backiewicz.  During  the  Society’s  May  Bird  Count,  Karen  and  Jim  Landau  were  searching  for  birds  on  a  dirt 
trail  off  of  the  County  Line  Road  in  the  Town  of  Farmersville  in  Cattaraugus  County  when  they  were  attracted 
by  “beee-buzzz”  call  of  a  Blue-winged  Warbler;  they  were  surprised  to  see  that  the  singer,  while  having  the 
basic  plumage  of  an  adult  male  Blue-wing,  had  the  thick  black  “eye  mask”  and  black  throat  patch  identifying  it 
as  an  adult  male  Lawrence’s  Warbler,  a  life  bird  for  both  observers.  On  May  26th,  also  in  the  Town  of 
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Farmersville,  Bruce  Chilton  found  an  adult  male  Lawrence’s  Warbler  in  a  hedgerow  bordering  a  dirt  road  in  the 
Farmersville  State  Forest  on  the  County  Line  Road  when  he  was  attracted  to  the  bird  by  the  “seeez-bzzzz”  song 
of  a  Blue-winged  Warbler,  Chilton,  who  immediately  identified  the  warbler  by  its  black  throat  patch  and  mask, 
had  seen  this  species  on  several  previous  occasions. 

Point  Gratiot  is  a  heavily  wooded  promontory  on  Lake  Erie  in  the  City  of  Dunkirk  in  Chautauqua  County 
and  an  attractive  landfall  to  migrating  passerines  during  their  spring  passage  along  that  shoreline.  Bill  Watson’s 
visit  to  this  “Birder’s  hot  spot”  on  May  26th  paid  an  extra  dividend  with  his  discovery  of  a  Summer  Tanager. 
He  found  the  bird  in  a  deciduous  woods  in  the  company  of  Scarlet  Tanagers  from  whom  it  differed  noticeably 
in  wing  coloration  and  while  the  head,  breast  and  upper  half  of  the  belly  were  area,  it  was  diffused  with  yellow; 
the  lower  half  of  the  belly  and  undertail  coverts  were  yellow,  all  field  marks  of  a  first  year  Summer  Tanager 
and  for  Watson,  a  second  record  of  this  rare  spring  and  summer  vagrant  (or,  in  the  latest  buzz-word  in  the  bird¬ 
watcher's  lexicon  “overshoot”).  Earlier,  on  May  2nd,  Dave  Junkin  reported  another  rare  vagrant,  a  Yellow¬ 
headed  Blackbird.  The  bird  was  in  a  mixed  flock  of  Red-winged  Blackbirds,  Common  Grackles  and  Brown¬ 
headed  Cowbirds  at  a  feeding  station  at  the  Beaver  Meadow  Nature  Center  in  Java  Township  in  Wyoming 
County.  While  the  signature  yellow  head  and  white  wing  patch  were  visible,  the  back,  tail  and  belly  of  this  bird 
were  uniformly  brown,  indicative  of  a  second  year  male.  It  is  only  the  third  verified  occurrence  of  this  bird  in 
our  study  area  since  1990. 


Joseph  Thill 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Common  Loon 

66 

Homed  Grebe 

Red-necked  Grebe 

66 

*Eared  Grebe 

D. -crested  Cormorant 

66 

66 

Great  Egret 


May  Number 

2 
2 
1 
7 
3 
1 

17 

116+16  nests 
209 
1;1 
l 


Location 

Attica  Reservoir 
Rock  Point  P.P. 
Niagara  Falls 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Lake  LaSalle,  U.B. 
Colden  Twp. 

Reef  Lighthouse 
Buckhom  Island  S.P. 
Tifft  N.P. 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 


Observer 

Morgante 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 
Morgante  et  al 
D'Anna,  Potter 
D'Anna,  Potter 
O’Connell 
Wojewodzki 
Watson 
Watson 

Turisk;  Watson 
Hess 


9 

24 

16 

3 

7L 

U3 

7 

24 

26 

1;18 

3-34 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Great  Egret 

6,9,23 

10,9,7 

Motor  Island,  Niag.  Riv. 

Watson 

44 

15;20 

2;1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante,  Chilton 

44 

22 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Jones 

Tundra  Swan 

16,22L 

3,1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante,  Watson 

Green- winged  Teal 

25 

1  ad +5  yg 

Batavia  WWTP 

McKinney 

Canvasback 

5 

1 

Buckhom  Island  S.P. 

•Watson 

44 

16L 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante  et  al 

Redhead 

10,16 

3,1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante  et  al 

Ring-necked  Duck 

14 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

16 

2 

Batavia  W.W.T.P. 

Morgante  et  al 

Greater  Scaup 

9 

1 

Batavia  W.W.T.P. 

Morgante 

44 

27 

2 

Lakeside  Beach  S.P. 

Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

9,24 

14;5 

Batavia  W.W.T.P. 

Watson;  Seamans 

Oldsquaw 

16 

1 

Batavia  W.W.T.P. 

Morgante  et  al 

Red-br.  Merganser 

24 

8 

Batavia  W.W.T.P. 

Seamans 

Common  Merganser 

16 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante  et  al 

Ruddy  Duck 

6,16 

1 1  ;6 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Wojewodzki;  Morgante 

44 

9,24 

30;8 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson;  Seamans 

44 

14 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Osprey 

1-31 

2  at  nest 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

many  observers 

44 

10 

3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

44 

11,15 

u 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

20 

1 

Clarence  Twp. 

Davis 

44 

29 

2 

Allegany  S,P. 

Jones 

Bald  Eagle 

9,13 

1  ad.,  1  imm. 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna;  Watson 

44 

9 

2  ad.,  2  yg. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

10 

2  imm. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

44 

22 

1  imm. 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

44 

30 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Bauer 

Northern  Goshawk 

25,27 

U 

Wethersfield  Twp. 

R&  D  Rosche 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

4 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Bauer 

Peregrine  Falcon 

16 

1  at  nest 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Morgante 

Virginia  Rail 

19 

2 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante,  Fuhrmann,  Comer 

*Black-bellied  Plover 

3F 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna 

44 

5,16 

1,4 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Chilton;  Morgante 

*Amer.  Golden-Plover 

3 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna 

*Semipalmated  Plover  6F,22,29 

3,14,3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Wojewodzki,  Watson,  Yoerg 

44 

9 

5 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

27 

6 

Gainesville  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

27 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

27 

1 

Grabell  Pt.,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

5 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Morgante 

44 

9 

4 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

9 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

74 


Vol.  64,  No.  6 


Name  of  Bird 

Mav 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

9 

2 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson 

*Upland  Sandpiper 

9F 

1 

Hartland  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

10 

5 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Davis 

*  Ruddy  Turnstone 

10F,27 

1,8 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

24 

24 

Morgan’s  Pt.,  Ont. 

Watson,  Byron  (BOS) 

44 

24 

3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

44 

27 

5 

Rathfon  Pt.,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

*Sanderling 

27F 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg 

44 

27F 

2 

Grabell  Pt.,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

*  Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

15F 

3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

44 

27 

2 

Yates  Twp. 

Watson 

Least  Sandpiper 

3 

5 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

9,27 

45;2 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna;  Watson 

44 

10 

29 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

*White-r.  Sandpiper 

15F, 16 

1,1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante  et  al 

44 

24 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

3 

15 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Purple  Sandpiper 

12 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

Dunlin 

3,22 

45;56 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna;Watson 

44 

24 

57 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

44 

24 

10 

Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

*Short-b.  Dowitcher 

15F 

3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

44 

24 

1 

Windmill  Pt.,  Ont. 

Watson,  Byron  (BOS) 

“  24 

1  Batavia  WWTP 

Seamans 

Dowitcher  species 

10 

4 

Smithville,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Caspian  Tern 

1 

19 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

44 

6 

5 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

*Black  Tern 

3F,6 

l;2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Yoerg;  Woj  ewodzki 

44 

9,24 

i;i 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante;  Seamans 

*Black-billed  Cuckoo 

12F 

l 

Colden  Twp. 

Woj  ewodzki 

44 

13 

l 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

13 

l 

Cheektowaga  Twp. 

Bauer 

*  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  16F,20 

U 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante,  Chilton 

44 

24 

2 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Roberson 

44 

26 

1 

Farmersville  Twp. 

Chilton 

*Common  Nighthawk 

14F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

44 

15 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

S&T  O’Donnell 

*Whip-poor-will 

6F 

2 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

*Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 

7F 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

Woj  ewodzki 

44 

8 

1 

Eden  Valley  (f) 

Andrle 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

8 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Potter 

44 

11-31 

2  at  nest 

Evangola  S.P. 

Forbes 

44 

25 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

26 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

27 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  S.P. 

Watson 

*Eastem  Wood-Pewee 

12F 

1 

Tiffi  N.P. 

Klick 

44 

14 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

Potter,  Turisk 

*Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

21F 

1 

Evangola  S.P. 

Forbes 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

22 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

23 

4 

Hunter’s  Creek  Park 

Davis,  Skalicky 

Alder  Flycatcher 

24 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

24 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Roberson 

*Willow  Flycatcher 

15F 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Turisk,  Andrle 

44 

16 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante  et  al 

*Least  Flycatcher 

5F 

1 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

7 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

*Gr.  Cr.  Flycatcher 

3F 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

6 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

*Eastem  Kingbird 

IF 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew 

44 

5 

1 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

White-eyed  Vireo 

3-24 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante,many  observers 

*Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

5F 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Chilton 

44 

10 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

*  Warbling  Vireo 

3F 

2 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

5 

2 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

*Philadelphia  Vireo 

12F 

1 

Tiffi  N.P. 

Klick 

*Red-eyed  Vireo 

5F 

1 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

7 

1 

Tiffi  N.P. 

Watson 

*Cliff  Swallow 

9F 

3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Carolina  Wren 

1-31 

2 

East  Aurora 

R&D  Rosche 

44 

10 

3 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

24 

1 

Folsomdale 

R&D  Rosche 

44 

26 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

29 

1 

Williamsville 

Yoerg 

Winter  Wren 

25 

1 

Wethersfield  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

22 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

27 

2 

Centerville  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche 

*Veery 

7F 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Potter 

44 

9 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

*Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

19F 

2 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

*Swainson’s  Thrush 

5F 

2 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

44 

13 

1 

Tiffi  N.P. 

D’Anna 

44 

13 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

44 

31 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Jones 

*Wood  Thrush 

IF 

1 

Eden  Valley  (f) 

Andrle 

44 

2 

2 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Morgante,  Skalicky 

44 

2 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

American  Pipit 

1 

15 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mav 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

American  Pipit 

16 

8 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

66 

21,24L 

7,1 

Alabama  Twp. 

Kehlenbeck 

*Blue-winged  Warbler 

3F 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  N.  C. 

Yoerg 

66 

6 

2 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

66 

15 

10 

Tona wanda  Ind.  Res. 

Morgante 

*Golden-wing.  Warbler 

10F 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Davis 

66 

13 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

66 

14 

2 

Wilson  Twp. 

Potter,  Turisk 

66 

16 

2 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Morgante  et  al 

’“’’Brewster’s  Warbler” 

9F 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

66 

21 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

Landau 

66 

24 

1 

Dale  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche 

*”Lawrence’s  Warbler” 

16 

1 

Carlton  Hill  M.U.A. 

Baczkiewicz  et  al 

64 

26 

1 

Farmersville  Twp. 

Chilton 

*Tennessee  Warbler 

10F 

1 

Eden  Valley  (f) 

Andrle 

66 

13 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Chilton 

66 

13 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

66 

14 

7 

Wilson  &  Porter 

Potter,  Turisk 

Nashville  Warbler 

31 

2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

*Northem  Parula 

10F 

4 

Buffalo 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

66 

13 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Potter 

66 

13 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna 

66 

26 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Watson 

*Yellow  Warbler 

2F 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

66 

3 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

66 

3 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

*Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

7F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

66 

10 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

*Magnolia  Warbler 

10F 

1 

Goat  Island 

T.  O’Donnell 

66 

13 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Potter 

*Cape  May  Warbler 

13F 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Chilton 

*Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

6F 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

66 

7 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

*Blackbumian  Warbler 

6F 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Wojewodzki 

66 

10 

1 

Hunter’s  Creek  Park 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Pine  Warbler 

1 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Watson 

66 

3 

1 

Emery  Park 

Davis,  Skalicky 

Prairie  Warbler 

21 

1 

Colden  Twp. 

Landau 

66 

30,31 

1,1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

*Bay-breasted  Warbler 

14F 

6 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Chilton 

66 

14F 

10 

Wilson  &  Porter 

Potter,  Turisk 

*Blackpoll  Warbler 

14F 

2 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

66 

14F 

3 

Wilson  &  Porter 

Potter,  Turisk 

66 

15 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
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Name  of  Bird 

*Cerulean  Warbler 

tt 

*  American  Redstart 
*Prothonotary  Warbler 

tt 

*Ovenbird 

tt 

Northern  Waterthrush 
Louisiana  Waterthrush 

tt 

*Mouming  Warbler 

tt 

tt 

*Common  Yellowthroat 

tt 

*Hooded  Warbler 

tt 

*  Wilson’s  Warbler 

tt 

*Canada  Warbler 

tt 

*  Summer  Tanager 

*  Scarlet  Tanager 

tt 

Eastern  Towhee 
Vesper  Sparrow 

tt 

tt 

*Grasshopper  Sparrow 

tt 

tt 

*Henslow’s  Sparrow 
^Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

tt 

*Rose-br.  Grosbeak 


*Indigo  Bunting 

tt 

*Bobolink 

tt 

*Yellow-h.  Blackbird 

Rusty  Blackbird 


May 

Number 

6F,20 

l;6 

20 

6 

7F 

1 

22F 

1 

28 

2 

IF 

1 

3 

1 

5 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

14F 

1 

14F 

1 

15 

1 

3 

1 

3 

3 

IF 

1 

7 

1 

14F 

2 

16 

1 

15F 

1 

15F 

1 

26 

1 

6F 

2 

13 

2 

9 

12 

9 

1 

29 

1 

31 

1 

9F,31 

2;2 

10 

2 

29 

2 

9F,31 

3;3 

2F 

1 

3 

1 

IF 

4 

4 

1 

13 

16 

6F 

1 

15 

1 

3F,7 

2;6 

9 

12 

2 

1 

20 

1 

23L 

1 

Location 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 
Point  Gratiot 
Hunter’s  Creek  Park 
Lancaster  Twp. 
Hunter’s  Creek 
Ward  Twp. 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Somerset  Twp. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Point  Gratiot 
Tifft  N.P. 

Wilson  Twp. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Point  Gratiot 
Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 
Tifft  N.P. 

Carlton  Hill  M.U.A. 
Middlebury  Twp. 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Carlton  Hill  M.U.A. 
Carlton  Hill  M.U.A. 
Tillman  W.M.A. 
Clarence  Twp. 
Carlton  Hill  M.U.A. 
Tifft  N.P. 

Hunter’s  Creek 
Wales  Twp.  (f) 
Colden  Twp. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Eden  Valley  (f) 
Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 
Wales  Twp. 

Carlton  Hill  M.U.A. 
Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 
Tifft  N.P. 

Tifft  N.P. 


Observer 

Wojewodzki;Chilton 

Chilton 

Watson 

Jones 

Chilton 

Watson 

Morgante 

Morgante 

Morgante 

Brooks 

Morgante 

Davis 

D’Anna,  Potter 
Watson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Watson 

Watson 

Potter,  Turisk 

Wojewodzki 

D’Anna 

Turisk,  Humann 

Watson 

Andrle 

D’Anna 

Morgante 

Morgante 

Yoerg 

Yoerg 

Morgante;  Yoerg 

Davis 

Yoerg 

Morgante;  Yoerg 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Morgante 

O.  Rosche 

Wojewodzki 

D’Anna 

Andrle 

Morgante 

Davis;  O.  Rosche 

Morgante 

Junkin 

Yoerg 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mav 

Number 

♦Orchard  Oriole 

15 

1 

66 

15 

1 

66 

16 

1 

66 

18 

1 

♦Baltimore  Oriole 

5F 

1 

66 

6 

1 

66 

6 

1 

Red  Crossbill 

1-16 

1  lmax. 

White  Crossbill 

16 

1 

66 

24 

6 

Common  Redpoll 

3L 

1 

Pine  Siskin 

1-22 

18  max. 

66 

3 

2 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-12 

20  max. 

66 

1-31 

3  max. 

66 

3 

10 

66 

9 

4 

66 

14 

1 

Location 

Observer 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Tifft  N.P. 

Turisk 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Colden  Twp. 

Wojewodzki 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Colden  (f) 

Wojewodzki 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

West  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Colden  (f) 

Wojewodzki 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Colden  (f) 

Wojewodzki 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 

0.  Rosche 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Carlton  Hill  M.U.A. 

Morgante 

Williamsville  Glen 

Morgante 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 180 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  (incl.  May  count) . 69 

Total  for  year . 249 


Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  May  1998 

No  hotline  calls  in  May?  That  is  correct,  it  was  a  pretty  quiet  month  for  the  peak  of  migration.  There  were  a 
few  species  rare  enough  to  deserve  a  hotline  notice,  but  May  birds  also  tend  to  leave  as  quickly  as  they  are 
found.  One  day  rarities  reported  to  Dial-a-Bird  included  a  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  at  Beaver  Meadows  on 
May  2,  an  Eared  Grebe  at  Lake  LaSalle  on  the  University  at  Buffalo's  North  Campus  on  the  13th  and  a  Summer 
Tanager  at  Point  Gratiot  on  the  26th. 

There  were  no  reports  of  any  major  fallouts  of  migrants  during  the  month.  At  mid-May,  no  one  reported 
more  than  20  warbler  species  in  a  day  and  the  cumulative  warbler  count  at  this  time  was  only  25  species.  There 
were  the  local  favorites  reported  though,  Prothonotary  at  Oak  Orchard  and  "Lawrence's  Warbler"  at  two 
locations;  Bush  Hill  State  Forest  in  Cattaraugus  County  and  Carlton  Hill  in  Wyoming  County. 

In  the  southern  areas  of  the  region.  Pine  Siskin,  Red  Crossbill  and  Evening  Grosbeak  were  still  present  in 
the  early  weeks  of  the  month.  A  new  colony  of  Cliff  Swallows  was  also  reported  in  the  southern  tier,  57  nests 
under  the  Route  17  bridge  in  North  Harmony.  At  the  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area,  a  most 
cooperative  White-eyed  Vireo  was  frequently  reported  at  Meadville  and  Owen  Roads. 

David  F.  Suggs 
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The  62nd  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  May  Bird  Count 

DATE:  May  17,  1998  COMPILER:  Jim  Landau  WEATHER:  Terry  Yonker 


Weather  Synopsis 

Unseasonably  warm  weather  prevailed  in  the  southeastern  states,  Great  Lakes,  Atlantic  Coast 
and  New  England  during  the  week  prior  to  the  count.  Unseasonably  cold  weather  dominated  the 
Northwest  prompting  a  winter  storm  watch  in  the  northern  Rockies.  A  low  pressure  system  was 
gathering  steam  in  the  northern  plains  with  a  trailing  cold  front  to  the  southwest  and  an  arching 
warm  front  over  the  western  Great  Lakes  where  severe  thunderstorm  outbreaks  were  occurring. 
Southern  states  continued  to  be  bombarded  by  a  series  of  severe  weather  episodes  and  generally 
unsettled  weather.  A  slow  moving  cold  front  trailing  from  a  strong  low  pressure  area  located  over 
James  Bay  passed  through  the  count  area  during  the  early  morning  hours  of  the  count,  ending 
several  days  of  hot,  humid  weather,  moderate  south  to  southwest  winds,  and  strong 
thunderstorms  which  raked  much  of  the  area  on  Saturday  (May  16).  On  Sunday  high  pressure 
over  Indiana  was  the  dominant  weather  feature  on  the  map.  Sunny,  warm,  dry  and  breezy 
conditions  prevailed  during  most  of  the  count  day. 

Niagara  Falls  International  Airport 

Sunrise:  5:49  AM  Sunset:  8:33  PM 


TIME 

WEATHER 

TEMP. 

DEW  PT. 

HUMIDITY 

PRESSURE 

DIR/WIND  REMARKS 

6  AM 

Clear 

55 

54 

96 

30.01 

SSW  5  no  radar  echoes 

9  AM 

Clear 

66 

55 

68 

30.05 

W  6 

12  PM 

Clear 

73 

55 

53 

30.06 

WNW  8 

3  PM 

Partly  Cloudy 

79 

52 

39 

30.06 

WNW17 

6  PM 

Partly  Cloudy 

79 

45 

30 

30.04 

WNW  14 

Compilation 

The  following  is  a  list  of  species  seen  on  the  count  followed  by  the  total  number  observed.  Where 
a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  appear  in  parentheses. 
Boldface  names  indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verifications  were  received.  F  and  L 
represent  first  and  last  dates  for  the  spring  migration;  *  represents  first  record  for  the  year. 


LOONS  -  DUO 

K  S 

Great  Egret 

1 

(9) 

Green  Heron 

48 

Common  Loon 

•  15 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

26 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

10 

T  undra  Swan 

4 

(10.  13) 

Horned  Grebe 

1  (28) 

Canada  Goose 

3259 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

636 

Wood  Duck 

174 

Great  Blue  Heron 

209 

Mallard 

996 
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LOONS  - 

D  U  C 

K  S 

Common  Loon 

15 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

10 

Homed  Grebe 

1 

(28) 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

636 

Great  Blue  Heron 

209 

Great  Egret 

1 

(9) 

Green  Heron 

48 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

26 

Tundra  Swan 

4 

(10.  13) 

Canada  Goose 

3259 

Wood  Duck 

174 

Mallard 

996 

RAPTORS- 

-  R  A 

1  L  S 

Turkey  Vulture 

490 

Osprey 

11 

Bald  Eagle 

9 

Northern  Harrier 

16 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

21 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

12 

accipitor  species 

1 

(13) 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

20 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

10 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

197 

Rough-legged  Hawk  (20-)  L 

2 

(14.19) 

American  Kestrel 

65 

raptor  species 

1 

(D 

PLOVERS  - 

•  T  E 

R  N  S 

Black-bellied  Plover 

3 

(17) 

Semipalmated  Plover 

41 

Killdeer 

484 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

3 

(18,  20) 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

12 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

9 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

76 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

17 

(7) 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

2 

(13) 

Least  Sandpiper 

70 

Wh.-rumped  Sandpiper  (-16) 

1 

(7) 

Dunlin 

33 

DOVES  -  S  W 

ALL 

O  W  S 

Rock  Dove 

999 

Mourning  Dove 

1431 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

33 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

10 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

5 

Great  Horned  Owl 

5 

Barred  Owl 

8 

(21.  23,  28) 

Common  Nighthawk 

3 

(20,  23) 

Chimney  Swift 

171 

Blue-winged  Teal 

19 

Northern  Shoveler 

5 

(13) 

Gadwall 

4 

(10,  22) 

American  Wigeon 

3 

(8,  13) 

Redhead 

1 

(3) 

Ring-necked  Duck 

6 

(27) 

scaup  species 

1 

(13) 

Common  Goldeneye 

2 

(13,  20) 

Hooded  Merganser 

5 

Common  Merganser 

22 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

92 

Ruddy  Duck 

31 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

21 

Ruffed  Grouse 

26 

Wild  Turkey 

71 

Virginia  Rail 

2 

(18,  19) 

Sora 

1 

(18) 

Common  Moorhen 

7 

(5.  10) 

American  Coot 

12 

(5,  7,  10) 

Short-billed  Dowitcher  (-11) 

89 

(8,  13,  17) 

Common  Snipe 

5 

American  Woodcock 

19 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

1 

(D 

shorebird  species 

2 

(11) 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

62 

Ring-billed  Gull 

26381 

Herring  Gull 

6304 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

70 

Caspian  Tern 

4 

Common  Tem 

54 

Black  Tern 

17 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

78 

Acadian  Flycatcher  *  F 

5 

(20,  24) 

Alder  Flycatcher  (-14)  *  F 

5 

(19.23,  24) 

Willow  Flycatcher  (-14) 

19 

Least  Flycatcher 

71 

empidonax  species 

2 

(11.24) 

Eastern  Phoebe 

272 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

196 

Eastern  Kingbird 

35 

81 


Vol.  64,  No.  6 


Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

186 

Belted  Kingfisher 

73 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

13 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

52 

Yell  -bellied  Sapsucker 

63 

Downy  Woodpecker 

159 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

49 

Northern  Flicker 

164 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

29 

JAYS  -  ST 

A  R  L  1 

N  G  S 

Blue  Jay 

981 

American  Crow 

1920 

Common  Raven 

22 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

574 

Tufted  Titmouse 

80 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

39 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

123 

Brown  Creeper 

9 

Carolina  Wren 

7 

House  Wren 

369 

Winter  Wren 

4 

(18,  28) 

Marsh  Wren 

22 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

13 

VI  REOS  -  WARB 

L  E  R  S 

Solitary  Vireo 

26 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

9 

Warbling  Vireo 

167 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

2 

(13) 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

330 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

167 

“Brewster’s  Warbler" 

1 

(22) 

“Lawrence’s  Warbler” 

1 

(18) 

Golden-winged  Warbler 

2 

(3.  13) 

Tennessee  Warbler 

30 

Nashville  Warbler 

9 

Northern  Parula 

3 

(19,  28) 

Yellow  Warbler 

1710 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

164 

Magnolia  Warbler 

78 

Cape  May  Warbler 

3 

(20) 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

19 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

100 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler 

92 

T  A  N  A  G 

E  R  S  - 

FINCHES 


Scarlet  Tanager  112 

Northern  Cardinal  614 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  390 

Indigo  Bunting  202 

Eastern  Towhee  96 

Chipping  Sparrow  731 


Horned  Lark 

22 

Purple  Martin 

423 

T  ree  Swallow 

1481 

No.  Rough-winged  Swallow 

309 

Bank  Swallow  *  F 

958 

Cliff  Swallow 

200 

Barn  Swallow 

2075 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

2 

(3,  9) 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

15 

Eastern  Bluebird 

189 

Veery 

73 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

6 

Hermit  Thrush 

14 

Wood  Thrush 

358 

American  Robin 

4445 

Gray  Catbird 

693 

Mockingbird 

28 

Brown  Thrasher 

42 

American  Pipit 

6 

(5,  13,  16) 

Cedar  Waxwing 

353 

European  Starling 

4665 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

51 

Pine  Warbler 

1 

(18) 

Prairie  Warbler  (24-)  *  F 

19 

Palm  Warbler 

1 

(20) 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

8 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

20 

Cerulean  Warbler 

4 

(10.  23) 

Black-and-White  Warbler 

9 

American  Redstart 

200 

Ovenbird 

182 

Northern  Waterthrush 

13 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

6 

Mourning  Warbler 

16 

Common  Yellowthroat 

997 

Hooded  Warbler 

101 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

2 

(3,  4) 

Canada  Warbler 

11 

warbler  species 

6 

(10,  11, 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

4352 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

247 

Rusty  Blackbird  (22-) 

5  (13,  18,  19) 

Common  Grackle 

3266 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

744 
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Field  Sparrow 

196 

Vesper  Sparrow 

5 

(5,  27.  28) 

Savannah  Sparrow 

211 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

15 

(10,  13) 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

6 

(10,  13) 

Song  Sparrow 

1329 

Swamp  Sparrow 

107 

White-throated  Sparrow 

36 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

54 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

140 

Bobolink 

1008 

Orchard  Oriole 

4 

Baltimore  Oriole 

866 

Purple  Finch 

130 

House  Finch 

444 

Red  Crossbill 

16 

(19,  28) 

American  Goldfinch 

1297 

Evening  Grosbeak 

14 

(19.  27,  28) 

House  Sparrow 

1459 

Total  Species 

195 

Hybrids 

2 

Total  Individuals 

87952 

Number  of  Observers 

265 

OBSERVERS:  (Compilers  are  printed  in  boldface) 

Section  1:  David  Cooper,  Lynne  Landon,  Jim  Wojewodzki,  Terry  Yonker. 

Section  2:  Michael  Davis. 

Section  3:  Jerald  Farrell,  Margaret  Hoff,  Sue  Race,  Donald  Roberson,  John  Welte, 

Martha  Welte. 

Section  4:  Robert  Brock,  Deborah  Hovland,  William  Watson. 

Section  5:  Donald  Brasure,  William  Burch,  Peggy  Christensen,  Richard  Christensen,  Tom 

Doeblin,  Jocelyn  Jones,  Morgan  Jones,  Robert  Lipp,  Marion  Smith,  William  Townsend. 

Section  6:  Ed  Crohn,  Mary  Ann  Stegmeier,  Paul  Ziebarth,  Virginia  Ziebarth. 

Section  7:  Robert  Andrle,  James  Gregory,  John  Thill,  Joseph  Thill. 

Section  8:  Brian  Lewandowski,  Michael  Zebehazy. 

Section  9:  Anna  Bauer,  William  Burch,  Thomas  Burke,  Natalie  Dunklin,  Gerald  Rising,  Donald 
Roberson,  Judy  Seebauer,  Jim  Tomkins. 

Section  10:  Beth  Canfield,  Mary  Canfield,  Scott  Canfield,  Richard  Collins. 

Section  11:  Edward  Berst,  Dennis  Gralak,  Susan  Gralak,  Jane  Heyer,  Brendan  Klick, 

David  Suggs.  Nancy  Vigyikan,  Paul  Vigyikan. 

Section  12:  Ann  Bauer,  Marion  Bee,  Bobbie  Fuhrman,  Paul  Fuhrman,  Thomas  Harper,  Michael 
Morgante,  Marlene  Phillips,  Ruth  Phillips,  Donna  Wieand. 

Section  13:  Doug  Beattie,  Elaine  Dart,  Tad  Gerace,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  Marie  Johnson, 
Alice  McKale,  Jane  Mason,  Marc  Mason,  Max  Mason,  David  Muller,  Gail  Seamans, 
Don  Thurau,  Virginia  Tiede,  Ann  Vogt. 

Section  14:  Lois  Abbott,  Ernie  Baker,  Kenneth  Brandes,  Jean  Collins,  Phyllis  Hansen, 

Douglas  Happ,  Adelaid  Hunley,  Glenna  Leous,  Evelyn  Mauser,  Tim  McAllister, 

Clare  Stahl,  Mark  Vanderwater,  Barbara  Walker,  Margaret  Wooley, 

Audrey  Zegabarth. 

Section  15:  William  Bogacki,  Edward  Ratajczak,  Arthur  Rosche,  Olga  Rosche. 

Section  16:  Thomas  Connare,  Marian  Dornhaffer,  Audrey  Horbett,  Frances  Rew. 

Section  17:  TomKoopman,  Bert  Schweigert. 

Section  18:  Bruce  Chilton,  James  Landau,  Karen  Landau,  Peter  Yoerg. 

Section  19:  Lucille  Bailey,  Roy  Bielewicz,  Faye  Clancy,  Alice  Evans,  Walt  Franklin, 
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Lyle  Hotchkiss,  Roxie  Lates,  Dora  Lily,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roger  Nicholson,  Ted  Osgood, 

Jean  Perry,  Sean  Phelan,  John  Raybuck,  Tereas  Rork,  Elaine  Smith,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Emmette 
Smith,  Ann  Vaclavik,  Ann  Voss,  Scott  Warren,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jay  Wilson,  Larry  Wilson, 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Wilson,  Margaret  Winn. 

Section  20:  AJlen  Benton,  Chris  Benton,  Chris  Budniewski,  Ray  Budniewski,  Dave  Chase,  Paul 
Farver,  Joanne  Goetz,  Tom  Goetz,  Phil  Hanlon,  Dale  Loscher,  Richard  Miga,  Terry 
Mosher,  David  Neveau,  Lucille  Neveau,  Robert  Peterson,  Beverly  Ruska,  John  Ruska, 
Marty  Sanden,  Jeanine  Smith,  Tom  Welsch. 

Section  21:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Rosemary  Angove,  John  Cheney,  Audrey  Clauson, 

Dan  Cordosi,  Julie  Heilman,  Ranjit  Laha,  Jessie  Nelson,  Linda  O’Brien,  Jean  Pigman, 
Carol  Roby,  Bill  Seleen,  Kelly  Suckow,  Sue  Suckow,  Robert  Sundell. 

Section  22:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Dan  Cordosi,  Ranjit  Laha,  Linda  O’Brien, 

Bill  Seleen,  Robert  Sundell. 

Section  23 :  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Virginia  Anderson,  Rosemary  Angove,  Dan  Cordosi, 
Ranjit  Laha,  Jeremy  Maggio,  Steve  Maggio,  Dolly  Pearson,  Jean  Pigman, BruceE. 

Robinson,  Bruce  J.  Robinson,  Bill  Seleen,  Tom  Simmons,  Robert  Sundell. 

Section  24:  Timothy  Baird. 

Section  25:  Timothy  Baird,  Stephen  Eaton,  Arlene  Knittle,  Bernice  Lackey,  Cora  Moser,  Jacob 
Moser,  Jeff  Reed,  Clara  Vales. 

Section  26:  Llewellyn  Bump,  Doris  Burton,  Frances  C.  Hunt,  Mary  Jordan,  Ann  Morris, 

Scott  Morris. 

Section  27:  Doris  Burton,  Estella  Cronauer,  Fritz  Cronauer,  Audrey  Dunham,  George  Dunham, 
Doris  Hurlburt,  Norman  Ives,  Claribel  James,  Helen  Link,  Michael  Pitzrick 
Vivian  Pitzrick,  Lillian  Simons,  Jake  Strong,  Bill  Thompson,  Pat  Wygant. 

Section  28:  Mallery  Adams,  Mary  Adams,  Shawn  Allen,  Dan  Babcock,  Harold  Babcock, 

Carol  Behn,  Warren  Bouck,  Wayne  Brewster,  Elizabeth  W.  Brooks,  Debbie  Bucholz, 
Doris  Burton,  Diane  Converso,  Jim  Copenheaver,  Cynthia  Culley,  Paul  Culley,  Elsie 
Cushing,  Larry  Deverell,  Luke  Donius,  Phyllis  Dubreuil,  Ann  Eisenhardt,  Jamie 
Eisenhardt,  Peg  Eisenhardt,  Keegan  Fleming,  Stephen  Galle,  John  Gradoni,  Elsie 

Kent,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Margaret  Klingensmith,  Mark  Klingensmith,  Ellen 
Lamb,  Barry  Lash,  Martha  Lash,  Cathy  MacDonald,  Pete  MacDonald,  Marian  McClure, 
Lyle  Palmiter,  Thelma  Palmiter,  Sean  Phelan,  Michael  Pitzrick,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Dan 
Ramsey,  Evelyn  Ramsey,  Nichole  Ramsey,  Ona  Reynolds,  Nancy  Rouse,  Helen  Shear, 
Norb  Shear,  Terah  Soule,  Bruce  Taggart,  Wilma  Taggart,  Evelyn  Thomas,  Bea  Thompson, 
Tim  Timbrook,  Betty  Warek-Fowler,  Mary  Lu  Wells. 
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Tifft  Nature  Preserve  Trip  -  May  3, 1998 

The  morning  of  the  third  of  May  was  overcast  but  precipitation  was  limited  to  drizzle.  About  twelve  people 
showed  up  for  the  walk.  Only  two  warbler  species  were  observed,  however  there  was  no  shortage  of  other 
arrivals.  We  got  a  nice  view  of  an  American  Bittern  flying  over  the  boardwalk.  Among  large  flocks  of  White- 
throated  Sparrows,  two  White-crowned  Sparrows  were  found.  The  Clay-colored  Sparrow,  which  was  originally 
discovered  by  Bill  Watson  early  in  the  week  was  not  found.  Two  Rufous-sided  Towhees  were  found  along  a 
trail.  Bill  Burch  led  us  downtown  to  see  the  Peregrine  Falcons  but  after  we  failed  to  locate  the  Peregrines  on  the 
nest,  the  trip  was  concluded. 

The  list  of  species  observed  included:  Canada  Goose,  Mallard,  American  Wigeon,  Ring-necked  Duck, 
Wood  Duck,  Double-crested  Cormorant,  American  Bittern,  Green  Heron,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Red¬ 
tailed  Hawk,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Mourning  Dove,  Tree  Swallow,  Black-capped  Chickadee,  Belted 
Kingfisher,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Northern  Flicker,  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  American  Crow,  House  Wren, 
Red-winged  Blackbird,  Common  Grackle,  Brown-headed  Cowbird,  Song  Sparrow,  Swamp  Sparrow,  Whit- 
throated  Sparrow,  White-crowned  Sparrow,  Rufous-sided  Towhee,  Brown  Thrasher,  House  Finch,  American 
Goldfinch,  European  Starling,  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet,  Yellow-rumped  Warbler,  Common  Yellowthroat,  and 
House  Sparrow. 

Brendan  Klick 

MARCY  WOODS  FIELD  TRIP,  MAY  9, 1998 

The  Marcy  property  lies  close  to  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  a  mile  west  of  Pt.  Abino,  Ontario.  Since 
entrance  is  only  by  invitation  few  of  us  have  visited  this  little-disturbed  deciduous  woodland.  When  Rob  Eberle 
of  the  Bert  Miller  Nature  Club  invited  BOS  to  join  them  for  a  visit  11  of  us  accepted.  Our  leaders  on  this  mild 
and  sunny  day  were  Paul  and  Karen  Phelps  of  the  nature  club. 

Marcy  Woods  is  an  association  of  cottage  owners.  The  scattered  cottages  are  in  the  level,  northern,  part  of 
the  woods.  Closer  to  the  lake  the  terrain  changes  to  row  after  row  of  ancient  sand  dunes,  now  carpeted  with 
woodland  plants  and  shaded  by  the  tall  trees. 

Along  the  woodland  path  we  were  delighted  to  find  a  carpet  of  White  Trillium  in  bloom,  the  largest  I  have 
seen,  extending  over  100  feet.  Red  and  Painted  Trillium  also  were  present.  At  mid-morning  we  met  the  club 
members  with  wildflower  interests  and  were  able  to  learn  the  names  of  several  mystery  plants,  Blue  Phlox 
caught  our  attention  with  its  1-inch,  5-petaled  flower,  pale  violet  in  color.  Pointed  out  to  us  was  Canada  Violet, 
a  1-inch  flower  of  5  petals,  almost  white  but  with  a  faint  violet  tint  and  one  lower  petal  veined.  The  Wild 
Ginger  had  4-inch  heart-shaped  leaves  and  a  cup-shaped  brown  flower  close  to  the  ground.  The  Miterwort  was 
in  bloom,  the  spikes  covered  with  tiny  white-fringed  flowers. 

The  half-day  trip  netted  a  bird  list  of  over  39  species  but  only  one  warbler  species,  namely,  several 
Common  Yellowthroats.  These  were  seen  in  the  woods  and  at  a  nearby  swamp  visited  later  in  the  morning 
where  we  also  watched  a  nesting  Wood  Duck.  The  nest  hole  of  a  Pileated  Woodpecker  was  pointed  out  but  the 
occupants  were  absent.  In  the  heavy  leaf  cover  birds  were  identified  by  sound  as  well  as  sight. 

The  quickly  assembled  bird  list  was  as  follows:  Cormorant,  Canada  Goose,  Wood  Duck,  Mallard,  Red-br. 
Merganser,  Turkey  Vulture,  Red-t.  Hawk,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Rock  Dove,  Mourning  Dove,  Hairy,  Red-bellied 
and  Downy  Woodpeckers,  Flicker,  Phoebe,  Great  Cr.  Flycatcher,  Purple  Martin,  Blue  Jay,  Crow,  Chickadee, 
Tufted  Titmouse,  Red,  and  White-breasted  Nuthatches,  Winter  Wren,  Robin,  Catbird,  Starling,  Yellowthroat, 
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Cardinal,  Towhee,  Rose-br.  Grosbeak,  Indigo  Bunting,  Song,  Swamp  and  White-thr.  Sparrows,  Cowbird, 
Northern  Oriole,  Goldfinch  and  House  Sparrow. 

When  we  crested  the  last  dune  at  the  Lake  Erie  shore  we  saw  a  flock  of  200  Red-breasted  Mergansers  near 
the  shore.  About  a  mile  to  the  west  were  the  new  cottages  of  Sherkston  Shores,  a  development  planned  to  grow 
to  17,000;  this  would  rival  Pt.  Colbome  as  the  largest  community  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 

Bill  Burch 


BOS  MEETINGS 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact 

Michael  Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Sept.  9:  Annual  Members  Slide  Night.  This  is  your  opportunity  to  share  slides  of  your  summer  and  othei 

recent  birding  adventures.  Come  and  see  what  other  members  have  seen  and  done. 

******** 

FIELD  TRIPS 

Aug.  23:  Sunday  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti 

Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783).  (If  you  wish  to  meet  on  the  Canadian  side,  contact  th< 
leader.) 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compile 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.  Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Lynne  Landon,  139  Jackson  Street,  Youngstown,  NY  14174. 
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shoreline.  Two  months  later,  Watson  observed  three  fledgling  egrets  being  fed  by  adult  birds  in  these  nests;  it 
was  the  first  documented  nesting  record  for  this  species  in  Western  New  York  (see  Prothonotary,  vol.  61:8,  pg. 
87).  This  year  Watson  reported  a  record  21  Great  Egret  fledglings  from  eight  nests  on  Motor  Island  in  June.  His 
task  was  made  easier  as  one  tree  containing  seven  nests  was  virtually  leafless.  As  previously  remarked  in  this 
column,  Watson’s  observations  of  nesting  activity  at  this  rookery  are  made  from  a  distance  of  a  quarter-mile 
from  a  boat  launching  ramp  on  the  river  at  the  foot  of  Sheridan  Drive  in  the  Town  of  Tonawanda.  Although  he 
employs  state-of-the-art,  optical  equipment  in  this  regard,  summer  foliage  on  the  island  is  so  dense  that  it  is 
impossible  to  determine  the  actual  size  of  the  rookery  or  an  exact  count  of  young  birds  each  season. 
Fortunately,  on-site  observations  may  soon  be  a  reality.  In  1997,  when  the  owners  of  Motor  Island  announced 
their  intentions  to  sell  the  property,  The  Nature  Conservancy  of  Western  New  York  made  a  purchase  bid  which 
was  accepted.  The  Conservancy  became  involved  in  this  transaction  with  the  understanding  that  they  would  be 
reimbursed  for  their  expense  as  soon  as  the  State  Legislature  had  approved  Governor  Pataki’s  request  that  New 
York  State  repurchase  the  property  from  them.  The  approval  was  voted;  and  title  to  the  property  was  transferred 
to  the  State  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation  which  has  designated  it  a  Wildlife  Management  Area 
and  will  assure  its  continuing  existence  as  a  waterbird  sanctuary  in  perpetuity.  The  upper  Niagara  River  at 
Strawberry  Island  in  Buffalo  was  also  the  scene  of  a  Snowy  Egret  sighting  in  June,  On  June  13th,  Louis 
Culumovic,  a  visitor  from  New  Jersey,  was  kayaking  with  friends  in  the  upper  river  when  he  spotted  a  wading 
bird  in  white  plumage  in  the  company  of  a  large  flock  of  gulls  on  the  Strawberry  Island  shore.  Paddling  to 
within  100  feet  of  the  birds,  Culumovic,  who  described  himself  as  “the  only  birder  in  the  group”,  immediately 
recognized  the  bird  as  an  adult  Snowy  Egret  by  its  signature  white  plumes  on  the  back  of  its  head,  black  bill, 
black  legs  with  contrasting  yellow  feet.  It  was  a  bird  he  had  seen  frequently  in  New  Jersey  and  further  south.  It 
is  the  fifth  spring  record  for  this  hitherto  rare  vagrant  on  the  upper  river  in  the  last  five  years  and  seventh  in  our 
study  area  since  1994. 

The  hope  of  seeing  another  rare  extra-limital  species  this  month  sent  many  bird-watchers  to  the  Lamb 
Farms,  the  leaseholder  of  6000  acres  in  an  agricultural  area  in  the  Town  of  Alabama  in  Genesee  County.  In  the 
early  afternoon  of  June  2nd,  BOS  member  Aron  Kehlenbeck  was  occupied  plowing  acreage  on  this  leasehold 
just  north  of  the  Lewiston  Road  and  a  mile  west  of  the  Hamlet  of  Alabama  Center,  from  his  tractor  seat, 
Kehlenbeck  noted  a  bird  of  unusually  light  plumage  among  the  grackles,  cowbirds  and  other  passerines 
foraging  for  insects  and  other  invertebrates  in  the  freshly  turned  soil.  He  stopped  his  plowing  and  looked  at  the 
bird  with  his  binoculars  (BOS  members  are  always  prepared)  from  a  distance  of  25  yards.  Its  yellow  belly, 
olive-gray  mantle  and  light  gray  head  and  throat  identified  it  as  a  Western  Kingbird  in  full  breeding  plumage. 
Kehlenbeck  advised  BOS  President  Gall  Seamans  of  his  find  and  Seamans  came  to  field  that  evening  and 
fortunately  found  the  kingbird  still  occupied  in  the  pursuit  of  insects  on  the  plowed  ground.  Kehlenbeck  saw  the 
bird  again  early  the  following  morning  but  it  had  departed  for  parts  unknown  before  birders,  responding  to  a 
“Hot  Line”  call)  arrived  on  the  scene.  It  is  the  ninth  record  of  the  occurrence  of  this  rare  vagrant  in  our  study 
area  since  1956;  the  last  sighting  was  of  a  bird  in  the  Town  of  Dunnville  in  the  Niagara  Peninsula  by  Mike 
Galas  and  his  party  in  September,  1988. 

Interesting  warbler  sightings  in  the  Southern  Tier  in  June  include  a  male  Kentucky  Warbler  seen  by 
corresponding  member  Tim  Baird  and  Steve  Eaton  in  a  selectively  logged  forest  in  the  Town  of  Cold  Spring  in 
Cattaraugus  County  on  June  7th  and  a  singing  male  Worm-eating  Warbler  heard  but  not  seen  by  Baird  and 
Eaton  in  a  broadleaf  forest  in  the  in  the  Town  of  Carrolton  in  that  county  on  the  26th;  they  subsequently  saw 
this  warbler  as  well  as  heard  its  song  upon  returning  to  the  scene  on  July  1st.  There  was  no  evidence  of  a  female 
bird  or  nesting  activity  at  either  location.  On  June  24th,  in  the  course  of  her  annual  breeding  bird  survey  in 
Allegany  County,  Elizabeth  Brooks  was  surprised  to  hear  a  Northern  Parula  singing  “its  typical  rapidly 
ascending  then  over-the-top  song”,  apparently  from  a  conifer  in  State  Reforestation  Land  on  the  east  side  of  the 
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Gas  Spring  Road  in  the  Town  of  Almond  in  that  county.  Although  time  constraints  precluded  a  search  for 
the  singer  on  that  date.  Brooks  is  very  familiar  with  this  warbler  and  will  seek  further  evidence  of  its  presence 
in  Allegany  County. 

Joseph  Thill 

[With  this  installment,  Joe  Thill  retires  from  writing  the  monthly  summary  of  birding  activity.  Between  May, 
1972  and  July,  1987  and  between  November  1993  and  the  present,  Joe  completed  over  250  columns.  The  BOS 
and  all  its  members  extend  our  sincerely  appreciation  to  Joe  for  his  contributions  to  this  publication  and  all  of 
his  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  society.  Ed  ] 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Jun. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Homed  Grebe 

16 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante  et  al 

Red-necked  Grebe 

3 

7 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Homed  Grebe 

14 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

D. -crested  Cormorant 

6 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

?» 

7,16 

58,37 

Strawberry  Island 

Watson 

ti 

14 

33 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

If 

22 

184 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

15-26 

2  max. 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

ti 

16,24 

9a+4y,5a+13y 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

*Snowv  Egret 

13 

1 

Strawberry  Island 

Culumovic 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

7 

5 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Tundra  Swan  12,16,17 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Kehlenbeck 

Gadwall 

14 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

American  Wigeon 

24 

22 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

American  Black  Duck 

14 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Northern  Shoveler 

6 

9 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Green- winged  Teal 

6  * 

5 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

6 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

6,14 

3,5 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson,  Morgante 

Hooded  Merganser 

1 

lad,7  yg 

Attica  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche 
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Name  of  Bird 

Jun. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-br.  Merganser 

6 

11 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

6,14 

9,9 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson,  Morgante 

Osprey 

20 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  S&T  O'Donnell 

ff 

21 

1 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Peregrine  Falcon 

18 

2 

Buffalo 

Morgante 

Sandhill  Crane 

10 

1 

Alabama  Twp. 

.  Wojewodzki 

Semipalmated  Plover 

1 

3 

Gainesville  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche 

ff 

6L 

1 

North  Java 

Fox 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

14 

6 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Upland  Sandpiper 

14 

2 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Klick 

ft 

20 

1 

Hartland  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

6 

LI  1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

6 

LI 

North  Java 

Fox 

ft 

6L 

60 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

14 

LI 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Black  Tern 

14 

3 

Tona  wanda  W.M.A. 

Kehlenbeck 

Common  Nighthawk 

27 

2 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

1 

1 

Grove  Twp. 

Wagner 

ft 

7 

1 

Carlton  Hill  M.U.A. 

Watson,  et  al 

ft 

18 

lPDBA 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Mueller(EABC) 

*Westem  Kingbird 

2,3 

1 

Alabama  Twp. 

Kehlenbeck 

ft 

2 

1 

Alabama  Twp. 

Seamans 

White-eyed  Vireo 

10 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Wojewodzki 

Common  Raven 

5,13 

3,2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

ft 

13 

4 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

ft 

13 

3 

West  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

ft 

19 

3 

Birdsall  Twp. 

Brooks 

ft 

21,22 

3,3 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Cliff  Swallow 

6 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

ft 

7 

2 

South  Dayton  Twp. 

Davis,  Skalicky 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

1,25 

3,4pdba 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

"  13,23,27 

2,3,2pdba 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

ft 

19,22 

1,4 

West  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

ft 

24 

2 

Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

ft 

30 

1 

Ellicottville  Twp. 

Watson 

Swainson's  Thrush 

8  L 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Hermit  Thrush 

7 

1 

Carlton  Hill  M.U.A. 

Watson 

Northern  Mockingbird 

25 

1 

Bethany  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Rising 

Golden-wing.  Warbler 

10,14 

2,1 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Yoerg 

"Brewster's  Warbler" 

1014 

,2 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Yoerg 

Nashville  Warbler 

21 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Northern  Parula 

24 

1 

Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

Magnolia  Warbler 

1 

2 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

ft 

14L 

1 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 
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Name  of  Bird 

Jun. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

7 

2 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

Fox 

Prairie  Warbler 

5,13,14 

2,2,1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

ft 

10,15,16 

U,2 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

fl 

19 

2 

Grove  Twp. 

Brooks 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

14 

3 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

*Worm-eatin£  Warbler  26 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Baird 

Northern  Waterthrush 

U3 

2 

Grove  Twp. 

Wagner,  Filor 

Louisiana  Waterthrush  1 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

?! 

4 

1 

Grove  Twp. 

Wagner 

*Kentuckv  Warbler 

7 

1 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Baird 

Clav-colored  Sparrow 

2,13 

U 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Vesper  Sparrow 

7 

2 

Carlton  Hill  M.U.A. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

?! 

9,10,13 

3,1,2 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

V? 

25 

1 

Gainesville  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Rising 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

6 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Klick 

t? 

7,14 

1,3 

Carlton  Hill  M.U.A. 

Watson,  Morgante 

?? 

9,10,13 

1,2,1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

I? 

25 

2 

Middlebury  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Rising 

?! 

28 

1 

Cambria  Twp. 

S&T  O'Donnell 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

7,14 

2,3 

Carlton  Hill  M.U.A. 

Watson,  Yoerg,  Morgante 

1! 

19 

1 

Grove  Twp. 

Brooks 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

12,13 

3,2pdba 

Keney  Swamp  W.M.A. 

Wagner,  Filor 

!? 

13,23,27 

2,3,4 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

!? 

19,22,24 

2,3,1 

West  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

?! 

22 

3 

Birdsall  Twp. 

Brooks 

?! 

24 

1 

Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

?! 

30 

1 

Hume  Twp. 

Brooks 

Orchard  Oriole 

20 

1 

Newfane  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

?! 

20 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna 

Purple  Finch 

29 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

Red  Crossbill 

24 

1 

Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

White-w.  Crossbill 

11 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

?! 

13,24 

2,1 

West  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

?! 

15 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Pine  Siskin 

7,8 

1 

Colden(f) 

Wojewodzki 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 249 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  (incl.  May  count) . 4 

Total  for  year . 253 


Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 249 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  (incl.  May  count) . 4 

Total  for  year . 253 
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Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  June  1998 

Once  the  May  migration  has  ended,  June  birding  reports  include  mostly  breeding  birds.  Against  this  pattern 
though  was  the  June  2  report  of  an  accidental  Western  Kingbird,  found  feeding  on  insects  in  a  newly  ploughed 
field  in  Alabama  Township.  The  bird  was  not  seen  on  the  3rd.  Another  non-breeding  bird  report  was  an 
unconfirmed  Snowy  Egret  at  Strawberry  Island  on  June  13.  This  species  has  been  confirmed  at  this  location  in 
past  years  and  perhaps  someday  will  join  the  breeding  herons  on  nearby  Motor  Island. 

Of  special  interest  through  June  were  progress  reports  describing  the  success  of  two  recent  additions  to  the 
breeding  species  in  the  region;  Peregrine  Falcons,  in  downtown  Buffalo  and  in  the  Niagara  Falls  gorge,  and 
Great  Egrets  at  Motor  Island.  The  Carlton  Hill  Area  in  Wyoming  County  has  become  a  popular  summer  birding 
location,  judging  by  the  numerous  reports  of  nesting  grassland  sparrows,  Henslow's,  Grasshopper  and  Vesper, 
and  up  to  10  warbler  species. 

David  F.  Suggs 


Iroquois  NWR  Field  Trip 
June  20,  1998 

Thirteen  members  met  at  Main  and  Transit  on  a  warm  evening  and  went  directly  to  Sour  Springs  Road.  We 
saw  Eastern  Meadowlark,  Bobolink  and  Savannah  Sparrows  in  the  field  near  Roberts  Road. 

We  watched  a  cooperative  Black-billed  Cuckoo  for  several  minutes  just  off  the  road  in  some  stripling 
poplars.  Several  of  us  saw  his  eye  glint  red  in  the  bright  sun  light,  he  was  that  close,  and  a  life  bird  for  at  least 
three  of  us.  We  were  joined  by  another  member  at  the  Sour  Springs  bridge,  along  with  Veerys  calling  from 
every  direction,  a  pair  of  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers,  but  no  Prothonotary  Warbler. 

At  Mallard  Overlook  an  adult  Osprey  alighted  in  a  tree  near  the  nest  holding  a  large  ornamental  goldfish. 
We  also  had  an  excellent  view  of  a  Great-Crested  Flycatcher  carrying  insects  to  its  nest  in  a  bluebird  box  as 
we  exited  the  overlook. 

A  walk  along  Swallow  Hollow  Trail  produced  the  calls  of  Eastern  Wood  Peewee,  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo, 
Cerulean  Warbler,  and  Yellow  throated  Vireo  among  others,  but  again,  no  Prothonotary.  The  collective  trip 
count,  seen  or  heard,  was  70  species. 

Five  of  us  moved  on  to  the  Basket  Factory  Restaurant  in  Middleport,  where  we  enjoyed  a  drink  and  dinner 
by  the  Erie  Canal. 

Susan  and  Thomas  ODonnell 

Whip-Poor-Will  Trip,  Friday,  June  5, 1998 

This  pleasant  experience  began  with  “luncheon  plates”  at  the  Lotus  Garden  restaurant  in  Pt.  Colbome. 
Three  ladies  from  the  Bert  Miller  Nature  Club  joined  our  eight  for  a  good  meal  and  animated  conversation. 

We  adjourned  to  the  Wilson  Road  site;  Fran  Rew  says  birders  have  been  coming  for  25  years  to  this  Whip- 
poor-will  spot  at  the  edge  of  Wainfleet  bog.  We  stand  on  the  gravel  road  in  the  stillness  of  a  hazy  pink  sunset. 
While  awaiting  the  big  performance  there  is  subdued  talk  with  an  added  background  of  bird  sound:  Veery: 
Yellowthroat,  Black-billed  Cuckoo,  Swamp  Sparrow,  Brown  Thrasher,  Catbird  and  Robin.  Fireflies  light  up  as 
darkness  falls. 
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The  Whip-poor-wills  didn't  fail  us.  Several  began  at  9:35  p.m.,  and  continued  to  10:05,  They  did  seem  to  be 
more  distant  than  in  other  years  but  we  all  heard  them,  although  the  writer  did  have  to  rely  on  his  $25  electronic 
listener.  As  a  special  treat  two  of  the  birds  flew  in  and  landed  on  the  road  about  30  yards  from  us  .  It  was  light 
enough  that  most  of  us  could  make  out  the  forms  on  the  roadside,  watching  as  they  moved  across  the  road  then 
flying  away. 

Altogether  it  was  a  very  satisfying  evening,  one  that  we  have  shared  with  non-birding  friends  to  their 
enjoyment. 

-Bill  Burch 

Area  Peregrine  Falcon  Nestings  Are  A  Success 

The  four  young  of  the  Buffalo  peregrines  and  the  three  of  the  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  pair  are  flying  and 
learning  to  care  for  themselves,  a  significant  addition  to  the  population  of  falcons  -  and  perhaps  a  small  dent  in 
the  pigeon  flocks. 

A  small  crisis  for  the  Buffalo  brood  came  on  the  morning  of  June  25.  Two  young,  about  36  days  old  and 
four  days  short  of  really  fledging,  lost  their  balance  while  practicing  on  the  small  platform  of  their  Statler  box. 
One  fell  (fluttered)  19  stories  to  the  sidewalk.  Employees  covered  it  with  a  cardboard  box,  notified  the  DEC 
who  responded  within  15  minutes.  It  was  carried  to  the  roof  of  the  Statler  and  released.  Shortly  after  a 
companion  was  seen  on  the  rim  of  the  Niagara  Square  fountain.  It  too  was  taken  to  the  roof.  Both  immatures 
practiced  short  flights  on  the  flat  roof,  walked  on  the  ledges,  and  were  fed  by  the  parents,  who  were  well  aware 
of  the  situation. 

The  young  have  become  very  active  so  four  can't  be  seen  at  one  time.  On  July  14  we  saw  both  adults  and 
two  young,  the  latter  on  the  Lafayette  Building  tower. 

One  young  peregrine  frequented  a  back  yard  in  the  500  block  of  Richmond  Avenue  for  four  or  more  days, 
first  seen  July  24.  A  neighbor  surprised  it  in  the  act  of  plucking  a  pigeon,  which  it  flew  away  with.  A  nearby 
clutch  of  Kestrels  made  the  yard  into  a  falcon  circus. 

Bill  Greene  of  the  Toronto  Peregrine  Foundation  has  made  a  generous  offer  to  support  more  publicity  here 
next  year,  offering  video  equipment  advice,  internet  access  and  so  on.  Mark  Kandel  of  our  DEC  appreciates  the 
offer. 

The  entire  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  family  of  three  young  and  two  adults  were  seen  cavorting  over  the  falls  in 
mid-July  by  Jim  and  Karen  Landau,  who  watched  there  often.  Starting  July  1  a  team  of  80  volunteers  (7  from 
USA)  watched  the  brood  from  dawn  to  dusk.  This  culminated  is  a  fine  picnic  on  July  24  sponsored  by  the 
Ministry  of  Natural  Resources. 

No  fledging  problems  arose  so  the  excellent  10-page  “Handling  Protocol  booklet  wasn  t  put  to  the  test. 
One  female  fell  off  the  ledge  while  wing-flapping  and  learned  a  bit  on  the  way  down  to  the  cliff  base,  and 
recovered  on  her  own.  A  male  found  the  lawn  and  woods  around  the  restaurant  a  learning  place,  finding  his  way 
back  to  the  ledge  nest  after  29  hours. 

At  present  the  young  have  been  seen  hunting  pigeons  on  Goat  Island,  NY.  And  down  at  the  Whirlpool 
railroad  bridge  officers  have  been  seeing  the  young  peregrines  on  their  surveillance  camera  screens. 

At  the  nest  site  a  video  camera  put  excellent  views  on  their  Peregrine  Foundation  website,  drawing  180,000 
viewers,  worldwide,  (www. peregrine-foundation, ca). 

Bill  Burch 
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BIRDING  BIG  DAY  1998 

I  still  have  people  comment  to  me  about  the  article  I  wrote  following  my  1996  big  day  in  which  Steve 
Taylor,  Mike  Turisk,  and  myself  tallied  169  species.  My  team  was  not  as  fortunate  this  year  in  randomly 
selecting  a  date  to  coincide  with  the  peak  day  of  migration  like  we  were  in  1996,  but  we  still  had  an  exciting 
and  fun  day  of  birding.  The  date  this  year  was  Saturday,  May  16  and  it  was  by  far  the  hottest  of  my  six  big  days 
attempts  with  temperatures  in  the  afternoon  reaching  85  degrees  Fahrenheit.  The  morning  started  on  an 
ominous  note  when  Mike  Turisk  called  at  2:30  a.m.  to  say  that  his  car  broke  down  on  the  Thruway  making  him 
unable  to  join  Willie  D’Anna,  Steve  Taylor,  and  myself  on  our  outing. 

The  three  of  us  officially  started  our  big  day  at  Steve’s  house  in  Alden  where  we  counted  American 
Woodcock  as  bird  #1.  We  picked  up  the  common  marsh  birds  at  Tillman  and  Tonawanda  Wildlife 
Management  Areas  and  added  Eastern  Screech-Owl,  Barred  Owl,  and  Great  Homed  Owl  before  the  sunrise. 
The  warm,  still  night  triggered  more  songbirds  to  sing  than  usual  in  the  wee  hours.  The  morning  song  burst 
started  around  5  a.m.  and  we  were  happy  to  hear  a  White-eyed  Vireo  along  Meadville  Road  that  I  had  staked 
out  for  several  weeks.  Along  Judge  Road  on  the  Tonawanda  Indian  Reservation  we  added  some  important  big 
day  species  including:  Tufted  Titmouse,  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  (unusual  for  this  location),  Golden-winged 
Warbler  (we  actually  saw  it  too!).  Wild  Turkey,  Northern  Waterthrush,  and  Black-billed  Cuckoo.  Along 
Owen/Bartel  Road  we  picked  up  Blackpoll  Warbler,  Tennessee  Warbler,  and  spotted  a  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo. 
This  was  the  first  year  we  tallied  either  cuckoo  species  and  it  was  indicative  that  many  breeding  species  were 
already  in  suitable  nesting  territory  but  there  was  not  a  big  push  of  migrants  which  breed  elsewhere.  Various 
stops  along  Route  77  resulted  in  Tundra  Swan,  Ruddy  Duck,  Bald  Eagle,  Redhead,  Black  Tem,  and  some 
dabbling  ducks  and  we  reached  species  #100  at  8  a.m.  Cayuga  Pool,  which  was  drained  this  spring,  was  the 
only  good  spot  all  day  for  shorebirds.  We  added  Great  Egret,  Black-bellied  Plover,  and  White-rumped 
Sandpiper  among  others.  We  left  the  Iroquois  area  around  8:15  and  headed  north  to  the  Lake  Ontario  plain.  ■ 

We  were  unable  to  locate  an  Upland  Sandpiper  at  a  few  staked  out  spots  but  we  added  American  Pipit  in 
the  process.  There  was  quite  a  bit  of  fog  on  the  lake  at  Barker  Bicentennial  Park  but  we  were  still  able  to  add 
some  good  lake  species  like  Common  Loon,  Oldsquaw,  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  and  Bonaparte’s  Gull.  The 
first  surprise  of  the  day  was  a  female  White-winged  Crossbill  which  was  hanging  out  in  the  tall  trees  within  the 
small  park.  We  enjoyed  excellent  looks  at  this  bird.  Hawks  were  also  migrating  along  the  lake  and  we  added  a 
Northern  Harrier  among  the  numerous  Sharp-shins  and  Turkey  Vultures.  We  did  not  add  many  birds  at  Golden 
Hill  State  Park  because  there  were  not  many  migrants  around.  We  picked  up  an  Orchard  Oriole  along  Niagara- 
Orleans  County  Line  Road  which  was  another  bonus  for  the  day. 

Next  up  was  a  return  trip  through  the  Iroquois  to  get  some  target  species  like  Osprey  and  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglet  and  then  we  drove  to  Batavia  Wastewater  Treatment  Plant.  Batavia  is  usually  a  gold  mine  to 
add  species  during  the  middle  of  the  slow,  hot  afternoon  but  it  was  rather  unproductive  this  year.  We  only 
added  Ring-necked  Duck  and  Lesser  Scaup  to  our  totals.  There  were  very  few  shorebirds  around  and  fewer 
ducks  than  usual  for  May.  I  altered  my  usual  route  this  year  to  add  a  trip  to  Carlton  Hill  Multiple  Use  Area, 
which  is  a  great  birding  spot  and  is  at  the  northern  limit  of  many  species’  breeding  ranges  in  Western  New 
York.  I  had  scouted  this  area  the  weekend  before  and  it  paid  off  with  Brown  Thrasher,  Henslow’s  Sparrows, 
and  Grasshopper  Sparrows  being  in  the  same  places.  Hermit  Thrush,  Dark-eyed  Junco,  and  species  #150,  Hairy 
Woodpecker  were  also  added  here. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  possibly  in  jeopardy  from  a  strong  thunderstorm.  We  were  very  fortunate 
to  drive  through  the  storm  sweeping  east  as  we  headed  west  from  Wyoming  County  to  the  Buffalo  waterfront. 
Tifft  Nature  Preserve  was  disappointing  for  the  lack  of  migrants  and  overall  lack  of  many  birds.  We  had  a 
Black-crowned  Night  Heron  flyover  and  that  in  combination  with  our  Great  Egret  sighting  in  the  morning 
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allowed  us  to  skip  Motor  Island  and  head  directly  to  Goat  Island.  We  went  to  the  falls  and  set  up  our  scopes  on 
the  Peregrine  Falcon  nest.  It  was  the  first  time  Steve  and  I  were  seeing  this  “nest”  and  indeed  a  falcon  was 
sitting  on  the  rocky  ledge.  An  unexpected  bonus  was  finding  Common  Merganser,  Homed  Grebe,  and 
Canvasback  in  the  water  below  the  Falls. 

We  ended  our  day  with  158  species.  That  was  the  same  total  as  1997,  and  therefore  tied  for  our  second 
best  day  to  169  species  in  1996.  This  was  the  first  big  day  in  six  years  that  the  team  missed  Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet,  Nashville  Warbler,  Lincoln’s  Sparrow,  and  White-crowned  Sparrow.  Nineteen  warbler  species  was  by 
far  the  lowest  total  in  six  years  as  well.  Eight  bird  species  were  recorded  that  we  had  never  previously  tallied 
on  one  of  our  big  days.  The  day  was  a  lot  of  fun.  I  think  that  beating  169  will  take  a  tremendous  effort  with 
some  good  luck  added  in.  Next  year  we’ll  try  again! 


Mike  Morgante 

This  is  an  invitation  to  contribute  articles  to  The  Prothonotary.  I  would  like  to  create  a  regular  feature 
presenting  information  on  local  breeding  species  and  sites.  Everyone  who  regularly  spends  time  in  the  field  in 
the  spring  and  summer  months  will  have  information  that  will  fit  the  theme  of  this  feature.  Here's  an  article  on 
one  of  many  spots  close  to  Buffalo. 


Hunter’s  Creek  Park 

Hunter's  Creek  Park  is  a  short  drive  from  Buffalo  down  the  400.  There  is  a  large  network  of  forested  trails 
in  the  park,  including  a  section  of  the  Finger  Lakes  Trail.  This  trail  also  comes  into  contact  with  extensive  areas 
of  brushy  fields  which  provide  a  second  habitat  type  to  explore.  As  if  these  two  features  aren't  enough,  there  is 
plenty  of  water  to  be  found  in  the  park.  Hunter's  Creek  and  a  number  of  smaller  creeks  flow  through  the 
property.  The  steep  ravines  and  creeks  were  what  first  attracted  me  to  investigate  this  area  in  search  of 
Louisiana  Waterthrush.  From  the  parking  area  on  Vermont  Hill  Road  walk  into  the  woods  and  watch  for  the 
pink  blazes  which  mark  Hunter's  Creek  Trail.  After  a  short  distance  on  this  trail  you  will  come  to  a  box 
mounted  on  a  pole.  This  box  usually  has  a  supply  of  trail  maps  for  the  entire  park.  When  this  trail  comes  closest 
to  the  edge  of  a  ravine  overlooking  Hunter's  Creek  you  are  definitely  in  Louisiana  Waterthrush  habitat.  In  late 
April  and  early  May,  the  males  of  this  species  can  be  heard  singing  repeatedly.  Although  this  species  spends  a 
great  deal  of  time  on  the  ground,  a  singing  male  was  spotted  high  above  the  ravine  on  May  3rd.  This  is 
apparently  routine  behavior  for  males  gearing  up  for  breeding.  Surprisingly  early  in  the  season  the  birds  stop 
their  singing,  so  if  you  want  to  catch  them  plan  an  early  season  walk.  Not  far  from  the  entrance  to  Hunter's 
Creek  Trail  is  West  Ridge  Trail,  blazed  blue.  Broad  Winged  Hawks  nested  in  this  area  and  offered  some  nice 
views  as  they  protected  their  territory.  The  park  is  wooded  predominantly  with  hardwoods,  chiefly  Maple  and 
Beech,  but  their  are  a  significant  number  of  Hemlocks  throughout  and  along  trails  in  these  sections  are  Black 
Throated  Green,  Blackburnian  and  Magnolia  Warblers  as  well  as  Blue  Headed  Vireos.  The  Black  Throated 
Green  and  Vireos  were  still  singing  energetically  in  mid-July.  Red  Eyed  Vireo  is  also  singing,  testing  your  skill 
at  separating  it  from  the  Blue  Headed.  Wood  and  Hermit  Thrush  along  with  Veery  provide  a  great  chance  to  test 
your  ability  to  distinguish  between  these  three  spectacular  songs.  All  three  can  be  heard  while  walking  the 
Finger  Lakes  Trail.  A  special  bonus  of  this  trail  is  the  presence  of  a  number  of  Acadian  Flycatchers,  yes  they  are 
singing.  If  you  explore  the  fields  adjacent  to  the  Finger  Lakes  Trail  you  find  a  lot  of  Blue  Winged  Warblers, 
Towhees,  sparrows  and  flycatchers.  A  little  walking  produced  Chestnut-Sided  Warbler  and  Indigo  Bunting. 
These  are  just  some  of  the  breeding  species  in  the  park.  Combining  sightings  from  two  different  dates  in  the 
spring  found  thirteen  species  of  warbler  in  residence. 
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To  get  to  Hunter's  Creek  Park  take  the  400  south  to  the  exit  for  20 A  and  turn  left.  When  you  reach  Reiter 
Road  go  right,  take  a  left  when  this  dead  ends  and  watch  for  Vermont  Hill  Road.  At  this  road  turn  left  into  the 
parking  area.  The  Finger  Lakes  Trail  can  be  better  accessed  by  driving  past  the  Vermont  Hill  Road  intersection 
until  you  reach  the  bridge.  You  can  park  your  car  on  the  shoulder  and  look  for  trailheads  on  the  north  side  of  the 
road.  The  Finger  Lakes  Trail  is  blazed  orange. 

Michael  Davis 

Notice  of  Dues  Increase 

Over  the  past  year  it  has  become  apparent  that  the  current  dues  structure  does  not  cover  the  expenses  of  the 
Society.  Dues  have  remained  at  the  same  low  level  for  several  years  while  the  costs  of  operation  have 
increased.  At  the  June  10th  meeting,  BOS  members  agreed  that  it  is  important  to  not  lower  the  high  quality  and 
amount  of  information  published  in  the  Prothonotary.  If  anything,  there  is  additional  data  that  could  be 
included  to  benefit  members  and  add  to  the  data  base.  (It  currently  averages  a  little  over  SI. 00  per  copy  per 
issue  to  print  the  Prothonotary .)  Members  also  expressed  the  desire  to  continue  support  for  the  various 
programs  such  as  the  Vaughn  Lecture  series  and  our  annual  donation  to  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Therefore,  in  order  to  maintain  our  standards  and  programs,  members  decided  that  dues  would  have  to  be 
increased,  but  only  by  enough  to  sustain  current  programs  and  projects.  The  members  voted  to  increase  dues  by 
$5.00.  This  would  set  dues  for  active/associate  members  for  couples  at  $25.00  and  individuals  at  $20.00. 
Corresponding  membership  would  be  raised  to  $15.00.  This  will  keep  dues  at  a  low  rate  that  hopefully  will  not 
create  a  hardship  for  any  members.  Members  also  voted  to  reallocate  dues,  so  that,  for  example,  for  a  $20.00 
individual  membership,  $15.00  would  go  to  the  Prothonotary  Fund  and  $5.00  to  the  General  Fund. 

It  was  also  decided  that  additional  levels  of  membership  will  be  created  to  give  members  the  opportunity  to 
increase  their  support  for  the  BOS  and  its  programs.  These  levels  will  be  similar  to  those  offered  by  other 
organizations,  such  as  Supporting,  Benefactor,  etc.  These  monies  will  be  contributions  for  general  support  - 
they  are  not  to  be  confused  with  donations  to  the  Axtell/McVeyAVendling  Fund.  They  also  will  not  change  your 
membership  status.  In  other  words,  both  active/associate  and  corresponding  members  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  contribute  at  an  increased  (premium)  level  but  they  will  remain  in  the  same  functional  membership  category. 

These  changes  will  hopefully  put  the  Society  on  a  sound  financial  base  that  will  allow  us  to  continue  to 
operate  at  the  level  our  members  expect.  It  also  should  allow  us  to  achieve  a  balanced  budget  for  the  next  few 
years  (see  proposed  budgets  for  1998-1999  and  1999-2000  presented  on  page  99  of  this  issue). 


MEMBERSHIP  UPDATE 

Please  Welcome  the  Following  New  Associate  Members: 

Rich  and  Jeanie  Smith 
228  White  Tail  Run 
Grand  Island,  NY  14072 
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BOS  MEETINGS 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact 
Michael  Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month. 


September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December.  Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020 
Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Sept.  9: 

Annual  Members  Slide  Night.  This  is  your  opportunity  to  share  slides  of  your  summer  and  other 
recent  birding  adventures.  Come  and  see  what  other  members  have  seen  and  done.  This  meeting 
will  be  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 

Sept.  23: 

Dr.  Sarah  Morris  from  Canisius  College  will  give  a  presentation  on  fall  warbler  identification. 
Also,  a  discussion  of  proposed  changes  to  the  Society’s  dues  structure  and  a  vote  on  the  same. 
This  matter  is  important  to  the  future  of  the  B.O.S.,  be  there  and  participate. 

Oct.  14: 

Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers.  This  is  your  opportunity  to  find  out  what  is  happening 
in  your  organization  and  to  have  a  say  in  its  future. 

Oct.  28: 

Gull  Identification  Video. 

Nov.  11: 

Gull  Identification  Video. 

Dec.  9: 

Annual  Holiday  Celebration.  Please  bring  a  treat  to  share  and  enjoy  an  evening  of  birding 
friendship. 

******** 

Aug.  23: 

FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti. 
Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783).  (If  you  wish  to  meet  on  the  Canadian  side,  contact  the 
leader.) 

Sept.  6: 

Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Meet  at  7:30  a.m.  in  the  Tifft  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  walk 
for  warblers.  Leader:  Bill  Watson  (695-2820). 

Sept.  19-20:  Saturday-Sunday.  Hawk  Cliff,  Ont.  Hawk  watching  weekend.  This  is  at  a  new  location:  Port 
Burwell  Provincial  Park,  on  the  lake,  20  miles  east  of  Hawk  Cliff.  The  site  has  proven  equally 
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good  and  without  the  problems.  The  Hawk  Cliff  Foundation  will  be  there  weekends  of  Sept.  19. 
26,  and  Oct.  11.  Bill  Burch  (773-3690)  will  get  more  details. 

Sept.  25-27:  Friday-Sunday.  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs  Annual  Meeting  at  Rochester,  NY.  Come  for  pari 
of  the  weekend  or  all  of  it.  Call  Gail  Seamans  for  details  (762-9211,  daytime). 

Oct.  1 1 :  Sunday.  BOS  October  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  TBA. 

Oct.  18:  Sunday.  Iroquois  N.W.R.  and  Batavia  WWTP.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Tanning  Bed.  0.1  mi.  east  oi 

Main  &  Transit  on  the  south  side  of  Main.  Leader:  TBA. 

Oct.  24:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  Counties.  Meet  at  8:00 

a.m.  in  Wright’s  Comers  an  Rt.  78  at  Tops  market  just  north  of  the  Rt.  104  intersection.  Leader: 
Willie  D'Anna  (731-4348). 

Oct.  25:  Sunday.  End  of  Daylight  Saving  Time,  set  clocks  back  one  hour. 

Nov.  22:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS,  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  in  the 

parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob  Brooke  of  BOS  (876- 
5862). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instmctions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 

Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Lynne  Landon,  139  Jackson  Street,  Youngstown,  NY  14174. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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PROPOSED  BUDGETS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1998-1999  &  1999-2000  FOR  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 

Following  are  the  proposed  budgets  for  the  BOS  fiscal  years  1998-99  (10/15/98-10/13/99)  and  1999-2000  (10/14/99-10/  /00)  for  the 
General/Prothonotary  Fund  and  the  Special  Project  Fund.  They  include  items  suggested  and  presented  by  the  Budget  Committee  during 
1997-98  at  the  bi-weekly  meetings  along  with  further  suggestions  from  the  membership.  Although  the  Society  must  soon  vote  on  the  98-99 
budget,  it  is  helpful  to  anticipate  future  needs  and/or  the  spreading  of  expenses  over  more  than  one  year.  To  this  end  the  1999-2000 
preliminary  budgets  are  included  as  a  guide  only  and  will  be  revised  and  voted  on  next  year.  Also,  please  note  that  the  ending  bank  balance 
for  the  General/Prothonotary  Fund  assumes  that  the  general  operating  contingency  for  each  year  is  not  needed. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  Society  vote  on  the  1998-99  budget  no  later  than  the  second  meeting  in  September  ((9/16/98)  so  that 
it  is  in  place  at  the  start  of  the  next  fiscal  year. 


General/Prothon.  Fund: 

Special  Projects  Fund: 

Item: 

1998-1999 

1999-2000 

1998-1999 

1999-2000 

General  operating  expense  (recent  actual  amounts  have  varied 
from  $1,009  to  $1,962) 

$1,200.00 

$1,200.00 

- 

- 

General  operating  (G.O.)  contingency 

$500.00 

$500.00 

- 

- 

Speakers  Fund  (reimbursable  expense  for  travel,  lodging) 

$100.00 

$200.00 

- 

- 

Vaughn  Lecture  Series  (re institution  of  support) 

$100.00 

$100.00 

- 

- 

Prothonotary  (current  estimate) 

$3,200.00 

$3,200.00 

- 

- 

Meeting  Room  (annual  contribution  to  Buffalo  Museum  of 

Science  for  our  bi-weekly  use  of  the  Cummings  Room) 

$250.00 

$250.00 

- 

- 

November  1999  BOS  Banquet  (anticipated  shortfall,  tickets  versus 
cost) 

$1,100.00 

$300.00 

- 

- 

Delegates  to  NYS  Federation  of  Bird  Clubs  Annual  Meeting 
(reimbursable  expense  for  travel,  lodging) 

$0.00 

$0.00 

- 

- 

Young  Peoples  Weekend  (to  encourage/foster  young  people’s 
interest  in  birds) 

$0.00 

$200.00 

- 

- 

Map  Project  (to  update  BOS  section  maps  and  identify  key  birding 
areas  and  species  therein) 

- 

- 

$1,000.00 

$1,000.00 

BOS  Area  Checklist  (to  include  graphics  to  show  relative 
abundance  and  scarcity  of  species) 

- 

- 

$200.00 

$0.00 

BOS  Graphics  Coordination  and  Update  (to  create  a  more  unified 
and  contemporary  image  for  all  BOS  printed  matter) 

$300.00 

$0.00 

- 

Beardslee  &  Mitchell  update 

- 

- 

$100.00 

$100.00 

Special  Project  Grants 

- 

- 

$1,600.00 

$1,400.00 

Proposed  budget: 

$6,650.00 

$5,950.00 

$2,900.00 

S2, 500.00 

Opening  Balance: 

$800.00 

*$500.00 

$400.00 

$0.00 

Estimated  1998-99  Dues: 

$4,000.00 

$4,000.00 

- 

- 

Estimated  Date  Guide  Sales 

$500.00 

$100.00 

- 

- 

Special  Membership  Premiums 

$1,000.00 

$1,000.00 

- 

- 

Advertising  (Prothonotary) 

$350.00 

$350.00 

- 

- 

Interest  (Special  Projects  Fund) 

- 

- 

$2,500.00 

$2,500.00 

Ending  Bank  Balance 

*$500.00 

**$500-00 

$0-00 

$0.00 

*  98-99  G.O.  contingency  **  99-00  G.O.  contingency 
Mike  Hamilton,  Gerry  Rising  (Budget  Committee) 
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THE  MONTH:  July,  1998 


July  was  generally  a  pleasant  summer  month 
although  it  tended  to  be  cool  and  wet.  The  average 
temperature  was  69.6  (F),  about  a  degree  below 
average.  Precipitation  was  4.39  inches,  1.31 
inches  below  normal.  The  area  received  65%  of 
possible  sunshine  and  fog,  haze,  or  smoke  prevailed 
on  16  days. 

The  major  weather  event  of  the  month  occurred  on 
July  8  when  strong,  slow-moving  downpours, 
drenched  east  central  Erie,  southern  Genesee,  and 
northern  Wyoming  counties.  Buffalo  precipitation 
measurements  for  that  date,  a  mere  record  1.54 
inches,  did  not  even  approach  the  amounts  that  fell 
in  the  storm  areas.  Severe  flooding  occurred  in  the 
Tonawanda  and  Cayuga  Creek  drainages.  The 
Alden  and  Attica  areas  were  especially  hard  hit, 
resulting  in  much  damage,  and  in  the  case  of  the 
latter  town,  the  loss  of  human  life..  (Meteorological 
data  provided  by  the  National  Weather  Service 
Preliminary  Climatological  Data  for  Buffalo,  NY 
on  the  World  Wide  Web.) 

One  would  have  expected  the  July  8  storm 
to  have  caused  the  severe  loss  of  newly  fledged 
young  birds  and  the  destruction  of  late  nests. 


particularly  belonging  to  those  species  that  nest  on 
or  near  the  ground.  Comments  describing  such 
were  not  received.  However,  later  in  the  month 
this  observer  noted  the  complete  absence  of  species 
such  as  the  Spotted  Sandpiper  and  Louisiana 
Waterthrush  from  their  usual  habitats  in  the  gulfs, 
gullies,  and  ravines  of  northern  Wyoming  County. 
The  same  sites  appeared  to  be  completely  destroyed 
and  probably  very  unsuitable  as  nesting  habitat  for 
these  species  for  many  years  to  come. 

July  was  an  interesting  month  for  birds  and 
birders.  The  records  below  provide  interesting 
documentation  for  nesting  Double-crested 
Cormorants,  Great  Egrets,  Ospreys,  Northern 
Goshawks,  and  Peregrine  Falcons,  all  of  which  were 
absent  as  nesters  in  the  region  just  a  relatively  short 
few  years  ago.  There  are  now  two  Wyoming  County 
nesting  pairs  of  Northern  Goshawks.  On  the  minus 
side  was  the  need  for  the  Compiler  to  include  the 
observation  of  a  single  Common  Nighthawk  in  the 
City  of  Buffalo  in  July!  Were  there  observations  of 
this  species  elsewhere  in  the  B.O.S.  Area  during 
this  period  of  time?  During  this  writer’s  previous 
sojourn  in  Western  New  York,  compilers  seldom 
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found  a  need  to  record  July  records  unless  they 
were  noteworthy  nest  or  egg  dates. 

Also  interesting  are  the  summering  records 
of  non-nesting  diving  ducks,  an  event  not  too 
surprising,  however,  since  the  North  American 
populations  of  almost  all  ducks  are  currently  at  the 
highest  levels  in  many  decades.  The  July  shorebird 
migration  was  about  normal;  with  Lake  Erie  water 
levels  high;  the  trick  for  finding  shorebirds  was 
finding  suitable  habitat.  The  reader  is  also  referred 
to  the  reports  of  the  more  southern  species  like 
Acadian  Flycatcher,  White-eyed  Vireo,  Carolina 
Wren,  Northern  Mockingbird,  and  Pine  and  Prairie 
Warblers.  As  has  often  been  the  case  in  recent 
years,  certain  spots  in  Allegany  County  produced 
some  of  the  more  interesting  summer  and  nesting 
records  of  unusual  small  passerine  species,  i.e..  Pine 
and  Prairie  Warblers  and  Clay-colored  Sparrow. 


This  year,  on  July  1,  observers  in  that  county  had  a 
Red  Crossbill  thrown  in  for  good  measure! 

The  Niagara  Falls  Peregrine  Falcons 
continued  to  be  much  in  the  limelight.  On  July  26 
Pat  and  Bob  Andrle  experienced  a  sight  which  Bob 
described  as  follows:  "These  falcons  are  from  a  nest 
on  the  cliff  above  the  power  station  on  the  Canada 
side  of  the  gorge.  The  three  young  (apparently  a 
male  and  two  females)  and  the  adult  female  were 
continuously  flying-diving,  soaring,  swooping  at 
each  other  (the  immatures)  and  harassing  gulls  and 
eating  prey  (possibly  Northern  Rough-winged 
Swallow)  on  the  wing."  Hopefully,  sights  such  as 
this  will  become  regular  parts  of  the  Niagara  Falls 
experience  in  years  to  come. 

Richard  C.  Rosche 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Julv 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

10 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

D. -crested  Cormorant 

7 

22 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

ft 

10,23 

240,313 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

ft 

15 

63 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

ft 

15 

93+23  nests 

Reef  Lighthouse 

Watson 

Great  Blue  Heron 

2 

32  yg 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

ft 

25 

67 

Batavia  WWTP 

D'Anna,  Morgante 

Great  Egret 

2 

5  ad  +  2 1  yg 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

ft 

8,18 

U 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Chilton;  Morgante 
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Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Great  Egret 

10,21 

24,22 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

?t 

11-31 

1 

Tona  wanda  Twp. 

tf 

25 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

2,10 

15,21 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

ft 

25 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

American  Wigeon 

2 

33 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

it 

15 

1  ad  +  2  yg 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

tt 

25 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

ft 

26 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

American  Black  Duck 

25 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Northern  Shoveler 

7 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Northern  Pintail 

25 

3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Green- winged  Teal 

25 

4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Ring-necked  Duck 

24,25 

1,1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Greater  Scaup 

25 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lesser  Scaup 

1 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

ft 

7,25 

2,1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Oldsquaw 

24 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

ft 

26 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Red-br.  Merganser 

15 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

ft 

26 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Ruddy  Duck 

7,25 

13,22 

Batavia  WWTP 

Osprey 

4 

1  ad  +  1  yg 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

tf 

14,24 

2  ad  +  1  yg 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Northern  Goshawk 

3 

1  ad  +  1  yg 

Eagle  Twp. 

Peregrine  Falcon 

5 

2 

Buffalo 

tt 

26 

1  ad  +  3  yg 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Virginia  Rail 

18 

1  ad  +  2  yg 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A 

Common  Moorhen 

25 

6  ad+  12  yg 

Batavia  WWTP 

Semipalmated  Plover 

24F 

6 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

tt 

24F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

24F,25 

1,4 

Batavia  WWTP 

tt 

26 

1 

Morgan's  Pt.,  Ont. 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

15F;24 

7,30 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

tt 

15F 

14 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

it 

24 

7 

Batavia  WWTP 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

9F 

1 

Bennington  Twp. 

tt 

17 

1 

Buffalo 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

25 

16 

Batavia  WWTP 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

24F,28 

2,3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

ft 

24F 

2 

Wainfleet,  Ont. 

tt 

26 

4 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Sanderling 

15F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Observer 

Watson 

Hess 

Morgante,  D'Anna 
Watson 

Morgante,  D'Anna 

Watson 

Watson 

Morgante,  D'Anna 
Morgante  et  al 
Morgante,  D'Anna 
Watson,  Schlacter 
Morgante,  D'Anna 
Morgante,  D'Anna 
Watson;  Morgante,  D'Anna 
D'Anna 
Hess 

Watson;  Morgante,  D'Anna 

Yoerg 

Morgante 

Watson 

Morgante 

Watson;  Morgante,  D'Anna 

Hess 

Watson 

Watson 

Watson 

Andrle 

Morgante 

Morgante 

Yoerg 

Yoerg 

Watson;  Morgante,  D'Anna 

Morgante  et  al 

Watson;  Yoerg 

Watson 

Watson 

Morgante 

Yoerg 

Morgante,  D'Anna 

Yoerg 

Yoerg 

Morgante  et  al 
Watson 


102 


Vol.  64,  No.  8 


Name  of  Bird 

Julv 

Number 

Sanderling 

24 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

15F 

36 

ft 

24 

46 

Least  Sandpiper 

8F 

8 

tf 

9 

9 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

24F 

1 

tt 

29 

1 

*Stilt  Sandpiper 

15F 

3 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

29F 

1 

Dowitcher  species 

24 

1 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

15 

72 

tf 

24 

250 

n 

25 

1 

tt 

29 

240 

Caspian  Tern 

14 

3 

tt 

18 

1 

tt 

26 

1 

Black  Tern 

14 

7 

tf 

14 

2 

tt 

29 

1 

Common  Nighthawk 

2 

1 

Whip-poor-will 

11-13 

3  max. 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

10 

1 

tt 

12 

4  fledged 

tt 

14 

1 

tt 

19 

1 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

26 

2 

ft 

27 

1 

White-eyed  Vireo 

10 

1 

ft 

18 

1 

Common  Raven 

1,9,29 

1,3,1 

ft 

12 

2 

tt 

12 

1 

ft 

29 

3 

Bank  Swallow 

25 

1400 

Cliff  Swallow 

25 

2 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

8 

1 

Carolina  Wren  20,21,30 

1 

ft 

24 

2 

ft 

24 

1 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

1 

4 

ft 

5 

4 

tt 

12 

1 

ft 

12 

4 

Location 

Observer 

11 

Fort  Erie,  Ont.  Yoerg 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Chilton 

Bennington  Twp. 

Morgante 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Chilton 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Chilton 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante,  D'Anna 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D'Anna 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Morgante  et  al 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

Buffalo 

Morgante 

Wainfleet,  Ont. 

Yoerg;  Vallone,  Tarantino 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

S&T  O'Donnell 

Evangola  S.P. 

Forbes 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Watson 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Thill 

Sardinia  Twp. 

Davis 

Sheldon  Twp. 

Chilton 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Chilton 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Golden  Hill  S.F. 

Morgante 

Franklinville  Twp. 

Morgante 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante,  D'Anna 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante,  D'Anna 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Sardinia  Twp. 

Turisk 

Golden  Hill  S.F. 

Morgante 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Morgante 
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Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Northern  Mockingbird 

4 

2ad  +  2yg 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Turisk 

ft 

18 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

if 

18 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Nashville  Warbler 

6,13 

u 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Pine  Warbler 

1 

1 

Phillips  Creek  S.F. 

Chilton 

Prairie  Warbler 

2,6,15 

1,2,1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

I! 

2,17 

1,1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

14 

1  ad  +  1  yg 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Worm-eating  Warbler 

1,3 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Baird 

Mourning  Warbler 

3 

2 

Wainfleet  Bog,  Ont. 

Davis 

Hooded  Warbler 

26 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

Clav-col.  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Chilton 

u 

2,7,10 

1,2,1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Vesper  Sparrow 

2,3,11 

2,3,2 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Grasshopper  Sparrow  2,6,7,10 

U,2, 1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

II 

3 

2 

Pike  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

if 

5 

2 

Porter  Twp. 

S&T  O'Donnell 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

12 

1 

Hartland  Twp. 

S&T  O'Donnell 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

1,9 

2,2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bobolink 

18 

60 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

Orchard  Oriole 

27-30 

1 

Niagara  Falls(f) 

S.  O'Donnell 

Red  Crossbill 

1 

1 

Phillips  Creek  S.F. 

Chilton,  Yoerg 

Pine  Siskin 

12 

1 

Colden(f) 

Wojewodzki 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 253 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue . 1 

Total  for  year .  254 


Corrigendum 

In  the  “Month”  column  in  the  May,  1998  issue  of  the  Prothonotary  (vol.  64:5,  pp.  54-55),  the  writer 
made  an  egregious  error  in  reference  to  the  occurrence  of  the  Clay-colored  Sparrow  in  Allegany  County.  While 
commenting  on  this  sparrow’s  rarity  as  a  spring  migrant  and  summer  visitor  in  our  study  area,  he  remarked  that 
the  small  breeding  population  of  this  species  in  that  county  had  apparently  been  extirpated  “as  no  records  have 
been  received  by  our  compiler  since  1989.”  Actually  there  were  three  June  records  of  sightings  of  that  species 
submitted  to  our  compiler  since  1990  by  our  corresponding  member,  Elizabeth  Brooks  of  Alfred  Station,  NY: 
see  the  Prothonotary ,  vol.  57:7,  pg.  85  (1991);  vol.  58:7,  pg.  83  (1992)  and  vol.  61:7,  pg.  75  (1995).  The  writer 
thanks  our  compiler,  Mike  Morgante,  for  calling  this  error  to  his  attention. 

J.F.T. 


★★*****★ 
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Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  July  1998 

July  may  be  the  prime  of  the  region's  summer  season,  but  for  shorebirds,  it  is  already  time  to  turn  around 
and  head  south.  The  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  Ontario  is  the  place  to  be  at  this  time.  At  mid-month,  there  were 
seven  shorebird  species  reported  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park,  including  three  Stilt  Sandpipers.  Later  in  the 
month,  a  Whimbrel  was  found  near  Rock  Point. 

Also  on  the  Niagara  Peninsula,  calling  Whip-poor-wills  were  once  again  reported  from  one  of  their  few,  or 
only,  regular  summer  locations  in  the  region,  Wilson  Road  in  the  Wainfleet  peat  bog.  Another  regional  favorite, 
the  Prothonotary  Warbler,  was  reported  feeding  young  at  the  Windmill  Marsh  in  the  Oak  Orchard  Wildlife 
Management  Area.  Prothonotaries  were  not  reported  this  year  at  the  Sour  Springs  Road  bridge  in  the  the 
Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  And,  that  White-eyed  Vireo  was  still  singing  in  the  Tonawanda  Wildlife 
Management  Area  late  in  July. 

David  F.  Suggs 


Reminder  To  Members 

By  now,  all  B.O.S.  members  should  have  received  their  copy  of  the  1998  edition  of  the  Verification  Date 
Guide.  If  you  have  not  yet  sent  in  your  $3.00  payment,  please  take  this  opportunity  to  do  so.  Make  your  check 
payable  to  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  and  send  to  the  treasurer:  Lynne  Landon,  139  Jackson  Street, 
Youngstown,  NY  14174 .  You  may  also  pay  at  the  September  meetings. 

BOS  MEETINGS 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact 
Michael  Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December. 
Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo, 
New  York. 

Sept.  23: 


Oct.  14: 


Oct.  28: 
Nov.  11: 
Dec.  9: 
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Dr.  Sarah  Morris  from  Canisius  College  will  give  a  presentation  on  fall  warbler  identification. 
Also,  a  discussion  of  proposed  changes  to  the  Society’s  dues  structure  and  a  vote  on  the  same. 
This  matter  is  important  to  the  future  of  the  B.O.S.,  be  there  and  participate. 

Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers.  This  is  your  opportunity  to  find  out  what  is  happening 
in  your  orgamzation  and  to  have  a  say  in  its  future. 

Gull  Identification  Video. 

Gull  Identification  Video. 

Annual  Holiday  Celebration.  Please  bring  a  treat  to  share  and  enjoy  an  evening  of  birding 
friendship. 


.1.1.. 1.1. .1.1.. .1.1. .1.1. i 
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FIELD  TRIPS 

Sept.  19-20:  Saturday- Sunday.  Hawk  Cliff,  Ont.  Hawk  watching  weekend.  This  is  at  a  new  location:  Port 
Burwell  Provincial  Park,  on  the  lake,  20  miles  east  of  Hawk  Cliff  The  site  has  proven  equally 
good  and  without  the  problems.  The  Hawk  Cliff  Foundation  will  be  there  weekends  of  Sept.  19, 
26,  and  Oct.  11.  Bill  Burch  (773-3690)  will  get  more  details. 

Sept.  25-27:  Friday-Sunday.  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs  Annual  Meeting  at  Rochester,  NY.  Come  for  part 
of  the  weekend  or  all  of  it.  Call  Gail  Seamans  for  details  (762-9211,  daytime). 

Oct.  1 1 :  Sunday.  BOS  October  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  TBA. 

Oct.  18:  Sunday.  Iroquois  N.W.R.  and  Batavia  WWTP.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Tanning  Bed.  0.1  mi.  east  of 

Main  &  Transit  on  the  south  side  of  Main.  Leader:  Gail  Seamans  (762-9211  daytime). 

Oct.  24:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  Counties.  Meet  at  8:00 

a.m.  in  Wright’s  Comers  an  Rt.  78  at  Tops  market  just  north  of  the  Rt.  104  intersection.  Leader: 
Willie  D'Anna  (731-4348). 

Oct.  25:  Sunday.  End  of  Daylight  Saving  Time,  set  clocks  back  one  hour. 

Nov.  22:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS,  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  a.m. 

at  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob  Brooke  of  BOS  (876- 
5862). 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Lynne  Landon,  139  Jackson  Street,  Youngstown,  NY  14174. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $1.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224.  E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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There  was  very  little  weather  of  interest 
during  the  month  of  August.  It  was  generally 
pleasant  with  long  periods  of  dry,  comfortable 
conditions  alternated  with  shorter,  warm,  muggy, 
spells.  All  the  weekends  were  favourable  for 
outdoor  activities.  The  average  temperature  was 
71.2  (F),  about  two  degrees  below  normal.  Once 
again  there  were  no  official  90-degree  temperatures 
recorded  at  Buffalo,  although  most  suburban  areas 
reached  that  mark  on  August  8.  Eighty-degree 
readings  were  reached  on  16  days.  No  records  were 
set  for  the  month.  Precipitation  varied  across  the 
region;  the  official  total  of  1.74  inches  was  less  than 
half  the  normal.  Areas  south  and  east  of  Buffalo 
were  green  from  normal  rainfall,  while  areas  to  the 
north  were  dry  and  parched.  Conditions  in  Niagara 
County  were  somewhat  relieved  on  August  24  when 
severe  storms  raked  the  area,  causing  many  trees  to 
come  down  in  Niagara  Falls.  Sunshine  totalled  just 
56  percent  of  the  possible,  some  eight  points  less 
Double-crested  Cormorants  continued  their 
explosive  population  increase!  Summering,  non¬ 
nesting  diving  duck  reports  continued,  with  the 
Greater  Scaup  and  Oldsquaw  reports  this  month 


than  usual.  Fog,  smoke,  or  haze  prevailed  on  15 
days.  Lake  Erie  water  temperatures  held  steady  at 
74  degrees  for  most  of  the  month. 

The  three  summer  months  of  June,  July,  and 
August  were  as  a  whole  yery  pleasant.  The  three- 
month  temperature  readings  were  exactly  normal. 
Rainfall  was  officially  nine  inches,  1.8  inches 
below  normal,  with  normal  amounts  south  and  east 
of  Buffalo,  and  below  normal  amounts  on  the 
lakeshores  and  to  the  north.  Sunshine  was  57%  of 
the  possible,  eight  points  shy  of  the  usual  amount. 
There  were  no  90-degree  days  for  the  third 
consecutive  summer.  The  memorable  thing  about 
1998  was  the  length  of  the  summer,  which  can 
arguably  be  said  to  have  begun  in  April. 
(Meteorological  data  provided  by  the  National 
Weather  Service  Preliminary  Climatological  Data 
for  Buffalo,  NY  on  the  World  Wide  Web). 

As  to  be  expected  in  any  August,  water  birds 
dominated  the  ornithological  scene  this  year. 

being  the  most  interesting.  Of  the  23  species  of 
shorebirds  observed,  two  were  of  special  interest  to 
most  observers.  A  Piping  Plover  graced  the  shore  at 
Woodlawn  Beach  State  Park  on  August  20-21, 


107 


Vol.  64,  No.  9 


where  it  was  studied  by  numerous  birders.  This 
endangered  species  with  Great  Lakes  populations 
near  an  all-time  low,  had  been  noted  in  the  B.O.S. 
study  area  on  six  previous  occasions  since  1964,  the 
most  recent  being  on  August  23,  1990  at  Crescent 
Beach,  Ont.  All  but  one  of  the  records  was  from  the 
autumn  migration  period.  The  August  20  Marbled 
Godwit  observation  from  the  Tonawanda  Wildlife 
Management  Area  was  the  eleventh  record  for  the 
B.O.S.  study  area  since  1964.  Seven  of  the  previous 
records  of  this  large  shorebird  were  from  the  month 
of  August,  with  an  average  date  of  about  August  25. 
White-rumped  Sandpipers  were  unusually  common 
on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  at  Rock  Point 
Provincial  Park. 

Warblers  were  also  much  in  evidence, 
particularly  in  good  migration  traps  during  the  last 
half  of  the  month.  Minor  cold  fronts  that  passed 
through  the  area  on  August  12  and  18  produced  fair 
results.  Also  of  interest  among  the  passerine 


species,  were  the  high  counts  of  Bank  Swallows  and 
Bobolinks.  Allegany  County  observers  reported  a 
Red  Crossbill  in  July,  but  August  produced  up  to 
four  of  the  White-winged  species.  Is  this  an  omen  of 
the  winter  to  come? 

A  postscript  to  my  comments  for  July  in 
relation  to  the  severe  floods  that  happened  in  parts 
of  Erie,  Genesee,  and  Wyoming  Counties,  is  an 
interesting  observation  that  Robert  Andrle  made  in 
regard  to  the  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow. 
This  species  is  fairly  common  as  a  nester  in  the 
ravines  ands  gullies  of  Western  New  York.  After 
the  July  8  flood,  Andrle  could  not  find  any  in  the 
usual  places  where  they  had  previously  been  found. 

Richard  C.  Rosche 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1998)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Aug. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

2 

1 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

tf 

23 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Morgante 

D. -crested  Cormorant 

14 

980 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

if 

19 

117 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

if 

9 

260 

Reef  Lighthouse 

Watson 

if 

22 

75 

Batavia  WWTP 

-  Morgante 

*Least  Bittern 

10 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Great  Egret 

1,7 

3,7 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante;  Hess 

it 

2 

1 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Great  Egret 

tf 

f! 

ff 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

ft 

ff 

American  Black  Duck 
Northern  Shoveler 
Green- winged  Teal 

ff 

ff 

Ring-necked  Duck 
Lesser  Scaup 

ft 

Oldsquaw 

ff 

Common  Goldeneye 
Red-br.  Merganser 

ff 

ff 

ff 

Common  Merganser 
Ruddy  Duck 
Osprey 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

Bald  Eagle 
Broad-winged  Hawk 
Black-bellied  Plover 

ff 

ff 

ff 

Amer.  Golden-Plover 
Semipalmated  Plover 

ff 

*Piping  Plover 

ff 

If 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

ff 

Solitary  Sandpiper 


Aug. 

Number 

3-23 

1 

6 

2 

8 

1 

8 

5 

1,9 

3,3 

6 

1 

31 

2 

22 

1 

22 

95 

8 

2 

13 

3 

22 

13 

22 

1 

6 

2 

22 

2 

7 

1 

23 

1 

30 

2 

7 

1 

19 

1 

30 

15 

31 

1 

19 

3 

6,22 

18,22 

8 

1 

9 

2 

9 

2  +  l  yg. 

16 

1 

26 

1 

9,26 

2imm.,limm. 

9 

1 

13F 

2 

13F 

2 

2 1  ;22 

7,13 

23;30 

16,70 

3  OF 

1 

9 

15 

21 

18 

20 

1 

20 

1 

21 

1 

11 

14 

25 

2 

22 

2 

Location 

Tonawanda  Twp. 
Batavia  WWTP 
Tifft  N.P. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Batavia  WWTP 
Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 
Batavia  WWTP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Tifft  N.P. 

Queenston  Reservoir 
Batavia  WWTP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Rock  Point  P.P. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Port  Colbome,  Ont. 
Dunnville,  Ont. 
Morgan's  Pt.,  Ont. 
Ft.Erie-Pt.  Colbome 
Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 
Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Batavia  WWTP 
Tifft  N.P. 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Dayton  Twp. 

Lake  LaSalle  (UB) 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Windmill  Pt.,  Ont. 
Queenston  Reservoir 
Fort  Erie,  Ont. 
Dunnville,  Ont. 
Dunnville,  Ont. 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Tifft  N.P. 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 
Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 
Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 
Pomfret  Twp. 

Wales  Twp. 

Tifft  N.P. 


Observer 

Hess 

Watson 

Yoerg 

Yoerg 

Morgante 

Watson 

Andrle,  Thill 

Morgante 

Morgante 

Watson 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Morgante 

Morgante 

Watson 

Morgante 

Andrle 

Morgante 

R&D  Rosche 

Andrle,  Thill 

Watson 

R&D  Rosche 

Andrle,  Thill 

Watson 

Watson,  Morgante 
Watson 
Morgante  et  al 
Watson 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
Schopp 

D’Anna;  Roberson 
D'Anna  et  al 
Roy,  Smith 
D'Anna,  Potter 
Andrle;  Yoerg 
D'Anna;  Yoerg 
Yoerg,  Henderson 
Morgante 
Roberson 
Andrle 
Watson 
Roberson 
Moshers 
O.  Rosche 
Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Aug. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Upland  Sandpiper 

9 

2 

Avondale  WWTP 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

tt 

19 

1 

Clarence  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

*Marbled  Godwit 

9 

1 

Tona wanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

*Red  Knot 

19F,23,30 

1,3,4 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson;  Yoerg 

tt 

21 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Andrle,  Thill 

ft 

22 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Sanderling 

16 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

tt 

21 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Roberson 

tt 

23 

40 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Morgante  et  al 

*Westem  Sandpiper 

11-12 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Least  Sandpiper 

1,9 

75,36 

Tona  wanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

7F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle,  Thill 

tt 

19;23 

55,85 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson;  D'Anna 

tt 

20;21 

1,2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Andrle;  Roberson 

*Baird's  Sandpiper 

13F 

1 

Avondale  WWTP,  Ont. 

Roy,  Smith 

tt 

22 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D'Anna,  Miga 

tt 

23 

2 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

ft 

30 

1 

Smithville  WWTP 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Dunlin 

21F 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Roberson 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

9 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

*Buff-br.  Sandpiper 

30 

1 

Smithville  WWTP 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Short-b.  Do witcher 

9,22 

3,5 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante;  Watson 

tt 

11 

4 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

ft 

22,23 

3,5 

Tifft  N.P. 

D'Anna;  Morgante 

Dowitcher  species 

23 

9 

Avondale  WWTP,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Common  Snipe 

9 

9 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante  et  al 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

30 

65 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

R&D  Rosche 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 

23 

32 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

Caspian  Tern 

9 

4 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante  et  al 

tt 

20 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Andrle 

ft 

22 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

tt 

23 

5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

tt 

28 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Hess 

ft 

30 

1 

Port  Colbome,  Ont. 

R&D  Rosche 

*Forster's  Tern 

22,30 

3,2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

tt 

29 

2 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle 

Black  Tern 

1 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

tt 

22 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Common  Nighthawk 

13-31 

1 5  max. 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

tt 

16 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

D'Anna 

tt 

21 

10 

Amherst  Twp. 

.  D'Anna,  Potter 

ft 

30 

4 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

1-31 

1  ad  +  yg 

Evangola  S.P. 

Forbes 

tt 

16 

2 

Point  Gratiot 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Red-headed  Wdpr. 
Acadian  Flycatcher 
Alder  Flycatcher 

tf 

White-eyed  Vireo 
Common  Raven 
Bank  Swallow 
Cliff  Swallow 
Carolina  Wren 

ft 

t! 

ft 

If 

It 

II 

II 

II 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 
Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 
Blue-winged  Warbler 
Tennessee  Warbler 

fl 

Nashville  Warbler 

It 

Yellow  Warbler 
Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

It 

Magnolia  Warbler 

It 

Cape  May  Warbler 

it 

Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

it 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

II 

Blackburnian  Warbler 
Pine  Warbler 
Prairie  Warbler 
Bay-breasted  Warbler 

II 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

It 

Cerulean  Warbler 
Northern  Waterthrush 


Aug. 

Number 

30 

2 

15 

2 

9 

1 

12 

2 

1 

1 

1,5 

2,1 

22 

2200 

6 

1 

1-31 

3  max. 

7;30 

1,3 

11-13 

2 

15 

1 

19 

1 

22 

1 

23 

1 

30 

1 

30 

2 

31 

4 

8 

1 

23 

1 

3  OF 

1 

3  OF 

1 

29 

1 

30F 

1 

31 

7 

23 

2 

3  OF 

1 

19F 

1 

19F 

1 

30F 

4 

31 

2 

29F 

1 

30 

1 

23F 

1 

30 

1 

23F 

1 

31F 

1 

31 

1 

23F 

1 

29 

1 

23F 

1 

30 

1 

15 

1 

12 

1 

Location 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 
Alexander  Preserve 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 

West  Almond  Twp. 
Tona wanda  W.M.A. 
Andover  Twp. 
Batavia  WWTP 
Batavia  WWTP 
East  Aurora 
Rock  Point  P.P. 
Evangola  S.P. 

Pike  Twp. 

Eden  Valley  (f) 

Tifft  N.P. 

Point  Gratiot 
Windmill  Pt.,  Ont. 
Goat  Island 
Alfred  Twp. 
Wheatfield  Twp. 
Morgan's  Pt.,  Ont. 
Rock  Point  P.P. 

Goat  Island 
Alfred  Twp. 

Goat  Island 
Goat  Island 
Erie  Beach,  Ont. 
Niagara  Falls 
Rock  Point  P.P. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Fort  Erie,  Ont.  Yoerg, 
Goat  Island 
Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Goat  Island 
Rock  Point  P.P. 
Niagara  Falls 
Morgan's  Pt.,  Ont. 
Goat  Island 
Alfred  Twp. 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 
Alfred  Twp. 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 
Alexander  Preserve 
Attica 


Observer 
R&D  Rosche 
D'Anna,  Potter 
D'Anna,  Watson 
Brooks 
Morgante 
Brooks 
Morgante 
Watson 
R&D  Rosche 
Andrle;  Yoerg 
Forbes 
Fox 
Andrle 

D'Anna,  Potter 
Watson 
R&D  Rosche 
Roberson 
Brooks 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Potter,  D'Anna 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Roberson 

Brooks 

Roberson 

Roberson 

Potter,  D'Anna 

Roberson 

Watson 

Watson 

Henderson 

D'Anna,  Potter 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Roberson 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Roberson 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Roberson 

Brooks 

Potter,  D'Anna 
Brooks 

„  Potter,  D'Anna 
Yoerg,  Henderson 
D'Anna,  Potter 
R&D  Rosche 
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Name  of  Bird 

Aug. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Northern  Waterthrush 

16F 

1  Lewiston  Twp. 

Coc 

Mourning  Warbler 

19F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

Hooded  Warbler 

8F 

1 

Buffalo 

Mueller 

Wilson's  Warbler 

28F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D.Rosche  et  al 

n 

30 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Canada  Warbler 

3  OF 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

12 

1 

West  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bobolink 

9 

80 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

ft 

22 

16 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

White-w.  Crossbill 

12,20 

4,1 

West  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 254 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue . 8 

Total  for  year . 262 


★★★★★★★★ 

BOS  Shorebird  Trip,  August  23, 1998 

This,  the  third  of  Richard  Byron’s  Lake  Erie  trips,  normally  would  head  for  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  in 
Ontario.  However,  this  time  Woodlawn  Beach  and  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  had  excellent  prospects  so  the  leader 
chose  to  go  there.  One  much-appreciated  feature  was  that  we  had  four  hours  of  good  birding  and  only  30 
minutes  of  driving. 

At  Woodlawn  Beach  the  22  participants  hoped  that  the  piping  plover  seen  on  Thursday  and  Friday  was  still 
there.  We  walked  half-mile  of  beach  while  studying  the  four  gull  species,  including  many  Ringbills  in  first 
winter  plumage.  As  a  special  treat  a  Whimbrel  feeding  at  the  shore  took  flight  low  over  our  heads  calling 
loudly.  At  the  mouth  of  Rush  Creek  at  the  north  end  of  the  beach  we  were  pleased  to  find  the  Piping  Plover  still 
there.  The  light  brown  of  the  head  rendered  the  dark  band  across  the  head  highly  visible,  unlike  that  of  the 
Semi-palmated  Plover  in  which  the  head  band  mingles  with  the  dark  head.  Sanderlings  and  a  Kestrel  completed 
the  list  there. 

A  few  minutes  later  we  were  at  the  Mosquito  Junction  lookout  at  Tifft.  Low  water  in  the  march  this  year 
produced  a  good  mud  flat.  About  50  shorebirds  there  included  White-rumped  and  Solitary  Sandpipers,  Semi- 
pol.  And  Least  Sandpipers,  Semi-pol.  Plover,  Short-billed  Dowitcher,  Killdeer,  lesser  Yellowlegs,  Spotted  and 
Pectoral  Sandpipers;  also  five  Green  Herons.  Nearby  warblers  were  Redstart,  Yellow,  Myrtle,  and  Magnolia. 
Also  of  interest  were  Caspian  Tern,  Oriole,  Great  Cr.  Flycatcher,  Kingfisher,  Purple  Martin  (1),  Ruby-thr. 
Hummingbird,  Swamp  and  Song  Sparrow.  Altogether  42  species  were  recorded. 

We  ended  this  productive  and  low-key  trip  by  eating  our  lunches  at  the  outdoor  tables  at  Tifft  Nature 
Preserve. 

Bill  Burch 
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Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  August  1998 

The  summer  shorebird  migration  provided  some  exciting  Dial-a-Bird  accounts  during  August.  Vagrants, 
rarities  and  record  counts  provided  the  month’s  highlights. 

The  first  Hotline  call  in  quite  some  time  went  out  on  August  9,  when  Bill  Watson  found  a  vagrant  Marbled 
Godwit  at  the  Klossen  Marsh  in  the  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area.  Though  searched  for  by  many 
birders,  the  Godwit  was  apparently  not  re-found.  Another  vagrant  shorebird  reported  to  Dial-a-Bird  was  an 
American  Avocet,  found  on  August  10  in  an  irrigation  pond  on  Van  Buren  Road  in  the  Town  of  Pomfret. 

A  Hotline  bird  that  did  linger  long  enough  to  reward  many  observers  was  a  Piping  Plover  at  Woodlawn 
Beach  State  Park  in  Hamburg.  News  of  Bob  Andrle's  initial  find  was  spread  rapidly  through  the  Hotline  and  the 
Internet,  and  the  plover  cooperatively  remained  at  this  location  until  at  least  August  26. 

Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  in  Ontario  is  certainly  the  place  for  White-rumped  Sandpipers  in  the  region.  On 
August  19,  a  count  of  55  White-rumps  more  than  doubled  the  previous  regional  record  of  26,  which  were  also 
found  at  Rock  Point  in  August  1990.  The  new  record  was  eclipsed  a  few  days  later  when  the  count  went  up  to 
85  White-rumped  Sandpipers  on  the  23rd. 

David  F.  Suggs 


Hamburg  Hawk  Watch  1998 

Last  year  we  attributed  the  lack  of  a  really  good  hawk  migration  at  Hamburg  to  the  fact  that  ice  remained  in 
the  eastern  end  of  Lake  Erie  until  late  April.  This  year,  thanks  to  a  remarkably  mild  winter,  there  was  no  ice  in 
the  lake  during  any  of  the  migration  period  and  our  seasonal  total  of  6677  exceeded  last  year”  number  by  only 
604  birds  and  we  spent  four  hours  fewer  at  the  watch  this  year.  Had  we  been  able  to  obtain  better  coverage 
particularly  in  March  (only  13  days  covered)  and  May  (1  day  only)  and  during  afternoon  hours  in  April,  we 
could  possibly  have  reached  10,00  hawks  -  about  the  optimum  we  can  reach  at  Hamburg  barring  a  major 
Broadwing  flight  over  the  cemetery. 

About  90%  of  the  count  was  taken  at  Lakeside  Cemetery  on  Camp  Road  in  the  Town  of  Hamburg.  On  days 
of  strong  easterly  winds  when  the  birds  are  blown  closer  to  the  lake,  we  watched  from  the  Little  League 
ballpark  on  Rogers  Road  just  across  from  the  back  of  the  cemetery.  Most  of  the  birds  counted  can  be  seen  from 
the  cemetery  site  but  at  a  distance  that  makes  identification  more  difficult.  We  realize  that  a  great  many  hawks 
pass  on  a  broad  front  to  the  east  of  us  but  feel  it  is  better  to  take  a  sampling  of  the  migration  from  a  specific, 
established  watch  rather  than  to  attempt  to  census  the  migration  over  a  large  urban  and  suburban  area. 

We  will  need  more  volunteer  counters  if  we  are  to  continue  monitoring  the  migration  at  Hamburg.  Better 
results  can  certainly  be  obtained  if  more  members  would  consider  giving  several  hours  or  a  day  on  a  regular 
basis  each  week.  There  were  a  few  days  this  year  when  more  than  20  people  were  present  but  unfortunately 
there  were  days  when  there  were  two  or  one  or  none.  Bob  Andrle  and  Jim  Landau  were  especially  generous, 
giving  a  great  deal  of  their  free  time  in  March  and  April  to  the  watch.  Many  others  -  Alec  Humann,  Joe  and 
John  Thill,  Linda  Holmes,  Jack  Skalicky,  Don  Roberson,  Barbara  Walker,  and  Mike  Turisk  came  several  times 
to  lend  their  eyes  and  skills.  Thanks  to  all  who  contributed. 

Fran  Rew 
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4/29  11  14  5  207  4  528  10  3  782 

4/30  2 _ 3  81  2  1 _ 143  6 _ 2 _ 240 

Total  888  60  3  20  535  31  5  14  2183  284  14  1  27  1  32  4098 
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May,  1998 


Date 

TV 

OS 

NH  SS 

CH 

BW 

RT 

AK  Total 

5/1 

50 

2 

1  45 

4 

184 

12 

1  299 

Abbreviations:  TV-  Turkey  Vulture,  OS-  Osprey,  BE-  Bald  Eagle,  NH-  Northern  Harrier,  SS-  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawk,  CH-  Cooper’s  Hawk,  GH-  Goshawk,  RS-  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  BW-  Broad-winged  Hawk,  RT- 
Red-tailed  Hawk,  RL-  Rough-legged  Hawk,  GE-  Golden  Eagle,  AK-  American  Kestrel,  PG-  Peregrine  Falcon, 
UA-  Unidentified  Accipiter,  UB-  Unidentified  Buteo,  UR-  Unidentified  Raptor. 

********* 


Reminder  To  Members 

By  now,  all  B.O.S.  members  should  have  received  their  copy  of  the  1998  edition  of  the  Verification  Date 
Guide.  If  you  have  not  yet  sent  in  your  S3. 00  payment,  please  take  this  opportunity  to  do  so.  Make  your  check 
payable  to  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  and  send  to  the  treasurer:  Lynne  Landon,  139  Jackson  Street, 
Youngstown,  NY  14174. 


BOS  MEETINGS 

— 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact 
Michael  Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December. 
Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo, 
New  York. 

Oct.  28:  Gull  Identification  Video. 

Nov.  1 1 :  Gull  Identification  Video. 

Dec.  9:  Annual  Holiday  Celebration.  Please  bring  a  treat  to  share  and  enjoy  an  evening  of  birding 

friendship. 


******** 
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FIELD  TRIPS 


Oct.  18:  Sunday.  Iroquois  N.W.R.  and  Batavia  WWTP.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Tanning  Bed.  0.1  mi.  east  of 

Main  &  Transit  on  the  south  side  of  Mam.  Leader:  Gail  Seamans  (762-921 1  daytime). 

Oct.  24:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  Counties.  Meet  at  8:00 

a.m.  in  Wright’s  Comers  an  Rt.  78  at  Tops  market  just  north  of  the  Rt.  104  intersection.  Leader: 
Willie  D’Anna  (731-4348). 

Oct.  25:  Sunday.  End  of  Daylight  Saving  Time,  set  clocks  back  one  hour. 

Nov.  22:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS,  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  a.m. 

at  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob  Brooke  of  BOS  (876- 
5862). 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Diai-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Lynne  Landon,  139  Jackson  Street,  Youngstown,  NY  14174. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $1.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224.  E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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THE  MONTH:  September,  1998 


For  those  who  enjoy  weather  and 
climate  information  and  statistics, 
September  had  a  lot  to  offer.  Locally,  the 
pleasant  summer  of  1998  continued  through 
September.  Long  periods  of  dry,  warm 
weather  were  interrupted  only  briefly  by 
rainy,  cool  spells.  The  average  temperature 
of  63.7°  (F)  was  nearly  two  degrees  above 
average,  enough  to  make  it  the  warmest 
September  in  13  years.  No  new  temperature 
records  were  established.  Lake  Erie  water 
temperatures  fell  to  67  degrees  by  months 
end,  three  degrees  above  the  long  term 
average.  Precipitation  was  rather  sparse 
across  the  region  with  the  official  total  being 
about  an  inch  below  normal.  Continuing  the 
trend  established  in  August,  less  rain  fell  in 
Buffalo  and  around  the  lakes  than  farther  to 
the  south  and  east.  Sunshine  was  55%  of  the 
possible,  only  two  points  below  the  normal 
57%.  Fog,  smoke,  or  haze  prevailed  on  18 
days. 

A  real  taste  of  autumn  arrived  on 
September  22-24,  coinciding  with  the 


autumn  equinox.  Cooler  than  normal 
temperatures  prevailed,  rain  fell  almost 
everywhere,  and  the  first  light  touches  of 
frost  were  felt  in  some  southern  tier  valleys. 
The  Niagara  Falls  area  was  again  hit  by 
devastating  storms;  widespread  destruction 
and  damage  was  caused  on  September  6  by 
very  severe  thunderstorms.  On  September 
27  another  very  severe  storm  brought 
baseball  size  hail  to  Niagara  Falls  when 
much  damage  was  done  to  automobiles  and 
greenhouses.  It  was  the  largest  hail  in 
memory  for  the  region.  (Meteorological  data 
provided  by  the  National  Weather  Service 
Preliminary  Climatological  Data  for 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  on  the  World  Wide  Web). 

September  hit  the  United  States 
record  books  for  being  the  hottest  ever.  A 
massive  high  pressure  system  sat  over  much 
of  the  country,  causing  extraordinarily  high 
heat  in  26  states  and  unusually  hot 
conditions  in  18  more.  September 
temperatures  even  beat  the  heat  of  the  Dust 
Bowl  years  of  the  1 930's.  Globally, 
September  was  the  warmest  ever  recorded. 
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These  facts  should  be  of  interest  to  the 
global  warming  theory  enthusiasts!  (Data 
from  The  Buffalo  News,  October  7  and  17, 
1998). 

September  was  a  normal  autumn 
migration  month  with  waves  of  small 
passerines  and  good  numbers  of  shorebirds 
moving  through  on  certain  days.  A  glance  at 
the  Noteworthy  Records  below  indicates 
that  a  number  of  species,  i.e.,  Snow  Goose, 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet,  several  warblers. 
White-crowned  Sparrow,  and  Rusty 
Blackbird,  moved  into  the  region  from 
elsewhere  unusually  early  in  the  month.  One 
would  have  expected  the  opposite  extreme 
considering  the  exceedingly  mild  weather 
and  the  many  spells  when  little  bird 
movement  was  evident.  However,  early 
Snow  Geese  should  not  be  too  surprising, 
this  probably  reflects  the  huge,  much  above 
normal  continental  populations  that  exist  at 
the  present  time.  First  it  was  too  many 
Canada  Geese... now  it  is  too  many  Snow 
Geese  also! 

The  1158  Double-crested  Cormor¬ 
ants  roosting  on  the  three  electric  towers  in 


the  Niagara  River  off  Buckhom  Island  State 
Park  provided  a  record  high  count  for  the 
B.O.S.  study  area.  There  were  two 
interesting  "inland”  Common  Merganser 
reports;  one  was  from  the  Allegheny 
Reservoir  where  they  were  first  reported  in 
1988.  The  Arcade  birds  appeared  to  be 
young  of  the  year,  indicating  the  possibility 
of  local  nesting  in  the  Cattaraugus  Creek 
drainage,  a  first  for  Wyoming  County.  At 
least  one  Peregrine  Falcon,  presumably  one 
of  the  local  birds,  was  still  at  Niagara  Falls 
at  the  end  of  the  month.  A  lone  Hudsonian 
Godwit  at  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  on  Sept.  6 
provided  the  twelfth  September  record  for 
the  region  and  the  first  since  1992;  it  was 
noted  on  the  Hollowing  day  by  several 
Ontario  birders.  September  29  seemed  a  bit 
early  for  as  many  as  6-7  adult  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  at  Goat  Island;  the  Dial-a-Bird 
notes  indicate  one  also  there  on  September 
26.  Dial-a-Bird  also  noted  two  White¬ 
winged  Crossbills  in  the  Chautauqua  County 
town  of  Charlotte  on  September  13. 

Richard  C.  Rosche 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1998)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 
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Name  of  Bird 

Common  Loon 
D. -crested  Cormorant 

ft 

Least  Bittern 
Great  Egret 

n 

I! 

II 

Green  Heron 
Snow  Goose 
Mute  Swan 
Ring-necked  Duck 
Greater  Scaup 
Lesser  Scaup 
White-winged  Scoter 
Oldsquaw 

Common  Goldeneye 
Red-br.  Merganser 
Common  Merganser 

If 

It 

Osprey 

ff 

Bald  Eagle 
Merlin 

tf 

ff 

Peregrine  Falcon 
Black-bellied  Plover 

ft 

ff 

i  " 

>  Amer.  Golden-Plover 

If 

tl 

It 

Semipalmated  Plover 
Lesser  Yellowlegs 
Solitary  Sandpiper 

tf 

Spotted  Sandpiper 
*Whimbrel 
*Hudsonian  Godwit 

Red  Knot 


Sept. 

Number 

27 

1 

18,30 

1158.892 

19 

175 

10 

1 

11 

1 

12,16,22 

11,18,14 

19 

2 

24 

1 

28 

3 

27F 

1  wh.+l  bl. 

20 

2 

19F 

1 

29F 

13 

12F 

1 

27F 

1 

13 

1 

6 

1 

9 

1 

3 

19 

16 

27 

27 

15 

12 

1 

25 

1 

22 

1  imm. 

19F 

1 

19F 

1 

20 

1 

29 

1 

6,27 

9,6 

7 

22 

14 

3 

16 

9 

7 

3 

13 

15 

14 

27 

20 

1 

5 

60 

7 

40 

13 

6 

24 

1 

21 

1 

7 

1 

6 

1 

6,20 

4,2 

Location 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 
Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 
Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 
Woodlawn  Beach  S.P 
Times  Beach,  Bflo. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Tiffi  N.P. 

Burgeson  W.S. 

Jos.  Davis  S.P. 

Wilson  Twp. 

Wilson  Twp. 

Tiffi  N.P. 

Niagara  Falls 
Black  Rock  Canal 
Fort  Niagara  S.P. 
Rock  Point  P.P. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 
Niagara  Falls 
Arcade 

Allegheny  Reservoir 
Golden  Hill  S.P. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 

West  Seneca  Twp. 
Kenmore 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 
Wilson  Twp. 

Port  Colbome,  Ont. 
Niagara  Falls 
Fort  Erie,  Ont. 
Dunnville,  Ont. 
Batavia  Twp. 
Allegheny  Reservoir 
Dunnville,  Ont. 
Smithville  WWTP 
Batavia  Twp. 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 
Tiffi  N.P. 

Smithville  WWTP 
Smithville  WWTP 
Burgeson  W.S. 

Jos.  Davis  S.P. 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 
Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 
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Observer 

Morgante 

Watson 

Andrle 

Andrle 

Hess 

Chilton 

Watson 

Watson 

S&T  ODonnell 

S&T  ODonnell 

S&T  ODonnell 

D'Anna 

D'Anna 

Jn.  Thill 

Kehlenbeck 

Andrle,  Thill 

Klick 

Potter 

R&D  Rosche 

Watson 

Watson 

Kehlenbeck 

Turisk 

Thill 

Andrle 

D'Anna 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
D'Anna,  Potter 
Yoerg;  Morgante 
Yoerg,  Henderson 
Kehlenbeck 
Watson 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
Yoerg,  Henderson 
Kehlenbeck 
Yoerg 
Morgante 
Yoerg,  Henderson 
Yoerg,  Henderson 
Watson 

S&T  ODonnell 
Jn.  Thill 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
Klick;  Yoerg 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sent. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red  Knot 

6 

7 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Sanderling 

6,19 

40,35 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Klick;  S&T  ODonnell 

fl 

13 

50 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

fl 

13 

2 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

S&T  ODonnell 

ff 

16 

1 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

?! 

27 

10 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Turisk 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

13 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle,  Thill 

Dunlin 

20 

4 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

27 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante 

Dowitcher  species 

13,20 

3,1 

West  Lincoln,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Common  Snipe 

24 

7 

Burgeson  W.S. 

Watson 

American  Woodcock 

19 

1 

Tiffi  N.P. 

Watson 

Lesser  Black-b.  Gull 

29F 

6 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Caspian  Tern 

27L 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante 

?! 

27L 

4 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Turisk 

Forster's  Tern 

13,20 

2,1 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

If 

25 

2 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Hess 

ft 

27 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante 

Common  Nighthawk 

5-13 

6  max. 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

It 

12 

2 

Alabama  Twp. 

Kehlenbeck 

If 

18,29 

19,20 

Goat  Island 

S&T  O'Donnell;  D'Anna 

If 

19 

2 

Depew 

Barber 

ft 

19 

3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

S&T  ODonnell 

Chimney  Swift 

25 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

T.  ODonnell 

Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 

13 

1 

Eden  Valley  (f) 

Andrle 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

6 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

If 

17,20 

4,2 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

S&T  ODonnell 

if 

28 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

S.  ODonnell 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

19F 

2 

Tiffi  N.P. 

Watson 

ll 

22 

1 

Oakfield  Twp. 

Kehlenbeck 

*01ive-s.  Flycatcher 

16F 

1 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Watson 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

16 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Watson 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

23L 

1 

Tiffi  N.P. 

Watson 

Empidonax  sp. 

16 

1 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Watson 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

IF 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

16L 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Chilton 

Warbling  Vireo 

23L 

1 

Tiffi  N.P. 

Watson 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

5F,23 

1,2 

Tiffi  N.P. 

Morgante;  Watson 

ll 

5F 

1 

Eden  Valley 

Andrle 

ll 

5F,14 

U 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

ft 

7 

3 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Common  Raven 

22 

2 

Wethersfield  Twp. 

Junkin,  Burton 

Homed  Lark 

27 

50 

Yates  Twp. 

S.  ODonnell 

Tree  Swallow 

8 

200 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 
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Name  of  Bird 
Red-br.  Nuthatch 

l! 

Carolina  Wren 

ft 

If 

!» 

If 

House  Wren 
Winter  Wren 

If 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

If 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

If 

it 

fl 

II 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

fl 

•l 

fl 

fl 

if 

Swainson's  Thrush 

II 

Hermit  Thrush 

If 

Northern  Mockingbird 
Brown  Thrasher 
American  Pipit 

II 

If 

"Brewster's  Warbler" 
Tennessee  Warbler 
*Orange-cr.  Warbler 

if 

Northern  Parula 

ll 

II 

Yellow  Warbler 
Cape  May  Warbler 

H 

II 

II 


Sept. 

Number 

13 

1 

13 

2 

1,22 

2,1 

1-13 

3 

5 

1 

7 

5 

13 

2 

20 

2 

13F 

1 

16 

1 

12F 

1 

19 

3 

7F 

1 

IF 

1 

IF 

1 

8 

2 

9 

1 

7F 

1 

13 

1 

13 

1 

19 

3 

28 

1 

28 

1 

7F 

2 

29 

1 

9F 

1 

23 

2 

4-18 

2 

23 

3 

13F 

10 

13F 

1 

14 

40 

11 

1 

18 

6 

13F 

1 

25 

1 

7F 

1 

13,20 

u 

20,21 

1,1 

17L 

1 

5 

1 

7,15 

5,1 

7,20 

2,1 

16 

1 

Location 

Rock  Point  P.P. 
Wilson  Twp. 

Goat  Island 
East  Aurora 
Tifft  N.P. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 
Morgan's  Pt.,  Ont. 
Wales  Twp. 

Buffalo 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Goat  Island 
Fort  Niagara  S.P. 
Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 
Wilson  Twp. 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 
Tifft  N.P. 

Porter  Twp. 
Eggertsville 
Buffalo 

Morgan's  Pt.,  Ont. 
Fort  Niagara  S.P. 
Tonawanda  Twp. 
Goat  Island 
Somerset  Twp. 
Kenmore 
Porter  Twp. 

Tiffi  N.P. 

Tonawanda  Twp. 
Tonawanda  Twp. 
Dayton  Twp. 
Smithville  WWTP 
Batavia  Twp. 

Goat  Island 
Goat  Island 
Goat  Island 
Porter  Twp. 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 
Rock  Point  P.P. 
Niagara  Falls 
Goat  Island 
Tifft  N.P. 

Goat  Island 
Rock  Point  P.P. 
Allegany  S.P. 


Observer 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

S&T  ODonnell 

Roberson 

R&D  Rosche 

Morgante 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

O.  Rosche 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Chilton 

Potter 

Morgante 

Chilton 

Turisk 

Turisk 

Turisk 

S.  ODonnell 

McKale 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Morgante 

Hess 

Watson 

D'Anna  et  al 

Thill 

S.  ODonnell 

Watson 

Hess 

Watson 

Watson 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Kehlenbeck 

Roberson 

Roberson 

Potter 

D'Anna 

D'Arnia  et  al 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Roberson 

Roberson 

Morgante 

Roberson 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Watson 


122 


Vol.  64,  No.  10 


Name  of  Bird 

Sent. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

17 

60 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Pine  Warbler 

3,17 

3,1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

!l 

5 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante,  Hamilton 

Palm  Warbler 

LF,9 

2,2 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

ii 

3 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

7,13 

9,9 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Black-and-white  Warb. 

29 

1 

Eden  Valley 

Andrle 

Ovenbird 

20 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante,  Hamilton 

ii 

20 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Northern  Waterthrush 

7 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

i? 

7 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D'Anna  et  al 

*Connecticut  Warbler 

9 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

S.  ODonnell 

Hooded  Warbler 

7 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Canada  Warbler 

7 

2 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D'Anna  et  al 

ii 

8 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Turisk 

Scarlet  Tanager 

19 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

it 

28 

1 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 

19F 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D'Anna 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

7F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D'Anna,  Turisk 

II 

9 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

19F 

2 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D'Anna 

H 

21 

1 

Jos.  Davis  S.P. 

S&T  ODonnell 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

13F 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

S.  ODonnell 

II 

14 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

S&T  ODonnell 

Rusty  Blackbird 

9F 

3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Chilton 

ii 

19 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

ii 

19 

2 

Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

S&T  ODonnell 

Pine  Siskin 

10F 

1 

Goat  Island 

S.  ODonnell 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 262 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue . 5 

Total  for  year .  267 


Statisticians’  Note 

If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statistician  and 
we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  the  decision. 

Reminder  To  Members 

By  now,  all  B.O.S.  members  should  have  received  their  copy  of  the  1998  edition  of  the  Verification  Date 
Guide.  If  you  have  not  yet  sent  in  your  $3.00  payment,  please  take  this  opportunity  to  do  so.  Make  your  check 


123 


Vol.  64,  No.  10 


payable  to  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  and  send  to  the  treasurer:  Lynne  Landon,  139  Jackson  Street, 
Youngstown,  NY  14174. 


Wainfleet  Bog  Conservation  Area 

Wainfleet  Bog  is  one  of  the  more  unusual  habitat  types  in  the  BOS  study  area.  The  vegetation  here  is 
exceptionally  thick  and  green.  Most  of  it  s  also  on  the  small  side.  This  assessment  is  biased  by  the  fact  that  there 
are  only  a  few  trails  to  walk  here  and  crashing  off  into  a  pathless  area  of  the  bog  is  definitely  not  a  good  idea.  One 
of  the  first  species  you're  likely  to  find  is  the  Song  Sparrow,  good  numbers  of  them  are  around  the  parking  area. 
This  is  a  good  chance  to  study  this  common  species  in  immature  plumage.  Walking  north  along  the  main  trail 
will  bring  you  close  to  a  steady  stream  of  birds.  Both  Alder  and  Willow  Flycatcher  can  be  found  along  this  trail, 
allowing  the  chance  to  compare  these  look  alikes  to  try  spotting  some  differences.  In  spite  of  the  denseness  of  the 
vegetation  and  the  amount  of  water  around  there  were  Mourning  Warblers  to  be  seen.  This  bird  is  more  often 
found  in  brushy  field  and  edge  habitats  and  it  is  also  known  to  use  drier  elevated  woods,  so  I  was  surprised  to  find 
it  here.  This  warbler  was  near  the  intersection  of  the  main  trail  with  another  westbound  trail.  The  westbound  trail 
is  narrower  with  more  growth  providing  obstacles  to  your  movement.  This  trail  eventually  ends  at  Wilson  Road, 
site  of  our  annual  Whip-poor-will  watch.  I  tried  this  path  from  the  Wilson  Road  end  and  found  it  to  be  too  soft 
even  though  the  weather  had  been  dry.  The  main  trail  heading  north  ends  in  an  area  marked  in  red  which  the 
management  asks  the  public  to  avoid.  This  is  an  area  being  used  for  scientific  research.  There  is  a  good  distance 
to  walk  before  reaching  the  red  markings.  Veery,  Eastern  Towhee  and  Common  Yellowthroat  are  some  of  the 
more  abundant  species  to  be  found  as  you  move  along  this  trail.  Less  common  were  Scarlet  Tanager,  Least 
Flycatcher  and  Brown  Thrasher.  In  past  years  Yellow-breasted  Chat  has  been  reported  in  this  area.  Naturally,  the 
bog  is  a  very  buggy  place.  Biting  flies  were  most  persistent.  Long  pants,  sleeves  and  a  hat  are  a  big  help  in 
making  the  insects  manageable. 

The  Wainfleet  Bog  Conservation  Area  is  reached  by  driving  west  on  3  a  little  past  Port  Colbome.  Watch  for 
Erie  Peat  Road  extending  to  the  right  and  drive  it  to  the  end  to  a  parking  area  where  the  bog  entrance  is  well 
marked. 


Michael  Davis 


President’s  Report  For  97-98 

The  BOS  has  had  another  good  year!  We  have  240  members  and  many  of  those  have  been  active  coming  to 
meetings,  going  on  field  trips  and  sending  in  sighting  reports  for  the  Prothonotary.  There  is  a  very  cooperative 
spirit  in  the  society,  with  people  helping  with  tasks,  often  with  out  being  asked. 

The  Date  Guide  was  updated  including  changes  in  taxonomy.  Some  census  work  was  done  for  the  Niagara 
River  IB  A,  More  work  will  be  needed  next  year,  according  to  Jeff  Wells,  the  Audubon  IBA  coordinator.  The 
Special  Projects  committee  allocated  $4300.00:  to  the  SPCA  for  cage  material  to  rehabilitate  wild  birds,  to 
Jeanette  Weiner  for  a  bird  food  preferences  study,  to  Dr.  Sara  Morris  for  binoculars  for  student  use  at  Canisius 
College,  and  to  Hamilin  Beach  Lake  watch  project. 

The  Budget  committee  has  given  us  a  realistic  budget  for  the  coming  year.  The  society  voted  in  June  to  raise 
the  dues  to  fund  the  Prothonotary  and  current  administrative  needs.  It  is  hoped  that  the  membership  will  add 
money  to  their  dues  to  make  the  budget  workable. 
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Fifteen  members  attended  the  50th  annual  meeting  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  in 
Rochester.  Winston  Brockner,  a  Fellow  in  the  BOS,  and  the  2nd  president  of  the  Federation  came  from 
Colorado  to  participate  in  the  reunion.  The  BOS  should  consider  hosting  the  Federation  meeting  as  it  has  not 
done  so  in  many  years. 

Brendon  Klick  won  a  competitive  grant  to  attend  the  Federation  meeting.  The  funds  came  from  the  Lillian 
Stonner  Award  so  that  high  school  seniors  and  college  students  who  are  working  on  ornithological  endeavors 
can  attend  the  meeting  and  get  to  know  birders  from  other  areas,  and  learn  through  speakers  and  paper  session 
about  birds.  Our  society  should  consider  adding  to  the  Stoner  fund  so  that  more  young  people  can  participate  in 
the  Federation  meeting. 

Two  members  were  elevated  to  Active  membership,  Nothing  has  been  done  regarding  membership 
classification.  Many  long  time  members  should  have  their  commitment  to  the  society  recognized  and  be 
elevated  to  Active  membership. 

Thank  you  for  having  the  confidence  in  me  to  be  your  president,  I  enjoyed  working  with  a  membership  that 
gave  generously  of  their  time,  pitching  in,  and  helping  make  the  society  run  smoothly.  When  birding  in  areas 
away  from  Western  New  York  I've  been  told  that  Buffalo  birders  know  their  birds;  this  is  a  tribute  to  the  way 
the  Society  and  its  long  time  members  teach  us  identification  skills. 

I  look  forward  to  the  coming  year  when  we  all  help  Mike  Hamilton  keep  the  society  moving  forward. 

Gail  Seamans 


Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  September  1998 

There  were  no  Hotline  calls  during  September,  though  shorebirds  and  warblers  were  well  represented  in  the 
region.  Noteworthy  shorebirds  had  a  slight  edge  over  the  usual  fall  warblers. 

Fourteen  shorebird  species  were  reported  during  the  middle  weeks  of  the  month,  highlighted  by  a 
Hudsonian  Godwit  in  Fort  Erie,  Ontario.  This  unique  individual  with  a  broken  bill  was  sighted  at  two  locations 
on  two  days.  Another  godwit,  most  likely  a  Marbled  Godwit,  was  reported  at  Niagara  Falls  on  September  3. 
Three  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  were  found  near  Allegany  State  Park  on  September  5,  possibly  the  first  record 
of  this  species  in  Cattaraugus  County. 

In  the  Niagara  Frontier,  Orange-crowned  and  Connecticut  Warblers  are  two  species  that  are  typically  found 
only  during  the  fall  migration.  This  month,  just  the  Orange-crowned  Warbler  was  reported,  at  two  locations. 

David  F.  Suggs 

Membership  Update 

Please  welcome  the  following  new  Associate  Members: 

Anne  Vogt 
Box  157 

East  Pembroke,  NY  14056-0158 

Marie  T.  Johnson 
432  Emerson  Dr.  Apt.2 
Amherst,  NY  14226 
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Incoming  President’s  Message 

My  first  order  of  business  is  to  give  heartfelt  thanks  to  Gail  Seamans  for  three  years  of  high 
quality  leadership  to  the  BOS.  I  will  try  to  continue  the  things  that  he  has  started,  build  on  them 

and  address  new  areas  that  we  can  expand  our  focus  on.  It  is  nice  to  start  off  with  a  house  in  good 
order! 


The  BOS  was  founded  as  a  leaming/research  society.  It  wanted  to  and  did  attract  members  who 
wanted  to  learn  more  about  birds  and  who  would  do  so  in  as  scientific  a  way  as  was  possible  for 
a  lay  society.  It  has  changed  somewhat  over  the  years  with  increased  interest  in  trips  and  list 
accumulations.  Both  focuses  are  strongly  represented  in  our  organization  and,  hopefully,  will 
continue  to  be  so.  Regardless  of  the  differences,  increased  knowledge  seems  to  be  the  common 
thread  no  matter  what  a  member’s  interest.  Whereas  accumulating  accurate  data  and  engaging  in 
scientifically  sound  research  are  essential  for  habitat/species  protection,  compilation  of  personal 
lists  and  increasing  one’s  general  knowledge  of  birds  in  this  way  is  also  very  rewarding.  Neither 
of  these  interests  is  exclusive  of  the  other. 


Let’s  look  at  what  the  BOS  has  at  this  point  in  time: 


•  Lots  of  interest  and  talent  in  its  members 

•  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  hours  of  field  records 

•  Some  excellent  publications 

•  Significant  contributions  towards  bird  awareness,  knowledge  and  habitat  protection 
My  feelings  as  to  what  the  BOS  needs  to  do  (in  addition  to  our  recent  Date  Guide  update): 

•  Continue  our  data  gathering  (surveys  and  counts) 

•  Update  and  add  to  our  data  base  and  publications: 

Update  Daily  Checklist  (in  progress) 

Develop  Yearly  Checklist  (with  graphs  of  relative  abundance  by  month) 
Update  Section  Maps  (including  identification  of  key  birding  spots) 

Update  or  redo  Beardslee  &  Mitchell  (in  progress) 

•  Get  more  use  out  of  our  existing  data  base  including  the  Prothonotary  (e.g.  Monthly 
weather  data  electronically  keyed  to  monthly  species  records). 

•  Be  active  in  habitat  protection,  research,  conservation 

•  Attract  younger  members  to  get  excited,  further  the  cause  and  carry  on  in  the  future 

•  Have  occasional  celebration  (Banquet)  and  fun  (Birdathon?) 


To  achieve  the  above  we  have  our  eleven  Standing  Committees  and  for  1998-99  I  am  establishing  a 
number  of  Special  Committees  or  possible  activities.  Here  are  both: 

Standing  committees:  Special  committees/activities  1998-99: 


Membership 

Program 

Field  Trips 

Conservation 

Budget 

Research 

Data  Preservation 

Nominating 

Audit 

Refuge 

Special  Projects  Fund  Advisory 


Banquet 

Section  Maps  (update) 

Beardslee  &  Mitchell  (update  or  all  new?) 

BOS  Yearly  Checklist  (with  monthly  abundance 
graphs  for  each  species) 

Prothonotary  (assistance/indexing/scanning) 
Niagara  River  IB  A  Representatives 
BOS  Graphics/Formatting 
Young  Peoples’  Weekend? 

Gull  Festival? 

Birdathon? 

Publicity? 
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It  would  be  a  real  accomplishment  if  we  could  complete  all  updating  and  adding  to  our 
publications  in  the  next  year  and  I  think  we  can  do  it  -  particularly  if  we  can  connect  individual 
member’s  interests  to  the  appropriate  task.  To  help  make  this  happen  I  will  function  as  a 
facilitator  or  clearing  house  and  I  invite  and  urge  you  to  let  me  know  what  you  feel  is  important 
to  do,  what  you  are  suited  to  do  and  what  you  would  enjoy  doing  (might  well  be  completely 
separate  things). Please  write  your  thoughts  in  the  spaces  provided  below  and  return  them  to  me. 

In  addition  there  are  some  items  that  have  been  raised  in  the  past  that  we  should  discuss  and 
decide  upon: 

•  do  we  want  to  continue  having  committee  reports  at  every  meeting  or  once  a  month? 

•  do  we  want  to  continue  having  two  meetings  a  month? 

•  do  we  want  to  eliminate  the  May  count?  (I  think  that  this  would  be  unfortunate  but  it 

needs  review  by  the  membership) 

•  do  we  want  to  reinstitute  the  Birdathon,  maybe  at  a  different  time  of  the  year  so  it  does 
not  compete  with  the  May  count? 

I  look  forward  to  serving  you  this  year  and  getting  to  know  more  members  better.  Let’s  get  some 
work  done  and  let’s  enjoy  doing  it  together! 

Respectfully, 

Mike  Hamilton 


Which  of  the  above  committees  could  you  contribute  to  and  would  be  interested  in  working  on? 


What  other  work  or  projects  do  you  think  we  should  be  doing? 


Name: _ 

(Please  return  to  Mike  Hamilton,  51  Park  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201  or  call  me  at  881-6709) 
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BOS  OFFICERS,  COUNCIL,  COMMITTEES  -  1998-1999 


Officers: 

Council: 

President 

Michael  Hamilton 

1998-99- 

Michael  Davis 

Vice  President 

Terry  Yonker 

Lynne  Landon 

Treasurer 

Lynne  Landon 

Terry  Yonker 

Recording  Secretary 

Jim  Wojewodzki 

1999-00  - 

Bill  Burch 

Corresponding  Sec. 

Cathy  Mueller 

Don  Braure 

Statisticians 

Bob  Andrle 

Vicky  Onorato 

Fran  Rew 

2000-01 

Tom  O’Donnell 

Librarian 

Audrey  Horbett 

Gerry  Rising 

Archivist 

Audrey  Horbett 

President  - 
Editor  - 

Gail  Seamans 
Mike  Hamilton 
Charles  Halvorsen 

Standing  Committees  (as  of  10/28/98) 


Membership  (3+,  Active): 

Budget  (2 +): 

Nominating  (3,  Active): 

Bob  Brock 

Lvnne  Landon,  Chair. 

To  be  appointed  latter  in 

Cathy  Mueller  (latter) 

Mike  Hamilton 

the  year. 

Sue  O’Donnell.  Chair. 

Vicky  Onorato 

Gerry  Rising 

Program  (3+) : 

Research  (3+): 

Audit  (2): 

Michael  Davis 

Bob  Andrle 

Dave  Junkin 

Gail  Seamans.  Chair. 

Bob  Brock 

Ton  Harper.  Chair. 

Jerry  Ferrell 

Fran  Rew 

Terry  Yonker 

Gerrv  Rising.  Chair. 

Refuge  (3+); 

Dorothy  Rosche 

Tom  Burke.  Chair. 

Field  Trips  (3+): 

Richard  Rosche 

Barbara  Nutting 

Bill  Burch,  Chair. 

Davis  Suggs 

Jacqueline  Stains 

Mike  Morgante 

Bob  Wagner 

Bill  Watson 

Terry  Yonker 

Special  Projects  FAC  (5+,Active): 
Bob  Andrle 

Conservation  (3+): 

Data  Preservation  (3+) 

Bob  Brock.  Chair. 

Dick  Christensen 

Willie  D’Anna 

Fran  Rew 

Lynne  Landon 

Mike  Hamilton 

Gerry  Rising 

Don  Roberson.  Chair. 

Mike  Morgante 

Richard  Rosche 

Roberta  Vallone 

Jim  Landau 

Gerry  Rising 

David  Suggs.  Chair. 
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SPECIAL  COMMITTEES/ACTIVITIES  (as  of  10/28/98): 


Banquet: 


Birdathon 


Beardslee/Mitchell  Update: 

Bob  Andrle 

Alec  Humann.  Chair. 

Fran  Rew 
Richard  Rosche 
David  Suggs 
Roberta  Valone 

BOS  Daily  Checklist: 

Bob  Andrle 
Mike  Morgante 
Fran  Rew 

Gerry  Rising,  Chair. 


BOS  Yearly  Checklist 
Willie  D’Anna 
Michael  Davis 
Lynne  Landon 
Mike  Morgante 
Dorothy  Rosche 
Dave  Suggs,  Chair. 

Bill  Watson 
Bill  Weikert 


Gull  Festival: 


Section  Maps  Update: 
Bob  Andrle 
Dick  Collins.  Co-chair. 
Mike  Hamilton 
Terry  Yonker.  Co-chair. 


BOS  Graphics/Formatting: 
Mke  Hamilton,  Chair. 

Jim  Landau 
Gerry  Rising 


NRIBA  representatives: 

Bob  Andrle 
Mike  Hamilton 
Blake  Reeves 
Gerry  Rising 
Don  Roberson 
Bill  Watson 
Terry  Yonker 


Prothontary: 

Willie  D’Anna 
Charles  Halvorsen 
Deborah  Hovland 
Richard  Rosche 

Publicity: 


Young  People’s  Weekend: 


BOS  MEETINGS 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Gail 
Seamans  (762-9211  daytime  or  762-4311). 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December. 
Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo, 
New  York. 

Dec.  9:  Annual  Holiday  Celebration.  Please  bring  a  treat  to  share  and  enjoy  an  evening  of  birding 

friendship  and  maybe  a  special  treat. 
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******** 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Nov.  22:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS,  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  a.m. 

at  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob  Brock  of  BOS  (876- 
5862). 

Dec.  6:  Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront  and  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  Leader: 

Dick  Collins  (651-9213). 

Dec.  20:  Sunday.  BOS  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Bill  Bogacki  (674-5781). 

Dec.  26:  Saturday.  Beaver  Meadow  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Bill  Michalek  (457-3228,  daytime). 

Dec.  27:  Sunday  Oak  Orchard  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Gail  Seamans  (762-9211,  daytime). 

Sunday.  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.-NY  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compilers:  Willie  D’Anna  (731-4348) 
and  Kayo  Roy. 

1999 

Jan.  3:  Sunday.  Hamburg-East  Aurora  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Don  Brasure  (834-6171). 

Jan.  17:  Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  of  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs.  This  is  the  target  date,  but  any 

date  between  January  16  and  24,  inclusive  is  acceptable.  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.  Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Lynne  Landon,  139  Jackson  Street,  Youngstown,  NY  14174. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $1.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224.  E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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APPLICATION  GUIDELINES  Deadline:  10  January  1999 


The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  makes  annual  monetary  grants  in  support  of 
ornithological  projects,  research  and  study.  The  support  for  these  grants  comes  from 
the  Special  Projects  Fund. 


Grant  Categories 

1 .  Ornithological  studies  /  research  projects 

2.  Projects  such  as  bird  habitat  preservation  and  nesting  projects 

3.  Funding  for  college  undergraduate  and  graduate  projects 


Eligibility 

Persons  and  organizations  residing  in  the  BOS  study  area  dedicated  to  birds  and 
their  welfare. 

1.  Ornithological  societies,  bird  clubs  or  groups  in  which  bird  concerns 
are  an  integral  part 

2.  Individuals,  both  BOS  members  and  nonmembers 

3.  College  students  including  those  attending  out  of  area  schools 
a.  Must  have  a  faculty  sponsor 


Grant  amounts 

1 .  Applicants  may  request  grants  up  to  $700.00 

2.  The  actual  amount  awarded  will  be  recommended  by  the  Special  Projects 
Fund  Advisory  Committee  based  on  funds  available,  proposal  quality  and 
monetary  requirements  of  the  project. 

3.  Requests  may  be  made  for  continued  funding  of  previously  approved 
projects 


Project  completion 

1 .  When  the  proposed  project  has  been  completed,  the  grant  recipient  must 
make  a  written  report  to  the  Society. 

2.  The  grant  recipient  may  be  required  to  present  or  participate  in  a  program 

_ on  the  subject  before  the  BOS  membership  at  a  regular  meeting. _ 

Mail  application  to:  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society-Special  Projects  Fund 

Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  Buffalo,  NY  14211 


Buffalo  (Dznitlolccj  Leal  cSocLztij 


(JRAJVT  APPLICATION  Deadline:  10  January  1999 


Check  one:  Organization_ individual  College  Student 


Name _ 

Street _ 

City  _ State _ Zipcode 

Telephone-Home  ( _ ) _ Work/School-( _ ) _ 


Project  proposal:  The  proposal  should  have  a  title  and  be  as  detailed  as  possible, 
describing  rationale,  goals,  methods,  equipment,  materials,  personnel,  schedule,  etc. 
Type  the  proposal  on  a  separate  sheet  and  attach  to  this  application. 

Project  budget:  A  separate  itemized  project  budget  should  be  attached  to  the 
application. 

Total  amount  requested:  $ _ 

Planned  completion  date: _ 


If  this  grant  is  approved,  I  (we)  agree  to  make  a  full  written  report  to  the  BOS  describing 
in  detail  the  results  of  the  study  or  project.  I  understand  that  I  may  also  be  required  to 
present  the  results  before  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Society.  If  for  any  reason  this 
proposal  cannot  be  carried  out,  I  will  return  all  funds  to  the  BOS. 

Signature: Date: 


For  Students  Only 

Faculty  sponsor:  Please  attach  a  reference  letter  from  your  faculty  sponsor  verifying 
your  ability  to  carry  out  the  proposed  project  and  verifying  his  or  her  commitment  to 
oversee  your  work. 

Faculty  sponsor: _ 

Address:  _ _ _ _ 

Signature:  Date: 


' 


Buffalo  Ornithological  Society . annual  DUES  NOTICE  (10/15/98-10/13/99) 


It's  that  time  of  year  again.  As  you  read  in  the  July  issue  of  the  Prothonotary,  there  is  a  $5.00 
increase  in  dues  which  will  enable  the  Society  to  adequately  fund  the  costs  of  printing  our  newsletter. 
(See  the  98-99  Budget  also  printed  in  the  July  Prothonotary’  issue.) 

The  Council  also  decided  that  it  is  necessary  to  raise  additional  money  to  fund  the  various 
programs  covered  in  the  budget.  To  do  this,  new  contributor  categories  have  been  added  and  provided 
with  names.  The  current  membership  classes  have  been  renamed. 

If  you  feel  that  you  can  move  above  the  current  membership  levels,  please  consider  giving  at  a 
higher  contributor  category  so  that  the  Society  can  fund  programs  that  require  travel  and  a  modest 
honorarium,  renew  support  of  the  Vaughn  Lecture  series,  prepare  for  the  1999  Banquet,  initiate  a 
Young  People's  Weekend  to  stimulate  interest  by  future  members,  and  other  needs  that  arise.  We  need 
those  top  predators!  Let's  keep  the  BOS  solvent  and  growing! 

Please  note  that  contributions  to  the  Axtell/McVey/Wendling  Fund  are  separate  from  the  listed 
contributor  categories.  Also  note  that  while  I  have  indicated  your  current  level  of  membership,  I 
would  encourage  you  to  move  to  one  of  the  new  levels  if  at  all  possible  (this  would  not  change  your 
membership  status). 

Lynne  Landon,  Treasurer 


Current  membership  levels: 

_ _  $  15.00  ARCTIC  TERN  (Correspondmg/Subscribing)  The  long  distance  migrants. 

_ $  20.00  BLACK-CAPPED  CHICKADEE  (Active/Associate-Individual)  The  ever 

present  worker  and  backbone  of  the  society. 

_ $  25.00  AMERICAN  CROW  (Active/Associate-Family)  You  never  see  just  one. 

New  contributor  categories  for  those  who  want  to  give  more: 

_ $  50.00  WHITE-THROATED  SPARROW  Always  scratching  for  a  little  more. 

_ $  75.00  WHITE-BREASTED  NUTHATCH  One  that  has  put  something  aside  for  the 

future. 

_ $100.00  WELD  TURKEY  A  large  nest  of  eggs  to  give  from. 

_ $250.00  GREAT  HORNED  OWL  Able  to  cough  up  a  little  more. 

_ $500.00  BALD  EAGLE  Our  national  symbol,  the  top  of  the  raptor  world. 


CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  AXTELL/McVEY/WENDLING  FUND . $ _ 

Payable  in  U.S.  Funds  to  BOS.  Please  respond  by  November  30, 1998  to: 

Lynne  Landon,  Treasurer 
139  Jackson  Street 
Youngstown,  NY  14174 

Please  include  new  address/phone  number  with  dues.  THANK  YOU! 

(If  you  would  like  a  membership  card  please  call  me  at  745-9129) 


BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Buffalo,  NY  14211 

Return  Service  Requested 


Non  Profit  Org. 
U.S.  Postage 
PAID 

Buffalo,  NY 
Permit  No.  412 


Albert  R.  Mann  Library 
Acquisitions  Division 
Ithaca  NY  14850 
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THE  MONTH:  October,  1998 


October  was  a  near  perfect  autumn  month 
for  the  Niagara  Frontier.  The  fine  weather  pattern 
that  began  in  April  continued  through  October. 
There  were  no  extremes  or  significant  weather 
during  the  month  and  no  records  were  set.  The 
weekends  were  all  exceptionally  nice. 

The  average  temperature  of  52.6  degrees  F. 
was  1.5  degrees  above  the  long  term  average.  Most 
of  the  month  was  quite  mild  aside  from  brief  cool 
spells  during  the  first  and  third  weeks  and  during 
the  last  few  days.  The  growing  season  was  about 
two  weeks  longer  than  usual  in  suburban  locations. 
The  first  freezing  temperature  of  the  fall  was  on 
was  on  the  30th,  six  days  later  than  the  normal  first 
freeze. 

Rainfall  once  again  was  on  the  light  side, 
about  an  inch  shy  of  normal.  Half  of  the  month's  2. 1 
inch  total  fell  on  the  7th-8th;  this  was  the  heaviest 
rain  in  three  months.  The  last  three  weeks  were 
particularly  dry,  especially  in  areas  near  Lake  Erie 
and  in  Buffalo.  Snow  flurries  were  produced  by  the 
region's  first  real  cold  snap  over  the  higher 
,  elevations  of  the  southern  tier  on  the  21st  and  22nd. 

About  53%  of  the  possible  sunshine  was 
received.  Fog  or  haze  prevailed  on  only  three  days 


which  was  a  marked  improvement  over  the  most 
recent  few  months.  Foliage  coloration  peaked 
about  a  week  later  then  usual.  At  month's  end.  Lake 
Erie  water  temperatures  were  still  three  degrees 
above  normal.  (Meteorological  data  provided  by  the 
National  Weather  Service  Monthly  Weather 
Summary  for  Buffalo,  N.Y.  on  the  World  Wide 
Web). 

Noticeable  migratory  movements  coincided 
with  the  unsettled  weather  during  the  first  and  third 
weeks  of  the  month.  October  3  was  especially 
outstanding  for  migrant,  small,  insectivorous 
passerines  and  waterfowl.  This  migration  that 
carried  over  into  October  4  was  evident  to  field 
observers  throughout  the  region,  many  of  whom 
commented  that  birds  moved  southward  all  day. 
Waterfowl  movements  were  especially  evident  on 
October  24-25  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Ontario. 
To  the  contrary,  the  October  11  Bird  Count  day, 
with  some  247  observers  in  the  field,  was  one  of  the 
poorer  migration  days  of  the  month.  Numerous 
comments  reflected  the  lack  of  birds,  especially 
after  noon  on  this  bright,  sunny,  "almost  perfect" 
October  day. 
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Among  the  waterfowl,  the  reader  should 
note  some  of  the  interesting  records  that  follow. 
Large  numbers  of  Double-crested  Cormorants 
continued  to  perch  on  the  electric  towers  in  the 
Niagara  River  off  Buckhom  Island  State  Park. 
While  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  are  regular  each 
spring,  there  are  still  few  autumn  reports. 
Participants  on  the  B.O.S.  field  trip  on  October  18 
were  treated  to  one  individual,  the  first  since  1994, 
on  Center  Marsh  at  Iroquois  National  Wildlife 
Refuge.  Possibly  another  joined  the  original 
individual,  for  two  were  at  the  refuge  through  the 
end  of  the  month.  Also,  the  first  autumn  record 
since  1994,  was  the  Eurasian  Wigeon  that 
frequented  the  Oak  Orchard  Wildlife  Management 
Area  on  October  18.  Other  previous  October 
observations  for  this  autumn  rarity  were  in  1964, 
1971,  and  1990.  The  Batavia  Waste  Water 
Treatment  Plant  continued  to  attract  larger  than 
usual  numbers  of  ducks,  the  Northern  Shoveler, 
Ring-necked  Duck,  and  Ruddy  Duck  being  the  most 
abundant.  Ruddy  Ducks  were  scattered  throughout 
the  region  in  higher  numbers  than  in  the  normal 
autumn.  An  interesting  Internet  message  called  the 
Ruddy  Duck  Gazette  was  circulated  by  Kurt  Fox  of 
East  Avon  in  which  he  described  his  610  Ruddies 
noted  on  October  26  at  the  Batavia  site  and  at  the 
Gypsum  Pond  in  Oakfield. 

Several  Bald  Eagles  were  reported, 
including  an  adult  at  Lewiston  on  October  3  that 
possessed  a  green  tag  on  the  patagium.  The 
observer,  Willie  D'Anna,  believed  that  he  saw  this 
particularly  marked  individual  as  an  adult  in  1984, 


thus  making  it  at  least  18  years  old.  The  other 
eagle,  the  Golden  was  slightly  in  the  limelight  also. 
There  was  a  somewhat  convincing  report  of  up  to 
three  individuals  over  Allegany  County  on  October 
11  and  Dial-a-Bird  also  noted  an  early  November 
report  from  Westfield  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake 
Erie.  These  reports  are  especially  interesting  in  as 
much  as  extraordinary  numbers  of  Golden  Eagles 
were  reported  on  October  29  on  the  north  shore  of 
Lake  Erie  just  to  the  west  of  the  B.O.S.  study  area; 
on  that  date  12  individuals  were  noted  at  Port 
Burwell  Provincial  Park  and  35  flew  past  Hawk 
Cliff  near  St.  Thomas.  Dial-a-Bird  also  reported  an 
interesting  report  of  another  diurnal  raptor,  the 
Peregrine  Falcon.  Apparently,  the  downtown 
Buffalo  birds  were  still  claiming  territory  at  the 
Liberty  Bank  building  during  the  last  week  of  the 
month. 

Other  tidbits  from  various  sources  included 
the  observation,  among  the  hundreds  of  Buffalo- 
adapted  American  Crows,  of  a  partial  albino 
individual  with  a  white  bill  and  symetrically  equal 
tan  flight  feathers,  on  Oct.  31  by  Yoerg  and 
Henderson.  Dial-a-Bird  noted  an  albino  Black- 
capped  Chickadee  at  Silver  Creek  and  late  Cattle 
Egrets  on  October  31  in  Chautauqua  County.  Save 
for  a  few  Pine  Siskins  during  the  last  week  of  the 
month,  there  was  little  evidence  of  a  much  longed 
for  winter  finch  flight.  Lastly,  October  was  the  first 
month  in  1998  when  no  crossbills  of  either  species 
were  reported  in  the  region. 

Richard  C.  Rosche 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1998)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
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(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 
Red-throated  Loon 
Common  Loon 

II 

fi 

Homed  Grebe 

ft 

Red-necked  Grebe 

Vf 

ft 

D. -crested  Cormorant 

If 

American  Bittern 
Least  Bittern 
Great  Egret 
Green  Heron 
Gr.  White-ff.  Goose 

ft 

Snow  Goose 

ff 

ft 

Brant 

Mute  Swan 

It 

Tundra  Swan 
Wood  Duck 

If 

if 

Eurasian  Wigeon 
American  Black  Duck 

It 

Blue-winged  Teal 

♦I 

Northern  Shoveler 
Northern  Pintail 

It 

Green- winged  Teal 

ft 

Canvasback 


Oct. 

Number 

25F 

4 

3 

1 

24 

15 

31 

63 

3 

1 

24 

16 

24 

1 

25 

1 

29 

2 

3 

70 

8 

711 

3 

1 

3L 

1 

5 

1 

21L 

1 

18 

1 

25 

2 

3,18,25 

1,6,8 

12 

2 

18,25 

6,11 

25F 

4 

18,25 

1 

26 

2 

29-30 

2 

5 

42 

12 

16 

17 

3 

18 

1 

17 

15 

25 

37 

5 

30 

10 

2 

3,25 

70.250 

17 

51 

25 

62 

17 

100 

25 

68 

16F 

2 

24 

5 

25 

6 

Location 

Wilson  Twp. 

Wilson  Twp. 
Somerset  Twp. 

Yates  Twp. 

Wilson  Twp. 
Somerset  Twp. 
Somerset  Twp. 
Wilson  Twp. 

Attica  Reservoir 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 
Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Burgeson  N.S. 

Eden  Twp. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Batavia  Twp. 

Batavia  WWTP 
Wilson  Twp. 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 
Olcott 

Attica  Reservoir 
Burgeson  N.S. 
Hamburg  Twp. 
Batavia  WWTP 
Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 
Batavia  WWTP 
Wilson  Twp. 
Burgeson  N.S. 
Batavia  WWTP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Wilson  Twp. 

Batavia  WWTP 
Wilson  Twp. 

Niagara  Falls 
Somerset  Twp. 
Batavia  WWTP 


Observer 

D'Anna 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Morgante,  D'Anna(BOS) 

Morgante,  D'Anna,  Potter 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Morgante  et  al 

Morgante 

D'Anna 

R&D  Rosche 

Morgante 

Watson 

Potter 

Morgante 

Watson 

Andrle 

R&D  Rosche(BOS),  Klick 
Fox 

Morgante,  Rosches,  Fox 

Kehlenbeck 

R&D  Rosche;  Yoerg 

D'Anna 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Chilton 

R&D  Rosche 

Watson 

Andrle 

Morgante 

Yoerg 

Morgante 

D'Anna 

Watson 

D'Anna 

Morgante,  Fox  et  al 

Morgante 

D'Anna 

Morgante 

D'Anna 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Morgante,  D'Anna(BOS) 

Fox  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Ring-necked  Duck 

3,25 

75,300 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante;  Fox  et  al 

Greater  Scaup 

3 

2 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Lesser  Scaup 

23 

200 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

R&D  Rosche 

Scaup  species 

25 

555 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna 

ti 

31 

2804 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante,  D'Anna,  Potter 

Eider  sp. 

24 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna(BOS);  Morgante 

Surf  Scoter 

9F 

4 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna,  Potter 

fi 

24 

24 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

f» 

25 

13 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna 

fi 

29-30 

3 

Attica  Reservoir 

R&D  Rosche 

If 

31 

12 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante,  D'Anna 

White-winged  Scoter 

24 

200 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

if 

25 

665 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna 

fi 

31 

239 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante,  D'Anna 

*Black  Scoter 

24F 

12 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

II 

25 

9 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna 

It 

31 

22 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante,  D'Anna,  Potter 

Oldsquaw 

24F 

300 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

tl 

25 

790 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna 

Bufflehead 

23 

200 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

R&D  Rosche 

II 

24 

35 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

Common  Goldeneye 

16F 

9 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna,  Potter 

II 

25 

15 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna 

II 

29 

7 

Attica  Reservoir 

R&D  Rosche 

♦l 

31 

60 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante,  D'Anna 

Common  Merganser 

8F 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

II 

18 

4 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna 

Red-br.  Merganser 

24 

40 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante  et  al 

II 

25 

156 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna 

Ruddy  Duck 

3,8 

271,350 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante;  Watson 

n 

4 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Watson 

II 

17,25 

749.420 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante;  Fox  et  al 

If 

25 

190 

Oakfield  Twp. 

Fox  et  al 

II 

29 

125 

Attica  Reservoir 

R&D  Rosche 

Osprey 

4 

1 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Morgante  et  al 

II 

4 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle 

II 

12,1 8L 

U 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

S&T  O'Donnell 

Bald  Eagle 

3 

1  imm. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

II 

3 

1  ad. 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

if 

4 

1  imm. 

Dayton  Twp. 

Watson 

fi 

21,31 

1,1  ad. 

Queenston,  Ont. 

S.  O'Donnell;  D'Anna  et  al 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

24F 

3 

Carlton  Twp. 

S&T  O'Donnell 

II 

29 

4 

Olcott 

Chilton 

tl 

31 

10 

Yates  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Peregrine  Falcon 

18 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

R&D  Rosche 

Sora 

4L 

1 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Morgante,  D’Anna 

Common  Moorhen 

17L 

3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

ff 

17L 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Black-bellied  Plover 

3,25 

4,5 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante;  Yoerg 

n 

18 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Flenderson 

Amer.  Golden-Plover 

3 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

fi 

4 

33 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

if 

4 

6 

West  Lincoln,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

If 

4 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Watson 

Semipalmated  Plover 

10 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D'Anna 

Killdeer 

4 

138 

Dayton  Twp. 

Watson 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

25 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

If 

29 

1 

Wethersfield  Springs  R&D  Rosche 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

3 

12 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

17L 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

8 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

4 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

5L 

1 

Burgeson  N.S. 

Watson 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

3 

10 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

if 

5 

9 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

fl 

25 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

ff 

29 

3 

Attica 

R&D  Rosche 

Dunlin 

3,17 

1,2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

ff 

22 

1 

Olcott 

Chilton 

Dowitcher  species 

3 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

If 

4 

1 

West  Lincoln,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Common  Snipe 

5 

16 

Burgeson  N.S. 

Watson 

ff 

28 

3 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Morgante 

Jaeeer  species 

31 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante 

*Franklin's  Gull 

31 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Potter,  D'Anna 

Little  Gull 

4,19 

1,2 

Niagara  Falls 

Potter,  D'Anna 

ft 

25 

2 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

23 

300 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

R&D  Rosche 

ft 

25 

1445 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna 

Lesser  Black-b.  Gull 

9,16 

3,5 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Common  Tern 

23 

25 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

R&D  Rosche 

II 

23 

20 

Niagara  Falls 

R&D  Rosche 

Forster's  Tern 

4 

2 

aeger  Rocks,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

II 

15 

1 

Olcott 

Chilton 

it 

23 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

R&D  Rosche 

Common  Nighthawk 

9,15L 

U 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna;  S&T  O'Donnell 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

18 

6 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D'Anna 

Eastern  Phoebe 

23 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Andrle 
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Name  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Eastern  Phoebe 

24 

D'Anna(BOS) 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

12L 

2 

Common  Raven 

12 

2 

Tree  Swallow 

3,17 

250,2 

(t 

3,17 

20,7 

ft 

23L 

1 

N.  Rough-w.  Swallow 

3L 

1 

ft 

3L 

60 

Bank  Swallow 

25L 

1 

Bam  Swallow 

3,17L 

U 

tf 

17L 

1 

Tufted  Titmouse 

25 

11 

Carolina  Wren 

1-30 

1 

ft 

4 

1 

House  Wren 

9 

1 

Marsh  Wren 

23L 

1 

Northern  Mockingbird 

1-31 

1 

American  Pipit 

3,17 

16,25 

tf 

4 

60 

tf 

4 

14 

ft 

10 

325 

Tennessee  Warbler 

3 

1 

ft 

4 

1 

ft 

10L 

2 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

3 

1 

ft 

3 

1 

ft 

10 

1 

Nashville  Warbler 

3 

1 

ft 

3 

1 

tf 

4 

1 

Magnolia  Warbler 

9 

1 

Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

3 

2 

ft 

4 

2 

tt 

4 

1 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warb. 

3 

1 

tt 

4 

2 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

3L 

1 

Ovenbird 

4L 

1 

Common  Yellowthroat 

4 

1 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 

22F 

5 

ft 

24 

1 

Chipping  Sparrow 

22 

3 

Fox  Sparrow 

25 

1 

Location  Observer 

1  Golden  Hill  S.P.  Morgante, 


West  Almond  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

West  Almond  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

R&D  Rosche 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Batavia  WWTP 

Yoerg 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Klick 

East  Aurora 

R&D  Rosche 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Andrle 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Andrle 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Dayton  Twp. 

Watson 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Goat  Island 

Potter,  D'Anna 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Middlebury  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Attica 

R&D  Rosche 

Middlebury  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Potter 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Andrle 

Attica 

R&D  Rosche 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Goat  Island 

Potter,  D'Anna 

Attica  Center 

R&D  Rosche 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Middlebury  Twp. 

R&D  Rosche 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Morgante,  D'Anna 

Olcott 

Chilton 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Potter 

Eden  Valley  (f) 

Andrle 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Fox  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

Oct.  Number 

Location 

Observer 

Lapland  Longspur 

18F 

1 

Shelby  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

ft 

31 

6 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante,  D'Anna 

Snow  Bunting 

22F 

3 

Olcott 

Chilton 

t! 

24 

255 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante,  D'Anna(BOS) 

Bobolink 

5L 

7 

Oakfield  Twp. 

Kehlenbeck 

Rusty  Blackbird 

2 

250 

Eggertsville 

McKale 

Pine  Siskin 

24 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D'Anna(BOS) 

i» 

29 

2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 

. 267 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this 

issue . 

. 4 

Total  for  year . 

. 271 

******** 

TRIP  TO  BATAVIA  WW  PLANT  AND  IROQUOIS  REFUGE 

OCTOBER  18, 1998 

This  popular  BOS  trip  attracted  21  birders  on  a  cool,  overcast  day  that  had  periods  of  sunlight.  For  the  first 
three  hours  we  scoped  the  abundant  waterfowl  at  the  Batavia  waste  water  plant.  Gail  Seamans  had  obtained 
permission  for  us  to  drive  around  the  dozen  or  so  ponds.  Otherwise  it  can  be  a  long  walk,  and  we  did  see  Mike 
Davis  doing  just  that.  One  drawback  is  that  the  ponds  are  large  and  the  birds  tend  to  swim  away  as  you 
approach,  putting  them  more  distant  than  at  Iroquois. 

The  aerating  ponds  may  have  shorebirds  at  their  stony  edges,  and  we  did  find  four  Dunlin  close-up  at  the 
concrete  apron  on  pond  A-2.  On  the  big  settling  ponds  we  had  6  Snow  Geese,  two  being  blue  phase.  Other 
waterfowl  were  Pied-bill  Grebe  4,  Canada  Geese  1050,  Green-wing  Teal  75,  Mallard  200,  Shoveler  200,  Ruddy 
Duck  430,  Pintail  2,  Gadwall  2,  Black  Duck  8,  Lesser  Scaup  4,  Ringneck  Duck  400,  and  Canvasback  1.  Also 
seen  were  American  Pipit  6,  American  Crow  2,  Cormorant  3,  Herring  Gull  2,  and  Red-tailed  Hawk  2. 

On  the  way  to  Iroquois  Refuge  we  stopped  at  Gypsum  pond  on  Hutton  Road.  Seven  Killdeer  and  a 
Meadowlark  were  seen  but  few  waterfowl  on  this  often-good  pond.  The  many  no-trespassing  signs  deterred  us 
and  we  couldn't  find  the  guard  at  the  plant  to  ask  for  permission  to  enter. 

At  Iroquois  the  Mallard  Overlook  had  an  abundance  of  waterfowl.  Seen  were  six  Snow  Geese,  one  being  a 
blue  phase.  Others  were  Pied-bill  Grebe  4,  Gadwall  4,  Shoveler  many.  Pintail  5,  Canada  Goose  800,  Green- 
wing  Teal  1,  Hooded  Merganser  1,  and  Red-breasted  Merganser  7. 

At  2:10  p.m.  the  writer  had  to  leave  and  co-leader  Dick  Rosche  took  over.  A  minute  later  they  found  a 
White-fronted  Goose  on  Center  Marsh.  (This  is  the  water  on  the  right  on  Sour  Springs  Road  just  north  of 
Tibbits  Road), 

At  Cayuga  Pool  the  list  of  raptors  was  enlarged  with  Osprey,  Northern  Harrier  and  Peregrine  Falcon.  And 
they  barely  missed  a  Bald  Eagle.  Seen  earlier  were  a  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  a  Kestrel,  two  Red-tails  and  several 
Turkey  Vultures.  It  was  a  good  trip  and  we  will  try  to  repeat  it  next  year. 

Bill  Burch 
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Report  of  the  63nd  Annual  B.O.S.  October  Bird  Count 

Date:  October  1 1,  1998  Compilers:  Mike  Hamilton,  Terry  Yonker 

Weather  Synopsis:  Fall  of  1998  saw  many  fast  moving,  very  intense  weather  systems  pass  through  the  Niagara  Frontier.  A 
vigorous  cold  front  transited  the  area  a  day  before  the  count  providing  a  favorable  migration  scenario  and  a  moderate 
northerly  flow  of  air.  A  powerful  low  pressure  area  at  the  surface  and  aloft  remained  stationery  off  Cape  Cod  resulting  in 
record  rainfall  and  flooding  in  New  England.  Another  brutish  storm  system  was  developing  over  South  Dakota  that  included 
a  deepening  low  and  a  series  of  four  fronts.  One  of  those  fronts  was  a  cold  front  that  draped  across  the  upper  Great  Lakes 
connecting  the  prairie  system  to  another  storm  center  off  Newfoundland.  A  blizzard  was  developing  in  the  Dakotas.  A  strong 
high  pressure  was  centered  over  the  Ohio  River  valley.  The  cold  front  that  was  poised  over  Upper  Michigan  and  northern 
Lake  Huron  pushed  through  the  area  during  the  count.  Starved  for  moisture  and  without  the  influence  of  very  cold  Artie  air, 
little  cloudiness,  no  percipitation,  and  relatively  light  winds  were  associated  with  the  passage  of  the  front.  Except  for  a  little 
patchy  fog  in  the  Southern  Tier  in  early  morning,  the  count  day  was  warm  and  pleasant  with  only  light  northwesterly  winds. 

Niagara  Falls  International  Airport 

Sunrise:  7:25  am  edt  Sunset:  6:40  pm  edt 


Time 

Conditions 

Temp 

Dew  Point 

Humidity 

Pressure  (in  Hg) 

Dir/Wind 

Remarks 

9:00  am 

Partly  Cloudy 

50 

48(F) 

93% 

30.28 

NW8 

No  radar  echoes 

12:00  pm 

Partly  Cloudy 

61 

52(F) 

62% 

30.26 

NW9 

No  radar  echoes 

Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  together  with  the  number  of  individuals  tabulated. 

Bold  face  names  indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verifications  were  received.  F  represents  first  and  L  last  dates 
for  the  fall  migration,  *  first  date  for  the  year.  Where  a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers 
are  given  in  parentheses. 

Loons  -  Ducks 


Common  Loon 

14 

Blue-winged  Teal 

23 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

129 

Northern  Shoveler 

114 

(13,21) 

Homed  Grebe 

60 

Northern  Pintail 

30 

Red-necked  Grebe 

1 

(5) 

Green-winged  Teal 

327 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

891 

Redhead 

7 

(3,4,21) 

Great  Blue  Heron 

123 

Ring-necked  Duck 

247 

Green  Heron 

2 

(13,28) 

Greater  Scaup 

414 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron 

2 

(11) 

Lesser  Scaup 

46 

Turkey  Vulture 

425 

unspecified  scaup 

18 

(3,10) 

Snow  Goose 

19 

Surf  Scoter 

3 

(3,7) 

Canada  Goose 

21237 

White-winged  Scoter 

211 

Mute  Swan 

1 

(5) 

unspecified  scoters 

14 

(3,4) 

Tundra  Swan 

52 

(26) 

Bufflehead 

F 

3 

(8,28) 

Wood  Duck 

341 

Hooded  Merganser 

18 

Gadwall 

8 

(5,9,21) 

Common  Merganser 

84 

American  Wigeon 

727 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

F 

59 

American  Black  Duck 

107 

Ruddy  Duck 

479 

Mallard 

3436 

unspecified  waterfowl 

357 

(5,10) 

Ospreys-Coots 

Osprey 

7 

Northern  Goshawk 

1 

(23) 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

(5,24) 

unspecified  accipiters 

1 

Northern  Harrier 

40 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

7 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

26 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

4 

(4,13) 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

15 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

329 
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unspecified  buteos 

1  (1) 

Wild  Turkey 

117 

American  Kestrel 

59 

Virginia  Rail 

1  (1) 

unspecified  hawks 

1  (20) 

Common  Moorhen 

3  (10) 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

19 

American  Coot 

887 

Ruffed  Grouse 

23 

P  1  o  v  e 

rs  -  Terns 

Black-bellied  Plover 

35 

Long-billed  Dowitcher 

*  L 

1 

(21) 

Semipalmated  Plover 

4 

(8) 

Common  Snipe 

37 

(13,20,23) 

Killdeer 

737 

American  Woodcock 

10 

(19,28) 

unspecified  plovers 

50 

(7) 

unspecified  shorebird 

8 

(1) 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

16 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

287 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

L 

17 

Ring-billed  Gull 

11110 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

L 

1 

(16) 

Herring  Gull 

3832 

Red  Knot 

5 

(6) 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

1 

(9) 

Sanderling 

6 

(8,11) 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

333 

Least  Sandpiper 

L 

1 

(23) 

unspecified  gulls 

56 

(5) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

16 

(2,13,23) 

Common  Tern 

34 

(8,11) 

Dunlin 

45 

Forster’s  Tern 

3 

(8,11) 

Doves 

-  Swallows 

Rock  Dove 

2689 

unspecified  woodpeckers 

2 

(20) 

Mourning  Dove 

2201 

Eastern  Phoebe 

25 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

9 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

12 

Great  Homed  Owl 

13 

Red-  eyed  Vireo 

L 

3 

(11,20) 

Belted  Kingfisher 

60 

Blue  Jay 

1685 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

34 

American  Crow 

4320 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

11 

Common  Raven 

18 

(24,28) 

Downy  Woodpecker 

262 

Homed  Lark 

33 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

53 

Tree  Swallow 

10 

(10,11,18) 

Northern  Flicker 

142 

Bam  Swallow 

3 

(13) 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

17 

Tits  - 

W  a  x  w  i  n  g  s 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

1738 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

L 

1 

(3) 

Tufted  Titmouse 

77 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

L 

3 

(4,13) 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

55 

Hermit  Thrush 

42 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

173 

American  Robin 

3290 

Brown  Creeper 

23 

unspecified  thrushes 

1 

(7) 

Carolina  Wren 

15 

Gray  Catbird 

19 

House  Wren 

L 

6 

Northern  Mockingbird 

44 

Winter  Wren 

27 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

(4) 

Marsh  Wren 

1 

(11) 

European  Starling 

50656 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

536 

American  Pipit 

575 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

246 

Cedar  Wax  wing 

1019 

Eastern  Bluebird 

233 

Warblers 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

L 

1 

(12) 

Black-thr.  Green  Warbler 

L 

2 

(20) 

Nashville  Warbler 

L 

1 

(3) 

Pine  Warbler 

L 

1 

(7) 

Magnolia  Warbler 

L 

2 

(6,26) 

Palm  Warbler 

L 

2 

(11) 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

L 

1 

(7) 

Common  Yellowthroat 

L 

2 

(2,19) 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

879 

unspecified  warblers 

2 

(20) 
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Towhee  s  -  House  Sparrows 


Eastern  Towhee 

28 

Lapland  Longspur 

F  7 

(3) 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

1 

(13) 

Northern  Cardinal 

378 

Chipping  Sparrow 

244 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

L  8 

(12,18) 

Field  Sparrow 

87 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

9993 

Vesper  Sparrow 

8 

(12,19,27) 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

80 

Savannah  Sparrow 

45 

Rusty  Blackbird 

1 141 

Fox  Sparrow 

F 

6 

(13,17) 

Common  Grackle 

96829 

Song  Sparrow 

741 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

592 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

L 

5 

(12,13,20) 

Purple  Finch 

47 

Swamp  Sparrow 

106 

House  Finch 

607 

White-throated  Sparrow 

1237 

Pine  Siskin 

5 

(3,19,26) 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

308 

American  Goldfinch 

1185 

unspecified  sparrows 

6 

(17) 

House  Sparrow 

2186 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

1285 

unspecified  birds 

350 

(10) 

Summary  Information  -  Total  Species  Observed . 147 

Total  Individual  Birds  Observed  ...  237,008 

Comparisons  -  The  associated  chart  gives  comparative  summary  information  for  the  most  recent  decade  and  for  the  full  63 
counts.  In  addition  the  following  notes  are  added: 

Individual  Species  -  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  -  1.  First  record  for  count. 

Long-billed  Dowitcher  -1.  Fifth  time  recorded.  Single  bird  found  in  1995,  two  in  1980  and  three  in 
1963  and  1983 

Sections  and  Observers:  Names  of  section  compilers  are  in  boldface. 

1.  Fonthill,  ON:  David  Cooper,  Lynne  Landon,  Jim  Wojewodzki 

2.  Thorold,  ON:  Brian  Ahara,  Gordon  Bellerby,  Brad  Clements,  Maggie  Smiley,  A1  Smith 

3.  Wilson,  NY:  Willie  D’Anna,  Jerry  Farrell,  Sue  Farrell ,  Julie  Home,  William  Home,  Patrick  O’Donnell,  Betsy  Potter, 

Michael  Turisk 

4.  Middleport,  NY:  Robert  Brock,  Deborah  Hovland,  William  Watson 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  NY:  Don  Brasure,  Bill  Burch,  Dick  Christensen,  Peggy  Christensen, 

Brendan  Klick,  Morgan  Jones,  Bob  Lipp,  Marion  Smith 

6.  Port  Maitland,  ON:  Bob  Andrle,  Jerry  Chappie,  Nina  Chappie,  Joe  Thill 

7.  Lowbanks,  ON:  Blayne  Faman,  Mike  Hamilton,  Jack  Mansfield 

8.  Fort  Erie,  ON:  Mike  Zebehazy,  Wendy  Zebehazy 

9.  Grand  Island,  NY:  Paul  Benham,  Barabara  Berry,  Tom  Gilmour,  Richard  McEwan 

10.  Akron,  NY:  John  Filor,  Don  Roberson,  Robert  Wagner,  John  Welte 

1 1.  Buffalo,  NY:  Molly  Barton,  Eric  Barton,  Maijorie  Harwitz,  Mitchell  Harwitz,  Alec  Humann 

12.  Lancaster,  NY:  Alan  Baczkiewicz,  Ann  Bauer,  Marion  Bee,  Kurt  Fox,  Paul  Fuhrman,  Tom  Harper,  Mark  Morgante, 

Mike  Morgante,  Marlene  Phillips,  Ruth  Phillips,  Donna  Wieand 

13.  Batavia,  NY:  Elaine  Dart,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  Marie  Johnson,  Alice  McKale,  Dorothy  Rosche,  Richard  Rosche, 

Gail  Seamans,  Don  Thurau,  Anne  Vogt 

14.  Hamburg,  NY:  Lois  Abbott,  Pat  Andrle,  Ernie  Baker,  Ken  Brandes,  Joanne  Dobler,  Phylis  Hansen,  Doug  Happ,  Erma 

Kem,  Jim  Landau,  Glenna  Leous,  Mark  Leous,  Tim  McAllister,  Evelyn  Mauser,  Audrey  Segabarth,  Barbara  Walker, 
Margaret  Wooley 

15.  Java,  NY:  William  Bogacki,  Ed  Ratajczak,  Art  Rosche,  Olga  Rosche 

16.  Angola,  NY:  Audrey  Horbett,  Francis  Rew 

17.  Cattaraugus,  NY:  Thomas  LeBlanc 

18.  Delavan,  NY:  Bruce  Chilton,  James  Landau,  Karen  Landau 

19.  Fillmore,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Ronald  Andrews,  Mrs.  Ronald  Andrews,  Lucille  Bailey,  Roy  Bielewicz,  Mrs. 

Roy  Bielewicz,  Faye  Clancy,  Alice  Evans,  James  Fegley,  Lyle  Hotchkiss,  Janet  Lang,  Dora  Lilly,  Roger  Nicholson, 
Mrs.  Roger  Nicholson,  Sean  Phelan,  Michael  Raybuck,  Teresa  Rork,  Elaine  Smith,  Emmet  Smith,  Mrs.  Emmet  Smith, 
Ann  Voss,  Jay  Wilson,  Mrs.  Jay  Wilson,  Larry  Wilson,  Richard  Wilson,  Mrs.  Richard  Wilson 
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20.  Dunkirk,  NY:  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club:  Sylvia  Clark,  Paul  Farver,  Joanne  Goetz,  Joe  Gula,  Terry  Mahoney,  Dick  Miga, 

Terry  Mosher,  David  Neveau,  Lucille  Neveau,  Beverly  Ruska,  John  Ruska,  Audrey  Schafer,  Doris  Welch,  Tom  Welch 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Dan  Cordosi,  Ranjit  Laha,  Linda  O’Brien,  Bob  Sundell 

22.  Sherman,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Christopher  Berry,  Jim  Berry,  Mary  Berry,  Nate  Bloss,  Dan  Cordosi,  Eric 

Davis,  Ranjit  Laha,  Linda  O’Brien,  Bob  Sundell 

23.  Frewsburg,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Paul  Baglia,  Dan  Cordosi,  Ranjit  Laha,  Steve  Maggio,  Tom  Simmons, 

Bob  Sundell 

24.  Salamanca,  NY  and  Allegany  State  Park:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird,  Laura  Peterson 

25.  Allegany,  NY:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  (No  report) 

26.  Cuba,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Doris  Burton,  Frances  C.  Hunt,  Ann  Scott,  Morris  Scott,  Bruce  Smalley 

27.  Bolivar,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Doris  Burton,  Estella  Cronauer,  Audrey  Dunham,  George  Dunham,  Doris 

Hurlburt,  Norman  Ives,  Claribel  James,  Helen  Link,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Lillian  Simons,  Jake  Strong,  Fred  Wygant,  Pat 
Wygant 

28.  Alfred,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Mallery  Adams,  Mary  Adams,  Dan  Babcock,  Harold  Babcock,  Dorothy 

Bayless,  Fred  Bayless,  Carol  Behn,  Wayne  Brewster,  Don  Brink,  Loma  Brink,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Betty  Brown,  Debbie 
Bucholtz,  Doris  Burton,  Dale  Coats,  Bill  Coch,  Carla  Coch,  Jim  Copenheaver,  Diane  Converso, ,  Cynthia  Culley,  Paul 
Culley,  Luke  Donius,  Ann  Eisenhardt,  Jamie  Eisenhardt,  Peg  Eisenhardt,  Peter  Finlay,  Terry  Finlay,  Keegan  Fleming, 
Walt  Franklin,  John  Gradoni,  Matt  Hotchkiss,  Sandra  Hotchkiss,  Betty  Kellogg,  Wayne  Kellogg,  Elsie  Kent,  Clarence 
Klingensmith,  Margaret  Klingensmith,  Ken  McClure,  Marian  McClure,  Alice  Meyers,  Mary  Ormsby,  Lenny  Osgood, 
Lyle  Palmiter,  Thelma  Palmiter,  Sean  Phelan,  Ann  Pipal,  Bob  Pipal,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Evelyn  Ramsey,  Nicole  Ramsey, 
Ona  Reynolds,  Nancy  Rouse,  Mary  Shields,  Peter  Shields,  Terah  Soule,  Connor  Stevens,  Bruce  Taggart,  Wilma 
Taggart,  Bea  Thompson,  Abbey  Timbrook,  Tim  Timbrook,  Linda  Travers,  Suzanne  Wood 

Total  Number  of  Observers:  216 


EAGLE  FLIGHT  AT  PT.  BURWELL,  ONTARIO.  OCTOBER  29, 1998 

The  favorable  weather  induced  Jim  Landau  and  the  writer  to  drive  to  Port  Burwell,  Ontario.  We  arrived  at 
the  Otter  Creek  hawk  watch  site  at  10:00  a.m.  Already  there  was  BOS  member  Denys  Gardiner,  who  had 
arrived  at  9:30.  He  had  seen  three  Golden  Eagles.  As  we  lifted  our  binoculars  three  others  were  overhead.  At 
10:10  four  Golden  Eagles  soared  by.  One  by  one  they  continued  until  the  last  one  passed  at  12:27  p.m.  By  now 
the  wind  had  shifted  from  NE  5-10mph  to  a  light  one  from  the  south,  The  total  was  12  Golden  Eagles,  by  far  a 
record  for  all  of  us.  All  were  immature;  the  white  wing  spot  and  the  white  sub-terminal  tail  band  were  easily 
seen  through  the  binoculars  as  they  soared  over  on  this  sunny,  blue  sky  day. 

The  Bald  Eagle  flight  started  at  1 1 :24  with  an  adult  and  two  immature  close  together,  probably  a  family. 
The  last  one  passed  at  about  2:00  p.m.  for  a  total  of  eight  Bald  Eagles,  half  being  adults.  After  2:00  p.m.,  the 
flight  had  moved  inland  so  we  drove  north  five  miles  and  could  see  other  eagles  in  the  distance. 

As  good  as  our  results  were,  Hawk  Cliff,  20  miles  to  the  west,  had  41  Golden  Eagles  that  day.  Many  birds, 
coming  from  the  northeast,  were  reaching  the  shore  west  of  us.  This  was  about  the  end  of  the  eagle  season, 
stormy  weather  finished  it  shortly. 

The  tally  of  Denys  from  9:30  to  2:00  p.m.  (DST)  was:  Golden  Eagle  12,  Bald  Eagle  8,  Turkey  Vulture  60, 
Cooper's  Hawk  3,  N.  Harrier  2,  Red-tail  159,  Red-shoulder  30,  Sharp-shin  4,  Rough-leg  6,  Kestrel  1.  In 
addition,  a  walk  to  the  beach  gave  one  each  Hermit  Thrush,  Yellow-rump  Warbler,  Song  Sparrow  and  Brant, 
plus  4  gull  species.  Mallards,  etc. 

Where  is  Pt.  Burwell?  Go  west  1 10  miles  on  Hwy  3  to  Tillsonburg,  south  15  miles  on  Hwy  19  to  it.  In  town 
look  for  the  Provincial  Park  signs.  One  will  direct  you  across  the  bridge  over  Otter  Creek.  Go  0. 1  mile,  turn  left 
at  the  sign,  On  approaching  the  lake  shore  you  will  see  the  hawk  watch  site,  a  extensive  open  grass  area  on  the 
left.  On  the  right  is  the  entrance  to  the  park  picnic  area,  an  alternate  site  earlier  in  the  season. 

Bill  Burch 
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Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  October  1998 

October  is  a  time  when  there  is  much  variety  in  the  birds  found  in  the  region.  At  least  127  species  were 
reported  to  Dial-a-Bird  during  the  month.  Fall  warblers  and  shorebirds  are  still  passing  through,  while 
waterfowl,  raptors,  early  gulls  and  snowbirds  arrive  for  fall  stopovers  or  winter  visitations. 

Two  rare  visitors  might  have  justified  a  Hotline  call,  a  Eurasian  Wigeon  at  Windmill  Marsh  in  the  Oak 
Orchard  Wildlife  Management  Area  and  a  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  at  the  Iroquois  Refuge,  both  on  October 
18.  Instead  of  a  Hotline,  details  were  announced  on  the  Dial-a-Bird  update.  Remember  to  check  the  update  in 
the  morning  if  you  are  heading  out  for  the  day.  Generally,  I  check  messages  and  update  accordingly  later  in  the 
evening,  after  all  good  birders,  and  children,  have  gone  to  bed. 

David  F.  Suggs 


******** 


The  Birds  of  Livingston  County,  NY 

Following  the  BOS/BMS  tradition  of  publishing  bird  books  for  specific  counties  (Wyoming  and 
Cattaraugus),  The  Birds  of  Livingston  County ,  NY,  by  Kurt  Fox,  has  been  printed  by  the  Rochester  Academy  of 
Science  (as  a  volume  of  their  most  recent  proceedings).  The  131  page  book,  complete  with  index  and  map  of 
birding  sites,  describes  all  the  avian  species  that  have  been  recorded  in  Livingston  County,  NY  (just  east  of  the 
BOS  Region). 

For  members  of  the  Rochester  Academy  of  Science  (Genesee  Ornithological  Society  members  are  RAS 
members  by  default),  the  book  is  FREE.  For  non-members,  the  cost  is  $10  plus  shipping  and  handling.  It  can  be 
purchased  or  retrieved  from: 

Rochester  Academy  of  Science 

P.O.  Box  15406 

Rochester,  NY  14615-0406 


BOS  MEETINGS 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Gail 
Seamans  (762-9211  daytime  or  762-4311). 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December. 
Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo, 
New  York. 
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CHANGE  IN  DATE  OF  BILL  BURCH  FAIRCHILD  TALK 

The  slide  show  of  the  Museum  trip  to  the  Canadian  Rockies  will  be  be  given  at  2:00  p.m,  Wednesday, 
January  13  instead  of  February  10,  This  Fairchild  Talk,  by  Bill  Burch  and  Wayne  Gall,  will  cover  mountains, 
glaciers  and  animals,  and  a  few  birds. 

COMING  FEBRUARY  21:  GREG  BUDNEY  LECTURE  ON  BIRD  SONG 

Learn  about  the  biology  and  behavior  that  caused  birds  to  develop  their  remarkable  voices.  Greg  Budney  is 
Curator  of  the  Library  of  Natural  Sounds  at  the  Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology.  This  is  a  Hayes  Lecture  at 
3:00  p.m.  Sunday,  February  21  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Admission  is  free  to  the  lecture . 


******** 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Jan.  3:  Sunday.  Hamburg-East  Aurora  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Don  Brasure  (834-6171). 

Jan.  17:  Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  of  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs.  This  is  the  target  date,  but  any 

date  between  January  16  and  24,  inclusive  is  acceptable.  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.  Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 
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THE  MONTH:  November,  1998 


November  was  unusually  tranquil  across  the 
Niagara  Frontier  with  the  usual  excessive 
cloudiness  but  few  temperature  extremes.  The 
month  ended  warmer  than  it  began.  There  was  only 
one  significant  weathei^event  and  a  virtual  lack  of 
snow. 

The  average  temperature  of  42.0°  F.  was  1.5 
degrees  above  normal  making  it  the  fourth 
consecutive  month  with  above  normal  averages. 
The  month's  first  half  was  consistently  cold,  but  the 
final  eight  days  were  very  warm,  enough  to  erase 
the  cold  bias  from  earlier  in  the  month.  Record 
temperatures  were  tied  (63°  F.)  and  broken  (67°  F.) 
on  the  last  two  days  of  the  month,  the  first  records 
since  late  March.  Lake  Erie  ended  the  month  at  48°, 
four  degrees  above  the  norm  and  the  warmest  in 
eight  years. 

November  was  very  dry  with  the  precipitation 
total  of  1.61  inches  the  least  for  the  month  since 
1978.  It  was  the  fourth  consecutive  dry  month  with 
over  half  the  meager  total  falling  on  the  10th  and 
1 1th.  Rivers  and  creeks  ran  very  low  for  the  season. 
The  three  autumn  months  (September  through 
November)  were  the  driest  at  Buffalo  in  34  years. 


The  lack  of  snowfall  was  one  of  the  biggest 
weather  stories  of  the  month.  No  measurable  snow 
fell  at  Buffalo,  just  0.2  inch  of  sleet  on  November 
11.  This  was  the  least  amount  of  frozen 
precipitation  at  Buffalo  in  52  years;  only  three 
Novembers  in  114  years  have  had  less.  Even  the 
snow  belts  escaped  the  usual  November  lake-effect 
storms,  with  a  modest  fall  of  two  to  three  inches  on 
the  21st  being  the  only  such  event.  Only  12  seasons 
out  of  114  have  had  less  than  an  inch  of  snow 
through  November,  and  1 1  of  these  were  followed 
by  below  normal  snow  for  the  entire  winter. 

The  major  weather  event  was  the  wind  storm  of 
November  10-11.  A  strong  system  moved  eastward 
across  Lake  Superior  and  swept  a  powerful  cold 
front  across  the  region  late  on  November  10. 
Southwesterly  winds  associated  with  this  storm, 
locally  gusting  to  61  m.p.h.,  occurred  for  a 
prolonged  period  of  several  days  as  the  storm 
moved  eastward.  As  a  result,  many  kinds  of  water 
birds  were  brought  to  the  eastern  end  of  Lake  Erie. 
(Meteorological  data  provided  by  the  National 
Weather  Service  Monthly  Weather  Summary  for 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  on  the  World  Wide  Web). 
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This  VETERAN’S  DAY  1998  GALE  will  long 
be  remembered  by  most  field  ornithologists  in  the 
region.  Fortunately,  it  was  a  holiday  from  work  for 
many  U.S.  observers.  Those  who  braved  the 
elements  along  the  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario  shores 
and  along  the  Niagara  River  were  well  rewarded  for 
their  efforts.  One  might  say  that  this  gale  caused  the 
sky  to  "rain  gulls",  specifically  Franklin's  Gulls! 
About  10  to  12  individuals  were  known  to  be 
present  in  the  B.O.S.  study  area  and  other  nearby 
sites  immediately  following  the  storm.  But  this  was 
only  a  fraction  of  the  many  hundreds  and  hundreds 
of  individuals  that  were  found  throughout 
northeastern  North  America  all  the  way  to  the 
Atlantic  coast.  Surprisingly,  the  majority  of 
individuals  were  adults  rather  than  the  usual  first- 
year  birds,  a  few  of  which  are  found  in  eastern  areas 
almost  every  year. 

From  where  did  this  unprecedented  flight 
originate?  This  is  a  question  that  intrigues  the 
writer.  Having  lived  in  the  heart  of  Franklin's  Gull 
country  in  Western  Nebraska  for  25  years,  he  is 
well  aware  that  most  large  southward  movements 
occur  well  before  mid-November.  However,  there 
were  usually  large  cpjipentrations  at  this  time  of 
year,  consisting  mostly  of  adults,  at  various  wetland 
areas  in  central  Nebraska,  Kansas,  and  Oklahoma. 
Could  the  strong  southwest  winds  have  moved  these 
birds  northeastward?  Writing  for  Minnesota, 
Robert  B.  Janssen  in  Birds  in  Minnesota ,  1987, 
University  of  Minnesota  Press,  indicates  that  the 
Franklin's  Gull  can  be  seen  by  the  thousands  in  the 
central  and  western  part  of  that  state,  the  high 
counts  occurring  during  September.  But  he  also 
states  that,  "periodically  large  numbers  move 
eastward  in  the  state  during  the  fall".  When  the 
puzzle  pieces  are  fit  together,  it  becomes  apparent 
that  the  1998  Franklin's  Gull  extravaganza 
originated  in  areas  to  the  southwest  of  the  Great 
Lakes  region. 

The  first  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  and  Sabine's 
Gulls  were  also  reported  during  the  November  11 
gale.  By  the  end  of  the  month  the  Niagara  River 
corridor  had  again  lived  up  to  its  designation  as  an 
Important  Bird  Area,  for  a  total  of  15  species  of 


gulls  were  reported  from  the  usual  concentration 
areas.  In  addition  to  the  three  species  mentioned 
above  the  following  were  also  reported:  Laughing 
Gull,  Little  Gull,  Black-headed  Gull,  Bonaparte's 
Gull,  Ring-billed  Gull,  California  Gull,  Herring 
Gull,  Thayer's  Gull,  Iceland  Gull,  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull,  Glaucous  Gull,  and  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull.  Where  Lake  Erie  waters  enter  the 
Niagara  River,  hundreds  of  Oldsquaws,  two  Red¬ 
necked  Grebes,  and  two  unidentified  phalaropes 
were  also  noted  on  November  11;  the  two  former 
species,  as  Willie  D'Anna  pointed  out,  are  more 
characteristic  of  Lake  Ontario  than  Lake  Erie.  One 
last  Niagara  River  remark-two  Peregrine  Falcons, 
possibly  last  summer's  resident  pair,  were  still 
present  about  the  Niagara  Gorge  during  the  first 
week  of  the  month. 

Negatively,  the  number  of  Red-necked  Grebes 
reported  in  B.O.S.  territory  did  not  reflect  their 
widespread  occurrence  elsewhere  in  the  Northeast 
during  November  and  early  December.  On  the 
positive  side,  however,  there  were  a  number  of 
water  bird  records  and  reports  that  must  be 
mentioned  here.  The  late  Cattle  Egrets  reported  last 
month  on  Dial-a-Bird  from  Chautauqua  County 
remained  through  November  3.  Perhaps  the  same 
Greater  White-fronted  Goose  that  was  documented 
for  October  at  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife 
Refuge  remained  at  least  through  November  1. 
There  was  a  nice  showing  of  Tundra  Swans 
throughout  the  region,  with  a  noteworthy  high  count 
of  437  from  Chautauqua  Lake,  one  of  the  major 
waterfowl  gathering  places  in  the  southern  tier 
counties. 

The  second  Eurasian  Wigeon  of  the  autumn 
season  was  one  reported  on  Dial-a-Bird  for 
November  11,  from  the  Burgeson  Sanctuary  in 
Kiantone,  Chautauqua  County.  The  counts  of 
certain  diving  ducks  on  the  Niagara  River  this 
month  are  of  special  interest  to  this  writer  because 
they  reflect  the  high  numbers  that  were  frequently 
seen  some  thirty  years  ago.  Ring-necked  Ducks, 
Hooded  Mergansers,  and  Ruddy  Ducks  were 
concentrated  in  large  numbers  in  certain  areas.  The 
909  Ring-necked  Ducks  on  the  Batavia  Wastewater 
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Treatment  Plant  were  especially  noteworthy,  as 
were  90  Hooded  Mergansers  at  Iroquois  National 
Wildlife  Refuge  and  a  reported  1400  from 
Chautauqua  Lake  on  Dial-a-Bird  for  November  20. 
Ruddy  Ducks  continued  to  be  especially  numerous 
at  the  Batavia  Wastewater  Treatment  Plant.  The 
Black  Scoter  is  always  decidedly  uncommon  to  rare 
on  "inland  waters"  in  Western  New  York;  the  two 
that  were  observed  at  the  Batavia  Wastewater 
Treatment  Plant  may  be  the  first  records  for  that 
site. 

Among  the  unexpected  birds  usually  associated 
with  water  habitats,  was  a  Sandhill  Crane  that  flew 
over  the  Burgeson  Sanctuary  in  Kiantone  on 
November  9,  as  reported  on  Dial-a-Bird.  The  same 
source  also  reported  an  adult  light-phase  Parasitic 
Jaeger  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  from  November  25-30, 
where  it  was  photographed  by  Dr.  Allen  H.  Benton 
and  videotaped  by  Richard  Miga.. 

A  well-documented  individual  Loggerhead 
Shrike  was  studied  carefully  on  November  1  at  the 
Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  This  may  be  the 
first  report  since  1991  in  B.O.S.  territory  of  this 
species,  which  is  threatened  and  rapidly  declining  in 
some  places  of  Nortk  America.  The  Bohemian 
Waxwing  was  reported  from  Golden  Hill  State 
Park,  the  same  place  where  two  observations  were 
made  a  year  ago.  There  are  about  48  records  for  this 
waxwing  since  1961,  23  of  which  are  for  the  month 


of  November.  A  major  irruption  of  Bohemian 
Waxwings  has  been  apparent  this  late  fall  and 
winter  in  areas  to  our  north  and  west,  where 
hundreds,  and  in  one  case  thousands,  were  being 
seen,  it  is  surprising  that  only  one  has  reached 
Western  New  York  so  far!  A  November  White-eyed 
Vireo  certainly  must  be  placed  in  the  "unexpected 
file",  but  in  reality  it  may  not  be  so  unexpected  this 
late  fall/winter  season.  The  reader  will  find  more 
comments  about  vireos,  as  well  as  other 
"unexpected"  small  passerine  species  in  the  pages 
of  this  column  next  month. 

Snow  Buntings  put  in  a  nice  showing,  especially 
on  the  Lake  Ontario  Plains.  But  other  winter 
passerines,  most  notably  the  finches,  were  scarce  or 
non-existent. 

The  efforts  of  Willie  D'Anna,  Richard  Miga, 
and  David  Suggs  are  gratefully  acknowledged  for 
their  many  contributions  and  suggestions  for  this 
column.  The  numerous  messages,  sometimes  as 
many  as  20  per  day,  that  reach  us  via  E-mail  are 
always  interesting  and  very  helpful.  The  electronic 
age  has  reached  the  birding  community  in  a  big 
way!  Those  who  are  still  wavering  in  deciding 
whether  or  not  to  obtain  a  computer  and  partake  of 
its  offerings  will  continue  to  miss  a  new  and 
rewarding  facet  of  the  birding  experience. 

Richard  C.  Rosche 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1998)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 
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Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-throated  Loon 

14 

5 

Shadigee 

D'Anna 

ft 

27 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

ft 

27 

8 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante 

Common  Loon 

14 

140 

Shadigee 

D'Anna,  Potter 

ft 

27 

25 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante 

Homed  Grebe 

1,21 

U 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

ft 

8 

5 

Point  Gratiot 

Andrle 

ft 

29 

50 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Red-necked  Grebe 

1 

2 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Turkey  Vulture 

1L 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Gr.  White-fr.  Goose 

1 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Snow  Goose 

1 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

ft 

4 

9 

Alabama  Twp. 

Kehlenbeck 

If 

15;27 

10,18 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

S&T  O'Donnell;  Morgante 

Tundra  Swan 

1,27 

1,2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

ft 

11 

20 

Eden  Valley 

Andrle 

ft 

13 

437 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew,  Horbett 

ft 

14 

1 

Chippawa,  Ont. 

Morgante 

ft 

14 

10 

Yates  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

ff 

15 

14 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

S&T  O'Donnell 

ft 

22 

5 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Rew,  Horbett 

Northern  Shoveler 

1,21 

80,50 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Northern  Pintail 

1 

60 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Green- winged  Teal 

13 

5 

Chautauqua  Twp. 

Rew,  Horbett 

It 

15 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

S&T  O'Donnell 

Canvasback 

8 

3000 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante  et  al 

Redhead 

8 

8 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante,  D'Anna 

ft 

14 

3 

Yates  Twp. 

D'Anna 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1,21 

909 A  00 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Greater  Scaup 

8 

3000 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante  et  al 

Lesser  Scaup 

21 

8 

Batavia  WWTP  \ 

Morgante 

Surf  Scoter 

8 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante,  D'Anna 

ft 

27 

3 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante 

Black  Scoter 

1 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D'Anna 

ft 

14 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante 

ff 

21 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante  et  al 

ft 

27 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante 

Hooded  Merganser 

27 

90 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Ruddy  Duck 

1,21 

383,350 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

ft 

7 

14 

Bear  Lake 

Moshers 

ft 

23 

8 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Yoerg 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

2ad  bldg  nest 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

ft 

3 

1 

Almond  Dam 

Cushing 
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Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

tf 

15 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

S&T  O'Donnell 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

6 

2 

Royalton  Twp. 

Morgante 

ft 

8 

1 

Buffalo 

Vallone 

tf 

29 

6 

Dayton  Twp. 

Rew,  Horbett 

Peregrine  Falcon 

7 

2  ad. 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  et  al 

Common  Moorhen 

1L 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

American  Coot 

23 

30 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Yoerg 

Black-bellied  Plover 

1 

8 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D'Anna 

tf 

11L 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Turisk 

Killdeer 

3 

8 

Alabama  Twp. 

Kehlenbeck 

tf 

29 

3 

West  Lincoln,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

1L 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

Sanderling 

11L 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Turisk 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

1L 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

DAnna 

Dunlin 

1 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

ft 

1 

30 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Aiidrle 

Phalarope  species 

11 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

DAnna 

*Laughing  Gull 

22 

1  lst-w. 

Queenston  Reservoir 

Morgante 

ft 

22 

1 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D'Anna 

Franklin's  Gull 

7,15-29 

1 

Whirlpool 

D'Anna  et  al 

ft 

11 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

ft 

11 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D'Anna  et  al 

ft 

.11,12 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna,  Potter 

ft 

14 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Potter,  D'Anna 

ft 

21,26 

u 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

tt 

28 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,Ont. 

Morgante  et  al 

ft 

29 

3 

Whirlpool  &  vicinity 

Morgante  et  al 

Little  Gull 

8;  1 1 

2,3 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante;  Potter,  D'Anna 

ft 

11,23 

2,2 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

ft 

11 

3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont.  \ 

D'Anna  et  al 

ft 

13 

1 

Squaw  Island,  Bflo. 

Hess 

ft 

15 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 

Andrle 

ft 

28;29 

u 

Whirlpool 

Yoerg;  Morgante 

California  Gull 

15,21 

1  ad. 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'Anna 

Iceland  Gull 

15F,21 

1,4 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

tt 

22,29 

3,3 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,Ont. 

Morgante  et  al 

Lesser  Black-b.  Gull 

8,22 

1,2 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante  et  al 

ft 

21 

9 

Niag  Falls-Adam  Beck 

D'Anna  et  al 

tt 

28 

3 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,Ont. 

Morgante  et  al 

Glaucous  Gull 

15F 

2 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

ft 

22 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna,  Potter 

*Black-leg.  Kittiwake 

11 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D'Anna  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

Black-leg.  Kittiwake 

ff 

*  Sabine's  Gull 

ft 

Common  Tern 

ff 

Long-eared  Owl 
Nor.  Saw- whet  Owl 
Northern  Shrike 
*Loggerhead  Shrike 

White-eyed  Vireo 
Common  Raven 
Tufted  Titmouse 
Carolina  Wren 

ft 

ff 

House  Wren 
Winter  Wren 
Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 
Eastern  Bluebird 

ff 

ff 

Hermit  Thrush 
Northern  Mockingbird, 
American  Pipit 

ff 

ff 

ff 

*Bohemian  Waxwing 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 
Common  Yellowthroat 
Fox  Sparrow 

ff 

Lapland  Longspur 
Snow  Bunting 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

Red-w.  Blackbird 
Rusty  Blackbird 


Nov. 

Numt 

22 

1 

23 

2 

11 

1 

12,15 

1,2 

11 

1 

15 

1 

1;29 

2;1 

1 

1 

18 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

13 

1 

22 

3 

1;29 

4;2 

13 

1 

15 

1 

1 

1 

— 

28 

1 

8 

2 

18 

5 

28 

1 

29 

5 

15 

1 

1-7 

1 

1 

5 

1 

110 

10 

25 

29L 

1 

6 

1 

14 

1 

28 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

30 

8 

25 

13 

51 

14 

1000 

14 

300 

15 

26 

23 

300 

24 

200 

4 

1 

13L 

1 

Location 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 
Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 
Woodlawn  Beach  S.P. 
Niagara  Falls 
Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 
Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Porter  Twp. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Salamanca 
Alfred  Twp. 
Chippawa,  Ont. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 
Blasdell 
Queenston,  Ont. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 
Queenston,  Ont. 
Wales  Twp. 

Olcott 

Rock  Point  P.P. 
Pomfret  Twp. 

Alfred  Twp. 
Tonawanda  Twp. 
Batavia  WWTP 
Somerset  Twp. 
Alabama  Twp. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 
Golden  Hill  S.P. 
Queenston,  Ont; 
Beaver  Is.  S.P.  \ 
Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 
Batavia  WWTP 
Oakfield  Twp. 

Buffalo 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 
Somerset  Twp. 

Yates  Twp. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Wilson  Twp. 

Bond  Lake,  Lewiston 
Wales  Twp.(f) 
Chautauqua  Twp. 


Observer 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Yoerg 

Turisk 

Potter,  D’Anna 
Yoerg,  Chilton 
D'Anna,  Potter 
Potter,  D'Anna;  Yoerg 
Potter,  D'Anna 
S.  O'Donnell 
S&T  O'Donnell 
Baird 
Brooks 

S&T  O'Donnell 
D'Anna,  Potter;  Yoerg 
Turisk 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
D'Anna 

Yoerg,  Schlacter 
O.  Rosche 
Chilton 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
Rew,  Horbett 
Brooks 
Hess 

Morgante 
Yoerg,  Henderson 
Kehlenbeck 
Henderson 
Morgante 
Morgante 
D&D  Suggs 
Yoerg,  Henderson 
D'Anna 
Morgante 
Kehlenbeck 
Vallone 
S&T  O'Donnell 
D'Anna,  Potter 
D'Anna,  Potter 
S&T  O'Donnell 
S.  O'Donnell 
Chilton 
O.  Rosche 
Rew,  Horbett 
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Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 271 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue . 5 

Total  for  year . 276 


Montezuma  Muckrace  Champions! 

Ecology  and  Environment,  Inc.  (E&E)  of  Lancaster,  NY  sponsored  our  team  in  the  second  annual 
Montezuma  Muckrace  hosted  by  the  National  Audubon  Society  and  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  on 
September  12,  1998.  The  “E  &  Eagles”  team  consisted  of  Willie  D’Anna,  Mike  Turisk,  and  me.  More  than  40 
birders  on  fourteen  teams  competed  in  this  sporting  event  to  raise  money  for  bird  conservation  in  the 
Montezuma  Wetland  Complex.  Following  strict  rules  and  staying  within  a  275-square  mile  area  centered  on 
the  Montezuma  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  teams  had  21  hours  to  identify  as  many  bird  species  as  possible. 

Our  team  had  very  little  experience  birding  in  the  area.  Thus  our  approach  was  basically  to  hit  a  few 
select  spots  and  then  “barnstorm”  around  the  area  in  search  of  different  habitats  with  the  hope  of  adding  birds 
just  by  driving  around.  This  approach  was  unlike  our  annual  May  big  days  in  which  I  do  a  lot  of  scouting  and 
have  nearly  every  turn  planned  in  advance.  The  three  of  us  were  excited  to  participate  in  this  event  and  were 
looking  forward  to  a  great  day  of  birding.  Going  into  the  Muckrace,  we  did  not  have  any  expectations  of 
winning  it  because  we  figured  that  the  local  teams  who  knew  the  area  much  better  would  capitalize  on  the 
“home  field  advantage”. 

We  left  Lancaster^  3:30  a.m.  and  arrived  in  the  competition  area  around  5  a.m.  We  were  unable  to  add 
any  owls  in  the  pre-dawn  (tape  playing  is  not  allowed).  With  the  absence  of  a  dawn  chorus  and  territorial 
singing  birds,  a  fall  big  day  is  much  different  than  one  in  the  spring.  There  is  much  less  emphasis  on  hearing 
and  more  on  seeing.  An  important  rule  is  that  each  species  must  be  identified  by  more  than  one  member  of  the 
team.  Also,  at  the  end  of  the  day,  95  percent  of  all  the  birds  on  a  team’s  list  must  be  identified  by  every 
member  of  the  team.  This  made  it  critical  to  get  each  person  on  the  bird.  In  the  end  we  lost  at  least  three  species 
on  the  day  because  of  single-observer  sightings. 

This  was  the  first  competitive  birding  that  any  of  us  had  done.  Most  of  the  time  we  were  away  from  the 
other  teams.  When  several  teams  were  present,  however,  it  was  an  unusual  experience  to  have  to  keep  sightings 
silent  and  discuss  them  only  among  your  teammates.  Near  the  end  of  the  day  at  May’s  Point  Pool  at  least  five 
teams  were  present  and  I  had  to  discretely  point  out  a  Chimney  Swift  flying  overhead  to  Mike  and  Willie. 

We  finished  the  day  with  116  species,  which  was  many  more  than  we  had  expected.  Highlights 
included  a  large  collection  and  variety  (12  species)  of  shorebirds  at  Montezuma;  an  impressive  group  of  fall 
migrant  warblers,  vireos,  and  thrushes  at  Howland  Island  Wildlife  Management  Area;  a  pair  of  Greater  Scaup 
on  Cayuga  Lake;  and  somewhat  late  Eastern  Kingbirds  and  Willow/Alder  Flycatcher. 

The  teams  met  at  the  refuge  headquarters  and  turned  in  their  lists  by  9  p.m.  What  a  ragged  bunch  of 
tired  birders!  Jeff  Wells,  Director  of  Bird  Conservation  for  National  Audubon  of  New  York,  made  some 
remarks,  thanked  the  numerous  sponsors  and  participants,  and  then  concluded  with  the  final  results.  Everyone 
was  very  surprised  that  there  was  a  three-way  tie  for  first  place.  When  it  was  mentioned  that  all  three  teams  had 
1 16  species,  the  suspense  was  over  for  us  and  we  were  shocked  that  we  had  actually  won  -  even  if  it  was  only  a 
tie.  The  two  other  first  place  teams  were  from  Ithaca:  the  Wild  Birds  Unlimited  “Goatsuckers”  and  the  Cornell 
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Lab  of  Ornithology  “Sapsuckers”.  We  enjoyed  a  great  day  of  birding  and  the  feeling  of  accomplishment  from 
coming  in  first  made  the  long,  arduous  day  more  than  worth  it  for  us.  A  total  of  $1500  was  raised  during  this 
event. 

Mike  Morgante 


Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  November  1998 

The  November  Dial-a-Bird  reports  could  have  been  titled  “The  Larid  Review”,  so  much  birding  attention 
was  directed  toward  the  gulls  of  the  Niagara  River.  And  rightfully  so,  since  fifteen  gull  species  were  reported 
during  the  month. 

Not  unusual  was  the  first  report  of  Franklin’s  Gull  for  the  season,  October  31  on  the  lower  river.  However, 
after  a  southwest  gale  on  November  11,  Franklin’s  Gulls  became  the  gull  story  of  the  region  and  beyond.  They 
were  reported  at  the  Peace  Bridge,  Niagara  Falls,  the  Whirlpool  and  lower  river,  Dunkirk  Harbor  and  even  on 
Lake  Ontario.  This  was  not  just  a  local  phenomenon.  Franklin’s  Gulls  were  the  highlight  of  rare  bird  alert 
transcripts  on  the  Internet  from  the  Great  Lakes  to  the  northeastern  Atlantic  Coast. 

David  F.  Suggs 


******** 


Membership  Update 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  notes  with  sadness  the  passing  of 

_-V*  Sfc 

Walter  Listman 

A  corresponding  member  since  1990 

******** 

BOS  MEETINGS 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Gail 
Seamans  (762-9211  daytime  or  762-4311). 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December. 
Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo, 
New  York. 

******** 
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FIELD  TRIPS 


Jan.  17:  Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  of  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs.  This  is  the  target  date,  but  any 

date  between  January  16  and  24,  inclusive  is  acceptable.  Contact  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Feb.  7:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  and  the  Falls.  Meet  at  8  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  Leader:  Gail  Seamans 

(762-4311). 

Feb.  21:  Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  Trip.  Meet  at  9:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  Leaders:  Blayne  Faman 

and  Terry  Yonker  (745-9129).  Call  Terry  if  you  wish  to  meet  uon  the  Canadian  side. 

Mar.  20:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  County.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  in 

Wright’s  Comers  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Route  78  at  the  Tops  Market,  a  block  north  of  the  Route 
104  intersection.  Leader:  Willie  D’Anna  (731-4348). 

Mar.  28:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the  Tanning  Bed 

store,  on  the  south  side  of  Main  Street,  0.1  mile  east  of  Transit  Road.  Leader:  TBA. 

Apr.  4:  Sunday.  Daylight  Saving  Time  begins.  Set  clock  ahead  1  hour. 

Apr.  1 1 :  Sunday.  BOS  April  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  TBA 

Apr.  17:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ont.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the  Bob  Evans 

parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  NY  where  1-90  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  (Rt.  62),  or  go  directly  to 
Beamer  Conservation  Area.  This  is  30  miles  into  Canada  on  the  escarpment  above  Grimsby.  Last 
year  we  had  a  good  flight.  Do  not  go  if  it  is  raining.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a -Bird  (716)  896-1271.  1 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 

Mr.  Michael  Morgante,  14  Meadow  Lea,  Lancaster,  N.  Y.  14086  or  E-mail:  Morgmmm@AOL.com. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Lynne  Landon,  139  Jackson  Street,  Youngstown,  NY  14174. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $1.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224.  E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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